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PREFACE. 


THE  Contemplation  of  a  magnificent  Structure  and  of  an 
extenfive  Work  are  Objects  exceedingly  pleafing  to  the 
Imagination,  Plans  of  both  may  without  much  Difficulty  be 
Iketched  out,  and  if  thefe  are  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with 
Approbation  the  Profped  becomes  more  flattering,  and  the  Exe¬ 
cution  feems  the  more  eafy.  In  a  little  Time  however  a  new 
and  a  very  different  Scene  prefents  itfelf.  The  Conftrudtion  in 
both  Cafes  is  found  full  of  Difficulties  unexpe&ed,,  and  emb’ar- 
rafled  with  Impediments  that  were  unforefeen,  all  requiring 
much  Thought  and  Labour  to  remove.  Sometimes  the  necefi- 
fary  Materials  are  wanting,  fometimes  thofe  that  had  been  pro¬ 
cured  are  difcovered  to  be  defective,  fometimes  this  happens  after 
they  have  been  employed,  when  it  becomes  neceflary  to  look  oi  t 
for  freffi  and  to  build  anew  ;  fometimes  they  lie  at  a  great  Dii- 
tance,  and  often  depend  upon  others,  which  of  couife  occa- 
fions  frequent  Difappointments  and  unavoidable  Delay.  To 
all  this  the  poor  Architect  hath  nothing  to  oppofe  but  Patience 
and  Perfeverance,  fupported  by  the  Confcioufnefs  of  the  Redli- 
tude  of  his  own  Intentions,  and  of  his  proceeding  with  all  the 
Expedition  that  under  fuchCircumftanees  is  in  his  Power.  Happy 
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if  at  laft  his  Endeavours  meet  with  a  favourable  Reception,  and 
the  Public  is  difpofed  to  afford  their  Sandlion  to  the  Pains  and 
Toil  he  has  taken  to  merit  their  Efteem,  the  Hopes  of  which 
alone  fupported  him  in  the  Execution  of  his  Talk. 

In  the  Fir  ft  Book  the  Bafts  of  this  Work  is  eftablifhed.  In  that 
an  Enquiry  hath  been  made  as  to  the  natural  Advantages  from 
which  fome  Countries  have  been  rendered  fertile,  and  their  In¬ 
habitants  profperous  and  potent,  and  into  the  Caufes  why  others 
have  either  never  rifen  into  fuch  Confequence  or  have  quickly 
declined.  Thefe  Principles  being  fupported  by  Fadts,  and  from 
thence  recommended  to  the  Reader’s  Judgment,  the  natural 
Prerogatives  of  thefe  Iflands  have  been  largely  examined,  their 
Excellencies  pointed  out,  confirmed  by  Inftances  perfectly 
well  known,  and  as  Occafion  offered  fome  new  Improvements 
fuggefted.  If  in  refpedt  to  thefe  we  had  been  lefs  explicit  or 
not  attentive  in  bringing  Proofs  for  every  Thing  that  is  advanced, 
the  remaining  Part  of  this  Performance  would  have  been  fome- 
times  doubtful,  and  frequently  obfcure.  But  the  Reader  being 
previoufly  acquainted  with  thefe  Matters  will  be  able  to  apply 
them  without  Difficulty,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  Neceffity  of  Repe¬ 
titions  and  Digreffions  which  might  have  embarraffed  the  fub- 
fequent  Subjects  of  which  we  treat  In  this  Book  all  imagin¬ 
able  Pains  hath  been  taken  to  ffiew  that  all  Things  effential  to 
the  Welfare  and  Grandeur  of  a  People,  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe 
Iflands  have  in  their  Power;  and  that  if  their  Numbers  fhould 
be  greatly  increafed,  which,  confidering  the  Extent  ofeour  Em¬ 
pire,  is  a  Thing  much  to  be  wiffied  ;  there  are  no  Grounds  to 
apprehend  their  Want  either  of  Subfiftence  or  Employment. 
We  have  been  particularly  copious  in  refpe<£t  to  the  lefs  known 
or  at  leaft  lefs  conftdered  Dependencies  on  thefe  Iflands,  that  by 
making  their  Confequences  appear  they  might  be  thought 
worthy  of  more  Notice  for  the  future,,  and  this  the  rather,  be- 
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caufe  the  bringing  them  into  a  clofer  Connection  with  our 
Two  great  Illands  would  prevent  the  Emigrations  of  their  In¬ 
habitants  from  Neceftity,  and  thereby  increafe  the  Body  of  the 
Nation  by  an  Acceffion  of  active  and  induftrious  Subjects,  which 
is  a  Point  of  the  higheft  political  Importance,  and  which,  from 
a  Variety  of  Circ urn  fiances,  we  have  Reafon  to  think  will  ap¬ 
pear  more  and  more  manifeft  every  Day. 

Th  is  broad  Foundation  being  thus  laid,  we  have  proceeded 
to  a  more  minute  Inquiry  into  the  Extent  of  this  Country,  and 
to  render  this  more  uleful  and  fatisfactory,  to  compare  it  with 
the  other  great  States  of  Europe,  in  order  to  fhew,  that  with  the 
Advantage  of  our  infular  Situation,  we  have  juft  Grounds  to 
prefume,  that  by  a  prudent  and  fteady  Management  we  may 
be  able  to  fuftain  that  wide  expanded  Empire  which  Providence 
hath  been  pleafed  to  beftow.  A  curfory  Difcuffion  of  the  Na¬ 
tive  Commodities,  the  Produ&ions  which  Skill  and  Induftry 
have  drawn  forth,  and  the  Means  by  which  all  thefe  may  be 
preferved  and  improved,  became  our  next  Care.  In  treating 
thefe  Subjects  we  have  been  peculiarly  attentive  to  the  numerous 
Helps  and  Inftruments  that  Science,  fupported  by  public  Spirit, 
hath  furnifhed,  for  promoting  the  Skill  and  rewarding  the  Toil 
of  our  People,  fo  as  to  render  their  Emoluments  equivalent  to 
their  Pains.  The  various  States  of  this  Country  in  different  Pe¬ 
riods  have  been  brought  to  the  Reader's  View,  and  their  Caufes 
traced  through  the  different  Modes  of  Government  which  in  thole 
different  Periods  have  prevailed.  The  gradual  Growth  of  our 
prefent  excellent  Conftitution  hath  been  explained,  or  at  lead: 
endeavoured  to  be  explained,  its  beneficial  Confequences  de- 
fcribed,  and  the  Reafons  fhewn  why  we  may  hope  it  will  conti¬ 
nue  for  Ages,  and  during  its  Continuance  be  productive  of  the  like 
good  Effeds.  This  is  chiefly  founded  in  the  rendering  it  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  Happinefs  of  the  People  is  and  niuft  be  its  primary 
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Qbjed,  and  that  while  they  are  true  to  their  own  Interefis,  it 
nnift  from  thence  remain  unfhaken  and  fecure.  In  this  diffi¬ 
cult  Undertaking  we  have  directed  our  Coiiffe  not  by  any  pre¬ 
conceived  political  Syftem  of  Opinions,  but  by  the  Evidence  af¬ 
forded  us  by  Facts,  confidering  public  Bleffings,  and  the  flou- 
xiffiing  State  of  the  Community  as  the  effential  and  incontro¬ 
vertible  Marks  of  a  good  Government,  and  much  more  to  be 
relied  on  than  any  fpeculative  Sentiments  whatever* 

As  a  very  noble  and>  fhining  Inftance  of  that  Profperity. 
which  hath  attended  the  full  Eftablifhment  of  our  free  Con- 
ftitution,  vve  have  laboured  to  give  a  comprehenfive,  though  a 
fuccind  Account  of  our  Poffeffions,  Colonies,  and  Settlements- 
in  all  the  different  Parts  of  the  Globe,  and  to  fhew  how  far  they 
have  contributed  to  the  Grandeur  and  Opulence  of  the  Britiflv 
Empire.  A  Subjed  in  itfelf  equally  pleafing,  entertaining,  and 
inftrudive,..  as  it  proves  the  Influence  of  Commerce  and  mari¬ 
time  Power,  by  which  Dominions  fo  extenfive  and  at  fo  great 
a  Diftance  have  been  acquired  and  united  to  us  by  the  Ties  of 
mutual  Interefis  and  a  reciprocal  Communication  of  Benefits, 
whereas  other  great  Empires  have  been  ufually  founded  in  Vio¬ 
lence,  and  the  Succefs  of  Armies  from  v/hence  they  carried  in. 
themfelves  the  Seeds  of  their  own  Deftrudion  from  the  natural. 
Repugnance  cf  human  Nature  to  a  fkvifh  Subjedion,  from 
which  the  Subjeds  of  Britain  wherever  feated  are  free.  This 
naturally  leads  to  the  Confideration  of  our  foreign  Commerce,, 
the  interior  Trade  of  the  Kingdom,  and  thofe  different  Na¬ 
vigations  which  are,  and  muff  ever  be,  the.  Support  of  our  Ma¬ 
ritime  Power,  as  that  is  of  our  Empire.  Thefe  we  have  care- 
bully  endeavoured  to  render  as  plain,  diftind,  and  obvious  as 
noffible*  that  it  might  clearly  appear  we  have  not.  over-rated 
either  the  Advantages  of  our  infular  Situation  or  their  Effeds 
kk  iccuring  to  us.  all  the  Benefits  that  can.  be  derived  from 

4  the. 


/ 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


V 


die  different  Branches  of  Traffic  that  human  Wifdom  hath  hi¬ 
therto  been  able  to  devife.  This  is  a  concife  Account  of  what 
hath  been  attempted  in  a  Political  Survey  of  Britain  :  An  At¬ 
tempt  in  which,  on  the  Plan  here  purfued,  we  had  no  Guide, 
though  many  Helps  and  Informations,  without  which,  what¬ 
ever  it  may  be,  it  could  never  have  been  performed,  and  for 
which,  where  it  was  in  our  Power,  and  we  were  permitted,  w^e 
have  paid  our  grateful  Acknowledgments,  and  mu  ft  reft  all  our 
Hopes  on  the  Reader’s  Candour,  and  the  Confideration  of  the 
numerous  and  great  Difficulties  that  neceffarily  lay  in  the  Way 
of  an  Undertaking  ofiuch  Extent,  and  which,  as  might  be  cafily 
fhewn,  was  both  altering  and  extending  while  in  our  Hands. 

In  a  Work,  which  from  its  Nature,  required  the  Inveftiga- 
tion  and  Difcuffion  of  fuch  a  Variety  of  “arduous  and  difficult 
Subjects,  it  would  be  very  great  Prefumption  to  fuppofe  that  the 
Author,  in  Spite  of  all  his  Care  and  Attention  hath  not  com¬ 
mitted  a  Multitude  of  Miftakes,  which,  no  Doubt,  will  appear 
to  fuch  as  are  better  acquainted  with  particular  Subjects,  than  > 
he  is  or  pretends  to  be  ;  this  put  him  under  the  Neceffity 
of  applying  to  the  Candour  of  the  judicious  Reader,  and 
this  flatters  him  with  the  Expectation,  that  his  Appeal  will 
not  be  in  vain.  In  proportion  as  Men  are  judicious,  they  are  - 
ufually  impartial  and  compaflionate,  diipofed  to  excufe  invcJun-  - 
tary  Errors,  and  thofe  Miftakes  that  arife  without  any  ill  Defign,  . 
The  Truth  is,  that  fuch  an  Attempt  was  almoft  beyond  the 
Reach  of  any  One  Man’s  Abilities, ..  of  which  none  could 
be  more  confcious  than  himfelf.  If  it  fhould  be  a  Iked, 
Why  then  did  you  undertake  it,  or  perflft  in  your  Under-  -• 
taking?  To  this  it  is  ingenuoufly  anfwered,  from  a  full  Con¬ 
viction,  that  a  Work  of  this  Kind  might  be  of  the  greateft  Pub¬ 
lic  Utility,  and  that.it  iiad  better  be  imperfectly  performed  than 
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not  performed  at  all.  The  Senfe  of  this  he  exprefled  when  he 
offered  his  Propofals  to  the  Public,  and  the  kind  Reception 
they  met  with  leaves  him  no  Room  to  doubt  that  his  Imperfec¬ 
tions,  whatever  they  may  be,  will  not  cancel  the  only  Merit  to 
which  he  pretends,  that  of  having  a  ftudious  Regard  to  Truth, 
and  as  far  as  his  Underftanding  could  direct  him,  to  the  public 
Good, 

It  may  be  expected  that  he  fhould  make  fome  Apology  for 
fo  long  a  Delay  ;  but  the  principal  Part  of  his  Defence  in  that 
Refpedt  is  already  couched  in  the  Fir  ft  Paragraph  of  this  Pre¬ 
face.  He  alfo  hopes  it  will  be  conlidered  that  the  moft  inte- 
refting  War  in  which  thefe  Kingdoms  were  ever  involved 
broke  out  while  he  was  writing,  and  that  it  was  impoftibie  to 
fmifh  feveral  Parts  of  this  Work  till  that  War  was  happily  con¬ 
cluded  by  a  Peace.  He  may  alfo  plead  that  in  fuch  a  Period  fo 
many  and  fo  great  Alterations  perhaps  never  occurred  in  our 
Concerns,  to  which  it  was  likewife  his  Duty  to  pay  a  due  Re¬ 
gard.  He  may  add  to  all  this,  that  it  was  equally  his  Wifh  and 
his  Intereft  to  have  finifhed  it  fooner,  but  he  trufts  that  many 
Circumftances  in  the  Book  itfelf  will  fhew,  that  for  the  Sake  of 
obtaining  neceffary  Informations  he  was  frequently  conftrained  to 
delay.  It  is  the  favourite  Labour  of  his  Life,  and  he  hopes  that 
Indulgence  which  upon  other  Occafions  he  hath  fo  frequently 
and  gratefully  experienced  will  be  likewife  extended  to  this,  and 
thereby  render  the  Evening  of  his  Day  ferene. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


<r7“’//E  great  Object  of  true  Policy  is ,  to  render  the  Society  as  happy  as  the 
Situation  and  Circumjiances  of  it  will  allow .  This  proves  no  very  eafy  Tajk , 
where  many  Advantages  feem  to  concur :  Yet  is  not  impofjible ,  even  where  thoje 
are  in  fome  me  afire  wanting.  Thefe  Truths  bejl  illuf rated  by  Faffs,  as  delivered 
to  us  by  Hiftcry.  Grandeur ,  Opulence,  Order,  Magnificence ,  and  Happinefs 
o  f  the  ancient  Inhabitants  of  Egypt.  Fate  of  that  Country ;  Variety  o  f  Majlers ; 

Jlill  retains  the  Vejliges  of  better  Times .  Chinefe  held  by  fome  very  judicious 
Men  to  be  dejcended  from  the  Egyptians.  There  is  a  very  great  Refemblance 
in  the  Principles  of  Government  in  thefe  Nations,  and  no  lefs  in  their  Con¬ 
ditions.  The  riding  Maxim  of  both  Countries  the  fame ;  viz.  univerfal  Obe¬ 
dience  to  the  Laws.  S pain  in  ancient  Times  a  very  fruitful  Country ,  inhabited 
by  a  numerous,  brave,  and  indufirious  People.  Now,  thro ’  the  inordinate  Am- 
Vol.  I.  B  bit  ion 
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hit  ion  of  its  Monarchist  become  poor ,  thinly  peopled ,  and  the  Shadow  of  what 
it  once  was.  Italy ,  the  Garden  of  Europe ,  and  full  of  Plenty,  when  under  a 
right  Form  of  Rule.  The  pafi  and  prefent  Condition  of  the  Republics  in  that 
Country  defcribed.  The  Nature  and  Cuxumftances  of  the  Helvetic  Body,  and  the 
Territories  they  poffefs.  Highly  improved ,  exceedingly  populous,  and,  compara¬ 
tively  [peaking,  very  rich.  The  Caufes  of  the  Grandeur  and  Wealth  of  the  Low 
Countries.  The  Marnier  of  their  Fall,  and  the  Confequences.  The  wonderful  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  the  Dutch  Republic.  The  true  Caufes  of  their firm  Efiablifhment, 
and  rapid  Advancement.  Some  of  their  capital  Maxims.  The  UJe  of  thefe 
Hiftorical  Reprefentations.  A  Sketch  of  the  Points  of  greatefl  Confequence  in 
national  and  genuine  Policy.  Infinitely  preferable  to  thofe  Intrigues  which 
in  the  prefent  Age  ufurp  this  Title-. 


H  E  Moderns,  in  exalting  the  Quality,  have  Strangely  debafed  the 
Nature,  of  POL  I  C  Y,  by  ufing  that  Term  to  exprefs  Intrigues 
of  State,  the  Secrets  of  the  Cabinet,-  or  the  Skill  of  managing 
Affairs  in  a  Court  ;  which  confequentiy  implies  great  Imperti¬ 
nence  in  private  Men,  to  meddle,  uncalled,  in  fuch  Bufinefs ;  and  that  fupe- 
rior  Parts,  and  peculiar  Genius,  are  requifite  to  fuch  as  are  initiated  into  thefe 
Myfteries.  But  the  original  Meaning  of  the  Term,  and  what  mav  be  Stiled 
its  genuine  Signification,  is,  the  Art  of  ordering  all  Things  for  the  common 
Benefit  of  the  Citizensdn  a  free  State  ;  which  plainly  leaves  every  Man,  at  leaff 
the  Liberty  to  Study  it,,  if,  as  Occafion  ferves,  it  does  not  preferibe  it  as  a 
Duty  ;  the  Will  or  Intention  of  doing  which,  is  what  we  call  Public  Spirit  a,. 
The  Perfection  of  POLICY,  conlidered  in  this  Light,  and  I  mean  to  meddle 
with  it  in  none  but  this,  is  fo  to  improve  the  natural  Advantages  in  the  Pofleffion 
or  in  the  Power  of  the  Society  to  which  it  is  applied,  as  to  make  all  without 
Distinction,,  who  compofe  that  Society,  as  happy  as  it  is  poffible ;  and  to 
place  this  Happinefs  on  the  firmed;  Bafis,  fo  as  that  neither  the  ever-mutable 
Tempers  of  Men,  or  the  inevitable  Viciffitudes  of  Time,  fhould  affeCt  it 
We  know,  that  in  this  World  Perfection  is  not  to  be  attained  ;  but  it  ought 
notwithstanding  to  be  aimed  at,  becaufe,  without  keeping  this  unattainable 
Perfection  deadily  in  View,  we  cannot  proceed  far  in  what  is  to  be  attained  j 
and  for  this  Purpofe,  perhaps,  Providence  indulged  to  us  fuch  an  Idea  c.. 


Where  a  Country  is  favourably  difpofed,  in  refpeCt  to  Sun  and  Soil ;  where 
her  Productions  are  equally  numerous  and  valuable  ;  where  Inhabitants 
abound,  and  all  things  feem  to  promife  Plenty  and  Grandeur;  we  fhould 
fuppofe  that  Small  Skill  might  fuffice,  and  that,  with  the  Exuberance  of  the 
Golden  Age,  its  Innocence  alfo  would  return,  and  Mankind  enjoy  Abun¬ 
dance,  with  little  Labour,  and  an  happy  State  of  Tranquility,  almoSt  without 

a  Ariftotelis  Politicorum,  lib.  iti.  cap.  i.  et  lib.  vii.  cap.  t. 

b  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  iii.  de  Finib.  lib.  v.  Senec.  de  Clement,  lib.  i. 

*  Cicer..  de  Offic.  lib.  ii.  85,  86.  Epift.  ad  Quint,  i.  Lamprid.  in  Alex.  Sev.  cap.  45; 

Laws. 
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Laws.  But  Experience  fhews  quite  the  contrary.  The  fineft  Countries  are 
often  Defarts ;  Nature’s  Indulgence  is  frequently  neglected ;  and  thofe,  who 
might,  with  a  little  Attention,  be  the  Matters,  at  leaft  the  Envy,  become, 
thro’  their  own  Omiffions,  the  Subje&s  or  the  Scorn  of  their  wifer,  and  of 
confequence  their  happier  Neighbours  d.  In  the  moft  fertile,  in  the  bett 
fituated  Countries,  Prudence  is  rather  more  requittte,  than  where  thefe 
Bleflings  are  wanting  ;  ttnce,  in  fuch,  Neceflity  fupplies  her  Place,  and,  tho’ 
a  harfher,  is  frequently  found  to  be  a  Mittrefs  better  obeyed.  It  is  with  Na¬ 
tions,  as  with  private  Men :  Thofe  who  fet  out  with  the  amplett  Stock,  and 
the  faireft  Profpetft,  do  not  always  meet  with  the  greateft  Succefs ;  tho’  generally 
this,  in  both  Cafes,  fprings  from  their  own  Fault  e.  Plenty  may  be  very 
eafily  abufed  ;  and  as  it  is  an  old,  it  is  alfo  a  very  juft  Maxim,  that  whenever 
the  bett  Things  are  corrupted,  they  become  the  worft.  It  is  from  hence,  that 
in  whatever  Country,  Hefted  with  Advantages  by  Nature,  the  Inhabitants 
once  degenerate,  they  are  rarely,  if  ever,  recovered  out  of  that  low  and 
defpicable  State,  but  remain,  like  Monuments  of  felf-wrought  Mifery,  fet 
up  by  Providence,  for  the  Information  of  the  reft  of  Mankind  k 

But  in  Places  where  the  common  Neceflaries  of  Life  are  hardly  obtained, 
where  the  Soil  is  ingrateful,  and  the  Climate  fcarce  tolerable,  it  fhould  feem, 
that  even  Wifdom,  at  leaft  human  Wifdom,  could  do  little,  except  fuggefting 
the  ftiort  Meafure  of  quitting  the  Place.  However,  we  plainly  fee  this  is  not 
fo.  Such  Countries  as  thefe,  or  at  leaft  fuch  as  have  been  in  this  Condition, 
are  ib  far  from  being  uninhabited,  that  they  fwarm  with  People,  who,  by  a 
due.Exercife  of  their  Heads  and  their  Hands,  remove,  or  at  leaft  qualify,  all 
Hardfhips,  procure  unlooked-for  Conveniencies,  improve  what  feemed  inca¬ 
pable  of  any  Improvement,  invent,  vary,  and  adopt  foreign  Inventions,  till, 
.in  the  Clofe,  they  fo  far  alter  their  own  Condition,  and  in  doing  this  that  of 
their  Country,  as  to  Leave  us  no  Evidence  but  Hiftory,  compared  with  the 
Lights  of  Reafon,  to  Ihew  what  they  and  it  once  were  g.  Amongft  fuch 
Nations,  the  Maxims  of  that  Prudence,  by  which  they  are  directed,  ftreng- 
then  in  a  Courfe  of  Years  into  Habits,  and  ferve  to  maintain  that  beautiful 
Structure,  which,  when  firft  pra&ifed,  they  raifed.  Thus  Governments  fpring- 
ing  out  of  common  Diftrefs,  and  which  receive  their  original  Conftftence  from 
the  concurrent  Neceflities  of  their  Subjedts,  proceed  flowly  ;  but  relift  all  Op¬ 
inion,  knit  clofely,  and  become  gradually  fo  compact,  as  to. defend  themfelves 
better  againft  Time  and  Accidents,  than  Empires  eftablilhcd  in  liner  Countries, 

«  *  •  •  • 

d  Herodot.  lib.  i.  Juftin.  lib.  ii.  cap.  13.  Saluft.  Oratione  i.  de  Republica  ordinanda. 

c  Cicer.  pro  Rofc.  Amer.  ii.  75.  Valer.  Max.  lib.  ix.  Sil.  Italic,  lib.  xv.  Bell.  Punic. 

f  Juflin.  lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  4.  Cl.au  dian.  lib.  iii.  in  Stiiicon.  laud.  Machiayel.  de  Republica, 
lib.  i.  cap.  17  et  55. 

C  Tacit,  de  Moribus  Germanorum,  cap.  ii.  Simler.  de  Republica  Helvet.  Sir  William  Temple's 
«Obf?rvations  on  the  Netherlands 
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quicker  in  Growth,  and  much  more  promifing  in  Appearance  h.  Luxuriant 
Plains  produce  Trees  for  Shade  3  but  on  the  bleak  Mountains  rife  the  Pine, 
the  Oak,  and  the  Cedar  h 

Thus  then  it  appears  that  Policy,  which  is  the  common  Senfe  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  or  rather  common  Senfe  applied  to  Government,  is  every- where  requi- 
jite,  lerving  in  fome  Nations  to  redrain,  in  others  to  excite,  in  all  to  methodize 
and  dired,  the  Endeavours  of  a  Nation  k.  But  to  underdand  this  thoroughly 
and  practical ly,  the  bed;  Way  is  to  condder  the  Evidence  of  Fads,  which,  of 
all  others,  affords  the  cleared,  founded:,  and  mod:  imitable  Inftrudion,  as 
propofmg  nothing  to  our  Attempt,  but  what  others  have  accompl idled.  We 
learn  from  thence,  in  the  mod  pleadng  and  in  the  mod  convincing  manner, 
from  our  own  Obfervations  and  Refledions  We  are  apt  to  doubt  the  Validity 
even  of  the  mod  conneded  Reafonings,  when  they  do  not  concur  with  our 
own  Notions,  and  to  edeem  them  at  bed  but  probable  Conjedures.  Expe¬ 
rience  is  a  more  prevailing  Guide  3  die  brings  her  Witneffes  with  her,  whom 
wTe  may  examine  in  the  drided  manner  5  and,  when  we  have  their  concurrent 
Tedimonies,  we  cannot  refufe  our  Affent  n\  We  know,  that  the  Powers  and 
Abilities  of  Mankind  are  nearly  the  fame  in  all  Countries,  and  therefore  can¬ 
not  difpute,  that  what  they  have  been  able  to  effed  in  one  Place,  they  may 
likewife  bring  about  in  another. 

The  mod  celebrated  Nation  among  the  Ancients,  in  point  of  Wifdom, 
Power,  and  Manners,  were  the  Egyptians  3  and  they  were  defervedly  famous 
in  all  refpeds.  The  Country  of  Egypt  derived  great  Advantages  from  Nature, 
but  her  earlied  Inhabitants  had  been  very  miferable,  if  they  had  not  derived 
many  more  Advantages  from  Art  n.  The  Nile  was  their  only  River  3  and  its 
annual  Overflowings,  indead  of  a  Bleffmg,  might  have  been  a  Curfe,  if  the 
Rulers  of  this  Country  had  been  lefs  attentive  and  fagacious  than  they  were, 
or  the  People  lefs  obedient.  All  the  Cities  and  Towns  were  placed  upon 
Eminences,  raifed  by  the  Labour,  and  difpofed  by  the  Prudence,  of  Man. 
The  Waters  were  cohduded  to  them  by  Canals,  from  whence,  at  the  proper 
Seafon,  the  whole  flat  Country  was  flooded  3  but  to  a  proper  Degree  only, 
and  for  a  proper  Time  °.  Many  fine  Cities  were  ereded  at  convenient  Di¬ 
dances,  drong  Fortreffes  covered  their  Frontiers,  Ports  were  opened  on  the 
Mediterranean  and  on  the  Red  Sea  5  there  was  nothing  fo  extenflve  as  their 

h  Ritratti  della  Coll  d’Alemagna,  di  Nicolas  Machiavelli.  Georgii  Hornii  Uly/Tes  perigrinans, 
lib.  i.  Burnet’s  Letters. 

*  Evelyn’s  Sy-lva,  Book  ii.  Chap.  2,  3. 

k  Arifiot.  iv.  Ethic,  cap.  5.  Demoflhenes,  Orat.  i.  contra  Ariflog.  Cicer.  iv.  ad  Herrenium. 

1  Arillot.  i.  Rhetor,  cap.  5.  Diodor  Sicul.  Biblioth.  lib.  i,  Polyb.  Hill.  lib.  1. 

m  Plutarch,  in  Timoleonte.  Liv.  Hill.  lib.  i.  Illorie  Fiorentine  di  Nicol.  Machiavelli,  lib.  viii. 

n  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii,  p.  787.  Voyages  de  Thevenot. 

o  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  lib.  i.  Plutarch,  de  Fac.  in  Orb,  Lun. 
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Commerce,  except  their  Reputation  p.  Their  Laws  were  very  fevere,  but  they 
were  excellently  contrived  j  and  their  Kings  obferved  them  as  punctually  as 
the  lowed:  of  their  Subjects.  If  a  Citizen  was  injured,  the  Conftitution  armed 
every  Citizen  for  his  Defence ;  and  a  Malefadtor,  as  foon  as  he  became  l'o, 
had  for  his  Profecutors  the  whole  Nation  q.  Every  Man  had  his  Calling  and 
his  Relidence  aftigned  ;  fo  that  none  knew  how  or  where  to  be  idle.  They  had 
Laws  to  difcourage  borrowing  ;  but  the  Law  firft  provided,  that  there  fhould 
be  Plenty  n  They  had  Armies,  and  they  were  well  difciplined  ;  but  they 
adted  chiefly  on  the  Defenflve.  The  Egyptians  were  known  to  Foreigners  by 
their  Colonies.  They  fent  their  People  abroad  to  propagate  Science  and 
Morals,  not  to  confound  or  deftroy  s.  This  great  Empire  fubflfled  Sixteen 
hundred  Years.  It  fell  at  laft !  Ambition,  Luxury,  and  Faction,  were  the 
Caufes  of  that  Fall,  from  which  it  never  recovered  L 

Tho’  the  Nation  was  thus  enflaved,  and  (pent  her  little  remaining  Strength 
in  fruitlefs  Endeavours  to  recover  her  Liberty,  when  fhe  had  loft  her  Virtue, 
yet  all  the  natural  and  acquired  Advantages  of  the  Country  remained  to  the 
Conquerors,  and  Egypt  was  the  principal  Jewel  in  the  Perfian  Diadem  u.  It 
was  the  favourite  Province  of  Alexander,  when  his  Flatterers  ftiled  him  the 
Matter  of  the  World  w.  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  the  mott  famous  of  the  Greek 
Monarchs  who  ruled  here,  kept  up  an  Army  of  Three  hundred  thoufand  Foot, 
and  Twenty  thoufand  Horfe,  excluflve  of  the  greatett  Maritime  Force  the 
World  could  then  boatt ;  eredled  Cities ;  made  new  Havens  j  lived  in  prodigious 
Splendor  and  Magnificence ;  and  yet  left  upwards  of  One  hundred  and  Ninety 
Millions  Sterling  in  his  Coffers  at  his  Deceafe  His  Succelfors  were  firft  van- 
quifhed  by  Luxury,  and  next  by  the  Romans.  Egypt  became  then  the  Staff  of 
that  Empire,  as  it  afterwards  was  of  the  Greeks,  while  they  held  with  the  like^ 
Title  Conftantinople  y.  It  fell,  through  their  ill  Management,  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Saracens  5  and,  after  being  fubjectt  to  Two  Dynafties  of  Mamalukes, 
was  at  length  conquered  by  the  Turks,  in  whofe  Hands  it  now  is  G  In  fpite 
of  a  Succeflion  of  barbarous  Matters,  it  ftill  retains  theVeftiges  of  its  ancient 
Grandeur,  and  appears  majeftic  even  in  Ruins  a.  Thofe  Ruins,  that  bear 
inconteftible  Evidence  to  the  Truth  of  ancient  Hiftory,  and  leave  us  without 

P  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii.  Diod.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  lib.  i.  cap.  5.  Euripid.  Troad. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  lib.  i.  Plat,  in  Tim. 

r  Herodot. -lib.  ii.  p.  62.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  lib.  i.  cap.  6. 

*  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii.  Pompon.  Mela,  lib.  i.  c.  9.  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  ii. 

1  Herodot.  lib.  iii.  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  xi.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii. 

u  Herodot.  lib.  vii.  p.  16/.  Diodbr.  Sicul.  lib.  xv.  cap.  1 1.  Xenophon. 

w  Diod.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  lib.  xvii.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii.  Plutarch,  in  Alexandro. 

*  Appian.  Alexand.  in  Praefat. 

y  Cod.  Theodof.  lib.  xiii.  tit.  5.  leg.  32. 

*  Elmacin.  Hiftor.  Saracen,  lib.  ii.  cap.  16,  17.  Pocockii,  Supplementum  Hiflor.  Dynaft.  p.  29. 

3  Petri  Bellonii,  Obfervationes.  P.  Vanfleb,  nouvelle  Relation  d’un  Voyage  fait  en  Egypte  ea 
1672  et  1673.  Voyages  de  Thevenot,  Lucas,  & c. 
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Scruple,  as  to  the  Veracity  of  what  is  recorded  of  the  Wifdom  of  its  ancient 
Princes,  and  the  amazing  Docility,  and  yet  more  amazing  Induftry,  of  their 
Subjects  b.  This  Country  of  Wonders,  this  primary  Seat  of  Science,  Arts,  and 
Commerce,  excelling  all  other  Lands  in  Plenty,  and  in  the  Number  of  In¬ 
habitants,  in  point  of  Extent  is  not  altogether  twice  as  large  as  Britain. 

'Some  of  the  moft  judicious  among  the  Learned  have  fuppofed,  that  the 
Chinefe  are  defcended  from  the  Egyptians.  Tradition,  Similarity  of  Man¬ 
ners,  and  the  Events  that  have  happened  to  both  Governments,  ftrongly 
favour  this  Conjecture  c.  One  of  the  darkeft  Points  of  the  Egyptian  Hiftory, 
is  the  Expedition  of  Ofiris,  or  Bacchus,  into  the  Indies.  The  Origin  of  the 
Chinefe  cannot  well  be  more  obfcure  d.  The  Spirit  of  the  Laws,  in  both 
Countries,  is  precifely  the  fame,  being  calculated  to  regulate  even  the  minuted; 
Actions  of  Man,  to  promote  Induftry,  to  preferve  Juftice,  and  to  place  the 
Majefty  of  the  Empire  in  the  Happinefs  of  the  SubjeCt,  rather  than  in  foreign 
Conquefts  e.  If  there  was  a  DefeCt  in  the  Egyptian  Policy,  it  lay  in  their 
Militia:  They  were  fine  Troops,  exaCtly  difciplined,  ever  ready  for  Service  ; 
but  when  they  came  to  ACtion  they  wanted  Spirit.  This  is  the  Cafe  of  the 
Chinefe :  They  fhould  be  Soldiers,  and  they  are  Machines.  But  in  both 
Countries  the  Frame  of  the  Conftitution  has  been  fo  admirable,  that  they  have 
changed  Mafters  without  changing  their  Cuftoms :  So  the  Ethiopian  Monarchs 
ruled  Egypt  j  fo,  at  this  Day,  the  Tartars  govern  China,  Mafters  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  but  fubmiffive  to  their  Laws  fi 

At  this  Day  China  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  what  Egypt  was ;  and  this  from 
th e  fame (:Caufes ,  and  from  a  ftrong  Refemblance  in  the  Nations.  The  Chinefe 
are,  from  their  very  Infancy,  trained  to  Induftry  and  Labour :  Such  Principles 
as  are  necelfary  to  the  Well-being  of  Society  are  fo  inculcated  from  thejr 
Childhood,  as,  when  they  grow  up,  to  ftrengthen  into  Habits  g.  Perfonal 
Merit  is  the  only  Road  to  Preferment,  and  the  foie  Title  to  Nobility.  The 
Welfare  of  the  People  is  the  declared  ObjeCt  of  the  Government ;  and  there 
are  fo  many  feen  and  unfeqn .Checks  upon  the  Adminiftration,  that  no  great 
Error  can  pafs  without  Notiqe,  no  Crime  of  any  Magnitude  remain  long 
unpunifhech  The  Emperor  himfelf  is  accountable,  becaufe  he  prefers,  to  the 
Pomp  and  Pleafures  of  the  Imperial  Dignity,  his  Reputation.  Where  every 
jMan  hoes  his  Duty,  every  thing  will  profper.  The  Provinces  of  China  are 

'  m  \ 

b  Melton,  Kircher,  Maillet,  Sna\y,  Pococke,  Templeman’s  Survey. 
c  Huet,  Hiftoire  du  Commerce  et  de  la  Navigation  des  Anciens,  Chap.  x. 
d  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  p.  46,  64.  Diodor.  Sicjul.  lib.  i.  cap.  2.  Strabon.  Geograph.  lib.  xi. 
e  Marci  Pauli  Veneti,  Relat.  de  Regionibus  Orientalibus-.  Gruberi,  Tartarica  et  Sink?.  Adr. 
Mulleri,  de  Sinenlium  rebus  Epiftola. 

f  Hiftoire  de  la  Conquete  de  la  Chine  par  les  Tartares,  traduite  de  l’Efpagnol  de  M.  dePalafox. 
s  Tratados  Hifloricos,  Politicos,  ethicos  y  religiofos,  de  la  Monarchia  de  China,  con  defcrip- 
cion  breve  de  aquel  Imperio,  y  exemplos  raros,  de  Einperadores  y  Magiftrados4en  el,  por  Domingo 
Eemandez  Navarette.  Madrid,  1676.  Folio. 
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in  the  moft  flourifhing  Condition  ;  their  Lands  exactly  cultivated  ;  even  their 
Mountains  difpofed  into  Terraces,  and  the  Rocks  themfelves  fcarce  fuffered  to 
be  barren  ;  Public  Roads  every- where  kept  in  perfect  Order,  at  the  Public  Ex¬ 
pence  ;  Canals  fo  judicioufly  difpofed,  that  the  moft  diftant  Parts  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  correfpond  by  Water-carriage  ;  Colleges,  Bridges,  Triumphal  Arches, 
and  whatever  regards  the  Publick,  liable  and  flately ;  while  Neatnefs  and- 
Convenience  characterize  private  Dwellings.  Our  European  Traders  reproach 
thefe  People  with  Fraud,  Timidity,  and  Treachery  :  But  as  they  converfe  only 
with  the  Scum  of  a  trading  Town,  it  is  unfair,  from  fuch  a  Sample,  to  judge 
of  a  whole  People  :  And  befides,  thefe  ate  Drawbacks ;  for,  without  Doubt, 
fuch  Qualities  cannot  either  recommend  them,  or  conduce  to  their  Profperity. 
Domeftic  Commerce,  that  is,  the  Trade  carried  on  between  the  feveral  Pro- 
vinces  and  Dependencies  of  this  Empire,  is  the  great  Source  of  its  Wealth,., 
and  a  due  Diftribution  of  that  the  Caufe  of  univerfal  Plenty  h.  But  then 
China  is  Fifteen  times  larger  than  Great  Britain ;  and,  tho’  not  half  the  Size" 
of  Europe,  contains  full  as  many  People  k 

These  Empires  are  mentioned,  not  only  from  the  Notoriety  of  the 
Fads  that  regard  them ;  but  becaufe,  in  Reality,  there  are  fcarce  any 
other,  at  leaf!  of  tolerable  Extent,  that  can  be  mentioned  as  Inftances  of  a 
judicious  and  fuccefsful  Policy,  under  which  the  Country  has  been  fully 
peopled,  compleatly  cultivated,  and  Mankind  made  happy,  or  at  leaft  fur- 
nifhed  with  the  Means  of  being  fo,  as  far  as  the  Means  of  Happinefs  regard 
this  Life.  Before  we  draw  nearer  home,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  infill  on 
one  Circumflance  common  to  the  Egyptian  and  to  the  Chinefe  Conflitution, 
and  which  may  poffibly  be  confidered  as  the  fecret  Spring  keeping  thefe  great 
Machines  of  Government  in  Motion.  Among!!  the  former  it  was,  amongft 
the  latter  People  it  is,  an  inviolable  Law,  that  all  their  Laws  fhall  be  known 
and  obeyed  k.  There  are  no  fuch  Things  as  dormant  Statutes,  different  and 
perplexed  Inflitutions,  fome  prevailing  here,  and  fome  there,  but  one  uniform 
Plan  of  Government  pervades  all,  is  univerfally  underflood,  devoutly  revered, 
and  generally  pradifedv- 

It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  Monarchy  more  compad,  or  a  Country  better 
fituated,  than  Spain ;  furrounded  on  Three  Sides  by  the  Ocean  and  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  fortified  on  the  Fourth  by  the  Pyrenees  1 ;  feated  in  an  excellent 
Climate,  finely  diverfified  with  Mountains  and  Valleys,  producing  ufeful  and 
valuable  Commodities,  and  open  on  all  Sides  to  Commerce.  In  ancient 

h  P.  le  Comte,  Memoires  de  la  Chine,  vol.  ii.  let.  1.  Defcription  of  China  by  Dionyfius  Kao, 
a  Native  of  that  Empire,  in  Harris’s  Voyages,  vol.  ii.  p.  988.  P.  du  Halde,  Defcription  de 
1’Empire  de  la  Chine,  Tom.  ii.  p.  172,  186. 

*  Templeman’s  Survey,  pi.  23. 

k  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  Diod.  Sicul.  lib.  i.  Plat,  de  Legibus,  lib.  ii.  Navarette  Tratados  hifto* 
ricos,  &e.  de  la  Monarchia  de  China,  lib.  ii.  c.  3. 

1  Cellarius,  Cluverius,  Luyts  in  Hifpan.  .Defcript. 
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Times,  when  divided  into  many  Principalities,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Coun¬ 
try  were  brave,  were  rich,  and  numerous,  defended  themfeves  gallantly 
again  if  the  Carthaginians  and  Romans,  were  edeemed  even  by  their  Con¬ 
querors,  and  celebrated  for  their  'Virtues  by  their  Hidorians  m.  In  later 
Ages  the  Gothic  Monarchy  in  Spain  was  extremely  flouridling  and  potent, 
till  it  fell  by  its  own  Weight,  that  Luxury  which  Wealth  introduced,  and 
that  Corruption  of  Morals  which  naturally  attends  it  n.  Yet  nearer  our 
own  Times,  when  divided  into  many  Chridian  and  Moorifh  Principalities, 
the  Whole  was  thoroughly  peopled,  and  fully  cultivated,  and  was,  in  all 
Relpedts,  one  of  the  riched  and  mod  fruitful  Countries  in  Europe.  If  we 
read  the  Hidory  of  the  Wars  of  Granada,  we  fhall  dand  amazed,  to  find 
what  mighty  Forces  were  in  the  Field  on  both  Sides,  tho’  the  Provinces  under 
the  Dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Arragon  took  no  Share  in  the  Quarrel 
While  this  War  laded,  America  was  diicovered  j  fince  which  Time  more 
Gold  and  Silver  have  been  poured  into  Spain,  than  ever  came  into  any  other 
Part  of  the  World  p. 

Boundless  Power,  and  immenfe  Treafures,  infpired  the  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auffria  with  an  Ambition  fatal  to  themfelves  and  to  their  Subjects. 
XJnfatisfied  with  the  greatefh  Empire  that  perhaps  Men  ever  governed,  and 
believing  Supplies  derived  from  the  Mines  of  America  to  be  inexhaudible, 
they  kept  nothing  in  View  but  the  gratifying  their  own  Padions,  to  which, 
tho’  coloured  with  many  fpecious  Pretences,  without  Scruple,  they  facrificed 
the  Intereds  and  the  Lives  of  their  People  q.  In  confequence  of  this,  Spain 
is  no  longer  what  it  wras ;  the  Bulk  of  the  People  are  lazy,  poor,  and  proud  ; 
the  Country  itfelf  deformed,  as  well  as  depopulated ;  Sands  and  Defarts, 
where  formerly  grew  the  mod:  luxuriant  Harveds  ;  and  there  is  not  now,  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Granada,  a  Spot  of  Ground,  however  favourably  fituated, 
fo  rich  and  fertile  as  the  mod:  rocky  and  inacceffible  Mountains  were  in  the 
Time  of  the  Moors  r.  There  is  no  Doubt  that  the  Expuldon  of  thofe  People, 
who  were  naturally  frugal  and  indudrious,  was  one  great  Caufe  of  this  Revo¬ 
lution.  The  Multitudes  that  have  tranfported  themfelves  to  America  is  faid 
to  be  another.  More  penetrating  People  always  thought  otherwife  ;  and  the 
Spaniards  themfelves  are  now  of  that  Mind,  convinced  by  a  Point  of  Fadt, 
that  the  Provinces  privileged  to  fend  People  to  America  are  the  mod  populous 
and  that  fuch  as  have  not  that  Privilege,  the  mod  thinly  inhabited  of  any  in 

m  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  hi.  Tit.  Liv.  Hift.  Rom.  ap,  Roder.  Sant.  Juflin.  Hid  lib.  xliv. 

n  Rodericus  Toletanus,  de  rebus  Hifpanicis.  Vafaeus,  in  Chron.  Hifp.  Garibay. 

0  Mariana,  Turquette,  Ferreras. 

p  Moncada,  Navarette,  Uflaritz. 

**  Memoires  de  la  Cour  d’Efpagne,  vol.  ii.  p.  193.  Vayrac,  Etat  prefent  de  l’Efpagne,  tom.  i. 
liv.  1.  Hiflory  of  Spanifh  America,  p.  294,  295,  296. 

r  Voyage  de  l’Efpagne,  p.  365.  D.  Diego  de  Saavedra,  Idea  de  un  Principe  Poiitica  Chrifliano 
Empr.  lx vn.  Vayrac,  Etat  prefent  de  l’Efpagne,  tom.  iv.  liv.  6, 
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Spain  s.  The  true  Caufes  are,  that  the  Number,  the  Weight,  and  the  Per" 
plexity  of  Taxes,  in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed  their  Manufactures :  This,  to 
avoid  ftarving,  drove  away  Multitudes  of  People,  which  unavoidably  leffened  the 
Confumption  of  Corn,  and  other  Neceffaries,  and  by  difcouraging  Agriculture, 
rendered  many  fine  Provinces  Defarts.  From  thefe  Difafters  their  Commerce 
was  intirely  changed ;  Foreigners  of  different  Nations  fupplied  them  with 
all  kinds  of  Neceffaries,  and  coming  at  certain  Seafons,  reaped  their  fmall 
Harvefts,  did  other  laborious  Work,  and  in  return  received  hard  Silver,  which 
the  Spaniards  could  not  eat,  drink,  or  wear  t.  To  thefe  may  be  added,  the 
exceffive  Power  and  Revenues  of  the  Clergy,  the  Severity  of  the  Inquifition,  the 
perverfion  of  Juflice,  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Court  in  purfuing  foreign  Ob¬ 
jects  and  Interefts,  while  they  neglected  thofe  of  Spain ;  Caufes  clearly  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  Confequences  afcribed  to  them,  and  which  will  certainly  have  the 
fame  Effect  in  other  Countries  that  we  fee  they  have  already  had  in  this  u.  In 
point  of  Extent,  Spain  is  about  thrice  as  big  as  Great  Britain,  though  the  latter 
is  above  four  times  as  populous  as  the  former,  all  Circumflances  confidered  w. 

Italy,  the  Garden  of  Europe  in  point  of  Situation  and  Soil,  once  the  Seat 
of  Empire,  afterwards  the  Nurfe  of  Arts,  when  they  revived  in  the  Weft,  the 
Mother  of  Manufactures  and  of  Commerce,  what  was,  and  what  is  her  Condi¬ 
tion  !  While  fhe  enjoyed  Liberty,  or  was  governed  by  wife  Princes,  who 
confulted  the  Welfare  of  their  Subjects,  fhe  was  either  the  Miftrefs  or  the 
Envy  of  her  Neighbours  :  But  when  both  the  Eaftern  and  Weftern  Empires 
decayed,  and  this  noble  Country  came  to  be  divided  into  a  Variety  of  Do¬ 
minions,  and  thofe  of  different  kinds,  fhe  experienced,  as  was  natural,  Diver- 
fity  of  Fortunes.  Under  Commonwealths  tolerably  conflituted,  all  her  natu¬ 
ral  Advantages  appeared  in  their  former  Luftre  *.  But  when  Luxury  cor¬ 
rupted  thefe,  or  when  Factions  opened  the  Way  to  Tyranny,  all  was  thrown 
again  into  Confufion,  and  not  the  Cities  and  People  only,  but  the  very  Coun¬ 
try  fuffered.  The  belt  Part  of  the  Territories  of  the  Church,  from  fruitful 
and  pleafant  Plains,  are  become  fteril  and  noifome  Marfhes  y.  Tufcany,  the 
Beauties  of  v/hich  inchanted  Hannibal,  is  no  more  what  it  was,  but  a  rude 
mountainous  Region,  that  here  and  there  however  feems  to  refill  this  Change 
of  Fortune,  and  gives  Evidence  to  the  Truth  of  ancient  Story,  by  fhewing  what 
might  flill  be  done  if  under  an  equal  Government,  and  thoroughly  peopled  z. 

*  Uffaritz,  cap.  xii,  xiii. 

1  Caufes  of  the  Decline  of  the  Spanilh  Monarchy,  p.  193.  Di&ionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii. 
col.  315.  Etat  prefent  d’Efpagne,  chap,  i,  xx. 

u  Montefquieu  de  l’efprit  des  Loix,  liv.  xxi,  Chap.  18.  Wood’s  Survey  of  Trade,  p,  75.  Uf- 
taritz,  cap.  iii,  v. 

w  Tem pieman’s  Survey,  pi.  8. 

*  F.  Leandro  Alberti,  defcrittione  di  tutta  Italia.  M.  Zeilleri,  Itinerarium  Italise. 

7  Luyts  Introduc.  ad  Geographiam,  feft.  2.c.  18.  p.  181,  P.  Labat,  Voyage  d’ltalie.  tom.  vi. 
p.  43.  Sir.  P.  Ski ppon’s  Travels  through  Italy,  in  Churchill’s  Collections,  vol.  vi.  p.  646,  647. 

*  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  289,  290.  Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de  Republieck  van  Holland, 
iii.  deel.  cap.  3.  Bilhop  Burnet’s  Travels,  Letter  iii. 
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What  are  the  Republics  of  Italy,  in  their  modern  State,  to  what  they  were 
anciently  ?  What  is  the  prefent  State  of  Venice,  to  that  which  formerly  held 
not  only  the  Trade,  but  the  Sovereignty  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  was  Miftrefs  of  Iflands  that  had  borne  the  Title  of  Kingdoms  a  ?  What 
is  the  Genoa  of  our  Times,  compared  with  that  Republic  which  furnifhed 
fuch  mighty  Fleets  againftthe  Infidels,  and  poffeffed  Part  of  Crim  Tartary,  a 
Country  defpicable  in  its  prefent  Condition,  but  capable  of  making  as  great  a 
Figure  as  any  in  the  World,  and  where  the  Ruins  of  Marble  Palaces,  built  by 
the  Genoefe,  are  extant  at  this  Day  b  ?  What  is  the  Condition  of  other  Cities 
that  were  once  free?  Florence  has  not,  at  this  Hour,  Two-thirds  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  that  were  carried  off  by  a  Plague  four  hundred  Years  ago,  without 
leaving  it  defolate  <\  Genoa,  fallen  as  fhe  is,  enjoys  more  Wealth,  in  vertue  of 
having  more  Induftry,  fhewn  by  her  having  more  Manufactures  than  any 
other  State  5  and  though  Liguria  be  naturally  the  pooreft  Country  in  Italy,  yet, 
even  now,  it  is  the  belt  cultivated;  and,  for  its  Extent,  produces  moft  d.  Lucca, 
the  fmalleft  Republic  of  all,  preferves  her  Liberty,  and  that  Form  of  Rule  which 
confults  the  common  Benefit  of  all  the  Citizens  e.  In  confequence  of  this,  its 
narrow  Dominions  are  extremely  populous,  and  the  Inhabitants  enjoy  Peace 
and  Plenty.  Why  do  not  the  reft  ?  Becaufe  their  Conftitutions  are  altered ; 
Taxes  have  broken  the  Spirits  of  the  People;  Idlenefs  has  taken  the  Place  of 
Induftry ;  Superflition,  under  the  Name  of  Religon,  makes  Thoufands  of 
both  Sexes  ufelefs,  and  burthenfome ;  Indolence  has  rendered  the  People  effe¬ 
minate;  and  Ufury  has  fupplanted  Commerce  fi  Italy,  exclufive  of  the  Iflands 
dependant  upon  it,  is  very  little  bigger  than  Great  Britain 

In  the  Vicinity  of  Italy,  and  fometimes  efleemed  as  a  Part  of  it,  lies  Swit¬ 
zerland,  a  Country,  the  Defcription  and  Inhabitants  of  which  is  very  little 
known  here,  except  to  fuch  as  have  travelled;  and  yet  there  is  no  Country  or 
People  upon  the  Globe  that  have  a  better  Title  to  be  known  K  The  Aar  is 
pure,  but  the  Climate  is  rather  auflere  than  inviting ;  the  Face  of  the  Country, 
at  lead:  a  great  Part  of  it,  rough  and  mountainous,  and  the  Soil  none  of  the  mod: 
grateful ;  leated  at  a  confiderable  Diftance  from  the  Sea,  with  potent  Nations  on 

a  Hiftoria  della  Cittae  Republica  di  Venetia,  di  Paolo  Morofinl,  1637.  MifTon,  Voyage  de 
Italie,  vol.  i.  p.  179.  Addifon’s  Travels,  in  his  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  32. 

b  Relation  du  Sieur  Ferrand,  touchant  la  Krimee,  & c.  Sir  Philip  Skippon’s  Account  of  the 
States  of  Italy,  Addifon’s  Travels,  p.  7. 

c  Martinelli,  Iftoria  Critica  della  Vita  civile,  cap.  9. 

d  Hifioire  de  la  Republique  de  Genes,  169.6.  12°.  Didtionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col,  490, 
491.  Addifon’s  Travels,  p.  6,  7. 

e  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  22 1 .  Didflonnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  502.  Gronden  en  Maxi¬ 
men  van  deRepublieck  van  Holland,  iii.  deel.  cap.  3. 

f  Hoffman,  de  Republica,  lib.  vi.  cap.  17.  Addifon’s  Travels,  p.  7.  Martinelli,  Iftoria  Critica 
tella  Vita  civile,  cap.  9. 

g  Templeman’s  Survey,  pi.  9. 

h  M.  Zeilleri,  Topographia  Helvetia,  &c.  Delices  de  la  Suifle.u  Leyde,  4  vol.  12°.  Ray’s  Tra¬ 
ils,  vol.  i.  p.  375>  370. 
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every  Side  between  it  and  the  Ocean  :  Yet,  with  all  this,  it  has  its  Advantages, 
which  however  had  never  been  difeovered,  but  in  confequence  of  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  recovering  their  Liberty  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Fourteenth  Century  i.  At 
prefent,  the  Thirteen  Swifs  Cantons  the  Grifons,  their  Allies,  the  Stipendiary 
Cities,  and  their  Subjects,  are  a  very  formidable  People,  and  compofe  what  is 
diled  the  Helvetic  Body.  This  is  a  Confederacy  of  the  mod;  perplexed  Kind ; 
for  it  is  not  only  made  up  of  many  different  Republics,  each  pofTeffed  of 
fovereign  Authority  in  its  own  little  Territory,  and  thole  Republics  too  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Religions  ;  but  fo  various  alfo  in  the  Form  of  their  Governments,  that  it 
would  demand  a  very  able  Head,  and  require  a  very  confiderable  V'olume, 
barely  to  deferibe  them.  In  this  they  all  agree,  that  their  Citizens  enjoy  a 
large  Proportion  of  Liberty,  with  perfect  Security,  at  a  fmall  Expence  k. 

Under  thefe  Governments,  this  Country  has  been  improved  to  a  Miracle. 
Where  the  Lands  are  fertile  and  happily  fituated,  as  in  fome  Places  they  are, 
they  have  been  cultivated  with  the  utmod  Skill  and  Succefs ;  no  Labour  is 
fpared,  no  Art  left  untried,  to  meliorate  the  mod:  ungrateful  l :  The  very 
Mountains,  where-ever  it  is  podlble,  are  improved  to  their  Summits  j  Corn, 
Wine,  Oil,  Silk,  Flax,  and  Cotton,  are  produced  in  different  Parts  of  their 
Territories,  and  vad  Quantities  of  the  two  lad;  Commodities  are  brought  in, 
from  other  Parts,  to  be  manufactured  by  their  Subjects.  Thefe  Manufactures 
again,  are  difperfed  to  different  Parts  of  Europe,  for  which  the  Situation  of  their 
Country  is  extremely  proper,  as  it  lies  encompaffed  by  Germany,  Italy,  and 
France,  and  may  be  faid  to  have  a  Communication  with  the  OcCan  and  the 
Mediterranean  by  the  Rivers  Rhine  and  Rhone  m.  Several  great  Lakes  facili¬ 
tate  the  inland  Navigation,  and  thefe,  together  with  every  Rivulet,  are  turned  to 
fome  advantageous  Purpofe.  In  no  Part  of  the  known  World  are  the  People,  in 
general,  more  edeemed  for  their  Courage,  Candour,  and  Fidelity,  than  here : 
Indudrious  in  the  highed  Degree,  very  ingenious,  more  efpecially  in  all  their 
Manufactures  ;  didinguifhed  by  their  Probity  in  their  Dealings,  and  owing  the 
Fortunes  they  acquire  in  Trade,  rather  to  Length  of  Time  and  condant  Fruga¬ 
lity,  than  great  Profits  n.  This  Country  being,  as  we  may  eadly  fuppofe,  much 
over-p,  jpled,  a  great  Part  of  their  Youth  are  bred  to  Arms  j  but,  indead  of 
differing  this  martial  Turn  to  didurb  either  themfelves  or  their  Neighbours, 
they  let  out  their  Troops  by  Capitulation,  which  brings  various  and  great  Emo- 

i  Plantini,  Helvetia  antiqua  et  nova,  Bernse  8®.  Abrege  de  I’Hiftoire  des  Suiffes.  Bifhop  Bur* 
net’s  Travels,  Letter  i. 

k  Thefaurus  Hiftorise  Helvetias,  Tiguri,  Fol.  Hiftoire  de  Geneve  par  M.  Spon.  4  vol.  12®. 
Prefent  State  of  SwifTerland. 

1  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  134.  D’Audiffret  Geographic  ancienne  et  moderne,  tom.  ii.  p. 
579 — 630.  Memoirs  de  Bruys,  vol.  i.  p.  99. 

m  Luyts,  Introd.  ad  Geographiam,  p.  136 — 147.  Johnfon’s  Relations  of  the  mod  famous  King¬ 
doms  in  Europe,  p.  203.  Du  Bois,  Geograpie  Moderne,  vol.  i.  p.  223. 

n  Di&ionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  Sir  Philip  Skippon’s  Account  of  the 

States  in  Italy.  Addifon’s  Travels,  p.  1 55 — 178. 
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luments  to  the  Nation ;  thefe  diftinguith  themfelves  in  the  German,  Spanifh, 
Sardinian,  Sicilian,  and  Dutch  Services,  but  more  efpecially  in  the  French, 
where  they  have  always  made  the  Flower  of  the  Infantry,  and,  exclufive  of 
very  high  Pay,  enjoy  all  the  Privileges  of  Natives  as  the  Reward  of  their  im¬ 
portant,  and  indeed  ineftimable  Services,  which  in  civil  as  well  as  foreign  Wars, 
they  have  rendered  that  Crown  o.  This  whole  Country  is  not  above  a  flxth 
Part  as  large  as  Britain ;  and  the  Canton  of  Bern,  which  is  not  half  fo  big  as 
Yorkshire,  is  able  to  bring  into  the  Field  One  hundred  Thoufand  well  difci- 
plined  Troops,  at  the  fhorteft  Warning  p. 

In  our  Part  of  Europe,  about  the  Time  that  the  Normans  fixed  themfelves 
here,  or  it  may  be  a  little  earlier,  the  Flemings  began  to  alter  their  Character, 
and,  from  being  a  fierce  and  unruly,  became  a  civilifed  and  commercial  People  q. 
The  Fertility  of  their  Lands  furnifhed  them  with  a  Superfluity  of  Commodi¬ 
ties,  which  they  firft  bartered  and  fold  to  their  Neighbours ;  and  then  the 
Trade  of  Weaving  being  fet  up  amongfl  them,  their  Labour  increafed  their 
Plenty  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  drew  Multitudes  of  People  into  thole  Provinces, 
where  to  facilitate  this  Growth  of  Inhabitants,  and  confequently  of  Wealth, 
the  Sovereigns  granted  great  Privileges;  fo  that  we  need  not  at  all  wonder,  that 
States  fmall  in  Extent,  became,  in  no  very  long  Space,  formidable  to  their 
Neighbours,  where  Freedom  and  Induftry  had  produced  fuch  amazing  Abun¬ 
dance  r.  It  is  true,  that  thefe  Countries  were  likewife  fubjed  to  great  Inconve¬ 
niences,  which  however  were  only  fuch  as  fprang  from  the  Abufe  of  Happi- 
nefs,  and  confifting  in  popular  Tumults,  when  the  Fermentation  fubfided,. 
Things  returned  nearly  into  the  old  Channel.  The  immediate  Caufes  of 
thefe  Diforders,  were  Taxes  imprudently  impofed  by  their  Princes,  or  Reflric- 
tions  in  Trade,  which  had  very  bad  Effeds,  though  devifed  by  Traders  them- 
ielves s.  For,  whether  owing  to  the  Malignity  of  human  Nature,  or  to  fome 
other  latent  Source,  fo  it  is,  that  Traders  are  equally  jealous  of  their  own  Liber¬ 
ties,  and  ready,  when  they  have  it  in  their  Power,  to  circumfcribe  the  Free¬ 
dom  of  other  Men. 

In  Procefs  of  Time,  and  through  a  Variety  of  Revolutions,  Antwerp  be¬ 
came  the  Center  of  the  Trade  of  thefe  Provinces,  and  out  of  Comparifon, 
the  moll  wealthy  and  commercial  City  in  all  Europe.  The  Merchants  of 
the  Hans,  or  Confederated  Towps  in  Germany,  and  the  North,  had  their' 

°  Diftionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  308.  Johnfon’s  Relations  of  the  moil  famous  King" 
doms  of  Europe,  p.  206. 

p  Templeman’s  Survey,  pi.  10.  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  1.  p.  375.  Addifon’s  Travels,  p.  167. 

<1  Petri  Kserii,  Germania  inferior,  Amftelodarai,  1722.  Fol.  Delices  des  Pays  Bas  1720,  4  vol. 
Grimfton’s  Hiftory  of  the  Low  Countries. 

r  L.  Guicciardini,  Defcrittione  di  tutti  Paefi  Bafll.  Fol.  Auberti  Mirasi,  Rerum  Belgicarum 
Chronicon.  Heylin’s  Cofmography. 

*  Francifci  Haraei,  Annales  Ducum  Brabantii  totiufque  Belgii,  Fol.  Maline’s  Lex  Mercatoria. 
Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de  Republieck  van  Holland,  i.  deel.  cap.  2. 

Staple 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  n 

Staple  there,  and  brought  an  immenfe  Quantity  of  rough  and  grofs  Goods  to 
employ  the  Afiiduity  of  the  laborious  Flemings  t.  Thither  likewile  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  the  Italian  Trading  States  carried  their  fined  Goods,  and  all  the  rich 
Produce  of  the  Eaft.  There  likewife  we  fixed  our  Staple  of  Wool  and  Cloths, 
and,  in  a  word,  Accumulation  of  Wealth,  and  the  Concourfe  of  Merchants 
produced  Banking;  fo  thatalmod  all  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe  had  Recourfe 
to  the  Money  Merchants  here,  and  paid  largely  for  their  Credit  u.  It  is  incre¬ 
dible  to  what  a  Height  of  Magnificence  this  City  grew ;  with  what  State  the 
principal  Traders  lived ;  to  how  great  a  degree  all  the  neighbouring  Potentates 
were  intereded  in  their  Safety  and  Prefervation  ;  and  yet  the  very  fame  Spirit 
of  Avarice,  Ambition,  and  Bigotry,  led  the  fame  Princes,  who  had  ruined 
Spain,  in  Spite  of  all  her  natural  Advantages,  to  dedroy  Antwerp  alfo,  and  to 
impoverifh  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries,  that  for  a  Courfe  of  Ages 
had  been  improving  a  fruitful  and  excellent  Country  by  all  the  Arts  of  Indu- 
dry  and  Commerce  w.  Thefe  Provinces,  excluding  the  Seven,  which  in  thefe 
Times  were  but  inconfiderable,  in  Point  of  Extent,  are  about  a  lixth  Part  of 
Britain 

The  Dutch  Commonwealth,  or  as  we  ufually  call  it  from  the  larged  of  its 
Provinces,  the  Republic  of  Holland,  is  fcarce  Two  hundred  Years  old,  notwith- 
danding  which,  the  World  perhaps  does  not,  nor  ever  did,  produce  an  Indance 
more  to  our  Purpole.  The  Foundation  was  laid  in  the  midd  of  Storms  and 
Tempeds,  and  yet  with  great  Prudence  and  Judgment.  It  was  in  effecft  no 
more  than  this,  that  in  a  Seafon  of  Religious  Dilcord  and  Civil  Oppredion,  their 
Governors  declared  fuch  as  would  take  Shelter  in  thefe  Provinces,  fhould  live 
under  a  Government  attentive  only  to  the  Good  of  its  Subjects  y.  This  Pro- 
mife  was  as  deadily  kept  as  it  was  wifely  made ;  in  confequence  of  which,  a 
Country,  poor  in  itfelf,  and  at  that  Time  far  enough  from  being  pleafant,  be¬ 
came  in  a  very  fhort  Space  the  riched,  the  mod  flourifhing,  and  the  mod 
potent,  for  its  Extent,  in  all  Europe.  The  People,  or  rather  their  Governors, 
availed  themfelves  not  fo  much  of  natural  Advantages  as  of  Necedities,  and 
by  a  firm  and  wife  Conduct,  drew  Security  out  of  Danger,  Opulence  out  of 
Didrefs,  and  the  Power  of  giving  Laws  to,,  from  the  Afiidance  given  them  by 
their  Neighbours.  This  we  fpeak,  not  with  any  View  of  reproaching,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  doing  Honour  to  this  People,  who  have  certainly  pudied  that 

1  Sanderi,  Chorographia  Brabantica.  Scribanii-,  Origines  Antwerpieniium.  Travels  of  Doc¬ 
tor  Gemelli  Carreri,  Letter  24. 

u  Wheeler’s  Treatifeof  Commerce,  p.  3  6.  Johnfon’s  Relations  of  the  mod  famous  Kingdoms 
and  States  in  Europe,  p.  128.  See  the  Article  of  Gresham,  Sir  Thomas,  in  Biographic 
Britannica. 

w  Strada,  Guicciardini,  Meteren,  &c.  Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de  Republieck  van  Holland, 
i.  Deel.  cap.  2.  Diftionaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  284,  285. 
x  Templeman’s  Survey,  pi.  12. 

y  Eman.  Meterani,  HidoriaBelgica,  Hugonis  Grotii,  Annales,  Leo  van  Aitzema;  Saken  vanStaet 
en  Oorlogh. 
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Policy,  which  we  are  recommending,  much  farther  than  any  other  we  find 
mentioned  in  Hiftory  *.  The  Territory  of  this  Republic,  though  extremely 
well  cultivated,  cannot  be  ftiled  fruitful.  Its  Meadows  indeed  are  beautiful, 
and  furnifh  Pafture  in  abundance  j  but  in  refpeCt  to  Com  it  has  been  faid,  per¬ 
haps  with  no  great  Injury  to  Truth,  that  all  they  grow  will  fcarce  maintain 
the  Labourers  employed  upon  their  Dykes.  Its  Commodities  are  very  few  ; 
Madder,  Woad,  and  Flax,  are  perhaps  the  chief.  Its  Manufactures  from 
Home-produce,  not  much  more  remarkable  j  Tiles  of  different  Sorts,  Rape 
and  Linfeed  Oil,  fine  Linnen,  fome  Woollen,  and  Silks,  are  the  moft  confider- 
able  a.  Amfterdam,  by  the  means  chiefly  of  an  Inundation,  became  a  Port, 
arid,  by  the  Ruin  of  that  of  Antwerp,  acquired  a  great  Trade.  There  are 
befides,  throughout  all  the  Provinces,  very  few  commodious  Havens,  and  thofe 
there  are,  ftand  more  indebted  to  Art,  feconded  by  a  great  Expence,  than 
to  Nature  b.  Yet  fome  Advantages  of  which  we  fhall  prefently  fpeak,  thefe 
Countries  have,  and  by  turning  thefe  to  the  beft  Ufe,  together  with  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  Induftry,  fagacious  ConduCt,  and  prudent  Parfimony,  of  the  whole 
Nation,  the  Dutch  became  what  they  are,  or  rather  what  they  were,  to  the 
Aflonifhment  of  all  Mankind  c. 

Their  natural  Prerogative  confifts  entirely  in  their  Situation.  -As  they  lie 
pretty  near  the  Middle  of  Europe,  they  are  able  to  carry  on,  with  great  Faci¬ 
lity,  their  Commerce  to  all  Parts.  Their  Fifheries,  (which  ever  owe  their  Rife 
to  Neceffity)  firfl:  furnifhed  them  with  able  Seamen ;  and  their  Captures  at 
Sea,  made  with  very  fmall  Veflels  at  firfl,  foon  procured  them  Shipping, 
which,  after  they  embarked  in  a  Trade  with  the  northern  Nations,  increafed 
continually  d.  This  enabled  them  to  bring  in  vafl:  Quantities  of  Goods,  even 
from  the  mofl:  diftant  Countries,  and  enabled  them  to  raife  prodigious  Maga¬ 
zines,  and  to  take,  on  every  Side,  the  Advantage  of  favourable  Markets.  The 
other  Benefits  refulting  from  their  Situation,  arofe  from  the  great  Rivers  behind 
them,  more  efpecially  the  Rhine,  the  Male,  the  Elbe,  the  Wefer,  and  the 
Embs,  by  which  they  fupplied  the  greatell:  Part  of  Germany,  Lorrain,  and 
Part  of  France,  with  Goods  and  Manufactures,  and  in  return  took  theirs, 
which  they  afterwards  exported  into  other  Countries,  with  great  Profits  on 

1  Auberi  de  Maurier,  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  l’Hiftoire  de  Holland,  120.  Sir  William  Tem¬ 
ple’s  Obfervations,  8V°.  Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de  Republieck  van  Holland. 

a  Memoires  fur  le  Commerce  des  Hollandois,  chap.  ii.  Di&ionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col. 
394.  Sir  William  Temple’s  Obfervations. 

b  Gabriel  Richardfon’s  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  book  13.  p.  29,  30.  Ricard,  Negoce  d’Am- 
fterdam,  chap.  1.  L’Etat  des  Provinces  Unies,  &  particulierement  de  celle  de  Holland,  1690.  120. 

c  Barclaius,  in  leone  Animarum.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Difcourfe  of  a  War  with  Spain,  and 
prote&ing  the  Netherlands.  Bibliotheque  ancienne  et  moderne,  tom.  vii.  p.  415,  416. 

d  Difcourfe  of  the  Invention  of  Ships,  &c.  with  the  Caufe  of  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Hollanders, 
by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh.  Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de  Republieck  van  Holland,  1.  deel.  cap.  6. 
Memoires  fur  le  Commerce  des  Hollandois,  chap.  3. 
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both  Sides  «.  The  Spaniards,  by  labouring  to  fhut  them  out,  obliged  them  to 
force  Paffages  into  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  and,  in  order  to  this  they  ereCted 
two  great  Companies ;  that,  for  a  Time  at  lead,  were  equally  ufeful  to  the 
Public,  and  brought  in  thofe  immenfe  Supplies  of  Wealth,  which  raifed  them 
from  a  weak  and  tender,  to  a  firm  and  flourifhing  State,  capable  of  defending 
themfelves  againft  all  Enemies,  and  made  their  Alliance  courted,  and  Refent- 
ment  feared,  even  by  the  greateft  Potentates  in  Europe  and  Alia  fi 

As  this  is  the  lad  Indance  we  fhall  mention,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  infid  a 
little  more  upon  it,  the  rather,  becaufe,  in  other  Indances  at  lead,  as  much 
was  due  to  the  Country  as  the  People ;  in  regard  to  this  it  is  the  Reverfe,  fince 
whatever  Advantages  are  derived  from  the  Country,  are  clearly  owing  to  the 
People.  The  Province  of  Holland,  the  mod  confiderable  of  them  all,  being  a 
dead  Flat,  the  Soil  maid,  and  in  many  Places  endangered  by  the  Sea,  feemed, 
of  all  other,  the  lead  capable  of  being  fully  inhabited,  with  a  free  and  con- 
dant  Communication  between  its  Parts.  Labour  however  has  done  this  j 
Dykes,  Caufeways  and  Canals,  facilitate  Carriage  more  than  in  any  other  Coun¬ 
try  g.  The  Humidity  of  the  Air,  and  the  loofe  Texture  of  the  Earth,  render 
it  unfit  for  great  Towns  :  But  thefe  Inconveniencies  are  fo  counteracted  by 
habitual  Neatnefs,  and  found  Pavements,  that  nothing  like  this  is  either  felt  or 
feen.  In  the  Winter,  it  is  true,  their  Ports  are  blocked  up,  their  Rivers  frozen, 
and  the  whole  Country  expofed  to  a  Severity  of  Weather,  with  which  our 
own,  though  in  the  fame  Latitude,  is  rarely  acquainted.  Even  this  Seafon 
they  turn  to  their  Advantage,  by  applying  the  fpare  Hands  that  it  occafions  to 
different  kinds  of  Work,  which  could  not  be  done  fo  cheap  in  any  other  Part 
of  the  Year,  and  at  the  lame  time  travel  and  carry  Goods  on  the  Ice,  as  fpeedily 
at  lead  as  on  the  Water  in  the  Summer  h.  By  keeping  their  Cudoms  low, 
they  have  their  Warehoufes  always  full  of  Goods  and  Manufactures  of  every 
kind.  By  their  Excifes,  levied  chiefly  upon  Strangers  who  pafs  through,  and  live 
according  to  their  own  manner  in  their  Country,  they  raife  immenfe  Sums  of 
Money,  and  create  a  Necefiity  of  Frugality,  amongft  their  own  Subjects ;  fo 
that  they  are  not  impoverifhed  by  importing  the  riched  Goods  from  other 
Countries,  and,  though  the  greated  Dealers  in  Luxuries,  are  the  farthed  from 
being  luxurious  i.  Rough  and  raw  Materials  they  cleanfe  and  fort ;  grofs  and 
bulky  Commodities  they  import  in  one  Kind  of  Vefiels,  divide  and  export  them 

e  Didionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  400,  401.  Ker’s  Remarks  on  the  Trade  of  Holland. 
Memoires  fur  le  Commerce  de  Hollandois,  chap.  3. 

f  S.  van  Leeuwen,  Batavia  illuftrata.  Bafnage  Annales  de  Provinces  Unies.  Sir  William 
Temple’s  Obfervations  on  the  Netherlands. 

g  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  23,  35,  41.  Voyages  de  MiflTon,  vol.  i.  p.  3,  4,  5.  Jani$on  Etat. 
prefent  de  la  Republique  des  Provinces  Unies  1739,  120. 

h  Obfervations  upon  Trade  .and  Commerce,  addrefled  to  King  James  I.  Traite  du  Commerce 
de  Hollande.  Gemelli  Carreri’s  Travels. 

i  Republica  Batavica  1689,  120.  Intereft  van  Hollandt  de  v.  d.  H.  i.  e.  van  den  Hove,  Am," 
Herd.  1662.  8°.  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  l’Hiftoire  de  Hollande. 
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in  others.  A  low  Intereft  keeps  the  Bulk  of  their  Cafh  in  Trade ;  working  cheap, 
and  felling  at  a  fmall  Profit*  fecures  them  continual  Employment ;  and,  in 
fhort,  their  Gains  refulting  from  the  Induftry,  Ingenuity,  and  Indefatigablenefs 
of  different  Ranks  of  People,  keep  them  thoroughly  connected,  and  binds 
.every  Man,  by  his  private  Intereft,  to  the  Public  Service  k. 

These  deferiptive  Hiftories,  thefe  Aftemblages  of  FaCts,  lead  us  to  the 
experimental  Knowledge  of  the  Principles  of  found  Policy.  They  fhew  us, 
that  natural  Advantages  are  in  themfelves  of  very  little  Confequence,  if  not 
improved  in  a  right  Method,  and  with  affiduous  Application.  Then  indeed 
they  come  out  with  irrefiftible  Force,  and,  while  thus  directed,  carry  national 
Power,  and  national  Happinefs,  as  far  as  they  can  be  carried.  They  fhew  us 
alfo,  that  there  are  Advantages,  of  very  different  kinds,  which  certainly  re¬ 
quire  a  Difference  in  Direction,  and  yet  not  fo  great  as  might  be  imagined ; 
for  how  diffimilar  foever  the  Faces  of  Countries  may  be,  the  fame,  or  very  near 
the  fame  Principles,  may  be  applied  with  good  Effect.  They  likewife  make 
us  fenfible,  that  though  natural  Advantages  without  a  found  Policy  will  do  little, 
yet  a  wife  and  fteady  Policy,  where  there  are  very  few  Advantages,  will  avail 
much,  and  that,  as  in  the  Body  Natural,  fo  in  the  Body  Politic,  a  right  Difci- 
pline  will  work  even  upon  Nature,  and  extract  beneficial  Confequences  from 
real  Inconveniences.  But  in  all  Cafes  Relaxations  are  dangerous,  or,  not  to 
mince  the  Matter,  and  write  below  the  Truth,  Relaxations  are  deftruCtive ; 
and  all  thefe  Doctrines  come  to  us  with  fuch  a  Weight  of  Evidence,  that  we 
•cannot  avoid  feeing  and  acknowledging  their  Truth. 

A  Government  wifely  conftituted,  fo  as  to  leave  nothing  wanting,  either 
to  neceffary  Authority,  or  rational  Liberty  ;  a  fuccinCt  Syftem  of  Laws,  eafily 
underftood,  punctually  executed,  and  calculated  folely  for  the  Public  Good ; 
regular  Manners  in  a  Nation,  founded  on  folid  Principles,  and  directed  to  the 
promoting  the  Common  Weal ;  an  invariable  Regard  to  Merit ;  an  inflexible 
Juftice  againft  Crimes  detrimental  to  the  Society  j  a  genuine  public  Spirit,  ren¬ 
dered  the  Characterise  of  the  People  in  private  and  in  public  TranfaCtions ; 
Induftry  made  the  foie  Bafis  of  W ealth ;  and  Service  done  to  the  State,  the 
fingle  Road  to  Titles  and  Honour ;  Splendour  in  whatever  regards  the  Public ; 
Piety,  and  true  Devotion,  fupported  by  Purity  of  Manners,  and  unoftentatious 
Charity,  in  all  that  regards  Religion  ;  and  a  fober  Frugality,  fecuring  an  equal 
and  comfortable  Subfiftence  to  the  Bulk  of  a  contented  People,  is  the  way  to 
render  them  peaceable  and  potent  at  Home,  refpeCted  and  beloved  Abroad, 
and  fafe  from  every  Danger  while  they  keep  out  Corruption.  In  fuch  a  State 
Power  would  not  be  defired  or  declined  ;  the  Public  Income  would  be  regu- 

k  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  feveral  of  his  Political  Eflays;  the  Penfionary  John  de  Witt,  in  his 
Trails  under  the  Name  of  van  den  Hove,  or  de  la  Cour;  Sir  William  Temple’s  Obfervations  ; 
Bafnage,  Le  Clerc,  Jani$on,  Sir  Peter  Pctt,  Sir  William  Petty,  and  DoCtor  Davenant,  in  their  Poli 
ucal  Treatifes. 
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Iated  by  the  Public  Intereft ;  the  Adminiflxation  would  pique  themfelves  on 
afking  little  ;  and  the  Nation,  knowing  the  Source  of  its  Own  Felicity,  would 
fupport  the  Government  at  the  Expence  of  All. 

There  may  be,  and  there  certainly  are,  a  kind  of  Arts,  (forgive  me  Reader 
if  I  write  the  Word  at  full  length)  a  kind  of  Artifices,  by  which  the  State  of 
a  Nation  may  be  difguifed,  and  its  Ruin  a  little  protracted ;  but  of  thefe  my 
Lord  Bacon  laid  truly,  that,  like  ftrong  Cordials,  they  may  help  at  a  Pang,  but 
they  increafe  inftead  of  eradicating  the  Difeale.  The  only  rational  and  folid 
Method  of  improving  and  exalting  a  Nation,  is  to  give  them  right  Notions  of 
their  own  Interefts,  and  thereby  engage  them  to  purfue  thofe  Interefls  with 
Vigour :  This  will  excite  in  them  a  Defire  to  cultivate  their  Country  to  the 
utmoft,  and  to  fubmit,  for  their  own  fakes,  to  fuch  Laws  as  have  a  vifible  and  a 
real  Tendency  to  this  End ;  this  will  prompt  their  Rulers  to  enforce  their 
Laws,  not  only  by  a  ftridt  and  fevere  Execution,  but  by  what  will  do  the  Bufi- 
nefs  more  effectually,  and  with  far  lefs  Difficulty,  by  their  own  Example.  Am¬ 
bition  will  not  be  extinguished,  but  it  will  change  its  Views ;  and  Men  of  adtive 
Spirits,  inftead  of  aiming  at  making  themfelves  great  in  a  declining  and  impo¬ 
verished  Country,  which  is  never  defirable,  and  feldom  poffible,  will  exert, 
thofe  Spirits  in  aggrandizing  their  Country,  and  become  great  by  Confequence 
rather  than  by  Choice.  There  want  not  the  Materials  in  moft  Countries ; 
and  certainly  they  are  not  wanting  in  this,  to  raife  as  ftrong,  as  lafting,  and  as 
beautiful,  Structures  as  any  that  we  fee  in  Hiftory,  the  true  and  genuine  Ufe  of 
which  is  to  infpire  us  with  fuitable  Inclinations,  and,  in  the  firft  place,  to  fur- 
nifh  us  with  the  Lights  requifite  to  exhibit  a  proper  Plan. 


CHAPTER  II. 

SITUATION  furnijhes  the  great  eft  Facility,  or  proves  the  ftrongeft  Obftacle  to 
the  Improve?nent  of  any  Country ,  and  confequently  to  the  Happinefs  op  the  Inha¬ 
bitants.  The  Tatars  or  Tartars  a  flrong  Injtance  of  this.  The  like  may  be  [aid  of 
the  jiumerous  Nations  inhabiting  the  interior  Part's  of  Africa.  The  Savages 
op'  America  are  as  clear  Evidence.  The  Cafe  of  the  Ruftians  demon ftr at  ive, 
that  a  People  flout  in ,  and  without  Intercourfe  with  the  rejl  of  the  World ',  mujt 
of  Neceffity  remain  abjedt ,  poor ,  and  barbarous.  An  advantageous  Situation  of 
any  Country  has  commonly  a  good  Effedl  upon  its  Inhabitants.  The  Penhp'ula 
of  Arabia,  in  early  Times  rich ,  well  inhabited ,  and  highly  improved,  of  which 
fome  Veftiges  fill  re?nain.  Phoenicia ,  the  great  Mother  op'  Arts ,  Induftry 
and  Manufactures.  The  remarkable  Advantages  op'  Carthage ,  and  how  exten - 
ftvely  ana  wonderfully  cultivated ;  her  immenfe  Power ,  amazing  Grandeur , 
Fall,  Recovery,  and  prefent  Condition.  The  UJes  that  may  be  made  op  thefe 

Refections. 
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SITUATION  is  the  Circumftance  that  moft  obftrutfts  or  promotes  the 
flourifhing  State  of  any  Country.  Where-ever  this  labours  under  great 
Defeds,  human  Ingenuity  or  Induftry,  though  by  Vigour  and  Perfeverance  it 
may,  yet  can  very  hardly  overcome  them.  This  is  a  Circumftance  worthy  of 
attentive  Conlideration,  which  will  more  clearly  and  certainly  appear  if  we 
take  a  View  of  the  Countries  where  this  is  moft  remarkable,  and  contemplate 
the  vifible  Effe&s  thereof  on  them,  and  of  confequence  upon  their  Inhabitants. 

That  vaft  Trad  of  Country  between  the  Cafpian  Sea  and  the  Frontiers 
of  China,  inhabited  by  the  Khalmuc,  Ufbec,  and  other  Tartars,  which 
makes  little  lefs  than  One-eighth  of  the  great  Continent  of  Afia,  and  is  al- 
moft  Two-thirds  as  big  as  Europe  a ;  though  a  great  Part  of  it  be  wonderfully 
pleafant,  and  in  fome  degree  fruitful,  as  lying  in  fome  of  the  fineft  Climates  on 
the  Globe,  yet  being  all  within  Land,  and  having  only  a  fmall  Number,  and 
thofe  too  but  indifferent  Rivers,  is  almoft  every-where  rude  and  uncultivated, 
having  very  few,  and  thefe,  in  comparifon  of  our  Cities  in  Europe,  but  incon- 
fiderable  Towns,  and  its  Inhabitants  living  in  a  State  of  Nature,  fierce  and 
intradable,  little  vifited  by  others,  without  any  Defire  of  altering  or  bettering 
their  Condition ;  and  having  wafted  Ages  in  this  kind  of  Life,  are  like  to  per- 
fift  in  it  to  the  End  of  the  World  L  Though  there  wants  not  either  in  their 
Country,  in  fome  Parts  of  which  are  found  Precious  Stones,  Gold,  Mufk,  and 
other  rich  Commodities,  or  in  themfelves,  who  with  great  Strength  and  Adi- 
vity  of  Body,  are  far  from  being  deficient  in  Underftanding;  a  Capacity  of 
Improvement ;  if  their  being  thus  fhut  out,  or  rather  fhut  in,  from  any  Com¬ 
munication  with  politer  Nations,  did  not  hinder  their  being  awakened  to  a 
proper  Senfe  of  the  Advantages  that  might  arife  from  more  rational  Notions 
in  refped  to  Humanity,  Religion,  and  Government 

This  Method  of  Reafoning  is  confirmed  and  enforced  by  the  Conquefts 
formerly  made  by  thefe  warlike  Nations,  who  have  commonly  fat  down  in 
the  conquered  Countries,  as  in  many  refpeds  preferable  to  their  own,  and 
adopted  more  or  lefs  the  Laws,  Cuftoms,  and  Manners  of  the  ancient  Inha¬ 
bitants,  as  we  fee  in  PeFfttt',  India,  China,  and  other  Countries  d.  From  the 

*  Templeman’s  Survey,  pi.  23. 

b  Luyts,  Introd.  ad  Geographiam,  §  3.  cap.  1 1 .  p.  508.  Relation  dela  Grande  Tartarie,  drelfee 
fur  l&s  Memoires  originaux,  des  Suedois,  Prifonniers  en  Siberie,  pendant  la  Guerre  de  la  Suede,  avec 
la  Ruflie,  chap.  1 .  Strahlenbergh’s  Account  of  the  North-eaft  of  Aha. 

c  Hiftoire  genealogique  des  Tartares,  p.  55.  Voyage  de  Mofcou  a  la  Chine,  par  Mr.  Everard 
Ifbrants  Ides,  chap.  8.  Les  Moeurs  et  Ufages  des  Oftiackes,  par  Jean  Bernard  Muller,  Capitaine 
dq<Pragons  au  Service  de  la  Suede,  pendant  fa  captivite  en  Siberie. 

d  Hiftoire  de  Timur-Bec,  connu  fous  le  nom  du  Grand  Tamerlan,  Empereur  deMogols  et  Tar¬ 
tares,  ecrite  en  Perfan,  par  Cherefeddin  Ali  natif  d’  Yezd,  Auteur  conlemporain,  liv.  2,  3,  5.  Hi¬ 
ftoire  generale  de  l’Empire  du  Mogol,  depuis  fa  Fondation,  fur  les  Memoires  de  M.  Manouchi,  p. 
12,  13.  Hiftoire  des  deux  Conquerans  Tartares,  qui  ont  fnbjugue  la  Chine,  par  le  Pere  d’Orleans. 
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vert  lame  Caule,  and  die  gradual  Improvements  in  the  Policy  of  neighbour¬ 
ing  Nations,  their  Incurdons  are  lefs  fatal  than  in  pad  Times,  and  many  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  Were  in  former  Ages  terrible,  are  now  become  fo  to  them, 
as  particularly  the  Ruffians,  who  were  once  their  Tributaries,  and  now,  purely 
by  the  Alteration  in  their  Manners,  and  the  Changes  this  has  produced  in 
their  Territories,  are  in  a  Condition,  if  it  was  at  all  their  Object,  to  be  their 
Mailers  e.  By  thefe  Variations  they  are  now  confined,  if  that  Term  may  be 
ufed  for  fo  valla  Tradt  of  Country,  to  what  we  have  deferibed  as  their  prefent 
Pofl'effions,  where  they  lead  their  old  vagabond  erratic  kind  of  Life,  of  which, 
like  all  barbarous  People,  they  are  extremely  proud;  and  pleafing,  or  rather 
cheating  themfelves  with  fpecious  Notions  of  Liberty  and  Independence,  fuf- 
fer  Hardlhips  they  might  avoid,  and  lofe  Conveniences  they  might  obtain  fi 
For  though  the  Difadvantages  before  Hated  are  very  great,  yet  it  is  their  own 
Blindnefs  and  Obllinacy,  the  Confequences,  but  not  neceffary  or  fatal  Confe- 
quences,  of  thefe  natural  Difadvantages,  that  render  them  invincible. 

All  the  interior  Part  of  Africa  is,  from  the  fame  Caufe,  in  the  fame  Con¬ 
dition  ;  fo  that  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  that  a  Country,  at  lead  twice  as  big 
as  Europe,  in  which  there  are  many  large  Regions,  both  fertile  and  populous, 
lies  hidden  and  obfcure,  though  abounding  with  many  rich  Commodities : 
And  this  is  always  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Inhabitants ;  of  whom  indeed  we 
know  little,  and  what  little  we  do  know  is  from  their  Mifery,  in  being  fold 
from  the  very  Heart  of  that  great  Continent,  gradually,  from  Country  to 
Country,  till  at  length,  being  brought  down  to  the  Coad,  they  fall  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Europeans  g.  What  is  dill  more  wonderful,  we  know  at  th:. 
Day,  when  in  all  other  refpedts  our  Science  is  fo  much  extended,  lefs  of  the 
interior  of  Africa  than  the  Ancients  h ;  and  all  we  know,  and  all  that  has 
been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  -thole  who  knew  more,  gives  us  a  mod  melancholy 
Idea  of  thefe  Nations  that  are  thus  Ihut  up  and  fecluded  from  the  red  of  the 
World.  But  this  feems  to  be  more  their  own  Fault  than  that  of  the  Tartars, 
fince  there  are  many  large  navigable  Rivers  by  which  they  might  correfpond. 

e  Fr.  Rogeri  Bacon,  Opusmajus,  p.  231,  232,  233.  Itinerarium  fratris  Odorici  fratrum  mino* 
rum,  de  Mirabilibus  Orientalium  Tartarorum,  apud  IJackluyt,  vol.  ii.  p.  39.  Joannes  Mandevill 
militaris  ordinis,  de  diverfis  Patriis,  Regionibus,  Provinciis  &  Infulis,  cap.  39,  40,  41.  Journal 
du  Siedr  Lange,  contenant  fes  Negotiations  a  la  Cour  de  la  Chine,  en  1721  &  1722.  Prefent 
State  of  Ruffia,  vol.  ii.  p.  212,  425. 

f  Relation  du  Voyage  de  I.  Buplan  Carpin,  en  Tartarie.  Relation  de  Tartares  Percopites,  No- 
gaies,  Circaffies,  &c.  par  de  Luca.  Lettre  a  Monfeigneur  le  Marquis  de  Torcy  Miniltre  &  Secre- 
taire  d’Etat,  fur  le  nouvel  Etabli dement,  de  la  Million  des  Peres  Jefuites  dans  la  Krimee. 

s  Joan.  Leonis,  de  totius  Africse  deferiptione,  libri  novem,  Antverpiae,  1 556.  8°.  Joan,  Bapt. 
Grammaye,  Africa  illuftrata,  Tornaci  1622,  40.  Defcription  of  Africa  by  Ogilby,  making  one 
Part  of  Mofes  Pitt’s  Atlas,  tranflated  chiefly  from  a  Work  in  Dutch  of  the  fame  Title,  by  Dotior 
Oliver  Dapper. 

h  Herodot,  lib.  iv.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hill.  lib.  iii.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi\  Plinn 
Hill.  Natur.  lib.  v.  Pomp.  Meke  de  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  i.  Quint.  Curt.  lib.  iv.  SallulL  in  Bell. 
Jugurth. 
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with  each  other,  and  by  degrees,  through  a  proper  Exertion  of  Induftry,  with 
the  moil  diflant  Nations  k  For,  notwithftanding  this  is  the  State  of  the  in¬ 
land  Parts,  yet  taking  Africa  altogether,  it  is  perhaps  the  richeft  and  bed:  fitu- 
ated,  and  not  the  lead  pleafant  Part  of  the  Globe,  though  the  word  culti¬ 
vated,  becaufe  inhabited  by  the  word  Sort  of  People  K 

%  . . 

In  America,  which  is  near  thrice  as  big  as  Europe,  the  only  civilifed  and 
cultivated  Countries  which  the  Europeans  found  upon  the  Continent,  were 
the  Empires  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  The  former  mod  happily  dtuated,  as  ex¬ 
tended  between  the  North  and  the  South  Seas,  under  a  regular  Government, 
and  well  improved  J.  The  latter  dretched  along  the  South  Sea,  and  defended 
as  it  were  with  a  Wall,  by  a  long  Chain  of  Mountains  at  the  Back.  Happy 
under  the  Government  of  its  Ynca’s,  by  whom  their  Subjects  were  taught  to 
reap,  in  a  Degree  of  Perfection,  all  the  comfortable  Effects  that  a  fine  Cli¬ 
mate  and  a  rich  Soil  could  produce  m.  But  in  the  inland  Parts,  amongd  the 
Marfhes,  Mountains,  and  Foreds,  the  Inhabitants,  like  their  Country,  were 
intractable  and  favage,  obdinately  addicted  to  that  fierce  State  of  Liberty  in 
which  Hunting  furnifhed  their  principal  Subfidence ;  and  Idlenefs  being  mif- 
taken  for  Happinefs,  made  them  abhor  the  Notion  of  Property,  which  is  the 
Foundation  of  rational  Policy,  without  extinguifhing  that  Animofity,  for 
which  one  is  at  a  lofs  to  account,  amongd  People  who  defire  to  polfefs  no¬ 
thing  n.  By  this  means  it  has  come  to  pafs  that  this  Part  of  the  Globe,  as 
pleafant,  as  fertile,  and  as  rich,  as  any,  is  in  fo  lingular  and  drange  a  Condi¬ 
tion,  not  having  fo  much  as  one  regular  Government  or  Monarchy  in  the 
Power  of  the  Natives,  but  the  whole  in  the  Hands  of  feme  European  Nation 
or  other  j  or  if  not,  in  its  original  unimproved  State,  the  Country  rough  and 
wild,  its  Inhabitants  favage  and  barbarous.  This  alone  is  fufficient  to  ffiew 
the  Excellency  of  Science,  and  a  civilifed  State ;  in  order  to  underdand  and 

5  Joan.  Antonii  Cavafi,  Defcriptio  Hiftorica  Regni  Congo,  Matamba,  &  Angola.  Bononise,  1687, 
fol.  Voyage  de  Lybye,  au  Royaume  de  Senega,  le  long  du  Niger,  avec  la  defcription  des  habitans 
par  Claude  Jannequin,  Paris,  1643,  8°.  Nouvelle  Relation  de  1’  Afrique  Occidentale,  par  le  P. 
Labat.  Paris,  1720,  5.  vol.  in  120.  Geographic  Moderne,  par  Abraham  du  Bois,  p.  3.  chap.  1— 13. 
Didtionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii,  col.  627 - 681. 

k  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  236,  237,  238.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tradts, 
book  v.  Gee’s  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain  confidered,  chap.  20. 

1  Herrera  Defcripcion  de  las  Indias  Ocidentales.  Hiftoria  de  la  conquilta  de  Mexico  problacion 
y  progreffos  de  la  America  Septentrional,  conocida  por  el  nombre  de  nueva  Efpana,  por  D.  Anto¬ 
nio  de  Solis.  Madrid,  1684,  fol.  .  Hiftory  of  Spanifh  America,  174 7,  8°. 

m  Inca  Garcilazzo  de  la  Vega,  Hiftoria  de  las  Antiguedades  y  conquilta  del  Peru,  en  que  fe  con- 
tiene  el  Origen  de  las  gentes,  y  la  conquilta  que  Hicieron  las  Efpanoles,  con  Don  Francifco  Pizarro, 
Madrid  1730,  fol.  2  vol.  Relacion  Hiltorica  del  Reyno  de  Chile,  y  de  las  MiEiones,  y  Minifte- 
rios,  que  exercita  la  Compania  de  Jefu,  por  Alonzo  de  Ovalle,  Roma,  1 646,  fol.  Hiftory  of  Spa- 
nilh  America. 

n  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Difcovery  of  the  large,  rich,  and  beautiful  Empire  of  Guiana,  in  the 
third  Volume  of  Hackluyt’s  Voyages,  p.  627.  Relation  de  la  MifTion  des  Moxes,  dans  le 
Perou,  imprimee  a  Lima,  par  Ordre  de  Monfeigneur  Urbain  de  Matha,  Eveque  de  la  Ville  de  la 
Paix.  Voyage  de  M.  de  la  Condamine. 
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apprehend  which  thoroughly,  there  will  be  nothing  farther  neceffary  than  to 
contemplate  carefully  the  Superiority  of  Europe,  the  Subjection  of  America, 
the  Caufes  and  the  Confequences  of  both. 

But  we  have  referved,  for  the  laft  Inftance  of  that  extreme  Difficulty  with 
which  a  Nation,  inclofed  and  ffiut  in  from  the  reft  of  the  World,  avails  her- 
felf  even  of  the  greateft  Force,  or  of  the  moft  valuable  natural  Advantages, 
that,  the  Sovereign  of  which,  is  now  the  moft  confiderable  Potentate  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  By  this  1  mean  the  great  Empire  of  Ruffia,  that  Empire,  which  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  northern  Ocean  to  the  Black  Sea,  and  from  the  Baltic  to  the 
Sea  of  Japan.  This,  with  regard  to  us,  and  moft  of  our  Neighbours,  is  a  later 
Difcovery  than  even  that  of  America,  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
prove  that  the  one  led  to  the  other  Chriftopher  Columbus  went  to  the 
former  in  1492  ;  and  it  was  in  1553  that  Richard  Chancellor  arrived  at  Kol- 
mogorod,  not  far  from  Archangel,  by  which  a  direCt  Communication  was 
opened  between  other  Countries  and  thofe  under  the  Dominion  of  the 
Czars  p.  It  was  not  by  Accident  that  the  People  of  Ruffia  were  thus  circum- 
fcribed  and  confined,  but  through  the  Policy  of  the  Swedes,  the  Danes,  and 
the  People  of  Lubeck,  who  took  all  poffible  Precaution  that  this  great  and 
powerful  Nation  fhould  not  know  or  feel  their  own  Strength,  but  be  kept  as 
it  were  in  a  State  of  Tutelage  and  Dependence,  rightly  forefeeing  what  a 
mighty  Change  it  would  make  in  the  Syftem  of  Things  whenever  they  came 
to  exert  themfelves,  and  to  fhake  off  that  Barbarifm  which  was  the  inevitable 
Effect  of  that  Situation  in  which  they  held  them.  On  juft  Grounds  there¬ 
fore  were  thofe  extenfive  Privileges  granted  to  the  Englilh  Nation,  by  the 
Monarchs  of  Ruffia,  in  Reward  of  this  Difcovery,  and  considering  the  farther 
Advantages  they  drew  from  the  Mediation  of  King  James  the  Firft,  in  con¬ 
cluding  that  Peace  which  delivered  them  from  the  Oppreffion  of  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  q  5  the  Czar,  Peter  the  Great,  might  with  good  Reafon  fay,  that  he 
owed  more  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  than  to  any  other  Crown  in  Europe  r. 

On  the  other  hand,  fuch  Countries  as  are  happily  Situated,  though  not  ex¬ 
empt  from  fuch  Revolutions  as  affeeft  human  Affairs  in  general,  and  Subvert 
the  richeft  and  moft  potent  Governments,  have  yet  this  lingular  Prerogative. 

0  Hakluyt’s  Cohesion  of  Voyages,  London,  1589,  fol.  p.259—270.  Eden's  Hi  dory  of  Tra- 
vayle,  1 577,  40.  f.  254.  Fafles  chronologiques  de  la  Decouverte  du  nouveau  Monde,  par  Pere 
Charlevoix,  p.  32. 

p  Nova  Anglorum  ad  Mofcovitas  Navigatione,  Hugone  Willowbeio  Equire,  Claffis  Prafeffp,  & 
Richardo  Cancelero  Navarcho,  Authore  Clemente  Adamo  Anglo.  G.  Battifta  Ramufio,  Racolto 
delle  Navigationi  et  Viaggi,  tom.  ii.  f.  1  7.  Gerard  Mercator,  in  the  Inscription  of  his  large  Map 
of  Europe. 

q  Julii  Belli,  Laurea  Auftriaca,  lib.  i.  p.  30.  Vittorio  Siri,  Memorie  recondite,  tom.  v.  p  29. 
Difcourfe  concerning  the  juft  Reafons  which  his  Czarifh  Majefty,  Peter  the  Firft,  Czar,  See.  had  for 
beginning  the  War  again!!  the  King  of  Sweden,  Charles  XII.  Anno  1700,  &c. 

f  Gordon’s  Hilfory  of  Peter  the  Great,  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  vol.i.  p.  54. 
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that,  iooner  or  later,  in  a  larger  or  in  a  leder  Proportion  they  recover  out  of  their 
Ruins.  In  other  Words ;  this  Advantage  is  fo  apparent  and  driking,  that,  how¬ 
ever  ruined  or  undone,  however  altered  in  their  exterior  Circumdances,  as  to 
Religion  or  Government,  yet  in  Procefs  of  Time  the  Inhabitants  of  fuch  a 
Country  recur  to  the  Expedients  it  points  out,  lhake  off  their  Barbarity  and 
Didrefs,  and  return,  once  more,  to  fome  Degree  of  Civility  and  Plenty. 

The  Peninfula  of  Arabia  is  one  of  the  cleared;  and  dronged  Proofs  of  this. 
It  was  perhaps  the  earlied  Seat  of  Indudry,  and  of  the  Opulence  refulting 
from  thence  in  the  World,  to  which  Authorities,  facred  and  prophane,  bear 
indubitable  Tedimony  s.  It  is  true,  this  Country  could  never  boad  much  of 
its  Fertility  ;  but,  in  point  of  Situation,  no  Country  in  ancient  Times,  Egypt 
alone  excepted,  could  enter  into  Competition  with  it.  On  one  Side  it  was 
walked  by  the  Perfian  Gulf,  on  the  other  by  the  Red  Sea,  having  the  Indian 
Ocean  in  Front,  and  the  fined  Countries  in  Afia  behind  it  t.  This  enabled 
the  Inhabitants  to  maintain  an  extenfive  Commerce  by  Sea,  with  Egypt  and 
./Ethiopia  one  Way,  with  Perlia  on  the  other,  and  with  different  Parts  of 
the  Indies.  The  Commodities  they  received  by  this  means,  they  carried  by 
Land  into  Phoenicia,  Syria,  Mefopotamia,  and  even  as  high  as  the  Countries 
bordering  on  the  Pontus  Euxinus,  carrying  back  into  their  own  Country  the 
mod  valuable  Goods  and  Manufactures  of  thefe  didant  Regions  «.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  immenfe  Benefits  refulting  from  fo  lucrative  a  Trade,  the  Coun¬ 
try  became  every-where  rich  and  populous,  Labour  fupplying  Plenty,  and  Art 
Magnificence.  Hence  Ports,  not  very  commodious  in  themfelves,  were  ren¬ 
dered  fafe  and  capacious,  their  Cities  large,  and  well  inhabited,  their  public 
Buildings,  in  the  highed  degree,  rich  and  fplendid,  the  Country  finely  adorn¬ 
ed,  and  rendered  fertile  even  in  fpite  of  Nature  w.  To  fuch  a  Height  were 
thefe  Advantages  carried,  that  Alexander  the  Great,  whole  military  Virtues 
were  not  at  all  fuperior  to  his  political  Genius,  intended  this  Country  for  the 
Seat  of  that  Empire  which  he  meant  to  render  univerfal  x.  Augudus  Casfar, 
after  he  became  Mader  of  Egypt,  fent  fElius  Gallus  to  fubdue  Arabia ;  and 
the  Inhabitants  endeavouring  to  revolt  from  the  Roman  Yoke,  were  again 
humbled  by  Trajan  y.  In  P-rocefs  of  Time  Subjection  wore  out  Indudry,  to 
which  Barbarifm,  Indolence,  and  Poverty  fucceeded  7.  Yet  fome  Degree  both 
of  Commerce  and  of  Traffic  they  had  in  the  Time  of  Mohammed,  who 

s  Gen.  xxxvii.  25,  28.  Ezek.  xxvil.  21 - 25.  Herodot.  lib.  iii.  Agatharchides  apud  Pho- 

tiurfl.  Diod.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hilt.  lib.  iii. 

1  Herodot.  Hill.  lib.  i,  iii.  Dionylii  Periegelis  feu  Poema  de  Situ  Orbis,  v.  925,  et  feq.  Plin. 
Hill.  Nat.  lib.  vi. 

u  Diod.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hill.  lib.  iii.  Agatharchides  apud  Photium.  Pomponii  Melas  de  Situ 
Orbis,  lib.  i.  cap.  10.  lib.  iii.  cap.  8,  9. 

w  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  iii.  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  C.  Julii  Solini  Polyhillor,  cap.  36. 

x  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  p.  785. 

y  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  xv.  cap.  12.  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  Eutrop.  lib.  vii.  cap.  4. 
Dio.  lib.  lxviii.  Ammian.  Marcel,  lib.  xiv. 

*  Ockley’s  Hiltory  of  the  Saracens,  voh  i.  p.  19- 
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routed  the  fleeping  Spirit  of  his  Countrymen,  not  to  reftore  the  priftine  Glory 
of  their  own  Country,  but  to  conquer  others  a.  Yet,  even  at  this  Day,  under 
the  two  fierceft  Nations,  Turks  and  Arabs,  this  Peninfula  exhibits  fome  faint 
Marks  of  what  it  once  was.  Judda,  poftefted  by  the  Turks,  is  a  Port  of  great 
Trade;  fo  is  Zibet.  Mocha,  in  confequence  of  its  being  the  Staple  of  the 
Coffee  Trade,  is  dill  a  Place  of  great  Refort.  Aden,  which,  in  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Natives,  fignifies  Delight,  fo  famous  in  Antiquity,  from  whence 
the  Coaft  was  ftiled  Arabia  the  Happy,  and  which  celebrated  Mart  was  called 
afterwards  the  Roman  Port,  is  ftill  frequented  b.  Some  little  Ports  are  yet 
open  in  that  Part  of  the  Country  which  fronts  the  Indian  Ocean ;  and  on  the 
Side  towards  Perfia,  though  not  within  the  Gulph,  lies  Mufcat,  once  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Portugueze,  now  of  the  Arabs,  and  a  Place  of  great  Trade, 
the  Inhabitants  being  reputed  as  civil,  as  juft,  and  as  moral  a  People,  as  any 
on  the  Face  of  the  Globe  c. 

The  Country  of  Phoenicia  is  of  very  fmall  Extent,  bounded  on  the  Eaft 
and  South  by  Paleftine,  on  the  North  by  Syria  proper,  and  on  the  Weft  by 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  fo  narrow  and  confined,  that  it  fcarce  contains  more 
Land  than  one  of  our  Counties,  and  yet  no  Country  makes  a  greater  Figure,  or 
with  greater  Reafon,  in  ancient  Hiftory,  and  no  Country  could  boaft  of  fo  many 
great  and  rich  > Cities,  fo  many  commodious  and  well  frequented  Ports,  within 
fo  very  fmall  a  Compafs  d.  Of  thefe  the  moft  early  was  Sidon,  feated  in  a 
fertile  and  delightful  Soil,  defended  on  one  Side  by  the  Sea,  and  on  the  other  by 
the  Mountains,  lying  between  it,  and  that  which  bears  the  Name  of  Libanus  e ; 
The  DiftriCt  about  it  but  fmall,  yet  excellently  cultivated,  producing  Corn, 
Oil,  and  Silk  in  abundance.  The  Inhabitants  are  celebrated  by  the  Greeks  as 
the  Inventors,  or  at  leaft  the  great  Improvers  of  every  ufeful  Art  and  Science. 
They  rendered  Aftronomy  beneficial  to  Mankind ;  they  reduced  Navigation 
to  Rules;  they  perfected  the  Art  of  Ship -building ;  they  invented  Glafs;  they 
introduced  Dyeing ;  in  fine,  they  fo  far  excelled  in  Mafonry,  and  in  whatever* 
regarded  Architecture,  that  Solomon  had  recourfe  to  them,  or  to  their  De¬ 
fendants  the  Tyrians,  for  building  the  Temple  ft  This  Fame,  acquired 
more  early  than  any  profane  Hiftories  reach,  continued  down  to  far  later 
Times,  as  appeared  by  their  being  ftiled  by  one  of  the  Prophets  the  wife 
Sidonians  g.  In  them  began  the  Glory  of  Phoenicia  ;  and  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Country,  Science,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce,  were  carried  to  the 

a  Abulfeda,  de  vita  et  rebus  geftis  Mohammedis.  Hiftoire  de  Mahomet,  tirees  des  Auteurs - 
Arabes,  par  Mr.  Gagnier.  Dean  Prideaux’-s  Life  of  Mahomet. 

b  Du  Bois  Geographic  Moderne,  P.  ii.  chap.  8.  Diftionnaire  de'  Commerce*  tom.  ii.  col, 
701 — 706.  Hamilton’s  Account  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  vol.  i.  chap.  4,  9. 

c  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  233,  235.  Ovington’s  Voyage  to  Surat. 
d  Herodot.Hift.  lib.  v.  Diod.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hift.  lib.  v.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi, 
e  Jofhuaxix.  28.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  i.  Juftin,  e  Trogo,  lib.  xviii.  c.  3. 
f  Diodor.  Sicul.  Bibl.  Hift.  lib,  xvi.  Dionyftus  Perieg.  ver.  904,  Plin.  Hift.Nat.  lib.  vii.  c.  5 6* 
s  Zachariah  ix.  2. 
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Weft.  Egypt  was  in  Poffeflion  of  the  Trade  of  the  Eaft,  which  fufRciently 
employed  her  Induftry ;  but  the  Phoenicians  traded  both  to  the  Eaft  and  with 
Egypt ;  and  accumulating  the  rich  Commodities  of  thofe  Countries,  and  im¬ 
proving  them  by  her  own  Manufacture,  ftie  carried  them  to  the  moft  diftant 
Nations,  and  from  them  brought  alfo  very  rich  Returns  h.  Thefe  People,  fo 
far  as  Hiftory  inftrudts,  were  the  firft  who  moulded  Commerce  into  a  Science, 
and  framed  to  themfelves  the  glorious  Defign  of  making  Mankind  known  and 
uleful  to  each  other,  how  different  foever  in  Manners,  and  feated  at  what¬ 
ever  Diftance.  They  knew  that  all  Countries  were  rich  by  Nature,  or  might 
be  made  fo  by  Induftry  and  Art,  and  therefore  they  did  not  only  vifit  remote 
Regions  for  what  they  could  bring  away,  or  obtain  from  the  barbarous  Inha¬ 
bitants  for  Gewgaws  and  Trifles,  but  they  endeavoured  to  propagate  Senfe, 
Civility,  and  the  Art  of  Living,  and,  in  ftiort,  where-ever  they  came,  fought 
to  make  the  People  as  knowing  and  as  induftrious  as  themfelves  h  With  this 
View  they  fent  Colonies  to  Africa,  to  Spain,  and  many  fay  hither ;  but  what¬ 
ever  becomes  of  that  Notion,  which  fome  have  taken  great  Pains  to  maintain, 
it  might  be  eafily  proved,  that  from  the  gradual  Extenfion  of  Lights  derived 
from  them,  fpring  all  the  Politenefs  and  Profperity  of  the  weftern  World  k. 
Yet  in  this  once  flourifhing  Country,  fo  crouded  with  Cities,  and  each  of  them 
almoft  a  Kingdom,  a  Country  maintaining  its  Grandeur  under  all  the  four 
ancient  Monarchies,  there  is  little  left  except  Ruins  under  the  Dominion  of 
the  Turks.  However,  the  native  Induftry  of  the  People,  who  have  ftill  great 
Quantities  of  Silk,  and  other  valuable  Goods,  preferves  Sidon  a  Port,  though 
but  a  poor  one  h  Yet  Tripoli,  which  derives  its  Name  from  being  built  at 
the  joint  Expence  of  the  Sidonians,  Tyrians,  and  Aradians,  is  ftill  a  very  con- 
ftderable  Place,  as  being  the  Port  to  Aleppo ;  and  all  the  adjacent  Country, 
carries  apparent  and  diftinguifhing  Marks  of  the  Wealth,  the  Skill,  the  La¬ 
bour,  the  Magnificence,  and  the  Tafte,  of  its  ancient  Inhabitants  m. 

Carthage  was  amongft  the  Number  of  the  Phoenician  Colonies,  be¬ 
ing  the  Daughter  of  Tyre,  as  Tyre  was  of  Sidon.  There  are  many  Reafons 
to  expedt  that  a  Colony  lhould  be  better  feated  than  a  Mother  City,  becaufe 
the  one  is  often  the  Effedt  of  Chance,  and  the  other  of  Judgment  n.  Car¬ 
thage  was  a  pregnant  Inftance  of  this  :  It  was  built  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  in 

h  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  i.  xvi.  Pompon.  Melae  de  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  i.  cap.  12.  Ammian. 
Marcel,  lib.  xiv. 

J  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hid.  lib.  v.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  v.  cap.  12.  Pomp.  Melse  de  Situ 
Orbis,  lib.  i.  cap.  12. 

k  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  Arrian,  de  Expeditione  Alex.  Magn.  lib.  ii.  Appian.  de  Bello 
Hifpan. 

1  Di&ionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  574.  Memoires  de  Chevalier  d’Arvieux,  tom.  i. 
p.  231.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  185. 

m  Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  736,  758.  Voyages  de  Thevenot,  tom.  ii.  p.  699,  700. 
Maundrell’s  Travels,  p.  31. 

a  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  v.  c.  19.  Judin,  e  Trogo,  lib.  xviii.  cap.  5.  Salud.  in  Jugurth. 
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a  Country  remarkably  rich  and  fertile,  at  an  equal  Diflance  from  the  Extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  Mediterranean ;  its  Inhabitants  were  frugal  and  induftrious,  cele¬ 
brated  alike  for  Arts  and  for  Arms  3  laborious,  in  cultivating  and  improving  a 
fine  Territory,  which  they  gradually  extended  and  adorned  on  every  Side 3 
univerfally  famous  for  their  wife  Choice  in  founding  new  Cities,  and  in  forti¬ 
fying  them,  and  their  Capital,  with  the  greatefl  Care 3  fkilful  beyond  all  others 
in  the  Art  of  Navigation 3  equally  addicted  to  Manufactures  and  Commerce  3 
affiduous  in  Difcoveries  3  active  in  making  Colonies,  and  attentive  to  them 
when  made  3  prudent  in  Matters  of  Government  3  exact  in  military  Difci- 
pline  3  admirable  in  railing,  maintaining,  and  conducting  a  naval  Power  3  and 
affecting,  above  all  things,  the  Empire  of  the  Sea  c.  In  their  mot  fiourilh- 
ing  Condition,  they  boated  of  Seven  hundred  thoufand  Inhabitants  in  their 
Capital,  which  was  at  once  the  finet,  the  tronget,  and  the  mot  commodious 
City  in  thofe  Times,  polfeting  an  extenfive  Coat  of  Three  thoufand  Miles, 
and  therein  Three  hundred  large  Towns,  exclutve  of  their  Conquets  in 
Spain  and  Sicily,  and  of  whatever  they  held  in  that  Atlantic  Ille,  which  fome 
have  furmifed  to  be  America  p.  Thefe  wonderful  Advantages  were  the  Fruits 
of  a  teady  Adherence  to  wife  and  well  weighed  Principles,  for  the  Space  of 
Seven  hundred  Years  and  upwards. 

After  three  long  and  bloody  Wars  their  Country  was  fubdued,  and  their 
City  fubverted,  by  the  Romans,  who  gave  this  Tetimony  of  their  Senfe  of  its 
excellent  Situation,  that  they  never  reckoned  themlelves  lecure  fo  long  as  this 
rival  City  flood  q.  They  knew  from  how  fmall  a  Beginning  it  had  rifen  to 
fuch  amazing  Greatnefs,  and  they  could  not  conceive  any  Alfurance  of  Safety, 
after  all  their  Victories,  till  they  faw  it  in  Ruins,  and  this,  notwithflanding  they 
had  already  dellroyed  their  Fleet,  and  had  the  Heirs  of  all  their  noble  Families 
in  their  Hands  as  Hoflages  r.  The  dying  Efforts  of  Carthage  were  prodi¬ 
gious  3  deprived  of  their  Fleet  and  their  Port,  they  dill  flruggled  for  the  Pref'er- 
vation  of  their  City,  and,  infligated  by  Defpair,  dug  a  new  Haven,  out  of 
which  they  fent  a  Fleet  of  One  hundred  and  twenty  armed  Veffels,  all  built 
in  the  Space  of  two  Months  s.  Rome  herfelf,  when  flie  had  Time  to  recol¬ 
lect,  repented  of  this  ACtion  3  and  the  youngefl  of  the  Gracchi  fent  a  Colony 
of  fix  thoufand  Men,  to  raife  a  new  Town  out  of  the  Rubbidi  of  the  old. 
JBut  fome  Accidents,  which  their  reviving  Fears  took  for  Prodigies,  defeated 


"  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hift.  lib.  xi,  xiv,  xix.  Fragment,  e  lib.  xxiv,  xxv.  Strabon.  Geo- 
jgraph.  lib.  i,  ii,  xii.  Tit.  Liv.  Hift.  Rom.  lib.  x.  PoLyb.  lib.  xvi.  Juftin,  lib.  xviii. 

p  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii..  Tit.  Liv.  Epitom.  li.  Pompon.  Melse,  de  fitu  Orbis,  lib.  i. 
cap.  7.  Appian.  de  Beilis  Punicis,  cap.  40.  Polyb.  lib.  ii,  iii,  x. 

1  Saluft.  in  Jugurth.  Horat.  Epod.  vii.  Plutarch,  in  Cat.  Cenf. 
r  Polyb.  excerpt,  lib.  xxxiii.  Liv.  Epitom.  lib.  xlix.  C.  Vel.  Patercul.  Hift.  lib.  i. 
s  Appian.  de  Beilis  Punicis,  cap.  51,  52.  Liv.  Epitom.  lib.  li.  Flor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  15.  Pro- 
cop.  lib.  i.  cap.  20.  Orof.  lib.  iv.  cap.  22. 

1  Appian.  de  Beilis  Punicis,  cap.  5  6.  Et  de  Beilis  Civilibus,  lib.  i.  cap.  6.  Plutarch,  in  Grac- 
chis.  Liv.  Epitom.  lx. 
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this  Defign  t.  Julius  Caefar,  whofe  Prudence  was  not  inferior  to  his  Valour, 
meditated  the  Heftitution  of  Carthage ;  and  Auguflus  meeting  with  this,, 
amongft  other  Schemes,  in  the  Papers  he  left  behind  him,  executed  that  Pro- 
led:  fomewhat  more  than  a  hundred  Years  after  its  Subverfion  by  Scipio  u.  It 
remained  famous  long  after,  under  a  Variety  of  Mailers,  till  it  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Saracens  w.  It  is  now  totally  ruined,  and  the  City  of  Tunis  is 
rifen  up  in  its  dead  *,  which,  with  the  other  pyratical  States  on  that  Coad,  dill 
remain  unpolifhed  Monuments  of  what  was  once  the  greated  maritime  State 
upon  the  Globe  y,  and  which,  in  wifer  and  better  Hands,  might  be  rendered 
formidable  again 

It  will  appear  to  the  attentive  Reader,  from  thefe  fuccind  Remarks,  how 
drong,  and  almod  invincible  Bars,  natural  Imperfedions  are  to  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  a  Country  or  its  Inhabitants.  On  the  other  fide,  how  natural  Advan¬ 
tages  encourage  and  follicit  a  People  to  apply  themfelves  to  draw  from  them, 
by  Indudry  and  Application,  all  the  Benefits  they  promife  from  their  Appear¬ 
ance.  This  dill  derives  the  greater  Weight,  from  the  Indances  given,  of  their 
recovering  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  from  the  Ruin  brought  upon  them  by 
interior  Corruption  or  external  Force.  We  may  likewife  draw  from  thefe  Re¬ 
marks  a  general  Idea  of  the  Progrefs  of  ufeful  Knowlege,  and  the  Arts  fubfer- 
vient  to  civil  Life,  which  are  not  bounded  by  any  Limits,  or  confined  to  par¬ 
ticular  Climates,  but  may  be  transferred  where-ever  Virtue,  Wifdom,  and 
Fortitude,  are  found  arnongd  Mankind.  Hence  they  may  be  confidered  as  fo 
many  general  Principles  on  which  our  Sydem  is  founded,  and  to  which,  in  the. 
Courfe  of  this  Work,  we  fhall  frequently  have  occafion  to  refer,  in  order  to 
drew  that  every  thing  is  pofiible  that  has  been  any-where  attained,  if  Mea 
will  exert  that  Spirit  and  Diligence  that  is  requifite  to  the  Acquifition. 

u  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii.  p.  833.  Appian.  de  Beilis  Punicis,  cap.  56.  Plin.  Hift.  Nat^ 
lib.  v.  cap.  4. 

w  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  880.  Luyts,  Introd.  ad  Geographiam,  fedf.  4.  cap.  19.  Chev- 
reau,  Hiftoire  du  Monde,  liv.  vii.  chap.  10. 

x  Cluver.  Introd.  in  univerfam  Geographiam,  lib.  vi.  cap.  8.  Peritfol.  Itinera  Mundi,  cap.  6. 
Ogilby’s  Africa,  p.  251. 

r  Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  66.  Robbe,  Geographie,  tom.  ii.  p.  169.  La  Geogra¬ 
phic  univerfelle,  par  le  Sieur  de  la  Croix,  tom.  tv.  p.  1 79. 

z  Dodtor  Shaw’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  ii.  chap.  1,  2.  Memoires  du  Chevalier  d’Arvieux,  tom.  iv, 
p,  33.  Saint-Gervais,  Memoires  Hiftoriques  du  R,oyaume  de.  Tunis,  p.  352. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

An  Infular  Situation  preferable  to  all  others ,  and  the  Reafons  on  which  this  AJjer- 
tion  is  founded.  A  fuccincl  Hiftory  of  Crete ,  the  firft  Maritime  Power  in 
Greece :  Phis ,  however  extraordinary ,  furpafl’ed  by  Pyre.  A  brief  Hiftory  of 
the  Pyrian  Commonwealth ,  and  a  View  of  its  extenfive  Influence.  A  more  fin - 
gular  Account  of  the  Ifland  and  Republic  of  Rhodes ,  the  Nature  of  their  Go¬ 
vernment,  the  Source  of  their  immenfe  Riches,  and  the  Caufes  of  their  Declcnfion. 
A  Review  of  the  principal  Points  of  their  Hiftory ,  till  through  their  ow?i  Er¬ 
ror  they  became  a  Roman  Province.  Gallant  Defence  of  thisfmall  Ifland  againft 
the  whole  Force  of  the  Ottoman  Empire .  * Other  Inflances  of  the  like  kind  in 
reference  to  Candia,  Malta,  and  Corfu.  Motives  for  inflfting  farther  on  the 
Superiority  of  this  Situation  in  refpeSl  to  Commerce.  A  Jhort  Sketch  of  the 
Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  State  of  Venice.  Phe  Ifland  and  City  of  Ormus  de¬ 
fer  ibed  \  how  it  came  to  be  the  Center  of  Commerce  between  the  Weftern  Parts 
of  the  World  and  the  Eafl.  Conquered  by  Shah  Abbas,  with  the  Aflifl anc e  of 
the  Englifh,  and  deflroyed.  Phe  happy  Situation  and  flngular  Advantages  of 
the  Ifland  Mauritius ,  fettled  by  the  Dutch ,  after  being  flighted  by  the  Portu- 
gueze  and  Englifh ;  afterwards  deferted,  refettled,  and  again  abandoned  by  the 
Dutch :  Is  thereupon  poffefled  by  the  French  Eafl  India  Company ,  who  beflow 
on  it  the  Name  of  Ifle  de  France,  under  which  it  is  granted  to  the  prefent  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  Indies  by  the  Crown,  who  not withfta?iding  were  inclined  to  quit 
it.  Mr.  de  Bourdennaye,  in  five  Tears,  renders  it  the  mofl  important  Place 
they  have.  Phe  Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  Ifland  of  Curasao,  one  of  the  mofl  flou- 
rifhing  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Phe  Application,  and  Concluflon. 

AN  infular  Situation,  amongfl  thofe  recommended  by  the  ablefl  and 
mofl  capable  Judges,  has  been  reprefented  as  preferable  to  any,  as  en¬ 
joying  lorne  Benefits  infeparably  peculiar  thereto,  and  being  at  the  fame  time 
free  from  many  Inconveniencies  to  which  Countries  feated  on  the  Continent 
are,  from  that  very  Situation,  neceffarily  expofed.  The  Soil  of  Iflands,  more 
efpecially  if  of  any  great  Extent,  is  commonly  rich  and  fertile,  and  the  Cli¬ 
mate  rather  milder  than,  under  the  fame  Parallel  of  Latitude,  upon  the  main 
Land  a.  The  Sea  being  the  fafefl  and  mod:  natural  Boundary,  affords  the  In¬ 
habitants  great  Security  in  fettling,  cultivating,  and  improving  their  Country  -, 
and  a  good  Government  being  once  eflablifhed,  the  Inhabitants  of  an  Ifland 
mull,  for  thefe  Pveafons,  thrive  quicker  than  their  Neighbours,  and,  being  na¬ 
turally  prone  to  Navigation,  fupply  their  Wants,  export  their  own  Commodi¬ 
ties,  eflablifh  an  extenfive  Communication  with  the  Countries  round  them, 
and  thereby  attain  an  Influence  over  their  Neighbours,  fire ng then  themfelves 
at  Home,  augment  their  Riches  by  Trade,  and,  in  coniequence  of  that  naval 
Power,  oEwhich  Commerce  only  is  the  natural  Bafls,  commonly  enjoy  a  greater 
Proportion  of  Freedom,  Affluence,  and  Grandeur,  than  can  well  be  attained, 

a  Herodot.  lib.  ill.  p.  81.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hiflor.  lib.  v.  Strabon.  Geography  lib.  i. 

E  2  or. 


2$  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

or,  if  attained,  be  for  any  Length  of  Time  preferved,  by  Inhabitants  of  Coun¬ 
tries  of  the  fame  Extent  on  the  Continent  b.  As  thefe  are  Points  of  Fad, 
they  are  bed  edablilhed  from  Hillory ;  and  the  Reader,  when  he  carefully 
reflects  on  thofe  Indances  that  may  and  fliall  be  produced  from  thence,  will 
find  himfelf  much  better  enabled,  than  by  any  other  Method  he  could  have 
been,  to  judge  of  the  Propriety  of  the  Reafons  and  Remarks  that  will  occur  in 
a  particular  Application  c.  Befides,  he  will  alfo  fee,  and  be  convinced,  that  many 
Things  which  he  might  have  otherwife  midaken  for  the  bold  Flights  of  a 
luxuriant  Fancy,  or  the  chimerical  and  delulive  Inventions  of  a  fertile  Imagi¬ 
nation,  are  really  fober  and  folid  Truths,  fuggefled  from  tire  Writings  of  Men 
of  found  judgment,  and  which  may  at  any  Time,  in  any  like  Place,  be  cer¬ 
tainly  reduced  to  Practice,  becaufe  the  Light  of  Experience  fhews  us  that  they 
have  been  actually  pradtifed  already  <h  A  Manner  of  Writing  in  refpedt  to 
the  Utility  of  which  we  may  cite  the  Authority  of  the  celebrated  John  de 
Witt,  than  whom,  in  Things  of  this  nature,  a  better  cannot  be  mentioned,, 
whether  ancient  or  modern  e* 

The  mod  ancient  maritime  Power,  recorded  by  the  Greek  Hidorians,  is  that 
of  Crete  ;  and  indeed  they  could  not  well  go  higher,  fince  this  is  one  of  the 
idrft  Fads  in  what  ought  to  be  ffiled  credible  Hifiory.  For  Minos,  King  of 
Crete,  Son  of  Jupiter  and  Europa,  obferving  that  the  Subjedts  of  all  the  little 
Principalities  of  Greece,  as  well  as  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Iflands  in  the  Archi¬ 
pelago,-  perverted  the  very  Ufe  of  Navigation  in  committing  Piracies  upon 
each  other,  having  fird  reduced  the  whole  Eland  he  governed  into  Order, 
and  eftablifhed  fo  complete  a  Sydem  of  Laws,,  that  the  wifefl  Men  have 
thought  them  worthy  of  perpetual  Memory,  he  began  to  afliime  the  Domi¬ 
nion  of  the  Sea*>  and  having  a  fuperior  naval  Force,  employed  it  in  fupprefling 
Pirates,  and  edablifhing  a  free  and  open  Trade,  which  is  the  moll  liable  Balls 
of  maritime  Empire  f.  Crete,  in  the  Situation  that  Things  then  were,  was 
the  moft  natural  Seat  of  fuch  an  Empire,  enjoying  a  happy,  temperate,  or  ra¬ 
ther  warm  Climate,  at  the  Diflance  of  about  thirty  Leagues  from  Pelopon- 
ncfus,  about  the  like  Diflance  from  leffer  Alia,  and  not  above  ffty  Leagues 
from  Africa,  from  w’hence  it  is  celebrated  by  Virgil  as  lying  in  the  Middle  of 
the  Sea.  It  may  be  filled  conf  derable  in  point  of  Size,  being  about  Six  hun¬ 
dred  Miles  in  Circumference,  and  yet  not  a  twentieth  Part  lo  large  as  Great 
Britain  g:  Exceedingly  fruitful  in  rich  and  llaple  Commodities,  fuch  as  Silk, 
Wine,  Oil,  Honey,  Wax,  the  fined  Fruits,  many  valuable  Gums,  and  other 

b  Apuleius,  ex  Ariftot.  de  Mundo.  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  ii..  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  ix.  cap. 
c  Tit.  Liv.  Hill.  lib.  xlv.  Tacit,  lib.  xiv.  Flor.  Epitom.  lib.  ii.  c.  8. 

d  Ariftot.  Hillor.  Animal,  lib.  v.  Alex,  ab  Alexand.  Genial.  Dier.  lib.  iv.  Polyd,.  Virgil  de 
Invent,  rerum.  lib.  iii.  c.  6. 

c  Gronden  en  Maximen,  van  deRepublieck  van  Holland,  en  Rotterdam.  1671,  8°* 
i  Ariftot.  Ethic,  lib.  i.cap.  13.  Plato,  de  Legibus,  lib.  i.  Thucydid.  de  Bello  Pel opon.  lib.  i. 
Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hillor.  lib.  v.  c.  85.  Apollod.  lib.  iii,  p.  163. 

s  Diod.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  Strabon.  Geograpb.  lib.  x.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  iv.  c.  12.  Ptolem.. 
Geograph,  lib.  iii.  Solini  Poly  hill,  c,  1  l. 
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Drugs  of  Price,  and  not  deficient  in  Wool,  Corn,  and  other  Neceflaries ; 
abounding,  for  thofe  early  Times,  with  capacious  and  commodious  Ports,  and 
inhabited  by  a  fenfible  and  warlike  People  ft.  After  the  Death  of  Minos,  they 
eftablifhed  a  Republican  Government,  retaining  however  their  old  Laws,  and 
improving  their  Wealth  and  Power  to  fucha  degree,  as  to  acquire  their  Coun¬ 
try  the  Epithet  of  Hecatompolis,  from  its  having  no  fewer  than  a  hundred 
well  built  and  populous  Cities,  retaining  its  Liberty,  and  with  it  that  Prero¬ 
gative,  from  whence  Ariftotle  ftiles  this  Ifland  the  Emprefs  of  the  Sea,  up¬ 
wards  of  Thirteen  hundred  Years ;  and  at  length  overwhelmed,  after  a  glo¬ 
rious  Struggle,  by  the  all-grafping  Power  of  the  Romans  i,  who,  as  Florus 
truly  acknowleges,  had  no  better  Title,  or  rather  could  devife  no  fairer  Pre¬ 
tence  to  make  this  Conqueft,  than  the  Defire  of  being  poffefled  of  fo  noble  an 
Ifland  ;  as  the  only  Method  to  fecure  which,  they  moft  barbaroufly  extermi¬ 
nated  the  far  greatefl:  Part  of  its  ancient  Inhabitants 

It  may  feem  not  a  little  ltrange,  that  the  Cretans  being  confined  within 
fuch  very  narrow  Bounds,  and  having  in  procefs  of  Time  fo  many  powerful 
Princes  and  States  in  their  Neighbourhood,  fhould  neverthelefs  maintain 
their  Wealth,  their  Commerce,  and  their  Superiority  at  Sea,  for  fuch  a  Length 
of  Time,  and  this,  notwithftanding  the  great  Corruption  of  their  Manners, 
their  frequent  civil  Wars,  and  their  interfering  too  much  with  the  Affairs  of 
the  Continent,  which  in  the  End  however  proved  their  Ruin  :  But  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  much  more  firange,  that  a  People  inhabiting  an  Ifland,  which  contained 
fewer  fquare  Yards  than  Crete  did  Miles,  fhould  Rill  make  a  greater  Figure  at 
Sea  than  the  People  of  Crete  ;  lliould  oppofe  themfelves  with  more  Firmnefs 
than  even  the  great  King,  as  the  Greeks  lliled  the  Monarch  of  Perfia,  againfl 
the  Macedonian  Conqueror ;  hop  the  Progrefs  of  his  Arms  longer,  and  ren¬ 
der  the  Difpute  between  them  more  doubtful  than  with  any  o/  the  other  Na¬ 
tions,  whom,  in  the  rapid  Courfe  of  his  Vidories,  he  fubdued.  Yet  for  this  we 
have  all  the  Evidence  that  the  Nature  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Fact  can  demand, 
an  Evidence  fo  clear  and  irefiftible,  that,  ftrange  as  the  Fad:  is,  the  Truth  of  it 
has  never  been  called  in  Queftion. 

These  were  the  Tyrians,  who,  after  their  old  City,  built  upon  the  Coaft  of 
Phoenicia,  had  been  facked  and  deflroyed  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  retired  to  an 
Ifland  lefs  than  two  Miles  diftant,  and  not  full  three  in  Compafs,  where  they 
fettled  themfelves,  and,  in  the  fpace  of  ieventy  Years,  lo  far  recovered  their 
former  Grandeur  as  to  ere<fh  a  City,  which  had  indeed  precifely  the  fame 

h  Arlfl.de  Republic,  lib.  ii.  c.  10.  Strabon..  Geograph.,  lib.  x.  Ptolem.  lib.  iii.  Vug 
jSHneid.  lib.  iii.  v.  104.  Plin.  Ilifh  Nat.  lib.  iv. 

1  Herodot.  lib.  vii.  Homeri,  Iliad, .  0.  Paufan.  lib.  vii.  Athen.  Deip.  lib.  xiv.  Clem.  Alex, 
Paed.  lib.  ii. 

k  Liv.  lib.  xcix.  c.  Appian,  legat.  xxx.  Flor.  lib.  iii.  cap.. Vell.  Patercul.  lib.  ii.  c.  38, 
Eutrop„Br.eviar..lib.  vi. 
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Bounds  with  the  Ifland,  compleatly  fortified,  having  a  lpacious  Port  in  the  Bay, 
between  them  and  the  Continent,  adorned  with  elegant  Buildings  many 
Stories  in  Height,  the  want  of  Earth  obliging  them  to  trefpafs  on  the  Air,  and 
enriched  with  immenfe  Magazines  of  every  kind  of  Merchandize  that  either 
the  eattern  or  the  weftern  world  could  furnifh  f  They  were  fometimes  go¬ 
verned  by  Judges,  afterwards  by  Kings,  who  paid  a  kind  of  Tribute  or  Ac- 
knowlegement  to  the  Perfian  Monarch,  but,  after  all,  were  rather  refpedted  as 
Allies,  than  treated  as  Subjects.  This  was  owing  to  the  Superiority  of  their 
maritime  Power,  and  their  clofe  Connection  with  the  Carthaginians,  a  Colony 
of  their  own,  and  the  many  Services  which  they  rendered  to  thofe  great  Kings, 
and  in  which  alfo  they  found  their  own  Account  This  Situation  was  fo 
agreeable  to  them,  and  the  Conjunction  of  their  Interefts  united  them  fo  effec¬ 
tually  to  the  Perfians,  that,  in  their  Quarrel,  they  hood  a  Siege  of  no  lefs  than 
feven  Months  againft  Alexander  the  Great,  whofe  Fortune  had  been  here  put 
to  a  ftand,  if  his  military  Skill  had  not  fuggefted  to  him  the  Means  of  depriving 
them  of  the  great  Source  of  their  Strength,  their  Situation  ;  through  the  Con- 
ttrudtion  of  an  artificial  Ifthmus,  by  which,  with  incredible  Labour,  and  with  no 
fmall  Lofs,  after  many  Months  arduous  Endeavour,  he  rendered  himl'elf  Matter 
of  the  Place  ;  and  having  flaughtered  Thoufands,  crucified  Thoufands,  and 
lold  thirty  Thoufand  for  Slaves,  his  Fury  at  length  relenting,  he  luffered  it  to 
be  again  peopled  ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  Years,  fuch  was  the  Spirit  and 
Induttry,  fuch  the  Genius  and  the  Refources  of  this  trading  People,  that  it 
was  become  again  a  wealthy  and  potent  City,  capable  of  holding  out  a  much 
longer  Siege  againtt  one  of  his  Succeffors  n.  In  fucceeding  Times,  convert¬ 
ing  even  their  Misfortunes  into  Benefits,  they  united  both  the  old  and  the  new 
Towns  into  one  City,  and,  by  the  Addition  of  fome  farther  Works,  procured 
two  good  Havens  on  the  different  Sides  of  the  Itthmus.  They  met  with  Fa¬ 
vour  and  Indulgence  from  the  Romans,  who  paid  a  very  high  RefpeCt  to  all 
Cities  eminent  for  Commerce,  and  diftinguiflied  them  by  the  Name  of  Navar- 
chides  °,  and  continued,  through  a  tteady  Perfeverance,  in  the  Improvement 
of  thofe  Arts,  by  which  they  rofe ;  to  make  a  great  Figure  till  tov/ards  the 
Clofe  of  the  thirteenth  Century,  when  they  fell  under  the  Dominion  of  their 
prefent  Matters,  the  Turks,  who  compleated  that  DettruCtion  with  which  they 
were  threatened  fo  long  before  by  the  Prophets ;  fo  that  there  are  nothing  now 
remaining  of  both  Cities  but  Dutt  and  Rubbifh,  to  attett,  as  they  do  in  the 
ftrongeft  and  mott  convincing  manner,  all  the  extraordinary  Events  that  are 
recorded  in  Hiftory  for  fuch  a  Series  of  Years,  and  which  fufficiently  demon- 
ttrate,  that  Induttry,  Commerce,  and  naval  Power,  are  the  natural  Pillars  of  a 

1  Herodot.  Hid.  lib.  ii.  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  xvii.  p.  583.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  Jo- 
feph.  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  viii.  c.  10.  Jullin.  lib.  xviii.  cap.  3.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  Jib.  v. 

m  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  xvii.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  Jofeph.  contr.  Apion,  lib.  i.  Ar¬ 
rian  de  Exped.  Alex.  Magn.  lib.  ii.  Jullin.  lib.  xi.  c.  10. 

n  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  Xvii.  xix.  c.  4.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  p.  757.  Q^Curt.  lib.  iv. 
Plutarch  in  Alexandra.  Jullin.  lib.  xi.  cap.  10. 

0  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  p.  757. 
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lading,  equal,  and  temperate  Government ;  which,  though  under  different 
Forms,  they  all  along  poffeffed,  and  theLofs  of  which  has  reduced  this  Illand 
to  what  it  now  is,  a  confided  Heap  of  fhattered  Remains  of  ancient  Magni¬ 
ficence,  without  any  Inhabitants  fave  a  few  Fifhermen,  whom  the  Conveni- 
ency  of  its  Coaffs  incline  to  lodge  in  thefe  fqualid  Ruins  p. 

After  thefe,  let  me  have  Leave  to  mention  Rhodes,  which,  though  lefs 
than  Crete,  and  yet  much  bigger  than  Tyre,  lurpaffed  them  both  in  the  Ex¬ 
tent  of  her  Dominion,  and  in  the  Continuance  of  her  Power.  This  Ifland, 
as  defcribed  by  the  ancient  Geographers,  lies  in  the  Carpathian  Sea,  over- 
againft  the  Coaff  of  that  Country  which  bore  the  Name  of  Lycia,  and  made 
a  Part  of  Alia  Minor,  from  whence  this  Illand  was  diftant  about  twenty 
Miles  According  to  the  Greek  Etymology  of  its  Name,  it  might  be  ftiled 
the  Illand  of  Rofes;  and  we  may  form  an  Idea  of  the  Excellency  of  its  Climate 
from  its  being  reputed  the  Favourite  of  the  Sun,  and  faid  to  be  watered,  in  the 
Language  of  the  Poets,  with  golden  Showers.  Temperate  it  was,  and  ferene, 
equally  free  from  Frofts  and  Exhalations,  fo  that  its  Trees  and  its  Meadows  were 
ever  green,  rich  in  Paftures  and  in  Fruits,  but  more  efpecially  celebrated  for 
high  flavoured  and  delicious  Wines;  abounding  with  limpid  Streams,  and  bleflcd 
with  a  fafe,  capacious,  and  commodious  Haven  :  In  Extent  but  forty  Leagues, 
exceedingly  populous,  governed  by  Kings  before  the  Trojan  War,  that  is, 
before  profane  Hiffory  records  any  thing  with  Certainty ;  celebrated  after¬ 
wards  for  being  the  Seat  of  an  ingenious,  learned,  and  martial  Nation,  verfed 
in  all  the  Arts,  and  carrying  the  moll  ufeful  and  the  moll;  ornamental  to  the' 
higheff  Degree  of  Excellence ;  allowed  a  Place  amongR  thole  to  whom  the 
Dominion  of  the  Sea  was  juftly  afcribed,  not  as  confining  and  controuling  the 
Navigation  of  other  Nations,  but  as  prefcribing  Laws  beneficial  to  all ;  fo  juff, 
that  they  were  adopted  by  the  Romans,  and  wrought  into  their  Pandedt  n  Hi¬ 
ffory  has  not  recorded,  nor  indeed  is  it  eafy  to  conceive,  a  Country  better  cul¬ 
tivated,  or  a  People  more  effeemed.  Every  Spot  of  this  delightful  Ifland  was 
improved,  feveral  rich  Towns  adorned  its  various  Diftridts,  and  many  agree¬ 
able  Villages ;  while  its  Capital,  Rhodes,  was  equally  diffinguilhed  as  the  Seat 
of  Commerce,  and  of  the  Mufes  :  In  point  of  Trade  it  vied  with  Crete  and 
Tyre ;  and,  next  to  Athens,  the  Univerfity  of  Rhodes  was  moft  frequented  in 
thofe  Ages,  when  Learning  was  in  the  higheff  Credit s. 

In  refpeft  to  their  Government  they  tried  all  the  Forms,  of  Monarchy, 
Democracy,  and  Ariffocracy ;  and  at  length,  like  moft  wife  Nations,  framed  a 

p  Ezekiel  xxvi,  xxvii,  xxviii.  Herbelot,  Biblioth.  Orientale,  p.  829.  Memoires  du  Chevalier 
d’Arvieux,  tom.  i.  p.  250.  Maundtel’s  Travels,  p.49,  50.  Dr.  Shaw’s  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  273. 

q  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  cap.  182.  Diod.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  v.  cap.  6.  Strab 
lib.  xiv.  Athenaeus,  in  Deipnofoph.  lib.  viii. 

r  Homeri,  Iliad  3- Herodot.  iib.  ii.  Diod.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  Plin.  lib.  v.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xiv. 

8  Diod.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  Arifiid.  in  Rhodiac.  Plin.  lib.  iv.  cap.  7.  Dio.  Ch  ry  folio  m  in  Rho- 
diac.  Sueton.  in  Tiber. 
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new  Constitution  for  themfelves  out  of  them  all  t.  A  fupreme  Magistrate 
they  had,  who  was  elected  every  fix  Months,  but,  if  Gccafion  required,  might 
be  continued  longer  in  Office  ;  with  a  Senate,  compofed  of  the  wifed  Citizens, 
who  appointed  Generals,  Admirals,  and  other  public  Officers  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  They  were  extremely  remarkable  for  the  Care  of  their  Poor,  laying 
it  down  as  a  Rule  that  every  Man  Should  work,  while  he  was  able,  for  his  own 
Maintenance,  but  Should  be  as  well  maintained,  when  he  was  no  longer  able, 
at  the  Expence  of  the  State  u.  They  were  admirably  Skilled  in  Ship-build¬ 
ing,  the  only  Kind  of  Science  of  which  they  made  a  Mydery,  or  radier  a 
Secret  of  State  ;  thoroughly  verfed  in  Navigation,  and  the  Arts  relating  there¬ 
to,  and  this  fo  univerfally,  that  Florus  calls  them  a  Nation  of  Seamen  w.  As 
they  built  and  navigated,  fo  they  likewife  fought  their  Veffels  better  than  any 
other  Nation,  and  were,  for  many  Ages,  looked  upon  as  invincible  on  their 
own  Element  x.  Some  ill  Qualities  they  had,  and  amongd  thefe,  too  Strong 
an  Appetite  for  Gain  might  be  reckoned  one  of  the  worSt.  They  were  alfo 
very  high  Spirited,  treated  the  Countries  that  were  lubjeCt  to  them  upon  the 
Continent  with  too  much  Auderity,  and  affeCfed  high  Living,  more  than  was 
confident  with  the  Dictates  of  Prudence  and  true  Policy  Their  Buildings, 
fays  an  ingenious  Writer,  “  give  us  an  Idea  of  a  People  who  thought  them¬ 
felves  immortal ;  whereas  the  Luxury  of  their  Tables  declare  them  carelefs  of 
Life  7-.”  But  thefe,  and  all  their  other  Vices,  were  the  Effects  of  that  Opu¬ 
lence  which  an  extended  Traffic,  a  free  Government,  and  a  long  Series  of  Pro- 
fperity,  had  produced.  In  Bodies  politic,  as  well  as  natural,  the  Seeds  of 
Death  are  in  the  mod  wholfome  Nutriment,  and  Sooner  or  later  end  in  Dif- 
folution. 

The  Hidory  of  the  Rhodians  is  very  imperfectly  related;  and  no  Wonder, 
dnce  the  Works  of  all  thofe  who  treated  this  SubjeCt  expredly,  are  long  ago 
lod.  Yet  their  Concerns  with  other  Nations  diew  them  to  have  been  an 
aCtive  and  powerful  People,  from  Times  as  early  as  Records  can  reach.  Homer 
tells  us,  they  lent  Forces  to  the  Siege  of  Troy :  We  find  in  Succeeding  Ages 
the  Names  of  many,  and  the  Characters  of  Some  of  their  Princes,  who  were  alfo 
Philofophers  a.  When  Xerxes  invaded  Greece,  they  were  become  a  Republic ; 
they  made  a  conliderable  Figure  in  the  Peloponnedan  War ;  they  dded 
afterwards  with  the  Macedonians.  They  courted  Alexander,  and  were  in  as 
much  Edeem  with  him  as  any  of  the  Greek  States  L  When  his  Empire 

1  Strabon.  Geogr.  lib.  xiv.  Polyb.  Legat.  60,  61,  62.  T.  Liv.  lib.  xlii. 
u  Herodot.  lib.  ii.cap.  178.  Strabon.  Ceograph,  lib.  xiv.  p.  357.  T.  Liv.  lib.  xlvii. 

*v  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xiv.  Flor.  Hilt.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7. 
x  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xlvii.  Pglyasn.  Strateg.  lib.  iv.  cap.  vi.  §  16. 

y  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  Athen.  Deipn.  lib.  xiv,  xv.  Tacit.  Annal.  xii.  .  . 

z  Stratonicus  apud  Piutarchum  de  cupiditate  Divitiarum. 

a  Homeri,  Iliad,  ji-  Pindar.  Olyinp.  Od.  vii.  Laert.  in  vit.  Cleobul.  Paufan.  lib.  vi.  Aul.  Geli. 
ii  b.  iii. 

!•  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  xk  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xiv.  Judin,  lib.  xi.  cap.  2. 
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came  to  be  divided,  their  commercial  Intereds  united  them  to  Ptolemy ;  and 
they  were  fo  deady  in  their  Alliance,  that,  rather  than  break  their  Faith,  they 
flood  the  fliock  of  Antiochus's  Refentment,  who  fent  his  Son  Demetrius  to 
reduce  them,  with  a  Fleet  and  Army  that  feemed  more  than  equal  to  the 
Tafk  c.  The  Siege  of  Rhodes  is  one  of  the  molt  honourable  in  ancient 
Hidory;  it  laded  long,  and  ended  for  them  in  the  mod  remarkable  manner, 
Demetrius,  charmed  with  their  Spirit -and  Intrepidity,  renounced  his  Delign, 
demanded  their  Friendffiip,  and  made  them  a  Prefent  of  all  his  military 
Engines  d.  They  were  the  mod  faithful,  and  the  mod  corilidered  amongd  the 
Allies  of  Rome :  They  deferved  it  by  the  Adidance  of  their  Fleets,  and  they 
were  rewarded  with  Provinces  upon  the  Continent  e.  It  was  then  that  they 
began  to  think  too  highly  of  themfelves,  and  of  their  Power;  they  interpofed 
as  Mediators,  of  rather  as  Arbitrators,  between  that  haughty  Republic  and  the 
Monarch  of  Macedon,  which  the  Romans  conddered  as  Impertinence,  and 
punifhed,  by  taking  away  thole  Provinces  they  had  bedowed  fi  The  Alli¬ 
ance  fublided  notwithdanding.  The  Rhodians  aided  as  their  Auxiliaries  againd 
Mithridates,  and  abted  therein  againd  their  own  Intered.  They  differed  for 
this  Complaifance,  and  were  frequently  made  fenfible  that  they  had  contri¬ 
buted  too  much  to  the  Grandeur  of  their  Ally  3.  However,  they  kept 
their  Liberty  till  the  Reign  of  Vefpalian,  when  their  Idand  became  a  Port, 
and  the  City  of  Rhodes,  the  Metropolis  of  a  Roman  Province  L  If  the 
Reader  conliders  the  fmall  Extent  of  this  Country,  the  Source  of  its  Great- 
nefs,  and  the  Continuance  of  its  Freedom,  little,  if  at  all,  fhort  of  Twothou- 
fand  Years,  his  own  Relledlions  will  teach  him  what  to  think  of  the  im¬ 
proved  Advantages  of  an  infular  Situation. 

What  has  been  already  faid,  fudiciently  demondrates  the  internal  Strength 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  an  Idand,  who  can  never  be  attacked  but  by  a  Power 
fuperior  at  Sea,  from  whom  Succours  can  be  very  rarely  fhut  out,  and  where 
the  People,  from  their  ordinary  Courfe  of  Life,  not  only  acquire  an  adtive 
and  a  martial  Spirit,  but  are  fo  addidted  to  their  own  Cudoms,  and  fo  zeal¬ 
ous  for  their  Liberties,  that  their  Efforts  are  always  vigorous,  and  often  irre- 
ddible.  To  fettle  and  confirm  this  Opinion,  we  need  only  to  relied,  that 
when  the  Knights  of  St.  John  were  in  Poffeffion  of  this  very  Idand  of  Rhodes, 
though,  from  many  Circumdances  of  their  Order,  they  dood  deprived  of 
fome  capital  Advantages  for  the  Defence  of  this  Country,  yet  they  behaved 
themfelves  fo  gallantly  againd  the  Forces  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  under  the 

c  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  xx.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xiv.  Plutarch,  in  vit.  Demet.  Polyasn. 
Strateg,  lib.  iv.  cap.  6.  Plin.  Hid.  Nat.  1.  vi.  cap.  4. 
d  Diodor.  Sicul.  lib.  xx.  Plut.  in  vita  Demetrii. 

c  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xxxiii,  xxxvii,  xxxviii.  Polyb.  xvi.  Appian  in  Syriacis. 
f  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xliv,  xlv.  Polyb.  Legat.  86.  93.  Appian  in  Syriacis. 
t  Liv.  Epitom.  lib.  lxxviii.  Diodor.  Sicul.  in  excerpt.  Valef.  Appian  in  Mithridat.  cap.  ix. 
k  Sueton.  in  Vefpafian.  Eufeb.  in  Chron.  Qrof.  lib.  vii. 
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Reign  of  Mohammed  the  Second,  who  had  made  himfelf  Matter  of  Conttan- 
tinople,  over-ran  Greece,  and  added  feveral  of  the  Provinces  of  the  Perfian 
Empire  to  his  own,  that  his  Fleet  and  Army  were  at  length  obliged  to  retire,, 
much  diminifhed  by  their  Lottes  1.  Afterwards  the  Ifland  was  reduced  by 
Soliman  the  Firft,  who  brought  a  greater  Force,  and  came  thither  in  Perfonj 
but  the  Difpute  latted  feveral  Months,  the  Defence  was  prodigious,  and,  after 
all,  the  Capitulation  honourable  K 

We  may  likewife  remember  that  Crete,  under  the  modern  Name  of  Can- 
dia,  was  defended,  for  many  Years  by  the  Venetians,  againft  all  the  Strength 
of  the  Turkifh  Empire,  in  the  Zenith  of  its  Power ;  and  perhaps  that  wife 
Republic  got  more  by  the  Diminution  of  the  Enemy’s  maritime  and  military 
Force,  which  fome  judicious  Authors  think  the  Turks  have  never  recovered, 
than  they  fuffered  by  the  Cefiion  of  the  Ifland,  which  was,  notwithftanding, 
the  greateft  Lofs  that  State  ever  felt  k  We  might  mention,  to  the  fame  Pur- 
pofe  the  War  of  Cyprus,  and  the  feveral  Defeats  the  Turks  have  futtained  in 
their  Attacks  upon  Malta ;  and  in  our  own  Times,  their  Repulfe  at  Corfu, 
which  was  in  a  manner  wholly  owing  to  its  Situation,  if  we  except  the  intre¬ 
pid  Valour  and  great  military  Skill  of  General  Count  Schuylembergh,  who 
rendered  his  Name  immortal  by  defending  it  m.  This  proved  alfo  fatal  to  the 
Ottoman  Power,  which  from  that  Time  has  given  little  Umbrage  to  Chrif- 
tendom  by  Sea ;  and  moft  evident  it  is,  that  if  a  very  few  of  thole  numerous 
Iflands  that  formerly  belonged  to  the  Greek  Empire,  had  been  properly  for¬ 
tified,  or,  which  had  been  ttill  better,  left  under  a  free  Government,  which  is 
the  belt  of  all  Fortifications,  the  Turks  had  never  grown  fo  potent  as  they 
now  are,  and  many  pleafant,  rich,  and  fruitful  Countries,  which  under  their 
Tyranny  have  been  depopulated,  and  rendered  Defarts,  might  have  been 
-preferred  in  that  State  of  Beauty  and  Fertility  in  which  they  ftill  bloom  in 
Hiftory ;  Theatres  of  Happinefs  to  their  own  Inhabitants,  and,  by  their  Com¬ 
merce,  of  univerfal  Utility  to  the  human  Species  *>. 

We  have  now  fufficiently  difcuflfed  the  Advantages  given  to  thofe  who 
inhabit  Iflands,  from  that  very  Situation,  to  maintain  their  Governments  longer, 
and  in  greater  Purity,  by  which  I  would  be  underflood  to  mean  Freedom, 
than  Nations  feated  on  the  Continent ;  and  we  have  alfo  pointed  out  the 
many  Benefits  arifing  from  this  Situation,  in  refpedt  to  the  Capacity  of  De- 

1  Turfellini  Hift.  Univerfalis,  lib.  x.  Knolles’s  Hiftory  of  the  Turks,  p.  432.  Vanel,  Hiftoirg 
generate  des  Turcs,  tom.  ii.  p.  164. 

k  Doctor  Blair’s  Chronological  Tables,  pi.  51.  Fontaine  de  Bello  Rhodio  libri  tres.  Can- 
temir  Hiltoire  de  l’Empire  Othoman.  liv.  iii.  chap.  1. 

I  Vite  e  Fatti  d’  alcuni  Imperatori  Ottomanni,  p.  179.  Hiftoire  du  Siege  de  Candie,  Amfter- 
dam,  1671,  120.  Cantemir  Hiftoire  de  1’  Empire  Othoman.  tom.  iii.  p.  hi.  1 14. 

m  The  Wars  of  Cyprus  by  R.  Midgley.  Etat  de  la  Puiffance  Othomane,  avec  les  Caufes  de  fon 
.Acroiflement,  et  cellesde  fa  Decadence,  p.  96,  97.  Mercure  Hifiorique,  vol.  lxi.  p.  374. 

II  bee  .the  Voyages  of  YV .heeler,  Spon,  and  Tournefort. 
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fence,  againfl  even  the  greatefl  Superiority  of  Force :  We  will  now  endea¬ 
vour  to  illuftrate  the  fuperior  Advantages  they  have  in  refpedt  to  Com¬ 
merce,  which,  it  may  be,  the  Reader  will  think  fuperfluous,  confidering  that 
the  States  we  have  already  mentioned,  owed  the  Beginning  and  the  Continu¬ 
ance  of  their  Grandeur  to  this  Caufe,  and  from  thence  alfo,  in  a  great  men- 
fure,  acquired  that  Power  of  defending  and  fupporting  themfelves,  for  which 
they  have  been  already  celebrated.  But,  in  order  to  underhand  a  Subject 
thoroughly,  we  cannot  confider  it  in  too  many  different  Lights :  For  thefe  Rea- 
fons,  and  that  we  may  at  the  fame  time  diverfify  our  Remarks  as  much  a£ 
poflible,  we  will  luccindly  defcribe  the  Advantages  arifing  fimply  from  this 
Situation,  to  fomc  particular  Ifland  in  every  Quarter  of  the  Globe,  and  make 
fuch  a  Choice  of  thefe  Inflances  as  that  they  may  leaf!  refemble  each  other, 
and  have  Bill  lels  Affinity  with  thofe  that  we  have  already  confidered. 

Venice,  the  eldeA  Commonwealth  in  Europe,  is  an  Ifland,  but  an  Bland 
of  a  very  lingular  kind,  being  an  artificial  Conjunction  of  upwards  of  feventy 
natural  Iflands,  none  of  them  of  any  great  Confequence  taken  fingly,  but 
when  thus  united,  make  the  Balls  of  a  very  confiderable  City  They  lie  in  the 
Sea,  divided  from  each  other  by  Shallows,  or,  as  they  Aile  them,  Lagunes, 
fome  fo  clofe  as  to  be  united  by  Bridges  j  others  at  fuch  a  DiAance,  that  the 
Channels  between  them  lerve  as  a  kind  of  Streets,  through  which  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  pafs,  not  in  Carriages,  but  by  Boats  p.  This  City  is  five  Miles  diflant 
from  the  Continent,  and  about  the  fame  DiAance  from  the  Caufeway  that 
defends  them  from  the  Sea,  almoA  forty  Miles  in  Extent,  which  they  call  the 
Lido,  through  which  there  are  feveral  Openings  that  admit  Boats,  and  one  on 
the  grand  Canal,  well  fortified  at  Malamoco,  which  may  be  from  thence 
Ailed  the  Port  of  Venice  q.  It  is  well  enough  known  that  thefe  Iflands  were 
gradually  fettled,  by  People  who  took  fhelter  in  them  from  the  Invaflon  of 
the  Huns,  and  who,  for  their  Subflflence,  had  recourfe  to  fiffiing,  and  to  a 
CoaA  Trade,  on  both  Sides  the  Gulph,  which  lay  open  before  them.  By 
their  great  Induftry  and  Addrefs  they  quickly  became  eafy,  and  by  degrees 
they  grew  confiderable.  That  Navigation,  which  was  always  neceflary,  and 
that  Correfpondence,  which  was  ever  commodious,  became  ArA  Sources  of 
their  Wealth,  and  then  of  their  Power  j  for  they  were  long  diflinguifhed  by 
their  Diligence  and  Dexterity  as  Seamen  and  Traders,  before  they  became  at 
all  formidable  as  a  Republic  r.  Their  Safety  and  their  Grandeur  were  the 
Effects  of  their  adhering  Aeadily  to  a  few  wife  Maxims,  to  guarding  againA 
untoward  Events,  as  much  as  they  were  able,  and  availing  themfelves  of  fuch 

0  Spon  Voyage  d’ltalie,  tom.  i.  p.  54,  55.  Della  Republica  e  Magiftrati  di  Venetia  libri 
cinque  daGafp.  Contarini,  in  Venetia,  1650,  120.  Sanfovino  Venetia  Defcritta. 
p  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  126.  Voyages  de  Max.  Miflon.  LafTdl’s  Travels. 
q  Sir  George  Wheeler’s  Travels,  p.  2.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  166.  St.  Di- 
dier,  Ville  et  Republique  de  Venife. 

r  Marcolini  dell’  origine  di  Venetia.  Flaviu&Blondus,  de  origine  et  geftis  Venetorum.  J-  Bap 
lift  Veri,  rerum  Venetorum  libri  quatuor. 
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as  were  favourable,  as  far  as  it  was  poffible.  In  Procefs  of  Time  they  gainecf 
a  Footing  on  both  Sides  of  the  Continent ;  their  Situation  exempted  them  from 
the  Dangers  and  Calamities  that  befel  their  Neighbours,  and  they  profited 
equally  by  the  Fall  of  the  Weftern  Empire,  and  that  of  the  Eaft.  They 
became  poffeffed  of  many  confiderable  Iflands,  of  which  Cyprus  and  Candia 
were  die  chief;  they  drove  a  prodigious  Traffic  on  all  Sides,  and  with  all 
Nations  s ;  they  fetched  Spices,  and  other  Commodities  of  the  Indies,  from 
the  Black  Sea,  after  the  Fall  of  Conftantinople,  and  afterwards  from  Alexan¬ 
dria;  they  difperfed  thefe,  and  all  the  rich  Merchandize  of  the  Levant, 
through  the  reft  of  Europe,  to  this  Ifland  of  ours  in  particular,  fo  late  as  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  t.  In  a  word,  they  became  what  Tyre  was,  the 
common  Center  of  Traffic;  but  at  length  loft  a  great  Part  of  what  their  Wif- 
dom  had  attained,  by  thofe  Viciffitudes  which  no  Wifdom  could  prevent.. 
Their  Force  was  broken  by  an  Alliance  of  almoft  all  the  Princes  of  Europe 
againft  them,  in  the  League  of  Cambray ;  in  their  mercantile  Capacity  they 
fuffered  ftill  more,  by  the  Difcovery  of  the  new  Route  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  being  thus  weakened,  they  were  the  lefs  able 
to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  Power  of  the  Ottomans,  who  ftripped  them 
of  one  Country,  and  of  one  Eland  after  another,  till,  towards  the  End  of  the 
laft  Century,  they  were  reduced  to  what  they  are  at  prefent  u.  In  fpite  of 
fo  many  Difficulties,  and  the  Malice  of  fuch  potent  Enemies,  that  they  have 
continued  a  free  State,  their  Government  unaltered,  and  their  Capital  unat¬ 
tacked,  for  Thirteen  hundred  Years,  is  fufficient  to  render  them  venerable  in 
our  Eyes,  and  to  recommend  the  Steadinefs  of  their  Conduct  to  our  moft 
ferious  Attention. 

Asia  formerly  offered  us  an  Inftance,  in  many  refpedts,  not  unworthy  of 
being  compared  to  Venice. 

Directly  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Bay,  which  feparates  Arabia  from  Perfia, 
lies  a  fmali  Eland  called  Ormus,  more  properly  Hormuz,  which  divides  that 
Inlet  into  two  Parts,  one  ufually  ftiled  the  Gulph  of  Ormus,  commencing  at 
Port  Guadel  in  Perfia,  and  Cape  Ras  al  Gat  in  Arabia,  and  extending  to  this 
Eland,  about  One  hundred  Leagues  ;  the  other  is  named  the  Gulph  of  Bafrah, 
as  reaching  from  Ormus  to  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Tigris,  near  which  that' 
City  is  leated,  the  Space  of  almoft  Two  hundred  Leagues  w.  In  Extent  this 

s  Andre*  Mauroceni  Senatoris  Hiftori*  Venetse,  libri  xviii,  fol.  1623.  Hifloria  della  Republics' 
Veneta,  da  Batifta  Nani,  1662 — 1679,  4°*  Gratiani  Hiftoriarum  Venetarum,  libri  xxxii,  40.  1728: 

1  Coronelli  Singolarita  di  Venetia  e  del  fuo  Dominio.  Eflais  de  1’  Hiftoire  du  Commerce  de 
Venife  in  12°.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  TraCts,  in  Churchill’s  Collection. 

u  Garzoni,  Storia  della  Republica  di  Venezia,  40.  Amelot  de  la  Houflaie,  Hiftoire  du  Govern¬ 
ment  de  Venife.  Addifon’s  Remarks  on  feveral  Parts  of  Italy.  Beawes’s  Lex  Mercatoria  Redi- 
viva,  p.  712.  DiCtionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  481. 

w  Peritfol  Itinera  Mundi,  cap.  xxvi.  Luyts  IntroduCt.  ad  Geographiam,  §.  3.  cap.  1 8.  Plerbe- 
lot  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  457,  a. 
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Xfle  Is  computed  at  about  feven  Englifh  Miles,  diflant  about  five  from  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  Perfia,  and  fomewhat  more  than  twenty-five  from  that  of  Arabia., 
Thus  inconfiderable  in  Size,  it  may  be,  without  Exaggeration,  ftiled,  in  all 
other  refpeCts,  of  all  Iflands  the  moll  difagreeable.  A  high  Mountain  that 
runs  thwart  it  from  Eaft  to  Wefc,  is  believed  to  have  been  anciently  a  Vul- 
cano,  and  on  its  Extinction  has  left  it  little  better  than  a  Heap  of  Rubbifh, 
compofed  of  uncouth  Rocks,  dark  Caves,  and  difmal  Precipices  x.  Though  in 
the  Latitude  of  twenty-feven  Degrees  and  thirty  Minutes  North,  the  rever¬ 
berated  Rays  of  the  Sun  render  it  one  of  the  hotteft  Places  on  the  Globe. 
The  Soil,  if  it  deferves  that  Name,  is  a  Mixture  of  Salt  and  Sulphur ;  the 
very  Stones  are  a  mineral  Salt  j  and  though  there  are  three  pretty  clear  Rivulets 
that  run  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Mountain,  yet  their  Water  is  as  fait  as  that  of 
the  Sea  into  which  they  fall  >\  At  the  North  Point,  from  the  Foot  of  the 
Hill  to  the  Sea,  lies  a  Plain  about  a  Mile  in  Extent,  on  which  flood  the- City 
and  Caftle  of  Ormus,  the  Pride  and  Glory  of  the  Eaft,  the  Magnificence  of 
which  was  exprefied  after  the  oriental  Manner  in  this  Phrafe,  “  That  the  World 
being  round  as  a  Ring,  Ormus  might  be  confidered  as  its  Jewel 

It  was  the  Capital  of  an  Arab  Monarch,  who  had  Dominions  on  both  the- 
Perfian  and  Arabian  Continents,  till  the  Portugueze  rendered  him  their  Vafial; 
and  knowing  the  Value  of  the  Place,  improved,  as  well  as  preferved  it.  Hi¬ 
ther,  at  the  proper  Seafon  of  the  Year,  reforted  the  Merchants  from  Perfia,  Ara¬ 
bia,  Turky,  and  all  Parts  of  the  Indies,  where  they  were  met  by  Caravans 
from  Aleppo  and  Tripoli,  and  by  FaCtors  from  Venice,  and  othet  Parts  of 
Europe  *.  At  thefe  Seafons,  which  were  from  January  to  March,  and  from 
the  Beginning  of  September  to  the  Clofe  of  October,  the  City  wore  a  new 
Face  ;  the  Outfides  of  the  Houfes  were  adorned  with  Cabinets  of  China, 
and  beautiful  Paintings ;  thei»  Shops  were  fo  covered  as  to  exclude  the  torch¬ 
ing  Beams  of  the  Sun ;  all  the  Riches  of  the  Eaft  blazed  in  the  Eyes  of  the 
captivated  Spectator  ;  and  in  a  Country  producing  nothing,  and  where  the 
People  received  even  the  Water  they  drank  from  the  oppofite  Shore,  all  the 
Necefiaries,  Conveniences,  and  even  Luxuries,  the  inflamed  Appetites  of  Men 
could  defire,  were  furnifhed  in  Profufion,  and  fucceftive  Scenes  of  Bufinefs 
and  Pleafure,  rendered  it  at  once  the  richeft  and  moil  delightful  Place  in  that 
Part  of  the  World  K 

*  Relationes  de  Pietro  Texeira,  cap.  2.  G.  Batt.  Ramufio  Racolti  delle  Navigationi  et  Viag.- 
gi,  tom.  i.  fol.  187,  292,  338,  338.  Mr.  Newberry’s  Travels,  preferved  in  the  fecond  Volume: 
of  Purchas’s  Pilgrims. 

y  Hackluyt’s  Cohesion  of  Voyages,  London,  1589,  p.  47,  211,  214.  Voyages  de  .Th  eve  not, 
tom.  iv.  p.  479..  Ilecueil  des  Voyages  de  la  Compagnie  des  Indes  Orientales,  tom.  ix.  p.  337. 

z  Viaggi  di  Pietro  della  Valle,  tom.  ii.  p.  524 — 538. 

a  Voyage  de  Schcxuten,  tom.  i.  p.  465.  Voyagesde  J.  B.  Tavernier,  P.  i.  liv.  v.  chap.  23.-  P 
Lafitau,  Hiftoire  des  Decouvertes  et  Conqueftes  des  Portugais,  tom.  i.  p.  355,  360,  368. 

b  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  ^93.  Di£tionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom',  ii.  col.  70 6,  707, 
708.  JDeflandes  Elfaie  fur  le  Marine  et  fur  le  Commerce,  p.  184,  185,  186, 
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The  fettling  this  celebrated  Mart  in  this  Ifle,  was  not  the  Effed:  of  Chance, 
hut  Choice.  The  Princes  who  poffeffed  it  reigned  formerly  in  the  City  of 
Ormus,  on  the  Coafl  of  Perfia;  but  the  mercantile  Turn  of  their  Subjeds 
having  rendered  them  exceeding  wealthy,  expofed  them  fo  frequently  to  the 
Ravages  of  their  barbarous  and  rapacious  Neighbours,  that  they  voluntarily 
abandoned  an  agreeable  Country  to  fix  themfelvesin  this  defolate  Ifle;  where, 
by  the  Help  of  two  tolerable  Ports,  they  maintained  an  extenlive  Commerce, 
and,  under  the  Shelter  of  their  Fortifications,  and  by  the  Strength  of  their 
maritime  Power,  lived  fecure  from  thofe  Plunderers  to  whom  they  had  for¬ 
merly  been  a  Prey  c.  This  City  was  founded  at  the  Entrance  of  the  four¬ 
teenth  Century ;  and  the  famous  Perfian  Monarch,  Shah  Abbas,  with  the 
Affiflance  of  the  Englifh,  defhoyed  it  in  1622,  in  hopes  of  transferring  the 
Trade  to  Gambroon  or  Bander- AbafTi,  i.  e.  the  Port  of  Abbas;  the  Moiety  of 
the  Cuftoms  of  which  Port  he  granted  the  Englifh  for  their  good  Service. 
But  this  proved  no  very  good  Bargain  to  us ;  and  Gambroon  is  far  from 
being  what  Ormus  was  <h  So  much  does  Succefs,  in  fuch  Defigns,  depend 
upon  Circumstances,  and,  in  all  refpedts,  upon  a  commodious  Situation,  as  this 
Inftance  plainly  fhews  us. 

Within  the  Seas  of  Africa  we  fhall  likewife  meet  with  an  iiland  that  falls 
dn  exactly  with  our  Purpofe. 

It  lies  in  the  Latitude  of  twenty  and  twenty-one  Degrees  South,  the  Cli¬ 
mate  war®,  but  very  wholfome,  the  Soil  ftony,  and  encumbered  with  high 
Rocks  and  lofty  Mountains  along  the  Coafts,  but  within  Land  tolerably  flat 
and  fertile,  exceedingly  well  watered,  abounding  with  Fifh,  Fowl,  and  Cattle, 
plentifully  ftored  with  Ebony,  and  other  valuable  Woods,  and,  in  point  of 
Extent,  large  enough  to  invite  and  fupport  a  confiderable  Colony  e.  In  the 
Beginning  of  the  fixteenth  Century  it  was  difeovered  by  the  Portugueze,  who 
knowing  that  Pliny,  and  other  ancient  Writers,  had  mentioned  the  Bland  of 
Cerne  in  thefe  Seas,  took  it  for  granted  that  this  miift  be  it,  and  accordingly 
we  find  it  filled  Cerne,  or  Sirne,  in  their  Maps  f ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  did 
not  think  fit  to  fettle  it ;  and  indeed  their  Force  was  fo  fmall,  in  comparifon 
of  the  vafh  Dominions  they  grafped,  that  it  was  very  excufable.  However,, 
according  to  their  laudable  Cufiom,  they  put  fome  Hogs,  Goats,  and  other 
Cattle  upon  it,  that  in  cafe  any  of  their  Ships  either  going  to  the  Indies,  or 
returning  to  Portugal,  fhould  be  obliged  to  touch  there,  they  might  meet  with 

c  Chron.  Regum  Ormuzii,  cap.  ii.  Manuel  de  Faria  y  Soufa  Afia  Portuguefa,  tom.  i.  p.  ii. 
•cap.  2.  Maffei  Hifloriar.  Indicar.  p.  i.  lib.  ill .  cap.  9. 

d  Mr.  Monoux’s  large  Account  of  the  taking  of  Ormus.  Voyage  de  G.  Schouten.  tom. 

-p.  464,  465,  466.  Otter  Voyage  en  Turqule  eten  Perfe,  tom.  i.  chap.  20. 

e  Luyts  Introduft.  ad  Geograph,  fedl.  iv.  cap.  5.  Ogilby’s  Defcription  of  Africa,  p.  715.  Du 
JJois  Geogr^phie  Moderne,  p.  iii.  ch.  18. 

f  See  the  Maps  .and  Charts  iavander  Aa’s  Collefiioo  of  Voyages. 
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Refrefhments  g.  The  Dutch,  in  the  fecond  Voyage  they  made  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  under  their  Admiral  James  Cornelius  Vanneck,  came  thither  with  five 
Ships  on  the  15^  0f  September,  1568,  anchored  in  a  commodious  Port,  to 
which  they  gave  the  Name  of  Warwick  Haven,  and  gave  a  very  good 
Account  of  the  Place  in  their  Journals  h.  Captain  Samuel  Caftleton,  in  the 
Pearl,  an  Englilh  Fall  India  Ship,  arrived  there  on  the  27th  of  March,  1612* 
and  taking  it  to  be  an  Ifland  undilcovered  before,  bellowed  upon  it  the  Name 
of  England’s  Foreft,  though  others  of  his  Crew  called  it  Pearl  Ifland,  and  in 
the  Account  of  their  Voyage,  written  by  John  Tatton,  the  Mailer  of  the 
Ship,  celebrated  it  as  a  Place  very  convenient  for  Shipping,  either  outward  or 
homeward  bound,  to  refrelh  at.  This  they  fometimes  accordingly  did,  and 
brought  fome  Cargoes  of  Ebony  and  rich  Wood  from  thence,  but  without 
fixing  any  Settlement  h 

At  length,  in  1638,  the  Dutch  feated  themfelves  here;  and  it  is  highly 
remarkable,  that  at  the  very  Time  they  were  employed  in  making  their  firll 
Settlement,  the  French  fent  a  Veffel  to  take  Polfelfion  of  it,  who  found  the 
Dutch  before-hand  with  them,  and  refufed  the  Afiillance  of  an  Englilh  India— 
man,  wooding  and  watering  in  another  Port  of  the  Ifland,  who  very  frankly 
offered  it,  to  drive  the  Dutch  from  their  half-fettled  Polls  k  They  continued 
for  fome  Time  in  quiet  Polfelfion  of  the  Places  they  fortified  in  this  Ifland,  to 
which  they  gave  the  Name  of  Mauritius ;  but  having  engaged  the  French, 
who  were  fettled  on  Madagafcar,  to  Heal  fifty  of  the  Natives,  and  fell  them 
for  Slaves,  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Dutch  Settlements  here,  this  proved 
the  Ruin  of  both  Colonies ;  for  the  Negroes  furprifed  and  maffacred  the 
French  in  Madagafcar;  and  the  Slaves  in  Mauritius  fled  into  the  Center  of 
the  Ifland,  from  whence  they  fo  much  and  fo  inceffantly  molelled  thofe  who 
had  been  formerly  their  Mailers,  that  they  chofe  to  quit  a  Country  where 
they  could  no  longer  remain  in  any  tolerable  degree  of  Safety  K.  The  Eaft 
India  Company  however,  from  Motives  of  Conveniency,  and  a  very  imper¬ 
fect  Notion  of  its  Value,  difapproved  this  Meafure,  and  therefore  ordered  it  to 
be  refettled ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  three  Forts  eredled  at  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Havens.  Things  now  went  on  fome  what  better  than  they  did  before; 
but  they  were  Hill  very  much  diffurbed  by  the  revolted  Negroes  in  the  Heart 
of  the  Ille,  whom  they  could  never  fubdue.  One  principal  Ufe  that  the 
Company  made  of  this  Place,  was  to  fend  thither  State  Prifoners,  who,  as  they 
were  not  Men  of  the  bell  Morals,  quickly  corrupted  the  rell  of  the  Inhabit- 

g  Purchas’s  Pilgrimage,  p.  780.  F.  Valentyn,  oud  en  niew  Oofi:  Indien,  tcm.  i.  p.  175. .  Marti-* 
miere  Diftionnaire  Geographique,  tom.  iv.  p.  1 80. 

h  Recueil  des  Voyages  de  la  Compagnie  des  Indes  Orientales,  tom.  ii.  p.  157. 

1  Purchas’s  Pilgrims,  vol.  i.  p.  331. 

k  Relation  du  Voyage  de  Francis  Cauchede  Rouen,  &c.  p.  3. 

1  Leguat  Voyage  aux  Indes  Orientales,  tom.  ii.  p.  75.  Hamilton’s  new  Account  of  the  E ail: 
Indies,  vol.  i.  p.  19.  Gentilde  la  Barbinais  Tour  du  Monde,  tom.  iii.  p.  203. 
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ants,  and  rendered  them  fuch  a  Race  of  outrageous  Smugglers,  the  Situation  of 
the  Place  concurring  with  their  bad  Difpofitions,  that  after  various  ineffectual 
Attempts  made  to  reform  them,  Orders  were  at  length  given  to  abandon  Mau¬ 
ritius  a  fecond  time,  which,  after  fomo_  Delays,  were  put  in  Execution  in 
the  Year  1710  m.  •  t  - .  . 

In  this  deferted  Situation,  it  was  occupied  as  a  DereliCt,  we  cannot  precifely 
lay  when,  by  the  old  French  EaA  India  Company,  who  bellowed  upon  it  the 
Name  of  the  Isle  of  France,  by  which,  amongft  their  other  Poffeffions, 
it  was  ,  granted  to  the  prefent  perpetual  Company  of.  the  Indies,  who  caufed 
it  to  be  fettled,  and,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Place  of  great  Signifkancy,  pro¬ 
cured  an  EdiCt  for  eAabliAiing  a  provincial  Council  there,  dependant  upon  that 
in  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon ;  both  which  Councils  however  were,  in-  all  r^fpeCts, 
below  the  very  meaneA  Corporation  in  this  Country,  yet  that  of  the  llle  of 
Fiance  was  by  much  the  meaner  of  the  two  n.  In  truth,  it  hadcoA  fo  much, 
and  was  confidered  in  every  Light  worth  fo  little,  that  it  had  been  more  than 
once  under  Deliberation,  whether,  after  the  Example  .of  the  Dutch,  they 
fhould  not  leave  it  again  to  its  old  Negro  Inhabitants  j  which  fooner  or  later 
in  all  likelihood  would  have  been  its  Fate,  if,  in  1755,  the  famous  Mr.  de  la 
Bourdennaye  had  not  been  fent  thither,  with  the  Title  of  Governor  General 
--of  the  French  Illands  °.  • 

•  *  ✓  •  c  •  , 

•  *  n 

•  * 

-  He  found  this  Ble  in.  the  word;  State  poffible,  thinly  inhabited  by  a  Set  of 
lazy  People,  who  equally  hated  InduAry  and  Peace,  and  who  were  continually 
flattering  this  Man  to  his  Face,  and  belying  him  whepe-ever,  and  as  far  as  they 
durfl.  He  gave  himfelf  no  Trouble  about  this,  having  once  found  the  Means 
to  make  himfelf  obeyed  ;  he  faw  the  vaA  Importance  of  the  Bland ;  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  it  might  be  fettled  to  great  Advantage ;  and,  without  fo  much  as 
expecting  the  Thanks  of  thofe  for  whom  he  laboured,  he  began  to  execute  this 
great  Ddign  p.  His  firA  Step  was  to  bring  over  black  Boys  from  Madagafcar, 
whom,  he  carefully  trained  up  in  good  Principles,  and  in  continual  Exercile ; 
by  \yhich  he  rendered  them  fo  good  Soldiers,  that  he  very  quickly  obliged 
the  Marones,  or  wild  Negroes,  either  to  fubmit  or  to  quit  the  Bland:  He 
taught  the  Planters  to  cultivate  their  Lands  to  Advantage;  he,  by  an  Aque- 
dudt,  brought  frefla  Water  to  the  Sea  Side  ;  and  whereas  they  had  not  fo  much 
as  a  Boar,  at  his  coming  thither,  he  made  a  very  line  Dock,  where  he  not  only 
built  Sloops  and  larger  Veflels,  but  even  a  Ship  of  the  Burthen  of  Five  hun- 

m  Martiniere  Dictionnaire  Geographique,  tom.  iv.  p.  180.  Barbinais  Tour  du  Monde,  tom. 
ill.  p.  1 15.  Guyon  Hiftoiredes  ludes  Orientales,  tom.  iii.  p.  203. 

n  Hiftoire  de  la  Compagnie  des  Indcs,  p.  145,  358.  Diftionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col. 
1069.  Memoire  de  Mr.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  tom.  3.  p.  14. 

0  Provifion  de  Governeur  General  des  Hies  de  France  et  de  Bourbon  pour  le  Sr.  Mahe  de  la 
Bourdonnais. 

f  Memoire  de  Mr.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  tom.  i.  p.  15.  Supplement  au  Di&ionnaire  de  Com- 
jaerce,  col.  135.  Relation  de  la  Ifle  de  France. 
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dred  Ton.  However  incredible  it  may  feem,  yet  it  is  certainly  Matter  of  Fa£t, 
that  in  the  Space  of  five  Years  he  rendered  this  Country  a  Paradife,  that  had 
been  a  Defart  for  five  thoufand,  and  this  in  fpite  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  of 
the  Company,  who  being  originally  prejudiced  by  them,  behaved  ill  to  him  at 
his  Return  q.  He  loon  made  the  Cardinal  de  Fleury,  however,  fenfible  of  the 
true  State  of  Things,  and  compelled  the  Company  to  acknowlege,  though 
they  did  not  reward,  his  Services.  He  afterwards  returned,  as  all  the  World 
knows,  into  the  Indies,  and  perfected  the  Work  he  had  begun ;  and  to  him  it 
is  owing  that  the  Isle  of  France  is  at  prefent  one  of  the  finelf,  as  it  was 
always  one  of  the  molt  important  and  improveable  Spots  upon  the  Globe  >*. 

America  lhall  yield  us  our  laft  Inltance. 

Curasao,  or  Curraflaw,  lies  in  the  Latitude  of  twelve  Degrees  forty  Mi¬ 
nutes  North,  and  is  an  Illand  near  thirty  Miles  long,  and  about  half  as  many 
broad.  The  Soil  is  far  enough  from  being  fruitful,  and  the  Climate  is  not  either 
wholfome  or  agreeable.  There  were  however,  formerly,  fome  pretty  tolerable 
Pafture  Grounds,  which  fed  a  vafi:  Quantity  of  Cattle,  but  thefe  have  been 
long  ago  deftroyed,  in  order  to  make  way  for  Sugar  and  Tobacco  s.  At  pre¬ 
lent  it  is  confidently  affirmed,  that  the  whole  Produce  of  the  Illand  would 
not  fubfifl:  the  Inhabitants  twenty-four  Hours  j  yet  fuch  is  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Dutch  Government,  that  there  is  no  Place  in  the  Well  Indies  where  Want  is 
lefs  felt  than  here  t.  On  the  South  Side  there  is  a  very  fine  Town,  and  a  very 
fafe  and  commodious  Haven,  though  a  little  troublefome  at  the  Entrance., 
which  does  not  hinder  it  from  being  one  of  the  moft  frequented  Ports  in 
America,  and  if  fo  figurative  an  Expreffion  may  be  allowed,  notwithftanding 
Nature  feems  to  have  done  as  little  in  favour  of  this  Ifle  as  fhe  ever  did  for 
any,  yet  the  Dutch  have  not  only  fupplied  all  her  Deficiencies  by  Art,  but 
have  likewife  converted  many  natural  Defeats  into  Advantages ;  fo  that  where 
one  would  reafonably  expedt  to  meet  with  a  poor  and  neceffitous  People,  hold¬ 
ing  very  little  Correlpondence  with  their  Neighbours,  we  in  reality  find  a  rich 
and  populous  City,  full  of  Magazines  of  all  Sorts  of  Goods,  and  a  Port  where 
Ships  not  only  ride  in  the  greateft  Safety,  but  by  the  Help  of  a  Variety  of 
Engines  are  lifted  into  convenient  Docks,  where  they  are  careened  with  won¬ 
derful  Expedition,  and  furniffied  with  Rigging,  naval  Stores,  and  even  Artil¬ 
lery,  if  they  are  wanting  u.  The  Vicinity  of  the  Spanilh  Main  is  the  principal 

Source  of  their  Wealth  and  Trades  and,  in  former  Times,  the  fingle  Article 

% 

1  Memoire  de  Mr.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  tom.  i.  p.  29 - 37. 

r  Relation  de  la  Ifle  de  France.  Memoire  de  Mr.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  tom.  i.  p.  23.  Supple¬ 
ment  au  Di&ionnaire  de  Commerce. 

s  Luyts,  Introd.  ad  Geographiam.  feft.  v.  cap.  7.  Robbe  Mcthode  pour  apprendre  la  Geogra¬ 
phic,  vol.  ii.  p.  378.  Salmon's  Geographical  Grammar,  p.  638. 

1  The  Importance  of  the  Britifli  Plantations  in  America,  p.  49. 

e  Harris’s  Voyages,  vol.  ii.  p.  370. 
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of  Slaves  has  produced  a  Million.  At  prefent  they  deal  more  in  Goods,  of 
which  they  have  immenfe  Quantities  lying  by  them,  that,  from  Day  to  Day, 
find  their  Way  to  the  mod  proper  Markets  w.  In  the  mean  time,  Englifh, 
French,  Danifh,  Portugueze,  and  Spanifh  Ships,  are  as  welcome  as  Dutch, 
and  as  well  treated.  Of  this  we  had  an  In  dance  when  the  prefent  Admiral 
Knowles  attacked  La  Guira  and  Porto  Cavallo,  when  they  very  kindly  fup- 
plied  us  with  Cables,  Ammunition,  and  even  with  Men ;  fo  that  we  had 
infallibly  fucceeded  in  our  Defign,  if,  with  the  fame  Liberality,  influenced 
by  the  fame  Motive,  a  very  high  Price,  they  had  not  furnished  the  Enemy 
previoufly  with  fuch  Quantities  of  military  Stores,  as  rendered  our  Attempt 
abortive  *  ;  and  thus  gaining  by  every  Way,  and  from  every  Hand,  they  draw 
annually  immenfe  Sums  into  Holland,  from  a  Country,  that,  to  any  other 
Maflers,  had  been  ufelefs  y\ 

Thus  the  Reader  fees  many  Things  in  thefe  which  did  not  appear  from 
the  former  Examples ;  and  that  my  Meaning  may  be  apprehended  dill  more 
clearly,  I  fhall  on  both  make  a  few  general  Obfervations.  The  fird  is,  that  thefe 
Places  derive  all  thofe  amazing  Advantages,  in  refpedt  to  Strength,  Security, 
and  Conveniencv,  from  this  Angle  Circumdance  of  their  being  Iflands.  This 
Situation  fuggeded  the  Poflibility  of  making  them  what  they  were,  or  are  j. 
and  dripping  them  of  this,  they  mud  appear  in  a  Light  not  difadvantageous 
only,  but  even  contemptible.  In  the  next  place,,  it  deferves  particular  No¬ 
tice,  that  deriving  this  foie  Benefit  from  Nature,  thefe  Places  dood  indebted 
for  all  their  other  Improvements,  to  the  didinguidflng  Sagacity,  the  condant 
Attention,  and  the  indefatigable  Diligence  of  Men^  fo  that  whatever  wonder¬ 
ful  and  furprizing  Changes  any  of  thefe  Ifles  may  have  undergone,  they  were 
perfectly  natural  and  imitable ;  and  of  courfe  the  like  falutary  Alterations  may 
be  brought  about  any-where,  and  at  any  Time,  and  in  any  Iflands,  fuppoflng 
them  only  to  be  inhabited  by  honed,  prudent,  indudrious  People,  enjoying 
abfolute  Freedom,  or,  which  is  dill  better,  the  Blefllng  of  a  mild  and  equit¬ 
able  Conditution.  Let  me  add  to  all  this,  that  feeming  Defedts,  or  even  real 
ones,  if  they  be  but  fmall,  though  they  may  more  or  lefs  impede,  yet  can 
they  not  absolutely  defeat  this  high  Prerogative.  Where-ever  therefore  we. 
fee  it  bedowed  in  vain,  that  is,  where  Iflands  are  thinly  peopled,  we  mud 
conclude,  that  the  Fault  lies  not  in  the  Places,  but  in  fome  untoward  Circum¬ 
dance  that  regards  thofe  People.  They  are  poor,  and  want  Abilities,  or  they 
are  barbarous,  and  confequently  ignorant  of  what  adlually  lies  in  their  Power  ; 
or,  they  are  opprefled  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  prevents  their  druggling ;  or  their 
Mifery  proceeds  from  a  Complication  of  thefe  Mifchiefs,,  which,  if  by  any 

w  Memoires  fur  le  Commerce  des  Hollandois,  p.  183.  Dampier’s  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  45.  Hi- 
ftory  of  Spanifh  America,  p.  302. 

x  Harris’s  Voyages,  vol.  ii.  p.  370.  * 

Y  The  Importance  of  the  Britilh  Colonies  in  America,  p.  45 - 50.  Didtionnaire  de  Com¬ 

merce,  tom.  ii.  col.  I02Q,  Atlas  Marltimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  333. 
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means  they  can  be  removed,  fuch  Iflanders,  though  they  freeze  under  the 
Pole,  or  fry  under  the  Line,  will  mod;  certainly  avail  themfelves  of  their 
Situation,  and  give  them  but  once  Spirit  and  Science,  will  do  Juftice  to  the 
rich  Portion  bellowed  upon  them  by  Nature. 

A  Few  more  particular  Remarks  upon  thofe  Pittances  which  have  been 
laft  produced,  will  fet  this  Point  in  fo  ftrong  a  Light,  that  Men  mutt  fhut 
the  Eyes  of  their  Undcrftandings,  not  to  aifcern  it  5  and  therefore  I  pre¬ 
fume  upon  the  Reader’s  Forgivenefs,  for  preffing  it  in  the  Manner  I  do,  and 
intreating  him  to  retted:  ferioufly  on  the  capital  Circumttances  before  feleded, 
and  that  have  been  eftabliffied  on  inconteftable  Evidence.  For  Xnftance,  that  a 
loofe  Clutter  of  little  low  marfhy  Iflets,  fo  miferably  inlignificant  in  their  Ap¬ 
pearance,  as  never  to  attrad  an  Inhabitant,  till  fuch  time  as  the  Scourge  of 
Neceffity  drove  Men  thither  for  Shelter,  as  into  Places  that  would  be  envied 
them  by  few,  and  which  might  be  defended  againtt  all,  becoming  thus,  as 
it  were  by  Accident,  the  Objed  of  human  Sagacity,  and  the  continued  Sub- 
jed  of  human  Induttry,  fhould,  in  confequence  of  this  Attention  and  Appli¬ 
cation,  entirely  change  their  Appearance,  and  a  magnificent  City,  at  once 
an  opulent  Mart,  and  the  Mittrefs  of  a  mighty  State,  emerge  from  Weeds 
and  Mud,  as  if  fhe  meant  to  explain  the  ancient  Fable  of  Venus  riling  from 
the  Sea,  are  Fads  that  fpeak  the  ttrongett  and  mott  perfuafive  Language. 
Again,  when  he  beholds  the  very  Reverfe  of  this,  an  Ifland,  feleded  for  its 
Deficiencies,  and  preferred  for  its  Wants  to  better  Countries,  on  more  than 
one  Continent,  and  made  from  thefe  very  Motives  the  Seat  of  Power  and 
Commerce,  though  naturally  incapable  of  fupporting  a  fingle  Family,  mutt 
he  not  conclude  that  there  is  nothing  can  equal  the  Privilege  of  this  Situa¬ 
tion  ?  Can  he  avoid  perceiving  that  Iflands,  often  pottetted,  deferted,  and 
overlooked,  retain  ftill  their  intrinfic  Value,  and,  like  Jewels  that  have  patted 
through  the  Plands  of  ignorant  Workmen,  without  revealing  much  of  their 
Luftre,  difcover  neverthelefs  their  innate,  and,  till  then,  concealed  Splendour, 
whenever  they  come  to  be  wrought  by  a  Man  of  Skill,  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  Alphabet  of  Nature,  and  can  read  at  firtt  Sight  thofe  deep  hid  Powers 
which  efcaped  the  Eyes  of  others  ?  He,  from  the  latt  Inftance,  mutt  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  Genius,  Labour,  and  Perfeverance,  can  conquer  all  the  Difficulties 
that  ever  embarrals  an  infular  Situation,  convert  the  feeming  Errors  in  their 
unimproved  State,  into  Advantages,  and  render  that  Country  a  W onder,  which 
had  been  otherwife  but  a  Wildernefs.  By  contemplating  thefe,  a  penetrating 
and  judicious  Perufer  will  fo  inttrud  himfelf;  as  to  become,  to  a  certain  Degree, 
a  Genius  of  this  kind  ;  at  leatt  it  will  open  his  Views  and  extend  his  Profped, 
-remove  the  Doubts  he  had  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Chapter,  oblige  him  to 
believe  that  there  is  fomething  inexpreffibly  happy  in  this  Sort  of  Situation, 
and  prepare  him  to  conceive  clearly,  and  comprehend  fully,  what  is  the  pro¬ 
per  Subjed  of  this  Book,  the  Prerogatives  of  Britain. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

IT  is  the  Interejl  and  Duty  of  the  Members  of  a  free  State  to  be  perfectly 
acquainted  with  their  Country.  The  Situation  and  Extent  of  the  Britijh  ijlands. 
The  Climate,  taken  in  general ,  temperate  and  wholfome  j  a  Proof  of  this 
derived  from  the  Longevity  of  its  Inhabitants.  Fecundity ,  another  Proof  of 
the  J'a?ne  thing.  Corporal  Endowments ,  in  refpeCl  to  the  People  in  general ,  a, 
third  Proof.  A  fronger  Proof  fill  arifes  prom  their  Genius.  The  Uncer¬ 
tainty  of  our  Climate  has  fome  very  fgnal  Conveniencies ,  which  are  copionfy 
enumerated.  The  common  Objections  on  this  Head  fully  anj'wered.  Our  Soil 
as  p'ruitful  as  our  Clime  is  moderate.  Happily  diver f fed,  which  is  the  Source  of 
many  and  great  Advantages.  Productive  of  Roots,  Plants,  Herbs,  Fruit,  and 
Timber  Trees ,  in  a  prodigious  Abundajice.  No  lej's  diflinguifed  by  nourijhing 

Animals  op'  every  Kind.  Tet  more  happy  in  its  Capacity  of  Improvement,  than 
in  its  aCtual  Fertility.  The  geographical  DiflinCtion  op'  Climates  to  be  received 
with  Caution ..  The  Climate  op'  Mofcow  confidered.  Remarks  on  the  Situation 
of  Stockholm.  That  of  Copenhagen  defcribed,  and  Inferences  drawn  from  theje 
Accounts.  The  great  Advantages  we  enjoy,  due  entirely  to  the  Situation  op' 
thefe  Ifiands.  Concurring  Proofs  of  this  Ajjertion .  Impojjjble  to  have  enjoyed 
thefe  Benefits  ip'  otherwife  feated. 

J~U"  '  H  E  Love  of  our  Country,  like  all  other  natural  Pafhons,  is  in  itfelf 
not  only  innocent,  but  laudable  though  it  may  alfo,  for  want  of 
being  kept  within  due  Bounds,  become  the  Source  of  Error,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that,  fubjedt  us  to  Ridicule.  We  are  offended  when  we  find  the. 
Greeks  and  Romans,  at  every  Turn,  calling  all  other  Nations  Barbarians  a. 
We  treat  contemptibly  fuch  kind  of  Diftindtions,  when  introduced  by  the. 
Moderns ;  and  very  juftly  blame  a  Mixture  of  Pride  and  Prejudice,  that  ferves 
to  maintain  caufelefs  Animofities,  without  fo  much  as  having  one  good  EfFedh 
That  a  Man  ought  to  love  his  Country  merely  becaufe  it  is  fo  b,  is  out  of  Dif- 
pute  \  but  he  ought  not  to  magnify  it  beyond  the  Truth,  fince  if  this  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  an  over-weening  Fondnefs,  it  is  downright  Folly ;  if  from  a  De- 
lign  of  impofing  on  others,  it  is  Fallhood.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we. 
are  allured ly  at  full  Liberty  to  maintain  the  Honour  of  our  Country  againfl 
the  Prejudices,  Miftakes,  and  Mifinformations,  that  may  have  milled  others  5 . 
and  fo  long  and  fo  far  as  we  have  Veracity  on  our  Side,  we  need  be  under  na 
Appreheniions  of  tranfgrefiing  the  Bounds  of  Decency.  It  is  highly  com- 

a  Thucyd.  de  Bello  Pelopon.  lib.  i.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  Plat,  Cratyl.  p.  452.  Stra- 
bon..  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  Caefar  de  Bello  Gal.  lib.  iv.  Lncii  Flori  Hifl.  Rom.  lib.  iii.  cap.  2.  Eu- 
trop.  Hilt.  Rom.  lib.  iv.  Martial.  Epigram,  lib.  i. 

b  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  i.  ad  Plane.  Familiar,  lib.  x.  de  OfEc.  lib.  i.  Senec.  Rem.  For.  Horat. 
lib.  ii.  carm.  2.  Ovid  de  Pont.  lib.  i.  Senec.  Troad. 
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ttfendable  to  examine  this  Point  minutely,  and  to  underftand  it  exactly,  that 
we  may  be  at  all  Times  in  a  Condition  to  fpeak  pertinently  on  a  Subjedt  fo 
frequently  brought  upon  the  Carpet,  and  in  refpedt  to  which,  in  a  free  Coum 
try  efpecially,  every  Member  of  Society  has  fuch  an  immediate  Intereft,  that 
he  ought  intimately  to  know  his  Country,  from  the  fame  Principles  that 
lead  him  to  know  his  own  Eftate  c.  With  this  View,  and  that  we  may  be 
the  more  able  to  render  Service  to  the  Public,  and  know  what  may  turn 
to  her  Detriment,,  what  to  her  Advantage,  after  having  made  the  previous 
Inquiries  we  judged  the  mod:  requifite,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  our  Judgment,, 
we  will  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the  taking  a  candid  Survey  of  this  Ifland.. 

Great  Britain,  comprehending  the  two  Kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland,  now  united  into  one,  and  the  Principality  of  Wales,  conftdered 
geographically,  ftretches  from  the  Lizard  Point,  in  the  Latitude  of  about  fifty 
Degrees,  to  Duncfbay  Head,  in  the  Latitude  of  fifty-eight  Degrees  thirty 
Minutes  North ;  or  taking  it  from  South  to  North,  in  a  ftrait  Line,  about 
eight  Degrees,  or  Five  hundred  and  fifty  Miles ;  and  from  Dover  Head,  Eaft, 
to  the  Land’s  End,  Weft,  contains  about  feven  Degrees  and  a  Half  of  Longi¬ 
tude,  which,  in  round  Numbers,  may  be  computed  at  about  Two  hundred 
and  ninety  Miles  :  But  the  Form  being  very  irregular,  and  leftening  continu¬ 
ally  towards  the  North,  proper  Allowances  mult  be  made  in  computing  its 
Dimenftons.  With  refpedt  to  Ireland,  which  we  conf der,  and  it  was  likewife 
fo  conftdered  by  the  Ancients,  as  a  Part  of  Great  Britain ;  it  extends  from 
fifty-one  Degrees  and  a  quarter,  to  fifty-five  Degrees  and  a  quarter.  North 
Latitude,  making  in  the  whole  about  Two  hundred  and  fifty  Miles ;  and  from 
Hoath  Head  by  Dublin,  to  Dogs  Head  in  Galway,  fomewhat  more  than  four 
Degrees  in  Longitude,  which  makes  about  One  hundred  and  fifty  Miles  cl. 
Although  conftdered  in  the  Light  they  are  here  reprefented,  there  is  no 
Reafon  to  doubt  that  thefe  Meafures  are  tolerably  juft,  and  as  corredl  as  they 
need  be  for  our  Purpofe,  yet  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  compare  them  with  what 
we  find  delivered  by  Authors  of  Credit  in  a  long  Series  of  Ages.  Casfar, 
who  equally  employed  his  Sword  and  his  Pen  in  fubduing  and  defcribing  this 
Eland,  tells  us,  that  it  was  triangular ;  that  the  Side  oppofed  to  France,  was 
Pfive  hundred  Miles  in  Extent ;  that  fronting  Spain,  Seven  hundred  ;  and  that 
which  regarded  Germany,  Eight  hundred,  making  Two  thoufand  in  the  whole. 
In  his  Days  it  was  rather  fuppofed,  than  known  to  be  an  Eland  ;  but,  not- 
withftanding  this,  his  Sentiments  were  followed,  at  leaft  for  a  long  Time.  In 
the  Age  of  Pliny,  many  conceived  the  Britilh  Elands  much  larger,  and  though 
Agrippa  afiigned  Eight  hundred  Miles  for  the  Length,  and  Three  hundred 
for  the  Breadth  of  Britain ;  and  Ireland  to  contain  Three  hundred  one  way, 

c  Cicer.  de  Orator,  lib.  i.  Senec.  Epiftol.  lib.  in. 

a  Allowing  for  the  refpedtive  Differences  in  the  Degrees  of  Latitude  and  Longitude,  as  they 
approach  towards  the  Foie,  agreeable  to  the  bed  geographical  Writers, 
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-and  Six  hundred  the  other  ;  yet  there  wanted  not  fome  amongft  the  Learned 
who  thought  thefe  Dimenfions  rather  too  large.  Orolius  computes  the  Length 
of  Britain  at  Eight  hundred  Miles,  and  the  Breadth  at  Two  hundred,  in 
which  he  is  followed  by  Venerable  Beda,  and  many  of  our  old  Hiftorians.  In 
like  manner,  Robert  of  Gloucefter  fixes  the  Length  at  Eight  hundred ;  but  then, 
in  moft  Copies,  the  Breadth  is  computed  at  Four  hundred  ;  though  in  fome 
it  is,  as  perhaps  it  fhould  be  in  all,  only  Two  hundred.  Polydore  Vergil, 
who  really  took  a  great  deal  of  Pains,  informs  us,  that  from  Dover  to  the 
Extremity  of  the  North  of  Scotland,  might  be  Seven  hundred  Miles ;  from 
Dover  to  St.  Michael’s  Mount  in  Cornwall,  Three  hundred  ;  from  St.  Mi¬ 
chael’s  Mount  to  the  North  of  Scotland,  Eight  hundred ;  making  the  Cir¬ 
cumference  One  thoufand  eight  hundred  Miles.  It  is  an  Error  worth  remark¬ 
ing,  that  this  Writer  makes  the  Length  of  England,  from  South  to  North, 
but  Three  hundred  and  twenty  Miles,  and  Scotland  Four  hundred  and  eighty; 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  obferves,  that  though  it  be  longer  than  England,  yet 
it  is  much  narrower  e.  The  accurate  Mr.  Camden,  who  fpeaks  of  this  Matter 
as  if  he  had  weighed  it  thoroughly,  admits  the  Ifland  to  be  of  a  triangular 
Form,  as  the  Ancients  aflert,  and  therefore  compares  it  to  Sicily  That  he 
may  explain  fumfelf  more  clearly,  he  begins  with  afcertaining  the  three 
Angles.  Belerium,  as  it  was  called  by  the  Romans,  which  is  probably  the  Anti- 
veftaeum  (more  truly  Antiveftrium)  of  Ptolemy,  that  is,  in  the  Language  of 
the  old  Natives,  an  divez  Tir,  i.  e.  Finis  Terra,  or  the  Land’s  End  g  in  the 
Weft;  Cantium,  the  Kentifti  Foreland  in  the  South;  Tarvifium,  or  Orcas, 
in  the  Language  of  the  old  Inhabitants,  Tar  iiifion,  i.  e.  Venter  Aquarum, 
Faro  Head,  or  rather  Dunclbay,  that  is,  Duncans-bay-head  in  Cathnefs,  in 
the  North.  He  then  tells  us,  that  from  Cathnefs  to  the  Land’s  End,  reckon¬ 
ing  the  Windings  and  Turnings  of  the  Shores,  along  the  Weft  Side,  are  com¬ 
puted  Eight  hundred  and  twelve  Miles;  from  thence,  along  the  Southern  Coaft 
to  the  Kentifti  Foreland,  Three  hundred  and  twenty  Miles ;  from  the  Kentifti 
Foreland,  coafting  the  German  Ocean  to  Cathnefs,  Seven  hundred  and  four 
Miles ;  fo  that,  by  this  Computation,  the  whole  Ifland  is  in  Circuit  One  thou¬ 
fand  eight  hundred  thirty-fix  Miles,  which  falls  much  fhort  of  Pliny’s,  and  is 
alfo  fomewhat  lei's  than  Casfar’s  Account.  We  will  add  to  thefe,  which  are 
not  Matters  of  mere  Curiofity  or  Speculation,  but  which  will  hereafter  have 
their  Ufe,  a  more  modern  Computation,  that  pretends  to  geometrical  Cer¬ 
tainty.  The  Author  of  this  was  the  famous  Do&or  Nehemiah  Grew  h,  who, 
in  Oppofition  to  what  he  fays  was  the  prevailing  Opinion,  that  England,  or 
South  Britain,  meafured  Three  hundred  and  five  Miles  in  length,  and  Two 

e  Jul.  Cadar,  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  v.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.'iv.  p.  199,  200.  Plin.  Hid. 
Nat.  lib.  iv.  cap.  16.  Bed.  Hid.  Ecclef.  lib.  i.  cap.  1.  P.  Orofius,  Hidor.  lib.  i.  cap.  .2.  Poly- 
dor.  Vergil.  Hid.  Angl.  lib.  i.  Robert  of  Glouceder’s  Chronicle,  p.  i. 

f  Camden.  Britan.  Lond.  1607,  p.  2. 

1  £  Baxteri,  GlofTar.  Antiquitat.  Britan,  p.  19,  36.  224. 

h  Philofophipal  Tranfaftions,  N0,  cccxxx.  p.  2 66. 
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hundred  and  ninety  in  breadth ;  aflerts,  that  from  Newhaven  in  SuRex, 
which  lies  in  the  South  of  England,  to  London,  are  Fifty-fix  meafured  Miles, 
by  the  Wheel ;  and  from  London  to  Berwick,  Three  hundred  thirty-nine 
Miles ;  fo  that  the  true  Length  is  Three  hundred  ninety-five  meafured  Miles, 
and  the  true  Breadth,  from  the  South  Foreland  to  the  Land’s  End,  Three 
hundred  fixty-feven  Miles  of  the  like  Meafure.  According  to  this  Method 
of  Computation,  the  Length  of  Scotland  mud  be  about  Two  hundred  thirty- 
leven  Miles,  and  confequently  the  true  Length  of  the  Ifland  Six  hundred 
thirty-two  fuch  meafured  Miles* 

The  Climate,  though  we  fometimes  hear  it  cenfured,  as  being  fubjedt  to 
frequent  and  confiderable  Alterations,  is,  upon  the  whole,  both  temperate  and 
wholfome,  infomuch  that  we  feldom  Hand  in  any  Need  of  Furs  to  defend 
us  from  the  Severity  of  the  Cold  in  Winter,  and  have  more  feldom  Reafon  to 
complain  of  any  infupportable  Heat  in  Summer  i.  If  therefore  our  Weather 
be,  as  is  commonly  alleged,  in  general  lefs  Ready  and  ferene  than  in  fome  other 
Countries  of  Europe,  it  is  not  fo  fultry  in  one  Seafon,  or  fo  rigorous  in  another* 
We  are  fubjedt  in  a  fmaller  Degree  to  Storms  of  Thunder  and  Lightning ;  to 
long  piercing  FroRs,  and  deep  Snows  ;  and  though  we  have  a  full  Proportion 
of  Rain,  in  Ireland  particularly,  yet  it  falls  moderately,  and  not  with  fuch 
Weight  and  Violence  as  to  produce  fudden  and  dangerous  Inundations.  Our 
Seafons  are  fo  kindly  as  to  ripen  ail  Sorts  of  Grain,  and  of  fome  fort  or  other, 
in  all  the  different  Parts  of  the  Ifland  h;  to  furnifh  us  with  a  great  Variety  of 
excellent  Fruit,  and  to  afford  us  the  mod;  luxuriant  PaRures,  by  the  Confeflion 
of  mod  of  our  Neighbours ;  fo  that  what  was  heretofore  faid  l.  Rill  conti¬ 
nues  true,  that,  except  Wine,  Oil,  and  a  few  rich  Fruits,  that  are  the  peculiar 
BlefRngs  of  hotter  Climes,  this  Country  derives  from  Warmth  and  Vegeta¬ 
tion  all  that  its  Inhabitants  can  be  juRly  faid  to  want,  or  indeed  that  they  ca-n- 
reafonably  wifh  or  defire. 

But,  not  to  deal  entirely  in  Generals,  there  are  fome  particular  Cir- 
cumRances,  which  are  juRly  held  to  be  CharadteriRics  of  the  Excellency  of 
the  circumambient  Fluid.  Of  thefe,  the  RrR  is  Longevity,  which  is  the 
cleared  Proof  of  a  Climate’s  being  wholfome  j  and,  with  a  reafonable  Pro¬ 
portion  of  Trouble,  we  might  give  Examples  of  this  in  almod  every  Part  of 
thefe  Iflands.  For  InRance,  Mr.  Carew  ra  tells  us,  that  there  lived  in  his  Time, 
in  Cornwall,  one  Polzew,  who  reached  the  Age  of  One  hundred  and  thirty j 
a  Kinfman  of  his  lived  to  One  hundred  and  twelve  5  one  Mr.  Beauchamp,  to 

5  Csefar.  de  Bello  Gal.  lib.  v.  Cicer.  de  Natura  Deorum,  lib.  ii.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  iv. 
Corn.  Tacit,  in  Vit.  Agric.  Cefcenius  Getulicus. 

k  Jul.  Solini  Polyhift.  c.  24.  Joan.  Boemus  Aubanus,  deMoribus  omnium  Gentium,  lib.  iii. 
cap.  26.  Jul.  Scaliger.  Exercit.  140  et  200. 

1  Panagericus  Conflantio  diiftus. 

in  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol,  63. 
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One  hundred  and  fix ;  and  which  is  Bill  ftronger,  that  there  died  in  his  own 
Parifh,  in  the  fhort  Space  of  fourteen  Weeks,  fourPerfons,  whole  Years  made 
-together  Three  hundred  and  forty.  The  famous  Thomas  Parr,  who  was 
born  at  Alderbury  in  Shropshire,  lived  to  One  hundred  fifty-two  Years  n.  In 
Oxfordfhire,  Dodtor  Plott  tells  us  of  Richard  Clifford,  living,  at  Bolfcot,  to 
■One  hundred  and  fourteen;  Brian  Stevens,  at  Woodftock,  and  two  or  three 
Perfons  then  living  at  Oxford,  above  One  hundred  Doctor  Willet  informs 
us  of  a  Man  who  lived  at  Everfden,  in  Bedfordfhire,  to  the  Age  of  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-four  p.  Doctor  Hakewill  obferves  of  William,  Marquis  of 
Winchefler,  that  he  reached  One  hundred  and  feven  q.  Dodtor  Plott  tells  us, 
that  Mr.  Biddulph,  of  Biddulph  in  Stafford  (hire,  had  twelve  Tenants  living, 
whofe  Ages,  put  together,  made  a  thoui'and  n  Henry  Jenkins,  of  Yorkfhire, 
died  at  One  hundred  and  fixty-eight  s.  In  Scotland  all'o,  fome  Perfons  have 
attained  to  very  great  Ages.  Buchanan  mentions  one,  who  at  a  Hundred  and 
forty,  was  able  to  go  out  to  fiffi,  in  a  tempefluous  Sea,  in  his  own  little 
Boat  t;  and  Mr.  Martin  affirms,  that  one  Tairville  lived,  in  Shetland,  to  One 
hundred  and  eighty  u.  TheCountel's  of  Defmond,  in  Ireland,  who  was  known 
to  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  Lord  Bacon,  lived  to  One  hundred  and  forty 
and  many  more  Inflances  might  be  given  from  that  Ifland,  if  that  noble 
Author  had  not  cut  the  Matter  fhort,  by  affirming,  that  there  is  not  a  confi- 
-derable  Village  almoff  any-where,  in  which  there  is  not  at  leaf!  One  Perfon 
of  Ninety  or  upwards  *.  Whatever  therefore  can  be  deduced  from  this  Point 
of  Evidence,  we  may  boldly  alfert,  is  fully  proved  in  behalf  of  thefe  Iflands ; 
and  though  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  will  give  us  any  Superiority  over 
fome  Parts  of  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  or  Ruffia,  yet,  in 
the  next  Inffance  perhaps,  we  may  have  as  much  Advantage  of  the  North, 
.as,  in  this,  of  fome  of  the  Southern  Countries  in  Europe. 

This  fecond  Inftance  is  in  regard  to  Fecundity ;  for  in  Climates  remarkably 
unwholfome,  one  of  the  cleared:  and  moll  apparent  Teffimonies,  is  the  Bar- 
renneL  of  Women.  But  in  England,  we  have  many  memorable  Examples 
of  Perfons,  of  all  Ranks,  and  in  all  Parts  of  both  Iflands,  that  have  been 
diffinguifhed  by  their  very  numerous  Progeny,  and  fo  much  the  more  diftin- 
guiffied,  as  perhaps  One-half,  or  even  a  Third,  would  have  been  efteemed 

n  Philofbphical  Tranfattions,  N°*  xliv.  p.  886. 

°  Natural  Hiflory  of  Oxfordfhire,  chap.  ii.  p.  19. 

p  Doctor  Andrew  Willet’s  Hexapla  in  Gen.  chap,  v.  §.  5.  p.  68. 

1  Hakewill’s  Apology,  lib.  iih  p.  183. 

r  Natural  Hiflory  of-  Staffordfhire,  chap.  viii.  p.  329. 

E  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  N0,  ccxxi.  p.  266. 

1  Rerum  Scot.  Hifl.  lib.  i.  Roberti  Sibbaldi.  Prodr.  Hid.  Nat.  Scot,  lib- 1.  eap.  20.  p.  44. 

u  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,  p.  373. 

w  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Hiflory  of  the  World,  b.  i.  chap.  5.  §  5.  Lord  Bacon’s  Works,  Edit. 
1753.  vol.  i.  p.  241 .  See  alfo  Dr.  Baynard’s  Appendix  to  Sir  J.  Eloyer’s  Treatife  on  Cold  Baths. 

A  Hid.  Vie.  et  Mort.  apud  Baconi  Opera,  vol.  iii.  p.  348. 
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very  wonderful  in  fome  other  Countries  that  might  be  named.  Lettice, 
Countefs-Do wager  of  Leicefter  and  Effex,  mother  to  the  unfortunate  Earl 
who  was  beheaded  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  lived  to  lee  the  Grand¬ 
children  of  her  Grand-children  y.  Jane,  the  Wife  of  Do&or  Phineas  Hud- 
fon,  Chancellor  of  York,  died  in  the  thirty-ninth  Year  of  her  Age,  of  her 
twenty-fourth  Child ;  as  did  Dorothy,  the  Wife  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Cooper,  of 
Leeds,  of  her  twenty-lixth  Mr.  William  Greenhill,  of  Abbots-Langley, 
in  Hertfordfhire,  had  thirty-nine  Children  by  one  Wife  a.  Mrs.  Heyrick,  of 
Leiceffer,  lived  to  fee  fpringing  from  herfelf,  One  hundred  forty-three  De- 
fcendants  t>.  Mrs.  Fenton,  of  Huntllett,  in  Yorkfhire,  One  hundred  thirty- 
eight  c.  Mrs.  Honeywood,  Three  hundred  and  fixty-feven  d ;  and  many  more 
might  be  collected,  if  it  was  at  all  neceffary.  In  North  Britain,  and  in  Ire¬ 
land,  this  Bleffing  of  a  numerous  Progeny,  though  not  greater,  is  more  fre¬ 
quent,  becaufe  Luxury  hitherto  has  lefs  prevailed.  If  it  be  objected  that  this  is 
improbable,  becaufe  both  Countries  are  thinly  peopled  in  comparifon  of  Eng¬ 
land,  we  have  a  very  fhort  and  conclulive  Anfwer ;  That  Multitudes,  from 
both  thcfe  Countries,  annually  withdraw  themfelves  into  different  Parts  of 
the  World,  from  whence  they  but  rarely  return ;  which  is  the  more  inex¬ 
orable,  fence,  with  equal  Induftry,  and  far  lefs  Hazard,  they  might  live  both 
happily  and  honourably  at  Home.  It  appears  from  hence,  how  very  popu¬ 
lous  thefe  Iflands  might  be,  if  the  Policy  of  the  State  fully  co-operated  with 
the  Excellency  of  the  Climate  ;  and  it  follows,  as  a  neceffary  Confequence,  that 
if  any  confederable  Diminution  appears  in  the  Number  of  Births,  without 
apparent  Caufes,  this  is  never  to  be  attributed  to  any  Variation  in  our  Climate  ; 
which,  for  Realons  that  will  be  hereafter  afeigned,  rather  improves  than  other- 
wife,  but  to  fome  vicious  Alterations  in  the  Manners  of  the  People,  againft 
which  it  becomes  the  Wifdom  of  the  Government  to  provide. 

The  Stature,  Strength,  Adivity,  and  other  corporal  Advantages  of  our 
People  in  genera:!,  are  a  third  Teftimony  e.  It  would  not  be  confident  with 
the  Defign  of  this  Work,  to  point  out  particular  Inftances  of  extraordinary 
Stature,  wonderful  Strength,  or  amazing  Activity,  which  yet,  if  it  was  necef¬ 
fary  or  proper,  might  be  very  eafely  done  ;  but  it  feems  wholly  fufEcient  for 
my  Purpofe,  to  oblerve  that  our  Troops  have  been  ever  allowed,  even  by  our 
Enemies,  equal,  in  all  refpeds,  to  thofe  of  other  Nations ;  and  that,  with 
regard  to  our  Seamen,  there  are  fcarce  any  who  can  enter  into  a  Competition 


y  Ex  Chartularia  honoratiflimi  Dni.  Vicecomitis  de  Weymouth,  Dni*  Manerii  de  Drayton. 
*  Thorefby’s  Hiftory  of  Leeds,  p.  608. 


*  Id. ibid. 

>  See  the  Infcription  on  the  Family  Tomb,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Martin,  in  Leicefler. 

«  Thorefby’s  Hiftory  of  Leeds,  p.  581. 
d  Derham’s  Phyfico-Theology,  B.  iv.  chap.  x.  p.  179,  180. 

e  The  Reader  may  find  numberlefs  Inftances  in  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall ;  in  Plot’s  Oxford- 
ihire  and  StafFordfhire  5  Thorefby’s  Leeds,  &c. 
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with  them.  Our  Sawyers,  Mafons,  Keelmen,  Miners,  Smiths,  Porters, 
Chairmen,  and,  in  a  word,  all  who  exercife  Trades  that  require  robuft  and 
vigorous  Conftitutions,  are  as  remarkable  in  their  feveral  Stations  here,  as  in 
any  Country  throughout  the  World.  Our  Fifhermen,  in  all  Parts  of  the  Ifland, 
are  as  hardy  and  as  dexterous  as  any ;  our  Horfe-Courfers  and  Grooms,  diftin- 
guifhed  for  their  Proficiency  in  the  Management  of  that  noble  Animal  ;  and 
our  Labourers  and  Hufbandmen,  inferior  to  none  in  point  of  Skill,  or  Dili¬ 
gence,  or  Application.  In  all  our  mechanic  Arts,  and  in  that  vaft  Variety  of 
different  Manufactures  which  flourifh  in  this  Ifland,  the  Induftry  and  Spirit  of 
thofe  who  are  employed  in  them,  are  eminently  confpicuous ;  and  in  all  their 
ruftic  Diverfions,  through  the  three  Kingdoms,  the  lower  Sort  of  People 
afford  inconteftible  Evidence,  of  as  hale  and  vigorous  ConfUtutions  as  in  any 
Nation  that  can  be  mentioned  ;  in  reference  to  which,  whoever  fhall  give  him- 
felf  the  Trouble  to  enquire  minutely,  will  find  Evidence  from  FaCts  to  a  Degree 
of  Satisfaction,  perhaps  beyond  his  Expectation,  and  which  will  leave  him  not 
the  leaft  room  to  doubt  of  the  Weight  and  Propriety  of  this  Argument. 

The  Genius  of  the  People  is  another  CharaCteriftic  of  the  Climate;  by 
which  we  do  not  mean  the  fanciful  EffeCts  that  Aftrologers  have  aforibed  to 
the  Influence  of  the  heavenly  Bodies,  but  the  Confequences  of  a  certain  Dif- 
pofition  of  the  Air,  altered  in  the  proper  Seafons  by  the  Impreflions  of  Heat 
and  Cold,  and  other  Viciflitudes  of  Weather,  upon  the  Bodies,  and  thereby 
on  the  Minds  of  Men,  which  the  founded:  Philofophy  has  acknowledged, 
and  which  the  Appearance  of  many  great  Genii  in  one  Country,  while  few 
or  none  are  to  be  found  in  others,  confirms  by  Experience  fi  Upon- this  the 
Temper  and  Strength  of  human  Minds  depend;  and  as  we  fee  fome  Men 
capable  of  one  thing,  fome  of  another,  we  obferve  the  like  Diverfity  in 
Nations,  afcribe  both  to  the  fame  Caufe,  and  form  our  Notions  of  the  Perfection 
or  Imperfection  of  that  Caufe,  from  the  Nature  of  its  EffeCts.  If  therefore 
Genius  be  the  EffeCt  of  Climate,  we  have  not  tranfgrefled  the  Bounds  of 
Jufiice  in  commending  that  of  Britain,  fince  there  is  hardly  any  Science  fo  ele¬ 
vated,  any  Branch  of  Literature  fo  profound,  any  Art  fo  difficult,  or  fo  nice, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Iflands  have  not,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  mod: 
candid  and  impartial  Connoiffeurs,  inveftigated  with  Patience  and  Succefs.  In 
Theology,  and  all  the  Learning  depending  upon  it,  what  greater  Names  than 
Ufher,  Pierfon,  Stillingfleet,  Barrow,  Clarke,  and  many  others.  In  Philofo¬ 
phy,  Bacon  the  Monk,  his  Namefake  the  Vifcount  of  St.  Albans,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mr.  Boyle,  the  fagacious  DoCtor  Hooke,  the  acute  and  accurate  DoCtor 
Edmund  Halley.  In  mathematical  Knowiege,  befides  fome  of  the  learned 
Men  already  mentioned,  we  may  boafl:  of  the  great  DoCtor  Wallis,  the  judi¬ 
cious  Oughtred,  the  fagacious  Harriot,  the  Lord  Merchifton,  Sir  Chriftopher 

f  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  v.  Caff.  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  iii.  iv.  Juvenal.  Sat.  x.  Anamian.  Marcel, 
lib.  xv.  Alex,  ab  Alex.  Genial,  JDies,  lib.  iv.  J3odioi  Repub.  lib.  v,  'Scalier.  Exercit.  xo  et  174. 
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Wren,  ProfefTor  Gregory,  the  ingenious  Mr.  Machin,  ProfefTor  Sanderfon, 
and,  to  conclude  with  the  greatefl,  the  incomparable  Sir  Ifaac  Newton. 
Amongft  our  Poets  Shakefpeare,  Milton,  Butler,  Dryden,  and  Pope,  have 
fecured  to  themfelves  a  Reputation  as  lafting  as  our  Language.  In  what  are 
{tiled  the  Belles  Lettres ;  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  Sir  William  Temple,  the  learned 
Matter  of  the  Charter-Houfe,  Dodtor  Burnet,  the  elegant  Mr.  Addifon,  the 
fprightly  and  accurate  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s,  the  late  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  and 
many  others,  will  be  read  and  admired  as  long  as  Men  have  any  Relifli  for 
good  Senfe,  and  a  juft  Delight  in  feeing  it  happily  expreffed.  To  thefe  we 
might  add  a  long  Catalogue  of  Names,  diftinguifhed  by  their  Writings  of 
various  other  kinds,  fuch  as  the  learned  and  judicious  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  the 
penetrating  Sir  William  Petty,  the  profound  Mr.  Hobbs,  the  mod:  able  and 
accurate  Mr.  Locke ;  and  every  Reader’s  Memory  will  fuggeil  to  him  many 
more  as  firiking  and  conclulive  Examples. 

The  Variations  in  our  Climate,  which  fome  have  reprefented  as  fuch  terri¬ 
ble  Inconveniencies,  are,  if  more  clofely  confidered,  very  lingular  Advantages. 
Our  Seafons,  though  it  mull  be  confeffed  they  do  not  very  nearly  referable 
thofe  on  the  Continent,  yet  are  not  fo  difcordant  to  the  Health  of  Strangers* 
as  to  hinder  them  from  coming  over  hither,  or  from  flaying  here,  when 
other  Circumftances  invite.  On  the  other  hand,  it  gives  fuch  Vivacity  and 
Vigour  to  the  Natives,  and  fo  habituates  them  to  thofe  Changes  that  are  inci¬ 
dent  to  a  Life  of  Travel,  that  no  People  are  more  addicted  to  it,  perform 
long  Voyages  or  Journies  with  greater  Eafe,  or  are  lefs  affedted  by  the  Hard¬ 
ships  to  which,  in  fuch  Expeditions,  they  are  almoft  necefiarily  expofed.  Let 
any  Man  read  the  Dutch  Voyages  g  to  Nova  Zembla,  and  Pelham’s  Stay  in 
Spitzbergen,  or  Greenland  h,  in  a  much  higher  Latitude,  and  it  will  fully  con¬ 
firm  the  Truth  of  what  I  have  advanced.  This  Delire  of  enquiring  into, 
and  corresponding  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  moft  diftant  Countries,  has 
been  ever  the  Charadteriftic  of  the  Britifh  Nation.  So  early  as  the  Times  of 
King  Alfred,  the  penetrating  into  the  moll  remote  Northern  Countries  was 
not  only  meditated  by  his  Subjects,  and  approved  by  that  Prince,  but  attempt¬ 
ed  k  The  fame  Monarch  fent  one  of  his  Prelates  as  far  as  the  Gulph  of 
Perfia,  partly  on  a  religious,  partly  on  a  political  k  Errand.  Whether  Ame¬ 
rica  was  originally  difcovered  by  a  Prince  of  Wales,  is  indeed  very  uncer¬ 
tain  ;  but  that  a  Welch  Prince  undertook,  and  made  fome  extraordinary  DiN 
coveries,  before  fuch  things  were  attempted  by  other  Nations,  admits  of  little 

E  Recueil  des  Voyages,  qui  ont  fervi  a  l’EtabMement  et  aux  Progrez  de  la  Compagnie  des  In- 
des  Orientates,  premier  Tome. 

h  God’s  Power  and  Providence  fully  fhewed,  in  the  miraculous  Deliverance  of  eight  English¬ 
men  left  by  Mifchance  in  Greenland,  A.  D.  1630,  for  nine  Months  and  twelve  Days,  faithfully 
recorded  by  Edward  Pelham,  one  of  the  faid  eight  Men.  Churchill’s  Colle&ion,  vol.  iv. 

‘  Guliel.  Malmefburienf.  de  Geftis  Pontific.  Anglor.  lib.  ii.  p.  247,  248. 

k  Sir  John  Spelman’s  Life  of  King  Alfred,  a  MS.  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  B.  ii.  §.  81. 
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Doubt  1.  The  Portugueze  Writers  acknowlege,  that  the  Ifland  of  Madeira, 
was  diicovered  by  one  Macham,  an  Englishman,  who  carried  thither  a  Lady 
he  had  Stolen ;  and,  after  her  Death,  endeavouring  to  efcape,  he  was  taken  by 
the  Inhabitants  of  Africa,  who,  on  account  of  his  being  over-grown  with 
Hair,  by  living  long  in  a  defolate  Place,  fent  him  as  a  Prelent  to  Don  Pedro, 
the  then  King  of  Caftile ;  and  to  his  Reports  they  afcribe  all  their  own,  and 
the  Spaniards  fubfequent  Difcoveries  m.  In  all  the  military  Expeditions  to  the 
Holy  Land,  none  had  a  larger  Share,  or  acquitted  themfelves  with  greater 
Reputation,  than  the  Monarchs,  Princes,  and  Nobility  of  this  Ifland  n.  The 
Englifh  had  a  principal  Hand  in  recovering  the  City  of  LiSbon  from  the  Moors, 
and  thereby  eftabliShed  the  Portugueze  Monarchy,  for  which  they  are  very 
honourably  mentioned  in  the  Histories  of  that  Country,  and  had  very  great 
Privileges  beftowed  upon  them  Several  British  Princes  and  Noblemen 
distinguished  themfelves  amongSt  the  Teutonic  Knights,  in  the  ConqueSt  of 
PruSSia  p.  John  of  Gaunt  laid  Claim  to  the  Crown  of  CaStile ;  made  an  Expe¬ 
dition  to  recover  it;  obtained  an  ample  Compensation  for  resigning  his  Title ; 
faw  the  Crown,  which  he  relinquished,  placed  on  the  Brow  of  one  Daughter, 
(Catherine,  Confort  to  Don  Henry  III.)  as  that  of  Portugal  had  been  before 
on  that  of  the  other  q.  To  the  AShftance  of  the  English  the  Portugueze  owed 
the  Taking  of  Ceuta,  which  is  the  Angle  Evidence  of  their  having  once  pof- 
fefled  the  Dominions  of  Portugal,  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards  r. 
The  facking  of  Cadiz  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral  Howard,  and  the  Earl  of 
Eflfex,  put  an  End  to  the  Spanish  Dreams  of  univerfal  Monarchy  s.  We  were 
once  very  near  fixing  Don  Antonio  on  the  Throne  of  Portugal  t.  It  was  the 
English  Succours  gained  the  decilive  Battle  of  Evora  u,  and  thereby  established 
the  reigning  Houfe  of  Bragan£a,  whofe  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal  was 

1  Powel’s  Hiftory  of  Wales,  p.  22 7,  228,  229.  This  Voyage  was  A.  D.  1170. 

m  Afia,  de  Joan,  de  Barros,  dos  fietos  que  os  Portuguefes  SIzeram,  no  de  cobrimento,  e  conquifta 
dos  mares  e  terras,  do  oriente,  Decada  prima,  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  Don  Antonio  Galvano’s  Difcoveries 
of  the  World,  tranfiated  out  of  Portugueze  by  Richard  Hakluyt,  London,  1601.  40.  p.  2.  Pur¬ 
chase  Pilgrims,  extracted  from  Galvano’s  Difcoveries,  vol.  ii.  p.  1671,  1672. 

n  Chronicon  Hierfolymitanum,  lib.  iii,  ix,  x.  Gul.  Malmefbur.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  Nie.  Triveti, 
Annales.  Gul.  Neubrigenf.  Hilt.  lib.  v.  Rogeri  Hoveden,  Annales. 

0  Nic.  Trivet.  A.  D.  1147.  De  la  Neufville  HiStoire  Generale  de  Portugal,  tom.  i.  p.  89.  Ma- 
noel  de  Faria  y  Soufa,  Epitome  de  las  Hiftorias  Portuguefas,  lib.  iii.  cap.  2. 

p  The  Reader  may  find  thefe  Histories,  drawn  from  original  Authors,  in  the  firft  Volume  of 
Hakluyt’s  valuable  Collection  of  Voyages. 

1  Hiftoria  vitse  et  regni  Rieardi  II.  Anglias  Regis,  a  Monacho  de  Evefham  confignata,  p.  1 19, 
120.  Don  Juan  de  Ferreras,  Hiftoria  de  Efpana,  A.  D.  1387.  Manoel  de  Faria  y  Soufa,  Epi¬ 
tome  de  las  Hiftorias  Portuguefas,  1.  iv.  c.  2. 

r  Thom.  Walfingham.  HiSt.  A.  D.  1415.  Marmol.  lib.  iv.  cap.  55.  Manoel  de  Faria  y  Sou¬ 
fa,  ubi  fupra,  c.  3. 

5  Camdeni  Annal.  Elizabeth,  p,  723,  778.  A  brief  and  true  Report  of  the  Honourable  Voy¬ 
age  unto  Cadiz,  A.  D.  1596,  at  the  End  of  Hakluyt’s  firft  Volume,  though  wanting  in  many 
Copies.  Birch’s  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  vol.  ii.  p.  45. 

*  Manoel  de  Faria  y  Soufa,  Epitome  de  las  Hiftorias  Portuguefas,  1.  v.  c.  4. 

»  Stevens’s  Hitlory  of  Portugal,  p.  513,  514. 
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acknowleged  by  Spain,  in  a  Treaty  negotiated  under  the  Mediation  of  Great 
Britain  In  a  word,  there  has  hardly  been  any  great  Event,  in  any  Part  of 
Europe,  in  which  the  Britifh  Crown,  by  its  Minifters,  or  the  Inhabitants  of 
Britain,  by  their  Valour,  have  not  had  a  confiderable  Part.  Sir  Thomas  Cha- 
loner  attended  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Fifth,  in  his  African  Expedition 
The  Earl  of  Efiex  commanded  the  Englifh  Auxiliaries,  in  the  Service  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France  y.  To  fay  nothing  of  our  many  hoftile  Expeditions,  in 
fupport  of  the  Claim  of  our  Monarchs  to  the  Crown  of  that  Kingdom  ;  or 
of  the  Afliftances  given  to  the  French  Kings,  in  oppofition  to  that  Claim  by 
the  Scots  z.  The  Earl  of  Leicefter  was  Governor  of  the  Dutch  Provinces  a  5 
the  Vere’s,  the  Norris’s,  and  the  Sidney’s,  gained  immortal  Reputation  in  thofe 
Low  Country  Wars  b  •  and  there  were  whole  Brigades  of  our  Countrymen  in 
the  Service  of  that  great  Proteftant  Hero,  Guftavus  Adolphus  <\  If  Colum¬ 
bus  difeovered  a  new  World  for  Spain,  it  was  becaufe  the  Shipwreck  of  his 
Brother  hindered  his  Knowlege  of  the  favourable  Reception  that  his  Propor¬ 
tions  met  with  from  Henry  the  Seventh  d.  If  Francis  Magellan  muft  be  allowed 
the  Honour  of  firft  attempting  the  Circumnavigation  of  the  Globe,  yet  Sir 
Francis  Drake  was  the  firft  Captain  who  had  the  good  Fortune  to  atchieve  it  e. 
Out  of  fifteen  Circumnavigations,  nine  have  been  performed  by  the  Englifh  f. 
The  fame  heroic  and  indefatigable  Spirit,  is  vifible  in  the  feveral  Attempts  that 
have  been  made  to  difeover  the  North-Eaft  and  North-Weft  Paftages  to  the 
Indies  g.  If  we  have  been  lefs  famous  for  Inventions  than  fome  other  Nations, 
we  are  on  all  hands  allowed  to  have  perfected  thofe  that  we  have  profecuted 
with  any  Degree  of  Attention ;  witnefs  the  feveral  Fire-Engines  for  railing 
Water  out  of  Mines,  and  the  great  Improvements  in  Clocks  and  Watches  by 
Dodor  Hooke,  Mr.  Tompion,  Mr.  Quare,  and  the  late  accurate  and  ingenious 


w  Corps  Univerfel  Diplomatique  du  Droit  des  Gens,  tom.  vii.  P.  i.  p.  70. 
x  Thom.  Chaloner.  de  Republica  Anglorum  inftauranda.  Lloyd’9  State  Worthies,  p.  534.. 
y  Camdeni  Annal.  Eliz.  p.  628.  Davila,  Hiftoria  delle  guerre  civili,  liv.  xii.  P.  Daniel,  Hi- 
ftoire  de  France,  tom.  ix.  p.  549. 

z  Walteri  Hemingford,  Hiftoria  de  Rebus  geftis  Edvardi  I,  Edvardi  II,  8c  Edvardi  III.  Thomae 
de  Elmham,  vita  &  Gefta  Henrici  Quinti,  Anglorum  Regis.  Gulielmi  Neubrigenfis,  Hiftoria  five 
Chronica.  Abercromby’s  Atchievements  of  the  Scots,  vol.  i.  P.  Daniel.  Mezeray. 

*  Rymeri  Faedera,  tom.  xv.  p.  799.  Grimftone’s  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  of  tire  Low  Countries, 
b.  xiii.  p.  910. 

b  Camdeni  Annal.  Eliz.  p.  461,  462.  Vere’s  Commentaries. 

c  Bifhop  Burnet’s  Hiftory  of  the  two  Dukes  of  Hamilton,  book  r.  p,  7.  where  is  the  original 
Inftrument  between  his  Swedifh  Majefty,  and  James,  then  Marquis,  afterwards  Duke,  of  Hamilton. 

d  Hiftorie  di  Fernando  Colombo,  nelle  quali  s’  ha  porticolare  e  vera  relatione  della  vita  e  de’  fatti; 
dell’  Ammiraglio  D.  Chriftoforo  Colombo  fuo  padre,  e  dello  fcuoprimenta  chegli  fece  delle  Indie 
Occidentali  dette  mundo  nuovo,  tradotte  dal  Spagnuolo  in  Ital.  da  Alfonfo  Ulloa  Venet,  15.71,.  8°*' 
cap.  xi.  Lord  Bacon’s  Works,  vol..  ii.  p.  336.  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  u.  p.  2  and  3. 
e  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  742.  Purchases  Pilgrims,  vol.  i.  book  ii.  chap.  3.  p.  46. 
f  Harris’s  Voyages,  Edit.  1744,  vol.  i.  chap.  i. 

8  Recueil  de  Voiages  au  Nord,  Amfterdam,  1715,  i2m0*  Ellis’s  Voyage  to-Hudfon’s-Bay,  for 
difeovering  a  North-Weft  Paftage,  in  the  Years  1746,  and  174 7» 

Mr, 
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Mr.  George  Graham.  We  may  therefore,  from  thefe  Indances,  conclude, 
that  there  is  nothing  infuperable  to  the  Genius,  Indudry,  and  Application  of 
the  Natives  of  thefe  Iflands,  properly  directed  and  fuitably  encouraged,  that 
lies  within  the  reach  of  human  Abilities.  How  far  indeed  thefe  may  be 
affeCted  by  Luxury  and  Indolence,  is  hard  to  fay ;  but  we  may,  with  Truth, 
affirm,  that  thefe  are  unnatural  Vices,  to  which  our  Climate  does  not  at  all 
lead,  and  which,  as  they  can  be  no  otherwife  introduced,  fo  they  may  be  at 
any  time  removed  and  extirpated  by  Example.  This  ought  in  a  very  parti¬ 
cular  manner  to  weigh  with  Perfons  of  DidinCtion,  in  point  of  Quality  and 
Fortune,  whofe  Duty  it  certainly  is  to  refleCt  by  their  Behaviour,  which  will 
ever  influence  the  many,  that  Honour  upon  their  Country,  which  by  its  Con- 
ditution  they  derive  from  it,  and  this  from  Motives  of  Intered  and  Policy,  as 
well  as  of  Piety  and  Prudence,  fince  their  Precedence,  and  even  their  Proper¬ 
ty,  depends  upon  this  Temper  of  the  Populace,  as  a  Circulation  of  Corrup¬ 
tion  muft  confound  all  Characters,  and,  by  reducing  Men  to  be  little  better 
than  Beads,  muft  neceflarily  and  effectually  level  them  with  each  other. 

If,  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  it  fhould  dill  be  objected,  that  there  are 
more  ferene  and  healthy  Climates  than  this  of  ours ;  and  if  it  fhould  be  urged 
in  fupport  of  this,  that  there  are  fome  Difeafes  peculiar  to,  and  many  that  are 
more  common  here  than  in  fome  Countries  on  the  Continent,  a  very  fuccinCt, 
and  yet  a  very  fatisfaCtory  Anfwer  may  be  given.  In  thofe  happier  Climates, 
as  they  are  called,  it  will  be  found  that  there  are  much  greater  Numbers  of 
indolent,  ignorant,  and  indigent  People,  than  here  j  which  plainly  fhews,  that 
by  fuiting  our  Manners  to  our  Climate,  all  thofe  fo  much  magnified  Inconve- 
niencies  are  avoided,  and  we  poffefs,  in  greater  Perfection,  thofe  Pleafures  that 
didinguidi  a  free,  aCtive,  and  fenfible  People,  from  Bigots  or  Drones.  In 
refpeCt  to  Difeafes,  what  Country  is  free  from  them  ?  Or  what  Country  freer 
than  this  ?  If  any  fuch  can  be  named,  I  dare  fay  it  will  not  be  found  under 
what  is  commonly  called  a  better,  that  is,  a  milder  Climate.  In  reference  to 
Difeafes,  that  are  fuppofed  to  be  peculiar  to,  or  frequent  in,  this  Country,  I  am 
perfuaded  that,  upon  a  drift  Enquiry,  the  Objection  will  not  hold.  The 
Rickets  is  one  of  thefe ;  and  yet,  it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that  where-ever 
there  is  bad  Nurfing,  a  Difeafe  like  this  will  be  found,  not  perhaps  precifely 
with  the  fame  Symptoms,  for,  in  refpeCt  to  them,  the  Climate  may  have  a 
Share.  But  if,  by  taking  away  the  Caufe,  this  Evil  may  be  prevented  here,  as 
well  as  in  other  Places,  there  is  no  Colour  for  the  Imputation  h.  The  Scurvy 
we  have  only  in  common  with  other  Northern  Nations ;  the  Symptoms  are 
more  violent,  and  the  Difeafe  lefs  curable  in  many  Countries  that  may  be 
named,  than  in  this  5  fo  that  no  Reflection  on  the  Climate  can  be  drawn  from 

h  Fran.  Glifloni  de  Rachitide,  London,  1650.  Caroli  Claromontii,  de  Aere,  Locis,  et  Aquis 
Terrae  Angliae ;  deque  Morbis  Anglorum  vernaculis,  London,  1672,  12°*  p.  42.  Sir  John 
Floyer’s  HiAory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  10,  336. 
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hence  i.  As  to  Confumptions,  they  arife  from  many  different  Caufes  j  in 
fome,  no  doubt,  the  Climate  may  be  one,  and  to  others  it  may  firongly  contri¬ 
bute  ;  but,  in  refpe£l  to  the  firfi,  it  will,  on  a  clofe  Enquiry,  be  generally 
found,  that  one  or  both  of  the  Parents  were  unhealthy,  and  yet,  from  the 
Excellence  of  this  Climate,  derived  Strength  enough  to  beget  confumptive 
Children  ;  whereas,  in  any  other,  they  would  have  had  none  k.  But,  for 
one  Confumption  of  this  Kind,  there  are  many  more  produced  by  Indifcretion 
or  Excefies,  and  then  it  comes  to  be  no  more  than  the  long  Struggle  of  a  good 
natural  Conftitution  againff:  a  Difeafe,  which,  in  another  Country  perhaps,  had 
difpatched  the  Patient  at  once.  Add  to  all  this,  that  in  no  Country  the  com¬ 
mon  People  have  a  greater  Bloom  of  Health  in  their  Countenances,  or  are 
more  exempt  from  contagious  Difiempers,  or  where,  with  the  Afliftance  of 
Prudence,  Temperance,  and  Exercife,  People  hand  lefs  in  need  of  Phyficiansj 
though,  where  they  are  needful,  their  Writings  clearly  demonstrate,  that  none 
more  diligent,  or  more  Skilful,  are  to  be  found  k  In  refpedt  to  that  boaSted 
Samenefs  and  Serenity,  with  the  want  of  which  we  are  fo  much  reproached,  it 
was  fo  handfomely  and  fully  anfwered  by  Charles  the  Second,  that  I  cannot 
do  better  than  repeat  his  MajeSty’s  Words.  C£  After  all  the  Complaints,”  faid 
he,  “  againSt  the  Inclemency  and  Uncertainty  of  our  Weather,  it  may  be,  with 
<c  Truth,  affirmed,  that  there  is  no  Country  in  Europe  where  a  Man  can  be 
<£  out  of  Doors  with  Pleafure  So  many  Hours  in  a  Day,  or  fo  many  Days 
“  in  a  Year,  as  in  this.”  When  we  conffder  that  the  Monarch  who  fpoke 
it,  had  been  in  Holland,  Flanders,  Germany*  France,  and  Spain,  and  had 
alfo  viffted  moft  Parts  of  his  own  Dominions,  his  Remark,  with  every  judi¬ 
cious  and  impartial  Reader,  will  have  the  greater  Weight. 

As,  upon  a  clear  and  comprehenffve  View  of  the  Advantages  derived  to  us 
from  our  Climate,  we  cannot  but  acknowlege  the  lingular  Bounty  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  in  that  refpedt j  fo,  when  we  turn  our  Eyes  from  contemplating  the 
Benefits  thus  derived  from  the  Air  that  furrounds  us,  we  naturally  look  upon 
the  Earth  that  fuftains  us,  and  there  again  we  meet  with  innumerable  and 
inexplicable  Sources  of  Eafe  and  Happinefs.  We  may  truly  pronounce  our 
Soil  excellent,  if  we  take  only  a  haffy  and  curfory  View  of  its  Contents,  fuch 
as  vegetable  Mould,  black,  grey,  brown,  and  red ;  Clays  of  various  Sorts, 
Brick-Clay,  Tile-Clay,  Potters-Clay,  Tobacco-Pipe-Clay,  Clay  for  making 
Crucibles,  and  Glafs-Houfe  Pots ;  Marl  of  many  differents  Sorts,  and  every- 

i  C.  Claromontii,  ubi  fupra.  Do&or  Sydenham’s  Works,  p.  275.  Martini  Lifter,  Tra&atus 
de  quibufdam  morbis  chronicis,  Exereitatio  v.  Doffor  Mead’s  Treatife  of  the  Scurvy.  A  Trea- 
tife  of  the  Scurvy,  in  three  Parts,  by  Doftor  James  Lind,  Edinburgh,  1753.  A  Work  equally 
curious,  fatisfadlory,  and  ufeful. 

k  C.  Claromontii,  ubi  fupra.  Sir  J.  Floyer,  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  157.  Bennet. 

1  Gothofred.  Moebii,  Fundament.  Med.  Phifiolog.  Jenae,  1661,  4°*  p.  275.  Plempii,  Funde- 
ment.  Med.  p.  128.  Couringiana,  p.  10.  Heiiteri,  Apologia  pro  Medicis.  §.  xix*xx.  Sam.  Par¬ 
ker;  Hiltoria  fui  Temporis,  p.  35. 
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where  difperfed  3  Loam  of  feveral  Kinds 3  Sands  of  different  Kinds 5  Sand- 
ftone,  Freeftone,  Grindftone,  Whetftone,  Limeftone ;  blue  Slate 3  Flag- 
Marble  of  many  Kinds  j  Alabafter,  exceedingly  rich  and  beautiful 5  Porphyry, 
Granate,  Pebbles,  Flints,  Agates 3  Talcs  of  feveral  Kinds  3  Chryftals,  Spars  in 
great  Variety,  Pitch-done,  Canal-coal,  Pit-coal,  Jet,  Amber 3  Salts  of  almoft 
every  Species ;  Alom,  Vitriol,  Saltpetre,  Sulphur,  Arfenic,  Pyrites,  Marca- 
fttes,  Antimony,  Lapis  Calaminaris,  Black]  ead,  Copper  Ore  of  very  different 
Kinds  3  Tin  Ores  in  great  Variety,  Lead  Ores,  Iron  Ores,  Loadftone,  &c.  m 
One  cannot  conclude  this  Part  of  the  Subject  better,  than  with  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  the  learned  and  laborious  DoCtor  Woodward  n.  44  As  to  Gold  and 
44  Silver,  England  affords  both,  and  in  greater  Quantities  too  than  is  com- 
44  monly  imagined,  which  feveral  late  Trials  have  taught  me.  Then  we  have 
44  Cornelians,  Agates,  Mochoes,  Onyx’s,  and  Jafpers  j  as  alfo  Topazes,  Eme- 
44  raids,  and  Sapphyres,  though  they  are  not  fo  hard  as  the  Oriental.  The  Dia- 
44  mond  indeed  we  want,  and  fome  few  others  of  the  Gem  Kind.  But,  except- 
44  ing  thefe,  and  Cinnabar,  which  is  the  Ore  of  Mercury,  I  know  no  Metal, 
44  Mineral,  or  Foftil  whatever,  that  England  does  not  yield 3  fo  very  fertile  and 
44  happy  is  it  in  its  Productions  under  Ground.”  Its  natural  Productions  alfo 
are  not  at  all  inferior  to  thofe  of  other  Nations  °  3  our  Fields  are  cloathed  with 
the  moft  agreeable  Verdure,  our  Hills  abound  with  falutiferous  Herbs  5  our 
Meadows  are  painted  with  fragrant  and  beautiful  Flowers  3  our  Mountains 
fhaded  by  Groves  of  different  Kinds  of  Trees 3  fo  that,  if  the  Expreflion  may 
be  allowed,  the  Patrimony  we  derive  from  Providence  is  plentiful  in  a  very 
high  Degree,  and  may  be  extended,  without  Fear  of  offending  Truth,  or  the 
leaf!  Sufpicion  of  Flattery,  to  all  the  three  Kingdoms  p. 

There  is  another  Circumftance  highly  advantageous,  (lightly  touched  by 
.moft  Authors,  as  if  a  Matter  rather  of  Beauty  and  Conveniency,  than  of  any 
great  Confequence,  but  which  in  reality  is  of  very  high  Importance.  This  is 
the  Diverfity  of  Situations  throughout  both  Iflands,  the  Country  (Fetching  in 
fome  Places  into  wide  Levels,  fuch  as  Newmarket,  Lincoln-Heath,  Salilbury- 
Plain,  railing  itfelf  elfewhere  up  into  Hills,  which  fometimes  gently  (ink 
down  again,  and  at  others  run  on  irregularly,  rifing  and  falling  in  a  Ridge  of 

m  Sir  John  Pettus’s  Fodinse  Regales.  Doctor  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancashire.  Waller’s 
Eflay  on  the  Value  of  Mines.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Ful¬ 
ler’s  Worthies.  Shier ’s  two  Difcourfes  on  the  Mine  Adventure.  Account  of  Englilh  Minerals, 
by  Do&or  Ray. 

n  Woodward’s  Natural  Hillory  of  Foflils,  London,  1729,  8°.  p.  6.  See  alfo  the  Appendix 
to  Thorelby’s  Hiftory  of  Leeds.  Do&or  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  35,  51,  54, 

Co,  65,71. 

0  Thomae  Chaloneri,  de  Repub.  Anglor.  Inftauranda,  lib.  i.  W.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Bri¬ 
tain.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion.  Evelyn’s  Sylva. 

p  Camdeni  Britannia,  Lond.  1607,  Fol.  Roberti  Sibbaldi,  Scotia  Illuftrata,  Edinburgh  1684, 
fol  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  by  Doftor  Gerard  Boat.e,  publilhed  by  Samuel  Hartlib,  Eftj; 
JLojadon,  1652,  8°. 
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a  very  confiderable  Extent,  in  fome  Places  having  one  Direction,  and  taking  in 
others  quite  a  different  Courfe  q.  It  is  owing  to  this  Difpolition  of  Mountains, 
that  Springs,  Rivulets,  and  Rivers,  are  fo  frequently  to  be  found,  and  are  withal 
fo  happily  difperfed.  In  Scotland,  where  the  Hills  are  high,  and  the  Country 
beneath  them  doping,  the  Rivers  run  very  fharp ;  but  in  the  North,  where  the 
Country,  though  high  by  Situation,  is  neverthelefs  on  the  Surface  plain,  the 
Waters  fettle  into  Lochs,  or  Lakes,  of  which  but  few,  though  fome  there  are 
in  England,  and  flill  more  in  Ireland  r.  Hence  arifes  not  only  an  agreeable 
Mixture  of  very  diftindt  Kinds  of  Soil  and  Country  in  different  Parts  of  the 
Ifland,  but  even  within  the  fame  County ;  fo  that  if  we  take  Staffordfhire  s 
for  Example,  it  will  afford  us  a  Kind  of  Sample  of  the  whole,  which  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  is  exceedingly  agreeable,  is  alfo  of  wonderful  Ufe,  and 
is  the  principal  Source  of  that  perpetual  Plenty  which,  in  comparifon  of  other 
Countries,  reigns  here  ;  fo  that  real  Scarcity  is  feldom  known,  and  no  Famine, 
or  remarkable  Diflrefs  for  neceffary  Food,  has  been  felt  for  fome  Centuries. 

But  this  will  be  better  underflood;  if  we  call  our  Eyes  upon  the  improved 
Produce  of  thefe  Countries  t,  if  we  reflect  on  the  vafl  Variety  and  amazing 
Abundance  of  all  Kinds  of  edible  Roots,  fuch  as  Turnips,  Carrots,  Parfnips, 
Radifhes,  Potatoes,  &c,  our  Saiads  and  Greens,  in  which  no  Country  exceeds 
this  ;  our  Liquorice,  Saffron,  and  other  Phyfical  Roots  and  Herbs  j  our  Pulfe, 
and  Grain  of  every  Sort,  fuch  as  Tares,  Peas,  Beans,  Oats,  Rye,  Barley  and 
Wheat  of  different  Kinds ;  our  Fruit-bearing  Shrubs  and  Trees  of  all  Sorts, 
from  our  Blackberries,  Bilberries,  Cranberries,  Strawberries,  Rafberries,  Goofe- 
berries,  Currants,  up  to  our  Apples,  Pears,  Plumbs,  Cherries,  Peaches,  Apricots, 
Nectarines,  and,  of  late  Years,  even  the  Fruits  of  the  warmed  Southern  Cli¬ 
mates.  Timber  of  all  Sorts,  fit  for  allUles,  and  applicable  to  all  the  Purpofes 
of  Pleafure,  Ornament,  and  Profit  u  •  our  Gardens  as  elegant  as  any  in 
Europe  ;  our  Groves  and  Woods  beautifully  difpofed,  and  ferving  to  recreate  the 
Eye  of  the  Traveller  in  almod  every  Part  of  thefe  Blands ;  and  if,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  there  may  be,  as  undoubtedly  there  is,  a  Scarcity  of  fubdantial 
Timber  perhaps  in  all  the  three  Kingdoms,  this  is  owing  to  a  triple  Caufe,  the 
vad  Consumption  of  it  in  Building  beyond  what  is  pradtifed  elfewhere,  or 
what  was  pradiled  here  in  former  Times ;  the  Eafe  with  which  we  have 

q  Speed’s  Eritifti  Empire,  London,  Fol.  Dodtor  J.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  London, 

1 66 1 ,  8°.  Dodtor  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  169,  171,  185,  186,  187. 

1  Hiftoriola  Elienfis,  apud  Camdeni  Britan,  p.  368.  Hector.  Boeth.  Scotorum  Regni  DefcriptiO. 
Ancient  and  modern  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  Dublin,  1744,  8°.  chap.  viii. 

s  See  the  three  firft  Chapters  of  Dodtor  Plot’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  this  County. 

1  Worlidge’s  Syftem  of  Hufbandry,  London,  1687,  Fol.  Evelyn’s  Sylva,  Pomona,  and  Acetaria. 
Bradley’s,  Lawrence’s,  and  Switzer’s  Treatifes. 

u  Blith’s  Hufbandry,  London,  1649,  40.  Auften,  of  Fruit  Trees,  London,  1 652,  40.  Smith’s 
England’s  Improvement  revived,  London,  1673,  4°-  Cook,  of  For  eft  and  of  Fruit  Trees,  Lon¬ 
don,  1 679,  40.  J.  Worlidge’s  Syftema  Horti-culturre,  or  the  Art  of  Gardening,  Londpu, 
1719,  8°.  Mafcall’s  new  Art  of  planting  and  Grafting,  London,  1656,  40. 
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hitherto  furnifhed  ourfelves  with  it  from  foreign  Parts ;  and  our  unaccountable 
Negledt  of  our  Forefts,  not  from  any  Defeat  in  our  Soil,  or  the  Want  either  of 
Room  or  Capacity  to  have  it  in  the  greatefl:  Abundance  through  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  in  each  of  which,  with  proper  Care,  Timber  enough 
might  be  produced  of  all  Sorts  to  ferve  plentifully  all  three ;  though  perhaps  the 
Growth  of  all  three  at  prefent,  would  very  fcantily  fupply  the  manifold  Wants, 
and  continually  increaling  Demands  of  England  alone,  and  that  too  (which  is 
at  once  a  melancholy  and  important  Reflection)  but  for  a  fhort  Time 

It  is  in  confequence  of  the  Mildnefs  of  our  Climate,  and  the  admirable 
Nature  of  our  Soil,  that  all  ufeful  Animals  thrive  to  luch  a  Degree  of  Perfection 
in  Britain.  As  for  Inftance  our  Sheep,  from  the  Flefh  of  which  we  derive  fuch 
Plenty  of  wholfome  Food,  and  fo  high  a  Profit  from  their  Fleeces  x.  Thefe 
we  have  in  almoft  all  Parts  of  both  Iflands,  in  very  many  in  the  greatefl;  Abun¬ 
dance  ;  and  if  every- where  more  equal  in  point  of  Flefh  than  of  Fleece,,  this 
perhaps  may  be  lefs  owing  to  Nature  than  the  Want  of  Care,  as  we  may  elfe- 
where  have  occafion  to  explain.  To  thefe  we  may  add  Goats,  which  in  Wales, 
North  Britain,  and  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  lome  Parts  of  England,  are  common 
enough,  though  perhaps  their  Management,  and  the  Advantages  that  might 
be  derived  from  them,  have  not  been  fufficiently  confidered  y.  In  few  Coun¬ 
tries  are  there  greater  Numbers  of  black  Cattle,  or  more  improved  than  in 
thefe  j  fo  that  they  are  one  great  Source  of  our  Riches,  furniflfing  every  thing 
here  which  they  furnifh  in  any  other  Country,  in  as  great  Plenty,  and  in  no 
lefs  Perfection.  Horles  we  have  of  all  Sorts,  and  for  ill  Kinds  of  Service,  for 
the  Saddle,  the  Race,  and  the  Carriage,  all  equally  good,  though  of  very  dif¬ 
ferent  Natures  ;  fome  final  1  and  hardy,  others  large  and  ftrong  ;  fo  that  Afies 
are  but  little,  and  Mules  ftill  lefs  ufed ;  though  it  is  certain  we  might  have 
both,  if  this  Plenty  of  our  Horfes  did  not  hinder  our  feeling  any  Need  of 
them  z.  Our  Dogs  are  no  lefs  famous,  admirable  in  their  Natures,  and  excel- 

w  Evelyn’s  Sylva,  book  lit.  chap.  7.  Yarranton’s  England’s  Improvement,  London,  1677,  40. 
p.  58,  59,  60.  Sibbaldi*  Scotia  illuftrata,  lib.  i.  p.  i.  cap.  13.  lib.  i.  p.  ii.  Boate’s  natural  Hiftory 
of  Ireland,  chap.  xv.  Propofol  for  improving  and  adorning  the  Ifland  of  Great  Britain,  by  paro¬ 
chial  Plantations  of  Timber,  and  other  T rees,  upon  the  Forefts,  Chaces,  Commons,  and  wafte 
Grounds,  throughout  the  Kingdom,  1755,4®. 

x  A  brief  Examination  of  certain  ordinary  Complaints  of  divers  of  our  Countrymen,  &c.  by 
W.  S.  1581.  England’s  Intereft  confidered,  in  the  Increafe  of  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom, 
1663,  by  S.  Fortrey.  Sir  Robert  Atkins’s  Hiftory  of  Gloucefterfliire,  p.  77.  Sir  William  Petty’s 
Political  Anatomy  of  Ireland,  p,  67,  68.  Plan  of  Englilh  Commerce,  p.  156 — 164. 

Y  VarrodeRe  Ruftica,  lib.  ii.  cap.  3,  11.  Columella,  lib.  vii.  cap.  6,  7.  Polydor.  Vergil.  An- 
glicte.  Hiftor.  lib.  i.  Giles  Markham’s  Way  to  Wealth,  parti,  p.  96.  Doctor  Beal’s  Obfervations 
upon  Hulbandry.  Sibbaldi,  Scotia  illuftrata,  p.  ii.  lib.  iii.  §.  2.  cap.  2.  Worlidge’s  Syftem  of 
Hulbandry,  p.  172. 

z  Sir  William  Hope’s  Horfemanfhip  improved,  chap,  vi.  G.  Markham’s  cheap  and  good  Huf- 
bandry,  book  i.  Worlidge’s  Syftem  of  Hufbandry,  p.  170.  Mortimer’s  Hulbandry,  book  vi. 
chap.  2.  Maitland’s  Hiftory  of  London,  p.  339.  D’AudifFret,  Hiftoire  et  Geographic  ancienne  et 
moderne,  vol.  i.  p.  14 1. 
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lently  trained;  fome  diRinguilhed  through  the  Quicknefs  of  their  Scent;  others, 
from  the  Swiftnefs  of  their  Feet;  a  third  Kind,  from  their  Sagacity;  a  fourth, 
from  their  Spirit  and  Courage;  and  feveral  Sorts,  from  their  Gentlenefs , and 
Beauty  a.  Our  Game  Cocks  are  thought  peculiar  to  this  Iiland.  To  thefe 
we  may  add  the  great  Plenty  of  Bees,  and  many  other  Animals,  if  it  was 
neceffary ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  own,  that  though  we  are  not  altogether  free 
from  Vermin,  or,  excepting  Ireland,  from  venomous  Animals,  yet  we  are  not 
infefted  with  Bealls  of  Prey ;  and  if  ever  we  were  plagued  with  Wolves,  they 
are  long  fince  extirpated. 

It  may  indeed  be  faid,  that  the  choicefl  Produdlions  of  the  Earth,  and  the 
moll  beautiful  and  ferviceable  of  our  Bealls,  are  to  be  attributed  rather  to  Art, 
than  Nature  as  originally  imported,  and  with  great  Skill  and  Indullry  main¬ 
tained  and  improved;  which  mull  be  admitted,  and  is  in  itfelf  one  of  the 
greatell  Advantages  that  we  enjoy ;  for  our  Climate  and  our  Soil  receive,  em¬ 
brace,  and  with  due  Obfervation  and  Attention  meliorate,  whatever  the  inqui¬ 
sitive  Temper,  the  ingenious  Difpolition,  the  laudable  Indullry,  the  profound 
Attention,  and  the  indefatigable  Labour  of  its  Inhabitants,  dilcover  ufeful  or 
delirable  in  other  Countries,  in  order  to  introduce  and  ellablilh  here  b.  It  is 
this  exadl  Correfpondence  between  the  Capacity  of  the  Natives,  the  Clemency 
of  the  Air,  and  the  Fertility  of  the  Soil,  that  completes  the  fuperior  Excel¬ 
lence  of  this  Country,  and  renders  thefe  Blands  a  World  within  themfelves, 
where  almoll  all  Things  delightful  in  their  Appearance,  grateful  to  the  Senfes, 
or  profitable  in  their  Ufes,  may  be  collected,  preferved,  and  very  often 
improved.  It  is  upon  this  Maxim,  taught  us  by  Nature,  enforced  by  Reafon, 
and  confirmed  by  daily  Experience,  that  the  Superffrudture  mull  rell  which 
we  are  endeavouring  to  raife  ;  and  whoever  attentively  confiders  what  we 
already  polfefs,  and  the  Means  by  which  the  various  Sources  of  our  Riches  were 
acquired,  will  eafily  difcern,  that  there  are  very  few  Things  of  which  we  are 
Rill  in  want,  which  by  the  lame  Methods  we  may  not  with  equal  Certainty 
.and  Facility  obtain  c.  But  that  thefe  lingular  Prerogatives,  derived  from  the 
Wifdom  of  Providence,  may  be  the  better  comprehended,  and  reduced  to  a 
greater  Degree  of  Evidence,  it  is  requilite  we  fhould  Ihew  that  they  are  derived 
from,  and  depend  chiefly  upon,  the  peculiar  Situation  of  thefe  Countries. 

Geographers,  ancient  and  modern,  in  order  to  defcribe  the  different 
Degrees  of  Heat  and  Cold,  and  to  give  us  a  general  Notion  of  the  Succefiion 

a  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  p.  r  99.  J.  Caius,  de  Cams  Britannicis.  Load.  1570,  8°.  Cam- 
deni  Britannia,  p.  190,  191.  HeCtor  Boeth.  Scot.  Regn.  Defcript.  p.  7.  Sibbaldi,  Scotia  illu- 
Arata  p.  ii.  lib.  Hi.  §.  ii.  cap.  5. 

b  W.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  England,  cap.  xviii.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire.  S tow’s  Chro¬ 
nicle,  p.  1  — -6.  Bacon’s  Works.  Evelyn’s  Sylva.  Boyle’s  Works.  Houghton's  Collections  on 
Husbandry  and  Trade. 

c  See  this  more  largely  treated  in  the  fucceeding  Book. 
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of  Seafons  in  different  Parts  of  the  World,  have  divided  it  into  Climates 
In  this  Senfe  thefe  Iflands  lie  in  the  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth, 
becaufe  the  longed:  Day  in  the  mod  Southern  Part  of  England,  is  about 
fixteen  Hours,  and  a  Quarter ;  and  the  longeft  Day  in  the  moft  Northern 
Part  of  Scotland,  eighteen  Hours  e.  We  are  taught  however,  by  Experience, 
the  fured,  and  indeed  the  only  Guide,  that,  except  the  Length  of  the  Day, 
and  that  Degree  of  Heat  which  is  derived  diredtly  from  the  Sun-beams,  there 
is  little  or  nothing  that  can  be  concluded  with  Certainty,  from  the  Latitude  ; 
or,  in  other  Words,  Experience  fliews  us,  that  Places  fituated  in  the  lame 
Latitude  may,  in  all  other  refpects,  fave  thole  that  are  above-mentioned,  differ 
exceedingly  in  point  of  Climate  f. 

The  City  of  Mofcow  is  featedin  the  Latitude  of  fifty-five  Degrees,  thirty- 
fix  Minutes,  that  is,  about  half  a  Degree  more  to  the  South  than  Edinburgh, 
and  yet  one  can  fcarce  imagine  any  two  Climates  more  difcordant  g.  In  the 
Winter,  the  Cold  in  the  fird-mentioned  City  is  fo  extremely  fharp,  that  many 
People  perifh  by  it ;  freezing  of  the  Nofe,  Ears,  and  other  Extremities,  is  com¬ 
mon  ;  Water  thrown  out  of  a  Bal'on,  falls  in  Ice  upon  the  Ground  ;  the  Spit¬ 
tle,  and  even  the  Breath,  freezes.  The  Earth  is  frozen  above  two  Feet  deep  j. 
whereas,  in  this  Ifland,  the  fharped  Frods  are  never  found  to  penetrate  above 
Half  as  far  h.  Yet  in  April  the  whole  Face  of  Nature  is  changed  at  Mofcow, 
in  a  very  few  Days ;  the  Fields  and  Woods  are  covered  with  Verdure,  and  the 
Country  produces  a  great  Variety  of  fine  Fruits;  infomuch  that  thofe  who 
have  vilited  this  Place  only  in  the  Summer,  tell  us  there  is  no  Capital  in  Europe 
more  beautifully  or  pleafantly  fituated  than  this.  It  lies  indeed  in  a  very 
capacious  Plain,  watered  by  two  fine  Rivers ;  fo  that  the  Bridge  over  the  Mof- 
qua  is  faid  to  be  a  third  Part  longer  than  London  Bridge  i.  Our  Countryman, 
Captain  Perry,  has  explained  the  Caufes  of  this  exceffive  Cold  :  He  tells  us  that 
the  North-Ead  Winds  blow  much  colder  than  any  other  ia  the  Beginning  of 
Winter,  coming  over  vad  Tracks  of  Land  covered  with  Snow  and  Ice;  but 
when  the  Snows  are  fallen  in  the  South,  which  is  a  little  later,  the  Wind  from 
that  Quarter  becomes  equally  cold  k.  If  we  add  to  this,  that  Molcow  dands 

d  Camdeni  Britannia,  p,  2,  where  he  places  Britain  under  the  eighth  Climate,,  and  between  the 
eighteenth  and  twenty-fixth  Parallels. 

e  Varenii  Geograph,  univerf.  lib.,  ii.  §.  6.  cap.  2£.  Martiniere,  Di<tionnaire  Geographique  et: 
Critique,  tom.  iii.  p.  678.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  238. 

f  Varenii  Geograph,  univerfal.  lib.  ii.  cap.  6,  26.  P.  J.  Acofta.  Hiftoria  natural  y  moral  de 
las  Indias,  lib.  ii.  c.  9,  12.  Purchas’s  Pilgrims,  vol.  iii.  p.  571.  Recueil  de  Voyages  au  Nord, 
tom.  viii.  p.  391,  392.  Perry’s  State  of  Ruflia,  p.  70 — 77. 

g  Cluverii  Introd.  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  cap.  28.  Luyts,  Introd..  ad  Geograph,  feet.  ii.  cap  35.. 
Du  Bois  Geographic  morderne,  p.  479. 

h  Hackluyt’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  476..  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  295,  3-18,  319. 
Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  456. 

1  Doctor  Giles  Fletcher’s  Obfervations-4uring  his  Stay  in  Ruffia.  Prefent  State  of  Ruilia,  p. 
124,  150.  Sieur  de  la  Croix  Geographie  univerfelle,  tom.  ii.  p.  310. 

k  Perry’s  State  of  Ruffia,  p.  73.  Hiftoire  genealogique  des  Tartares,  p.  479,  480.  Sieur  de  la 
Croix  Geographie  univerfelle,  tom.  ii.  p.  310. 
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almoft  Five  hundred  Miles  from  the  neareft  Sea,  all  that  is  related  of  the  Seve¬ 
rity  of  its  Climate,  becomes  equally  credible  and  confident  K 

Stockholm,  and  the  Country  of  Sweden  in  its  Vicinity,  though  lying 
more  than  four  Degrees  to  the  North  of  Mofcow,  yet  having  the  Bothnic 
Gulph  on  the  North,  the  Baltic  on  the  South,  and  the  German  Ocean,  though 
with  the  whole  Breadth  of  Sweden  and  Norway  between  it,  on  the  Weft,  is 
far  l®fs  cold  ;  and  yet  a  French  Ambaftador  laid  they  had  only  nine  Months 
Winter  there,  and  that  all  the  reft  was  Summer  m.  In  this  Ihort  Summer, 
however,  they  have  a  Variety  of  Flowers,  Strawberries  Ralberries,  and  Cur¬ 
rants,  in  great  Plenty  and  Perfection  •,  Apples,  Pears,  and  Plumbs,  that  are 
tolerable  ;  Apricots  that,  when  the  Summer  is  favourable,  are  excellent ;  and, 
in  very  dry  Years,  Melons  n.  But  at  Tobollky,  which  is  the  Capital  of  Sibe¬ 
ria,  and  full  two  Degrees  South  of  Stockholm,  there  is  nothing  like  this, 
becaufe  it  lies  fo  far  within  Land,  and  the  Winds  blowing  over  great  TraCts  of 
Snow  and  Ice,  maintain,  in  comparifon  of  other  Gentries,  almoft  a  perpetual 
Winter  °. 

Copenhagen,  the  Capital  of  Denmark,  lies  in  the  Ifland  of  Zealand,  in: 
the  Latitude  of  fifty-five  Degrees,  forty  Minutes,  which  is  very  near  that  of 
Molcow,  and  fomething  more  than  a  Degree  North  of  Dublin  p.  The  Ifland 
is  about  One  hundred  and  eighty  Miles  in  Compafs,  but  the  Climate  and 
Soil  very  indifferent.  There  are,  properly  fpeaking,  but  two  Seafons,  Winter 
and  Summer ;  the  former  long  and  rigorous,  infomuch  that  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  the  laft  of  that  Branch  of  the  Royal  Family,  died  there  Ambaflador  in,, 
the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  by  the  Severity  of  the  Seafon  q :  the  latter, 
which  comprehends  the  Months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  is  very  clofe  and 
fultry,  the  Nights  more  efpecially  r.  As  to  the  Produce  of  the  Ifland,  the 
only  Corn  they  have  is  Rye,  and  of  that,  feldom  more  than  is  fufficient  for 
their  own  Ufe  :  Roots  and  Greens  in  Abundance  ;  and  in  their  Gardens,  about 
which  Perfons  of  DiftinCtion  are  very  nice,  fome  very  good  Fruits.  The 

1  Luyts  Introd.  ad  Geograph,  p.  374..  Sir  Jerom  Howes’s  Remarks  on  the  Country  of  Rullia. 
Hanway’s  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  13. 

m  Cluverii  Introd.  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  cap.  20.  Luyts  Introd.  ad  Geograph,  feet.  ii.  cap.  34. 
Du  Bois,  Geographic  moderne,  p.  445. 

n  Gothofredus  in  Defcriptione  Sueciae,  p.  13 1.  Bifhop  Robinfon’s  Account  of  Sweden,  p.  17, 
18.  Martiniere,  Didlionnaire  Geographique  et  Critique,  vol.  ix.  p.  114. 

0  Recueil  des  Voyages  qui  ont  fervi  a  1’  eftabliffement  de  la  Compagnie  des  Indes  Orientales. 
vol.  i.  p.  236,  237.  Strahlenbergh’s  Defcriprion  of  Ruffia  and  Siberia,  p.  122.  Les  Moeurs  et 
Ufage  des  Oftiackes,  par  J.  B.  Muller,  p.  19. 

p  Luyts  Introd.  ad  Geographiam,  fe<51.  ii.  cap.  32.  Du  Bois  Geographic  moderne,  p.  i.  cap.  14. 
left.  2.  Martiniere,  Diftionnairc  Geographique  et  Critique,  vol.  iii.  p.  778. 

q  Lord  M’olefworth’s  Account  of  Denmark,  p.  6,  7.  Philip’s  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chro¬ 
nicle,  p.  589.  Dugdale’s  Baronage,  vol.  ii.  p.  427. 

r  Aubery  de  Maurier  Memoires  de  Dannemark.  p.  139  Lord  Mokfworth’s  Account  of  Den¬ 
mark,  p.  8,  9.  Geographic  de  Robbe,  p.  334. 
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Inhabitants  are  lefs  expofed  to  Rheums  and  Coughs  than  other  Northern 
Nations ;  but  then  they  are  more  l'ubjedt  to  Epiiepfies  and  Apoplexies  than  in 
moll  other  Places,  which  is  attributed  to  their  poor  Living  s.  Yet  the  liland 
of  Funen,  which  lies  between  Zealand  and  Jutland,  is  much  more  temperate, 
and  very  fruitful ;  as  is  alfo  the  Promontory  of  Jutland  itfelf,  being  furrounded 
by  the  Sea  on  the  Eaft,  North,  and  Weft;  and  the  fmall  Ifland  of  Laland, 
which  lies  but  a  little  South  of  Zealand,  produces  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Wheat- 
All  which  fhews,  that  it  is  the  particular  Circumftances  that  attend  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  Places,  and  not  their  lying  in  this  or  that  geographical  Climate,  that 
operates  upon  the  Air  and  Soil  L  It  is  a  Point  of  fuch  Notoriety,  there  is  no 
need  of  our  infilling  upon  it,  that,  in  regard  to  Mildnefs  of  Air,  or  of  Richnefs 
of  Soil,  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have  no  reafon  to  envy 
thofe  of  Normandy,  the  Low  Countries,  Germany,  or  Denmark,  or  the  Coun¬ 
tries  that  lie  behind  thefe,  Pruflia,  Poland,  Ruftia,  and  Siberia  u-  Though, 
after  all  that  has  been  faid,  it  mull  be  alfo  allowed,  that  thefe  Countries  have 
their  Advantages,  and  produce  many  Commodities  of  great  Value.  But  then 
•we  have  this  Confolation,  that,  without  being  expofed  either  to  their  fevere 
Winters,  the  fultry  Heat  of  their  Summers,  the  Inundations  that  happen  from 
their  Rivers,  the  deftr,u£tive  Flights  of  Locufts,  and  other  Inconveniencies  to 
which  they  are  expofed,  we  may,  with  a  little  Care  and  Induftry,  have  thofe 
Advantages,  or  moft  of  them,  in  equal  Perfection  in  our  own  Country  w. 

But  to  come  now  to  the  material  Point,  in  refpeCt  to  which  all  the  reft  were 
but  preparatory,  the  Britilh  Illands  owe  the  numerous  and  invaluable  Advan¬ 
tages  which  they  enjoy,  to  their  Situation.  They  have  the  German  Ocean  on 
the  Ealt,  the  Britilh  Channel  on  the  South,  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the 
Weft,  and  on  the  North.  Our  Air  therefore  is  continually  mixed  with  warm 
and  humid  Vapours,  which  temper  the  Severity  of  Cold,  and  allay  the  piercing 
Heat  of  the  Sun  Beams.  That  the  Exhalations  from  the  Ocean  are  really 
warm,  we  may  conclude  from  its  conftant  Motion,  from  its  never  freezing, 
and  from  its  being  always  expofed  to  the  ACtion  of  the  Sun ;  and  that  thele 
Vapours  are  raifed  very  copioully,  the  learned,  judicious,  and  accurate  Doctor 
Halley  has  fully  demonftrated  *.  The  Means  by  which  they  are  brought  and 

»  Defcription  of  the  Northern  Kingdoms  in  Pitt’s  Atlas,  vol.  i.  p.  62.  Geographic  moderne, 
<p.  436.  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  389. 

1  D’AudifFret  Hiftoire  et  Geographie  ancienne  et  moderne,  tom.  i.  p.  320,  32*,  332,.  Beylin's 
Cofmography,  lib.  i.  p.  434. 

u  Tacitus  in  Julio  Agricola,  Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  xviii.  Polydori  Vergilii  Anglicae  Hiftor. 
lib.  i.  L’lfole  piu  famofe  del Mondo,  deferitte  da  Thomafo  Porcaccbi  da  Caftiglione,  lib.  i.  p,  16. 
D’AudifFret  Hifloire  et  Geographie  ancienne  et  moderne,  tom.  i.  p.  140. 

w  Cedar.  de  Bello  Galileo,  lib.  v.  Dio  Caffius,  lib.  lxii.  Strabonis  Epitomator,  lib.  iii.  J. 
Boemus  Aubanus,  de  Modbus  omnium  Gentium,  lib.  iii.  Thomas  Gainsford’s  Glory  of  England, 
London,  1618,  40. 

x  Cicer.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  ii.  Minutius  Felix  in  OAavio,  cap.  xix.  See  Doctor  Halley's  incom¬ 
parable  Treatife  in  the  iiiTt  Volume  of  Mifcellania  Curiofa,  publilhed  by  Doctor  Derham.. 
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kept  in  our  Atmofphere,  are  the  Prevalence  of  the  Weft  Winds,  which  blow 
here  for  fo  conftderable  a  Part  of  the  Year,  and  can  be  charged  only  with 
thefe  genial  and  falubrious  Vapours  5  whereas  the  Eaft  Winds  that  blow  over 
the  Continent,  come  to  us  piercing  cold  in  the  .Winter,  or  clofe  and  hot  in  the 
Summer  y.  From  the  Sea  Vapours,  brought  by  the  Weftern  Breezes,  we 
have  thofe  gentle  pleafant  Shovrers  that  fo  much  promote  Vegetation  ;  thofe 
copious  Dews,  loaded  with  invigorating  Salts,  that  leave  fuch  Supplies  of  fine 
fertilizing  Matter,  as  repair  what  our  Grafs,  Herbs,  and  Flowers  confume ; 
and  thofe  innumerable  Springs,  Brooks,  running  Streams,  Rivulets,  and,  when 
collected,  navigable  Rivers,  which  every-where  feed,  cherifh,  and  adorn  this 
Country  z.  That  thefe  Things  are  really  fo,  and  that  thefe  are  not  philofo- 
phical  Fancies,  retailed  to  flatter  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Iflands,  will  moft 
evidently  and  inconteftably  appear  by  comparing  their  different  Parts  with  each 
other,  and  attending  to  Fatfts  relating  to  them  fo  convincing,  that  they  admit 
of  no  Reply,  and  of  fuch  Notoriety  that  they  cannot  be  controverted.  In  Ire¬ 
land,  which  lies  farther  to  the  Weft,  thefe  Effects,  fuppofing  this  Reafoning 
juft,  ought  to  be  difcovered  in  a  ftill  ftronger  Degree  than  in  Great  Britain,  and 
fo  they  really  are.  Doctor  Gerard  Boate,  who  wrote  the  natural  Hiftory  of 
that  Ifland,  tells  us  that  it  is  much  lefs  fubjedt  to  Cold  than  other  Countries 
in  the  fame  Latitude,  and  even  than  many  that  lie  farther  to  the  South  ;  that 
they  have  not  commonly  above  three  or  four  Frofts  in  a  Winter,  and  thefe 
rarely  of  three  Days  ftanding  ;  that  a  Froft  of  ten  Days  does  not  happen  in  fo 
many  Years  ;  but  that  many  Winters  they  have  no  Froft  at  all.  He  complains 
of  the  wet  Weather,  more  efpecially  in  Summer;  he  fays,  they  feldom  have  a 
Week  without  it ;  that  now  and  then  they  have  a  dry  Summer,  but  never  one 
which  is  too  dry,  which  he  attributes  to  the  Weft  and  South- Weft  Winds ; 
but  afterts  that,  notwithftanding  this  extraordinary  Moifture,  the  Country  is 
every-where  very  healthy  a.  Sir  William  Petty  fays,  that  the  Wind  blows 
between  the  Weft  and  South- Weft  Points  three  Parts  in  five  of  the  whole 
Year ;  that  Snow  lies  not  long  upon  the  Ground ;  and  that,  in  general,  the 
Country  of  Ireland  (and  no  Man  knew  it  better)  is  fertile  and  pleafant  L 
Mr.  Smith,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  City  and  County  of  Waterford,  obferves, 
that  in  the  very  fevere  Winter  of  1736  c,  when  the  Inland  Country  was  en¬ 
tirely  locked  up,  yet  within  fix  Miles  of  the  Ocean  (obferve  too,  that  though 
we  ufe  the  Author’s  own  Words,  he  means  the  Channel  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland)  the  Country  was  free  and  open,  and  the  Cattle  grazed  in  the 

y  Doftor  Nichols’s  Conference  with  a  Theifl,  p.  ii.  p,  191.  Derham’s  Phyiico-Thsology,  * 
book  ii.  chap.  5.  Perry’s  State  of  Ruffia,  p.  76. 

*  W.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  England.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion.  Rkhardfon’s  State  of 
Europe. 

a  Ireland’s  natural  Hiftory,  by  Doftor  Gerard  Boate,  London,  1652,  8°.  chap,  xxi,  xxii,  xxiii. 
There  is  an  improved  Edition  of  this  Book  printed  in  Ireland. 

b  The  Political  Anatomy  of  Ireland,  p.  50. 

c  The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  City  and  County  of  Waterford,  by  Charles  Smith,  Dub¬ 
lin,  174b,  8°.  chap,  xiiiv 

Fields 
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Fields  as  ufual ;  which  he  attributes  to  the  warm  Vapours  of  the  Sea.  All 
Writers  agree,  that  Thunder  and  Lightning  are  very  rare  in  this  Country  j  and 
that  in  proportion  as  their  Bogs  are  drained,  and  the  Soil  cultivated,  the  Wea¬ 
ther  becomes  better,  and  their  Summer  drier,  agreeable  to  the  old  Remark  of 
Pliny  d.  The  County  of  Cornwall  agrees,  in  aU  refpedts,  very  much  with 
Ireland  ;  the  Winters  there  are  milder  than  in  mod:  Parts  of  England  j  Snow 
feldom  lies  upon  the  Ground ;  and  Myrtles  grow  in  the  open  Air,  without 
any  Inconvenience  e.  In  Pembrokefhire  the  Climate  is  alfo  remarkably  fine, 
and  their  Seafons  are  earlier  than  in  the  Inland  Counties.  Indeed  the  whole 
Weft  Coaft  of  Britain  correfponds,  in  point  of  Climate,  with  that  of  Ireland, 
except  that  it  is  not  quite  fo  moift,  as  the  Humidity  of  the  Vapours  muft  be 
in  fome  meafure  abated  in  their  PafTage  over  that  Country,  before  they  reach 
Britain. 

If  this  Reafoning  be  juft,  then  it  will  alfo  follow,  that  the  Northern  Parts 
of  Great  Britain  muft  be  iefs  cold  than  the  Southern,  the  Height  of  their 
Latitude  conftdered,  becaule  they  have  the  German  Ocean  between  them  and 
the  Continent ;  whereas  the  Southern  Parts  have  only  a  narrow  Strait.  As 
for  Inftance,  the  Space  between  Dover  and  Calais  is  but  feven  Leagues,  or  one 
and  twenty  Miles ;  from  the  North  Foreland  to  Flufhing  is  but  feventy-five 
Miles ;  and  from  Harwich  to  Helvoetfluys  no  more  than  ninety  Miles  5  but 
from  Newcaftle  to  the  neareft  Part  of  Jutland,  is  One  hundred  Leagues,  or 
Three  hundred  Miles ;  from  Edinburgh  it  is  ftill  more ;  but  farther  North 
the  Diftance  leftens,  fo  as  not  to  be  full  Two  hundred  Miles  removed  from 
Norway  f.  Let  us  fee  next  how  the  Cafe  ftands  in  point  of  Fadt.  The  Win¬ 
ter  of  1708  Was  one  of  the  moft  intenfe,  in  point  of  Cold,  that  had  been  felt 
in  the  Memory  of  Man  ;  and  we  have  a  very  large  Account  of  this  in  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfadtions,  publifhed  by  the  ingenious  and  accurate  Mr.  Derham, 
in  which  there  is  a  Letter  from  the  very  knowing  and  obferving  Doctor  Wil¬ 
liam  Nicholfon,  then  Bifhop  of  Carlifte,  in  which  he  fays,  that  he  had  fuffi- 
cient  Opportunity  to  obferve  the  Froft  and  Cold  being  more  intenfe  in  the 
Southern  Parts,  fo  that  his  Horfes  fcarce  trod  on  Snow  till  they  reached  the 
Confines  of  Yorkshire,  where  it  lay  pretty  thick  upon  the  Ground,  and  ftill 
deeper  as  they  came  farther  South  ;  neither  were  the  Rivers  or  Lakes  in  Cum¬ 
berland  or  Weftmoreland  frozen,  which  made  the  Swans  repair  thither  in  pro¬ 
digious  Numbers  g.  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  wrote  a  like  Account  from  Edin- 
burgh,  affirming  that  he  could  hear  of  no  extraordinary  Effects  of  the  cold 

Hift.  Nat.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  4. 

e  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall.  Do&or  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica.  Additions  to  Camden 
Richardfoiv’s  State  of  Europe,  book  iii.  p.  7,  8.  Heath’s  Account  of  Cornwall,  joined  to  that  of 
the  Scilly  Illands,  p.  307.. 

f  In  order  to  conceive  this  clearly,  fee  Senex’s  large  Map,  where  what  is  afferted  in  the  Text 
appears  to  the  Eye. 

S  Philofophical  Tranfaffions,  N0>  324,  where,  as  hinted  in  the  Text,  there  is  a  curious  and  accu¬ 
rate  Account  of  this  hard  Winter  by  the  ingenious  and  judicious  Mr.  W.  Derham. 


Seafon 
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Seafon  there ;  the  Winter  indeed  was  long,  beginning  early  in  O&ober,  and 
continuing  till  May,  and  a  great  deal  of  Snow  lay  upon  their  Southern  Hills, 
This  made  the  enfuing  Harveft  late,  but  it  was  very  plentiful  j  and  the  fame 
is  related  by  Mr.  Molineux  with  regard  to  Ireland  h. 


We  have  now  made  the  Tour  of  thefe  Iflands,  and,  by  Arguments  drawn 
from  Reafon,  and  confirmed  by  Experience,  have  eftablilhed  the  Propofition 
we  afterted ;  fo  that  perhaps  no  farther  Evidence  is,  ftridtly  fpeaking,  necefiary. 
But  to  leave  the  Matter  without  any  Shadow  of  Doubt,  and  that  the  Reader 
may  have  a  clearer  Idea  of  its  Importance,  let  us  obferve  that  the  Wand  of 
Newfoundland,  which  alfo  belongs  to  this  Crov/n,  lies  for  the  molt  Part  in  a 
lower  Latitude  than  Britain  ;  and  yet  the  rigorous  Cold  in  Winter,  and  the 
exceflive  Heats  in  Summer,  render  it  hardly  habitable  b  The  true  Reafon  of 
this  was  given  long  ago  to  the  great  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Vifcount  St.  Albans,  bv 
a  Perfon  who  had  carried  over  Settlers,  and  had  fpent  the  Winter  there  ;  he 
faid,  that  the  great  Caufe  of  Cold  in  Newfoundland,  was  the  very  fame  that 
produced  the  Warmth  of  the  Britilh  Wands,  that  is,  the  conftant  blowing  of 
the  Weft  Wind.  For  there,  continued  he,  it  blows  cold,  and  here  warm  ;  and 
he  added  very  pertinently,  that  if  the  Eaft  Wind  blew  as  long  here,  Bri¬ 
tain  would  be  then  as  cold  as  Newfoundland  is,  and  the  Climate  of  New- 
foundland  become  as  good  as  ours  k.  As  to  the  Country  of  New  Britain,  or 
Labradore,  to  which  this  Crown  has  alfo  an  indubitable  Title,  and  which 
receives  its  Name  from  its  lying  nearly  under  the  fame  Latitude  with  this 
Wand,  it  is  yet  colder,  and  more  inholpitable  than  Newfoundland ;  and  we 
know  not  whether  it  is  inhabited,  or  only  vifited  in  the  Summer  by  the  Elki- 
maux  Indians  b  Captain  James,  who  wintered  in  Hudfon’s  Bay,  and  who  has 
left  us  ftronger  Teftimonies  of  the  Power  of  Cold,  from  his  own  Experience, 
than  any  other  Writer  whatever,  allures  us  that  Charlton  Wand,  the  Place  in 
which  he  felt  this  terrible  Weather,  lay  in  the  fame  Degree  of  Latitude  with 
Cambridge,  and  that  the  South  Wind  was  the  moft  piercing,  which  with 
us  is  commonly  attended  with  Heat  We  will  add  only  one  Obiervation 
more,  which  is,  that  Cape  Horn,  where  the  Weather  in  their  Winter  Seafon, 
as  all  Navigators  agree,  is  exceffively  cold,  is  in  the  Latitude  of  fifty- five 
Degrees,  forty-five  Minutes  South  n,  whereas  Edinburgh  is  in  the  Latitude  of 

h  Sir  Robert’s  Letter  is  dated  November  the  5th,  1709. 

i  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert’s  Account  of  Newfoundland  in  Hackluyt’s  original  Edition,  p.  637. 
Purchas’s  Pilgrimage,  p.  .821.  Britilh  Empire  in  America,  vol.  i.  p.  15,  16,  ij.  Voyages  ail 
Nord,  tom.  iii.  p.  1. 

k  Bacon’s  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  308.  Shaw’s  Abridgment  of  Bacon,  vol.  iii.  p.  455,  456.  Boyle’s 
Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  352. 

1  Luyts,  Introdudf .  ad  Geograph,  feft.  v.  cap.  2.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  950.  Du  Bois, 
Geographic  moderne,  p.  iv.  cap.  5. 

,n  Captain  James’s  Voyage  for  the  difeovering  a  new  Paflage  to  the  South  Sea,  p.  59. 

n  Captain  Cowley’s  Voyage  round  the  World,  p.  6.  Wood’s  Account  of  Sir  John  Narbo- 
rough’s  Voyage,  chap.  i.  Frezier  Relation  du  Voyage  de  la  Mer  du  Sud,  p.  506,  507. 

.  Vol.  1.  '  K  fifty- 
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fifty -five  Degrees,  fifty-eight  Minutes  North ;  lb  that  we  may  truly  affirm, 
that  in  no  Part  of  the  World  could  thefe  Blands  have  been  fixed  in  l'o  advan¬ 
tageous  a  Temperature,  as  that  in  which  they  lie. 

As  the  Situation  of  the  Britilh  Ifles  is  inconteffibly  happy  in  regard  to  the 
Benefias  that  flow  from  thence  to  their  Inhabitants;  fo  this  Situation  will 
appear  to  the  full  as  admirable,  when  we  conlider  the  innumerable  Conveni- 
encies  that  likewife  arife  from  thence  in  refpeCt  to  Commerce.  The  Ocean 
and  the  World  lie  open  to  us  on  every  Side.  All  the  Northern  Kingdoms, 
the  great  Empire  of  Ruffia,  and  the  Countries  that  border  on  the  Baltic,  feem 
to  follicit  a  Correfpondence  with  the  Eaftern  Side  of  our  Bland  ;  while  for  the 
Trade  of  America  in  general,  nothing  can  lie  fairer,  Ireland  only  excepted, 
than  the  Weft  Coafts  of  Britain.  The  Bafis  of  this  Bland,  if  we  behold  it  as 
the  Ancients  did,  in  the  Form  of  a  Triangle,  is  very  commodioufly  feated  for 
Intercourfe  with  the  Southern  Parts  of  Europe,  and  all  the  Weftern  Side  of 
the  great  Continent  of  Africa.  The  Commerce  of  the  Mediterranean  is  in 
fome  degree  removed,  but  will  neverthelefs  continue  as  much  in  our  Power  as 
the  reft,  while  thofe  Ports  remain  to  Britain,  which  Ihe  obtained  at  fuch  immenfe- 
Expence  of  Blood  and  Treafure,  and  were  confirmed  to  her  by  the  Guaranty 
of  the  moft  refpeCtable  Powers  in  Europe.  In  reference  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Eaft  Indies,  we  certainly  lie  as  conveniently  as  any  other  Nation  ;  and  for  the- 
Space  of  about  a  Century  and  a  half  that  we  have  opened  our  Eyes  to  thefe 
Advantages,  Experience  has  juftified  all  that  Speculation  could  promife,  and  we 
have  gradually  become,  in  refpeCt  to  the  World  in  general,  fuch  a  naval  Power 
as  Tyre,  Crete,  and  Rhodes  were,  in  refpeCt  to  all  the  Countries  thoroughly 
peopled  and  known  in  earlier  Times.  But  with  all  the  Commerce  of  which, 
we  are  now  in  Pofleffion,  perhaps  we  have  a  Title  in  Reverfion  to  what  may- 
prove  of  equal  Value.  For  if  ever  a  Pafiage  ftiould  be  opened  to  the  North,, 
in  fuppofing  which  practicable,  from  many  Years  Confideration,  I  am  fully 
fatisfied  there  is  nothing  chimerical,  our  Voyages  to  Japan,  and  to  the  South- 
Seas,  would  be  as  fhort,  as  fafe,  and  incomparably  more  wholfome,  than  they’ 
are  at  prefent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  We  may  therefore  upon  the 
whole  conclude,  that,  as  far  as  the  Wifdom  of  Man  can  diftinguilh,  there  is 
no  Situation  fo  favourable  for  obtaining,  conducting,  or  preferving  univerfaL 
Commerce,  as  that  of  the  Britilh  Ifles  :  An  Aflertion  fo  bold,  and  which  wilt 
found  fo  difagreeable  in  the  Ears  of  fome  of  our  Neighbours,  that  I  fhoulcl 
have  been  very  cautious  in  making  it,  if  I  was  not  thoroughly  convinced,  that,, 
as  I  only  echo  what  Providence  has  pronounced,  the  glorious  Truth  muft  be 
even  by  them,  however  reluctantly,  if  not  confefted,  at  leaft  believed. 

But  all  thefe  Benefits,  great  and  numerous  as  they  are,,  receive  no  fmalll 
Acceffion  from  that  Security  which  is  alfo  the  Refult  of  our  Situation.  All; 
the  Parts  of  thefe  Blands  are  fo  fortunately  dk'pofed,  or  rather  fo  wifely  ordered; 
by  the  Hand  of  our  Creator,  that  they  can  very  ealily  fuccour  each,  other,  and. 
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by  the  mutual  Exertion  of  their  refpe&ive  Forces,  contribute  to  the  Defence 
of  the  whole.  As  an  Ifland,  we  have  no  need  of  a  Multitude  of  expenfive, 
and  fometimes  dangerous  Fortredes,  which,  in  Times  pad,  have  been  more 
dedrudtive  to  domeftic  Peace,  than  ufeful  againd  foreign  Invaders.  A  few 
drong  Places  upon  the  Coad,  large  and  commodious  Roads,  by  which  Suc¬ 
cours  may  arrive  with  Eafe  and  Expedition  from  all  Sides,  and  a  Multitude  of 
populous  Places  on,  and  near  the  Sea  Shore,  are  the  fecured  Means  of  repel¬ 
ling,  and  therefore  the  mod  likely  to  avert  Invalions.  But  befides  the  Nature 
of  our  own  Coads,  and  the  Pofition  of  thofe  of  our  Neighbours,  afford  us 
many  Advantages,  and  free  us  from  the  Apprehenfion  of  Surprize.  But,  after 
all,  our  naval  Force  is  our  principal,  mod  natural,  and  dronged  Guard.  A 
Force  that  has  arifen  from,  and  mud  be  always  maintained  by,  our  Commerce, 
which,  in  proportion  as  it  extends  itfeif,  will  improve  every  neglected  Spot  of 
our  Country,  augment  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  produce  other  bene¬ 
ficial  Confequences  that  will  continually  add  to  the  Power  that  mud  protect  us, 
and  which,  when  exerted  with  Vigour  and  Unanimity,  will,  with  the  Bleding 
of  God,  defend  us  from  the  Envy  of  our  Rivals,  and  the  Malice  of  our  Ene¬ 
mies  j  thofe  Enemies,  which  a  repining  Senfe  of  this  natural  and  national  Pro- 
fperity,  will  never  fail  to  provoke. 


CHAPTER  V. 

3T HE  peculiar  Felicity  of  Great  Britain ,  in  a  copious  Diftribution  of  excel¬ 
lent  Water  j  difinguiffed ,  in  this  refpeCi,  not  only  from  Countries  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  ,  but  alfo  from  many  Ifands :  let ,  with  all  this  Water,  little  expofed  to 
Inundations.  Our  Rains  equally  productive  of  Verdure  and  Fertility ,  being 
purer ,  and  more  impregnated  with  Salts ,  than  in  other  Countries.  The  differ¬ 
ent  Opinions  of  Philofophers  as  to  the  Origin  of  Springs ,  alike  favourable 
to  this  Argument.  The  various  Properties  of  Springs ,  demonfrate  a  propor¬ 
tionable  Variety  of  Soils.  The  Frequency  of  Springs  in  this  If  and,  proved  front 
Authorities,  and  an  Attempt  to  account  for  it.  Such  as  have  been  judged  won¬ 
derful  in  other  Countries ,  are  mofi  of  them  found  here.  Phis  Point  made  appa¬ 
rent  from  many  other  hiftances.  Salt  Springs  in  Jeveral  Counties  in  England. 
Phe  celebrated  Wiches  in  Chef  ire,  and  immenfe  Quantities  of  Salt  drawn  from 
them.  A  JuccinB  Account  of  the  Salt  Spri?igs  at  Droitwich ,  in  Worcefter- 
Jhire.  A  cojicife  Detail  of  the  Medicinal ,  and  Mineral  Waters,  in  South  Bri¬ 
tain.  Phe  Baths  which  are  in  this  Part  of  the  Ifland.  Meers  and  Lakes , 
their  Advantages  and  Inconveniencies.  Phe  mofl  confderable  Springs ,  Baths , 
and  Lakes ,  which  are  in  North  Britain.  Fountains  and  Lochs  remarkable  in 
Ireland.  Phe  Defects  and  Scantinejs  of  this  Jhort  Survey.  Remarks  on  the 
Utility  of  this  Plenty  and  happy  Dijlribution  of  Waters.  Conclufion. 
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AS  we  have  afcribed  the  fingular  Mildnefs  and  acknowleged  Pleafantnefs 
of  our  Climate,  to  the  warm  Vapours  continually  exhaled  from  the 
Ocean  that  furrounds  us ;  fo  to  the  fame  Caufe  we  mud  refer  that  amazing 
Abundance  of  frefh  and  wholfome  Water,  from  whence  the  Fertility  of  our 
Soil,  the  vivid  Ludre  of  our  Plains,  the  deeper  Tindture  of  our  Groves  and 
Foreds,  and  fo  many  other  valuable  Blefiings  proceed.  We  have  touched 
this  Subject  generally  in  the  lad  Chapter ;  but  our  Superiority  to  mod  other 
Countries,  in  this  reipedt,  is  too  remarkable,  though  perhaps  too  little  confi- 
dered,  their  Benefits  too  numerous,  and  their  Confequences  too  extenfive,  not 
to  deferve  a  more  particular  Confideration.  In  order  to  have  a  clear  Idea  of 
the  Importance  of  the  Subject,  we  need  only  recoiled:  what  has  been  already 
faid  of  the  Situation  of  the  Tartars,  who,  in  one  of  the  mod  extenfive,  and 
none  of  the  word  Countries  in  Europe  or  Afia,  were  originally  taught,  and 
are  dill  in  a  manner  continually  compelled,  to  purfue  the  wandering  kind  of 
Life  they  lead,  by  the  fparing  Didribution  of  Water  in  that  vad  Region  which 
they  inhabit  a.  The  Map  of  Africa  will  afford  us  a  convincing  Proof  of  the 
fame  thing,  where  the  Geography  of  a  large  Country,  and  the  Hidory  of  its 
Inhabitants,  are  very  frequently  comprifed  in  a  few  Lines ;  which  carry  in 
them  this  evident  Tedimony  of  Truth,  that,  had  it  been  otherwife,  and  thefe 
People  bleffed  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  Correfpondence;  in  the  Courfe  of 
Ages,  we  mud  have  heard  it  b.  In  Poland  again,  which  is  a  very  noble  King¬ 
dom,  and  derives  its  Name  from  the  Flatnefs  of  its  Surface,  Plofka,  in  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Natives,  fignifying  a  Champaign,  is  fo  dridlly  fuch,  that,  except 
on  their  Frontiers,  they  have  but  one  confiderable  Eminence,  which  is  called 
the  Bald  Mountain  c,  and  fear ce  any  River  that,  by  rifing  in,  and  pafiing  folely 
through  their  Territory,  can  be  properly  diled  their  own  j  which,  though  no 
Bar  to  the  Fertility  of  their  Soil,  and  a  kind  of  inelegant  Plenty,  is  the  effen- 
tial  Caufe  of  their  Want  of  Science,  Arts,  Commerce,  and  of  the  beneficial 
Confequences  that  neceffariLy  attend  them  d. 

But  it  may  be  perhaps  furmifed  that  we  poffefs  this  Privilege  only  in  com¬ 
mon  with  all  other  Jflands ;  which  however  is  not  fo,  fince,  in  this  relpedt, 
there  are  many  indifferently  provided,  and  fome,  through  the  Want  of  it,  very 
much  didreffed.  The  Bland  Lipara,  or  Lipari,  on  the  Coad  of  Sicily,  enjoys 
a  foft  Climate,  is  equally  pleafant  and  fruitful,  was  anciently  famous  for  its  hot 

a  Itinerar.  F.  Johan,  de  Plano  Carpini,  cap.  iii.  Anth.  Jenkinfon’s  Travels  in  Hackluyt’s  Cob 
leflion,  vol.  i.  p.  328.  Hiftoire  Genealogique  des  Tatars,  p.  48,  49. 

b  Confult  the  general  Hiftories  of  Africa,  or  rather  geographical  Defcriptions,  particularly  Dap¬ 
per’s  ;  and  Sanfon’s,  and  D’Lifle’s  Maps. 

c  Connor’s  Hillory  of  Poland,  vol.  i.  p.  216,  217.  D’AudifFret  Hifloire  et  Geographic  anci- 
enne  et  moderne,  tom.  i.  p.  404,  405.  La  Geographic  moderne  par  Du  Bois,  p.  457. 

d  Philip.  Cluvef.  Introduft.  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  cap.  23,  24.  Richardfon’s  State  of  Europe, 
book  x iv.  p.  44,45.  Buyts  Introdud.  ad  Geographiam,  §.  ii.  cap.  36. 
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Baths,  but,  except  thefe,  depends  upon  Rain,  and  Supplies  from  the  adjacent 
Iflands  for  Water  e.  The  greater  and  the  lelfer  Delos  have  but  one  Spring 
between  them  k  The  Ifland  of  Afcenfion,  though  of  great  Importance  from 
its  Situation,  remains  naked  and  uninhabited  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  St. 
Helena,  which  is  crouded  with  People,  from  the  very  fame  Defedt  g.  The 
Ifland  of  Marguerite,  Margaretaf,  Margaritta,  or,  as  fome  call  it,  Pearl  Ifland, 
in  South  America,  heretofore  famous  for  its  rich  Filhery,  fuffered  extremely 
from  the  fame  Caufe  h ;  and  the  noble,  fruitful,  and  opulent  Ifland  of  Cyprus, 
though  it  has  feveral  Streams  which  bear  the  Name  of  Rivers  in  the  Maps, 
yet  are  they,  properly  fpeaking,  rather  Torrents,  which  in  warm  Summers  are 
commonly  low,  and  fometimes  abfolutely  dry  k  In  the  Reign  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Conftantine  the  Great,  they  had  no  Rain  for  thirty- fix  Years;  by  which 
the  Country  was  burnt  up,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  depopulated  L  Thefe 
Inftances  are  fufficient  to  fhew  how  much,  in  this  Particular,  we  hand  indebted: 
to  Providence. 

In  the  midfl:  of  this  Abundance  of  Water,  which  is  of  fo  great  Confequence 
to  the  Health,  the  Eafe,  the  Commerce,  and  the  Delight,  as  well  as  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary  to  the  Subfiftence  of  Mankind,  we  are  little,  and  but  rarely,, 
expofed  to  any  of  thofe  dreadful  Inconveniendes  from  it,  which  are  equally 
frequent  and  dangerous  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Countries  upon  the  Con¬ 
tinent.  In  Germany,  the  Rhine,  the  Oder,  and  the  Maine,  often  overflow 
their  Banks ;  and  not  only  drown  the  adjacent  Country,  but  lay  large  Towns, - 
and  fometimes  Parts  of  Cities  under  Water,  to  the  great  Detriment  of  the; 
Inhabitants,  and  the  Lofs  of  many  Lives  k  In  like  manner  the  Southern 
Provinces  of  France  fuffer  by  the  fudden  Floods  of  the  Rhofne,  and  other 
Rivers,  as  fell  out  within  thefe  few  Years,  to  the  Lofs  of  Millions  m.  With- 
us  indeed,  fome  Accidents  happen  in  confequence  of  great  Rains  and  Land 
Floods but  they  are  Deluges  in  Miniature,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  before- 
mentioned  and  yet  we  may  learn  from  what  is  recorded  of  Cyprus,  and  the 
lad  Eflfedts  of  immenfe  Rains  there,  as  well  as  Droughts ;  or,  if  we  perufe  the 

e  Cicer.  Verrina,  iii.  Silius  Italicus,  lib.  xiv.  Luyts  IntrodinT.  ad  Geograph.  §.  ii.  cap.  19. 

f  Ifolario  di  Thomafo  Porchetti,  lib.  ii.  p.  77.  Voyage  du  Levant,  par  Tournefort,  tom.  i. 
Wheeler’s  Travels,  p.  62. 

s  Purchas’s  Pilgrims,  vol.  i.  lib.  iii.  p.  124.  Recueil  des  Voyages  qui  ont  fervir  a  l’Etablifle* 
ment  de  laCompagnie  des  Indes,  tom.  ii.  p.  255.  Navarette  Tratados  Hidoricos  de  la  Monarchia- 
de  China,  lib.  vi.  cap.  27.  Voyage  aux  Indes  Orientales,  par  Monk  Duquefne,  chap,  xlvii. 

h  Laet  Defcript.  Indiae  Occident,  lib.  xviii.  cap.  i.  p.  688.  De  Nieuwe  en  Onbekende  Wee- 
reldr  of  Befchryving  van  America  en  ’t  Zuid-land,  door  Arnoldus  Montanus,  p.  548.  Heylin’s 
Cofmography,  lib.  iv  p.  111-5. 

‘  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xiv.  Ifolario  di  Thomafo  Porcacchi,  lib.  ii.  p.  149.  Robbe  Methode 
pour  apprendre  la  Geographie,  lib.  iii.  chap.  1. 

k  Sandy’s  Travels,  lib.  iv.  p.  222.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,. lib.  iii.  p.  630. 

1  Varenii  Geograph,  univerfalis,  §.  iv.  cap.  16.  prop.  20.  Hidorical  Regider,  vol.  iii.  p.  2 6, 
Mercure  Hiflorique,  tom.  lxxvi,  p.  89,  and  the  Gazettes  during  the  Winter  of  1755. 
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befl:  Accounts  of  the  Ifland  of  Borneo  n,  we  fhall  find,  that  it  is  not  barely  our 
being  an  Ifland  exempts  us,  but  the  infinite  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  ot  the 
Supreme  Being,  who  hath  fo  diipofed  all  Things  in  this  happy  Country,  that 
none  enjoys  more  Advantages,  or  is  expofed  to  fewer  Inconveniencies  from 
ihis,  otherwife  at  lead  in  refpedt  to  Men,  indomitable  and  irrefiftible  Element, 

The  firft,  in  the  natural  Order  of  difcourfing  upon  Waters,  is  that  which 
.defcends  from  the  Firmament,  and  of  which  the  wifefl:  and  greatefl:  Men  have 
wifhed,  and  with  much  Reafon,  that  we  had  a  full  and  complete  philofophic 
Hiflory  Since  we  have  not,  and  it  is  very  uncertain  when  we  may,  I  think 
■it  neceflary,  or  at  lead  not  improper,  to  take  notice  of  fome  Points,  which 
Otherwife  I  fliould  not  have  mentioned.  In  certain  Countries,  as  particularly 
on  the  Coad  of  Pero,  it  does  not  rain  at  all,  but  the  Land  is  fupplied,  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  Climate  and  Situation,  with  Moidure  by  Dews  p.  In  other 
Countries  it  rains  but  feldom,  and  there,  in  fad:,  the  Land  is  diffidently  moid- 
ened  by  the  Redundance  of  Rain,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  the  melting  of 
Snows,  and  overflowing  of  Lakes  from  other  Countries  q.  Thus  the  annual 
Inundations  of  the  Niger  refrefh  the  parched  Plains  of  Africa  r -}  and  thus  the 
periodical  Overflowings  of  the  Nile,  afiided  by  the  Labour,  and  regulated  by 
the  Skill  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  fecure  Plenty  to  the  prefent  Inhabitants  of 
Egypt,  in  /pite  of  the  Idlenefs  and  Ignorance  in  which  they  live  s.  If  in 
this  Ifland  they  are  more  frequent,  and  more  copious,  than  in  many  others, 
we  ought  to  conclude  that  Nature  is  wife  and  generous,  but  not  profufe.  We 
/hall  be  clearly  informed,  and  thoroughly  convinced  of  this,  if  we  confider 
the  Subject  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  Attention.  The  far  greater  Part  of 
our  Rains,  .-as  we  have  fhewn  in  the  former  Chapter,  come  to  us  from  the 
Ocean,  and  in  that  refped  are  not  only  greater  in  Quantity,  as  being  derived 
from  fo  inexhaudible  a  Source  of  Vapours,  more  being  evaporated  from  thence 
in  frody,  than  are  exhaled  in  warm  Weather;  but  likewife  in  their  Nature; 
for,  exjplufive  of  their  being  warmer,  from  the  Caufes  that  have  been  before 
afiigned,  they  mud  be  likewife  purer  than  if  they  came  from  the  Land,  though 
at  the  fame  time  loaded  with  Oil,  Bitumen,  Sulphur,  Salts  of  various  Kinds, 
and  more  efpecially  Bittern  *.  This,  as  we  have  already  faid,  renders  them 
highly  indrumental  in  Vegetation,  and  is  the  great  Source  of  that  almodper- 

n  A  Voyage  to  and  from  the  Ifland  of  Borneo  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  Captain  Daniel  Beeckman, 
London,  *718,  8°. 

0  Shaw’s  Abridgment  of  Bacon,  vol.  iii.  p.  492. 

p  Frezier,  Relation  du  Voyage  de  la  Sud,  p.  369,  370.  Relacion  del  Viage  al  Reyno  del  Peru, 
por  D.  Jorge.  Juan,  lib.  i.  cap.  6. 

9  Hernandez  de  Oviedo  Hift.  Gen.  des  Indias,  lib.  ii.  cap.  9. 

r  Marmot.  Africa,  tom.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  17.  p.  53.  Plin.  Hid.  Nat.  lib.  v.  cap.  4.  P.  Labat, 
Nouvelle  Relation  de  AfFrique,  tom.  ii.  p.  161. 

s  Ariflides  in  oratione  A£gypt,  tom.  iii.  p.  615. 

1  Philofoph.  Tranfaft.  N°*  clxxxix.  Derham’s  Phyfico-Theology,  lib.  i'uchap.  5.  p.  48.  Varenii 
Geograph, _univerfalis,  §.  iv.  cap.  16. 
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petual  Verdure  with  which  thefe  Iflands  are  fo  Jaftingly  cloathed  n.  But, 
befides  thefe,  our  Rains  have  another  very  great  and  important  Quality,  which 
is,  that  from  this  Mixture  they  become  a  perfed:  Lixivium,  by  which  they  are 
enabled  to  melt  and  diffolve  whatever  Kind  of  Particles  they  have  Force 
enough  to  abrade  or  tear  away  w  j  and  hence,  as  we  fhall  prefently  fhew, 
they  become  polfelTed  of  fuch  a  Variety  of  Properties  x,  conducive  to  the  Suf- 
tenance,  Health,  and  Pleafure  of  Man  ^  Qualities  which,  though,  generally 
(peaking,  they  efcape  our  Senfes,  have  neverthelefs  fuch  remarkable,  as  well- 
as  apparent  Effe&s,  as  fufficiently  diftinguilh,  and  make  them  known  to  the 
Underftanding. 

There  have  been  very  different  Opinions  as  to  the  Origin  of  Springs > 
fome  have  afcribed  them  to  Vapour  and  grofs  Air,  condenfed  into  Water,  in' 
the  Caverns  of  the  Earth,  gliding  in  that  Form  through  very  fmall  Paffages,  till 
by  an  Accumulation  of  Weight  and  Bulk  they  enlarge  them  as  they  approach- 
the  Surface,  and  then  force  nn  Outlet  where  the  Cruft  is  thinneft  Y. 
Others  have  thought  that  there  is  a  Circulation  of  Water  through  the  Globe, 
in  fome  fuch  manner  as  of  Blood  through  the  human  Body,  fo  that  the  Waters 
of  the  Sea,  by  lubterraneous  Channels,  afcending  the  higheft  Hills,  as  we 
evidently  perceive  Moifture  is  fucked  through  a  Heap  of  Sand,  a  Sponge,  or 
a  Sugar-Loaf,  becoming  perfectly  frefh  by  this  Percolation,  break  forth  again 
on  the  Sides,  and,  as  they  can  accumulate  Strength,  direct  their  Courfe 
back  to  the  Parent  Deep  A  third  Opinion  attributes  the  Produtft  ion  of 
Springs  to  Rains,  which  very  frequently  fall  upon,  and  Vapours,  which  are  con¬ 
tinually  condenfed,  by  Hills  and  riling  Grounds,  into  which  foaking  deep, 
they  gradually  open  themfelves  Channels  through  fo  porous  a  Body  as  the 
Earth  commonly  is,  till  at  length,  by  their  collected  Weight,  they  make  their 
Way  through  the  Soil,  according  to  their  Strength,  and  either  burft  with  Vio¬ 
lence,  or  gently  ouze  out  and  trickle  down  its  Surface  a.  It  is  not  at  all 
neceffary  that  we  ftiould  enter  into  this  Controverfy,  lince  it  is  allowed,  even 
by  thofe  who  contend  that  Springs  come  from  the  Sea,  that  this  is  to  be  con¬ 
fined  only  to  thofe  that  are  perennial,  or  fuch.  as  always  flow,  and  that  tempo¬ 
rary  Fountains  may  very  probably  arife  from  condenfed  Vapours,  and  the  Fall 

u  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  N0,  cxxvii.  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  498,  499. 

w  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  519: — 522.  Mirffchenbroek’s  Elements  of  Natural  Philofophy, 
v-ol.  ii.  p.  247. 

x  01.  Rudbeck.  Atlantica,  p.  1281  Derham’s  Phyfico-'TheoIogy,  lib.  iii.  chap.  4. 

y  Ariftot.  Opera,  tom.  ii  Meteorol.  lib.  ii  cap.  13,  14,,  Kircher.  de  Arte  Magnetica,  lib.  iiii 
cap.  3.  Shaw’s  Abridgment  of  Bacon,  vol.  iii.  p.  559.-  Seealfo-Doffor  Woodward’s. Theory 
of  the  Earth. 

z  Senec.  QuaelL  Nat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  yv  Plot  Tentamen- Philofoph.  de  Origin.  Font..  Derham’s 
Phyfico-Theology,  book  ii.  chap.  3.. 

Varenii  Geograph,  univerf.  §.  iv.  cap.  16.  prop.  5,  Ray’s  Phyfico-Theological  Difcourfes, 
p.  90.  The  learned  and  judicious  Doftor  Halley’s  Difcourfe,  before  cited,  fets  this  Matter  in  the 
slearefr  Light,. 
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of  Rain ;  and  befides,  whatever  Way  they  are  produced,  the  Pofition  will 
hold  true,  that  the  Plenty  and  the  Quality  of  Springs  are  the  furefl  Indications 
of  the  Nature  and  Properties  of  the  Soils  through  which  they  pafs  b,  which 
is  the  Point  that  we  principally  infill  upon.  As  to  the  Frequency  of  Springs, 
we  may  venture  to  affirm,  without  Fear  of  meeting  with  Contradiction,  that 
they  are  no-where  more  common  than  in  the  Britilh  Iflands.  A  diligent  and 
learned  Writer  gives  us  a  remarkable  Inltanceof  this  at  Willowbridge  Park,  in 
.Staffordlhire,  where,  he  aflures  us,  there  are  not  fewer  than  fixty  Springs  within 
the  fmall  Space  of  twenty  Yards  fquare  c.  This  indeed  is  very  extraordinary  ; 
but  perhaps  it  is  not  lefs  fo,  that  there  is  hardly  any  confiderable  DiftriCt  in 
thefe  Illands,  where  they  are  fo  defective  as  to  create  even  a  fmall  Degree  of 
Diltrefs.  It  has  been  urged  againlt  the  Opinion  of  their  proceeding  from 
Rain  and  Vapours,  that  they  are  common  alike  in  Countries  where  there  are 
many  and  where  there  are  fewer  Eminences  ;  but  perhaps,  when  duly  weigh¬ 
ed,  this  Argument  will  not  prove  fo  much  as  it  feems  to  do  at  firlt  Sight.  For 
Countries  may  be  very  much  elevated  by  their  Situation,  though  they  do  not 
fwcll  apparently  into  Mountains,  fo  as  to  affeCl  the  Senfe  of  every  Spectator. 
For  the  Stour  and  the  Oufe  rife  both  in  Oxfordffiire  d,  the  former  at  SwalclifF, 
which,  after  a  long  Courfe,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Severn,  on  the  Welti  and 
the  other  at  Fritwell,  which,  after  running  through  Buckinghamlhire,  Bed- 
fordlhire,  Huntingdonlhire,  and  Cambridgeffiire,  falls  into  the  German  Ocean 
at  Lynn,  in  Norfolk  j  fo  that  on  both  Sides  there  mult  be  a  real  Declivity 
through  all  this  Space,  which  will  fufficiently  facilitate  the  breaking  out  of 
Springs ;  and  perhaps  it  is  to  this  Situation  and  Structure  of  our  Illand,  that 
their  Frequency  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing. 

The  Writers  of  Natural  Hiltory  mention  a  Variety  of  Springs  that,  from 
the  Particles  they  diffolve,  fullain,  or  abforb,  in  palling  through  the  Earth, 
are  diltinguilhed  by  remarkable  Properties.  Thus  both  Strabo  and  Pliny  e 
take  notice  of  certain  Fountains  in  the  Illand  of  Gades,  now  Cadiz,  in  Spain, 
which  had  a  Flux  and  Reflux  direCtly  contrary  to  that  of  the  Tides.  The 
very  fame  thing  has  been  obferved  in  a  Spring  at  Newton,  in  Glamorgan- 
fhire  fi  Authors  mention  a  Fountain  in  Galicia,  that  ebbs  and  flows  regularly 
as  the  Sea  does,  though  feventy  Leagues  from  its  Coalts  g.  The  like  is  obferved 
at  the  Village  of  Marfac  in  Perigord  h,  that  follows  the  Tides  of  the  Garonne, 

b  Vitruv.  lib.  viii.  cap.  i.  §.  5.  Varenii  Geograph,  univerf.  §.  4.  cap.  17.  Doctor  Blondel’s 
Difcourfe  on  the  Baths  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  incidentally  of  Baths  and  mineral  Springs  in 
general. 

c  Plot’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Stafford  (hire,  p.  61 — 103.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Staffordlhire. 
d  Plot’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Oxfordfhire,  chap.  ii.  §»  17. 
e  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  172.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  ii.  cap.  97 — 103. 
f  Camden’s  Britannia,  vol.  ii.  col.  737. 

*  Les  Delices  de  l’Efpagne  et  du  Portugal,  par  Don  Juan  Alvarez  de  Colmenar,  tom.  i.  p.  140, 
I4i.  Tour  through  Spain  and  Portugal,  by  Udal  ap  Rhys,  p.  28. 
h  Andr.  de  Chene  Antiq.  des  Villes  de  France,  p.  735,  736. 
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at  Bourdeaux.  In  Wales,  near  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Severn,  there  is  a 
Pool,  called  Linliguna,  which  fwallows  up  the  Water  of  the  Flood  Tides 
as  long  as  they  flow  (but  is  not  apparently  increafed  thereby) ;  yet  when  they 
begin  to  ebb,  then  the  Lake  begins  to  rife,  and  to  ejeft  the  Water  with  great 
Violence  on  all  Sides  over  its  Banks  b  Lay  well,  near  Torbay,  ebbs  and  flows 
very  often  in  an  Hour,  fometimes  flxteen,  Sometimes  twenty  times  k.  At  Gig- 
glefwick,  in  Craven,  which  is  a  Diftridt  in  Yorkshire,  there  are  feveral  fmall 
Springs,  the  middlemoSt  of  which  ebbs  and  flows  four  times  in  an  Flour.  The 
famous  Zirchnitzer  Sea,  in  Carniola,  is  a  Curioflty  to  which  we  can  fhew 
nothing  equal  l.  Yet  fomething  like  it  appears  at  Gips,  upon  the  Woulds  in 
Yorkfliire,  where  there  are  Springs  which  rile  five  or  fix  Yards  in  Height,  and 
fall  into  the  Dales,  and  form- a  little  River  when  moft  other  Springs  are  dry  m. 
In  Guienne,  near  the  Church  of  St.  Jean  d’Angeli,  there  is  a  Lake,  that  hath 
next  to  no  Water  in  it  in  Winter,  but  abundance  in  Summer  n.  At  Lam- 
bourn,  in  Berklhire,  the  Springs,  from  which  flow  a  little  Stream,  called  Lam- 
bourn  River,  fail  about  the  Middle  of  September;  but,  about  February,  they 
return,  and  remain  high  all  the  Summer  *.  It  was  obferved,  as  a  thing  very 
extraordinary,  that  they  were  rather  higher  than  ufual  in  the  great  Drought 
of  1 68  i  p.  At  Claydon,  in  Oxfordshire,  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Town, 
there  is  a  fmall  Spring,  that  rifes  in  the  Street,  which  runs  all  the  Year,  but  is 
obferved  to  run  moft  in  dry  Weather.  The  like  at  Ewelme,  the  Springs  of 
which  are  low  in  Winter,  and  in  Summer  remarkably  high,  like  thole  of 
Lambourn  q. 

t 

There  is  a  Fountain  near  Grenoble,  in  Dauphine ;  another  near  Herman- 
ftadt,  in  Tranfylvania ;  a  third  near  Chermay,  a  Village  in  Switzerland;  a 
fourth  in  the  Canton  of  Friburg ;  and  a  fifth  not  far  from  Cracow,  in  Poland, 
the  Waters  of  which  take  fire,  and  burn  »*.  There  is  or  was  a  famous  Spring 
of  the  fame  Kind  near  Wigan,  in  Lancashire,  which,  upon  the  Approach  of  a 
lighted  Candle,  would  take  Fire,  and  burn  like  Spirits  of  Wine,  the  Flame 
continuing  fometimes  for  a  whole  Day  s.  Another,  more  Angular,  was  difco- 

*  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

k  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  vol.  xvii.  p.  908 — 91 1 .  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  1 57. 

1  Travels  of  Doftor  Edward  Brown  in  divers  Parts  of  Europe,  p.  80,  81,  Edit.  1685. 

m  England  defcribed  by  Edward  Leigh  in  Yorkfhire,  p.  219. 

n  Andre  Du  Chene,  Antiquitez  des  Villes  de  France,  p.  729. 

0  Alhmole’s  Antiquities  of  Berklhire,  vol.  ii.  p.  244.  Sylvefler’s  Tranflation  of  Du  Bartas, 
the  third  Day  of  the  find  Week,  p.  55.  See  all'o  a  very  fenfible  Account  of  the  Caufe  of  this, 
and  other  Springs  of  the  like  Kind,  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xiii.  p.  585. 

p  Plot’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Staffordlhire,  chap.  ii.  §.  46. 

H  Plot’s  Natural  Hiifory  of  Oxfordlhiie,  p.  29. 

r  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  France,  par  Monf.  Piganiol  de  la  Force,  tom.  iii.  p.  240,  241. 
Philofophical  T ranfatt  ions,  N0,  clxxii.  p.  1036. 

s  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  N°-  xxvi.  p.  482,  483.  Mr.  Blunden’s  O^feivations  relating  to 
Lancalhire. 
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vered  in  17  n  at  Brofeiey,  near  Wenlock,  in  Shropfhire,  which  had  an  Iron 
Ciflern  placed  over  it,  with  a  Hole  in  the  Middle,  through  which  you  might 
fee  the  Water.  This  not  only  took  Fire,  but  burned  fo  brifkly  as  to  fhoot  up 
Flames  eighteen  or  twenty  Inches ;  fo  that  in  a  Kettle  of  Water  put  over  the 
Ciflern,  a  Joint  of  Meat  was  boiled  fooner  than  over  any  other  Fire  and  yet 
(as  is  all’o  obferved  at  the  Weil  near  Wigan),  the  Water  was  exceedingly  cold 
the  Moment  before  it  was  lighted,  and  the  Moment  after  that,  by  covering  the 
Well,  this  Fire  was  put  out.  After  l'ome  Years  this  Fountain  ceafed  burning,, 
but  in  1747  broke  out  again,  and  continued  till  1775,  when,  by  finking  a 
Coal  Pit  in  its  Neighbourhood,  it  was  totally  extinguifhed  t.  In  the  Province 
of  Las  Charcas,  in  Peru,  there  is  a  Fountain,  out  of  which  ilfues  a  confider- 
able  Current,  of  a  Colour  aimoft  as  red  as  Blood  u.  Near  Yeoville,  in  Somer- 
fetlbire,  there  is  a  Pool,  which  contains  Water  of  a  green  Colour,  luppofed  to 
receive  this  Tinbture  from  fome  latent  Veins  of  Vitriol  w.  At  Bafil  there  is  a 
Spring  of  a  bluifh  Colour  *.  At  Eglingham,  in  Northumberland,  there  is 
Water  comes  from  an  old  Drift,  formerly  made  to  drain  Coal  Pits,  which  has 
an  atramentous  Quality,  and  is  turned  as  black  as  common  Ink  by  an  Infufion 
of  Galls  7.  At  the  Foot  of  Mount  Zibba,  in  the  Duchy  of  Modena,  and 
at  Gabian,  in  the  Road  from  Montpellier  to  Beziers,  in  Languedoc,  there  are 
Springs,  the  Waters  of  which  are  mixed  with  Oil,  that  floats  upon  the  Surface, 
The  Inhabitants  take  care  to  feparate  this  bituminous  Matter,  by  firfl  putting 
the  Water  into  a  Barrel,  and  then  drawing  it  at  a  Tap  till  the  Oil  begins  to 
apppear,  when  they  flop  Of  this  Kind  there  is  a  very  remarkable  Spring 
at  a  Village  in  Shropfhire,  which  from  thence  derives  the  Name  of  Pitch- 
ford  a  ;  and  another,  much  celebrated  for  medicinal  Ufes,  at  Moffat,  in  the 
Shire  of  Annandale,  in  North  Britain  b.  There  are  feveral  Springs  in  France, 
and  in  other  Countries,  fuppofed  to  have  a  petrifying  Quality  c ;  of  this  Kind 
is  the  dropping  Well  at  Knarefborough,  in  Yorkfhire,  feveral  in  Scotland,  and 
in  Ireland,  and  one  near  Mendip  Hills,  in  Somerfetfhire  <h  It  is  reported  of 
thofe  Springs  in  France,  that  the  Waters  of  them  are  drank  without  any  viflble 


1  Philofophical  Tranfaikions,  N°*  ccexxxiv.  p.  475,  476,  See  alfoMr.  Perry’s  complete  Hikory 
of  this  Spring,  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xxv.  p.  302,  303. 
u  Frampton’s  Curiofities  from  the  new  found  World,  chap.  ix. 
w  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 
x  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  N0,  viii.  p.  135. 
y  Doftor  Jurin’s  Notes  upon  Varenius’s  Geography,  p.  386. 

z  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i,  p.  202,  396.  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  France,  par  la  Force,  tom.  iv< 


p,  1 1 . 

a  Camden’s  Britannia,  vol.  i.  p.  650.  Short’s  Hikory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  64. 
b  Roberti  Sibbaldi  Prodr.  Hid.  Nat.  Scot.  lib.  Leap.  10.  p.  24,  25. 

c  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  France,  par  la  Force,  tom.  v.  p.  3.14,.  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  L 
p.  183.  Tour  through  Spain  and  Portugal,  by  Udal  ap  Rhys,  p.  192. 

d  Short’s  Hikory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  105.  Camden’s  Britannia,  vol.  i.  p.  83.  Roberti 
Sibbaldi  Prodr.  Hik.  Nat.  Scot.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  p.  21,  The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County, 
of  Down,  chap,  viii p ^  1.65V 
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ill  Effects  e ;  and  the  fame  is  affirmed  of  thefe  fi  We  might  have  multiplied 
Inffances  under  every  Head,  and  our  Collections  would  enable  us  to  enume¬ 
rate  many  more  Singularities  of  a  like  nature,  if  thefe  were  not  abundantly 
fufficient  to  fupport  all  that  we  propofe  to  deduce  from  them,  which  is,  that 
as  their  refpeCtive  Properties,  of  what  Nature  foever  they  be,  are  accounted 
for,  from  the  Waters  being  impregnated  by  the  Particles  of  different  Soils 
through  which  they  pafs,  the  fame  Reafon  will  hold  with  refpeCl  to  ours,  and 
confequently  prove,  that  there  is  hardly  any  Kind  of  Soil,  even  in  the  moff 
diftant  Parts  of  the  Globe,  which  we  have  not,  or  at  leaff  fomething  that  is 
very  like  it,  in  thefe  Iflands. 

The  clear  and  convincing  Evidence  arifing  from  what  has  been,  and  will 
be  further  faid  in  this  Chapter,  in  refpeCt  to  the  vail  Variety  of  Soils  in  this 
liland,  joined  to  what  was  advanced  in  the  former,  as  to  the  Diverfity  of  our 
Climate,  affords  juft  Grounds  to  expeCt  that  many  things  may  be  produced 
here,  which  perhaps  would  not  fucceed  in  fome  Countries  very  near  us  upon 
the  Continent.  We  fhould  be  able  to  fpeak  with  more  Certainty  and  Preci- 
fion  to  this  Point,  if  we  had  any  accurate  and  diftind  Accounts  of  the  Trees, 
Shrubs,  Grain,  Herbs,  Flowers,  and  whatever  elfe  could  be  remarked,  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  thefe  extraordinary  Springs  in  foreign  Countries,  and  more 
elpecially  in  thofe  moff  remote  from  our  own  g.  In  order  to  explain  my  Meaning 
more  clearly,  to  juffify  the  Pains  I  have  taken,  and  to  render  it  certain,  this  is 
no  chimerical  Notion,  let  me  obferve,  that,  from  the  Refemblance  of  the 
Leaves  and  Roots  of  Oaks  and  Vegetables  about  Gifborough,  in  Yorkshire, 
to  thofe  about  Puteoli,  in  Italy,  and  the  Vicinity  of  a  medicinal  Spring,  the 
original  Owner  was  induced  to  look  for,  and  effablifh  thofe  valuable  Allom 
Works  in  its  Neighbourhood  K  I  will,  add,  that  an  ingenious  Correfpondent  of 
mine,  Mr.  Charlton,  of  Whitby,  informs  me,  that  what  the  Vulgar  call  Snake 
Stones,  and  the  Learned  Cornu-Ammonis,  and  many  other  fingular  Petrefac- 
tions,  the  Curious  in  thofe  Parts  attribute  to  the  penetrating  Effluvia  of 
Allom  ;  this  is  the  more  likely,  as  thefe  Stones  are  alfo  met  with  at  the  Allom 
Works  not  far  from  Rome,  at  thofe  near  Rochelle,  at  thofe  near  Lunenburgh, 
and  in  fome  Places  where  Allom  has  been  difcovered  in  Virginia  f  If  there¬ 
fore  the  fame  Kind  of  Soil  produces  nearly  the  fame  Sorts  of  Things  where- 
ever  it  is  found,  and  mineral,  and  other  extraordinary  Springs,  are  the  fureff 
Indications  of  like  Soils,  then  the  Prolecution  of  this  Inquiry  may  be  probably 
attended  with  fome  Advantages.  Let  us  now  return  to  the  Bufmefs  of  this 
Chapter.  But  before  we  quit  this  Subjed:  of  Springs,  their  great  Utility  and 
apparent  Benefit  to  thefe  Nations,  conftrains  us  to  infiff  more  particularly  on 

e  Hiftoire  de  l’Academie  Royal  des  Sciences,  A.  D.  1720. 

f  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  109,  1 10. 

g  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  75,  159.  Hook’s  Pollhumous  Works,  p.  285,  286,  287. 

li  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  587. 

1  Do&or  Johnfon’s  Notes,  relating  to  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Yorkfhire, 
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the  Brine,  or  Salt  Springs,  in  South  Britain,  which,  though  not  peculiar  to  this 
Illand,  are,  however,  in  the  Countries  on  the  Continent  (fome  few  excepted), 
far  from  being  common. 

There  are  fome  of  thefe  in  feveral  different  Counties  ;  and  perhaps,  upon 
a  due  Search,  others  alfo  might  be  dilcovered  in  many  more.  There  is  a  Salt 
Spring  at  Eaft  Chennock  k,  in  Somerl'etfhire,  about  twenty  Miles  from  the  Sea. 
Another  at  Leamington,  in  Warwickfhire,  very  near  the  River  Learn,  which, 
however,  is  but  weak  !.  Such  a  Spring  likewife  runs  into  the  River  Cherwell, 
in  Oxfordfhire  m  j  and  feveral  more  in  Weftmoreland,  and  Yorkfhire,  which  as 
they  are  but  poor,  and  in  moil  of  thefe  Countries  Fewel  being  fcarce,  or  dear, 
are  not  wrought,  but,  however,  ought  to  be  remembred.  At  Barrowdale, 
near  Grange,  three  Miles  from  Kef  wick,  in  Cumberland,  a  pretty  flrong  Spring 
rifes  in  a  Level,  near  a  Mofs,  fix  teen  Gallons  of  the  Waters  of  which  yield 
one  of  pure  Salt ;  which  is  the  more  remarkable,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
the  fame  Quantity  of  Salt  cannot  be  obtained  by  boiling  lefs  than  twenty- 
two  Gallons  of  the  Water  of  the  German  Ocean  n.  At  a  Place  called  Salt- 
water-haugh,  near  Butterby,  in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham,  there  are  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  Salt  Springs,  which  rife  in  the  midft  of  the  River  Weare,  for  the  Space 
of  about  forty  Yards  in  length,  and  ten  in  Breadth  ;  but  particularly  one  out 
of  a  Rock,  which  is  fo  ilrong,  that,  in  a  hot  Summer’s  Day,  the  Surface  will 
be  covered  with  a  pure  white  Salt0.  One  would  imagine  that  this  lingular 
Tender  of  Nature’s  Kindnefs  might  be  very  beneficially  improved  by  the 
Affiftance  of  Art.  At  Weflon,  in  Staffordfhire,  there  are  Brine  Pits  which 
afford  about  a  ninth  Part  of  very  fine  white  Salt.  There  are  others  at  Enfon 
St.  Thomas,  and  in  the  Parifh  of  Ingeftre,  but  fo  weak  that  they  are  not 
wrought}  though  it  is  believed  that,  by  boring,  ftronger  Springs  might  be 
found  in  the  Neighbourhood  p.  In  Lancafhire  there  are  feveral  Salt  Springs  q, 
but  (if  we  except  that  of  Barton,  which  is  as  rich  as  the  Spring  at  Northwich) 
by  no  means  fo  famous  as  thofe  of  Chefhire,  called  in  general  by  the  Name  of 
the  Wiches,  which  feems  to  be  of  Saxon  original,  though  the  Meaning  of 
the  Term  is  not  well  known 

Namptwicii,  upon  the  River  Weever,  has  a  noble  Spring  not  far  from  the 
River,  fo  rich,  that  it  yields  one-fixth  Part  of  pure  white  Salt s.  At  fix  Miles 

k  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  N°*  lvi.  p.  1 130. 

1  Camden’s  Britannia,  vol.  i.  col.  599.  Short’s  Hi flory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  87. 

*"  Plot’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Oxfordfhire,  chap.  ii.  §.  13. 

n  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  85. 

0  Philofophical  Tranfadlions,  N°‘  clxiii.  p.  72 6.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  1 6$*' 

p  Plot’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Staffordfhire,  chap.  ii.  §.  103,  112. 

*  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  85. 

'  Spelmanni  Gloffarium,  p.  571.  Lambard’s  Topographical  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  446. 

s  Doftor  Jackfon’s  curious  Account  of  the  Salt  Springs  at  Nantwich,  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions,  N°*  liii.  p.  10 
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Diflance  ftands  Northwich,  at  the  Confluence  of  the  Weever  and  the  Dan, 
where  the  Brine  is  ftill  richer  than  the  former,  flnce  they  obtain  fix  Ounces  of 
Salt  from  fixteen  Ounces  of  Water.  There  are,  even  at  this  Day,  fome  vifible 
Remains  of  a  Roman  Caufeway  between  thefe  two  Towns  *.  The  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Wales,  who,  before  that  Country  was  incorporated  into  England,  were 
fupplied  chiefly,  if  not  only,  with  that  neceflary  Commodity  from  thefe  two 
Towns,  called  the  former  Hellath  Wen,  and  the  latter  Hellath  Du,  i.  e.  the 
White  and  the  Black  Salt  Pit  u.  In  1670,  a  Rock  of  Salt  was  difcovered  at  a 
fmall  Diflance  from  Northwich,  which  has  been  fince  wrought  to  a  great 
Depth,  and  to  a  vaft  Extent,  fo  as  to  be  juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft 
Curiofities  in  England ;  and  it  is,  with  the  higheft  Probability,  believed,  that 
there  is  an  immenfe  Body  of  Foflil  Salt  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  under  this 
whole  Tradt  of  Country,  fince,  upon  boring,  Brine  Pits  have  been  found  in  many 
Places  on  both  Sides  of  the  River  W eever  w.  This  is  the  more  likely,  fince, 
at  Middle wich,  which  ftands  at  the  Confluence  of  the  Croke  and  the  Dan, 
there  are  Salt  Springs,  with  a  frefh  Brook  running  between  them  *.  The 
Brines  from  thefe  Pits  are  of  unequal  Strength,  but,  when  mixed,  they  com¬ 
monly  obtain  four  Ounces  of  Salt  from  a  Pound  of  Brine.  Experience  fhews 
that,  in  thefe  Springs,  the  Water  is  ftrongeft  neareft  the  Bottom,  richer  in  dry 
Weather  than  in  wet,  and  when  long  drawn  than  when  firft  wrought.  But 
thefe  are  no  Rules  in  refpedt  to  other  Salt  Springs,  fince  in  thofe  of  Franche 
Comte,  the  Brine  is  ftrongeft  in  wet  Weather  y.  There  are  divers  other 
Bodies  difiblved  -in  thefe  Brines  befidesSalt ;  in  fome  a  fulphureous  Subftance, 
which  fublimes,  as  the  Brine  heats,  a  Sort  of  dirty  Ocher,  which  difcolours 
the  Brine,  but,  if  fuffered  to  ftand,  fpeedily  fubfides ;  and,  in  moft  Brines,  a 
Kind  of  calcarious  Earth,  which  fettles  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Pans  The 
Size  of  thefe  Pans  is  not  always  the  fame,  but,  generally  fpeaking,  they  are  fo 
made  as  to  hold  about  Eight  hundred  Gallons.  They  refemble  in  Form  the 
Pans  ufed  for  Sea  Water,  are  of  confiderable  Length  and  Breadth,  but  very 
fhallow.  It  has  been  thought,  that  if  thefe  Pans  were  of  a  circular  Make,  it 
would  be,  in  many  refpedts,  more  advantageous,  as  well  as  more  convenient. 
But  the  beft  Salt  of  this  Kind  that  is  any-where  made  in  England,  is  at  Droit- 
wich,  anciently  Dyrtwich,  or  Dirtwich,  in  Worcefterfhire,  which  are  wrought 
only  from  Midfummer  to  Chriftmas;  not,  as  fome  have  imagined,  becaufe  the 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  460,461,  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  129.  Dodfor  Stuke^ 
ley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  54,  55. 

u  King’s  Vale  Royal  of  England,  p.  68.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  461. 

w  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  NMxvi.  p.  2015.  Dodtor  Stukcley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum, 

P-54-  ,  .  ' 

*  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  462.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  130. 

y  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  Franche  Comte,  p.  363.  According  to  their  Calculation,  the  Brine 
muft  yield  a  fifth  Part  pure  Salt,  or  it  is  not  worth  working. 

z  Dodtor  Jackfon’s  Account  before  cited.  Dodtor  Lifter’s  Obfervations  on  the  midland  Salt 
Springs,  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancaftiire,  p.  44. 
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Brine  then  fails,  but  that  the  Proprietors  may  keep  up  the  Market  a.  It 
appears  clearly  from  the  highed  Authority,  that  of  Doomefday  Book,  the 
Brine  Pits  here,  as  well  as  the  other  Wiches  in  Cheshire,  were  wrought,  and 
to  great  Advantage  too,  before  the  Norman  Conqued  b  5  which  confirms  the 
Opinion  the  bed  Antiquaries  have  entertained,  that,  as  well  as  for  many  others, 
fo  for  the  Difcovery  of  this  natural  Benefit,  we  dand  indebted  to  the  Romans. 
In  other  Places  they  make  ufe  of  Butter,  Blood,  Ale,  and  various  Kinds  of 
Seafonings,  as  they  call  them,  in  order  to  make  the  Salt  grain  properly ;  but 
here  they  ufe  only  the  Whites  of  Eggs,  and  thofe  alfo  but  in  very  fmall  Quanti¬ 
ties  <\  They  obtain  commonly  four  Ounces  of  Salt  from  a  Pound  of  Water  ; 
and  in  order  to  gain  fome  Idea  of  the  Value  of  thofe  Salt  Works,  we  fhali 
ohferve,  that,  if  we  have  been  rightly  informed  as  to  the  Medium  of  the 
Duty  at  Droitwich,  they  make  upwards  of  Two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
Bufhels  annually  Great  Improvements  have  been  made,  and  much  greater 
might  be  dill  made  in  the  Management  of  thefe  Works,  as  is  evident  from  a 
very  learned,  ingenious,  and  folid  Performance  upon  this  Subject,  than  which 
perhaps  there  is  not  any  thing  more  concife,  or  more  correct,  in  any  Language  <\ 

In  refpedl  to  the  Medicinal,  as  they  are  called,  from  their  EfFedts,  or  Mine¬ 
ral  Waters,  as  they  are  diled  from  their  Contents,  there  are  few  Countries  in 
Europe  that  can  boad  of  more  ;  and,  the  Compafs  of  our  Iflands  confidered, 
it  may  be,  very  few,  of  fo  many,  fo  falutary,  and  the  Virtues  of  which  have 
been  fo  well  eftablifhed,  not  from  vulgar  Experience  only,  but  from  the  repeated 
Examinations  of  the  mod:  Ikilful  Phylicians.  We  may  rationally  attribute  the 
uncommon  Frequency  of  thefe  healing  Springs,  to  the  lixivious  Quality  of  our 
Rain  Water,  for  which  we  have  already  accounted  j  to  the  Variety  of  rich  Soils, 
with  the  Spoils  of  which,  from  their  Property  of  diffolving,  they  mud  be 
fraught ;  and  the  wonderful  and  inimitable  Chemidry  of  Nature,  by  which 
they  are  fo  happily  impregnated  as  to  become  the  eafed,  lured,  and  mod 
acceptable  Remedies  of  the  mod  grievous,  and  of  fome,  which  otherwife 
might  prove  incurable  Difeafes  f  If  we  daould  attempt  fo  much  as  to  enu- 

*  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  433.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  1 1 5,  116.  Lambard’s  Topo¬ 
graphical  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  446. 

b  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  433.  Mr.  Squire’s  Tranfcript  of  Doomfday  Book  at  the  Clofe  of  Sir 
P.  Leicefter’s  Hiftory  of  Che(hire,  p.  427.  Dodlor  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  54. 

c  Dodlor  Thomas  Raftell’s  accurate  Account  of  the  Droitwich  Salt  Springs,  in  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfadlions,  NJ*  cxlii.  p.  1059. 

d  From  private  Information. 

c  This  excellent  Piece  is  intitled,  “  The  Art  of  making  common  Salt,  as  now  pradlifed  in  molt 
“  Parts  of  the  World,  with  feveral  Improvements  propofed  in  that  Art  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Britifh. 
“  Dominions,  by  William  Brownrigg,  M.  D.  F.  R  S.  London,  1748,  8°.” 

f  Boyle’s  Heads  for  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  in  the  fourth  Volume  of  his  Works, 
and  in  the  third  of  Dodlor  Shaw’s  Abridgment.  Martini  Lifteri  Exercitationes  duo  deFontibus 
medieatis  Angliae.  Dodlor  Beal’s  Obfervations  in  the  Tranfadlions.  Dodlor  Allen’s  Preface  to 
his  Natural  Hiftory.  Dodlor  Shaw’s  Tranflation  of  Hoffman’s  Treatife,  and  his  own  Dilfertation 
on  the  fame  Subjedl.  * 
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merate  thefe,  it  would  require  a  moderate  Volume.  But,  in  Support  of  this 
Affertion,  to  mention  a  few  of  the  mod;  celebrated,  and  in  different  Parts  of 
thefe  Illands,  feems  to  fall  within  the  Bounds  of  our  Defign,  and  of  confe- 
quence  to  become  our  Duty. 

In  England  there  are,  Adton  g,  in  Middlefex,  a  purging  Water.  Ailwefton, 
or  Hailwefton,  in  Huntingdonfhire,  enjoys  the  Benefit  of  two  Springs,  one 
brackifhj  found  to  be  very  efficacious  in  all  cutaneous  Difeafes  h ;  the  other 
frefh,  and  very  ferviceable  in  the  Recovery  of  weak  Eyes  k  Aftrope  Wells, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  which  have  been,  for  many  chronic  Difeafes,  in  great 
Efteem  for  above  fourfcore  Years  k.  Barnet,  in  Hertfordfhire,  a  purging  Water,, 
formerly,  when  fewer  of  thefe  falubrious  Springs  were  known,  as  a  very  gen¬ 
tle  and  fafe  Chalybeate,  defervedly  in  great  Efieem  k  Benthal,  near  Wenlock, 
in  Shropfhire,  an  excellent  chalybeate  Spring  m.  Brifiol  hot  Wells,  in  Somer- 
fetdiire,  fo  much,  and  fo  juftly,  celebrated  for  innumerable  Cures  n.  At 
Brockhole,  near  Prefton,  in  Lancafhire  there  are  two  chalybeate  Springs, 
the  upper  and  lower  ;  the  latter  efpecially  much  commended.  Buxton  Wells,, 
in  Derbyfhire  p ;  Cheltenham,  in  Gloucefterfhire  q,  at  prefent  in  very  high 
Repute.  At  Comnor,  or  Cumner,  in  Berkfhire,  there  is  a  very  wholfome 
purging  Spring,  the  Waters  of  which  are  fent  twice  a  Week  to  Oxford,  where 
they  are  in  good  Credit  r.  Croft,  in  Yorkdiire,  on  the  Borders  of  the  Bifhop- 
rick  of  Durham,  of  the  fame  Nature  s,  and  little  inferior  to  thofe  of  Harri- 
gate.  Clifton,  near  Dedington,  in  Oxfordfhire,  within  a  few  Yards  of  the 
River  Charwell,  Paid  to  contain  the  mod;  of  an  alkaline  Salt  of  any  Spring  in 
England  At  Doefield,  in  Derbyfhire,  there  are  four  chalybeate  Springs,  that 
rife  within  a  fmall  Diftance  of  each  other  u.  Dulwich,  in  Kent,  has  been 
famous,  for  more  than  a  Century,  for  a  purging  Spring,  which  has  performed 
great  Cures  in  fcrophulous,  fcorbutick,  paralytick,  and  other  ffubborn  Difeafes. 

%  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  246.  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters- 
in  England,  p.  12 7.  Hoffman’s  Treatife  on  Mineral  Waters,  p,  82. 

h  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  366. 

*  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  107. 

k  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  45. 

1  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  247.  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters 
in  England,  p.  149.  Chauncey’s  Hiflory  of  Hertfordfhire,  p.  6. 

m  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  39. 

*  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p,  36.  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiflory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  239. 

®  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  39. 

p  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.421.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  112.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium 
Curiofum,  p.  53.  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  37 - 43. 

s  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  77. 

1  Afhmole’s  Hiflory  and  Antiquities  of  Berkfhire,  vol,  i.  p.  143.  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral 
Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  80. 

5' Ibid.  P.  i.  p.  299. 

*  Plot’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Oxfordfhire,  chap.  ii.  §.  40— —43.  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral- 
Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  81. 

B  Ibid.  P.  i.  p.  276,  277. 
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There  is  a  new  Spring,  with  the  fame  Qualities,  lately  difcovered  on  this  Side  of 
Dulwich,  and  much  efteemed.  Epfom,  or  Ebbefham,  in  Surry,  which  was 
found  in  1630,  fuppofed  by  fome  (though,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  this  is  a 
Miftake)  to  be  the  firft  purging  W ater  difcovered  in  England  w.  In  a  marfhy 
Meadow,  called  Fifh-pooi  Flat,  near  Wirkfworth,  in  Derbyfhire,  fprings  a  Cha¬ 
lybeate  little  known,  highly  commended,  efteemed  the  only  one  of  its  Kind, 
and  much  refembling  Pyrmont  Water  x.  At  Grantham,  in  Lincolnfhire,  there 
is  a  pleafant  chalybeate  Spring,  which  might  be  alfo  beneficially  ufed  as 
a  Cold  Bath  y.  At  Guile  Thwait,  or  Gillfoot,  near  Rotheram,  in  Yorkfhire,  is  a 
Spring  famous  for  reftoring  the  Ufe  of  their  Limbs,  to  fuch  as  have  loft  them 
by  working  in  Metals  *.  Hamftead  Spaw,  though  not  mentioned  by  Dodtor 
Allen,  or  indeed  by  any  other  eminent  Author,  was  once  in  very  great  Credit, 
upon  the  Recommendation  of  Doctor  Gibbons,  who  thought  it  not  inferior  to 
any  of  our  chalybeate  Springs,  and  coming  very  near  to  Pyrmont  in  the  Qua¬ 
lity  of  its  Waters.  The  Reputation  of  the  Spring  did  not  long  furvive  its 
Patron  ;  10  powerful  is  Fafhion  as  to  a  Point,  in  which,  of  all  others,  Fafhion 
ought  to  have  no  Influence.  In  vain  the  ingenious  Doctor  Soame  laboured  to 
retrieve  their  Fame ;  and  yet  the  bed  Judges  of  this  Subject  have  allowed 
there  was  Merit  in  his  Performance,  and  that  thefe  Waters  are  really  excellent 
in  their  Kind,  and  retain  their  mineral  Spirit  furprizingly.  At  Iflington,  in 
Middlefex  a,  highly  commended  on  his  own  Knowlege,  and  from  his  own 
Experience,  by  a  very  learned  and  candid  Phyfician.  At  Kedledon,  in  Der¬ 
byfhire,  in  the  Middle  of  the  Park  belonging  to  Sir  Nathaniel  Curzon,  rifes  an 
excellent  Spring,  which  has  performed  amazing  Cures  in  fcrophulous  Cafes, 
Lamenefs,  White  Swellings,  weak  Joints,  and  Worms,  though  of  an  unplea- 
fant  Scent  k. 

At  Knarefborough,  in  Yorkfhire,  there  are  many  admirable  Springs,  the 

Virtues  of  which  have  been  celebrated  by  many  able  Writers.  They  are 

better  known  at  prefent  by  the  Name  of  Harrigate,  which  is  but  two  Miles 

diftant,  and  near  which  one  of  the  principal  Springs  lies.  They  are  faid  to 

have  been  difcovered  in  1571,  and  are  dill  in  as  great  Credit  as  ever  c.  In 

the  Parifh  of  Lambeth,  in  the  County  of  Surry,  there  are  two  purging  Springs, 

diled  from  the  adjacent  Fields,  St.  George’s  Spaw  3  and  from  a  Public  Houfe 
♦ 

w  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Aubrey’s  Antiquities  of  Surry,  vol.  ii.  p.  190,  19 1. 
Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  in  England,  p.  122. 

*  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  276. 

y  Idem.  ibid.  p.  278. 

z  Idem.  ibid.  p.  269. 

a  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  in  England,  p.  27.  Mortoni 
Phthifiolog.  lib.  ii.  cap.  2.  Hoffman  on  Mineral  Waters,  tranflated  by  Shaw,  p.  142. 

b  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  305. 

c  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  in  England,  p.  19.  Hoffman  on 
Mineral  Waters,  tranflated  by  Shaw,  p.  55.  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  236, 
242,  246,  259,  286.  Additions  to  Camden. 
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in  the  Neighbourhood,  the  Dog  and  Duck  Water,  the  Virtues  of  which,  long 
ago  difcovered  and  experienced,  but,  as  happens  very  frequently  in  Things  of 
this  Kind,  in  fome  Degree  forgot,  till  of  late  Years  revived  and  applauded,  from 
having  been  as  ffii&ly  examined,  and  confequently  their  Nature  and  Efficacy  as 
thoroughly  afcertained,  as  perhaps  any  in  this  Ifland  d.  They  are  excellent  for 
cutaneous  Foulneffes,  and  fcrophuious  Difeafes ;  have  been  affirmed  to  cure, 
but  are  certainly  known  to  retard,  the  Progrefs  of  a  Cancer  e.  Latham  Spaw, 
in  Lancaffiire,  was  formerly  called  Maudlin  Well,  and  has  been  famous  for 
near  a  Century,  being  celebrated  for  the  Cure  of  the  Dropfy,  Gravel,  Stone, 
Scurvy,  and  Worms  f  Lincomb  Water,  near  Bath,  in  Somerfetffiire,  dilco- 
vered  lately,  but  is  thought  to  have  fome  peculiar  Virtues  in  refpedt  to  a  Stran¬ 
gury,  fcrophuious  Cafes,  and  White  Swellings  g.  At  the  Well;  End  of  the 
Town  of  New  Malton,  in  Yorkffiire,  rifes  a  Spring,  which  has  been,  by  the 
heft  Judges,  allowed  to  come  the  neareft  to  the  German  Spaw  of  any  of  our 
Engliffi  Waters ;  and  is  alfo  found,  by  Experience,  to  retain  its  Virtues,  and 
hear  Carriage  better,  than  mod  of  its  Kind  h.  We  ought  therefore  to  try  whe¬ 
ther,  by  exporting  this  celebrated  Water,  the  Virtue  of  which  would  quickly 
recommend  it  in  any  Country,  we  might  not  be  able  to  ballance  the  Account 
for  Spaw,  Pyrmont,  and  other  foreign  Mineral  Waters,  to  which  we  have 
done  fo  much  Juffice  and  Honour  here.  On  Malvern  Hills,  which  divide  W or~ 
cefterffiire  from  Herefordffiire,  there  are  feveral  medicinal,  though  not  mine¬ 
ral  Springs,  which,  through  a  long  Courfe  of  Years  (indeed  longer  than  moft 
Mineral  Waters),  have  been  famous  for  healing  cutaneous  Eruptions,  obffinate 
old  Sores,  Warts,  Tetters,  and  for  {Lengthening  the  Eyes  h  it  was  long  lince 
very  carefully  obferved,  and  perhaps  ought  foil  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
Virtues  of  thefe  Springs,  though  held  not  to  be  mineral,  are  ffiongeft  and  moffi 
efficacious  in  dry  Summers  K  At  Maudfley,  near  Prefton,  in  Lancaffiire,  there 
is  a  Spring,  approaching  clofely  in  its  Virtues  to  the  Harrigate  Water $  and 
thefe  Virtues  are  faid  to  have  .been  firil  difcovered  by  the  Obfervation  of  the 
Country  People,  that  Pigeons  reforted  thither,  in  great  Flocks,  to  pick  up  the 
candied  Salt  on  the  Margin  of  the  Fountain  in  very  hot  Summers  k 

4  Allen's  Natural  Hiltory  of  the  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  of  England,  p.  138 - 143. 

e  Dodtor  Hales’s  accurate  Obfervations  on  thefe  Waters,  in  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  N0,  493. 

f  Dodtor  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiltory  of  Lancafhire,p.  34.  Dodtor  Borlafe,  in  his  Treatife,  intitled 
Latham  Spaw,  publilhed  in  1670.  Short’s  Hiltory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  34,  35. 

g  An  Inquiry  into  the  Contents  and  medicinal  Virtues  of  Lincomb  Spaw  Water  near  Bath,  by 
W.  Hilliary,  M.  D.  1742. 

h  Simpfoni  Hydrologia  Chemica,  p.  134,  135.  Martini  Lilteri  de  Fontibus  medicatis  Anglic 
Exercitationes,  p.  32.  King’s  Malton  Spaw.  Short’s  Hiltory  of  Mineral  Waters,  vol.  i. 
p.  .196 — 210. 

*  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  v.  p.  464.  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  N°*  xix.  p.  358,  359. 

k  Dodtor  John  Beale’s  Obfervations,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  N0,  lvii.  p.  1161. 

1  Leigh  de  medicatis  Fontibus  in  Agro  Lancalt.  p.  126.  Short’s  Hiltory  of  Mineral  Waters, 
yol.  ii.  p.  68,  69. 
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Nevile  Holt,  in  Leicederfhire,  on  the  Borders  of  Northamptonfhire 
and  Rutland,  derives  its  Name  from  the  noble  Family  of  Nevile,  by  whom  it 
was  long  podefled  m.  The  Spring,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  only  one  of 
its  Kind  in  Britain  ”,  was  accidentally  difcovered,  in  the  Year  1728,  by  a  Far¬ 
mer,  who  thought  to  have  made  a  Pond  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Cattle  -y  but  as  they 
could  not  be  brought,  by  any  means,  to  drink  the  Waters  in  it,  they  remained 
about  two  Years  longer  before  they  were  confidered  in  a  medicinal  Light ;  in 
which,  however,  they  were  no  fooner  conddered,  than  the  fpeedy  and  fur- 
prizing  Cures  they  made,  in  fome  of  the  mod:  dubborn  Diforders,  rendered 
Holt  Springs  very  famous  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and,  quickly  after,  through 
the  whole  Kingdom.  The  bed:  Judges,  and  thofe  who  have  been  mod  con- 
verfant  with  Mineral  Waters,  agree  in  treating  them  as  equally  lingular  and 
powerful.  Applied  externally,  they  cure  mod  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes,  heal  frelh 
Wounds  fuddenly,  cleanfe  and  dry  up  old  ones.  Taken  inwardly,  they  have 
done  Wonders,  not  only  in  redoring  Appetite,  and  removing  all  Symptoms  of 
the  Scurvy,  but  in  curing  the  Rheumatifm,  Stone,  and  Gout.  In  the  Bloody 
Flux,  fpitting  of  Blood,  and  other  Didempers  of  that  Kind,  they  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  fuccelsful ;  and  Nevile  Holt  is,  in  Ihort,  one  of  the  nobled  mineral 
Springs  we  have  to  boad.  Newnham  Regis,  or  King’s  Newnham,  in  War¬ 
wickshire,  five  Miles  from  Coventry,  has  three  beautiful  and  celebrated  Springs, 
alike  commended  for  external  Application,  as  Vulneraries  ;  and  for  performing 
great  Cures  in  the  Stone,  and  other  Didempers,  inwardly  taken  p.  Thefe 
Waters  may  difpute,  in  point  of  Antiquity,  with  mod  q ;  and  honed  John 
Speed  tells  us,  they  have  a  petrefying  Quality,  as  himfelf  obferved  in  certain 
Twigs,  that  were  Part  of  them  Afh,  and  Part  become  Stone.  He  likewife 
adds,  that  being  drank  with  Salt,  they  are  laxative ;  but  that,  if  Sugar  be  put 
into  them,  they  bind  r.  They  dill  keep  up  their  Reputation  in  the  Country, 
more  efpecially  for  green  and  old  Wounds ;  from  the  Cure  of  which  they  fird 
became  famous.  North  Hall,  in  Hertfordfhire  s,  is  of  the  fame  Nature  with 
Epfom  Water,  but  not  half  fo  naufeous,  or  fo  powerful  L 

At  Queen’s  Camel,  in  Somerfetfhire,  there  is  a  very  remarkable  Spring, 
exceedingly  cold  to  the  Touch,  and  very  offenfive  to  the  Smell  u.  It  does  not 

m  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Mountains  behind  Holt  contain  Minerals  of  feveral  Kinds.. 

n  Doftor  Short’s  Treatife  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  57. 

0  A  Difcourfe  of  the  Virtues  and  Ufes  of  Nevile  Holt  Water,  London,  1742,  8°. 

p  Short’s  Treatife  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  41. 

q  A  brief  Difcourfe  of  certain  Baths,  or  medicinal  Waters,  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  near 
Unto  a  certain  Village,  called  Newnham  Regis,  by  Walter  Bailey,  London,  1582.  He  was  Phyfic- 
Profeffor  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford. 

r  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  53.  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiflory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  21. 

*  Chauncey’s  Hiflory  of  Hertfordfhire,  p.  6. 

*  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  the  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  in  England,  p.  174. 
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appear  to  be  in  any  great  Credit  with  the  Learned ;  but  the  Experience  of  the 
Country,  which  is  good  Evidence  in  thefe  Cafes,  declares  it  generally  effica¬ 
cious  in  the  King’s  Evil.  Rougham  Springs,  about  three  Miles  from  Cart- 
mall,  in  Lancaffiire  w,  rife  from  the  Bottom  of  a  rocky  Mountain,  affording 
both  Marble  and  Limeftone,  and  on  its  Surface  producing  Samphire,  and  other 
maritime  Plants.  Thefe  Springs  front  towards  the  Weft,  and  are  chiefly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  marine  and  Bittern  Salt.  They  have  very  good  Effects  in  the  Gravel, 
Stone,  and  Scurvy ;  as  alfo  in  the  Jaundice,  and  Quartan  Agues;  and  are  looked 
upon  as  a  certain  Remedy  for  Worms  *.  Scarborough  Spaw,  in  Yorkfhire  y, 
is  fo  well  known,  fo  much  efteemed,  and  has  already  exercifed  fo  many  able 
Pens  in  difplaying  its  Virtues,  that  barely  to  mention  it  is  all  that  comes  within 
my  Defign  *.  Stoke,  or  Jeflop’s  Well,  is  a  very  remarkable  Spring,  not  long 
fince  difcovered,  in  Stoke  Common,  about  three  Miles  from  Claremont,  in  the 
County  of  Surry  a.  It  is  confidered  as  a  nitrous  purging  Water,  and  fuperior 
to  any  other  of  the  Kind,  that  has  been  difcovered  in  this  Part  of  the  World. 

In  a  Field  lying  Eaft  from  the  Green  at  Streatham,  another  Village  in  the 
fame  County  of  Surry,  medicinal  Springs  were  difcovered  near  a  Century  ago, 
though  they  were  not  drank  before  1670  L  At  that  Time  they  were  judged 
more  purgative  than  Epfom  Waters :  They  were  long,  and  are  ftill,  in  great 
Repute ;  but  in  thefe  Things  Humour,  and  the  reigning  Whim,  do  more 
than  Reafon  or  Obfervation.  Experience  has  fhewn,  that  thefe  Waters  are 
very  efficacious  in  deftroying  Worms,  and  may  therefore  not  be  improper  in 
Cafes  where  People  are  much  emaciated,  without  the  Symptoms  that  com¬ 
monly  attend  a  Confumption  ;  they  are  alfo  much  efteemed  for  ftrengthening 
the  Eye-fight.  I  call  them  Springs,  for  there  were  originally  three,  and  the 
middle  one  wrought  as  an  Emetic  <\  In  thofe  that  are  commonly  called 
Sun  Tavern  Fields,  on  the  other  Side  the  Tower  of  London,  in  the  County  of 
Middlefex,  there  is  a  mineral  Spring  of  a  very  lingular  Kind,  which,  from  its 
lying  in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Paul’s,  Shadwell,  is  commonly  called  Shadwell 
Water  d.  It  is  very  powerful  in  outward  Applications,  in  the  Cure  of  moft 
cutaneous  Diftempers,  being  both  outwardly  and  inwardly  ufed ;  has  been 
thought  a  Specific  for  the  Scurvy,  and  even  for  the  Leprofy.  It  became 

w  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  54,  55.  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Lancafhire  and 
’Chefhire,  p.  45. 

x  Leigh  Tentam.  de  Fontibus  medicatis  in  Agro  Lancaflr.  p.  123. 

y  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  in  England,  p.  151  — 157.  Short’s 
Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  112 — 195. 

x  Doctors  Witty,  Simpfon,  Highmore,  Tonflall,  Foot,  &c.  Shaw’s  Inquiry  into  the  Contents, 
“Virtues,  &c.  of  Scarborough  Spaw  Waters,  p.  87 - 166. 

a  Do&or  Stephen  Hales’s  Examination  of  the  Strength  of  feveral  purging  Waters,  efpecially 
JefTop’s  Well,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaffions,  N0,  ccccxcv.  p.  446. 

b  Aubrey’s  Hiflory  and  Antiquities  of  Surry,  vol.  i.  p.  215. 

c  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  in  England,  p.  151——1 57* 

d  Maitland’s  Hiflory  of  London,  p.  783. 
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famous,  at  fird,  from  its  being  found  a  fovereign  Remedy  for  fome  Sorts  of  fore 
Eyes ;  and  its  other  Qualities  were  gradually  made  evident,  partly  by  Experi¬ 
ence,  and  partly  from  the  Obfervation  and  Sagacity  of  fome  learned  Phyli- 
cians’’.  It  is  fuppofed  to  derive  thefe  Virtues  from  its  running  through  a  Bed 
of  Pyrites  Near  Thore,  Thowr,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  Kirby  Thowr, 
a  Town  three  Miles  from  Appleby,  in  Wedmoreland,  there  are  two  fine 
Springs  of  a  mild  chalybeate  Water,  not  inferior  to  many  that  are  at  prefent 
in  high  Edeem  ;  and  if  there  were  Conveniencies  for  drinking  them,  proba¬ 
bly  thefe  Waters  would  be  found  very  beneficial  in  fcorbutic  Cafes ;  and,  as 
the  Place  is  pleafant,  the  Air  wholfome,  and  Provifions  cheap,  one  would 
think  fuch  neceffary  Improvements  might  be  eafily  made  h  On  the  Top  of  a 
Hill,  near  a  Farm  Houfe  at  Weft  Tilbury  in  Effex,  there  rifes  a  celebrated 
Spring,  which  fome  have  thought  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  the  German  Pou- 
hon  g  Water.  It  has  a  very  foft  agreeable  Tafte,  as  if  it  was  mixed  with 
Milk.  It  has  been  found  of  great  Service  in  the  Gravel,  Afthma,  and  fome 
Kind  of  Scurvies,  and  is  confidered  as  a  Specific  in  Diarrhea’s,  Dyfenteries, 
and  the  Piles  h.  The  Waters  of  Tunbridge,  like  thofe  of  Epfom  and  Scarbo¬ 
rough,  are  too  well  known  to  need  any  Commendation,  and  yet  ought  not 
to  be  omitted  in  our  Catalogue  h 

Upminster,  near  Horn  Church,  in  Effex,  affords  us  a  Spring  of  fome  lin¬ 
gular,  as  well  as  falutary  Qualities,  which  in  obdinate  Agues  and  Dropfies  (die 
common  Difeafes  of  this  County)  are  very  efficacious  y  and  the  Salt  of  thefe 
Waters  may,  in  any  convenient  Vehicle,  be  taken  at  any  Didance,  with  as 
much  Benefit  as  the  Waters  at  the  Spring;  which  is  a  Circumdance  of  Con- 
fequence,  and  ought  to  recommend  them  K  In  Derbyffiire,  at  Wedwood, 
there  is  a  Spring,  which  is  reprefented  as  very  nearly  refembling  the  Sun- 
Tavern  Fields,  or  Shadwell  Water,  and  healing,  chiefly  by  outward  Appli¬ 
cation,  the  fouled  and  mod  dubborn  Ulcers,  and  this  too  in  a  furprizing  Ihort 
Space  of  Time,  and  when  other  Methods,  and  other  Mineral  Waters  alfo, 
have  proved  altogether  inedeftual  1.  In  Staffordfliire,  than  which  no  Coun¬ 
try  is  better  watered,  there  are  feveral  medicinal  Springs,  and  thofe  likewife  of 
different  Kinds ;  amongd  which  there  is  a  very  famous  one  at  Willowbridge, 
that  has  done  extraordinary  Cures  in  the  mod  deplorable  Cafes,  fuch  as  Rickets, 
didorted  Limbs,  Lameneffes,  heftic  and  confumptive  Habits;  and  yet,  upon  the 
drifted  Examination,  nothing  of  a  mineral  Kind  has  been  difcovered  m.  Thefe 
Waters  therefore,  as  well  as  fome  others,  maintain  their  Title  to  Healing  rather 

c  Hoffman’s  Treatife  upon  Mineral  Waters,  by  Doftor  Shaw,  p.  102,  in  the  Notes* 

f  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  vol.  ii.  p.  56,  57. 

8  Treatife  on  the  Virtues  of  Tilbury  Waters. 

h  Allen’s  Hiftory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  in  England,  p.  2  6,  27. 

i  Boyle’s  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  552  ;  ii.  297  ;  iv,  p.  238,  242,  243,  244,  247  ;  v.  p.  380. 

k  Allen’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  of  England,  p.  148. 

1  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  183. 

ro  Plot’s  Hiftory  of  Staffordfliire,  p.  102,  103.  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  88. 
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y  Prefcription  than  phyfical  Evidence ;  and  yet  this  ought  not  to  turn  to 
their  Prejudice  with  the  Learned  or  the  Unlearned.  Not  with  the  former,, 
becaufe  they  know,  better  than  others,  that  many  Fafts  are  inconteftible,  of 
which  human  Wifdom  can  give  none,  or  but  a  very  imperfedt  Account ;  nor 
with  the  Unlearned,  fmce  the  Evidence  of  Cures  adually  done,  as  to  the 
Authenticity  of  which  they  are  competent  Judges,  is  more  to  be  relied  upon 
than  phylical  Reafoning;  in  regard  to  which,  they  can  be  no  Judges  at  all.  On 
this  Account,  fuch  Waters  as  this,  St.  Maddern’s,  in  Cornwall,  and  Glaftenbury, 
in  Somerfetlhire,  fhould  be  remembered,  till  fuch  Time  as  our  philofophic 
Inquiries  unravel  the  Caufes  how  thefe  Waters  heal ;  whereas,  all  we  at  pre~- 
fent  know  is,  that  they  actually  do  heal  n. 

At  the  Didance  of  lefs  than  a  Mile  from  Witham,  in  Effex,  in  the  dired 
Road  from  London  to  Harwich,  there  is  a  fine  chalybeate  Spring,  which  was 
difcovered  above  threefcore  Years  ago,  and  for  fome  Time  was  much' reforted 
to,  and  in  high  Efteem  °.  By  the  Want  of  Skill,  however,  in  thofe  who  under¬ 
took  to  fecure,  adorn,  and  improve  it,  fuch  a  Quantity  of  common  Water  was 
mixed  with  the  Mineral,  as  in  a  great  meafure  defeated  its  Operations,  and  very 
naturally  deftroyed  its  Reputation.  But,  about  twenty  Years  ago  the  true  Spring 
was  fought  out,  redored,  and  defended  againd:  all  future  Accidents  j  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  it  has  jufily  recovered  its  Credit.  When  drank  upon  the  Spot 
(for  its  Spirit  is  too  fine  to  bear  Carriage)  it  is  equally  pleafant  and  powerful ; 
very  diuretic ;  reftores  loll  Appetite  ;  removes  Inriigeflions ;  is  of  very  great 
Service  in  Agues,  in  the  Jaundice,  and  in  the  Beginning  of  Dropfies  ;  in  mod:' 
fcorbutic,  and  in  fome  afthmatic  Cafes.  But  it  is  chiefly  celebrated  for  removing 
hedtic  Fevers,  and  reftoring  the  Strength  and  Spirits  of  Perfons,  even  in  th®' 
lowed:  Condition,  when  weakened  and  reduced  by  long  Illnefies.  We  have 
a  mod:  ingenious  and  judicious  Account  of  this  Spaw,  written  by  one  of  the 
Faculty,  in  a  Manner  capable  of  fatisfying  the  fevered:  Inquirer,,  and  in  a 
Stile  perlpicuous  to  every  Reader  p.. 

Witherslack  Spaw  lies  in  that  Corner  of  Wedmorelknd  which  borders 
upon  Lancashire,  about  eight  Miles  from  Kendal,  and  rifes  at  the  Foot  of  a’ 
Limeftone  and  Irondone  Rock  <].  It  was  difcovered  about  a  Century  ago,  and 
has  maintained  its  Reputation  by  repeated  Cures  in  Confumptions,  Jaundice, 
Dropfies,  Gravel,  and  Stone.  But  its  peculiar  Excellencies  are,  the  healing 
the  mod  ftubborn  Ulcers  by  inward  and  outward  Application,  and  deftroying 
Worms.  This,  like  the  Witham  Spaw,  is  not  to  be  depended  upon,  unlels' 
drank  upon  the  Spot;  which,  if  that  would  invite  People  to  make  this  a  Place; 

n  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  chap.  xxi.  Sir  John  Flihyer  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  7,  65,  85.- 

0  Allen’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  chalybeate  and  purging  Waters  of  England,  p.  19. 

p  An  EfTay  upon  the  Witham  Spa,  by  James  Taverner,  M.  B.  London,  1737,  8°.  ■ 

*  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefbire,  &e.  p.  46.  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral 
Waters,  P.  ii  p.  55. 
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of  Amufement  and  Refort,  has  all  the  Advantages  of  a  wholfome  Air,  a  plea- 
iant  romantic  Situation,  and,  in  its  Neighbourhood,  a  cheap  and  plentiful 
Country. 

There  feems  to  be  as  much  Reafon  to  expedt  Variety  of  falutary  and 
Mineral  Waters  in  Wales,  as  in  any  Part  of  the  Britifh  Dominions.  The 
Situation  is  in  every  refpedt  favourable,  as  refembling  thofe  Countries,  Swiffer- 
land  efpecially,  where  fuch  Springs  are  found  in  the  greatefl  Plenty  r.  The 
Soil  and  Difpofition  of  the  Earth  is  extremely  diverfified,  and  produces  Abun¬ 
dance  of  medicinal  and  vulnerary  Plants.  There  are  Mines  in  different  Parts, 
and  of  different  Metals ;  as  alfo  of  Coals,  which  are  the  furefl  Indications  in 
other  Places,  and  therefore  the  lefs  likely  to  deceive  or  miflead  us  here.  Yet, 
notwithflanding  all  this,  it  muff  be  acknowleged,  that  the  wide  Extent  of  *  this 
Principality  confidered,  very  few  of  thefe  falubrious  Springs  have  been  actually 
found ;  and  moft  of  thofe  that  have  been  difcovered,  have  gradually  funk  in 
Efteem,  and  are  at  this  Time  in  a  great  meafure  negledled  s.  The  principal 
Caufe  of  their  being  fo  little  fought,  and  fo  foon  abandoned,  feems  to  be  the 
Healthinefs  of  Wales  in  general,  joined  to  the  fimple  Manner  of  Living 
which  prevails  amongft  its  Inhabitants ;  and  we  know,  that,  as  the  Whole 
need  not  a  Phyfician,  fo  the  Sound  feldom  fearch  for  Remedies.  Another 
Reafon  may  be,’  that  Perfons  of  great  Families  and  Eftates  fpend  much  of 
their  Time  at  London,  which,  when  their  Health  requires  it,  facilitates  their 
being  fent  to  Epfom,  Tunbridge,  or  Bath  ;  fo  that  whatever  medicinal  Springs 
are  by  chance,  that  is,  by  remarkable  Cures,  brought  into  fome  Degree 
of  Knowlege,  being  frequented  only  by  ordinary  People,  very  feldom  rife 
into  high  Reputation  t.  But,  poffibly,  if  we  put  Health  a  little  out  of  the 
Queftion,  it  would  not  be  either  Time  or  Pains  loft,  to  fearch  for  medicinal 
Waters  in  this  noble  Principality ;  as  they  might,  judicioufly  managed,  be  ren¬ 
dered  ferviceable  in  retaining  the  Gentry  in  their  own  Country,  promoting 
Society  amongft  the  politeft  and  beft  educated  Part  of  a  People,  diftinguifhed  by 
their  natural  Endowments,  and,  by  degrees,  perhaps,  attract  Company  from  the 
bordering  Counties,  in  order  to  fhare  not  only  the  Benefits  of  the  Waters,  but 
in  the  Converfation  and  Amufements  of  thofe  who  frequented  them;  which 
would  be  in  many  refpedts  beneficial  to  the  Country,  as  well  as  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants. 

„  VI  ,  •  v  .  u  ' 

There  are,  however,  even  at  prefent,  Infiances  enough  to  encourage  fuch  a 
Search.  A  very  good  chalybeate  Spring  has  been  found  in  the  Garden  belong- 


r  Itinera  per  Helvetia  Alpinas  Regiones  fadta  ab  A.  D.  1700  ad  17 11,  a  Joanne  Scbeutzero, 
I.ugd.  Batav.  1725,  40. 

s  See  the  laft  Edition  of  Camden’s  Britannia,  with  the  Additions  ;  Do&or  Cliildrey’s  Britannia 
Baconica  ;  and  other  Works  of  this  Nature. 

1  Short’s  Jiillory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  86,  87. 
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ing  to  the  Episcopal  Palace  of  Bangor,  in  Carnarvonshire  u-  and  by  the  way,  this 
is  a  County  where,  in  all  Probability,  many  fuch  Waters  might  be  eafily  difco- 
vered,  and  it  maybe,  fome  of  a  very  different  Nature,  fince  many  Fragments 
of  Roman  Baths  have  been  found  here  (which,  though  commonly  artificial, 
were  alfo  fometimes  Improvements  of  naturally  warm  Springs),  as  alfo  fome 
Veftiges  of  a  Copper  Mine,  wrought  by  the  fame  People  w.  At  Caergyrle,  in 
Flintshire,  about  twelve  Miles  from  Chefter,  there  are  two  Salt  Springs,  one  of 
which  is  in  great  Credit  for  curing  obflinate  Scurvies,  and  even  Leprofies,  by 
drinking  the  Water,  and  wafhing  with  it  *.  About  half  a  Century  ago  there 
was  a  Project  of  eredting  a  Salt  Work  here ;  but,  upon  boring,  fome  frefh 
Water  Springs  broke  into  the  Well,  which  ruined  all  their  Hopes  y.  It  is 
however,  likely,  that  there  might  be  formerly  Brine  Springs  difcovered  in  Flint¬ 
shire,  fince  there  are  two  Villages  *,  one  called  Over,  and  the  other  Nether 
Droitwich,  which  feems  to  me  to  point  out  fome  fuch  thing.  Llandrindod, 
in  the  County  of  Radnor,  twenty-five  Miles  from  Aberyflwith  (the  nearefl  Sea 
Port)  in  Cardiganshire,  thirty  Miles  from  Shrewfbury,  and  twenty-four  from 
Hereford,  is  of  late  Years  become  famous  for  feveral  chalybeate  and  other 
Springs,  which  have  done  extraordinary  Cures  in  a  Variety  of  chronic  Diflem- 
pers,  of  which  the  Public  has  lately  received  a  very  copious  Account  a.  At 
LlanwrSt,  in  Denbighshire,  there  is  a  Spring,  which  the  Country  People  have 
found  by  Experience  to  have  very  falutary  Effeds  in  fcrophulous  and  fcor- 
butic  Cafes ;  and  if  fome  Accounts  that  have  been  given  of  it  be  true  b,  it 
certainly  deferves  to  be  more  carefully  examined,  when  perhaps  it  will  be 
found  of  a  very  Singular  Nature  c. 

In  the  Road,  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  South  of  Rhuthyn,  in  the  fame 
County,  in  the  Way  to  Denbigh,  which  is  about  five  Miles-  farther,  there  is 
a  very  fine  medicinal  Spring,  called  St.  Peter’s  Well  d,  which,  at  the  Recom¬ 
mendation  of  Dodtor  Fowkes,  an  eminent  Phyfician  at  that  Place,  was  fecured 
by  a  Wall  built  round  it,  and  a  Bafon  placed  to  receive  the  Water.  But  thefe 
are  of  late  faid  to  be  decayed,  and  the  Spring  disregarded  e  ^  though  there  can¬ 
not  be,  if  we  confider  the  natural  Beauties  of  the  Situation,  the  Neatnefs  of 
the  Town,  and  the  Cheapnefs  of  the  Country  adjacent,  a  more  commodious 
Place  than  this  for  the  Reception  of  fuch  as  might  be  inclined  to  make  a  Trial 

n  Appendix  to  the  Account  of  Llandrindod  Waters. 

w  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  535.  Additions  to  the  Englifti  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia. 

x  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  86,  87. 

y  Doftor  Thomas  Tylftone’s  Account  of  the  Springs  at  Caer  Gyrle. 

2  Speed’s  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  122. 

1  A  Treatife  of  the  three  medicinal  Mineral  Waters  at  Llandridod,  by  D.  Weiftel  Linden,. 
M.  D.  London,  1756,  8°. 

b  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiftory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  85. 

c  See  the  Appendix  to  the  Account  of  Llandrindod  Waters. 

•i  From  particular  Information. 

*  Probably  by  an  Irruption  of  common  Water,  the  Spring  is  for  the  prefent  Spoiled. 
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of  the  Virtues  of  thefe  Waters.  On  Troefellyne  Hill,  (or  Tryfylwin  Hills,  for 
there  are  two  of  that  Name)  in  the  North  Part  of  the  Illand  of  Anglefey,  there 
.rifes  a  medicinal  Spring,  the  Waters  of  which  have  a  very  plealing  Acidity, 
and  are  found  to  he  of  great  Service  in  Agues,  in  Droplies,  at  the  Beginning 
of  Confumptions,  and  alfo  in  the  jaundice  f  At  Swanzy,  in  Glamorgan- 
.fhire,  Mineral  Waters  have  been  difcovered,  which  refemble  thofe  at  Shad- 
well,  and  have  done  great  Cures  in  Palfies,  Rheumatifins,  and  Confump¬ 
tions,  but  are  particularly  remarkable  for  retraining  Haemorrhages,  and  top¬ 
ping  Fluxes  of  all  Kinds ;  which  have  drawn  to  them  a  Concourfe  of  People, 
#nd  are  likely  to  maintain  their  Credit  g. 

These,  as  before  obferved,  are  enough  to  encourage  a  Search  for  more  of  fuch 
falutary  Waters  in  a  Country  which,  from  its  exterior  Appearance,  promifes 
-as  many,  and  of  as  different  Natures,  as  any  of  the  fame  Compafs  in  Europe. 
Thefe,  when  difcovered,  and  their  Virtues  duly  examined  and  authentically 
etablifhed,  for  which  we  want  not  as  learned  Phyficians,  and  as  able  Chemits, 
as  are  any-where  to  be  found,  might  very  eafily  fubffitute  a  Journey  into 
Wales,  intead  of  Voyages  to  Germany,  France,  Italy,  or  Portugal,  with  much 
Benefit  to  Health,  and  (which  at  this  Juncture  merits  fome  Attention)  a  great 
Saving  to  the  Nation  h.  The  very  Search  alfo  would  be  unqueftionably  recom- 
penfed  with  the  bringing  to  Light  a  Variety  of  mineral  and  other  Treafures, 
which  have  long  lain  negle&ed,  and  may  otherwife  never  be  revealed.  A 
Spring  or  Bath  of  effablifhed  Reputation,  would  fpeedily  draw  a  Refort  of 
People  j  the  providing  Conveniencies  for  them,  would  immediately  form  a 
Village,  which  would  rife,  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years,  into  a  Townj 
occafion  the  inhabiting  and  Cultivation  of  the  adjacent  Country ;  promote 
neighbouring  Manufactures ;  produce  the  repairing  old,  and  opening  new 
Roads ;  enlarge  the  Correfpondence,  and  quicken  the  Circulation  in  all  the 
adjoining  Counties ;  and  excite  new  Branches  of  Induftry,  by  the  ProfpeCt  of 
Rewards  unknown  before,  fo  as  to  facilitate  exceedingly  thofe  Improvements, 
which  the  public-fpirited  Gentlemen  in  this  Part  of  Britain,  to  their  immortal 
Honour,  are  fo  much  dilpoled  to  encourage  h  Thus  much  I  thought  it  requi- 
fite  to  fay,  in  order  to  fhew  how  effentially  this  SubjeCt  is  connected  with  my 
Plan,  and  how  eafily  and  certainly  the  natural  Bounties  beffowed  by  Pro¬ 
vidence,  may,  by  a  little  Care  and  Attention,  be  converted  into  political  Advan^ 
tages.  I  freely  acknowlege,  or  rather  am  proud  to  own,  I  borrowed  this  Dqc^ 

f  Speed’s  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  125.  Appendix  to  the  Account  of  Llandrindod  Waters, 

g  From  particular  Information. 

h  Confider  the  Sums  fpent  by  the  Englifh  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Schwalbach,  Spa,  Pyrmont, 
Montpellier,  Naples,  Lilbon,  &c.  as  alfo  the  Advantages  which  thefe  Places  draw  from  the  high 
Reputation  of  their  Baths,  Springs,  and  Air. 

*  From  the  Information  of  feveral  Perfons  of  Worth,  and  efpecially  the  Right  Reverend  and 
flonourable  Doffor  Robert  Drummond,  the  prefent  worthy  Bilhop  of  St,  Afaph. 
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trine  from  the  wife  Lord  Bacon  k ;  and  I  have  opened  it  the  more  fully  here, 
that  I  may  not  be  obliged  to  apply  the  fame  kind  of  Reafoning,  as  otherwife 
I  mud  be  con  drained  to  do,  upon  many  fubfequent  Occafions. 

We  are  next  to  proceed  to  another  Indance  of  the  Kindnefs  of  Providence, 
nearly  allied  to  the  former,  by  which  I  mean  Baths ;  and,  in  refpe<5l  to  thefe,  it 
will  be  found,  upon  a  very  curfory  Survey,  we  are  in  Britain  not  at  all  defi¬ 
cient  ;  and  the  Number  might,  without  quedion,  as  our  late  Difcoveries,  in 
coinparifon  of  thofe  formerly  known,  manifedly  prove,  be,  with  a  little  Inqui¬ 
ry,  greatly  augmented.  The  Ufe  of  Water  in  cleanfing  and  purifying  the 
Body,  in  a  natural ;  and,  metaphorically,  in  a  religious  Senfe ;  was  very  early 
pracdifed  in  all,  as  well  barbarous  as  civilized  Nations ;  and  it  is  highly  likely 
that  from  hence  they  came,  by  Experience  and  Obfervation,  (the  Eyes  of 
human  Science)  to  difcern  its  great  Utility  in  Medicine.  At  lead  this  is  the 
plain  and  probable  Account  of  the  Thing;  for  as  Bathing  has  evident  and 
condant  Effedts  upon  the  human  Body,  fo,  where-ever  this  was  commonly  the 
Cudom,  as  amongd  all  the  Northern  Nations  it  was,  and  amongd  the  remoted 
of  the  Northern  Nations  it  dill  is,  thefe  Effedts  were  mod  likely  to  be 
obferved.  In  this  therefore  I  agree  with  a  learned  and  judicious  Phyfician  I, 
that  the  Ufe  of  Cold  Baths,  more  efpecially  in  Northern  Countries,  is  to  be 
afcribed  to  natural  good  Senfe,  for  many  Reafons,  and  particularly  thefe  three. 
Cold  Bathing,  or  Immerfion  in  cold  Water,  is  the  bed  Prefervative  againd 
the  Senfe  of  Cold,  and  confequently  of  eminent  Service  to  the  naked  Britons, 
in  defending  them  from  the  Rigor  of  the  Climate.  Cold  Bathing  affords  a 
certain  and  immediate  Relief  from  Wearinefs,  which  mud  have  recommended 
it  to  People  continually  in  Adtion.  The  third  is  a  Confequence  from  the 
other  two,  the  Univerfality  of  this  Practice  amongd  thofe  Nations  who  have 
fcarce  any  other  Lights  than  fuch  as  they  derive  from  Nature  and  Experience 
Learned  Men,  and  more  elpecially  learned  Phyficians,  in  fucceeding  Times 
ipeculated  upon  this,  as  well  as  other  Cudoms ;  and  explaining  the  Caufes  of 
thofe  Effects  which  at  fird  introduced  the  Practice,  made  that  a  Subjedt  of 
Science,  and  an  Indrument  in  Medicine,  which  had  been  before  ufed  at  ran¬ 
dom,  and  of  courfe  with  lefs  Certainty  and  Benefit ;  that  is,  in  regard  to  the 
Cure,  or  Prevention  of  Difeafes,  for  even  to  this  common  Senfe  had  directed 
Men,  as  well  as  to  the  ordinary  Ufe  of  Immerfions  for  the  fake  of  Pleafure 
or  Conyeniency. 

The  great  Father  of  Phyfic,  Hippocrates,  well  underdood  the  Ufe  of  Cold 
Baths ;  and  on  this,  as  well  as  all  other  Subjects,  has  written  very  amply,  as  well 

k  See  his  Specimen  of  the  Perfian  Magic ;  his  Sapientia  Veterum ;  feveral  Parts  of  his  great 
Work,  de  Augmentis  Scientiarum,  and  other  Pieces. 

1  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiltory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  85. 

m  Doflor  Giles  Fletcher’s  Obfervations  on  the  Manners  of  the  Ruffians.  Olearius,  ii  his  Era- 
bafly,  p.  96.  Ellis’s  Voyage  to  Hudfon’s  Bay,  p.  188. 
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as  very  judicioufly  n.  They  were  alfo  known  and  highly  efteemed  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans.  Antonius  Mufa  cured  Augultus  by  this  Method,  for  which  he  was  muni¬ 
ficently  rewarded  by  the  Senate,  and  his  Statue,  at  the  Public  Expence,  placed 
next  to  that  of  Efculapius  The  Emperor  Alexander  Severus,  who  lived  to 
old  Age,  ufed  them  frequently,  or  rather  confiantly  p  j  and  as  he  refided  long 
in  this  Eland,  his  Example  probably  recommended  them  to  the  Britons,  who 
by  this  Time  were  become  a  very  polilhed  People,  affedted  the  Roman  Man¬ 
ners,  and  pradtifed,  on  a  very  different  Principle,  what,  in  earlier  Times,  had 
been  in  daily  Ule  among  their  ruder  Ancefiors.  It  was  alfo  common  in  the 
Days  of  the  Saxons,  who  very  probably  had  been  accuftomed  to  it  in  their 
own  Country  q.  In  Procefs  of  Time,  Religion  came  to  have  a  Share  in  this 
Ufage ;  and  thofe  Places  in  which  the  firft  Preachers  of  Chriftianity  to  that 
Nation,  who  in  the  next  Ages  were  all  canonized,  had  commonly  baptized 
their  Converts,  were  fuppofed  to  have  a  certain  Degree  of  Sandlity,  and  were 
from  thence  ftiled  Holy  Wells  r ;  of  which  there  are  many  in  all  the  three 
Kingdoms.  The  Monks  improved  upon  this,  and,  in  their  fidlitious  Legends, 
attributed  miraculous  Properties  to  certain  Springs,  in  fome  of  which  perhaps 
they  had  diftinguilhed  medicinal  Virtues  s.  A  very  learned  Prelate,  who 
had  long  ftudied  this  Subjedl,  wrote  a  Difcourfe  upon  it,  which  no  doubt 
would  have  given  great  Satisfadlion  had  it  been  published  t. 

At  the  Reformation,  as  if  all  Things  introduced,  or  commended  by  Papifts, 
were,  infedted  with  Popery,  the  Ufe  of  thefe  Wells  was  unaccountably  run. 
down  u,  till  Men’s  Minds  being  fettled  by  degrees,  Reafon  again  recom¬ 
mended  what  had  been  difcredited  by  Superftition  ;  for  undoubtedly  there 
was  not  lefs  Folly  in  refilling  to  make  ufe  of  Springs  and  Baths,  becaufe  their 
Virtues  were  attributed  to  falfe  Caufes  by  Divines,  than  to  decline  their  Afiift- 
ance  becaufe  Phyficians  difagree  about  their  Contents.  The  all-wife  Creator 
has  given  us  Waters  for  Drink  and  for  Phyfic ;  and  it  is  an  Adi  of  Religion  to 
point  out  and  preferve  the  Memory  of  thefe  Bleflings  w.  On  the  whole,  we 
may,  with  great  Propriety,  diftinguilh  Cold  Baths  into  three  Clalfes.  The  firft 
is.  Rivers  rendered  moderately  warm  by  the  Rays  of  the  Sun.  The  fecond, 
common  Water,  moderately  cold,  in  which  the  whole  Body  is  bathed,  or  par- 

n  See  his  Dodtrine  largely  Hated  from  his  feveral  Treatifesy  by  Sir  John  Floyer,  in  his  Letter  to 
Doctor  Gibbons. 

0  Sueton.  in  Augulto.  cap.  59,  81-  Dion.  Calf.  lib.  liii.  p.  517.  Plin.  Hilt.  Nat.  lib.  xxxv,. 

p  Lamprid.  in  Alex.  Sever. 

q  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  96. 

r  Bedce  Hilt.  lib.  ii,  iii,  iv. 

s  Concilia  Magnae  Britanniae,  vol.  i.  p.,  389.  Plot’s  Natural  Hiltory  of  Oxfordfhire,  chap,  in 
§.  70.  Hearn’s  Preface  to  Robert  of  Gloucelter,  p.  xlvii. 

'  Dodtor  William  Fleetwood,  firft  Bilhop  of  St.  Afaph,  then  of  Ely,  in  his  Addrefs  to  the 
Reader,  before  the  Life  of  St.  Wenefre.de,  p..  18,  mentions  a  Difcourfe  of  the  Superltition.of 
Waters,  which  he  had  written,  and  intended  to  publilh. 

«  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  chap.  xxi. 

™  Phijofophical  Tranfadtions,  N°-  li. 
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ticular  Parts  of  it  wafhed ;  and  in  regard  to  thefe  we  have  already  made  it 
evident,  that  no  Country  can  be  better  fupplied  than  Britain.  The  third  are 
frigid  Springs,  impregnated  with  fome  cold  Mineral,  and  thefe  are,  ftridtly 
fpeaking,  what  is  meant  by  Cold  Baths,  of  which  we  have  many,  very  juftly 
efteemed  for  their  falubrious  Effects x. 

We  might,  to  cut  this  Matter  fhort,  affert,  that  at  lead;  every  Spring  remark¬ 
ably  cold,  may  be  accounted  very  properly  a  Cold  Bath.  But  to  fpeak  more 
particularly,  many  of  our  mineral  Springs  are,  in  this  refpedf,  peculiarly 
adapted  to  medicinal  Purpofes.  Such,  for  Example,  as  are  ftiled  Vitriolic 
Waters,  of  which  there  are  fome  in  almoft  every  County.  Brine  Springs, 
and  Sea  Water,  are  likewife  ufeful  ;  and  bathing  in  them  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  moft  able  Phylicians  y.  The  Tinners  in  Cornwall  obferve,  that 
the  Water  which  runs  from  Mundick  Ore,  cures  any  Wounds,  Cuts,  or  Sores 
lurprizingly  1.  Nitrous  purging  Waters,  and  fmooth  oily  bituminous  Waters, 
effedt  great  Cures  by  bathing.  Alabafter  Waters,  Marie  Waters,  and  fuch  as 
run  through  Chalk  and  Limeftone,  heal  Ulcers,  and  are  in  other  refpedts 
highly  falutary  a.  We  will  next  mention  fome  of  the  many  Cold  Baths  in 
England,  that  have  Experience,  as  well  as  Reafon,  on  their  Side ;  and  though 
perhaps  difcovered  by  Chance,  and  brought  into  Credit  by  accidental  Cures  b, 
are  now  known  and  acknowleged,  from  a  ftridt  Examination  of  their  Con¬ 
tents,  to  be  exceedingly  powerful,  as  well  as  the  cheapeft  Remedies,  in  many 
of  the  moft  grievous  Diftempers  to  which  the  Bodies  of  Men  are  fubjedt,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  too  much  commended  c. 

At  Afkeron,  five  Miles  from  Doncafter,  and  feven  from  Pontefradt,  in 
Yorkfhire  d,  there  is  a  Sulphur  Spring,  which  is  now  inclofed,  and  falls  into  a 
fine  Bafon.  It  rifes  within  a  few  Yards  of  a  Pool,  the  Soil  on  one  Side  of 
which  is  Limeftone,  and  on  the  other  a  white  Clay,  lying  upon  white  Sand. 
This  Pool  is  never  dry,  nor  ever  overflows.  The  Virtues  of  the  Water  were 
firft  difcovered  by  Farriers  and  Farmers,  who  drove  their  Horfes  and  Cattle 
thither  in  the  moft  ftubborn  Maladies,  and  this  with  all  imaginable  Succefs ;  and 
thefe  Waters  are  now  famous  for  curing  the  moft  inveterate  ftrumous  Sores  by 
bathing.  Croft  Spaw,  in  the  fame  County,  upon  the  Edge  of  the  Bifhoprick  of 
Durham  e,  fpringing  through  Limeftone,  is  no  lefs  remarkable  for  the  fame  Pro¬ 
perties,  and,  by  drinking  and  bathing,  cures  moft  cutaneous  Diftempers.  Near 

x  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiftory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  91. 

y  Differ tation  concerning  the  Ufe  of  Sea  Water  in  Difeafes  of  the  Glands,  See.  by  Dodtor  Ruf- 

fell,  1754,8°. 

2  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

*  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiftory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  21. 

i>  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p. 

c  Leigh,  de  Balneis  frigidis. 

.  a  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral*  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  303. 

«  Speed’s  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  32.  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  299. 
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Colefhil  f,  in  Warwickshire,  there  is  an  excellent  Cold  Bath,  which  has 
done  Wonders  even  in  leprous  Cafes.  Holy  Well  g,  near  Hinckley,  in  Leicester¬ 
shire,  is  likewife  famous  in  Cafes  of  the  fame  Nature.  At  Hunwick,  near 
Bifhops  Aukland,  in  the  BiShoprick  of  Durham  h,  there  is  an  excellent  cold 
Spring,  to  which  People  refort  commonly  in  the  Months  of  June  and  July 
with  their  Children,  from  its  Efficacy  in  curing  the  Rickets.  Kedleflon,  in 
Derbyshire  »■,  in  the  midft  of  Sir  Nathaniel  Curzon’s  Park,  furnishes  an 
admirable  Cold  Bath,  from  the  Spring  that  has  been  before-mentioned,  which, 
by  drinking  and  bathing,  cures  Weaknefs  of  the  Joints,  Sixed  and  wandering 
Pains,  Swellings,  Lamenefs,  and  even  the  King’s  Evil.  St.  Mongah’s  Well  k 
is  one  of  thofe,  at  KnareSborough,  in  Yorkshire,  celebrated  for  above  a  Century 
for  curing  old  Aches,  Swellings,  hard  Tumours,  Agues,  and  many  other 
Diftempers.  Newnham  Regis,  in  Warwickshire,  already  mentioned  *,  is  alfo 
confidered  with  good  Reafon  in  the  fame  Light.  At  Newton  Dale  m,  nine 
Miles  from  Whitby,  in  Yorkshire,  there  is  a  petrifying  cold  Spring,  which  cures 
Haemorrhages  of  every  Kind,  weak  Joints,  and  even  distorted  Limbs,  if  ufed  at 
the  Beginning.  Near  Tutbury  *v  in  Staffordshire,  there  was  formerly  a  cold 
Spring  in  great  Reputation ;  another  at  Walfhall ;  and  a  third  at  Willow- 
bridge,  in  the  fame  County,  which  has  done  prodigious  Cures  by  drinking 
and  bathing;  as  to  which,  if  the  Reader  will  confult  the  Treatifes  mentioned 
at  the  Bottom  of  the  Page  °,  or  any  Perfon  well  acquainted  with  that  Coun¬ 
ty,  he  will  learn  much  more  than  is  proper  to  be  inferted  here. 

In  Wales  they  have,  in  Flintshire,  one  of  the  moll  famous,  and  it  may  be, 
one  of  the  moil  Singular  Cold  Baths  in  this  ISland,  near  a  little  Town,  which, 
from  hence  is  called  Holy  Well  p.  As  to  the  Legend  of  St.  Wenefrede,  it  is. 
more  than  enough  to  difcredit  it,  that  Girald,  who  feldom  miffes  either  a  mira¬ 
culous  Well,  or  an  extraordinary  Story,  when  they  come  in,  or  lie  but  a  little 
out  of  the  Way,  Should  yet  be  Silent  as  to  both ;  and  this  too,  though  he 
paffed  a  Night  at  a  Religious  Houfe  near  the  Place.  But,  befides  his,  there  iff 
alfo  as  deep  a  Silence  amongil  all  our  ancient  Historians  q.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  Chapel  dedicated  to  this  St.  Wenefrede,  hewn  out  of  the  folid  Rock,. 

f  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiflory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p,  21  • 

s  Burton’s  Defcription  of  Leiceflerfhire,  p.  134,  135.  Sir  John  Floyer’s  HiSlory  of  Cold. 
Bathing,  p.  22. 

*  Mr.  Ellifon’s  Account  of  this,  in  a  Letter  to  Sir  John  Floyer. 

5  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  297. 
k  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  &c.  b.  i.  p.  54.  • 

1  See  p.  82.  Dugdale’s  Antiquities  of  Warwickfhire,  p.  10 1.  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiflory  of 
Cold  Bathing,,  p.  21. 

c‘  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  297. 

"  From  private  Information. 

0  Doftor  Plot’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  StafFordfhire.  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiflory  of  Cold  Bathing;, 
p.  21,  1 1 5..  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  88. 

p  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  12 1.  * 

q  Such  as  Beda,  William  of  Malmefbury,  H.  Huntington,  Florence  of  Worcefler,  Roger  Hove- 
den,  Walter  Hemingford,  Mathew  Paris,  &c. 
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and  very  neatly  adorned,  that  ftands  over  the  Spring,  which  rifes  with 
great  Force,  and  runs  afterwards  with  fuch  Rapidity  as  to  turn  a  Mill  r.  It 
is  from  various  Circumftances  probable,  that  this  is  not  fo  properly  a  Foun¬ 
tain,  as  a  fubterraneous  Current,  diverted  hither  by  Miners  in  working  the 
rocky  Hill ;  and  therefore  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  though  he  fays  not  one 
Word  of  either  Saint  or  Well,  helps  us  to  a  good  Account  of  the  furprizing 
Coldnefs  of  the  Bath,  by  telling  us  a  Silver  Mine  had  been  wrought,  or  fought 
for,  thereabouts  s  •  and  poffibly  this  might  be  no  more  than  a  Lead  Mine, 
and  thefe  no  other  than  the  Waters  ilTuing  from  thence,  at  what  the  Work¬ 
men  call  a  Swallow  r.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  Name  of  Holy  Well  is  ancienter 
than  that  of  St.  Wenefrede,  and  might  very  naturally  induce  the  Monks  of 
Baf  ngwerk,  to  whom,  by  that  Name,  it  had  been  granted,  to  frame  the  Legend 
of  Wenefrede,  and  her  Martyrdom,  for  their  Purpofe  u.  Independent  of  all 
this,  it  is  an  admirable  Spring,  and  deferves  to  be  called  the  firft  and  principal 
one  of  its  Kind,  anfwering  all  the  Intentions  of  a  Cold  Bath,  curing  all  the 
Difeafes,  and  relieving  all  the  Infirmities,  for  which  Cold  Baths  are  judicioufly 
prefcribed,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  obtain  any  proper  Information,  thofe  only. 
The  Virtues  of  thefe  Waters  have  maintained  their  Reputation  againfir  all 
Prejudices ;  and  though,  from  the  Difcovery  and  Introduction  of  fo  many 
other  Springs  and  Baths,  the  Concourfe  of  People  to  Holy  Well  may  not  be  fo 
great  as  in  Times  paft,  yet  the  Refort  of  Perfons  of  both  Sexes,  and  of  all 
Ranks  and  Ages,  is  ftill  very  confiderable,  and  the  fuperfiitious  Practices  ufed 
there  daily  wearing  out  w.  Indeed  the  frequenting  this  Place  merely  as  a 
medicinal  Cold  Bath,  by  Proteftants,  is  a  very  prudent  Thing,  and  muft  ia 
every  Light  in  which  it  can  be  confidered,  appear  highly  right ;  fince  nothing 
could  be  more  abfurd  than  that  we  fhould  preclude  ourfeives  GOD’s  Gifts, 
becaufe  they  are,  or  have  been  heretofore,  mifreprefented,  or  abufed,  by  Men. 

It  is  certain,  that,  formerly,  the  Spring  at  Rhuthyn  was  in  great  Reputation, 
as  a  Bath,  as  well  as  a  mineral  Spring ;  and,  very  probably,  the  greatefi:  Cures 
here,  as  well  as  in  other  Places,  were  performed  by  drinking  and  bathing  I 
mud  once  more  take  the  Liberty  of  obferving,  that  this  Place  ftands  upon  the 
beautiful  River  Klwyd,  at  the  very  Entrance  of  Dyffryn  Klwyd,  Strath  Cluid, 
or,  as  we  call  it,  the  Vale  of  Clwyd,  the  Paradife  of  Wales,  which  is  highly  com¬ 
mended  by  Camden  (who  made  a  Journey  on  purpofe  to  fee  it)  for  the  Pleafant- 
nefs  of  its  Situation,  the  Verdure  of  its  Meadows,  the  Fertility  of  its  Corn  Fields, 
and  the  many  agreeable  Prolpedts  on  all  Sides  >\  One  would  therefore  be  tempted 

r  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  237.. 

5  Itinerar.  Cambria?,  lib.  ii.  cap.  10. 

*  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

u  See  Dodlor  Powel’s  learned  Notes  on  Girald  Cambrenfis ;  and  Bilhop  Fleetwood’s  Preface 
to  the  Life  of  St.  Wenefrede. 

vv  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

^  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiftory  of  Cold  Bathing,. 

y  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  547. 
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to  hope  that,  upon  Trial,  the  Credit  of  its  Bath  and  Waters  might  be  redored, 
as  no  Place  can  lie  more  commodioully  than  this,  for  the  Reception  of 
Strangers,  or,  confequently,  for  fuch  a  Purpofe.  It  is  evident  that  Holy  Well 
has  railed  and  fupported  an  agreeable  Market  Town  in  Flintfhire 3  and  though 
it  be  true  that  Rhuthyn  is  already  in  a  very  thriving  Condition,  yet  there  feems 
to  be  no  Reafon  to  llight  fo  eafy,  and  which,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  may  prove 
fo  conliderable  an  Improvement  in  Denbighlhire.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid 
of  the  Mineral  Waters  at  Swanzy,  wThich,  from  the  Accounts  we  have 
received*  feem  no  lefs  proper  for  bathing  than  drinking  3  and  would  probably 
fucceed  dill  better,  if  ufed  both  ways;  which  may  equally  contribute  to 
expedite,  and,  in  very  obdinate  Cafes,  to  confirm  the  Cure. 

Some  critical  Reader  may  perhaps  objedt,  that  in  bringing  this  Subject 
within  the  Compafs  of  my  Dedgn,  and  indding  fo  drongly  on  the  political 
Purpofes  that  may  be  ferved  from  the  fettled  Reputation  of  medicinal  Springs, 
I  make  it  too  much  a  Work  of  Art,  and  thereby  afford  Encouragement  to 
Practices,  which  already  but  too  frequently  prevail,  of  giving  an  Air  of 
Importance  to  Things  in  themfelves  of  little  confequence,  by  fpecious  Recom¬ 
mendations.  But  I  anfwer  clearly,  that,  than  this,  nothing  can  be  farther 
from  my  Intention.  Opinion  is  the  Phantom  of  a  Day  ;  Truth  continues 
unaltered,  and  for  ever.  I  am  fo  far  from  extending,  that,  in  this  Cafe,  I  am 
for  extirpating  the  Dominion  of  Fadrion.  Let  every  Spring,  let  every  Bath, 
be  dridtly  examined,  their  Contents  known,  and,  as  far  as  human  Science  can 
invedigate  them,  their  Qualities  afdgned,  and  the  Cafes  in  which  they  are  pro¬ 
per  fettled  by  Reafon  and  Experiment,  with  the  proper  Method  of  ufing,  and 
the  Cautions  requifite.  This  once  done,  Events  would  do  all  the  red.  A  Series 
of  fuccefsful  Cures  would  demondrate  the  Truth;  or  the  Want  of  them 
quickly  dedroy  all  phyfical  Reprefentations.  Thofe  Places  where  Health  is  to  be 
obtained,  would  be  frequented  3  the  Iniignificancy  of  all  but  thefe  would  be 
determined.  If  it  be  replied,  that  I  have  myfelf  mentioned  collateral  Recom¬ 
mendations  3  I  freely  admit,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  in  many  Cafes,  a  pure  Air, 
moderate  Exercife,  a  temperate  Regimen,  Relaxation  from  Bufinefs,  and 
chearful  Converfation,  are  necefiary  Ingredients  towards  removing  the  Dif- 
order.  If  by  the  Junction  of  thefe  a  Village  can  be  raifed  to  a  Town,  or  a 
Town  to  a  City,  the  neighbouring  Country  improved,  and,  by  mutually  relieve- 
ing  each  other’s  Wants,  a  Multitude  of  People  made  happy,  is  not  this  very 
good  Policy  ?  But  perhaps  it  is  adced,  how  long  will  this  lad  ?  I  dare  not  fay 
for  ever.  But  if  I  prefently  produce  an  Indance  of  its  lading  Two  thoufand 
Years,  with  hidorical  Evidence  to  prove  it,  will  not  this  fhew  that  I  had  an 
.equitable  Right  to  the  Subject,  and  that  my  Notions  are  not  chimerical  ? 

We  come  now  to  Hot  Baths,  of  which  it  mud  be  owned,  that  there  are 
fewer  in  Great  Britain  than  in  fome  Countries  upon  the  Continent.  It  may  be, 
becaufe  we  have  been  lefs  diligent  in  the  Search  of  them  3  and  if  may  poffibly 

be. 
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be,  becaufe  they  are  lei's  necefTary  in  our  Climate.  For  though  thefe  muft  be 
acknowleged  very  potent  Remedies  in  a  Variety  of  dubborn  Maladies,  yet  Cold 
Baths  feem  better  calculated  for  the  Prefervation  of  Health,  and  cold  Springs 
the  bed;  adapted  to  the  mod;  common  Difeafes.  It  will  however  appear  here¬ 
after,  that  we  are  not  altogether  defective  even  in  this  Point ;  •  and  that,  though 
not  many  in  Number,  our  warm  Springs  are  very  different  in  their  Natures,  and 
have  all  of  them,  notwithdanding,  very  falutary  Effeds.  We  meddle  not  with 
the  fo  much  controverted  Quedion,  whence  thefe  Waters  derive  their  Heat  ? 
Whether  it  be  intrindc,  from  their  pading  through  mineral  Beds,  or  being 
impregnated  with  the  Vapours  of  Pyrites  z  ;  or  whether  they  derive  this  Heat 
from  an  extriniic  Caufe,  or  fubterraneous  Fire  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  a  ? 
Very  probable  Arguments  have  been  urged,  and  great  Authorities  there  are  on 
both  Sides ;  but  we  pretend  not  to  decide  on  which  Truth  lies.  It  is  fudicien'c 
for  our  Purpofe  that  the  Fad;  is  certain,  and  that  we  have  indubitable  Proofs 
that  our  hot  Waters  have  retained  their  Warmth  and  their  Virtues  through  a 
long  Courfe  of  Ages,,  and  that,  whatever  the  Caufe  may  be,  there  are  no  jud 
Grounds  to  apprehend  that  their  falubrious  Qualities  will  ever  fail. 

The  fird  of  thefe  are  the  hot  Springs  at  Bath,  in  Somerfetdnre  b,  f0  well- 
known  with  refped  to  their  medicinal  Virtues,  and  of  which  luch  copious 
Accounts  have  been  given  by  fo  many  learned  Writers,  that  it  would  be  befide 
my  Purpofe  to  dwell  upon  fo  known  a  Subjed.  Yet  a  few  Words  perhaps, 
as  to  the  Hidory  of  the  Place,  and  to  fhew  that  thefe  Waters  have  been,  lince 
their  fird  Difcovery,  ever  famous,  may  not  be  amifs.  The  Britons  called  this 
Place  Yr  ennaint  Twymin,  as  Camden  informs  us  c  •,  but  he  does  not  explain 
their  Meaning,  which  is,  the  warm  or  hot  Bath.  It  was  likewife  called 
Caer  Badon  d,  which  is  the  very  Name  it  now  bears,  that  is,  the  City  of 
Bath.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Blethin,  or  Bledin  Cloyth,  that  is,  as 
Bale  interprets  it,  Bladudus  Magus  e,  or  Bladud  the  Sage.  He  is  faid  to  have 
dudied  at  Athens,  and  to  have  bedowed  perpetual  Heat  upon  thefe  Waters  by 
Art  Magic  f  This  has  been  rejeded  as  a  Fable  too  grofs  to  be  believed.  It 
may  be  fo  ;  and  yet  perhaps  Leland,  who  was  no  credulous  Man,  might  be  as 
much  in  the  Right,  who  thought  it  meant  no  more  than  that  he  found  out 

z  Varenii  Geograph,  univerfalis,  §.  iv.  cap.  xvii.  prop.  7.  M.  Lifter  de  Therm  is  et  Fontibus- 
medicatis  Angliae  Exercit.  1.  cap.  ix.  Hiftoire  de  l’Acad.  Royal,  A.  D.  1700,  p.  52.  Memoires, 
p.  101.  Plot’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Staffordfhire,  chap.  iii.  §.  57.  p.  144.  Hoffman  on  Mineral: 
Waters,  tranflated  by  Dodlor  Shaw,  p.  133. 

a  Agricolla  de  Re  Metal,  p.  31.  Ktrcheri Mundus  Subterran.  P.  i.  lib.  v.  §.  ii.  cap.  6.  Der- 
ham’s  Phyfico-Theology,  book  ii.  chap.  5.  Voyages  de  Tournefort,  Lett.  21.  p.  189.  Colonne- 
Hiftoire  naturalle  del’Univers,  P.  ii.  chap.  5. 

b  Speed’s  Britifti  Empire,  fol.  23. 

c  Britannia,  p.  170. 

d  Baxteri  Gloftograph.  Antiquit.  Britan,  p.  32. 

De  Scriptorib.  Britan,  p.  10,  11. 

f  Galfred.  Monumet.  Hill.  Reg,  Britan,  lib.  ii.  c.  10. 

*  the- 
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the  Ufe  of  thefe  Waters,  and  perhaps  guefled  at  the  Caufes  of  their  Warmth  g 
at  leaft  this  may  be  prefumed,  from  the  Fragment  of  an  old  Chronicle,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  learned  Selden  K  William  of  Malmelbury  is  for  attributing  them 
to  the  Romans  j  and  that  he  might  go  as  high  as  he  could,  gives  the  Honour  to 
Julius  Casfar  i :  Which  Notion  of  his  Leland  treats  with  Contempt  k.  That 
they  were  known  to  the  Romans,  and  improved  by  them,  is  true  j  but  not 
furely  foon  after  their  coming,  lince  Solinus  l  is  the  firfl  Author  who  mentions 
them ;  and  he  tells  us  there  were  hot  Springs  in  Britain,  furrounded  with  ele¬ 
gant  Buildings,  and  dedicated  to  Minerva.  Hence  Camden  very  ingenioufly 
conjectures,  that,  upon  their  being  thus  adorned  and  dedicated  by  the  Romans, 
the  Britons  gave  them  the  new  Name  of  Caer  Palladdur  m,  that  is,  the  City 
of  Pallas’s  Waters ;  which  Title,  however,  Hardinge,  in  his  old  Chronicle, 
attributes  to  Salifbury,  Ptolemy  calls  them,  with  great  Propriety,  Therma 
hudata,  Aquse  calidte,  or,  the  warm  Waters.  In  the  Itinerary  we  find  them 
Riled  Aquae  Solis,  or,  the  Waters  of  the  Sun ;  and  Stephanus  calls  the  City 
Badiza.  Bale  tells  us,  that  fome  attributed  the  Heat  and  Virtues  of  thefe 
Springs  to  a  Miracle  wrought  by  St.  David  n.  It  feems  that  the  Romans  had 
fortified  Bath  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Britons  were  not  eafily  difpoflefled  of 
it  by  the  Saxons  °,  who  became  Mafters  of  it  Anno  Domini  599.  They  gave 
it  the  Name  of  Acemannes  ceafter  p,  which  Camden  and  Bifhop  Gibfon  both 
interpret  the  City  of  Valetudinarians.  They  called  it  alfo  Bathancefter,  Hat 
Bathan,  and  Baddanbyrig,  all  referring  to  its  falutary  Waters  q.  Beda  makes 
mention  of  thefe  warm  Springs,  flowing  in  his  Days  fo'copioufly,  as  to  form 
a  Rivulet,  as  one  of  the  moft  noble  Prerogatives  of  this  lfland  r.  In  fo  high 
Credit  they  were  with  this  Nation,  that  in  dating  Charters  figned  here  s,  they 
took  Notice  of  its  being  the  Place  fo  renowned  for  its  Waters. 

It  fuflfered  feverely  from  the  Fury  of  Swane,  who,  at  the  Head  of  his 
Danifh  Army,  plundered  and  burned  it  After  the  Norman  Conqueft,  this 
City  met  with  fome  Misfortunes  in  Times  of  public  Commotion  u ;  but,  as 
foon  as  thefe  were  over,  the  Splendour  of  Bath  began  to  revive.  Her  Refource 

s  De  Scriptoribus  Britannicls,  cap.  vi. 

h  In  his  Commentary  on  the  eighth  Song  of  Drayton’s  Poly-olbion. 

*  De  Pontif.  Angl.  lib.  ii. 

k  Commentar.  in  Cygnaeam  Cantionem,  p.  34.  35. 

1  Polyhiflor,  cap.  xxv. 

m  Britannia,  p.  170. 

n  Scriptorum  Britannise,  Centuria  prima,  fol.  31.  In  the  original  Edition  in  Quarto,  printed 
atlpfwich,  1548. 

0  Lelandi  Colle&anea,  tom.  ii.  p.  277 

p  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  35,  121. 

Lambarde’s  Topographical  Dictionary  of  Britain,  p.  22. 

r  Ecclefiafticae  Hiftoria  Gentis  Anglorum,  lib.  i.  cap.  1 . 

s  Hemingi  Chartularium  Ecclefiae  Wigornienfis,  p.  64,  108. 

1  LangtoiPs  Chronicle,  p.  43. 

4  Gibfoni  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  193.  Lelandi  ColleCtanea,  tom.  ii.  p.  318. 
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could  not  be  removed  or  injured,  as  appears  by  the  Epigram  of  Alexander 
Necham  w,  who  flouriffied  near  Six  hundred  Years  ago,  that  vafl  Numbers  of 
lame  and  infirm  People  crouded  thither  for,  and  received,  Relief  ;  and  he  like- 
wife  hints  at  the  Tradition,  of  thefe  Baths  being  made  by  Art,  which  he  treats 
as  a  Fable.  Gilbertus  Anglicus  x,  who  was  a  Phylician,  and  not  unlearned  for 
the  Time  in  which  he  lived,  which  probably  might  be  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  I. 
commends  the  fulphureous  Baths  very  much,  and  gives  the  Cafe  of  a  young 
Man,  of  a  melancholy  Difpofition,  and  of  a  broken  ConRitution,  who  was 
cured  by  them.  The  celebrated  Dodtor  Friend  y  was  of  Opinion,  that  this 
Cure  muft  have  been  done,  not  by  bathing,  but  by  drinking  the  Waters ;  a 
Practice  which,  according  to  his  Notion,  was  revived  Three  hundred  Years 
after  by  Dodtor  Guidot,  or  at  lead  with  his  Approbation.  Robert  of  Glouce- 
Rer  z,  in  his  old  rhiming  Chronicle,  makes  Bath  Waters  the  firft  of  the  three 
Wonders  in  England  ;  Stonehenge,  and  the  Peak  of  Derby,  being  the  other 
two.  We  find  a  very  particular  Account  of  the  City  and  the  Baths,  as  they 
Rood  in  his  Time,  in  the  Works  of  our  indefatigable  and  accurate  Antiquary, 
John  Leland  a :  Every  Writer  of  any  Note  who  has  touched  our  Hiftory,  or 
mentioned  the  Singularities  of  this  Ifland,  believing  it  his  Duty  to  celebrate  thefe 
falutary  Streams.  The  Nature  of  their  Contents  ;  their  medicinal  Qualities  ; 
the  proper  Method  of  ufing  them ;  the  Seafons  for  coming  hither ;  the  Dif- 
eales  in  which  they  are  fuccefsful ;  the  Manner  of  applying  them  by  bathing, 
drinking,  or  pumping ;  the  Cafes  in  which  Reafon  and  Experience  fhew 
them  to  be  improper;  and,  in  a  word,  whatever  elfe  the  moft  curious 
Inquirer  could  contrive  to  afk  about  them,  may  be  found  in  the  very  nume¬ 
rous  Pieces  the  Learned  have  written  on  the  Subject  of  thefe  famous  Baths  b. 
Rill  in  as  high  Credit  as  ever.  As  to  any  other  Particulars  which  regard  the 
HiRory  of  the  Place,  and  may  tend  to  fupport  and  eRablifh  what  I  have 
advanced,  in  refpedt  to  the  numerous  Advantages  flowing  to  the  Inhabitants 
from  the  high  and  juR  Reputation  of  thefe  Waters,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
aflemble  a  Cloud  of  Witnefles  <\ 

We  have  mentioned  feveral  of  the  mineral  Fountains  a  fecond  time,  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  Cold  Baths ;  and  we  muR  do  the  fame  in  regard  to  BriRol  Hot  Well, 
now  we  are  treating  of  warm  Waters.  The  warm  Spring  at  St.  Vincent’s  Rock 
was  taken  Notice  of  about  the  Beginning  of  the  laR  Century  d}  and  at  that 
Time  was  covered  with  the  Sea  at  every  high  Tide :  The  Spring,  notwith- 

w  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  1 7 1 . 

x  Compendium  Medicinae,  p.  250. 

y  Hiftory  of  Phyfic,  vol.  ii.  p.  271. 

z  In  his  Introduction,  vol.  i.  p.  7. 

a  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  p.  35 — 40.  vol.  vii.  p.  74. 

b  The  Baths  of  Bathe,  by  DoCtor  Thomas  Venner,  London,  1637,  4°.  Mayo,  Guidot,  Wyn- 
ter,  Pierce,  &c. 

c  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  138.  Salmon’s  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  804 — 8 1 1. 
An  ElTay  towards  a  Hiftory  of  Bath,  by  John  Wood,  Architect,  London,  1749,  2  vol.  8°. 

Vol.  I.  O  Randing, 
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(landing,  preferved  its  Heat  and  its  Virtues,  At  firft  it  was  a  popular  Medicine 
for  fore  Eyes ;  by  which  I  mean  that  Ufe  and  Experience  recommended  it  to 
the  common  People,  who  foon  extended  it  to  fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  Dif- 
eafes  with  equal  Succefs.  We  mull  obferve,  that  in  thefe  Cafes  they  waihed; 
and,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  both  wafhed  with,  and  drank  the  Waters,  which  they 
found  equally  falutary  and  pleafant ;  Qualities  perhaps  no- where  fo  thoroughly 
united.  DoCtor  Venner  publifhed  their  Fame  to  the  World  e  j  and  when  they 
came  to  be  examined  by  the  Learned,  their  Virtues  w^ere  acknowleged,  their 
Effects  particularly  explained,  and  highly  commended.  Some  inclined  to  think, 
that  except  their  being  lefs  hot,  they  differed  not  in  Kind  from  Bath  Waters. 
But  Experience,  and  the  farther  Consideration  which  it  produced,  quickly 
proved  this  was  a  Miflake ;  and  indeed  it  is  now  known  and  confeffed,  that 
Briflol  Waters  fucceed  befl  in  thofe  Cafes  for  which  the  Waters  of  Bath  are 
found  prejudicial  ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  fince  the  Operations  of  thofe  Waters 
have  been  more  attentively  confidered,  diluted  f.  In  fcorbutic  Cafes  their  happy 
Effects  are  undeniable ;  all  Excoriations  in  the  Dyfentery,  with  Ulcers  in  the 
Inteflines,  Kidneys,  and  Bladder,  they  heal  beyond  Expectation,  almofl  beyond 
Credit ;  they  check  all  immoderate  Secretion  in  fuch  a  Manner,  and  with  fo 
great  Safety,  that  fome  regard  this  as  the  CharaCteriRic  of  Briflol  Waters ;  in 
ail  Hemorrhages  they  are  admirable  j  in  the  Strangury,  Gravel,  and  Stone, 
they  do  all  that  can  be  expeCted ;  and  even  in  fcrophulous  Cafes  they  are  very 
fuccefsful.  In  Coughs,  nay,  and  in  Confumptions  of  the  Lungs,  Cures  have 
been  effected  by  thefe  Waters,  when  all  Medicines  failed  ;  and  the  fame  is  alfo 
faid  in  regard  to  cancerous  Sores.  But  in  the  two  laff  Cafes  more  efpecially, 
the  Perfons  affeCted  fhould  be  fent  as  early  as  poffible,  before  the  Dileafe  has 
been  irritated,  or  the  Strength  weakened  by  other  Methods  g.  Thefe  are  ufu- 
ally  Riled  the  Hot  Wells,  becaule,  belide  St.  Vincent’s,  there  has  been  another 
warm  Spring  difcovered  about  a  Mile  lower,  on  the  fame  Side  the  Avon.  It 
may  be,  upon  a  RriCt  Examination  of,  and  a  clofe  Attention  to  their  EffeCts, 
greater  Difference  in  their  Qualities  may  be  difcovered  than  even  the  Learned 
are  at  prefent  willing  to  allow.  As  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  thefe  falutife- 
rous  Springs  the  Air  is  excellent,  the  Country  pleafant,  and  all  Kind  of  Accom¬ 
modations  to  be  had  with  Eafe,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  great  Refort  of  Peo¬ 
ple  of  all  Ranks  hither  in  the  Summer,  which  is  the  proper,  or  rather  the  ufual 
Seafon  j  but  in  Cafes  of  Neceffity,  there  is  no  doubt,  they  may  be  fafely  and 
luccefsfully  ufed  at  any  Time  h. 

Buxton  Baths,  in  Derbyfhire,  near  the  River  We,  lie  ten  Miles  from  Chatf- 
worth,  fixteen  from  CheRerfield,  and  twenty  from  Derby,  in  the  wildeR  Part  of 

*  Childrey’s  Britannia  Raconica,  p.  36. 

e  Cenfure  concerning  the  Waters  at  St.  Vincent’s  Rock,  near  Briftol,  at  the  End  of  his  Baths 
of  Bathe. 

f  See  the  modern  Writers  upon  both  Waters. 

8  Wynter’s  EBay  on  chronical  Difeafes,  p.  41,  42,  54,  55.  Randolph,  Baynard,  Owen,  & c. 

h  From  particular  Information. 
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the  Country,  which  derives  its  Name  from  the  Peak  k  It  was  always  believed* 
by  our  Antiquaries,  that  thefe  Baths  were  known  to,  and  much  frequented  bv, 
the  Romans,  becaufe  of  a  military  Way,  called  the  Bath  Gate,  from  Burgh  to 
this  Place,  which  is  Rill  vifible  k.  This  Conjecture  was  verified  about  fifty  Years 
ago,  when  Sir  Thomas  Delves,  of  Chefhire,  in  Memory  of  a  Cure  he  received 
here,  caufed  an  Arch  to  be  ereCted  ;  in  digging  the  Foundation  for  which,  they 
came  to  the  Remains  of  a  folid  and  magnificent  Structure  of  Roman  Work- 
manfhip ;  and  in  other  Places  in  the  Neighbourhood  very  capacious  Leaden 
Citterns,  and  a  Variety  of  other  Utenfils,  which  evidently  appear  to  be  alfo  of 
Roman  Workmanfhip,  have  been  difcovered  K  That  thefe  Baths  were  lefs 
famous  than  thofe  in  Somerfetfhire,  muft  be  admitted  ;  but  that  they  were  ever 
totally  difufed,  there  is  fome  Reafon  to  doubt.  They  are  mentioned  by  Leland 
as  well  known  Two  hundred  Years  ago ;  but  it  is  certain  they  were  brought 
into  higher  Credit  by  DoCtor  Jones’s  Book  ",  and  by  George  Earl  of  Shrews¬ 
bury's  ereCting  a  Building  over  the  Bath,  then  compofed  of  nine  Springs 
This  Building  was  afterwards  pulled  down,  and  a  new  and  more  commodious 
Edifice  ereCted  by  the  Earl  of  Devonfhire.  Yet,  in  receiving  this  Favour,  the 
Baths  of  Buxton  fuffered  no  fmall  Detriment,  by  the  Lots  of  the  ancient 
Regifter  of  Cures,  drawn  up  by  the  Bath-Warden,  or  Phyfician  attending 
the  Baths,  and  fubfcribed  by  the  Parties  own  Hands  p.  A  Circumflance 
that  deferves  to  be  remembered  and  revived,  not  only  here,  but  at  every 
remarkable  Spring  or  Bath  in  the  Kingdom,  for  Reafons  fo  evident,  that  they 
need  not  be  enumerated.  The  Baths  of  Buxton,  which  are  warmer  than  the 
hot  Well  at  Brittol,  are  yet  in  all  refpeCts  milder  than  thofe  in  Somerfetfhire ; 
and  though  of  confequence  lefs  powerful  in  fome  Diftempers,  yet  in  feverai 
others  are  ufeful  and  falutary,  both  inwardly  taken,  and  outwardly  applied, 
where  Reafon  and  Experiment  have  taught,  that  the  latter  are  to  be  forborne. 
To  give  barely  a  Lift  of  the  Difeafes,  amongft  which  Rheumatifms,  Gouts, 
Scurvies,  Cramps,  Convulfions,  Contractions,  and  Afthmas,  are  included, 
which,  by  the  fure  Teft  of  Experience,  thefe  Springs  have  been  found  to  cure, 
would  take  up  too  much  Room  <1.  It  is  lufficient  therefore  to  fay,  that  the 

1  Lambarde’s  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  48.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fob  67. 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.421.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  52,  53.  Salmon’s  Sur¬ 
vey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  543. 

1  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  23 — 70. 

m  Commentarii  in  Cygneam  Cantionem,  p.  35.  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  p.  43. 

n  The  Benefit  of  the  ancient  Bathes  of  Buckltones,  which  cure  moft  grievous  SicknefTes,  never 
before  publifhed,  compiled  by  John  Jones,  Phyfitian  at  King’s  Mead,  near  Derby,  Anno  Salutis 
1572,  London,  40. 

0  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  421.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  112.  Brome’s  Travels  over 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  84. 

p  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  49. 

q  The  belt  way  of  coming  at  this  would  be,  as  hinted  in  the  Text,  to  revive  the  Regifter,  print 
the  Cafes  every  ten  Years,  and  engage  every  Perfon,  at  their  firft  coming,  to  purchafe  the  Book. 
This  would  eftablifh  the  Fa<5ts,  circulate  the  Reputation  of  the  Waters,  and  prevent  any  fuch 
Accidents  as  that  by  which  the  old  Regifter  was  deftroyed.  , 
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heft  Judges  have  moft  highly  commended  them  and  that,  upon  the  ftridlefi 
Examinations,  the  Efteem  of  their  Virtues,  rnftead  of  being  difcredited  or 
leffened,  hath  been  not  only  admitted  but  increafed  s. 

At  the  Diftance  of  fomewhat  more  than  thirty-two  Yards  North-Eaft 
from  the  Bath  at  Buxton,  rifesSt.  Anne’s  Well,  which  is  chiefly  fupplied  from 
a  Spring  on  the  North  Side,  out  of  a  Rock  of  black  Limeftone,  or  baftard 
Marble  t.  It  formerly  rofe-  into  a  Stone  Bafon,  fhut  up  within  an  ancient 
Roman  Brick  Wall,  a  Yard  fquare  within,  and  a  Yard  high  on  three  Sides, 
open  on  the  fourth  5  till,  in  1709,  Sir  Thomas  Delves  eredted,  as  we  before 
obferved,  an  Arch  over  it,  which  is  twelve  Feet  long,  and  as  many  broad,  fet 
round  with  Stone  Steps  on  the  Inflde  u.  In  the  midft  of  this  Dome  the  Water 
fprings  up  now  into  a  Stone  Bafon  two  Feet  fquare.  This*  Water  is  not  fo 
light  or  fo  warm  as  the  Water  in  the  Baths ;  and  yet  this  may  be  termed  the 
Mother-Spring ;  for  here  the  Romans  had  eredted  their  noble  W orks,  and 
here  was  the  ancient  Chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Anne,  by  which  Buxton  was 
preferved  in  Reputation  w.  That  the  Waters  of  thele  Springs  (for  there  is  a 
fmall  one  on  the  Weft  Side,  as  well  as  a  large  one  on  the  North)  differ  very 
little  in  their  perceptible  Qualities  from  the  Springs  in  the  Baths,  thofe  who 
have  examined  them  with  the  greateft  Care,  feem  to  agree ;  but  that  they, 
notwithffanding,  differ  in  their  Effedts,  Experience  has  fhewn ;  and  of  this 
Sir  Thomas  Delves’s  Arch,  as  a  Monument  of  his  Cure,  remains  a  very 
remarkable,  as  well  as  inconteftible.  Proof. 

About  twenty  Yards  South-Eaft  of  St.  Anne’s,  in  another  Clofe,  lies  Bing¬ 
ham,  or  St.  Peter’s  Well,  called  alfo  Leigh’s  Well,  from  a  memorable  Cure 
received  by  a  Gentleman  of  that  Name  from  this  Spring,  which  rifes  out  of  a 
black  Limeftone,  in  a  very  dry  Ground,  and  is  not  fo  warm  as  St.  Anne’s 
Well.  In  the  very  fame  Clofe  there  are  a  hot  and  a  cold  Spring,  that  flow  into 
the  fame  Receptacle  ;  and,  at  no  great  Diftance,  there  are  other  fmall  Springs 
of  warm  Water,  all  of  which,  if  ftridtly  examined,  may  poflibly  be  found  to 
have  very  different  Effedts,  and  be  consequently  able  to  anfwer  very  different 
Intentions  x.  Thefe  are  Circumftances  of  very  great  Confequence  in  the 
Cure  of  ftubborn  chronic  Difeafes  ;  and  the  Concurrence  of  fuch  a  Variety 

r  Mart.  Lifter  de  Thermis  &  Fontibus  medicatis  Angliae,  p.  36.  Leigh,  book  i.  p.  31.  Allen’s 
Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  p.  39.  See  alfo  Mr.  J.  Martyn’s  Obfervations  in  a  Journey  to  the 
Peak,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfafrions,  N°-  ccccvii.  p.  22. 

s  See  Dodlor  Baynard’s  Appendix  to  the  Hiftory  of  Cold  Bathing. 

*  Lifter  de  Thermis  et  Fontibus  medicatis  Angliae,  p.  37.  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters, 
P.  i.  p.  39. 

u  Speed’s  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  67.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum>  p.  52,  53.  Short’s 
Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  23. 

"  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  p.  45.  See  alfo  Doftor  Jones’s  Book  before  cit 

*  Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  44. 
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of  Waters  within  fo  narrow  a  Compafs,  when  their  feveral  Qualities  {hall  be 
once  thoroughly  underftood,  may  render  Buxton  as  juftly  famous  as  any  Place 
in  Europe,  and  of  courfe  create  as  great  a  Refort  thither ;  fince  the  medicinal 
Virtues  of  its  Waters  are  only  exerted  on  the  Spot,  where  all  imaginable  Con¬ 
veniences  either  already  are,  or  might  be  very  eafily  provided. 

About  fourteen  Miles  South  from  Buxton,  ten  from  Derby,  and  feventeen 
from  Nottingham,  lies  Matlock  Bath,  the  laft  of  the  warm  Waters  that  we 
fhall  mention.  The  Waters  of  Matlock  are  lighter,  but  not  fo  warm  as  thofe 
of  Buxton  y.  In  its  Operations,  Matlock  comes  very  near  to  the  Briftol 
Waters,  and,  like  them,  agrees  perfectly  with  a  Milk  Diet.  In  the  Scurvy, 
Rheumatifm,  Weaknefs,  and  wandering  Pains,  as  well  as  in  all  cutaneous 
Diftempers,  it  has  been  found  highly  beneficial,  ufed  as  a  Bath.  When 
taken  internally,  as  well  as  ufed  externally,  it  has  done  Wonders  in  cancerous 
Sores,  and  the  Kings  Evil ;  but  in  refpect  to  bloody  Urine,  and  indeed  Haemor¬ 
rhages  of  every  Kind,  it  is  held  a  fovereign  Remedy.  In  fhort,  it  is  the 
gentlefl  of  all  our  tepid  Waters,  may  be  taken  in  the  largeft  Quantity,  and, 
generally  fpeaking,  may  be  ufed  without  any  previous  Preparation.  We 
may  add  to  this,  that  the  Air  is  wonderfully  pure,  the  Situation  remarkably 
pleafant,  and  every  thing  that  renders  a  rural  Scene  agreeable,  adorns  the 
Profpedt.  South- Weft  from  Matlock,  lies  Middleton  Bath  and  about  two 
Miles  from  thence  Wirkfworth,  which  has  two  warm  Brooks,  the  one  on  the 
Eaft,  the  other  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Town,  which  ferve  as  Baths,  but  are 
not  ufed  inwardly.  Nine  Miles  from  Matlock  lies  Stony  Middleton  j  and  at 
the  Foot  of  a  high  Mountain,  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Town,  there  rifes  a 
fine  warm  Spring,  the  Water  of  which  is  drank  with  great  Benefit.  Eight 
Yards  from  thence  is  the  Bath,  in  which  there  rifes  as  ftrong  a  Spring  as  that 
at  Buxton  * ;  and  there  are  fome  other  warm  Springs  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
which,  in  any  other  Country,  would  be  thought  worthy  of  a  particular  Defcrip- 
tion ;  but  the  Plenty  of  fuch  falutary  Springs,  in  this  Part  of  Derbyshire, 
occafions  thefe  being  but  little  regarded. 

If,  in  treating  this  Subject,  I  may,  as  the  thing  is  very  pofiible,  have  com¬ 
mitted  any  Miftakes,  exprefied  myfelf  with  any  Impropriety,  or  been  guilty 
of  any  material  Omifiion,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed,  from  the  Uprightnefs  of 
my  Intention  a.  I  am  perfuaded  that,  in  a  political,  as  well  as  a  phyfical, 
Senfe,  it  would  be  of  the  higheft  Importance  to  have  at  leaft  the  moft  con- 
iiderable  of  thefe  Springs  examined,  and,  as  far  as  may  be,  their  Nature  and 

y  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

2  Leigh’s  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  book  iii.  p.  47.  Lifter  deFontibus  medicatis  Anglic,  p.  47. 
Short’s  Hiftory  of  Mineral  Waters. 

a  It  is  polfible  there  might  have  been  lefs  Ground  for  this  Apology,  if  I  had  been  earlier 
acquainted  with  that  accurate  and  moft  ufeful  Performance,  A11  Eflay  on  Waters,  in  three  Parts, 
by  Doftor  Charles  Lucas. 
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Contents  ellablifhed  by  public  Authority  b.  This  would  be  a  Charity  of  the 
moil  elevated  and  extenfive  Nature,  and  productive  of  numberlefs  good  EffeCts, 
more  efpecially  if,  by  the  fame  Authority,  a  public  Regifter  of  Cafes  and 
Cures  was  fixed  at  every  Spring  or  Bath,  the  Warden  fworn  into  his  Service, 
and  impowered  to  adminifier  an  Oath  in  Cafes  where  he  fhould  think  it 
neceflary.  This,  if  any  thing  pofiibly  could,  mull  demolilh  the  dangerous, 
as  well  as  abfiird,  Dominion  of  Fafhion,  and  put  the  Reputation  of  thefe 
Places  upon  the  proper  Bails  of  their  refpeCtive  Merits.  It  would  fecure  to  the 
Patients  a  Certainty  of  Accommodation  upon  reafonable  Terms,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  prove  a  laudable  and  indubitable  Method  of  railing  Towns,  and 
drawing  Inhabitants  into  thole  Parts  of  the  Country  which  are  at  prefent 
thinly  peopled.  In  a  Series  of  Years,  the  Tranllation  of  the  Regillers  into 
Latin,  under  the  Sanction  and  Approbation  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians,  would  diffufe  the  Knowlege  of  thefe  lingular  Blefiings  over  all  Europe, 
and  be  inftrumental  in  the  noblell  of  all  Works,  exalting  the  Glory  of  God, 
by  doing  Good  to  his  Creatures. 

There  are,  in  fome  Countries,  Abundance  of  Lakes  and  Handing  Waters  of 
confiderable  Extent ;  but  in  South  Britain  there  are  very  few,  and  none  of  thefe 
of  any  great  Size.  In  Huntingdonlhire,  from  the  low  Situation  of  the  Country, 
and  near  Neighbourhood  of  the  Fens,  we  find  feveral ;  but  the  moft  remark¬ 
able  are  five,  viz.  Brick-meer,  Ug-meer,  Wittleley-meer,  Ramfey-meer,  and 
Benwick-meer  c.  Of  thefe  Wittlefey-meer  is  by  much  the  largell  ;  and 
anciently  there  was  a  Navigation  from  Peterborough,  by  the  River,  to  this 
Meer,  and  from  thence  to  Ramfey  d.  But  now,  fince  fome  Part  of  the  Country 
is  drained,  the  Bounds  of  thefe  little  Lakes  are  very  much  reduced.  It  has 
been  obferved,  that  the  great  Plenty  of  Filli  in  thefe  Pools,  the  luxuriant 
Pallures  in  their  Neighbourhood,  and  the  Conveniency  of  cutting  Turf,  have 
made  the  Inhabitants  lefs  indullrious  in  this  refpeCt,  as  affording  them  a  Com- 
penfation  even  for  the  Unhealthinefs  of  their  Situation  e.  In  Chelhire,  we 
likewife  find  many  of  thefe  Pools,  but  of  no  great  Extent;  and  amongll 
the  moll  dillinguilhed  are,  Bag-meer,  Comber-meer,  Oakhanger-meer,  and 
Pick-meer  fi  Thefe  are  fingular  in  three  refpeCls,  that  a  River,  or  at 
leall  a  Rivulet,  runs  out  of  each  of  them  ;  that  they  are  plentifully  llored 
with  excellent  Filli ;  and  that  their  Banks  lupply  the  richell  Pallures ;  fo  that 
here  likewife  the  Inhabitants  have  no  llrong  Temptations  to  Draining  g.  In 

b  If  there  be  any  ufeful  Regulations,  real  Improvements,  or  more  convenient  Accommoda¬ 
tions,  at  any  foreign  Springs  or  Baths  than  at  our  own,  thefe  too  fhould  be  adopted. 

c  See  the  Account  of  this  Shire,  by  the  learned  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  in  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire, 
fol.  57. 

d  Hiftoriola  Elienfis,  apud  Camdeni  Britanniam,  p.  368. 

e  See  the  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia,  thelaft  Edition  of  the  Englifli  Tranllation. 

f  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  73.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  13 1. 

5  Norden’s  Defcription  of  this  County.  King’s  Vale  Royal  of  Chelhire.  Sir  Peter  Leycelbr’s 
Antiquities  of  Bucklow  Hundred,  p.  314,  339. 
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Lancashire  there  were  two  confiderable  Cohesions  of  Water  of  this  Kind,  each 
known  by  the  Name  of  Martin-meer  L  The  larged,  which  was  feven  Miles 
long,  two  broad,  and  eighteen  in  Circumference,  was  completely  drained  at 
the  foie  Charge  of  Thomas  Fleetwood,  Efq;  and  this  muft  have  been  a  Work 
of  very  great  Labour  and  Expence,  fince  it  is  aderted,  that  he  employed  more 
than  Two  thoufand  Perfons  at  once.  In  all  Probability  it  very  well  anfwered, 
fince  the  Soil  not  only  proved  very  rich  and  fat,  but  there  was  likewife  found 
a  valuable  Marie  Pit,  fufficient  to  fupply  any  Manure  that  might  be  want¬ 
ing  h  It  may  not  be  amifs  alfo  to  remember,  that  there  were  likewife  difco- 
vered,  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Meer,  no  lefs  than  eight  Canoes,  refembling  thofe 
of  the  Indians  through  all  North  America,  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  Veffels  of  the  ancient  Britons.  But  to  avoid  being  deceived  by  this,  it 
might  be  proper  to  enquire  whether  the  Ufe  of  this  Kind  of  Boat,  upon  fuch 
inland  Pieces  of  Water,  was  not  continued  long  beyond  thole  Times  k.  The 
other  Meer  of  the  fame  Name,  but  lying  feveral  Miles  didant,  is  about  two 
Miles  in  Length,  and  one  in  Breadth,  equally  ferviceable  in  furnilhing  the 
Inhabitants  with  great  Plenty  both  of  Fifh  and  Fowl  h 

The  larged,  and  indeed  the  mod;  famous  of  all  our  Lakes,  is  Winder,  or 
Windal-meer,  in  Wedmoreland,  being  eleven  Miles  long,  and  about  two 
broad  m.  Yet,  dri&ly  fpeaking,  this  ought  not  to  be  reputed  a  Meer,  or  at 
lead;  it  is  not  a  Handing  Water,  fince  it  is  only  the  Expanfion  of  a  River  that 
iffues  out  of  a  little  Lake,  called  Gres-meer,  and  having,  from  the  Situation  of 
the  Country,  diffufed  itfelf  to  this  Extent,  afterwards  runs  on  into  the  Sea  with 
a  full  Stream,  not  many  Miles  farther  n.  Winder-meer  abounds  with  Salmon, 
Pike,  Bafs,  Pearch,  Eels,  &c.  and  it  is  only  in  fomePart  of  it,  where  the  Char 
is  taken,  aderted  by  many  to  be  found  no- where  elfe.  This  delicate  Fidi,  which 
is,  generally  fpeaking,  about  nine  Inches  in  Length,  and  in  fome  degree  refem- 
bles  a  Trout,  is  thus  didinguifhed :  The  Male,  or  Milting  Char,  has  a  red 
Belly,  but  the  Fledi  is  generally  white.  The  Female,  called  the  Roeing  Char, 
has  a  paler  Belly,  but  the  Fledi  is  of  a  brighter  Red,  and  the  Fidi  is  commonly 
larger.  The  third  Sort,  called  Gelt  Char,  and  frequently,  though  it  may  be 
corruptly,  the  Gilt  Char,  is  without  Pvoe  °.  Thefe  Fidi  are  not  to  be  caught 
by  Bait  j  but  feeding  in  deep  Water,  are  taken  only  in  Nets.  It  is,  however, 

*  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  61 1,  612. 

5  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  and  Derbyfhire,  book  i.  p.  17,  18,  19. 

k  The  ancient  Boats,  made  of  Willow  Twigs,  covered  with  Leather,  called  Coracles,  are  dill, 
or  were  very  lately,  ufed  on  the  Meers  in  Chefhire. 

speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  75. 

Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  624,  625’. 

n  Lambarde’s  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  460  (Windeandermer),  Childrey’s  Britannia  Bacc- 
nica,  p.  167.  Salmon’s  Survey  of  England,  p.  63  c.  Bronte’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales,  p,  230.  But  the  belt  Account  is  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xviii.  p.  562,  563. 

Q  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  book  i.  p.  14 1.  Willoughbeii,  Hift.  P ifc.  p.  1 97  • 
Hill’s  Natural  Hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  221.  222. 
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.affirmed,  that  there  is  as  fine  Char  in  Coningfton  Water,  formerly  called 
Thurfton-meer,  in  Lancafhire,  at  five  Miles  Difiance  from  Winder-meer,  as 
in  that  Meer  itfelf  p.  There  are  likewife  fome  Waters,  as  particularly  Ulfes  or 
Ulles  Water,  in  which  there  isalfo  Char,  or  a  Fifh  that  nearly  refernbies  it  <3, 
that  bear  the  Name  of  Meers  in  Cumberland,  and  in  other  Northern  Coun¬ 
tries  ;  as  aifo  many,  though  but  of  a  fmall  Size,  in  Staffordfiiire  j  but  as 
there  is  nothing  in  them  v.ery  particular,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  mention  them. 

In  Wales,  as  one  might  reafonably  expedt,  there  are  many  Lakes ;  and  one 
,may,  with  Truth,  affirm,  there  is  not  a  fingle  County  without  them  ;  but,  in 
this  refpedt,  .Cardiganfhire  and  Carnarvonfhire  exceed  the  refi.  We  fhall  here 
take  notice  of  a  few  only  of  the  mofi  remarkable.  Lhyn  Savadhan,  in  Breck- 
nockfliire,  has  been  always  efieemed,  and  is  indeed,  truly  fingular.  It  lies  about 
two  Miles  Eaft  of  Brecknock,  and  is  two  Miles  in  Length,  and  nearly  the  fame 
in  Breadth,  though  Leland  fays  but  one.  When  the  Spring  advances,  and  the 
.Ice  breaks,  it  makes  fo  great  a  Noife,  refembling  long  and  repeated  Claps  of 
Thunder,  as  to  be  heard  at  a  confiderable  Difiance s.  There  is  a  Tradition  con- 
xerning  this,  and  feveral  other  Lakes  in  Wales,  that  Cities  formerly  fiood  where 
>ve  now  foe  Water.  Our  great  Antiquarian  Camden  intimates,  that,  if  there  be 
any  Truth  in  this  current  Report,  it  muft  have  been  the  City  of  Loventium, 
mentioned  by  Ptolemy,  led  to  this  from  the  Similitude  of  Names,  becaufe 
the  River  Lheweny  runs  out  of  this  Lake  t.  If  there  be  any  Ground  for  this, 
•that  City  muft  have  perifhed  by  an  Earthquake  ;  and  perhaps  the  Noife  made 
by  the  breaking  of  the  Ice,  may  proceed  from  the  hollow  Caverns  in  the  adja¬ 
cent  Country,  which  are  very  common  in  Places  fubjedt  to  Earthquakes  u. 
The  Englilh  call  this  Brecknock-meer ;  and  it  is  commended  for  having  great 
Store  of  Tench,  Pearch,  and  Eelsw.  Bofherton-meer,  not  far  from  Stack- 
pole,  in  Pembrokelhire,  is  famous  for  certain  rumbling  Noifes  in  differ- 
.ent  Parts,  from  whence  the  People  who  live  near,  or  even  within  fome 
Miles  of  it,  in  confequence  of  repeated  Obfervations,  are  able  to  predidt 
the  Weather,  and  more  efpecially  Storms,  as  they  alfo  do  from  the  Roar¬ 
ing  of  the  Sea,  a  Day  or  two  before-hand  Lhyn  Tegid,  in  Merionyd- 
fhire,  called  by  the  Englifh  Pemble-meer,  celebrated  (if  I  miftake  not)  by 
our  great  Antiquary  Leland  in  Verfe,  and  by  Camden  in  Profe  L  The  latter 

p  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  book  i.  p.  141. 

*1  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  87.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Lancafhire. 

r  See  a  large  Account  of  thefe  Lakes  or  Pools  in  Dodtor  Plot’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  this  County, 
chap.  vii. 

s  Camden’s  Britannia,  p.  432.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  109.  Brome’s  Travels  over  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  25. 

1  Others,  with  as  little  Ground,  place  Loventinum  in  Caermardenfhire.  See  his  Britannia,  p.  50^. 

u  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  136.. 

w  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  67. 

x  From  a  MS.  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Nicholas  Roberts,  late  Redlor  of  Lhan  Dhewi  Velfrey. 

y  Britannia,  p.  531.  where  the  Latin  Verfes  of  the  antiquarian  Poet  (fo  Camden  calls  him)  are 
infer  ted. 

obferves, 
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obferves,  that  the  River  Dee  palfes  through  this  Lake  without  mixing  with 
its  Waters;  but  the  Proof  produced  is  not  fatisfadlory.  It  is  faid  that 
the  Gwiniad,  a  Filh  peculiar  to  the  Lake ;  is  never  found  in  the' River;  or 
Salmon,  for  which  the  River  is  famous,  in  the  Lake,  which  may  be,  and  per¬ 
haps  is  true ;  but  this  ought  rather  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Nature  of  the  Filh, 
than  to  any  fuch  Property  in  the  River  z.  The  Gwiniad,  though  this  Name 
might  be  well  enough  tranllated  the  Whiting,  is  indeed  of  the  Trout  Kind, 
and  thought  to  be  precifely  the  fame  with  the  Albelen,  or  Alberlin  ;  and  by 
the  Germans  Weifs-fifch,  common  in  many  of  the  Lakes  of  Switzerland;  as 
alfo  with  the  Filh  that  bears  the  Name  of  Ferra,  in  the  Lake  of  Geneva  a. 
The  fame  Kind  of  Filh  is  alfo  found  in  fome  of  our  Lakes  in  the  North  of 
England,  and  is  there  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Schelley ;  which,  with 
great  Probability,  is  accounted  for,  from  the  Gwiniad’s  delighting  in  deep 
Waters,  and  feeding  chiefly  on  the  Water  Gladiol,  the  Gladiolus  lacuftris  of 
Clufius,  a  Plant  peculiar  to  thefe  Alpine  Lakes,  and  found  very  plentifully  in 
them  all  b.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Salmon  delights  in  a  lharp  Water,  and 
confequently  palfes  diredtly  thorough  the  Lake.  But  if  upon  the  Authority  of 
fuch  great  Men  as  Camden  and  Sir  John  Prife,  we  fhould  admit  the  Fa£t : 
We  may  at  the  fame  time  deny  that  it  is  a  Wonder  either  here  or  in  the  Lhyn 
Savadhan,  through  which  the  Lheveney  is  faid  to  run  without  mixing  its 
Waters,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Dee  through  this  Lake.  For  when  we 
are  told  that  both  thefe  Rivers  are  very  rapid,  and  that  the  Colour  of  their 
Streams  difbinguifli.es  them  in  their  Railage  through  the  Lakes,  one  mull  be 
mightily  in  love  with  the  Marvellous,  to  be  at  all  furprized  at  it.  Befides, 
there  is  a  great  Difference  in  the  Weight  of  Waters;  and  thofe  of  Rivers  are 
univerfally  allowed  to  be  lighter  than  the  Waters  of  Lakes.  There  is  a  third 
Singularity  infilled  upon  by  Camden  in  regard  to  this  Lake,  which  is,  that 
though  Land  Floods,  heavy  Rains,  or  melting  of  Snows,  never  raife  it  above 
its  Banks,  yet  Storms  of  Wind  commonly,  if  not  conllantly,  make  it  overflow. 
If,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  the  Soil  adjacent  to  thefe  Lakes  be,  generally 
fpeaking,  hollow,  and  communicating  with  Caverns  under  the  neighbouring 
Mountains,  then  very  probably  the  Winds  may  pals  through  thefe  with  Force 
enough  to  lift  the  Waters  over  the  Banks  of  the  Lake.  It  may  not  be  amifs 
to  remark,  that  Leland  c,  though  he  vifited  this  Country,  and  mentions  this 
Lake,  is  filent  as  to  thefe  Particulars,  unlefs  he  is  the  Author  of  thofe  Latin 
Verfes  before-mentioned. 


z  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  117.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  145.  Sir  John  Prife’s 
Defcription  of  Wales,  with  Additions,  by  Humphry  Lloyd,  p.  9. 

a  Annotations  on  Camden’s  Britannia,  (fo  far  as  regards  Wales)  by  Mr.  Lhwyd.  Willoughbeu 
Hift-  Pifc.  p.  183.  Doftor  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p  386. 

b  See  the  Additions  to  Camden ;  and  Catalogues  of  Plants  in  Cumberland  and  WeftmorelanJ . 
c  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  p.  44.  ' 
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Lhyn  Peris,  or  St.  Peter’s  Lake,  in  Carnarvonfhire,  is  alfo  famous  for  a 
remarkable  Kind  of  Fifh  called  the  Turgoch,  that  is,  the  Red  Belly  d.  This 
fome  have  fancied  peculiar  to  the  Lake.  Others  take  it  to  be  the  fame  with 
the  Hafiler  in  the  Lakes  of  Swifferland,  and  alfo  with  the  Gilt  Char  e.  We 
are  allured  by  Dodtor  Leigh  that  it  is  not  the  Char,  but  the  Cafe,  which  is  a 
Fifh  extremely  like  it,  and  is  found  in  feveral  Rivers  in  Lancalhire  and  Weft- 
moreland,  but  fpawns  at  a  different  Time  of  Year  from  the  Char  The 
Turgoch  comes  into  Seafon  in  the  Beginning  of  November,  and  lafts  about  a 
Month  g.  This  Fifh  is  likewife  very  common  in  fome  of  the  Lakes  of  Italy, 
and,  as  we  fhall  fhew  more  at  large  hereafter,  by  fome  of  the  greateft  Natu- 
raliffs  in  that  Country,  fuppofed  to  be  no-where  elfe  h.  Giraldus  Cam- 
brenlls  tells  us  of  two  Lakes  in  this  County,  in  one  of  which  there  is  a  floating 
Illand,  and  in  the  other  Fifh  of  various  Kinds,  fuch  as  Trout,  Pearch,  and  Eel, 
but  all  of  them  blind  of  the  left  Eye  *.  No  fuch  Lakes,  or  rather  none  with 
thefe  Chara&erifticks,  on  the  ftri&eft  Inquilition,  are  now  to  be  met  with , 
but  in  relpedt  to  the  laft,  which  is  certainly  the  moft  wonderful  of  the  two, 
fomething  very  like  it  has  been  eftablilhed  on  good  Authority  in  France,  as 
to  Pikes  with  the  right  Eye  blind ;  though  in  the  River  Liffone,  into  which 
the  Water  of  the  Lake  overflows,  the  fame  Kind  of  Fifh  are  perfectly  found. 
This  Lake,  which  is  very  fmall,  lies  near  Gabard  in  Angoumois  k. 

It  feems  to  be  agreed  by  the  beft  Writers,  that  the  Waters  of  Lakes  are 
lefs  wholfome  than  thofe  of  Springs  or  of  Rivers  1 :  Yet  this  ought  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  fuch  as  do  not  receive  or  difcharge  Rivers,  of  which  we  have  but  few. 
But,  notwithffanding  this  Inconvenience,  Lakes  are  in  many  relpedls  ufeful. 
The  Vapours  that  arife  from  them,  being  warm,  ferve,  more  efpecially  in 
Northern  Countries,  to  temper  the  Rigour  of  the  Winter  Seafon  m.  They 
abound  exceedingly  with  Fifh,  and  frequently  with  fuch  as  are  not  to  be 
had  elfewhere ;  perhaps  any  Kind  of  Fifh  that  are  found  in  foreign  Lakes, 
might  thrive  in  moil  of  ours,  if  by  any  means  they  could  be  tranfported 
hither.  The  Waters  of  Lakes  are  commonly  of  a  great  Depth  >  and  it  feems 
as  if,  even  in  the  moft  oppolite  Climates,  the  Temper  of  this  Element  remains 
pretty  near  the  fame,  and  therefore  we  may  naturally  enough  fuppofe,  that  all 
Fifh  delighting  in  deep  Waters  will  live  and  breed  in  them,  even  in  remote 

d  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  48.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  524.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire, 
fol.  123.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  149. 

e  Do&or  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  368.  See  alfo  Mr.  Lhwyd's  Annotations  on  Camden. 

f  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancalhire,  Chelhire,  &c.  book  i.  p.  142. 

S  This  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Lhwyd,  in  his  Annotations  on  Camden, 

h  Aldrovandus  de  Pifcibus.  Francf.  1610,  fol. 

i  Itinerarii  Cambriae,  lib.  ii.  cap.  ix,  Mr.  Llhwyd’s  Annotations  on  the  Welch  Counties  in 

Camden. 

k  Hifloire  de  l’Academie  Royale  des  Sciences,  pour  l’Anne,  1747,  p.  37. 

1  Boerhaave’s  Chemiftry,  tranflated  by  Doftor  Shaw,  vol.  i.  p.  439,  440. 

®  Derham’s  Phylico-Theology,  book  iv,  chap.  12, 

4  and 
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and  very  different  Climates.  But  if,  at  firfl  Sight,  this  fhould  feem  not  only 
a  little  Angular,  but  fomewhat  chimerical,  I  defire  that  the  Reader  will  be 
pleafed  to  refleCt,  that  what  is  done  in  one  Country,  is  always,  under  like 
Circumffances,  practicable  in  another.  Now,  in  Switzerland,  where  they  have 
Lakes  of  alFSizes,  they  have  one  or  more  Towns  upon  every  Lake)  and 
it  is  generally  computed  an  eighth  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  live  upon  the  Pro¬ 
duce  of  their  Fifhing  n.  In  the  Lake  of  Zugh,  which  is  not  very  confiderable, 
we  are  allured  by  one  of  our  own  Countrymen,  whofe  Authority  in  this  Point 
is  indifputable,  that  there  were  at  lead:  fifty  feveral  Kinds  of  eatable  Fifh,  all 
in  great  Plenty,  and  fome  of  the  molt  delicate  Sorts,  fuch  as  Trouts,  Grayling, 
Char,  Pearch,  Eel-Pouts,  and  many  others  o ;  fo  that  he  was  extremely  at  a 
Lofs  to  conceive  how  all  this  Fifh  got  thither,  thinking  it  hardly  poffible  that 
they  fhould  come  againft  the  Stream  Five  hundred  Miles  up  the  Rhone  5 
whereas,  in  truth,  fuch  as  were  not  Natives  of  the  Lake,  were  brought 
there ;  and  we  have  therefore  very  little  Reafon  to  doubt,  fince,  as  we  have 
already  fhewn,  the  fame  Fifh  are  to  be  found  in  the  Lakes  of  different  Coun¬ 
tries  j  that  mofl  Kind  of  Fifh  which  live  in  Lakes  in  one  Country,  will  alfo 
live  in  another,  becaule  they,  as  we  remarked  before,  delight  in  deep  Water, 
and  in  the  Plants  that  commonly  grow  on  the  Sides  of  fuch  Lakes  p.  It 
is  the  Vanity  arifing  from  the  Poffefiion  of  Rarities,  that  has  been  the  Support 
of  a  contrary  Opinion,  which  appears  clearly  from  the  Char,  of  which  we 
have  for  this  very  Reafon  faid  fo  much.  At  Verona  it  is  extolled  as  the  greatefl 
Delicacy  under  the  Name  of  Carpione,  in  Latin,  Carpio  Benaci  Lacus.  Gef- 
ner  calls  it  Salmo,  vel  Trutta  Benaci  Lacus )  for  out  of  the  Lago  di  Garda  it 
was  not  to  be  found  q.  We  had  the  fame  Notion  with  refpeCt  to  Winder- 
meer,  with  juft  as  much  Foundation.  Other  Writers  have  defcribed  this  Fifh 
under  the  Name  of  Umbla  lacuftris  minor  $  and  this  peculiar  Fifh,  we  are 
affured  by  the  great  Linnasus,  is  the  common  Food  of  the  Laplanders,  being 
found  in  the  utmofl  Plenty  in  thofe  Lakes,  that  are  fo  cold,  as  not  to  nourifh  any 
living  Creature  in  them  but  this  r.  Whoever  reflects  upon  what  has  been  faid 
with  Attention,  and  at  the  fame  time  remembers,  that  moll  Sorts  of  Fifh  have 
been  imported  s,  and  that  thofe  brought  from  China  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  thrive 
and  produce  their  Kind  here  as  well  as  in  their  native  Waters,  can  never  look 
upon  the  Improvement  which  I  have  offered  as  impracticable  j  though,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  muff  take  the  Liberty  of  obferving,  that,  if  I  had  Room,  I  could 
add  a  great  deal  more  upon  this  SubjeCt,  which  would  fully  demonftrate  that  it 

is  not  only  poffible  and  practicable,  but  very  eafy  to  be  accomplished. 

1 

n  Bilhop  Burnet’s  Travels  through  Swiflerland,  Letter,  ii. 

®  Ray’s  Travels,  or  Obfervations  Topographical,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  368. 

p  See  Mr.  Lhvyd’s  Annotations  on  Camden’s  Defcriptions  of  Meryonnedfhire  and  Caernarvon- 
(hire. 

9  Willoughbeii  Hift.  Pifc.  p.  183,  184.  DoCtor  Brown’s  Travels,  p.  204, 

r  Hill’s  Natural  Hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  221,  222. 

*  Houghton’s  Collections  on  Hulbandry  and  Trade. 
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BuTj  I  fhould  be  wanting  to  myfelf,  and  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  inquifi- 
tive  Reader,  Should  I  negleCt  to  inform  him,  that  this  Method  of  improving 
is  already  praCtifed  in  China,  where  their  Pedlars  carry  Jars  of  Spawn  about 
from  one  Province  to  another  through  the  whole  Empire,  for  this  very  Pur- 
pofe  of  flocking  every  Lake  with  all  the  different  Kinds  of  Lake  Fifh  t.  A 
Circumftance  that  certainly  demands  the  Notice  of  an  Age  and  Nation  that 
feem  fo  much  difpofed  to  do  the  Subjects  of  this  Empire  Juftice  in  every 
other  RefpeCt.  We  already  imitate  the  Chinefe  in  a  Multitude  of  Things;  why 
not  in  this  ?  We  adopt  their  grotefque  Paintings;  we  are  proud  of  imitating 
their  Porcelaine  ;  we  are  daily  quitting  our  own  Principles  of  Architecture,  in 
order  to  follow  theirs ;  why  not  copy  them  in  a  Matter  of  fuch  apparent  Bene¬ 
fit  ?  We  might  then  have  all  the  Lake  Fifh  of  this  Ifland  in  every  Lake,  with  as 
much  Eafe  as  they  tranfport  them  from  this  Province  of  their  Empire  to  that* 
We  might  then  procure  the  Streamling,  which  is  the  prime  Fifh,  in  the  Swedifh 
Lake  Maeler  «  •  the  Rheinlacker,  or  Rhine  Salmon,  which  are  two  Ells  long,, 
and  forty  Pounds  Weight,  from  the  Lake  of  Conftance  w  •  and  thofe  enormous 
Trouts,  that  are  the  Glory  of  the  Geneva  Lake  x,  with  as  little  Trouble,  with¬ 
out  queftion,  as  the  Chinefe  carry  their  Jars  even  from  the  remoteft  DiftriCts 
of  their  extenfive  Empire.  We  might  imitate  them  alfo,  when  our  Lakes  were: 
thus  flocked  (for  that  of  courfe  would  bring  us  Water-Fowl  of  every  Kind),  in 
making  ufe  of  Birds  of  Prey  to  fifh  for  us,  before  they  were  permitted  to  feed 
themfelves  y.  And  thus  Employment  and  Subfiilence  too  being  found  for  an 
Acceflion  of  People,  every  little  Lake  would  quickly  have  its  Village ;  every 
larger  one,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  would  have  its  Town,  as  well  in  the  rough  Parts 
of  Britain,  as  in  Switzerland.  In  order  to  effeCt  many  Things  of  this  kind,  there 
is  nothing  more  requifite,  than  to  convert  that  reftlefs  Paffion  of  Curiofity,  which; 
is  the  CharaCteriftic  of  the  prefent  Age,  into  a  laudable  View  to  Utility;  which* 
by  a  few  exalted  and  conspicuous  Examples,  might  certainly  be  done..  We 
had  heard  that  Gold  and  Silver  Fifh  ferved  to  amufe  the  Idle  in  China  V  We 
longed  for  them  here.  Experience  has  fhewn  that  this  Longing  might  be: 
gratified ;  and  the  fame  Experience  has  fhewn  us,  that  this  is  a  mere  Piece  of 
Amufement.  Surely  the  Trouble  would  not  have  been  greater,  or  the  Acqui- 
jfition  lefs  fatisfaClory,  if  it  had  produced  us  Fifh  that  were  fit  to  eat.-  We 
very  readily  admit  that  this,  as  it  hands,  was  a  very  innocent  Experiment ;  ands 
on  the  other  hand,  we  hope  it  will  be  allowed  that  our  Propoial  is  more  ufe- 
ful,  and  that  there  is  not  the  fmalleil  room  to  doubt  that  it  may  be  attended: 
with  as  much  Succefs  a. 

1  D.  F.  Navarette,  Tratados  Hifloricas  de  la  Monarchia  de  China,  lib.  i.  cap.  1 9. 

■*>  Bifhop  Robinfon’s  Account  of  Sweden,  p.  5. 

w  Gefner,  de.  Pifc.  p.,  1220.  Addifon’s  Travels,  p.  177.  Delices  de  la  SnifTe,  tom.  i.  p.  5  id 

a  Aldrovand.  de  Pife.  585.  Delices  de  la  Suifle,  tom.  iv.  p.  306. 

7  D.  F.  Navarette,  Tratados  Hifloricas  de  la  Monarchia  de  China,  lib.  i.  cap.  18. 

x  Du  Halde  Defcription  de  la  Empire  de  Chine,  tom.  i.  p.  43. 

*  Might  not  fome  of  the  final!  Jars,  filled  with  Spawn,  be  as  eafily  obtained  as  the  Gold  Fifh  t 
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We  may  with  great  Probability  prefume,  that  Lakes,  as  well  as  Springs, 
apd  other  Collections  of  Waters,  have  their  particular  Properties ;  and  though 
they  may  be  lefs  palatable,  or  wholfome,  have,  notwithftanding,  Qualities  that 
may  in  fome  meafure  compenfate  thefe  Defeats.  We  are  told,  that  in  the  very 
Empire  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  there  is  a  certain  Lake  b  furrounded  with 
Villages,  full  of  Inhabitants,  drawn  thither  by  an  abfolute  A  durance,  that 
the  Silk  wafhed  in  it  derives  from  thence  a  Luftre,  not  to  be  obtained  any  other 
way.  We  can  have  no  Hopes,  it  is  true,  of  repeating  this  Experiment ;  but  pof- 
iibly  fome  of  our  Lakes  may  be  found  as  ufeful  in  bleaching,  or  in  fome  Cir~ 
cumftance  regarding  our  Woollen  Manufacture,  which  might  prove  as  benefi¬ 
cial  to  us  as  that  is  to  them.  Nature  is  faid  to  be  a  Mother  to  fome  People,  and 
a  Step-dame  to  others ;  but  the  real  Truth  is,  that  Providence  is  kind  alike  to 
all,  and  it  is  Induftry  only  that  makes  a  Difference  between  Nations ;  and 
thofe  who  contemplate  her  Gifts,  and  ftudy  how  to  make  ufe  of  them,  very 
rarely  fail  of  finding  their  Pains  rewarded,  even  beyond  their  Expectations* 
We  know  that  though  hard  Waters  are  unfit  for  many  Ufes,  yet  there  are  alfo 
many  Ufes  for  which  they  are  more  fit  than  others  c.  There  are  therefore 
good  Grounds  to  believe  that  thefe,  as  well  as  other  Waters,  have  very  bene¬ 
ficial  Qualities,  if  we  could  diftinguifh  them.  We  have  Reafon  to  think  that 
they  might  be  tried,  with  very  confiderable  Advantage,  in  the  ftriking  differ¬ 
ent  Kinds  of  Dyes,  which  is  a  Point  that  deferves  to  be  examined.  We 
have  a  Hint  given  us  by  Leland,  of  which  no  Notice  has  been  taken  by  other 
Writers,  of  a  Salt  Lake  in  Cheffiire  d.  He  fays,  that  about  a  Mile  from  Cum- 
ber-meer  Abbey,  Part  of  a  Hill,  with  Trees  upon  it,  funk  down  fuddenly, 
and  was  covered  with  Salt  Water ;  of  which  the  Abbot  being  informed, 
caufed  it  to  be  wrought ;  but  the  Proprietors  of  the  Wiches  compound¬ 
ing  with  him,  he  left  off  working.  He  adds,  that  this  Salt  Pool  fbilL 
remained  in  his  Time,  but  that  no  Care  was  taken  of  it.  This  merits  the 
greater  Attention,  becaufe  we  have  a  particular  Account  of  an  Accident 
of  the  fame  kind  that  fell  out  near  Bickly,  in  the  fame  County,  in  1657 
We  may  at  lead  from  thefe  Inflances  perceive,  how  fome  ifnali  Lakes 
are  formed  ;  and  it  is  very  poffible  that  the  Traditions  relating  to  larger  Lakes* 
formed  in  the  fame  manner,  are  not  fo  totally  void  of  Foundation  as  is  com¬ 
monly  imagined.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  great  Lord  Bacon  never 
heard  any  thing  of  the  firft;  it  is  certain  he  could  know  nothing  of  the 
latter  5  and  yet  in  a  Work  of  his,  which  is  far  from  being  the  lead  valu¬ 
able  among!!  his  many  admirable  Performances,  he  has  touched  upon  this- 
Head,  and  treated  it  in  a  Manner  as  if  he  had  been  led  to  it  by  thefe  very 
Inftances  f.  It  was  his  Talent  to  conceive  whatever  might  be  poffible,  and 

*  DuHalde,  Defeription  de  la  Empire  de  Chine,  tom.  i.  p.  127. 

«  In  boiling  Fifh,  making  Plaifter,  and  in  preparing  Cloth  for  receiving  certain  Dyes. 

*  Itinerary,  vol.  i-.  p,  82. 

*  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  131,  132. 

*  See  his  new  Atlantis,  §.  viii.  See  alfo  the  Title  Fish  in  his  Sylva  Sylvarum, 
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to  point  out  the  Ufes  of  Things  even  before  they  were  difcovered.  It  is  our 
more  humble  Endeavour  to  borrow  from  the  Difcoveries  of  others,  and  to 
aim  at  the  Improvement  of  thofe  Things  which,  in  Whole  or  in  Part,  have 
been  neglected,  though  fufficiently  known. 

It  may  with  great  Juftice  be  afterted,  that  no  Country  can  be  more  plen¬ 
tifully  or  agreeably  fupplied  with  Water,  than  North  Britain,  in  which  there 
were  anciently  a  Multitude  of  Springs,  in  high  Repute  for  their  fanative  Vir¬ 
tues  ;  and  fince  the  Qualities  of  Waters  have  been  more  rationally,  as  well  as 
rigoroufly  examined,  there  have  been  Abundance  of  medicinal  and  mineral 
Fountains  difcovered,  of  which  we  {hall  only  mention  a  few.  That  which 
bears  the  Name  of  Aberbrothock,  or,  as  commonly  pronounced,  Arbroth 
Spaw,  in  the  County  of  Angus,  rifes  in  a  gravelly  Soil,  through  a  Bed  of  Peb¬ 
bles,  intermixed  with  Sand,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  that  Town,  and  is  appa¬ 
rently  impregnated  with  Steel  g.  The  Water  has  a  brifk  lpirituous  Tafte  at 
the  Well,  and  yet  bears  Carriage  to  fome  Diftance  tolerably.  It  is  found,  by 
Experience,  to  give  great  Relief  in  gravelly  and  nephritic  Cafes  ;  to  purify  the 
Blood  in  the  Scurvy,  and  to  remove  Acidity  in  the  Stomach  ;  but  its  greateft 
Effects  are  in  nervous  Cafes,  and  broken  Conftitutions,  from  what  in  that 
Country  is  ftiled  faft  Living,  in  which  it  has  done  very  great  and  unexpected 
Cures.  On  the  Side  of  a  round  Hill,  at  a  very  fmall  Diftance  Weft  from  that 
City,  fprings  the  Aberdeen  Spaw,  the  Virtues  of  which,  in  many  chronic 
Diftempers,  have  been  celebrated  by  DoCtor  William  Barclay,  Profeflor  of 
Phyilc  in  that  Univerfity  h.  At  a  fmall  Diftance  from  Cortachie,  the  Earl  of 
Airly’s  Seat,  on  the  River  of  Southefk  i,  there  rifes  a  Steel  Water  at  the  Foot 
of  a  Hill,  amongft  rocky  Stones,  that  Iparkle  like  Marcafites  when  they  are 
broken.  Thefe  Waters  refemble  in  a  great  meafure,  and  have  much  the  fame 
Virtues,  with  thofe  of  Aberbrothock  Spring  5  and  they  are  both  drank  with 
the  greateft  Succefs  immediately  after  the  ceafing  of  the  Spring  Rains,  that  is, 
in  the  Months  of  May  and  June,  or  before  thofe  of  the  Autumn,  in  the 
Months  of  Auguft  and  September. 

The  Dunfe  Spaw  in  the  Merfe,  of  which  Notice  was  firft  taken  in  the  Year 
1747,  rifes  in  a  Valley,  about  a  Mile  on  the  South  Side  of  that  Town,  at  a  very 
fmall  Diftance  from  a  Brook.  It  appears,  upon  a  ftriCt  Examination,  to  be  a 
very  pure  chalybeate  Spring  ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  Simplicity  of  its  Con¬ 
tents,  of  very  powerful  Virtues  when  drank  upon  the  Spot.  The  Scum  that 
fettles  on  the  Surface  has  been  applied  with  Succefs  to  weak  Eyes.  The  Water 
taken  under  proper  Direction,  to  the  Amount  of  two  Quarts  in  twenty-four 

*  Doctor  Alexander  Thompfon’s  Account  of  the  mineral  Springs  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Montrofe,  being  the  fixth  Article  in  the  fecond  Volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Eflays. 

h  R.  Sibbaldi,  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hifloriae  Scotia,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.  p.  25,  Additions  to 
Camden’s  Britannia. 

*  Medical  Eflays,  Edinburgh,  1747,  12°.  vol.  ii.  p.  45. 
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Hours,  removes  Flatulencies  in  the  Stomach,  {Lengthens  the  Bowels,  cures 
Indigefiion,  frees  Children  from  the  Worms,  is  of  fignal  Service  in  the  Scurvy, 
and  even  in  fcrophulous  Cafes.  In  nervous  Diforders  it  has  been  ufed  with 
Benefit,  as  alfo  in  fpafmodic  Cafes  *,  and  there  are  Infiances  of  its  curing  Pal- 
fies,  even  in  old  People.  The  Credit  therefore  of  this  Spring  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  thoroughly  eftablilhed  k.  Glendy  Spaw,  rifes  at  a  very  fmall  Dif- 
tance  from  the  famous  Kairn  on  the  Top  of  the  Grampion  Hills  l,  in  a  Bog, 
with  Mofs  roundabout,  and  no  Rock  near  it:  It  mounts  up  in  Bubbles,  as  if 
boiling,  through  the  Mofs,  which  is  loaded  with  Ochre.  The  Virtues  of  the 
Waters  are  very  confiderable  ;  they  may  be  drank  with  little  or  no  previous 
Preparation,  and  are  very  ferviceable  in  removing  gravelly  Complaints,  in  moft 
Scurvies,  and  cutaneous  Diftempers ;  but  are  particularly  beneficial  in  nervous 
Cafes,  and  in  a  general  bad  Habit  of  Body. 

In  the  Year  1748  Mr.  John  Williamfon  difcovered  a  very  valuable  mineral 
Spring,  from  thence  ftiled  at  firfi  Williamfon’s  Water,  on  the  Hartfell  Moun¬ 
tain,  three  Miles  diftant  from  Moffat,  which,  upon  a  firidt  Examination,  is 
affirmed  to  contain  in  its  Waters  a  native  fixed  Vitriol  of  Iron ;  whence  it 
appears  to  be  aperient  and  firengthening,  and  muft  be  of  great  Ufe  where 
the  Solids  are  relaxed,  and  the  Blood  grown  watery  and  weak  m.  It  is  very 
certainly  known  to  cure  hot  tetterous  Eruptions,  obfiinate  Ulcers,  Bloody 
Flux,  bloody  Urine,  Spitting  of  Blood,  rheumatic  Pains,  and  Weaknefles  of 
every  Kind,  more  efpecially  thofe  arifing  from  long  Illnefles.  But  what  mufi 
appear  very  lingular,  and  which  nothing  could  fupport  but  the  Evidence  of 
Facts,  thefe  Waters  have  done  moft  lurprizing  Cures  in  Confumptions  of  the 
Lungs  in  a  very  fhort  Time  5  and  what  renders  the  Hartfell  Spaw  ftill  more 
valuable,  its  Waters  bear  Carriage  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  any  of  like  Vir¬ 
tues,  and  may  be  drank  with  very  near  the  fame  Advantage  at  any  Difiance  as 
upon  the  Spot  K 

Kincardine  Spaw  rifes  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  a  pleafant  Rivulet, 
through  a  Bed  of  Flintftone  and  Sand  n.  It  is  a  pure  Chalybeate,  and  has 
very  near  the  fame  Properties  with  the  Spaw  at  Aberbrothock.  There  flows 
out  of  a  Rock,  not  far  from  the  Town  of  Kinghorn  °,  a  clear  pleafant  Spring, 
remarkably  cold,  which  was  formerly  in  great  Repute  for  curing  Inflamma¬ 
tions  of  the  Eyes,  removing  Eruptions  on  the  Skin,  relieving  nephritic  Com- 

k  See  a  very  methodical  and  ingenious  Account  of  thefe  Waters,  entitled,  “  An  EfTay  on  the 
1,4  Contents  and  Virtues  of  the  Dunfe  Spaw,  by  Francis  Home,  M.  D.  Edinburgh,  1751,  8°.” 

1  Medical  Effays  and  Obfervations,  vol.  ii.  p.  45. 

m  Effays  and  Obfervations  Phyfical  and  Literary,  Edinburgh,  1754,  vol.  i.  p.  341 — 371. 

n  It  may  be  proper  to  give  the  Title  of  the  whole  twelfth  Article  from  the  Book  lad  cited  ; 
“  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  the  Hartfell  Spaw,  made  at  Moffat ;  and  an  Account  of  its 
44  medicinal  Virtues,  fo  far  as  they  have  hitherto  been  difcovered  from  Experience,  by  W.  Horfe- 
**  burgh,  M.  D.” 

0  Medical  EfTays  and  Obfervations,  vol.  ii.  p.  44* 
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plaints,  reftoring  loft  Appetite,  and  many  other  Virtues,  which  were  celebrated 
in  a  Treatife,  written  on  purpofe  to  recommend  it,  by  Doctor  Anderfon,  who, 
in  the  laft  Century,  was  a  very  eminent  Phyhcian  p.  Lentretham  Spaw,  near 
the  Mouth  of  Glenifla,  not  far  from  Montrofe  q,  is  amongft  the  Number  of 
the  chalybeate  Springs  mentioned  by  Doctor  Alexander  Thomfon,  who  far¬ 
ther  oblerves,  that  in  this  Part  of  Scotland  they  are  fo  common,  that  there  is 
fcarce  a  Parifh  without  them.  But,  like  all  the  other  Bleffings  afforded  us  by 
Providence,  this  is  liable  to  fome  Abufes,  by  the  common  People  drinking 
it  at  all  Seafons  indifcriminately,  for  every,  fometimes  without  any.  Com¬ 
plaint,  and  in  fuch  prodigious  Quantities,  that  it  is  no  Wonder  if  it  does 
more  Harm  than  Good. 

The  Waters  of  Moffat  in  the  Steuarty  of  Annandale  (for  there  are  two 
Springs,  feparated  by  a  fmall  Rock)  at  about  a  Mile  Diftance  North  from  that 
Town,  and  thirty-fix  South-Eaft  from  Edinburgh,  were  as  early  known,  in  as 
much  Efteem,  and  have  maintained  their  Credit  as  well  as  any  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  r.  They  fmell  very  ftrong,  not  unlike  the  Barrel  of  a  foul  Gun,  are  of  a 
bluifh  milky  Caft,  and  are  reputed  fulphureous  s.  They  are  taken  in  large 
Quantities,  are  efteemed  very  {Lengthening  and  balfamic,  eafe  all  Pains  in  the 
Stomach,  and  Gripings  in  the  Bowels,  cleanfe  all  cutaneous  Eruptions,  and  are 
fovereign  in  fcrophulous  Cafes,  if  perfifted  in  for  a  proper  Time.  They  are 
likewife  Angularly  ferviceable  in  all  Kinds  of  Cholics  t  but  they  are  not  to 
be  meddled  with  by  Perfons  who  have  Coughs,  Diftempers  in  the  Lungs,  or 
hecftical  Heats ;  all  which  is  no  Difparagement  to  the  Waters,  lince  the  very 
Qualities  that  render  them  falutary  in  fome  Diftempers,  make  them  very  unfit 
to  be  drank  by  fuch  as  are  afHidted  with  Difeafes  of  another  Nature  u, 

Montrose  Spaw  w  rifes  to  the  Air  from  a  black  mofs-coloured  Earth, 
having  firft  penetrated  through  feveral  Beds  of  foft  Clay  and  Sand.  It  is  of  a 
whitifh  Colour,  foft  Tafte,  and  difcovers  but  very  little  of  the  mineral.  It  is 
very  diuretic,  and  if  drank  in  a  fufficient  Quantity,  purgative.  It  greatly 
relieves  Pains  in  the  Stomach,  Weakneffes  of  all  Kinds,  the  Strangury,  Gravel, 

?The  Title  of  this  learned  Phyfician’s  Book,  was  (i  The  Cold  Spring  of  Kinghorn.’* 

^  Medical  Eflays  and  Obfervations,  vol.  ii.  p.  45. 

r  R.  Sibbaldi,  Prodrom.  Natural,  Hillorise  Scotim,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.  p.  25.  Additions  to 
Camden’s  Britannia. 

s  A  Topographico-fpagyrical  Defcription  of  Moffat  Wells,  by  Mr.  Matthew  Mackaile,  Apo¬ 
thecary. 

*  Short’s  Hiflory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  ii.  p.  72 — 75.  Experiments  on  the  medicinal  Waters 
of  Moffat,  by  Andrew  Plummer,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  and  Profeffor 
of  Medicine  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  being  the  eighth  Article  of  the  find  Volume  of  Medi¬ 
cal  ETays,  &c. 

u  An  Account  of  the  Virtues  of  the  Mineral  Waters  near  Moffat,  by  Mr.  George  Milligen,  Sur¬ 
geon  ?t  Moffat,  Art.  vii.  of  Medical  EfTays,  vol.  i.  p.  54- — 69. 

w  Doftor  Alexander  Thompfon’s  two  Differtaticns  on  the  Virtues  of  Montrofe  Well.  Medical 
EfTays,  vol,  iii.  p.  53—90, 

and 
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and  Stone;  Scurvies,  even  in  their  worft  Condition  ;  Spitting  of  Blood,  and 
all  the  Diforders  incident  from  undue  Secretions.  Peterhead  Spring  jn  the 
Shire  of  Aberdeen,  celebrated  as  a  vitriolic  Water,  in  the  laft  Century,  by  Doc¬ 
tor  Moor,  an  eminent  Phyfician,  and  Profeffor  of  Medicine  in  that  ancient  Uni- 
verlity,  is  pretty  much  of  the  fame  Nature  with  the  Spring  of  Aberbrothock, 
except  that  in  too  great  Relaxation  of  the  Solids,  this  is  very  much  to  be 
preferred.  St.  Katherine’s  Well  in  Lothian  7,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  Edin¬ 
burgh,  has  been  long  remarkable  for  an  Oil,  of  a  black  Colour,  and  pleafant 
Smell,  floating  on  the  Top  of  the  Waters,  which  has  been  ufed  medicinally, 
with  great  Succefs,  for  old  Aches,  and  wandering  Pains.  At  Slains  in  the 
Shire  of  Buchan  7,  there  is  a  petrifying  Spring,  the  Water  of  which,  when 
expofed  to  the  Air,  very  fpeedily  turns  to  a  kind  of  friable  Stone. 

As  to  the  Practice  of  Cold  Bathing,  it  never  fell  into  Difufe  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  but  for  the  fake  both  of  Pleafure  and  Health,  in  the  Northern  Parts 
more  efpecially,  was  frequent. among  Men  of  all  Ranks,  and  rarely  omitted  in 
refpedf  to  Children  of  both  Sexes  a ;  which  might  perhaps  be  the  Reafon  that 
particular  Cold  Baths  were  not  much  known,  or  confidered.  It  is,  however, 
allowed  by  the  belt  Judges,  that  mineral  Springs  may,  thus  applied,  have 
falutary  Eifedts,  and  perform  Cures  that  could  not  be  expedfed  from  common 
Water  b.  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  takes  Notice  of  Arthrey,  within  two  Miles  of 
Stirling,  which  being  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  a  Copper  Mine,  he  judged 
from  thence  muft  derive  more  than  ordinary  Virtues  c.  The  cold  Spring  of 
Kinghorn,  very  probably  in  this  refpedf,  falls  little  fhort  of  Holy  Well,  in 
Wales  d.  The  ingenious  Doctor  Home,  having  experienced  the  Benefits  of 
external  Application  in  various  Difeafes,  exprefles  fome  Regret  that,  at  the  Time 
he  wrote,  they  had  no  Conveniencies  for  bathing  in  the  Water  of  Dunfe  e  •  and 
Dodtor  Thomfon,  for  the  like  Reafon,  propofed  an  Improvement  of  the  fame 
Kind  at  Montrofe  f  No  hot  Baths  have  yet  been  difcovered  in  this  Part  of 
the  Ifland.  But  it  was  always  the  Pradtice  to  ufe  the  extremely  fetid  Waters 
of  the  upper  Well  at  Moffat  in  this  Way  g.  In  earlier  Times  they  heated 
thefe  to  as  high  a  Degree  as  they  could  be  well  borne  ;  but  at  prelent  their 
Baths  are  no  more  than  tepid  h  5  and  at  Hartfell  the  greateff  Cures  are  found 

*  Sibbaldi,  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiftorke  Scotia?,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  io.  p.  25.  Medical  Effays, 
vol.  ii-  p-  5 2,  56. 

y  Hedt.  Boeth.  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  6.  Varenii,  Geograph.  §.  iv.  cap.  17. 
Prop.  vii. 

z  Sibbaldi,  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiftorke  Scotke,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.  p.  25. 
a  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiftory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  171,  172. 
b  Wainwright’s  mechanical  Account  of  the  Non-naturals,  p.  118,  119,  120, 
c  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiftorke  Scotke,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.  p.  25. 

®  Sir  John  Floyer’s  Hiftory  of  Cold  Bathing,  p.  165. 
c  EfTay  on  the  Contents  and  Virtues  of  Dunfe  Spaw,  p.  204. 

1  Medical  Eflays  and  Obfervations,  vol.  iii.  p.  89. 

*  Mr.  George  Milligen’s  Account  of  Moffat  Wells,  In  the  Medical  Effays,  vol.  i.  p.  58. 

*  This  Alteration  is  of  much  greater  Importance  than  it  feems  at  firft  Sight. 
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to  be  effected,  more  efpecially  in  dubborn  Diforders,  by  ufing  them  exter¬ 
nally  as  well  as  internally  b  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  mentions  the  didolving  the 
black  Oil  of  St.  Katherine’s  Well  in  Moffat  Waters  made  hot,  and  rubbing  them 
into  the  Parts  affedled,  as  a  Practice  which,  in  his  Opinion,  might  be  ufed  with 
much  Benefit,  and  which,  for  that  very  Reafon,  deferyes  to  be  remembered  K 
It  would  be  a  Work  of  Wifdom,  Policy,  and  Charity,  to  put  all  thefe  Springs 
into  the  belf  Condition  poffible,  for  drinking  and  bathing,  at  the  Public  Expence, 
with  a  competent  Salary  for  a  Phyfician  of  eflablifhed  Character  and  Expe¬ 
rience  to  attend  each  of  them,  diredt  their  Ule,  and  regifter  their  Cures. 
This  would  be  more  efpecially  requifite  in  fuch  as  are  fituated  in  obfcure 
Places,  and  difficult  of  Accefs,  fince  it  might  be  an  effectual  Means  of  raffing 
Towns,  and  creating  Society,  where  mod  wanted.  As  there  is  already  a  Board 
of  Police  in  North  Britain,  I  fpeak  with  the  greater  Confidence  3  for  certainly 
they  could  not  do  a  better  Office  to  their  Country,  than  to  promote  by  this,, 
and  every  other  Method,  Edablifhments  where  as  yet  there  are  none. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Number  of  Lakes  in  North  Britain  much  exceeds 
thofe  in  the  South,  even  if  we  include  the  Lakes  in  Wales 3  and  yet  the  Lochs 
in  that  Part  of  the  Illand  appear  ta  be  more  numerous  than  they  really  are* 
fince  not  a  few  that  pafs  currently  under  this  Appellation,  are  at  this  Time, 
properly  fpeaking,  Arms  of  the  Sea.  It  would  be  very  eafy  to.  give  many 
Indances  3  but  as  we  have  little  Room  to  fpare,  one  that  clearly  points  the 
Thing  out  to  be  as  we  have  fuggeded,  fhall  fuffice.  The  County  of  Galloway 
dretches  itfelf  in  a  very  lingular  Form  into  the  Irifh  Sea,  not  very  unlike  an 
Anchor.  On  the  South  Side  lies  the  Bay  of  Glenluce  3  yet  the  Inlet  on  the- 
North  is  called  Loch  Ryan,  or  Lochrain,  though  it  is  as  much  an  Arm  of 
the  Sea  as  the  other  b  But,  notwithdanding  the  apparent  Impropriety  of  this. 
Didindtion,  perhaps  it  may  be  accounted  for.  On  the  North-Ead:  Side  of 
the  Idand  there  is  fuch  another  Arm  of  the  Sea,  which  is  called  Loch  Beau¬ 
lieu  3  and  it  is  very  certain  that  all  this  was  once  dry  Land,  the  Roots  and 
Remains  of  Oak  Trees  being  dill  vffible  at  low  Water  m  3  and  podibly,  though 
Hidory  is  filent  as  to  the  Fadb,  this  might  be  alfo  the  Cafe  of  Loch  Ryan,  Loch. 
Strevan,  Loch  Fyn,  and  other  Arms  of  the  Sea  that  bear  this  Denomination... 
Others,  again,  are  mere  Expanfions  of  Rivers,  which  from  that  Circumdance 
only  are  diled  Lochs  5  and  of  this  there  is  a  very  remarkable  Indance  in  the 
Shire  of  Invernefs,  where,  at  a  dnall  Didance  from  Dalwhine,  there  rifes  a 
Spring,  which  running  a  little  Way  North-Ead,  fpreads  its  Waters  abroad,, 
and  is  then  didinguidied  by  the  Name  of  Loch  Doun  5  out  of  which  proceed¬ 
ing  again,  with  no  very  confiderable  Current  3  and  prefently  diffufing  itfelf  & 

>*  ElTays  and  Obfervations  Phyficarand  Literary,  vol.  i.  p.  371-. 

k  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiftorise  Scotise,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.  p.  2.5,. 

1  Buchanan.  Hift.  Scot.  lib.  i. 

w  Philofophical  Tranladtions,  N0,  ccliv^p.  23 u 
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fecond  rime,  afiumes  the  Name  of  Loch  Wrodin ;  pafiing  thence  in  the  Form 
of  a  Rivulet  for  the  Space  of  half  a  Mile,  it  Ipreads  a  third  time,  and  then  takes 
the  Name  of  Loch  Gaich ;  on  its  Exit  from  the  latter,  it  is  Riled  the  River 
Trommy  j  and  running  feven  Miles  more,  under  that  Denomination,  falls  at 
length  into  the  Spey,  at  a  Place  called  from  thence  Inver-trommy  As  to 
the  large  Loughs,  mofi,  if  not  all  of  them,  are  fed  by  Brooks  or  Rivulets,  and 
commonly  ilfue  in  a  confiderable  River  of  the  fame  Name,  as  Loch  Tay,  Loch 
Ern,  Loch  Levin,  Loch  Dee,  &c.  o  Some  great  Rivers  ilfue  alfo  from  fmall 
Lakes,  as  the  River  Spey  from  Loch  Spey  p j  and  Loch  Lomond,  which  is 
held  the  mofi  copious  Body  of  frefii  Water  in  North  Britain,  being  twenty- 
four  Miles  long,  eight  broad,  and  having  in  it  thirty  Iflands,  of  which  three  are 
well  inhabited ;  fends  forth  two  Rivers,  Lomond  and  Leven  q.  Thus  it  appears 
that  the  far  greater  Part  of  the  Lakes  or  Lochs  of  North  Britain  are  not,  as  is 
commonly  apprehended,  Randing  Waters,  but  either  admit  the  Tide  from  the 
Sea,  or  have  Streams  of  frefh  Water  running  through  them  ;  and  yet  lome  there 
are,  though  not  many  of  this  laR  Sort,  of  which,  if  I  miRake  not,  is  Loch 
Maben,  in  Annandale,  which  is  five  Miles  long,  and  four  broad,  plentifully 
Rocked  with  many  different  Kinds  of  Filli  r.  We  may  from  hence  collect* 
pretty  clearly,  the  Caufe  why  there  are  fb  many  Lakes  in  this  Part  of  the  Iiland. 
As  it  abounds  with  Mountains  and  Hills,  in  like  manner  with  Wales,  and  the 
Northern  Counties  of  Lancafhire,  Cumberland,  and  WeRmoreland,  fo  from  the 
Sides,  and  towards  the  Bottom  of  thefe,  break  out  Springs,  the  Waters  from 
which  pairing  along  till  they  meet  with  deep  Vales,  muR  fill  up  them  before 
they  can  open  a  Palfage  farther ;  and,  according  to  the  different  Sizes  of  fuch 
Vallies,  the  Lochs  are  of  larger  or  lefler  Extent,  out  of  which  the  Water  ififu- 
ing,  in  a  Country  of  more  regular  Defcent,  continues  its  Courfe  either  into 
fome  larger  River,  or  till  it  falls  into  the  Sea  s. 

Some  of  thefe  Lochs  or  Lakes  in  North,  as  well  as  thofe  in  South  Britain, 
are  difiinguiffied  by  their  particular  Qualities ;  as,  for  Infiance,  Loch  Nefie, 
which  is  twenty-four  Miles  in  Length,  near  four  in  Breadth  in  fome  Places,  and 
in  others  two,  of  fo  great  a  Depth,  that  as  yet  it  has  not  been  afeertained  ;  and  its 
Waters  fo  warm,  that  they  never  freeze ;  nay  the  River  Nefie,  which  runs 
about  fix  Miles  from  the  Loch  into  the  Sea,  is  obferved  in  the  coldefi  Winters 
to  fmoak  t.  Some  have  aferibed  this  to  the  Vicinity  of  the  Sea  on  both  Sides  the 
Iiland ;  which  is  very  improbable,  fince  the  Lakes  between  it  and  the  WeRern 

•  * 

n  See  Dorret’s  large  Map  of  Scotland,  and  the  Survey  of  the  military  Roads. 

o  H.  Eoethii,  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,.  Buchanan.  Hilt.  Scot.  lib.  i.  Sibbaldi  Prodroni, 
Naturalis  Hrltoriae  "Scotiae,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 

p  Camdeni  Britannia,  p  714. 

q  Buchanan.  Hift,  Scot.  lib.  i.  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiftoiiae  Scotiae,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 

r  Heftoris  Boethii,  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  3. 

*  Varenii  Geograph.  §.  iv.  cap  15. 

1  JBpeth.  Scotorun). Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  4,  5.  Buchanan.  Hift.  Scot.  lib.  i. 
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Ocean  are  known  to  freeze ;  and  at  no  great  Diffance  there  is  a  little  Lake,, 
called  Loch  Wyn,  i.  e.  Green,  covered  with  Ice  Winter  and  Summer  11 .  There 
are  other  Lakes,  as  well  as  Loch  Neffe,  that  very  feldom,  if  ever,  freeze;  fuch  as 
Loch  Taie,  and  Loch  Em  w  •  and  fome,  that  like  the  green  Loch,  continue, 
either  in  Whole  or  in  Part,  frozen  through  the  Year  x.  Some,  as  particularly 
Loch  Lomond,  feem  affedted  by  fubterraneous  Winds,  being  tolled  and  put 
into  Motion  when  the  exterior  Air  is  very  calm  y.  It  will  appear,  from  what 
has  been  laid,  that  the  Number  of  Lochs  in  this  Part  of  Britain  cannot  be 
ftiled  injurious  to  the  Health  of  the  Inhabitants  from  their  Effluvia,  as  very 
few  are  filled  with  Handing  Waters,  the  Vapours  of  which  are  known  to  be 
very  unwholfome.  On  the  contrary,  thefe  Lochs,  or  at  lead;  moil  of  them* 
from  their  Nature  and  Dilpolition,  are  exceedingly  beneficial  to  fuch  as  dwell 
near  them,  by  furnilhing  them  with  Fifli  and  Fowl,  and,  when  the  Country 
fhall  be  better  cultivated,  and  more  fully  inhabited,  are  capable  of  being 
rendered  fo  in  a  much  higher  Degree.  They  abound  with  Fifh,  fome  of 
them  in  a  Manner  almoff  incredible,  and  with  Filh  of  very  different  Kinds,, 
the  Sizes  of  the  fame  Species  differing  alfo  even  in  neighbouring  Lochs ;  to- 
fay  nothing  of  thofe  that  are  fuppofed  to  be  peculiar  to  particular  Lakes, 
which  probably  may  depend  upon  Accident,  and  to  pafs  over  likewife  the 
Pearl  and  Purple  Muffels,  which  are  Curiofities  both  here  and  in  Wales,  they 
are  Sources  likewife  of  many  other  Advantages  2  ;.  they  fupply  the  Place  of 
Rivers,  and  enable  People  to  correfpond  with  each  other  with  much  greater 
Conveniency  than  they  otherwife  could  do,  with  far  lefs  Fatigue,  and  at  alt 
Seafons.  This  might  be  very  much  improved,  fo  as  to  open  a  Communica¬ 
tion  between  the  Seas,  on  the  Eaff  and  Weft  Sides  of  the  Illand,  and  with 
very  little  Trouble.  The. Shire  of  Invernefs,  even  taking  it  in  the  Hoping, 
Direction  of  the  Loughs,  is  not  above  fixty  Miles  broad.  Of  thefe  the  River 
Neffe  and  the  Lough  take  up  one-half;  to  the  Weftward  lie  Loch  Oich, 
Loch  Lochy,  Loch  Eil,  which  opens  into  Linhe  Loch,  that  is  in  fadt  an  Arm 
of  the  Sea ;  fo  that,  in  all  this  Space,  there  is  not  above  eight  Miles  of  Land- 
Carriage;  and,  as  to  the  Depth  of  Water,  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that,  in 
Cromwell’s  Time,  there  was  an  armed  Veffel  upon  Loch  Neffe  paffing  conti¬ 
nually  between  Inverlochy  and  Invernefs,  and  confequently  there  might  be  lo 
again  a.  The  Land  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  thefe  Lochs  is  obferved  to  be* 
more  fertile,  the  Grafs  on  their  Banks  to  be  richer  and  more  nutritive ;  and  the 
warm  Vapours  of  the  Lakes  alfo  improve  the  Climate,,  fo  that  Rofemary  has* 

u  See  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Frazer’s  Letter  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  N°*  ccliv.. 
w  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiftoriae  Scotioe,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  p.  22. 
x  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  afterwards  Earl  of  Cromarty’s,  Letter  in  the  Philofophical  Tran  fac¬ 
tions,  N°*  cxiv.  p.  307. 

y  Boethii,  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio.  fol.  3.  Buchan.  Hill.  Scot.  lib.  U 
2  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  HiRoriae  Scotias,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 

a  Mr.  James  Frazer’s  Letter  before  cited,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  Captain  Orton,  who 
commanded  that  Yeffel,  and  I  am  alfo  informed  there  has  been  fuch  a  one  lince. 
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efcaped  in  the  Gardens  near  the  River  Nefle,  in  very  fevere  Winters,  that  have 
killed  and  deftroyed  it  in  thofe  many  Miles  South  b.  Hence,  in  Caithnefs  and 
Sutherland,  where  there  are  many  more,  and  fome  of  thefe  larger  Lakes  than 
in  all  Wales,  the  Climate  is  foft,  and  the  Country  is  fruitful  to  a  Degree  fcarce 
to  be  expe&ed,  confidering  how  far  it  lies  to  the  North ;  and  this  Number  of 
Lakes  furnifhes  the  Inhabitants  with  fuch  Quantities  of  Fifh  and  Fowl,  that 
they  adtually  live  in  great  Abundance  ;  and  if  they  had  Trade,  and  were  accu- 
Homed  to  Improvements,  might  very  foon  add  Elegance  to  Plenty  c. 

Our  SubjedV  now  leads  us  into  Ireland,  where,  if  we  had  as  diftindt  a 
Hiftory  of  the  Waters  of  every  Kind  throughout  the  Ifland,  as  we  have  of 
fome  particular  Counties  d}  we  fhould  certainly  find  a  larger  Field,  the  Extent 
of  Territory  confidered,  than  even  in  Britain.  As  it  is,  we  have  abundant 
Materials  to  anfwer  our  Intention,  and  to  demonftrate  that  Providence,  amidft 
that  Redundance  of  Waters  of  which  fome  have  complained  e,  without  any 
good  Reafon  perhaps,  if  we  refledt  that  mod:  of  the  Inconveniencies  which 
flow  from  them,  are  not  fo  properly  attributed  to  Nature  as  to  Accident;  not 
fo  juftly  to  the  Country,  as  to  the  Revolutions  to  which  it  has  been  fubjedt ; 
there  are,  notwithftanding,  all  the  Advantages  derived  in  other  Countries  from 
this  neceffary  Fluid,  found,  and  found  in  great  Perfedtion,  as  will  be  evident 
even  from  thofe  few  Inftances  that,  through  the  Length  of  this  Chapter,  we 
are  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  producing,  and  which  may  fuffice,  till 
the  natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  from  the  Encouragement  given  by  the  learned 
Societies  in  that  Country,  fhall  appear  in  a  complete  Body,  and  reprefent  that, 
noble  Kingdom  as  it  deferves.  A  Work  long  defired,  often  attempted,  and, 
whenever  accomplifhed,  will  fhew  that,  Britain  excepted,  there  exifts  not  a 
better  fituated,  or  a  fairer  Ifland  upon  the  Globe  f. 

To  begin  then  with  a  Specimen  of  the  lingular,  medicinal,  and  mineral 
Springs,  that  have  been  difcovered  in  Ireland.  At  Ballymurtogh,  on  the 
South  Bank  of  the  River  Arklow,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  Newbridge,  in 
the  County  of  Wicklow,  there  iftues  a  Water  from  a  Copper  Mine  (now  no 
longer  wrought),  fo  highly  faturated  with  Vitriol,  that  it  produces  what  was 
formerly  called,  though  with  great  Impropriety,  a  Tranfmutation  of  Iron  into 
Copper  g ;  in  relation  to  which  we  fhall  fay  fomething  more,  in  fpeaking  of 
another  Water  that  pofteffes  this  Property  in  a  ftill  higher  Degree.  At  Bally- 
nahinch,  on  the  Skirts  of  a  Mountain,  called  Slieve  Croob,  in  the  Diocele  of 

b  Sir  George  Mackenzie  afferts  this  from  his  own  ICnowlege. 

c  Atlas  maritimus  et  commercialis,  p.  18. 

*  Such  as  Cork,  Down,  Waterford,  &c. 

c  Girald.  in  Topograph.  Hiberniae,  cap.  v,  vi,  vii.  Id.  de  Mirabilibus  &  Miraeulis  I^ibern'a^ 
cap.  ix. 

f  Bed*  Hiflr.  ecclefiaft.  Gentis  Anglorum.  lib.  i.  cap.  i. 

S  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  vol.  xlvii.  N0’  Ixxxiv.  p.  500. 

Dromore 
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Dromore,  and  Barony  of  Kinelearty,  there  is  a  mineral  Spring  1J,  which  ih 
Brightnefs  of  Colour  is  inferior  to  none,  but  very  difagreeable  in  Tade  and 
Smell,  refembling  in  both  the  Waters  of  Moffat,  and  effeemed  not  below  them 
in  Virtue,  more  efpecially  in  fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  Cafes  with  this  farther 
Advantage,  that  it  bears  Carriage,  even  to  a  confiderable  Diffance,  without 
lofing  its  falutary  Qualities*  Ballyfpellan,  about  eight  Miles  from  Kilkenny, 
has  been  many  Years  in  Repute,  and  fometimes  ffiled,  though  perhaps  impro¬ 
perly,  the  Irifli  Spaw.  It  is  an  excellent  Chalybeate,  as  we  have  been  inform¬ 
ed,  has  done  great  Service  in  Diforders  of  the  Stomach,  in  hypochondriac 
Maladies,  Cholics,  and  the  rnofl  ftubborn  Eruptions  of  the  Skin,  have  been 
removed  by  drinking,  for  a  fhortTime,  thefe  Waters.  Clonmell  Spring  iffues 
out  of  the  Side  of  a  rifing  Ground,  that  is,  notwithflanding,  over-looked  by 
a  pretty  deep  Hill,  on  that  Side  of  the  River  Suir  which  is  in  the  County  of 
Waterford  i.  The  Cures  performed  by  drinking  of  this  Water  in  the  Scurvy, 
and  other  chronic  Didempers,  drew  thither,  fome  Years  ago,  a  great  Refort 
of  People  ;  but  Fafhion,  which  rules  in  Ireland  as  well  as  Britain,  has  brought 
other  W aters  of  late  into  higher  Credit. 

Cronebaun  k  Is  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Ballymurtogh,  but  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  River  Arklow,  and  near  forty  Miles  from  Dublin,  and,  like  that, 
flows  from  a  Copper  Mine,  which  is  dill  wrought.  It  is  fo  much  dronger 
than  the  Spring  before-mentioned,  that  they  make  ufe  of  the  Water  for  the 
fame  Purpofe  that  renders  the  famous  Springs  of  Ziment,  in  Hungary,  a  con¬ 
tinual  Fund  of  Riches  l  j  that  is,  they  conduct  its  Waters  to  certain  Pits,  in 
which  Bars  of  foft  Iron  are  placed,  which,  covered  with  this  Water,  gradually 
diffolve ;  a  Copper  Rud  is  thence  formed,  which  retains  the  Shape  of  the  Iron 
Bars.  In  order  to  expedite  the  Work,  this  Rud  is  from  time  to  time  rubbed 
away,  and  finks  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Pit.  A  Tun  of  Iron  produces  very 
near  twice  the  Quantity  of  this  Rud,  from  which  they  fmelt  above  a  Tun 
and  a  half  of  fine  Copper,  much  more  valuable  than  what  is  derived  from 
the  Ore  of  the  Mine,  though  that  is  alfo  wrought  to  great  Profit.  Thefe 
Waters  are  likewife  ufed  medic*  rally  both  externally  and  internally  j  but  per¬ 
haps  the  former  is  the  fafer  Pra&ice.  It  is  held  to  be  a  great  Specific  in  the 
Cure  of  Worms 

At  Crofs,  near  Crofs  Town,  in  the  County  of  Waterford  n,  feveral  Springs 
were  difcovered  in  a  Bog,  which  are  faid  to  be  of  a  vitriolic  Nature,  but  very 

h  The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  ix.  p.  175. 

*  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  vol.  xlvii.  No-  lxxxiv.  p.  500 — 503. 

i  Ancient  and  prelent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  by  Charles  Smith,  chap.  ix. 

f5.  241- 

TKircheri  Mundus  Subterraneus,  tom.  ii.  p.  18  c.  Doftor  Edward  Brown’s  Travels,  p.  68,  60. 
Jacobi  Toll'd  Epift.  Itiner.  p.  191. 

m  Philofophical  Tranfatfions,  vol.  xlviii.  N°-  xii.  p.  94 - 96  ;  N°*  xxviii.  p.  x  8 1- — 190. 

The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  ix. 

mild. 
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mild,  and  effedting  great  Cures  in  the  Jaundice,  and  other  Diftempers  arifing 
from  Obftrudtions,  when  drank  in  fmall  Quantities ;  and  thefe  Waters  are  like- 
wife  faid  to  bear  Carriage  without  Injury  to  their  Virtues.  The  Spring  at  Dro- 
more  rifes  in  the  Town  of  that  Name,  by  the  River  Side,  covered  by  an  Arch  ; 
it  appears,  upon  Examination,  to  be  a  Chalybeate,  has  been  drank  with  Suc- 
cefs  for  gravelly  Complaints,  and  fometimes,  more  especially  in  dry  Seafons, 
purges  o.  Grangee,  or  Granfhaw  Mineral  Spring,  in  the  County  of  Down, 
lies  in  a  little  Valley,  furrounded  on  all  Sides  by  Hills  of  eafy  Afcent ;  it  has 
an  Afpedt  to  the  Eaft ;  and  on  the  South  there  is  a  large  Bog.  It  has  on 
proper  Trials  been  found,  that  the  Waters  are  not  inferior  in  Strength  to  the 
bed;  of  the  Britilh  Chalybeates,  lit  eafy  on  the  Stomach,  and  have  done  great 
Service  in  the  Gravel  p. 

Kanturk  Spring,  about  half  a  Mile  North-Weld  of  a  Town  of  the  fame 
Name,  in  the  County  of  Cork,  rifes  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  Alla,  by  which 
in  great  Floods  it  is  overflowed.  It  is  efteemed  a  chalybeate  fulphureous  Water,, 
as  well  from  Experiment  as  from  its  Smell  and  Tafte.  Many  have  been 
relieved  by  thefe  Waters  in  fcorbutic  Diforders,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  and  in  the 
Gravel ;  they  have  been  alfo  of  Service  in  the  King’s  Evil ;  and  there  have' 
been  two  Indances  of  their. curing  Droplies q.  Killaghee  Water,  near  three  Miles- 
North  from  Grangee,  in  the  County  of  Down,  is  a  Water  of  much  the  fame; 
Nature  ;  and  Experience  has  Ihewn,  that  put  into  new  Bottles  carefully 
corked  and  relined  upon  the  Spot,  it  bears  Carriage  tolerably  r.  Kilmeadan^ 
in  the  County  of  Waterford,  breaks  out  in  the  high  Way  between  two  rifing 
Grounds,  with  fuch  Force,  that  in  eroding  the  Road  it  becomes  a  little  Brook. 
It  is  a  light  Chalybeate,  very  diuretic,  and  was  drank  about  forty  Years  ago 
with  much  Succefs;  but,  in  order  to  experience  its  Virtues,  it  mud  be  taken 
upon  the  Spot  s.  Macroomp  Spaw,  at  the  Diftance  of  half  a  Mile  from 
that  Town,  in  the  County  of  Cork,  rifes  on  the  very  Brink  of  a  Bog,  is  a 
mild  Chalybeate,  has  done  great  Service  in  hypochondriacal  Cafes,  in  cuta¬ 
neous  Eruptions,  in  the  Scurvy,  and  even  in  fcrophulous  Cafes,  when  all  other 
Means  .have  failed  t.  Newry  Spaw,  in  the  County  of  Down,  is  a  weaker 
Chalybeate,  which  at  the  Spring  may  be  drank  with  great  Advantage  by  Per- 
fons  of  a  tender  and  delicate  Conftitution  u.  Tierkelly,  two  Miles  North- 
Ead  from  Rathfryland,  in  the  fame  County,  is  a  more  potent  Chalybeate  w,. 
and  has  been  ufed  both  externally  (that  is  by  walhing  the  Parts  affected)  and' 


°  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  ix.  p.  167. 
p  Ibid.  p.  168. 

^  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  p.  269,  270. 
r  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  ix.  p.  169. 

J  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  Chap.  ix.  p.-  244. 

*  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  p.  275. 
u  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  ix.  p.  167. 
w  This  renders  the  Advice  of  a  fkilful  Phyfician  more  neceifary  in  the  Choice  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Mineral  Waters,  than  in  any  other  Branch  of  Medicine, 

2  internally 


$ 20  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

Internally  with  great  Succefs  in  fcorbutic  Cafes  *.  Thefe  Indances  are  chiefly 
given  from  three  Counties,  viz.  Cork  and  Waterford  in  Munder,  and  Down 
in  Uifter  Province ;  in  which  Counties  many  more  of  thefe  falutary  Waters 
have  been  difcovered,  and  therefore  we  have  good  Reafon  to  believe  there  are 
Numbers  of  fuch  valuable  Springs,  and  thofe  too  of  various  Kinds  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Ifland  ;  which  Abundance  cannot  in  the  lead;  depreciate  the  Value 
of  the  Blefling,  flnce  to  have  the  Means  of  removing  Pain  and  Difeafe  every¬ 
where  at  hand,  is  perhaps  the  greated  that  any  Nation  can  poffefs. 

When  there  are  fo  many  mineral  Springs,  and  of  very  different  Natures, 
there  cannot  be  any  Want  of  Cold  Baths  j  and  thefe  either  are,  or  no  doubt 
may  be,  improved  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as,  in  Conjunction  with  the  internal  Ufe 
of  the  Waters,  to  render  the  Cures  performed  by  them  more  fpeedy,  and  more 
certain.  As  to  warm  Waters,  the  mod;  celebrated  is  that  of  Mallow,  in  the 
County  of  Cork,  anciently  in  high  EAeem  as  a  holy  Well,  and  dedicated  to 
St.  Patrick,  but  difufed  till  about  thirty  Years  ago,  that  its  Virtues  by  Accident 
were  again  made  known,  and  its  Credit  confequently  recovered.  This  famous 
Spring  is  iituated  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Town,  one  of  the  pleafanted  in  the 
Province  of  Munfler  y,  and  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Black  Water  River.  A 
rifmg  Hill  of  Limeflone  Rocks  defends  it  on  the  South,  from  the  Bottom  of 
which  it  ariles  perpendicularly,  bubbling  up  a  living  Spring  immediately  to  the 
Day.  Hence  it  is  not  improbable  but  it  may  have,  in  the  Rock  about  it,  fome 
hollow  Cavern  for  its  natural  Receptacle,  where  it  receives  its  Impregnation,  and 
from  which  the  Spring  is  continually  fupplied  z.  A  few  Yards  more  to  the  W eft 
is  another  Spring,  which  is  not  either  warm,  or  affords  any  other  Appearance 
than  that  of  good  Fountain  Water.  But  there  is  a  third  Spring,  a  little  to  the 
Eafl,  which  is  warm,  and  of  the  fame  Nature  as  the  firfl,  but  lying  open  and 
uncovered,  is  never  ufed  medicinally.  From  the  Spaw  iffues  a  conflderable 
Current  of  Water;  the  Quantity  that  it  affords  is  not  eaflly  calculated,  but  it 
may  be  computed  to  difeharge  twenty  Gallons  in  a  Minute,  or  Twelve  hundred 
Gallons  in  an  Hour.  On  the  Rocks  in  the  Neighbourhood,  as  well  as  on  the 
Roof  of  an  adjacent  Grotto,  feveral  ftony  Subdances  hang  like  Icicles.  The 
Soil  on  the  Top  of  thefe  Rocks  is  a  thin,  warm,  dry  Turf,  abounding  with  aro¬ 
matic  Plerbs,  which  perhaps  may  render  the  Milk  of  the  Cattle  feeding  on 
them  wholfome  in  an  extraordinary  Degree,  as  the  Air  is  likewife  accounted, 
the  Town  being  flickered  by  Mountains  at  a  Didance,  a  River  running  brifkly 
.  through  the  Vale,  and  lying  open  towards  the  North.  Thefe  Waters  are  drank 
with  great  Succefs  where  Secretions  are  redundant;  are  very  ferviceable  in  ema¬ 
ciated  Conditutions,  after  long  Fevers ;  cure  Ulcers  in  the  Bladder,  and  Dif- 
orders  in  the  urinary  Paffages ;  fome  Cholics ;  Dropfies  in  particular  Stages, 

x  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  ix.  p.  170. 

y  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  book  ii.  chap.  vii.  p.  33  £. 

2  The  Reader  will  difeern,  that  there  is  a  great  Refemblance  in  the  Situation  of  warm  Springs, 
and  in  the  Produce  of  the  Lands  about  them. 

Cancers, 
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Cancers,  Strumas,  fcorbutic  and  cutaneous  Eruptions,  and  moft  Diforders  which 
imply  Obftrudtions  of  the  Veffels  a.  It  is  not  a  little  ftrange  that,  as  far  as  we 
know,  this  Water  has  not  been  ufed  externally  for  any  Purpofe ;  and  yet  one 
would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  the  healing  Virtues  might  be  as  great  from  Bath¬ 
ing  as  from  Drinking. 

This  Ifland,  however,  is  not  deftitute  even  in  that  refpebt ;  for  on  the  Weft 
Side  of  Lough  Neagh  there  is  a  confiderable  Portion  of  the  Lake  in  the  County 
of  Tir-Oen,  which  is  called  Fifhing  Bay,  about  half  a  Mile  broad,  with  a  fine 
fandy  Bottom,  and  with  fuch  an  eafy  Declivity,  that  Perfons  may  walk  with 
Safety  and  Facility  Three  hundred  Yards,  till  the  Water  reaches  up  to  their 
Chin  j  and  repeated  Trials  fhew,  that  in  fcrophulous  Cafes  this  Bathing  has 
performed  complete  Cures,  when  all  other  Methods,  ordinary  and  extraordi¬ 
nary,  had  been  ufed  without  Succefs  b.  This  healing  Quality  of  the  Lake 
has  been  known  now  about  fourfcore  Years,  has  maintained  its  Credit  upon  the 
ftridteft  Enquiry ;  and  a  very  learned  and  ingenious  Perfon  in  that  Ifland  has 
given  fb  fair,  and  fo  probable  an  Account  of  the  Caufes  whence  thefe  fana~ 
live  Virtues  are  derived,  as  may  fatisfy  the  moft  rigid  Enquirer  c  }  fo  that  the 
Evidence  of  Reafon  being  now  added  to  the  Teftimony  of  Experience,  we 
may  reafonably  hope  that,  the  Credit  of  thefe  Waters  being  thoroughly  efta- 
blifhed,  their  falutary  Effeds  will  become  more  and  more  extenfive.  To  this 
we  muft  join,  as  nearly  related  in  Virtues,  the  Waters  of  Lough  Lheighs,  in 
the  County  of  Cavan,  and  Province  of  Ulfter  d.  formerly  in  very  high  Credit 
for  curing  the  Scurvy,  and  all  Kinds  of  Eruptions  on  the  Skin,  by  bathing  only. 
It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  Waters  of  both  thefe  Loughs,  upon  the  ftridiefl 
Examination,  difcover  nothing  in  them  peculiar  or  different  from  the  Waters 
of  other  Loughs ;  which,  as  we  have  before  hinted,  ought  not  to  difparage 
them,  fince  Experience  is  the  only  proper  Tefl  of  their  Virtues ;  and  if  they 
actually  heal,  though  we  cannot  at  prefent  tell  how  they  heal,  this  ought  to 
excite  our  further  Enquiry ;  and,  if  there  be  no  Defed:  in  the  Proof,  fhould  by 
no  means  induce  us  to  dilpute  the  Fad.  It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  remark, 
that  the  fkilful  in  Irifli  Etymologies  tell  us,  that  Lough  Neagh  (of  which  we 
fhall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  again),  fignifies  the  Ulcer  Lough,  and  Lough 
Lheighs,  the  medicinal  or  healing  Lough  e.  Undoubtedly  Tradition,  more  efpe- 
cially  popular  Tradition,  is  very  far  from  being  convincing  Evidence  j  but  at  the 

a  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  book  iv.  chap.  ii.  p.  277. 

b  Mr.  Nevile’s  Obfervations  upon  Lough  Neagh,  added  to  Boat’s  Natural  Hiltory  of  Ireland, 
.p.  120. 

c  Lectures  in  natural  Philofophy,  defigned  to  be  a  Foundation  for  reafoning  pertinently  upon 
the  Petrifactions,  Gems,  Chryitals,  and  fanative  Quality  of  Lough  Neagh  in  Ireland  ;  and  intended 
to  be  an  Introduction  to  the  natural  Hiltory  of  feveral  Counties  contiguous  to  that  Lake,  particu¬ 
larly  the  County  of  Ardmagh,  by  Richard  Barton,  B,  D.  Dublin,  1751,  4°.  LeCture  v. 

d  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  chap.  viii.  p.  159. 

e  This  we  are  very  modeftly  told  by  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  County  of  Down 
before  cited,  p.  1 59, 

Vol.  I.  R  fame 
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fame  time  it  is  good  Ground  for  Enquiry,  and  more  efpecially  in  the  prefetit 
Cafe  j  for  the  old  Irifh  had  a  great  Turn  to  Phyfic,  were  diligent,  if  not  fk.il— 
ful,  Obfervers  of  the  Properties  of  Waters,  and  tranfmitted  their  Notions  about 
them  to  Poflerity,  by  the  Impofition  of  fuitable  Names  in  their  own  Lan¬ 
guage  f.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Monks,  availing  themfelves  of  this  Kind 
of  Knowlege,  converted  it  to  their  own  Profit,  by  the  Invention  of  idle 
Legends  j  and  when  this  Superflition  was  feen  through,  it  is  alfo  not  at  all 
impoffible,  that  even  learned  and  fenfible  Perfons  were  too  hafly  in  rejedting^ 
in  the  grofs,  and,  without  lifting,  the  fanative  Virtues  afcribed  to  certain 
Waters  2,,  which  will  appear  ftill  the  more  likely,  if  we  confider,  that  in  this 
Country,  as  well  as  in  England  and  Scotland,  it  has  been  found  that  Springs, 
which  upon  Experiment  have  proved  to  be  impregnated  with  Minerals,  were 
anciently  in  high  Efleem  under  the  Title  of  Holy  Wells,  and  their  Virtues 
afcribed  to  the  Intercefllon  of  particular  Saints. 

The  Number  of  Lakes,  or  of  Loughs,  as  they  are  called  in  this  Country, 
is  indeed  very  great ;  and  there  are  enough  in  every  Province,  though  more  in 
Ulfler  and  Connaught  than  in  the  other  two.  The  Divifion  of  them  into  fait 
Water  and  frefh  Water  Loughs,  is  liable  to  the  fame  Obje&ion,  in  refpedt  to 
the  former,  that  has  been  mentioned,  as  to  thofe  in  North  Britain ;  fince  they 
are  plainly  Arms  of  the  Sea,  fuch  as  Lough  Swillie,  Lough  Foyle,  and  Lough 
Conne,  in  the  Province  of  Ulfler ;  which  very  probably  might  be  at  firft:  only 
Breaches  into  the  Land,  by  which  the  Vallies  were  left  full  of  fait  Water,  when 
they  were  very  properly  ftiled  Loughs  ;  and  this  Appellation  they  have  fince 
retained,  notwithftanding  the  Sea  Banks  being  broken,  or  worn  away,  by  which 
they  have  now  an  open  Communication  with  the  Ocean  h.  The  frefh  Water 
Lakes,  are  fome  of  them  alfo,  no  more  than  Expanfions  of  Rivers,  of  which 
one  remarkable  Infiance  fhall  fuffice.  The  Shannon,  rifing  in  the  County  of 
Leitrim,  after  running  a  few  Miles,  diffufes  itfelf  fo  as  to  affume  the  Name  of 
Lough  Allyn  bluing  from  thence,  with  a  much  fuller  Stream  than  it  enter¬ 
ed,  after  a  Progrefs  of  feveral  Miles,  it  again  expands  its  Waters  fo  as  to  form 
Lough  Efke,  which,  though  of  confiderable  Length,  is  not  very  broad.  Pair¬ 
ing  from  thence,  it  forms  another  Lake,  called  Lough  Ree,  fifteen  Miles  long, 
and  five  broad.  On  its  Exit  from  this  Lough,  it  appears  a  large  and  beautiful 
River  j  till  breaking  forth  again,  between  the  Counties  of  Tipperary  and  Clare, 
its  forms  Lough  Derg,  or  Derke,  eighteen  Miles  long,  and  four  broad.  Leav¬ 
ing  this,  it  rolls  with  a.  full  and  mighty  Stream  for  many  Miles,  and  falls  at 
length  into  the  Sea,  about  fifty  Miles  below  Limerick  b  at  a  Place  called  Knock 

f  Helmontii  confefTio  Authoris,  Amflelodam.  Elziv.  1648,  p.  13. 

c  See  the  fecond  Section  of  the  feventh  Chapter  of  Dodlor  Gerard  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural 
Hiflory. 

h  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  762.  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  ix.  §.3.  Baxteri  GlofTa- 
rium  Antiquitatura  Britannicarum,  p.  23. 

Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  143.  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  viii.  §.  1.  Bax-- 
teri  GlofTarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  125. 

«  Patrick, 
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Patrick,  with  fo  vaft  a  Body  of  Water,  that  this  alfo  has  been  filled  a  Lough, 
though  it  is  now  fimply  called  the  Shannon,  or  the  W ater  of  Shannon ; 
which  Camden  interprets  Shan  awn,  the  old  River  ;  but  Baxter  inclines  rather 
to  Seen  aun,  in  the  old  Britifli  Synn  avon,  i.  e.  the  flow  River.  The  whole 
Courfe  of  the  River  is  upwards  of  Two  hundred  Miles,  and  it  is  faid  to  be 
feven  Miles  broad  at  the  Mouth  k.  This  agrees  exadtly  with  what  we  hinted 
as  to  the  Origin  of  Lakes,  in  fpeaking  of  thofe  in  North  Britain ;  nor  would 
it  reft,  at  leaft  in  this  Country,  on  the  mere  Probability  of  the  Conjecture,  if 
we  could  place  any  Dependence  on  the  traditionaiy  Memoirs  of  the  ancient 
Irifh,  which  exprefly  fay,  that,  when  this  Ifland  was  firft  inhabited,  there 
were  but  three  Lakes  and  ten  Rivers,  the  Names  of  which  are  preferved  in 
certain  old  Verfes  in  their  own  Language  b  However  that  Matter  might  be, 
there  are  at  prefent  fo  many,  that  the  bare  Hiftory  of  them  may  make  a 
confiderable  Volume,  the  Contents  of  which  would  be  equally  curious  and 
ufeful  j  and  as  the  Spirit  of  Enquiry  is  at  prefent  fo  ftrong,  and  there  are  fo 
many  induftrious  and  judicious  Writers  in  that  Country,  we  have  Reafon  to 
hope  that  it  will  be  lpeedily  undertaken,  and  none  at  all  to  doubt,  that  it 
will  be  perfectly  well  executed. 

Some  of  thefe  are  diftinguiflied  by  their  extraordinary  Size.  Lough  Neagh 
is  twenty-four  Miles  long,  fifteen  broad,  in  fome  Places ;  in  others  from  ten 
to  twelve,  and  fixty  in  Compafs,  covering,  according  to  the  beft  Computation, 
One  hundred  thoufand  Acres  m .  This  Lough  lies  in  the  Heart  of  Ulfter, 
furrounded  by  the  Counties  of  Tyrone,  Armagh,  Down,  Antrim,  and  Cole¬ 
raine.  It  is  fed  by  fix  very  confiderable  Rivers,  four  of  lefter  Note,  and 
feveral  Brooks ;  fo  that  it  is  an  immenfe  Body  of  Water,  and  is  yearly  enlarg¬ 
ing  itfelf,  as  in  the  Winter  Seafon  it  overflows  the  Bogs  round  it,  acquires  Part 
of  them,  and  extends  alfo  its  marfhy  Dominion  on  every  Side  n.  Loch  Cor- 
bes,  in  the  Province  of  Connaught,  and  County  of  Galway,  is  held  by  fome  to 
be,  in  this  refpeCt,  the  next.  It  is  twenty  Miles  long  from  North  and  South,  and 
at  the  upper  End  of  it  ten  Miles  broad,  but  grows  narrower,  fo  that  its  mid¬ 
dle  Breadth  is  about  four  Miles  °.  Lough  Erne,  in  the  Province  of  Ulfter, 
and  County  of  Fermanagh  p,  is  alfo  very  large  ;  but,  properly  fpeaking,  here 
are  two  Loughs,  the  one  lying  North  and  South,  joining  the  other,  which  lies 
Eaft  and  Weft,  by  a  fmall  Canal  j  and  from  this  laft  there  runs  a  River  into  the 
Sea.  The  firft  of  thefe  Loughs  is  full  twenty  Miles  long  5  the  latter  about 

k  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  75$.  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  viii.  §.  1;  chap.  ix. 
$.  4.  5.  Baxteri  Gloftarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  215.  - 

1  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  p.  157. 

Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ix.  §.4. 

•  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  p.  155.  A  Dialogue  concerning  fooK 
Things  of  Importance  to  Ireland,  p,  1 1 . 

0  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ix.  §.  4. 

*  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  763. 
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fifteen  ;  their  Breadth,,  at  a  Medium,  about  ten.  Lough  Fingarrow,  in  the 
fame  Province  of  Connaught,  dividing  the  Counties  of  Mayo  and  Rofcommon, 
is  a  moft  noble  Piece  of  Water,  being  twelve  Miles  long,  and  almoft  every¬ 
where  eight  Miles  broad  q.  The  laft  we  (hall  mention  of  thefe  large  Lakes 
is  Lough  Mefk,  in  the  fame  Province,  lying  between  Lough  Fingarrow  and 
Lough  Corbes,  and  at  a  very  fmall  Diftance  from  each.  Lough  Melk  is  ten 
Miles  long,  and  fix  broad  r }  but  there  is  a  large  Tongue  of  Land  which  runs 
into  it  from  the  South,  and  divides  it  for  feveral  Miles  into  two  Parts,  which 
Trad  of  Land,  in  Procefs  of  Time  perhaps,  may  become  an  Ifland. 

There  are  feveral  of  thele  Loughs  that  deferve  Notice,  from  the  Number  of 
Iflands  that  are  in  them.  Lough  Erne  is  held,  in  this  refpcdt,  to  exceed  the 
reft,  as  having  fi>  many  fmall  and  great  that  they  are  fearce  to  be  reckoned. 
Some  of  thefe  are  well  inhabited ;  and  moft  of  them  afford  excellent  Pafture 
for  Cattle,  with  which  they  are  well  flocked.  Lough  Dirg  and  Lough  Ree, 
which  have  been  already  mentioned,  have  alfo  many  of  thefe,  and  feme 
of  them  finely  cultivated.  Lough  Conne,  which  we  have  before  obferved, 
is,  properly  fpeaking,  an  Arm  of  the  Sea,  was  reputed  to  have  no  lefs  than 
Two  hundred  and  fixty  fuch  Iflands  s-  at  prefent  there  are  fifty-four  known 
by  particular  Names,  befide  others  that  have  none ;  feme  of  the  former 
are  very  confiderable,  one  of  a  hundred  Acres  of  Land ;  and  in  the  whole 
upwards  of  a  thoufand  Acres  t.  The  moft  celebrated,  however,  of  this  Clafs 
is  Lough  Lene,  near  the  Town  of  Killarny,  in  the  County  of  Kerry,  and 
Province  of  Munfter,  of  which  we  have  two  particular  Deferiptions  that 
reprefent  it  as  a  Paradife  in  the  midft  of  Defarts  u.  This  Lake  is  of  a  regu¬ 
lar  oval  Form,  eight  Miles  long,  and  four  broad,  furrounded  by  feme  of  the 
higheft  Mountains  in  Ireland.  But  moft  of  thefe  are  covered  with  Trees  of 
different  Kinds,  and  afford  the  moft  delightful  and  romantic  Profpedts  w.  In 
the  Lake  there  are  many  Iflands  of  different  Sizes,  feme  which  are  very  oddly 
fhaped  feme  that  are  mere  Marble,  not  as  in  a  Quarry,  but  as  if  heaped 
together  in  loofe  Slabs ;  and  yet  thefe  Iflands  are  covered  with  Trees,  which 
grow  and  fiourifh  without  Earth  *.  Others  have  Mines  in  them ;  and  there 
want  not  thofe  that  are  prettily  cultivated  with  pleafant  Gardens,,  adorned  with 

a  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ix.  §.4. 

•*  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  757. 

*  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ix.  §.  5.. 

*  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ix.  §.5.  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County 
of  Downe,  p.  153,  154. 

u  A  full  Defcription  of  upper  and  lower  Lough  Lene,  near  Killarny,  in  the  County  of  Kerry,. 
Dublin,  1751,  40.  Defcription  of  a  beautiful  Lake  near  Killarny,  in  the  County  of  Kerry,  in  a 
Letter  to  the  Reverend  Do&or  Samuel  Madden,  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for  November  175a.. 

w  Defcription  of  upper  and  lower  Lough  Lene,  p.  9* 

*  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xx.  p.  506,  507,. 

she 
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the  Arbutus,  which  is  a  Native  of  thefe  Ifles,  and  remarkable  for  bearing* 
like  the  Orange  Tree,  Leaves,  Bloffoms,  and  Fruit  at  the  fame  Time  Y. 

There  are  Loughs  likewife  diftinguiffied  by  fome  peculiar  Properties.  We 
have  already  mentioned  two,  the  Waters  of  which  afford  natural  and  very 
falutary  Baths.  The  petrifying  Quality  of  Lough  Neagh  z  was  long  a  Sub¬ 
ject  of  great  Perplexity  and  Difpute  j  affirmed  by  fome ;  denied  by  others  ; 
ridiculed  as  an  idle  Fable  by  many  b  }  but  at  lafl  the  Fadt  has  been  fully  efta- 
blifhed  from  inconteffible  Evidence,  and  fo  thoroughly,,  clearly,  and  amply- 
explained,  by  the  before-mentioned  very  judicious  Author,  that,  in  this  refpedt,„ 
we  have  nothing  more  to  defire  c-  and  it  would  be  very  happy,  if  other  Things 
of  a  like  dubious  Nature  could  be  examined  with  the  fame  Indufby  and  Skill' 
as  this  has  been,  by  which  many  valuable  Purpofes  might  be  anfwered,  and 
the  Empire  of  Science  extended  far  beyond  its  prefent  Bounds.  In  the  Ifland 
of  Cape  Clear,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  Baltimore  Haven  there  is  a  little 
Loch,  the  Waters  of  which  having  a  deterfive  and  faponaceous  Quality,  the 
Inhabitants,  who  are  very  poor,  and  live  almoft  in  a  State  of  Nature,  apply 
them  certainly  to  the  belt  Purpofe  poffible,  the  waffiing  and  cleanling  their  Flax, 
of  which  they  grow  a  great  deal  for  their  narrow  Territory.  Loch  Erin  is  a 
fmall  Water  in  the  County  of  Down  e,  but  of  a  prodigious  Depth,  plentifully 
ftored  with  Pike,  Trout,  Eels,,  Roach,  and  Bream.  It  is  fingular  for  produc¬ 
ing  the  three  firft  Sorts  of  Fifh  of  an  uncommon  Size.  Pikes  of  twenty-fix 
Pounds  Weight;  and  yellow  Trouts,,  little  inferior  in  Flavour  to  the  Char,  of 
twelve  Pounds  Weight.  Near  Mohanagh,  the  Seat  of  Roger  Fenwick,  Efq; 
in  the  Barony  of  Carbery,  and  County  of  Cork  f,  there  are  two  fmall  Lakes, 
that  in  the  hardeft  Winters  never  freeze.  They  are  very  deep,  and  produce 
likewife  Trout  of  an  unufual  Size.  We  may  add  to  thefe  the  two  Cumme 
Loughs  in  the  mountainous  Part  of  the  County  of  Waterford  g,  in  which  we 
are  affured  there  are  very  fine  Char..  The  fame  thing  is  affirmed  of  Lough* 
Allua  in  the  County  of  Cork  h,,  and  of  many  other  Loughs  in  Ireland,  which,, 
from  the  Defcription  of  the  Fifh,  the  Nature  of  the  Places,  and  the  Water 
Gladiol  being  found  plentifully  in  thefe  Loughs,  and  more  efpecially  in  Lough. 
Neagh,  renders  it  highly  probable ;  and  this  very  much  flrengthens  what  has 

y  Arbutus  Ger.  Park.  Arbutus  Comarus  Theophrafii  J.  B.Arb.  folio  ferrato  C.  B.  The  Straw* 
berry  Tree. 

2  Nennius  de  mirabilibus  Hibernise.  O  Flaherty,  Ogygia,  P.  iii,  cap.  l. 
a  See  Mr.  Molineux,  Mr.  Nevile,  and  Mr.  Smith’s  Papers  on  this  Subject,  at  the  End  cf  Boat’s 
Hiftory,  Dublin,  1727,  40.  p.  116 — 123. 

b  Ancient  and, prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  p.  160 — 166> 
c  Barton’s  Le&ures  in  Natural  Philofophyr  more  efpecially  the  fifth. 
d  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  book  ii.  chap.  4.  p.  289, 

*  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Dawne,  chap.  viii.  p.  150. 
f  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  book  ii.  chap.  4.  p.  264. 

$  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  vi.  p.  209. 

*  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  book  ii.  chap.  2.  p.  *99- 
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been  before  advanced  upon  this  Subject.  It  is  true,  we  are  told  from  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  thefe  Fifh  will  not  live  in  a  running  Water,  and  that  they  die 
before  they  can  be  tranfported  to  any  Diftance  i.  Yet  thefe  are  no  unfur- 
jnountable  Ohftacles,  lince  it  was  not  propofed  to  propagate  this  delicate  Fifh 
in  any  other  than  deep  Lakes,  and  carrying  their  Spawn  thither  might  anfwer 
this  End,  if  properly  and  carefully  managed :  But  it  muft  be  expe&ed  that 
thofe  who  have  them  from  the  Gift  of  Nature,  will  reprefent  every  thing  of 
,this  Kind,  if  not  as  abfurd,  at  lead;  as  fcarce  practicable. 

We  have  before  mentioned  the  Utility  of  Lakes  in  furnifhing  Fifh  and 
Fowl,  which  may  be  reckoned  Neceffaries  in  fome  Cafes,  and  in  all  Conve¬ 
niences.  The  Senfe  of  this  has  ever  been  ftrong  in  Ireland ;  for  near  thefe 
Loughs  the  ancient  Inhabitants  fixed  their  Habitations  j  to  thefe  they  reforted 
in  Time  of  Peace,  for  Pleafure ;  in  Times  of  Danger,  for  Protection  k.  Their 
Conquerors  feem  to  have  adopted  their  Notions,  by  building  Towns  on  the 
Sides,  or  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  great  Loughs,  and  their  Country  Seats  at  a 
competent  Diftance  from  fmall  ones  b  They  have  had  a  View  alfo  to  their 
Ufe  in  Manufactures.  It  has  been  propofed,  and  with  great  Propriety,  to  take 
.Advantage  of  thofe  Inlets  of  the  Sea,  improperly  called  Loughs,  to  facilitate 
the  making  of  Salt.  What  Wonder  indeed,  when,  in  the  open  Cavities  of  the 
Pillars  that  form  the  Giants  Caufeway,  they  every  Summer’s  Day  find  fmall 
Quantities  of  Salt,  made  by  the  mere  Operation  of  the  Sun’s  Heat  upon  the 
Sea  Water  m  ?  Suppoftng  this  practicable,  as  no  doubt  it  is,  they  have  juftly 
thought  that  it  would  promote  the  curing  thofe  immenfe  Quantities  of  Fifh 
which  are  continually  taken  in  their  Lakes,  particularly  Eel  and  Salmon  j  of 
both  which  they  already  export  a  great  Quantity.  They  have  likewife  expe¬ 
rienced  the  Excellence  of  Lake  Water  in  Bleaching}  and  this  has  turned 
highly  to  the  Advantage  of  Armagh,  and  other  Places  n.  The  like  PraCiice 
occafioned  the  Fields  near  Lithgow,  in  North  Britain,  to  become  famous  on 
that  Account.  But,  excluftve  of  thefe  fmaller  Advantages,  the  capital  Point  of 
rendering  Lakes  ufeful  to  inland  Navigation,  has  been  always,  at  leaft:  in  Theory, 
confeffe.d  and  confidered  here.  The  great  Earl  of  Strafford  had  in  View  the 
Improvement  of  the  Shannon,  by  removing  the  Difficulties  arifing  from  a 
Rock  fix  Miles  above  Limerick }  and  though  his  Deftgn,  upon  Examination, 
Appeared  very  practicable,  and  the  Expence  within  the  Compafs  of  Eight  thou- 
fand  Pounds,  yet  as  the  Public  only  was  to  be  the  Gainer,  his  Plan  could  not 
be  carried  into  Execution  °.  The  Canal  of  Newry,  made  within  thefe  few 

**  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  in  the  Place  laft  referred  to. 

k  Some  of  thefe  old  Cattles  are  yet  Handing,  and  the  Remains  vifihle  of  many  more. 

*  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ix.  6  5. 

**  Dottor  Samuel  Foley’s  Account  of  the  Giants  Caufeway,  in  the  Appendix  to  Boat’s  Hiftory. 

»  See  the  Dialogue  on  fome  Matters  of  Importance  to  Ireland. 

#  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  viii.  §.2. 
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Years,  at  the  Expence  of  upwards  of  Fifty  thoufand  Pounds  p,  by  which 
Veffels  of  the  Burthen  of  fixty  Tons  have  been  brought  into  Lough  Neagh r 
is  a  mod  noble  Work  q  >  and  if,  what  was  long  ago  recommended,  the  faci¬ 
litating  the  Communication  of  the  fame  Lough  with  the  Ocean,  by  rendering 
the  lower  Ban  navigable,  could  be  accomplifhed  at  a  much  larger  Expence, 
the  Benefits  that  would  refult  to  Ulfter  in  particular,  and  to  Ireland  in  general, 
would  be  very  cheaply  purchafed  r.  The  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  and  this- 
Truth  will  occur  to  any  judicious  Perfon  who  confiders  the  Map  of  the  Ifland,. 
that  by  the  Help  of  a  little  Industry,  an  inland  Navigation,  by  enlarging  the- 
Channels  of  fome  Rivers,  cutting  a  few  Canals,  and  by  the  Junction  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  Helps  of  thefe  deep  Loughs,  might  be  brought  about  as  com¬ 
modious  in  its  own  Nature,  and  as  advantagious  to  the  Inhabitants,  as  any  thing 
of  the  like  Kind  in  Flanders,  or  indeed  (China  not  excepted)  in  any  Part  of 
the  World  s.  This,  we  are  told,  the  Parliament  have  at  prefent  in  their  View  y 
and  this,  whenever  it  fhall  be  thoroughly  accomplifhed,  will  juftify  the  Length 
of  this  Chapter,  and  fhew  that  the  Pains  we  have  taken  upon  this  Subject  have 
not  been  ill-beftowed,  or  improperly  applied  t.  A  Circumftance  that  will  amply 
compenfate  fuch,  and  even  greater  Labours.  For  although  thefe  are  Points  that 
may  be  already  fufficiently  known  to  many  there,  and  to  fome  here,  yet  it  is  of 
very  great  Confequence  they  fhould  be  concealed  from  none,  fince  the  Profpe- 
rity  of  the  three  Kingdoms  mod:  certainly  depends  upon  every  Man’s  forget¬ 
ting  that  he  is  a  Native  of  one,  and  embracing  with  equal  Ardour  the  Intereft 
of  any  of  the  reft,  promoting,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  the  Improvement  of  each 
of  them,  becaufe,  in  the  Iftue,  whatever  Advantages  arife  from  thence,  muft 
arife  to  the  common  Intereft,  which  belongs  alike  to  All. 

There  is,  however,  an  Objection  that  may  be  made,  and  made  with  fuch 
plaufible  Colours,  that  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  ftate  it  fairly,  and  anfwer  it  clearly. 
It  may  be  faid  that  there  is  fomething  of  Contradiction  in  treating  of  Lakes  as 
Bleftings,  which  are  generally  confidered  in  quite  another  Light,  and  which,  in 
fome  RefpeCts,  we  have  confidered  likewife  in  that  Light,  and  attributed  them, 
fo  confidered,  to  Inundations  from  the  Sea,  the  Want  of  Induftry  in  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  their  rude  uncivilized  Way  of  Living,  and  other  Accidents.  This  we  can¬ 
not  but  in  fome  Degree  admit.  But  then,  the  different  Circumftances  col¬ 
lected,  the  Matter  ftands  thus  :  Thefe  Accidents  have  happened  long  ago  by  the 
Permiftion  of  Providence  j  and  however  detrimental  they  might  be  to  fuch  as  in 
thofe  Days  inhabited  the  Countries  where  they  happened,  if  indeed  they  were 
then  inhabited  at  all  j  yet,  notwithftanding  this,  all  Circumftances  confidered, 

f  Barton’s  LeCfures  in  Natural  Philofophy,  p.  146. 

q  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  iv. 

r  See  the  State  of  the  Cafe  of  Lough- Neagh  and  the  Bann,  1733,  byDoftor  Hutchinfon,  them 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Downe  and  Connor. 

*  This  Point  will  be  more  largely  confidered  in  a  fucceeding  Chapter. 

*  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  iv.  p.  1 19. 
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they  may  be,  and  certainly  are,  Conveniencies  as  they  ftand  at  prefent  u.  In 
a  Country  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  where  of  confequence  it  is  difficult  for 
the  Induftry  of  Men  to  procure  a  comfortable  Subfiftence,  Lakes,  as  we  have 
obferved,  by  furnilhingFifh  and  Fowl,  and  very  often  from  the  Marfhes  round 
them,  Fuel  alfo,  may  contribute  to  it  w.  As  the  Number  of  People  increafes, 
and  with  it  the  Strength  and  Power  of  the  Society,  they  may,  as  we  have 
•fhewn,  by  a  proper  Application  of  Force,  directed  by  Wifdom,  draw  from 
them  farther  and  much  greater  Conveniencies  * :  And  when,  by  doing  this, 
their  Condition  is  become  ffill  better,  and  their  Numbers  greater,  where-ever 
the  lefier  Lakes  are  found,  upon  fuch  a  Change  of  Circumftances,  to  be  no 
longer  Conveniencies,  they  may  be  drained,  and  the  dry  Land  thus  recovered, 
will  not  be  found  the  worfe  for  having  been  in  that  State  j  for,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  Experience  {hews  us,  that  where  Lakes  have  been  drained,  there  have 
been  found  in  the  Soil  itfelf  Materials  neceffary  for  improving  them  y.  Thus 
it  appears  that  the  whole  Reprefentation  of  this  Point,  when  taken  toge¬ 
ther,  and  the  Connexion  of  its  Parts  confidered,  is  very  confident  and  that, 
as  the  Circumftances  of  Mankind  alter,  Industry  and  Application  enables  them 
to  extradt  new  Benefits,  from  the  Dilpofitions  made  by  the  Supreme  Being  in 
the  Countries  where  he  has  placed  them. 

As  to  Fens,  Morafles,  and  Bogs,  which,  though  attended  with  fome  trifling 
Advantages,  are  real  Evils,  they  will  be  confidered  in  their  proper  Place, 
-and  in  their  proper  Light  too,  as  the  Punilhment,  if  not  the  Effects,  of  human 
Idlenefs,  and  which  as  it  is  in  the  Power,  fo  is  it  aho  the  Duty  of  Men  to 
remove  This  we  have  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  expedt  will  in  this 
Country  be  effected,  gradually  indeed,  but  in  no  very  long  Tradt  of  Time ; 
iince  the  Methods  of  doing  it  are  perfectly  well  underftood,  the  Profits  arifing 
from  it  known  from  many  Inftances  *,  moil  of  the  Obftacles  removed  that  for¬ 
merly  difluaded  fuch  Attempts,  other  collateral  Improvements  encouraging  by 
rendering  them  more  requifite,  and,  as  there  never  was  an  Age  in  which  Men 
were  more  awake  to  their  own  Interefts,  we  cannot  imagine  they  will  over¬ 
look  what  will  turn  fo  immediately,  fo  certainly,  and  fo  exceedingly,  to  their 
Advantage.  But,  exclufive  of  thole  Benefits  that  will  arife  to  Individuals,  and 
which  are  the  ftrongeft  Motives  to  fuch  Improvement,  there  are  many  national 
Conveniencies  that  will  neceflarily  attend  them,  fuch  as  increafing  the  Number 
of  Villages  and  Towns,  introducing  new  Methods  of  Cultivation,  and,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  this,  mending  not  only  the  Water  (which  however  would  be  an 

% 

u  See  Barton’s  Dialogue  concerning  fome  Tilings  of  Importance  to  Ireland. 
w  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ix. 

*  Of  which  fome  Inftances  have  been,  and  many  more  might  be  given. 
r  See  Archbiftiop  King’s  excellent  Difcourfe  of  the  Bogs  and  Loughs  in  Ireland,  prefented  to 
fthe  Dublin  Society. 

z  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  xiv. 
a  Effays  by  the  Dublin  Society,  p.  75 - 85. 
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ineflimable  Blefiing)  but  alfo  the  Weather  and  the  Climate  b.  Things  of  fuch 
Confequence,  and  fo  defirable,  that,  without  queBion,  public  Encouragement 
will  be  given  in  Cafes  where  private  Emolument  may  not  invite,  or  where 
the  necefiary  Expences  may  be  too  large  for  private  Fortunes.  But  we  mud; 
not  conclude  from  thefe  Remarks,  which  are  applicable  to  the  Northern  Part 
of  our  own  Ifland,  as  well  as  Ireland,  that  thefe  Countries  are  fuller  of  Lakes 
than  any  other ;  for  the  very  contrary  is  certainly  true.  A  German  Writer  c  has 
reckoned  upwards  of  Two  thoufand  in  Pruflia  only ;  and  in  the  Illand  of  Hif- 
paniola  there  are  even  above  that  Number  d ;  belides  that,  in  both  thefe,  and 
in  many  other  Places,  the  greater  Part  of  them  are  abfolutely  Banding  Waters, 
of  which  we  have  very  few,  and  of  confequence  are  not  expofed,  even  as 
Things  are  at  prefent,  to  the  malignant  Vapours  which  rife  from  fuch  Bagnant 
Pools ;  with  the  Idea  of  which  the  Imagination  is  naturally  Bruck,  upon  the 
very  mention  of  Lakes ;  and  from  a  Confcioufnefs  of  which  we  thought  it 
neceflary  to  obferve,  that  moB  of  ours  have  either  Rivers  running  from  or 
running  through  them,  and  very  frequently  both. 

Whatever  Errors,  OmiBions,  or  Defeats,  may  be  difcovered  in  this  fuccind 
EBay,  as  I  am  but  too  fenBble  there  are  many,  I  flatter  myfelf  they  will  not 
difcredit  the  Defign  of  making  it.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that,  however 
copious  it  may  at  flrB  Sight  feem,  many  more  Heads  might  have  been  added. 
InBances  on  all  that  have  been  treated  might  have  been  multiplied,  and  per¬ 
haps  better  chofen,  at  leaB  better  explained,  and  a  Variety  of  incidental  Advant¬ 
ages  introduced,  and  Bated  in  a  Bronger  Light.  But  my  Purpofe  was  to  make 
good  my  Propofltion,  by  producing  Fads  ;  to  this  I  principally  attended,  and 
have  lupported  thofe  Fads  by  the  beB  Authorities  I  could  meet  with.  What 
Helps  I  have  borrowed  from  Natural  HiBory  are  to  be  confidered  in  this  View, 
as  Auxiliaries  only,  in  which  I  have  no  Deflre  of  obtruding  SyBems  or  Opi¬ 
nions,  but  barely  to  reprefent  Things  as  they  appear  to  me.  If  my  Readers  are 
inclined  to  enquire  farther,  the  Authors  I  have  cited  will  furnifli  them  with  the 
Means  j  and  from  thofe  Lights  perhaps  they  will  be  able  to  judge  better.  If  it 
is  allowed  me,  that  I  have  effedually  proved  thefe  three  Kingdoms  are  moB 
admirably  and  abundantly  fupplied  with  Water ;  (for  it  is  one  thing  to  aflirm, 
and  another  to  prove)  if  I  have  fliewn,  that,  from  the  Qualities  of  very  remark¬ 
able  Springs,  that  it  is  highly  probable  there  is  a  great  Diverflty  of  Soils,  and 
confequently  Room  for  a  Multitude  of  Improvements ;  if  what  I  have  fuggeBed 
has  any  Weight  with  regard  to  the  beneficial  Confequences  that  may  follow 
from  a  circumfped  Obfervation  of  the  Countries  about  mineral  Springs,  and 
their  Produce,  which  may  lead  us  to  form  at  leaB  more  probable  Conjedures,  as 
to  what  is  contained  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  than  can  be  done  at  prefent ; 

b  Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  4.  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  xxi.  §.  6. 

c  Chriftopher  Hartknoch’s  Hiftory  of  Pruffia,  ancient  and  modern,  p.  11. 

d  Charlevoix  Hiftoire  de  St.  Domingue,  liv.  i. 

Vol.  I.  '  S 
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if  I  have  in  any  degree  vindicated  thofe  Collections  of  this  Fluid,  that  have 
been,  generally  fpeaking,  confidered  in  a  bad  Light,  and  have  made  it  evident,, 
that,  under  fome  Circumftances,  and  in  a  certain  State  of  Things,  even  flag- 
nant  Pools  have  their  Conveniencies,  which,  whenever  they  ceale  to  have,  or 
greater  Benefits  can  be  propofed  from  thence,  they  may  be  removed  ;  if,  I  fay,, 
thefe,  or  any  of  thefe,  be  in  fome  meafure  effected,  I  am  entirely  fatisfied, 
from  a  thorough  Perfuafion  that  I  have  been  ufefully  employed. 

s 

But,  after  all,  this  important  Point  will  be  very  imperfeCtly  treated,  if  we  do- 
not  put  the  Reader  in  mind,  that  the  vafi:  Benefits  refulting  from  the  copious 
Diftribution  of  this  neceflary  Fluid,  are  not  to  be  collected  from  Inftances 
either  of  particular  or  local  Advantages,  but  muff  be  farther  purfued,  and  con¬ 
fidered  in  its  freeft  State  for  what  Comparifon  is  there  between  all  the  Conve¬ 
niencies  already  mentioned,  though,  fimply  confidered,  immenfely  great,  and 
thofe  that  are  derived  from  Water  diffufed,  and  taking  its  Pafiage  through  the- 
Earth  in  all  the  various  Ways  that  different  Situations  lead  it  e  ?  Water,  in  the 
common  Acceptation  of  an  Element,  has  numerous  excellent  Qualities^  that 
are  inexpreflibly  beneficial ;  and  thefe  perhaps  are  augmented  even  in  regard 
to  common,  as  well  as  medicinal  Ufes,  by  their  being  blended  and  tinCtured 
with  mineral  Springs ;  for  though  the  lubtile  Spirits  of  thefe  Waters  fhould 
cfcape,  as  very  probably  they  do,  foon  after  their  coming  abroad,  and  being 
expofed  to  the  open  Air,  yet  fome  of  their  Contents  they  ftill  retain,  and  carry 
along  with  them  -3  fo  that  when  we  confider  the  Number  of  thefe  falutary 
W aters ;  when  we  reflect  that  molt  of  them  have  been  difcovered  by  Acci¬ 
dent,  and  that  confequently,  though  fo  many  be  known,  there  may  be  many 
more  dill  latent,  even  to  the  moft  diligent  Enquirers ;  when  we  meditate  on 
their  Nature  and  Properties,  and  the  Caufes  from  which  thefe  arife,  we  may 
eafiiy  conceive  that  they  preferve  many  of  their  diftinguifhing  Qualities  in 
their  Palfage  to  other  Repofitories  of  Water  j  and  that  of  courfe,  therefore, 
every  little  Rill  and  Brook  will  have  its  Share  of  thefe,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Quantity  of  fuch  Water  that  it  receives.  In  fome  Cafes  alfo  this  may  prove 
much  more  confiderable  than  one  could  eafiiy  imagine,  fince  we  are  told  by 
an  inquifitive  and  diligent  Author,  from  his  own  immediate  Obfervation 
that  St.  Anne’s  Well,  at  Buxton,  throws  out  no  lefs  than  Three  hundred  and 
ninety  Gallons  in  an  Hour  j  or  Three  millions,  four  hundred  fixteen  thoufand, 
and  four  hundred  Gallons,  that  is,  upwards  of  Thirteen  thoufand,  five  hundred, 
and  fifty-feven  Tons,  in  a  Year.  He  farther  allures  us,  that  in  this  Quantity 
of  Water  there  are  Six  hundred  feventy-one  Gallons  of  Salt ;  and  as  much 
calcanous  Powder.  In  like  manner  he  computes  the  Quantity  of  Salts  ejected 

e  Theologie  de  l’Eau,  on  EfTai  fur  la  Bonte,  la  Sage/Te  et  la  Puiflance  de  Dieu,  manifeflees  dans 
la  Creadon  del’Eau.  Traduit  de  1’  Allemand  de  Mr.  Jean  Albert  Fabricius,  Docleur  en  Theologie 
&  Profeffeur  au  College  de  Hambourg.  Avec  de  nouvelles  Remarques  eommuniquees  au  Tradfuc- 
teur.  Ala  Haye,  1741,  8°. 

1  Short’s  liiftory  of  Mineral  Waters,  P.  i.  p.  48,  49. 
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from  the  Baths  at  the  fame  Place,  to  be  very  nearly  Seventy  thoufand  Pounds 
Weight  in  the  Compafs  of  a  complete  Year.  Hence  we  may  eafily  appre¬ 
hend  what  Difference  there  may  be  in  the  Weight  of  Waters.  Hence  we 
may  account  for  their  Hardnefs  or  Softnefs,  and  other  different  Qualities;  fuch 
as  their  Difpofition  to  ferment  or  not  ferment,  and  their  Fitnefs  or  Unfitnefs 
for  all  Kind  of  domeftic  Ufes,  fuch  as  Drinking,  Wafhing,  and  Brewing. 

As  all  Kind  of  Vegetables  are  nourifhed  by  Water,  fo  from  its  inherent 
Properties  it  will  contribute  more  or  lefs  to  Fertility,  and  all  the  Purpofes  of 
Culture.  Hence  alfo,  according  to  their  different  Natures,  Waters  become 
peculiarly  beneficial  in  various  Kinds  of  Manufactures,  fuch  as  Cleanling  of 
Wool,  or  Bleaching  of  Linen  ;  in  refpeCt  to  which  laft,  we  have  a  moft  perfpi- 
cuous  Treatife,  which  does  Honour  to  its  Author,  and  our  Country  g.  Thus 
the  abflerfive  Quality  of  a  certain  Stream  is  fo  highly  ferviceable  in  the  Manu¬ 
factory  of  Blankets  at  Witney,  in  Oxfordfhire  h ;  and  thus  a  great  Variety 
of  Waters  have  been  found,  by  Experiment,  to  have  very  lingular,  and,  to 
thofe  acquainted  with  them,  advantageous  EffeCts  in  Dyeing ;  and  this  may 
likewife  be  much  heightened  by  Art,  as  is  evident  in  regard  to  the  ftriking 
fome  particular  Colours,  with  remarkable  Beauty,  at  Leyden,  in  Holland  h 
To  all  this  we  may  add  the  innumerable  Benefits  that  refult  from  fmall 
Rivulets,  merely  through  the  progrefiive  Force  of  their  Waters  in  refpeCt 
to  Engines  of  all  Kinds,  fuch  as  Mills,  Forges,  with  an  Infinity  of  other 
Inventions  which  leffen  the  Labour  of  Men,  fave  the  maintaining  Beafts, 
and  yet  do  as  much  as  could  be  done  by  both ;  and  therefore  we  can¬ 
not  fail  of  difcerning  what  prodigious  Conveniencies  are  derived  from  an 
Abundance  of  thefe  felf-moving  Streams  k ;  and  that  we  may  apply  fuch 
Arguments  more  immediately  to  thefe  Kingdoms,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
obferve,  that  in  fome  Editions  of  Camden  *  there  is  a  Table,  from  which  it 
appears,  that  in  the  feveral  Counties  of  South  Britain  only,  there  are  upwards 
of  Five  hundred  and  fifty  Rivulets  and  Rivers  diftinguifhed  by  particular 
Names ;  and  though  not  exaCtly  in  the  fame  manner,  yet  in  regard  to  fuch 
a  copious  Supply  of  Water  as  may,  in  all  the  Methods  hitherto  mentioned, 
contribute  to  Utility,  North  Britain  and  Ireland  fall  little,  if  at  all,  fhort. 

To  conclude,  it  is  with  refpeCt  to  Countries  as  with  the  Fortunes  of  pri¬ 
vate  Men,  we  can  form  no  juft  Notion  of  them  either  from  common  Report, 
or  from  a  hafty  and  fuperficial  View;  if  we  will  really  know  any  thing  fo 
as  to  reafon  with  tolerable  Certainty  concerning  either,  it  is  neceffary  to 


g  The  Title  of  this  ingenious  Performance  runs  thus,  “  Experiments  on  Bleaching,  by  Francis 
44  Home,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  in  Edinburgh,  Edinburgh  1756,  8°.” 
h  Doftor  Plott’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  this  County,  chap.  ii.  p.  26. 

1  Boerhaave’s  Chemiftry,  tranflated  by  Doftor  Shaw,  vol.  i.  p.  464. 
k  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  book  i.  chap.  1 1  — 16. 

J  More  efpecially  that  inFoiio  of  1605,  which  was  the  lafl  .publiflied  by  himfelf. 
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enter  into  a  driCt  and  particular  Examination  m.  A  ftrong  Impreffion  that  a 
Country  is  immenfely  fruitful,  rich,  and  opulent,  and  has  many  and  vail 
Refources ;  taken  up  without  due  Coniideration,  has  juft  the  fame  fad  Effects 
in  reference  .to  the  People  who  inhabit  fuch  a  Country,  as  it  would  have  in 
regard  to  an  Individual  fuppofed  to  poffefs  a  prodigious  Eftate.  It  leads  head¬ 
long  to  every  exorbitant  Expence  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  in  Procefs  of 
Time  to  a  general  Diffipation,  on  a  Suppofition  that  Care  is  unneceffary,  and  that 
there  is  fomething  mean  and  contemptible  in  a  minute  InfpeCtion  into  every 
Branch  and  Article  of  cur  Poffedions.  This  Error,  when  it  once  prevails, 
gains  a  Degree  of  Credit  very  furprifing  j  for  whoever  endeavours,  from  a 
true  Principle  of  public  Spirit  (and  no  Spirit  but  this  can  induce  any  Man)  to 
endeavour  to  correct  it  j  fubjeCIs  himfelf  immediately  to  be  thought  officioufly 
indudrious  in  enquiring  into  what  is  fufficiently  well  known  ;  though  in  Rea¬ 
lity  the  Diflike  arifes,  from  the  Fear  of  his  difcovering  Motives  for  a  Change  of 
Meafures,  and  the  Introduction  of  Caution,  Prudence,  and  Oeconomy.  To 
fpeak  candidly,  the  Humours  of  Men  are  not  more  irrational  or  whimfical 
than  the  Difpodtion  of  Nations  n.  There  is  a  Forwardnefs  to  look  Abroad, 
and  a  Backwardnefs  to  Attention  at  Home,  difcernable  alike  in  both  Cafes- 
We  all  efteem  travelling  into  foreign  Countries  as  a  very  neceffary  Part  of 
Education ;  but  we  hardly  ever  think,  at  lead  in  this  Light,  of  travelling 
through  our  own  So  eafy  a  Matter  it  is  to  deceive  ourfelves  in  great,  as 
well  as  in  little  Things,  to  afcribe  to  fome  noble  Principle  a  very  idle  -Prac¬ 
tice,  and  to  attribute  to  the  Delire  of  IndruCtion,  what  in  Reality  is  follow¬ 
ing  thC  Bent  of  Inclination  p. 

Knowing  ourfelves,  is  the  leading  Principle,  and  the  great  Foundation,  of 
Morality ;  knowing  our  Country,  is  the  folid  Balis  of  true  Policy.  Providence 
has  fo  ordered,  that  fuch  Enquiries  as  contribute  to  practical  and  ufeful  Know- 
lege  are  the  eafied  made ;  and  hath  placed  the  Means  of  making  them  at  hand. 
We  mud  be  acquainted  with  Things,  and  have  a  jud  Conception  of  their 
Natures,  before  we  can  pretend  to  compare  them ;  and  when  the  former  Is 
once  obtained,  the  latter  may  be  performed  with  Eafe  and  Certainty.  Atten¬ 
tion  to  thefe  Maxims  rendered  fo  driCt  an  Enquiry  into  the  Plenty  and  Didribu- 
tion  of  Water  through  the  Britifh  Dominions,  our  fird  Care.  The  having 
it,  and  having  it  in  Abundance,  is  the  Gift  of  Providence,  which  merits  national 
Gratitude  and  Thankfulnefs  5  for  the  Want  of  it,  not  either  human  Power  or 

m  See  the  preliminary  Difconrfe  to  Marfhal  Vauban’s  Propofal  for  a  Royal  Tythe. 

n  The  learned  Barclay  has  ftiewn  this  in  feveral  of  his  Works,  but  more  efpecially  in  his  Icon 
Animarum. 

0  Confult  thofe  excellent  Inftruftions  to  Travellers,  which  have  been  lately  given  to  the  Public 
by  the  ingenious  and  candid  Dodtor  Tucker. 

p  The  great  Lord  Treafurer  Burleigh  was  fo  well  aware  of  this,  that,  during  his  Adminiflra- 
tion,  no  Man  of  Family  was  fuffered  to  travel  without  a  fpecial  Licence,  which  he  never  granted 
till  he  had  examined,  and  knew,  that  they  were  thoroughly  acquainted  with  England. 
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Skill  can  fupply.  The  Diftribution  of  it  indeed  is  fomewhat  more  under  the 
Dominion  of  Mankind ;  as  the  Works  that  ftill  remain  in  Egypt,  of  thofe 
who  with  infinite  Labour  rendered  that  Country  fruitful,  which  had  been 
otherwife  fcarcely  habitable,  evidently  (hew  q.  The  modern  Huffiandry  in 
Lombardy  is  another  Proof  of  the  fame  Kind  r ;  and  the  almoft  innumer¬ 
able  Ufes  to  which  Water  is  applied  in  fome  of  the  Seven  Provinces,  is  a 
dill  (Longer  Inftance  of  the  Benefits  that  may  be  drawn  from  it  s.  But  where 
this  Labour  is  faved  by  fuch  a  natural  Diftribution  of  Water  as  places  it  every¬ 
where  within  our  Reach,  and  yet  retrained  within  proper  Bounds,  fo  that  we 
(land  alike  excufed  from  the  laborious  Talk  of  bringing  it  from  great  Dis¬ 
tances,  and  the  perilous  Neceffity  of  guarding  againff  its  Ravages,  from  its . 
natural  Situadon,  greatly  enhances  this  Blefiing,  lets  the  Happinefs  of  thefe 
Countries  in  a  much  (Longer  Point  of  Light,  and  juffifies  our  Endeavours  to 
(hew  from  FaCts  that  this  is  really  the  Cafe,  and  that  we  do  not,  in  this  RefpeCt 
at  lead,  amufe  ourfelves  with  imaginary  Advantages.  To  be  acquainted  with, 
what  we  really  have,  is  the  fird  and  mod  neceffary  Step  to  making  a  right  Ufe 
of  it;  and  to  have  an  adequate  and  jud  Notion  of  the  Value  of  the  natural 
Prerogatives  of  our  Country,  is  the  next ;  for  not  to  know  the  Value,  is  in  fome 
Degree  to  lofe  the  Poffeffion ;  and  not  to  improve  it,  is  the  natural  and 
dedructive  Confequence  of  fuch  a  forgetful  Indolence.  The  Podeffion  of  this, . 
of  which  we  have  been  fpeaking,  is  equally  necedary  to  the  fmalled  Family,, 
and  to  the  greated  State :  The  former  cannot  live ;  the  latter  cannot  fub- 
dd  without  it.  It  is  the  great  Principle  of  Fertility;  one  of  the  mod 
potent  Indruments  of  Art ;  the  Bads  of  Society  and  Commerce ;  the  SubjeCt 
that  operates  the  mod  effectually  in  giving  Ornament,  Beauty,  and  Delight : 
In  a  Word,  this  Fluid  is  the  pregnant  Source  of  Convenience  or  Inconveni¬ 
ence,  according  as  it  is  in  the  Power  or  not  in  the  Power  of  human  Indudry 
to  command ;  and  therefore,  in  a  Political  Survey,  it  will  ever  lay  Claim  to 
the  earlied  and  to  the  clofed  Attention. 

s  Deuteron.  xi.  io,  n.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hid:,  lib.  i.  p.  21.  Sandys’s  Travels,  book  ii. 
p.  120,  121.  Voyages  de  Thevenot,  tom.  ii.  p.  390,  391.  Voyage  du  Sieur  Paul  Lucas,  tom.  i, 
p.  328,  329. 

r  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  176,  191,  205,  213,  333.  Addifon’s  Travels,  p.  130,  131.  It  is 
by  the  judicious  Management  of  Water  the  Meadows  about  Parma  and  Lodi  are  rendered  fo 
luxuriant,  that  the  Cattle  fed  in  them  produce  rather  Cream  than  Milk,  of  which  that  Cheefe  is 
made,  which,  if  not  fuperior,  is  at  lead  equal  to  any  in  Europe 

3  The  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Countries  not  only  make  ufe  of  Water  to  drive  Mills  for  grinding 
Corn,  Rapefeed,  Gunpowder,  &c.  but  alfo  for  fawing  Deals,  threfhing  Corn,  and  many  other  Ufes. 
The  Women  too  have  Machines  for  wringing  wet  Clothes,  &c.  and  this  not  through  Idlenefs, 
but  becaufe  the  Dearnefs  of  Labour  obliges  them  to  make  it  go  as  far  as  poilible,  by  adding  to  it 
the  cheap  and  eafy  Afhftance  of  Engines  driven  by  fmall  Streams. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

NAVIGABLE  Rivers  the  Sources  of  Power  and  Plenty.  By  them ,  in  their 
Courfc,  domeftic  Trade  is  fuflained.  The  Mouths  o  f  them  fupply  Havens  that 
atlraB  foreign  Commerce.  The  Number  of  fuch  Rivers  becomes  therefore  a 
Meafure  of  national  Grandeur.  Parallel  in  this  ReJ'peB  of  England  with 
France.  SuccinB  Account  of  the  four  great  Rivers  in  that  Kingdom ,  and  a 
Comparifon  of  them  with  four  Britifh  Rivers.  Apology  for,  and  fujlf  cation 
of  this  Parallel.  A  concife  Account  of  the  fix  great  Rivers  in  Spain.  An 
Account  of  Englijh  Rivers  and  Ports ,  which ,  in  point  of  Improvement ,  Navi¬ 
gation ,  and  Commerce ,  may  be  oppofed  to  thefe .  The  Remainder  of  the  Rivers  on 
the  IVef  and  South  Coafls  of  this  If  and ,  and  their  principal  Ports ,  enumerated. 
Obfervations  upon  thefe  concife  Catalogues  of  Rivers  and  Harbours.  The  like 
Detail  of  Rivers  and  Havens  in  the  Principality  of  Wales,  with  feme  neccf- 
fary  Remarks  arifing  fro-m  this  Review.  The  navigable  Rivers ,  and  Ports 
which  they  a  ford  in  North  Britain ,  briefly  flated  and  confidered.  The  fame 
SubjeB  in  refpcB  to  Ireland  J'uccinBly  reprefented ,  with  a  few  occafional 
Notices  as  to  the  natural  Advantages  and  vaft  Importance  of  that  Ifland.  The 
Application  of  the  whole  to  the  Deflgn  of  this  Work. 


THE  numerous  Benefits  refulting  from  a  Country  being  every- where 
well  watered,  which  have  been  infilled  upon  in  the  foregoing  Chap¬ 
ter,  are  in  fome  meafure  of  a  private  Nature,  in  comparifon  of  thole  which 
are  to  be  the  Subject  of  this.  Large,  fair,  and  navigable  Rivers,  are  com¬ 
monly  the  Refult  of  accumulated  Streams,  which  meeting  in  their  Pro- 
grefs  to  the  Deep,  roll  on  in  a  common  Channel,  and  thereby  afford  new,  £nd, 
beyond  Comparifon,  greater  Bjeffings  to  Society,  than  in  their  feparate  State. 
Of  thefe,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  two  or  three  Inflances,  which  though 
in  themlelves  obvious  enough,  yet  are  fo  requifite  to  render  the  Scope  of  this 
Work  perfpicuous  and  fatisfadory,  that  we  ought  not  to  pafs  them  by. 

In  the  ffrft  place,  thefe  Rivers  conduce  exceedingly  to  Health,  Cleanlinefs, 
and  an  Infinity  of  domeftic  Ufes ;  for  which  Reafon,  invited  by  the  Defire  of 
enjoying  thefe  Conveniencies,  moft  great  Towns  and  populous  Cities  are  feated 
on  the  Banks  of  fuch  Rivers ;  and  very  frequently  the  Experience  of  thofe 
Advantages  arifing  from  fuch  a  Situation,  gradually  fwell  a  Small  Place  into  a 
great  one  a.  It  is  partly  from  the  Number,  partly  from  the  Difpofition  and 
Qualities  of  fuch  Rivers,  that  a  fpeedy  and  a  commodious  Communication  is 
made  between  different  and  diflant  Parts  of  a  Country,  by  which  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  receive  reciprocally  the  Comfort  of  their  refpedive  Poffefiions,  whether 

8  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  v.  p.  235.  M.  Vitruv.  in  Praef.  lib.  ii.  de  Archheft.  Aul.  Gel. 
jNTo£L  Attic. lib.  x.  cap.  7. 

flowing 
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flowing  from  the  Bounty  of  Providence  or  the  Effects  of  Induftry ;  and  by  an 
Exchange  of  Commodities,  render  partial  and  particular  Improvements  the 
Source  of  univerfal  Abundance.  This  Circulation  of  Goods  and  Manufactures, 
through  the  whole  Extent  of  a  large  Country  by  navigable  Rivers,  conftitutes 
inland  Navigation.  An  eminent  national  Prerogative,  which,  as  we  fhalt 
copioufly  explain  in  its  proper  Place,  is  of  infinite  Conlequence,  and,  where 
properly  attended  to,  and  encouraged,  productive  of  numberlels  Emoluments 
to  a  People ;  as,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  excites  their  Induftry,  it  mitigates 
their  Labour,  and  invites  them  to  the  Exercife  of  Manufactures  of  every  Kind,, 
by  offering  fo  cheap  and  fo  expeditious  a  Method,  of  conveying  them,  even  to 
the  molt  diftant  Markets  b. 

There  is  yet  another  Point  which  we  muft  bring  to  the  Reader’s  Memory,, 
which  is,  that  commonly  where  thefe  great  Rivers  fall  into  the  Sea,  or  fre¬ 
quently  where  they  begin  to  open  and  expand  themlelves,  when  drawing 
towards  it,  they  furnilh  capacious  and  convenient  Ports  for  Ships  of  great 
Burthen,  and  conduce  thereby  as  much  to  foreign  Commerce,  as  in  their  long 
and  winding  Courfe  they  had  before  contributed  to  domeftic  Trade,  or  the 
Intercourfe  of  the  Natives  with  each  other  c.  It  appears  from  hence,  that 
the  bed;  Method  of  eftimating  the  Advantages  which  any  Country  enjoys  in 
this  refpeCt,  is  by  confidering  them  in  a  comparative  View  with  thofe  of  its 
Neighbours  and  Competitors  ;  fince,  thus  confidered,  it  muft  not  only  be  fet 
in  a  fair  and  full  Point  of  Light,  but  in  fuch  a  one  alfo,  as  will  render  it  unde¬ 
niably  manifeft.  In  this  therefore,  for  thefe  Reafons,  we  will  endeavour  to 
confider  it  with  all  the  Candour  and  Impartiality  pofiible,  and  with  as  much 
Concifenefs  as  the  Nature  of  this  Method,  and  our  Intention  in  purfuing  it, 
will  poffibly  or  properly  admit. 

We  find  the  French  Writers  infilling  warmly,  and  with  juft  Reafon,  on  the* 
very  advantageous  Situation  of  their  fpacious  and  fertile  Country,  and  on  the 
Circumftances  which  render  it  particularly  commodious  for  domeftic  Trade, 
and  foreign  Commerce,  as  having  the  Britilh  Channel  on  the  North,  the  Ocean 
on  the  Weft,  and  the  Mediterranean  on  the  South.  They  boaft  like  wife,  that 
no  Country  in  the  World  is  better  watered;  and  this  Papire  Malfon,  a 
learned  Frenchman,  wrote  a  Book  to  prove,  in  the  laft  Century,  in  which  he 
defcribes  all  the  Rivers  of  that  Kingdom  d.  There  cannot  therefore  be  any 
thing  more  to  our  Purpofe  than  to  examine  this  Point  concifely,  in  order  to 
fee  how  well  the  Claims  of  both  Countries  in  reference  to  Rivers  conducive  to 
Commerce  are-  fupported,  due  Refpedt  being  had  to  the  Size  of  the  one,  and 
of  the  other.  In  France,  as  their  own  Writers  fay,  there  are  four  great. 

b  Bacon’s  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  724.  Varenii  Geograph,  univerfalis.  §.  iv.  cap.  16. 

c  P.  Fournier  Hydrographic,  lib.  iv.  chap.  14.  Bacon’s  Works,  vol.  i.  p,  724.  Montefquieu, 
de  l’Efprit  des  Loix,  P.  ii.  lib.  xxi.  chap.  4. 

d  Defcriptio  Fluminum  Galliae,  opera  P.  Mafloni,  cum  Notis  A.  M.  Baudrand,  Pariliis,  1685. 

Rivers, 
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Rivers,  that  in  their  Paflfage  through  their  numerous  Provinces  absorbing  moft 
of  the  reft,  carry  immenfe  Supplies  of  Water  to  the  before-mentioned  Seas  e. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  the  Loire,  efteemed  the  largeft  River  in  France,  and 
fo  dividing  it,  that  on  this,  and  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Loire,  is  an  Expreflion 
common,  more  efpecially  in  their  ancient  Hiftorians  f.  The  Source  of  this 
River  is  in  the  Mountain  of  Gerbier  le  joux,  on  the  Confines  of  the  Viverais 
and  Velaie,  it  runs  through  the  Generalities  of  Montpellier,  Lyons,  Moulins, 
Orleans,  Tours,  and  falls  into  the  Sea  in  Bretagne,  forty-five  Miles  below 
Nantes,  which  is  its  principal  Port.  In  its  Courfe  it  receives  fix  large,  and 
many  ftnall,  Rivers,  runs  in  a  direCt  Courfe  three,  and  by  its  Windings  and 
Turnings,  as  it  is  computed,  about  Five  hundred  Miles  g. 

To  this  we  oppofe  the  Trent,  which  rifes  out  of  New  Pool,  in  Conjunction 
■with  two  Springs,  near  Mole  Cap  and  Harton  Hay,  in  Staffordfhire ;  after 
receiving  no  fewer  than  fixteen  Rivers  in  that  County  only,  pafles  into  Der¬ 
byshire  ;  and  coafting  the  Edge  of  Leicestershire,  runs  with  a  copious  pleafant 
Stream  the  whole  Length  of  Nottinghamshire ;  and  crofting  over  a  Corner  of 
Lincolnfhire,  falls  into  that  great  Receptacle  of  Waters  called  the  Humber  h, 
twelve  Miles  above  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  a  Town  and  County  of  itfelf,  Stand¬ 
ing  on  a  little  River  of  the  fame  Name,  which  makes  its  prefent  Port ;  though 
an  Application  is  expeCted  to  Parliament  for  one  more  commodious ;  and,  in 
point  of  inland  Trade,  and  foreign  Commerce,  not  at  all  inferior  to  that  emi¬ 
nent  Port  of  France  to  which  we  have  compared  it  k  It  derives  thefe  Advan¬ 
tages,  which  it  would  require  fome  Pages  to  fet  in  a  full  Light,  from  the  Influx 
of  fo  many  great  Rivers  into  this  Firth  from  fome  of  the  Counties  moft 
populous,  beft  cultivated,  moft  noted  for  Manufactures,  of  any  in  thefe  Iflands ; 
which  consequently  bring  down  immenfe  Quantities  of  bulky,  and  yet  valu¬ 
able  Goods,  that  require  much  Shipping  to  tranfport,  and  produce  inconceiv¬ 
able  Returns  from  other  Countries.  The  direCt  Courfe  of  the  River  Trent 
is  about  One  hundred  Miles  j  what  its  Turnings  and  Windings  may  be  we 
have  not  computed.  This  River  divides  England  into  two  Parts  of  unequal 
Size,  and  has  thereby  created  the  DiftinCtion  of  South  and  North  of  Trent  k. 

e  Philippi  Cluverii  Introdinft.  Geograph,  lib.  ii.  cap.  12. 

f  Luyts  Introduct.  ad  Geograph,  p  127. 

g  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  p.  189.  Caefar.  lib.  vii.  cap.  55.  Gregor.  Turonenf.  lib.  v. 
cap.  42.  Papir.  Maffon.  defcrip.  Hum.  Galliae.  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  France,  par  M.  Piga- 
niol  de  la  Force,  tom.  i.  p.  3.  Coulon  Rivieres  de  France,  tom.  i.  p.  241. 

h  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fol.  37.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Historical  Dittion- 
-ary,  p-  37°-  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  96.  Plott’s Natural Hiftory  of  Staffordshire, 
chap.  ii.  p.  42.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  twelfth  Song. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  53,  34.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p,  C78.  Additions  to  Camden  in 
the  English  Translation. 

k  Plott's  Natural  HiSlory  of  Staffordshire,  chap.  ii.  p.  42. 
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The  fecond,  which  is  reputed  the  mod;  rapid  River  in  France,  is  the  Rhone, 
which  however  rifes  without  the  Bounds  of  that  Kingdom,  in  die  Country  of 
'Valais,  conne&ed  by  Alliance  to  the  Swifs ;  and  having  pafied  through  the 
Lake  of  Geneva,  after  rolling  over  a  Precipice,  by  which  it  feems  diffipated 
into  a  Mift,  at  length  enters  France ;  and  having  wafhed  the  City  of  Lyons, 
and  received  the  gentle  Saone  within  its  Banks,  continues  its  Progrefs  through 
•Provence  ;  and  being  joined  in  its  Paflage  by  leveral  other  conliderable  Streams, 
falls  into  the  Mediterranean,  about  twenty  Miles  below  Arles,  by  three  Mouths, 
which  are  Riled  le  Gras  de  Sauze,  le  Gras  de  Sainte  Anne,  and  le  grand  Gras. 
It  runs  about  Two  hundred  and  fifty  Miles  in  France.  The  Navigation  is 
hazardous  with  flight  Boats,  which  are  very  frequently  taken  to  Pieces  again 
when  the  Voyage  is  over,  becaufe  of  its  being  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not 
impradticable,  for  fuch  to  remount  the  Stream  f 

Against  this  we  will  venture  to  fet  the  Northern  River  Tine,  which,  to 
Ipeak  with  greater  Propriety,  is  a  River  compofed  of  two  Streams  of  the 
fame  Name,  viz.  North  Tine,  which  riling  at  a  Village  called  Tinehead, 
on  the  Frontiers  of  North  Britain,  runs  South-EaR  about  thirty  Miles,  and 
is  then  joined  by  the  South  Tine;  which  having  its  Source  in  Cumber¬ 
land,  almoR  on  the  Borders  of  the  Biflioprick  of  Durham,  runs  North- 
EaR  about  forty  Miles.  From  their  Junction  a  little  above  Hexham,  each 
Being  dwelled  by  feveral  little  Rivers  in  the  Way,  the  Tine  palling  near  the 
great  Town  of  NewcaRle,  which  Rands  upon  its  North  Bank,  falls  into  the 
Sea  at  Tinmouth,  the  two  Rivers  having  run  together  about  thirty  Miles  m. 
The  Coal  Trade  of  NewcaRle,  which  is  a  rich,  populous,  and  thriving  Place, 
joined  to  its  Dependencies  North  and  South  Shields,  and  taking  in  likewife  the 
foreign  Commerce  carried  on  from  thence,  makes  it  fcarce,  if  at  all,  inferior  to 
the  French  Mart,  though  that  is  alfo  very  opulent  n ;  and  thefe  Places  are 
the  more  fit  to  be  compared,  becaufe  both  have  been  for  fome  Time  paR,  and 
are  yet  continually  improving. 

The  Garonne  is  the  third  River  in  France.  It  rifes  out  of  the  Mountains 
of  Aure,  near  the  Valley  of  Aran  in  the  Pyrenees,  and  pading  through  the 
Generalities  of  Montauban,  Toloufe,  and  Bourdeaux,  it  receives  in  its  Courfe 
feven  conliderable  Rivers,  and  the  two  laR  Cities  are  wadied  by  its  Stream. 
At  the  Point  of  Ambez  it  joins  the  Dordogne,  a  long,  large,  and  deep  River, 
which  however  runs  by  no  very  confiderable  Place ;  and  from  the  Time  of 
this  Jun&ion  the  River  takes  the  Name  of  Garonne;  and  running  with  a 


1  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  p.  189.  Liv.  Hift.  lib.  xxL.  cap.  32.  Pirn.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  iii. 
cap.  4.  Papir.  Mahon,  deferip.  Hum.  Gallias.  Coulon  Rivieres  de  France,  tom.  ii.  p.  6.  Etat  Sc 
Delices  de  la  SuilFe,  tom.  i.  p.  63. 

m  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fol.  65,  74.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  50. 
.Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  twenty-ninth  Song. 

"  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  103,  104.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  667.  Additions  to  Camden. 
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full  broad  Stream,  falls  into  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  near  the  Tour  de  Cordouan, 
by  two  Mouths,  the  one  called  le  Pas  des  Anes,  and  the  other  Ie  Pas  de  Grave, 
between  forty  and  fifty  Miles  below  Bourdeaux,  after  a  Courfe  of  about  One 
hundred  and  eighty  Miles 

We  will  compare  with  this  the  Oufe,  which  riling  near  Fretwell,  in 
Oxfordshire,  proceeds  thence  into  Buckinghamshire ;  and  palling  by  that 
Town,  which  gives  Name  to  the  County,  goes  on  to  Bedford,  where  it 
becomes  navigable  j  then  having  watered  this  County,  it  proceeds  through 
Huntingdonshire,  Cambridgeshire,  and  the  ISe  of  Ely,  into  the  County  of 
Norfolk,  where  with  a  full  fraught  Tide  it  falls  into  the  Sea  at  Kings,  for¬ 
merly,  till  exchanged  by  the  BiShop  of  Norwich  with  Henry  VIII.  called 
BiShops  Lynn.  It  receives  in  its  Courfe  the  River  Nene  from  Northampton 
and  Peterborough  ;  the  Cam  from  Cambridge  5  the  LefTer  Oufe  from  Nor¬ 
folk  ;  and  the  Mildenhall  from  Suffolk ;  all  of  them  navigable  Rivers  5  by 
which  moll  convenient,  and,  in  all  Seafons,  valuable  Situation,  Lynn  became, 
even  in  early  Times,  a  very  considerable  Place  in  refped:  to  Strength  and 
Trade  p.  Yet  was  it  nothing  then  to  what  it  is  now,  comprehending,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  beSt  Computation  that  can  be  formed,  Two  thoufand  four  hundred 
Families,  and  in  a  very  thriving  Condition,  deriving  from  many  rich  Counties 
behind  it  all  their  valuable  Produce  and  Manufactures,  which  are  from  thence 
lent  to  London ;  and  Supplying  them  in  return  with  Goods  from  that  great 
City,  Coals  from  Newcaftle,  and  whatever  elfe  they  want  from  the  Ports  on 
the  Ealt  Side  of  the  Ifland ;  and  having  befides  an  extenlive,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  (in  refpeCt  to  London)  an  independent  foreign  Commerce,  not  only 
with  Spain  and  Portugal,  which  has  Succeeded  that  which  the  Merchants  of 
this  Place  once  had  with  France,  but  alfo  to  Holland  and  the  Baltic.  The 
Entrance  of  its  Port,  which  is  fo  capacious  as  to  hold  Two  hundred  Sail  of 
Velfels,  is  fomething  difficult  and  dangerous,  but  when  entered,  it  is  Safe  and 
commodious  j  and  for  its  Defence,  exclulive  of  the  Fortifications  round  the 
Place,  has  St.  Anne’s  Fort,  by  which  it  is  at  the  fame  time  equally  commanded 
and  prote&ed.  The  entire  Courfe  of  this  River  may  be  about  One  hundred 
Miles  q. 

The  lafl  River  in  France  that  we  Shall  mention  is  the  Seine,  which  has  its 
Source  a  little  above  Chanceaux,  in  Burgundy.  It  paffes  through  the  Genera- 

0  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  p.  177,  189,  190.  Pomponii  Melae  de  fitu  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  2. 
Papir.  MaiTon.  defcrip,  fium.  Gallise.  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  France,  parM.  Piganiol  de  la 
Force,  tom.  i.  p.  4.  Martiniere  DiCtionnaire  Geographique  et  Critique,  tom.  iv.  p.  65. 

p  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  fol.  13.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  102,  103,  104. 
Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  259.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  350,  Spel- 
manni  Icenia,  p.  137.  Plot’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Oxfordshire,  chap.  ii.  §.17* 

q  Leland’s  ColleCtanea,  vol.  i.  p.  654.  Spelmanni  Icenia,  p.  142,  143,  144.  The  Hiftory  and 
Antiquities  of  the  flourishing  Corporation  of  Kings  Lynn,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  by  B.  Mac¬ 
kerel],  Gent.  p.  2,  3. 
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lities  of  Dijon,  Chalons,  Paris,  and  Rouen.  It  begins  to  be  navigable  at 
Troyes,  the  Capital  of  Champagne.  In  its  Courfe  it  receives  the  Yonne,  the 
Loign,  the  Marne,  the  Oife,  and  the  Eure,  fome  of  them  not  inferior  in  their 
Streams  to  its  own,  and  feveral  others  lefs  confiderable.  It  pafies  through  the 
midft  of  the  Capital  of  France,  makes  a  mod:  noble  and  majeftic  Figure  at 
Rouen,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  Port  of  Paris,  and,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  is  the  next  City  to  it  in  Size  ;  from  thence  the  Seine  proceeds  to  Havre 
de  Grace,  which  is  again  a  kind  of  Port  to  Rouen,  where  the  larger  Ships  are 
laid  up,  and  where  fuch  Merchants  as  are  concerned  in  the  Fifheries  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  well  as  Europe,  generally  refide.  The  Seine  enters  the  Sea,  or,  as  we 
call  it,  the  Channel,  between  this  Place  and  Honfleur,  making  an  Opening  at 
lead;  of  nine  Miles  in  Breadth  j  its  entire  Courfe  has  been  computed  at  Two 
hundred  and  forty  Miles  r. 

The  River  in  Britain  fitted:  to  Rand  in  Competition  with  the  Seine,  is  the 
Thames.  The  Sources  of  this  famous  Stream  are  four  Rivulets,  that  rife  in 
different  Parts  of  Cotfwold  Hills  in  Gloucefterlhire,  viz.  the  Lech,  the  Coin, 
the  Churne,  and  the  Ids ;  thefe  having  touched  Wiltfhire,  and  joined  their 
Waters  in  one  Channel  a  little  below  Lechlade,  a  Town  on  the  Borders  of 
Oxfordshire,  form  a  deep  and  copious  Stream,  which  there  becomes  navigable 
for  very  large  Barges,  and  is  conftantly,  after  it  leaves  this  Place,  whatever 
poetical  Writers  may  pretend,  called  the  Thames.  .  Thence  it  proceeds  into 
Oxfordshire ;  and  having  vifited  the  City  of  Oxford,  continues  to  divide  that 
County  from  Berkshire ;  rolling  by  Abington,  Wallingford,  Reading,  Hen¬ 
ley,  Maidenhead,  Windfor,  and  fo  to  Staines,  becoming  there  the  Boundary 
of  the  two  Counties  of  Middlefex  and  Surry ;  and  having  pafied  by  Chertfey 
and  Kingflon  in  the  latter,  and  Brentford  in  the  former,  it  comes  to  the  Capi¬ 
tal  of  the  BritiSh  Monarchy,  London  ;  and  having  traverfed  that  Imperial 
City,  and  her  Sifter  City  of  Weftminfter,  purfues  its  Courfe  towards  the  Sea; 
in  its  future  Progrefs  divides  Effex  from  Kent,  vifiting  in  its  Paffage  Deptford, 
Greenwich,  Woolwich,  Grays,  and  Gravefend,  at  length  opens  into  the  Sea 
with  a  Mouth  between  the  Naze  and  the  North  Foreland,  near  fixty  Miles 
broad.  In  its  Paffage  it  receives  no  fewer  than  fix  confiderable  Rivers  that 
are  not  navigable,  and  eleven  that  are,  which  affords  a  vaft  Communication 
within  Land  ;  its  Courfe  has  been  computed  about  One  hundred  and  forty 
Miles,  of  which  it  is  navigable  near  a  hundred  from  its  Mouth  9.  In  what  is 

r  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  p.  192.  Lucan,  lib.  i.  Sidon.  Apol.  in  Panegyr.  Major.  Papir. 
Maffon.  defcrip.  flum.  Galliae.  Coulon  Rivieres  de  France,  tom.  i.  p.  58,  59.  Nouvelle  Defcrip- 
tion  de  la  France,  par  M.  Piganiol  de  la  Force,  tom.  i.  p.  4.  Le  Grand  Didlionnaire  Geographique 
et  Critique,  par  M.  Bruzen  la  Martiniere,  tom.  vii.  p.  434. 

8  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  25.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary, 
p.  370.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  45,  47  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.258,  239.  Stow’s 
Description  of  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  &c.  p.  2.  Drayton's  Polyolbion,  Song  3.  The  Ancient 
and  prefent  State  of  Gloucefterlhire,  by  Sir  Robert  Atkins,  p.  34. 
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called  the  Pool,  and  which  is  properly  the  Port  of  London,  though,  in  the 
Cuftom  Houfe  Language,  that  is  extended  to  the  whole  River  below  London 
Bridge,  has  been  known  to  lie  upwards  of  One  thoufand  Ships  commodi- 
oufly;  and  it  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  in  no  Haven  in  Europe,  Velfels  lie 
more  fafely,  take  in  their  Ladings  with  greater  Eale,  or  are  delivered  with 
fuperior  Dexterity  and  Dilpatch  ;  l'o  that  an  immenfe  Commerce  is  carried  on 
with  fuch  Order  and  Facility  as  moll  adonidies  thole  to  whom  it  is  moll 
thoroughly  known,  and  by  whom  it  is  bed  underflood  t. 

We  have  an  old  and  a  fenfible  Proverb,  which  admonifhes  us  not  to  make 
Companions,  and  we  are  very  well  aware  both  of  the  Difficulty  and  of  the  Dan¬ 
ger.  But,  however,  believing  this  the  mod  effe&ual  Means  of  illudrating  the 
Point  we  have  in  view,  and  knowing  how  much  it  would  contribute  to  rectify 
fome  midaken  Notions  which  fome  of  our  hady  Travellers  propagate,  as  well 
as  pick  up,  we  have  ventured  upon  it,  though  we  forefee  many  Objections  may 
be  made.  Yet  let  thofe  who  make  them,  condder,  that  what  we  endeavour  to 
compare  in  the  Rivers  of  France  and  England,  is  their  Commodioufnefs  for, 
and  the  Profit  refulting  from,  their  Trade.  Let  them  alfo  conlider,-  that  fome 
of  the  great  Cities  in  France,  which  are  feated  upon,  and  do  Honour  to,  the 
Rivers  on  which  they  dand,  owe  a  great  Part  of  their  Riches  and  Splendour 
to  their  being  the  Seats  of  provincial  Governments  and  JurifdiCtions,  and,  in 
confequence  of  thel'e,  the  Places  of  Refidence  of  the  Nobility  of  both  Robes, 
with  the  Addition  fometimes  of  Eccleliadical  Grandeur,  to  which,  London 
excepted,  none  of  ours  can  pretend  u.  Let  them  likewife  remember,  how 
much  the  Trade  of  our  lad  mentioned  River  exceeds  that  to  which  it  dands  as 
a  Parallel,  and  dividing  the  Balance  in  its  Favour  amongd  them,  it  will, 
amply  fupply  the  Deficiency,  even  iuppofing  there  be  any,  of  the  red.  But 
if,  after  all,  any  Doubts  are  ieft,  we  beg  Leave  to  put  them  in  Mind,  that  the 
Northern  Oufe  augmented  by  a  Number  of  large  and  navigable  Rivers, 
falls  into  the  Humber  as  well  as  the  Trent;  the  River  Weare  falls  into  the  Sea 
at  Sunderland  which  Port,  however,  we  except,  as  belonging  to  the  next 
Chapter ;  and  the  Witham,  by  Leland  called  Lindis,  with  a  copious  Body 
of  Water,  falls  into  the  German  Ocean  at  the  opulent  Town  of  Bodon  y ; 
almod  over-againd  Lynn,  all  on  the  EadSide  of  the  Ifland,  and  may  therefore 
be  added  to  the  Account,  in  order  to  afford  them  full  Satisfaction.  To  this  we 
may  fubjoin  another  Remark,  that  all  thefe  trading  Towns  are  in  a  thriving 

4 

1  Additions  to  Camden,  Atlas  Maritimus,  p.  19,  20.  Maitland’s  Hiflory  of  London,  p.  621. 

u  Such  as  the  Cities  of  Touloufe,  Bourdeaux,  Dijon,  and  Roiien,  each  of  which  is  the  Seat 
of  a  Parliament. 

w  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  9a.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  577. 

*  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  79,  81,  82,  83,  91.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  91. 
Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dittionanry,  p.  84,  259.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  60.2, 
603.  Robinfon’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Weftmoreland  and  Cumberland,  chap.  vii.  p.  40. 

y  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  32.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  100.  Brome’s  Travels  over 
England,  P.  hi.  p.  138. 
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Condition,  and  that  feveral  of  them,  we  fpeak  not  at  random,  or  by  Guefs,  are 
increafed  to  double  what  they  were  in  the  Space  of  the  current  Century 

W e  have,  in  a  former  Chapter,  admitted  that  the  Situation  of  Spain  is,  in  a 
Multitude  of  Circumftances,  as  happy  and  commodious,  in  relpedt  more  efpe- 
eially  to  foreign  Commerce,  as  could  well  be  defired  a.  It  is  almoft,  but  it  is 
not  quite,  an  Ifland  ;  and  neverthelefs  we  find. there  are  in  this  Kingdom  but 
fix  large  Rivers  that  empty  themlelves,  with  thofe  few  leffer  ones  which  they 
abforb,  into  the  Sea.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  the  Ebro,  which  rifes  on  the  Fron¬ 
tiers  of  Old  Caftile,  towards  the  Principality  of  Afturias ;  it  pafles  through 
both  thofe  Countries,  and  then  enters  into  Navarre  ;  it  becomes  navigable,  that 
is  for  Boats,  atTudela;  and  having  divided  this  Kingdom  from  Arragon,  and- 
pafied  through  Saragoffa,  which  is  its  Capital,  it  then  traverfes  Catalonia,  and 
falls  into  the  Mediterranean  a  little  below  Tortofa.  It  is  in  all  Refpedts  a  very 
fine  River,  of  great  Utility,  but  not  navigable  for  Ships  higher  than  the  laffc 
mentioned  City,  and  not  even  thither  by  thofe  of  a  very  large  Size  b. 

The  fecond  is  the  Quiver,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called’,  the  Guadal  Quiver, 
that  is,  the  Great  River ;  it  rifes  in  the  Eaftern  Extremity  of  Andalufia,  and 
running  South- Weft  through  that  rich  and  beautiful  Country,  it  vifits  Cor¬ 
dova,  Seville,,  and  St.  Lucar,  and  then  falls  into  the  Bay  of  Cadiz  c.  It  is 
navigable  by  large  Ships,  but  not  without  Danger,  as  high  as  Seville  j  from 
thence  to  Cordova  by  Boats  only y  and  not  higher  even  by  thefe  d. 

The  Ana,  or  the  Guadiana,  rifes  in  New  Caftile,.  in  a  Country  called  La 
Mancha ;  its  Courfe  is  from  Eaft  to  Weft;  and  having  watered  Badajos,  in  the 
Spanilh  Eftramadura,  it  paftes  into  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal ;  and  having 
leparated  Algarve  from  Andalufia,  falls  at  length  into  the  Bay  of  Cales,  near 
Ayamonte  x  but  neither  that  or  St.  Lucar  de  Guadiana  are  Ports  of  any  Com 
fequence  e. 

z  From  certain  Information,  which  I  am  not  at  Liberty  to  mention. 

3  See  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  Chap.  i.  p.  7. 

Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  156,  158,  175.  Plin.  Hid.  Nat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  3.  lib.  iv. 
cap.  12,  20.  Lucan,  lib.  iv.  Vayrac  Etat  Prefent  del’Efpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  84.  Les  Delices  de 
PEfpagne  et  du  Portugal,  par  Don  Juan  Alvarez  de  Colmenar,. tom.  i.  p.  16,  17.  Robbe  Geo¬ 
graphic,  tom.  i.  p.  418. 

c  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iiii  p.  139,  140,  148.  Liv.  Hill.  lib.  xxviii.  cap.  30,  Plin.  HilL 
Nat.  lib.  iii  cap.  1 .  Vayrac  Etat  Prefent  de  PEfpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  87. 

d  Colmenar  Delices  de  l’Efpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  20,  21.  Le  Grand  Di<ftionnaire  Geographique  et 
Critique,  par  M.  Bruzen  la  Martiniere,  tom.  iii.  p.  353. 

c  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  139,  140,  141.  Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.  Pomponii 
Melae  de  fitu  Orbis,  lib.  ii.  cap.  6.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1 .  Vayrac  Etat  Prefent  de  PEfpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  90. 
Garibay  Hift.  Hifpan.  lib.  iii.  cap.  2.  Nonius  in  defer.  Hifp.  p.  313.  Martiniere  Diftionnaire 
Geographique  et  Critique,  tom.  i-v.  p.  354* 
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The  Tajo,  or  as  we  call  it  after  the  Romans,  the  Tagus,  is  indeed  a  moft 
noble  River ;  it  has  its  Source  in  the  New  Caftiie,  on  the  Borders  of  Arra- 
gon ;  and  palling  through  the  Kingdom  of  Caftiie  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  after 
vifiting  the  Royal  City  of  Toledo,  it  rolls  through  the  Spanilh  Eftramadura 
into  Portugal ;  where,  after  affording  a  fafe  and  capacious  Harbour  to  the 
largeft  Ships,  and  thefe  too  in  any  Number,  at  Lisbon,  it  falls  about  fix  Miles 
lower  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  C 

The  fifth  is  the  Douro,  which  rifes  in  Old  Caftiie,  on  the  Frontiers  of 
Navarre  and  Arragon ;  and  having  traverfed  the  firft  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  it 
paftes  into  that  of  Leon ;  and  from  thence  acrofs  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal, 
falling  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  about  three  Miles  below  Oporto.  It  is  a  great 
River,  and  yet  makes  but  a  bad  Port,  by  reafon  of  a  Bar  palfable  only  at  high 
Water,  and  then  not  without  Hazard  from  the  Rocks  j  and  is  navigable  even 
for  Boats  but  a  very  little  higher  g. 

The  laft,  and  leaft  of  the  ftx,  is  the  Minho,  which  rifes  in  Galicia ;  and 
having  divided  that  Kingdom  from  Portugal,  falls  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  a 
little  below  the  fmall  City  of  Tuy,  without  making  any  confiderable  Port  K 
We  may  add  to  thefe  the  Ports  of  Rofes  and  Bilboa ;  for  though  the  two 
Rivers  they  ftand  on  are  ftnall,  and  of  a  Ihort  Courfe,  they  are  neverthelefs 
good  Harbours  1. 


Besides  the  Rivers  of  South  Britain  already  mentioned,  that  fall  into  the 
^German  Ocean,  there  are  fome  others  that  ought  not  to  be  pafted  over ; 
fuch  as  the  Tweed,  which  riling  on  the  Borders  of  Clydefdale,  and  running 
through  Tweedale,  divides  the  Shire  of  Mers  from  Tiviotdale  and  Northum¬ 
berland  ;  and  having  received  feveral  Streams  in  its  Courfe,  falls  at  length  into 
the  Sea  a  little  below  Berwick,  which  is  ftill  a  Port,  though  but  a  fmall  one  k. 
The  Tees  rifes  on  the  Confines  of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  and  running 
Eaftward,  feparates  the  County  or  Bifhoprick  of  Durham  from  Yorklhire,  fall- 

f  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  139,  1 52,  1 54,  1 60.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  iv.  cap.  22.  Pom. 
ponii  Melte  de  litu  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.  Vayrac  Etat  Prefent  de  PEfpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  94,  95 
Ees  Delices  de  l’Efpagneet  du  Portugal,  par  Don  Juan  Alvarez  de  Colmenar,  tom.  i.  p.  25. 

g  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  203,  205,  217.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  iv.  cap.  20,  21.  Pom- 
■ponii  Melse  de  fitu  Orbis,  lib.  ii.  cap.  6.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.  Vayrac  Etat  Prefent  de  l’Efpagne,  tom.  i. 
p.  95.  Colmenar  Delices  de  PEfpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  26,  27.  Le  Grand  Didtionnaire  Geographique 
et  Critique,  par  M.  Bruzen  la  Martiniere,  tom.  iii.  p.  149. 

h  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  153.  Pomponii  Melae  de  fitu  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.  Nonius 
inDefcript.  Hifpan.  Vayrac  Etat  Prefent  de  l’Efpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  96.  Les  Delices  de  l’Efpagne 
et  du  Portugal,  par  Don  Juan  Alvarez  de  Colmenar,  tom.  i.  p.  28. 

*  Vayrac  Etat  Prefent  de  l’Efpagne,  tom.  i.  p.  194.  tom  ii.  p.  443. 

k  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fol.  80.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  88.  Cam- 
deni  Britannia,  p.  658. 
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mg  into  the  German  Ocean  fix  Miles  below  Stockton  1,  called  from  thence 
Stockton  upon  Tees,  which  is  a  Place  of  confiderable  Trade,  and  may  be  of 
greater,  when  either  their  own  Wealth,  or  the  Attention  of  the  Public,  (hall 
enable  its  Inhabitants  to  correct  the  Rapidity  of  the  Current,  which  makes 
the  Entrance  of  the  Harbour  hazardous,  that  would  be  otherwife  very  good 
The  two  fair  and  beautiful  bordered  Rivers  Yare  and  Waveney,  rife  in,  and. 
run  through,  the  populous  County  of  Norfolk ;  the  former  (or  rather  the: 
Wenfome  which  falls  into  it)  paffing  by  Norwich,  and  the  latter  by  Thet- 
ford,  unite  their  Streams  a  little  above  Yarmouth,  where  they  fall  into  the 
Sea..  At  the  Time  of  the  Norman  Conqueft,  the  Town,  then  called  Ger- 
nemwa,  which  plainly  comes  from  the  ancient  Latin  Name  Garionenunv 
which  Mr.  Baxter  interprets  Garii  aim  eneu,  the  Mouth  of  the  rough  River,, 
belonged  to  the  Crown,  and  the  King  had  therein  feventy  Burgeffes,  who  were 
Merchants  and  Traders  by  Sea*.  One  hundred  and  forty  Years  afterwards,, 
that  is  in  the  ninth  of  King  John,  who  was  a  great  Favourer  of  Seamen  and- 
Trade,  the  Place  was  made  a.  free  Borough,  the  Inhabitants  were  allowed  to 
chufe  a  Bailiff,  and  their  Fee-Farm  to  the  King  was  fettled  at  fifty-five  Pounds 
annually.  In  the  Reign  of  Edward  III.  at  the  Diftance  of  about  the  fame 
Number  of  Years,  this  feems  to  have  been  the  mofl  flourifhing  Sea  Port  in 
England,  fince  it  furnifhed  for  that  Monarch’s  Service,  when  he  undertook  his 
great  Expedition  againft  France,  Forty-three  Ships,  and  Nine  hundred  and  fifty 
Men  ;  at  which  Time  the  City  of  London  furnifhed  but  Twenty-five  Ships, 
and  Six  hundred  and  fixty-two  Men.  In  fucceeding  Times,  by  the  Induftry 
of  its  Inhabitants,  the  Favour  of  our  Monarchs,  and  the  Application  of  the- 
Townfmen  to  Fifhing,  the  Place  increafed  fo  much,  and  the  People  became 
fo  wealthy,  that  by  the  Name  of  Great  Yarmouth  this  Mart  was  known,  and 
its  Merchants  famous,  not  in  our  Ifland  only,  but  over  all  Chriftendom.  This, 
in  our  own  Times,  for  its  Size,  is  one  of  the  faireft  Towns  in  England,  has  a. 
noble  Market,  a  Quay  inferior  to  few,  if  to  any,  in  Europe,  and  has  been  for 
many  Ages  a  Place  of  very  great  Trade,  and  to  which  a  larger  Number  of 
Veffels  belong,  than  to  feveral  of  thofe  which  are  the  moft  celebrated  Ports 
in  other  Countries  n. 

The  River  Stoure  rifes  on  the  Weft  Side  of  Suffolk,  on  the  Borders  of  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  and  running  Eaftward,  fo  as  to  divide  Suffolk  from  Effex,  paffing 
by  Sudbury  and  Neyland,  and  having  received  the  River  Berton  in  its  Paffage, 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  93.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  601.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion, 
Song  29.  Robinfon’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Weftmoreland  and  Cumberland,  chap.  vii.  p.  40. 

ra  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

n  Little  Domefday  Book,  fol.  118.  a.  apud  MS,  in  Bibliotheca  Cotton.  Claudius E.  8.  f. 

A.  Col.  1 .  Carta  Regis  Edwardi  III.  de  libertatibus  Portus  magnae  Jernemu.  Harrifon’s  Defcrip' 
tionof  Britain,  p.  104.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  346,  347.  Spelmanni  Icenia,  p.  154,  155,  156, 
Brady  of  Boroughs,  p.  35,  36.  Madox,  Firma  Burgi,  p.  12 <5.  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitat, 
Britannic,  p.  127. 
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.rolls  with  a  mighty  Flood  into  the  German  Ocean  °.  The  Orwell,  which 
the  Saxons  called  the  Gipping,  rifes  almoft  in  the  Center  of  Suffolk  ;  and  run- 
ning  South-Eaft  with  a  full  Stream,  though  it  receives  but  few  Rivulets  in  its 
Paflage,  fails  likewife  into  the  German  Ocean  ;  fo  that  its  Waters  meet  thole 
of  the  Stoure.  Over  againft  the  Mouths  of  thefe  Rivers  projects  a  Promontoiy 
from  Effex,  in  the  Boiom  of  which  they  form  a  great  Bay.  On  this  Point  of 
Land  hands  Harwich.  Here  is  a  deep,  capacious,  and  fafe  Harbour,  which 
has  been  known  to  hold  an  hundred  Men  of  War,  with  all  the  Veffels  belong¬ 
ing  to  them,  and  three  or  four  hundred  Sail  of  Colliers  at  the  fame  time  p. 
The  Depth  cf  the  Orwell,  or  Gipping,  permits  Veffels -of  almolf  any  Burthen 
logo  up  within  two  Miles  of  Ipiwich,  called  by  the  Saxons,  from  the  Name 
of  the  River,. Giopefwich ;  a  ftately  well-built  Town,  and  in  the  laft  Century 
.a  Place  of  great  Trade ;  which  if  at  prefent  fomewhat  declined,  may,  and 
probably  will,  in  fucceeding  Times,  and  as  new  Improvements  are  made, 
and  new  Manufactures  introduced,  in  the  adjacent  Counties,  recover  its 
.former  Luftre  q. 

On  the  Weft  Side  of  South  Britain  there  are  perhaps  as  many 'Rivers  as  on 
the  Eaft  ;  yet  of  thofe  there  are  but  few,  of  which  with  any  Colour  of  Truth 
,  it  can  be  laid,  that  they  run  a  long  Courfe.  However,  there  are  fome  which 
afford  very  capacious  and  commodious  Harbours  r.  Solway  Firth,  which 
divides  South  from  North  Britain,  receives  into  it  feveral  Rivers,  the  moft  con- 
ftderable  of  which  is  Eden.  This  River,  riling  in  Weftmoreland,  not  much 
beyond  Appleby,  though  Camden  fays  in  Yorkfhire,  becaufe  the  Mountain 
from  which  it  fprings  ftands  on  the  Confines  of  both  Counties,  falls  here  into 
the  Sea,  after  a  Courfe  of  forty  Miles,  about  three  Miles  below  Carlifle ;  which 
City  is  feated  very  commodioufly  ;  and  though  at  prefent  it  has  not  much 
Trade,  yet  as  the  Country  about  it  is  every- where  improving,  perhaps  one  fhould 
run  no  great  Hazard  in  foretelling  that  hereafter  it  may  become  a  Place  of  as 
great  Confequence  in  that  refpeCt,  as  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  as  a  Barrier  s. 
The  River  Lone  rifes  alfo  in  Weftmoreland ;  and  paffing  by  Kirkby  Lonf- 
dale,  after  receiving  many  fmall  Streams,  waters  the  Town  of  Lancafter,  fup- 
pofed  to  receive  its  Name  from  thence,  and  falls  into  the  Irifh  Sea  about  four 
Miles  below  it.  There  is  not  much  to  be  faid  in  Commendation  of  this  Port, 
farther  than  that  of  late,  and  particularly  within  thefe  twenty  Years,  it  is 

°  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  105.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  337.  Speed’s  Britifh 
Empire,  fol.  33.  Salmon’s  Hiflory  and  Antiquities  of  Elfex,  p.  1. 

p  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  105.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dic¬ 
tionary,  p.  256.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  337.  Additions  to  Camden,  p.  359.  Dale’s  Hiflory  of 
Harwich,  and  Dover  Court,  p.  28. 

**  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  337.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiilorical  Di&ionary,  p.  160. 
Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fpl.  33. 

1  See  in  the  next  Chapter  many  Ports,  but  of  another  Sort,  on  this  Side  the  Ifland. 

3  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vji.  fol.  61.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  87,  92.  Britan¬ 
nia,  p.  625.  Robinfon’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Weftmoreland  and  Cumberland,  chap,  viii,  p.  48. 
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Income  much  more  confiderable  than  it  was,  as  the  Induftry  of  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  this  County  has  increafed,  and,  in  confequence  of  that,  their  numerous 
Manufactures,  by  furnifhing  the  Materials  for  purchafing,  have  excited  the 
Defire  of  foreign  Commerce  f.  The  fame  may  be  laid  of  the  Ribble,  and  its 
Port  of  Prefton ;  which,  though  in  its  prefent  State  a  well  built,  populous, 
and  very  thriving  Town,  is,  in  point  of  Trade,  very  capable,  and  we  have  Rea- 
fon  to  expeCt  from  the  Changes  made  in  feveral  Places  in  its  Neighbourhood, 
muft  in  fucceeding  Times  admit,  of  many,  ajid'thofe  too  great  Improve¬ 
ments  u. 

The  Weever  fprings  out  of  Ridley  Pool  in  Chefliire ;  and  running  South- 
Eaft  to  Wrenbury,  it  receives  two  little  Streams  by  the  Way ;  then  running 
Eaft,  it  is  joined  by  a  fomewhat  larger  Rivulet  from  Shropshire.  After  this 
it  direCts  its  Courfe  North,  paffes  through  Namptwich,  and  fo  proceeds  to 
Noithwich,  where  it  receives  the  River  Dane  from  Middlewich ;  and  half  &• 
Mile  below  the  Town,  the  Peever.  In  its  Paffage  from  thence  it  receives  three 
Rivulets  out  of  Delamere  Foreft  ;  and  having  ran  in  the  whole  about  thirty- 
three  Miles,  it  diicharges  itfelf  into  the  great  River  Merfey,  at  Wefton.  The 
laid  mentioned  River  riles  at  a  Place  called  the  Wood-head,  amongft  the  Peak 
Hills,  keeping  a  South-Weft  Courfe,  and  dividing  Derbyshire  from  Chefliire  ; 
then  entering  the  laft  mentioned  County,  it  admits  the  Tame,  and  thencefor¬ 
ward  divides  Chefliire  and  Lancafliire.  At  Flixton  it  is  augmented  by  the  Irr- 
wiil,  from  Manchefter ;  and  feveral  fmaller  Streams  in  itsPaftage  to  Warring¬ 
ton,  where  there  is  a  Bridge  over  it ;  thence  proceeding  to  Wefton,  its  Waters 
joining  thofe  of  the  Weever,  become  above  a  Mile  broad  ;  and  continuing  its 
majeftic  Courfe,  it  receives  the  Gowy;  after  this  Acceftion,  through  the 
doling  of  a  rocky  Coaft,  it  is  fomewhat  ftraitened  in  its  Paftage,  and  at  length 
falls  into  the  Sea  a  little  below  Liverpool  w.  This,  though  once  a  very  incon- 
ftderable  Place,  is  now  become  a  Port  of  great  Repute,  and  one  of  the  mofl 
ftriking  and  memorable  Inftances  of  the  beneficial  Conlequences  of  a  good 
Situation ;  the  Town  being  at  leaf;  ten  times  as  large  as  in  the  Days  of  our 
induftrious  Antiquary  Leland,  elegantly  built  in  a  modern  Tafte,  with  a  wet 
Dock,  and  other  confiderable,  and  very  uncommon  and  expenfive  Improve¬ 
ments.  By  thefe  fingular  and  well-judged  Conveniencies,  in  which  furpafting 
other  Out-Ports,  Liverpool  fee-ms  to  emulate  London,  the  Mother  and  Miftrefs 
-of  Commerce,  it  draws  to  itfelf  a  large  Share  of  the  Commodities  and  Manu¬ 
factures  of  the  North-Weft  Counties j  is  a  Thoroughfare  from  Ireland; 

t  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  fol.  6 1.  Havriton’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  85.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  617. 

»  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britaia,  p.  85.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  6r6,  Leigh’s  Natural 
Jliflrory  of  Lancalhire,  &c.  b.  i.  p.  22. 

'  Leland’s  Itineray,  vol.  v.  fol.  82;  vol.  vii.  fol.  41,  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain, 
p.  83,  84.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  460,  462,  610,  6m.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  1  r.  King’s 
Vale  Royal,  P.  i.  p.  21,  22.  Leigh’s  Natural Hiftory  of  Lancalhire,  Chefliire,  &c.  b.  i.  p.  21. 
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entertains  a  Correfpondence  with  moft  of  our  Colonies ,  and  carries  on  a  great 
foreign  Commerce  in  the  Baltic,  and  with  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal x. 

The  River  Dee  rifes  in  Merionethfhire,  in  North  Wales,  and  runs  at  firft 
North-Eaft  into  Denbighshire  ;  from  thence  directing  its  Courfe  more  to  the 
Eaft,  it  pafies  through  Flintfhire  ;  and  having  touched  the  Edge  of  Shropfhire, 
turns  to  the  North  ;  and  dividing  Flintfliire  from  Chefhire,  after  a  Courfe  of 
between  fifty  and  fixty  Miles,  falls  into  St.  George’s  Channel,  fixteen  Miles- 
below*  the  ancient  and  famous  City  of  Chefter  y.  This  River  at  its  Mouth  is 
fixteen  Miles  broad,  and  would  afford  Chefter  a  moft  noble  Port,  if  it  was 
not  for  the  Bar  at  the  Entrance,  which  renders  it  difficult ;  however,  it  is 
beyond  all  Doubt,  a  fair  old  City ;  and  from  its  Communication  with  a  very 
fertile  Country  behind  it,  and  its  Intercourfe  with  Ireland  and  Wales,  main¬ 
tains  a  very  confiderable  Trade;  which,  if  the  laudable  Endeavours  ufed  for 
improving  the  Navigation  of  the  Dee  fucceed,  muft  be  much  augmented* 
but  is  at  all  Events  in  no  Danger  of  decreafing 

That  noble  River  which  our  Ancefiors,  the  Britons,  called  Havren,  the 
Romans,  Sabrina,  and  the  Englifh,  Severn,  rifes  out  of  a  high  Mountain  in 
Montgomeryfhire,  called  Plinlimmon,  or  Plynllymon  ;  from  whence  running 
South-Eaft,  it  receives  two  fmall  Rivulets ;  and  then  turning  diredtly  North* 
pafies  through  Llanidios,  where  receiving  the  Waters  of  five  other  Streams* 
and  running  North-Eaft  to  Newtowne,  it  continues  its  Courfe  more  to  the 
Northward  till  it  enters  Shropfhire,  and  being  joined  by  feveral  Brooks  by  the 
Way,  at  laft  reaches  Welch  Pool;  being,  in  the  Space  of  twenty  Miles* 
become,  from  a  Render  lilver  Stream,  a  very  deep  and  copious  River,  and  is 
navigable  from  thence  to  its  Mouth.  From  Welch  Pool  the  Severn  runs 
North ;  and  then  turning  to  the  Eaft,  after  wafhing  the  fplendid  and  popu¬ 
lous  Town  of  Shrewfbury,  fuperior  to  fome  Cities,  runs  South-Eaft  to  Bridge- 
north  ;  and  from  thence,  declining  ftill  more  to  the  South,  enters  Worcefter- 
fhire,  and  proceeds  to  Bewdly.  The  Severn,  fwelled  with  concurring  Streams* 
traverfes  entirely  that  County,  and  having  watered,  amongft  other  Places* 
Worcefter  and  Upton,  it  pafies  forward  to  Gloucefterfhire,  and  fo  rolls  on  to; 
Tewkfbury ;  from  whence,  having  vifited  Gloucefter,  it  travels  forwards ;; 
and  meeting  ftill  with  frefh  Acceffion  of  Waters,  grows  to  fuch  a  Size,  as  to< 
be  ftiled  the  Severn  Sea,  pouring  its  Tide,  after  a  Progrefs  of  more  than  One 

t 

x  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fol.  5 6 ;  vol.  viii.  P.  i.  fol.  48.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  6 12~ 
Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  &c.  p.  2 1 . 

y  Harrifon’s  Defcription  cf  Britain,  p.  82.  Lombard’s  Topographical  and  Hiflorical  Diction¬ 
ary,  p.  94.  .  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  530.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitat.  Britannicarum,  p.  103.. 
Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  &c.  p.  22, 

*  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  54.  Lombard’s  Topographical  and  Hiflorical  Dictionary,, 
p.  55.  King’s  Vale  Royal,  P.  i,  p.  20,  21.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  458,  459.  Speed’s  Britifh- 
.Empire,  p.  73,. 
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hundred  and  thirty  Miles,  into  the  Briftol  Channel  «.  This  great  Mart,  from 
which  this  Conjunction  of  Waters  receives  its  Name,  is  as  conveniently  fitu- 
ated  as  can  well  be  imagined,  at  the  Conflux  of  two  conflderable  Rivers,  the 
Avon  and  the  Froom,  having  Bridges  over  both.  The  latter  falls  into  the 
former  a  little  below  the  City,  and  their  joint  Streams  into  the  Severn,  at  four 
Miles  Diflance.  On  the  North  Side  of  the  Town  runs  the  Quay,  along  the 
River  Froom,  to  which  Ships  even  of  great  Burthen  come  up 3  though,  for 
the  Conveniency  of  Commerce,  many  remain  at  Hongroad,  and  others  at 
Ringroad,  which  is  Fill  lower.  If  we  confider  domeftic  Trade,  or  inland 
Navigation,  Briftol  is  without  a  Rival 3  for  by  the  Avon  fhe  draws  to  herfelf 
the  Commodities  of  Warwickshire  3  by  the  Help  of  the  Teem,  fhe  receives 
thofe  of  Herefordfhire  and  Shropfhire  5  the  Wye  brings  her  alfo  fome  Part 
of  the  Tribute  of  the  former  of  thofe  Counties,  and  of  Radnorshire  3  and  if 
there  be  any  thing  yet  left  in  Herefordfhire  or  Shropfhire,  the  Lugg  drains 
them  both.  Monmouthfhire,  and  the  adjacent  Parts  of  Wales,  fend  their 
Supplies  by  the  Ufke  3  and  a  great  Part  of  Somerfetfhire  communicates  both 
Goods  and  Manufa&ures  by  the  Ivel.  Not  fatisfied  with  all  this,  the  Briftol 
Traders  deal  largely  by  Land,  and  often  interfere  with  thofe  of  Hull  in  the 
North,  and  of  London  in  the  South.  As  to  foreign  Commerce  confldered  in 
the  grofs,  Briftol  is  next  to  London  5  but  if  the  Value  of  that  Commerce  be 
compared  with  the  Size  of  the  refpeCtive  Cities,  Briftol  has  the  Start  3  and, 
except  it  may  be  two  or  three  Branches,  to  the  Participation  of  w'hich  of  late 
fhe  begins  to  put  in  her  Claim,  in  point  of  Intercourfe  with  all  Parts  of  the 
World,  her  Correfpondence  is  as  extenflve  L 

Those,  that  is  the  Remainder  of  the  Rivers  running  into  the  German.' 
Ocean,  and  thefe  running  Weftward  into  the  Irifh  Sea,  are  what  we  offer  to 
compare  with  thefe  of  Spain.  Be  not  amazed,  courteous  Reader  !  or  fup- 
pofe  from  hence,  that  I  am  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  Galleons  and  Regi- 
fter  Ships  of  that  Kingdom  3  or  the  Fleets  that  Portugal  fends  to  the  Brazils. 
Gold  and  Silver  are  Commodities,  as  much  as  Lead,  Wool,  or  Coal,  and  not 
near  fo  neceflary  as  Corn.  It  is  not  our  Intention,  however,  to  confider,  or  to 
compare  our  Rivers  and  Ports  in  the  Point  of  Value  precifely,  but  in  general, 
in  regard  to  their  Utility,  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  their  Shipping,  the 
Seamen  they  employ,  the  Labour  they  excite  and  maintain,  the  Commodities 
and  Manufactures  they  export,  and  the  feveral  other  Methods  in  which  they 
cherifh  an  aCtive  Spirit,  and  reward,  and  thereby  promote,  Induftry.  If  any 
Doubt  fhould  arife,  I  am  willing  to  augment  this  Catalogue  with  the  Port  of 
Bridgewater,  which  is  likewife  on  the  Briftol  Channel,  Handing  at  the  Mouth 

8  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  fol.  24.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  68.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  524.  Speed’s  Britilh Empire,  fol.  115.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  6.  Endeibies’s 
Hiflory  of  Wales,  p.  215.  Atkins’s  Ancient  and  Prelent  State  of  Glouceiierfiiire,  p.  32,  33. 

b  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  64  ;  vol.  vii.  P.  it.  fol.  68  b,  69  a,  70  b,  71  a,  71  b.  Cam- 
deni  Britannia,  p.  173.  Speed’s  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  23. 
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of  the  Parret ;  as  alfo  Gloucefler ;  neither  of  them,  feparately  taken,  in  con-* 
fiderable,  though  neither  of  them  comparable  to  Briftol ;  but  Time,  aflifted' 
by  a  Spirit  of  Attention  and  Frugality  (which  railed  that  Emporium  to  luch. 
Greatnefs)  may  have  a  gradual  Effect  on  thefe  c,  lb  as  to  render  them  fome.- 
what  more  formidable  Rivals. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  enumerate  the  moll  remarkable  Rivers  that  fall 
into  the  Sea  on  the  Well  Side,  and  on  the  South  Front  of  the  Illand.  The 
Taw,  in  Devonflfire,  rifes  about  the  Middle  of  the  County,  and  running  a 
North- Weft  Courfe  of  upwards  of  twenty  Miles,  and  receiving  by  the  Way 
feveral  confiderable  Streams,  paffes  by  Barnftaple.  The  Towridge  rifes  within 
a  Mile  of  the  Taw,  runs  the  fame  Courfe,  turning  only  a  little  more  to  the 
Well,  and  fo  reaches  Biddeford  y  and  about  two  Miles  from  thence  joins  it3 
Waters  with  thofe  of  the  Taw,  and  together  form  what  is  called  Barnftaple 
Bay ;  fo  that  thefe  two  trading  Towns  have  but  one  Port  between  them  T 
They  were  formerly  inconfiderable  Places ;  at  prefent.  they  are  very  great  and 
thriving.  The  Manufactures  of  the  large  Towns  behind  them,  and  their 
eafy  Paffage  by  the  Rivers  before-mentioned  ;  the  Fifheries  on  the  Coafts,  and' 
their  Correfpondence  with  Ireland  j  have  raffed  them  to  great  Wealth  and 
Credit..  Perhaps  their  Emulation  alfo  has  been  no  Prejudice  to  either  3  on 
the  contrary,  if  we  confider  the  great  Improvements  made  to  hinder  the  one 
from  clearly  furpafling  the  other,  and  retaining  that  Superiority  for  any  Length 
©f  Time,  we  cannot  but  difeern  that  it  has  been  highly  beneficial  to  both  e. 

In  Cornwall,  the  River  Camel,  fo  called  in  the  ancient  Language  of  the 
Country  for  its  winding  Courfe,  in  Latin  Comblana,  from  whence  the  modern- 
Name  of  Alan,  rifes  in  the  North-Eaft  Part  of  the  County,  within  threa 
Miles  of  the  Sea  into  which  it  falls ;  and  running  in  a  manner  direCtly  South 
for  the  Space  of  twelve  Miles,  then  turns  North-Weft,  and,  after  a  Courfe  of 
fomewhat  more  than  twenty  Miles,  falls  into  the  Sea  two  Miles  below  Pad- 
flow,  which  it  furnifhes  with  a  very  indifferent  Haven,  becaufe  of  a  Bar  of 
Sand  at  the  Mouth  f  Falmouth,  which  is  faid  to  derive  its  Name  from  its 
ftanding  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Fale,  or  Fala,  has  indeed  one  of  the fineft 
Harbours  in  this  Illand,  partly  from  the  Situation  of  the  Coaft,  and  partly  from 
the  Influx  of  feveral  Rivers.  It  is  fo  capacious,  that  an  hundred  Ships  may 
ride  there  commodioufly,  without  feeing  each  other’s  Tops  5  fince  the  fixing 

c  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  164.  Sir  Robert  Atkins’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  Gloucefler- 
flare,  p.  77,  78. 

d  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fob  67,  68,  69.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  65,  Cam- 
«leni  Britannia,  p.  150.  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonlhire,  vol.  ii.  p.  302,  306,  364. 

e  Lekmd’a  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  67.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  15a.  See  a  very  ingenious 
Account  of  Biddeford  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xxv.  p.  445. 

f  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  74,  75;  vol.  iii.  fol.  1,  2.  Appendix  to  the  feventh  Volume 
of  Mr.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  p.  1 17,  1 18.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  64.  Carew’s  Sur¬ 
vey  of  Cornwall,  b.  ii.  fol.  143.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  140. 
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the  Lifbon  Packet  there,  it  is  much  improved,  and  is  become  a'  clean,  neat,  and 
wealthy  Places.  The  two  large  Towns,  Truro  and  Penryn,  partake  of  all 
the  Advantages  of  this  Haven,  the  Entrance  of  which  is  narrow,  and  fecured 
from  all  Danger  by  Pendennis  Caftle  on  the  Weft,  and  that  of  St.  Maws  on 
the  Eaft  Fowey,  ftands  at  the  Mouth  of  a  River  of  the  fame  Name, 
which  was  formerly  navigable  as  high  as  Leftwithiel ;  anciently  a  Port  of  great 
Fame ;  in  fucceeding  Times  much  abated ;  now  again  increafing  daily,  and 
recovering  its  ancient  Splendour.  Plymouth,  between  the  Plym  and  the 
Tamar,  the  latter  of  which  divides  almoft  from  its  Source  the  two  Counties  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall,  and  runs  a  direCt  Courfe  from  North  to  South,  upwards 
of  forty  Miles  b  Plymouth  pofleftes,  from  its  Situation,  almoft  all  the  Advan¬ 
tages  that  can  be  deftred.  It  has  two  capacious  and  commodious  Ports,  one 
to  the  Eaft,  the  other  to  the  Weft ;  is  a>  very  large  and  populous  Town,  has  a. 
great  domeftic  Trade,  and  carries  on-  much  foreign  Commerce,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  it  has  two  Docks,  one  wet,  the  other  dry,  with  every  thing  fuit-% 
able  to  a  Royal  Yard,  and  is  at  the  fame  time  amongft  the  few  good  Fortifk- 
cations  in  England  k.  The  Dart  rifes  in  the  Middle  of  Devonfhire,  and  run-* 
ning  almoft  diretftly  South,  receiving  many  conliderable.Streams  in  its  Pafllige, 
and  becoming  thereby  a  deep  and  ftrong  River,  after  a  Courfe  of  about  thirty1 
Miles,  falls  into  the  Sea  a  little  below  Dartmouth,  to  which  it  affords  a  noble, 
fafe,  and  convenient  Harbour,  the  Entrance  of  which  is  covered  by  a  Caftle, 
immediately  under  the  Guns  of  which  all  Veflels  are  obliged  to  pafs.  As 
there  are  many  large,  well  peopled,  thriving,  manufacturing  Towns,  and  a  good 
Country  behind  it,  Dartmouth  has  run  into  a  great  domeftic  Trade,  is  well 
built,  though  a  little  irregular  from  the  Nature  of  its  Situation,  is  very  popu¬ 
lous,  and  amongft  its  Inhabitants  there  are  many  wealthy  Merchants,  who  carry 
on  an  extenfive  Commerce  to  the  different  Parts  of  Europe,  and  diftribute 
their  Returns  with  great  Advantage  to  themfelves,  by  which  much  Shipping, 

and  many  Seamen,  are  employed  b 

♦  .  .  ,  .  .  »  * 

The  Ifk  of  the  Britons,  the  Ifca  of  the  Romans,  and  the  Ex,  or  Exe,  of 
the  Saxons,  and  of  the  Moderns,  rifes  in  Exmoor,  in  Somerfetfhire,  within 

t>  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  io,  12.  Appendix  to  the  feventh  Volume  of  Mr.  Lfeland’s* 
Itinerary,  p.  121.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Di&ionary,  p.  120.  Carew’s  Sur¬ 
vey  of  Cornwall,  b.  ii.  fol.  149.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  137.  Speed’s  Briti-fh  Empire,  foi.  21. 

h  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  10,  ir.  Appendix  to  the  feventh  Volume  of  Mr.  Leland’s 
Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  1 2 1 .  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  b.  ii.  fol.  14 1,  1 50.  Camdeni  Britannia, 
p.  138.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  62,  63, 

i  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii..  fol.  17,  20,  21,  23.  Appendix  to  the  feventh  Volume  of  Mr. 
Leland’s  Itinerary,  p.  122.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  61,  62.  Camdeni  Britannia,. 
P-  *38. 

k  Leland’s  Itinerary, .vol.  iii.  fol.  22-.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  144.  Brome’s  Travels  over 
England,  Scotland,  and' Wales,  p.  252. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  28.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  60.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  145.  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonlhire,  voh.ii.  p.  196,  216,  217. 
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three  Mites  of  the  Severn  Sea ;  and  purfuing  its  Courfe  into  Devonshire,  pafies 
by  Tiverton,  a  Place  of  great  Trade,  receives  in  its  Progrefs  feven  conliderable 
Streams,  and  amongft  thefe  the  Creden  from  Crediton,  vulgarly  Kirton,  and 
the  Coiumb  from  Columbton  and  Bradnich,  reaches  the  large  and  opulent 
City  of  Exeter,  which,  if  they  miftake  not  who  informed  us,  has  fometimes 
returned,  from  its  Manufactures  fold  in  its  Markets  and  Fairs,  upwards  of  a 
Million  in  a  Year  j  and  at  length  this  fair  River  falls  into  the  Sea,  nine  or  ten 
Miles  below  Exeter,  at  a  Place  which  is  thence  ftiled  Exe-mouth.  In  ancient 
Times  the  City  was  itfelf  blelfed  with  a  convenient  Port,  but  now  Ships  of 
Burthen  come  no  higher  than  Topfham,  which  is  three  Miles  below  Exeter  m. 
However,  the  Channel  of  the  River  is  at  prefent  fo  well  cleanfed,  that  very  large 
Barges  go  quite  up  to  the  City,  which  being  a  Bifiiop’s  See,  and  the  County 
Town,  is,  in  all  refpedts,  one  of  the  moil  conliderable  in  the  Kingdom ;  and 
yet  fome  of  the  Ports  in  this  County,  and  which  we  have  already  mentioned, 
are  very  near  as  populous.  We  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  InRance,  becaufe 
it  is  a  Cafe  in  Point,  the  City  deriving  its  Name,  its  Credit,  and  its  Wealth, 
from  the  River,  on  the  EaR  Side  of  which  it  Rands 

Bridport,  in  Dorfetlhire,  was  formerly  a  Place  of  Confequence  ;  and  the 
Cordage  of  the  Royal  Navy  was,  by  a  Series  of  ACts  of  Parliament,  confined 
to  be  made  here,  or  within  five  Miles  round  °.  But  the  Place  being  difpeo- 
pled  by  an  epidemic  Difeafe,  and  that  Privilege  fuffered  to  expire,  the  Haven 
made  by  the  falling  of  the  Bur,  and  another  Rivulet,  into  the  Sea,  was  choaked 
with  Sand ;  till,  in  1722,  an  ACt  was  obtained  for  reRoring  the  Port 5  which  has 
been  in  a  good  meafure  done,  but  is  Rill  no  more  than  a  Creek  to  Lyme ;  fo 
much  more  difficult  it  is  to  recover  than  to  preferve  p.  Wareham  has  been 
more  unfortunate  j  for  Randing  at  the  Influx  of  two  conliderable  Rivers,  the 
Froom  and  Piddle,  into  a  great  Bay  of  the  Sea,  by  the  Retreat  of  its  Waters, 
it  has  loR  its  Port  q.  Between  thefe,  on  the  CoaR,  rifes  the  little  River  Wey, 
from  a  conliderable  Eminence  called  Uphill  j  whence,  after  a  ffiort  Courfe  of 
about  four  Miles,  it  falls  into  the  Sea  between  Weymouth  and  Melcomb 
Regis,  now  united  by  a  Bridge  over  it  r.  They  were  formerly,  as  ancient 
Records,  and  many  Adts  of  Parliament  lhew,  Places  of  fome  Confideration, 

™  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  31,  34,  35.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  59.  Cam- 
deni  Britannia,  p.  147.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  19. 

n  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i.  p.  9.  Remarkable  Antiquities  of  the  City  of  Exeter, 
by  Richard  and  Samuel  Izacke,  Efqs. 

0  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  44.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  154.  A  Survey  of  Dorfetlhire, 
containing  the  Antiquities  and  Natural  Hiflory  of  that  County,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Coker,  p.  21, 
22,  23. 

p  Stat.  viii.  Geo.  i.  chap.  xi.  §.  1. 

**  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  43.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  156.  Aldiiicns  to  Camden. 
Coker’s  Survey  of  the  County  of  Dorfet,  p.  55,  56,  57. 

r  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  48.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  58.  Coker’s  Sur¬ 
vey  of  the  County  of  Dorfet,  p.  33,  34. 
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and  much  expofed  to  the  Infults  and  Depredations  of  the  French,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  all  the  Privileges  of  Melcomb  were,  by  a  Statute  made  in 
the  Reign  of  Henry  VI.  transferred  to  the  Town  of  Pool,  which  thence,  from 
a  few  Fifhers  Huts,  commenced  a  Port  s.  But,  by  a  fubfequent  A£t  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  confirmed  by  another  in  the  Beginning  of  her 
Succeffor’s  Reign,  it  was  united  to  W eymouth ;  and  they  are  at  prefent  one 
Corporation,  returning,  however,  four  Members  to  Parliament,  as  being  com- 
pofed  of  two  Boroughs  L  Thefe  two  Towns  contain  between  Five  and  Six 
hundred  Houfes,  and  about  Five  thoufand  Inhabitants,  amongft  whom  are 
feveral  wealthy  Merchants,  who  have  a  confiderable  Share  in  the  Newfound¬ 
land  Fifhery,  and  Trade  to  the  Plantations,  particularly  Virginia ;  fo  that  it  is 
a  neat  thriving  Place,  with  a  good  Number  of  Ships  belonging  to  it  u  ;  and  a 
mod  remarkable  Indance,  that  even  the  fmalled  Rivers  may  be  made  of  Con- 
fequence,  with  proper  Care  and  Attention. 

At  the  Influx  of  the  Alaun,  commonly  called  the  Avon,  and  the  Stour* 
almod  at  the  Entrance  of  Hampfhire,  dands  Chrid  Church,  a  populous  Mar¬ 
ket  Town,  and  eminent  for  a  Manufacture  of  Gloves  and  Silk  Stockings ;  but 
very  inconfiderable  as  a  Port,  though  fo  well  fltuated  w.  Lymington,  cele¬ 
brated  for  its  Salt  Works,  dands  alio  at  the  Influx  of  a  River,  and  is  a  Port  of 
much  greater  Confequence  ;  though  both,  in  the  CuflomHoufe  Accounts,  but 
Creeks  to  Southampton  x.  The  Tife,  or  Anton,  riles  in  the  North  of  Hamp¬ 
fhire,  near  Church  Okeley,  and  running  fird  Wed,  then  South,  near  thirty 
Miles,  falls  into,  what  is  ufually  diled  by  Seamen,  Southampton  Water,  on 
the  Wed;  as  the  River  Aire,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  Itching,  having 
run  twenty,  and  watered  Wincheder,  does  on  the  Ead  of  Southampton  >v 
This  is  an  ancient  and  beautiful,  was  heretofore  opulent  and  populous,  but  now 
a  declining  Town ;  which,  conlidering  its  admirable  Situation,  Ships  of  great 
Burthen  coming  up  to  the  Key,  and  fuch  as  are  built  in  the  Place  being 
launched  indifferently  into  either  River,  is  amazing.  It  retains  dill  the  fame 
inajedic  Appearance  which  it  made  in  better  Times,  and  fome  Trade  in 
Wines  to  Guernfey  and  Jerfey.  Belides  the  malignant  Source  of  its  Misfor¬ 
tunes,  which  we  are  told,  by  an  intelligent  Author,  was  the  Pique  of  Robert 
Dudley,  Earl  of  Leiceder,  in  high  Credit  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  there  have 

8  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  48,  49,  97.  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,.  tol.  ii.  p.  452,. 
453.  Coker’s  Survey  of  the  County  of  Dorfet,  p.  35,  85. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  155.  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  ii.  p.436.  Coker’s  Sur~ 
\*ey  of  the  County  of  Dorfet,  p.  34. 

u  Additions  to  Camden.  Coker’s  Survey  of  the  County  of  Dorfet,  p.  35,  3d. 

w  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  79.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p,  £7.  Canc’enp 
Britannia,  p.  187,  188.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  264. 

*  Magna  Britan,  et  Hibern.  vol.  ii.  p.  849.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commeiciaiis,  p.  12. 

7  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  188,  189.  Speed’s  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  13.  Brady  of  Eoroughs* 
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been  other  concurrent  Caufes  of  much  later  Date,  which  have  at  leaf!;  hindered 
it  from  reviving,  as  might  have  been  expeded.  The  Decay  of  Timber  in 
New  Foreft,  the  Decline  of  our  Commerce  with  France,  the  rapid  Growth  of 
Portfmouth,  and  the  Removal  to  Pool,  and  other  Places,  of  fome  Merchants 
concerned  in  the  Newfoundland  Trade,  are  amongft  the  mod:  obvious  of 
thefe  Caufes.  But  as  it  hill  retains  all  its  former  Conveniences,  and,  in  fpite 
of  thefe  Accidents,  a  competent  Share  of  Commerce,  Pofterity,  in  confe- 
,  quence  of  other,  and,  in  refped  to  it,  more  fortunate  Changes,  may  fee  it  in 
as  good  a  State  as  our  Anceftors  faw  it  heretofore  z. 

The  Lavant,  a  pretty  pleafant  Stream,  almoft  inverts  the  neat  City  of  Cifta’s- 
cefter,  how  Chichefter,  in  Suftex,  anciently  the  Capital  of  the  South  Saxon 
Kingdom,  and  falling  into  the  Sea  at  Dell  Kay,  about  four  Miles  below  it, 
affords,  though  not  without  the  Afiiftance  of  Art,  a  tolerable  Port,  from  which 
fome  foreign  Commerce,  and  a  large  domertic  Trade,  is  carried  on  a  by  Mer¬ 
chants  redding  there  5  to  which  we  may  add,  with  Truth,  that  both  are  daily 
increafing.  The  Arun  rifes  in  the  Wert  Part  of  Suftex,  on  the  Condnes  of 
Hampfhire,  runs  diredly  Eaft  to  Pulboro,  from  whence  it  is  now  rendered 
navigable ;  and  there  turning  diredly  South,  falls  into  the  Sea  a  little  below 
Arundel,  which  has  a  tolerable  Port  for  fmall  Vertfels  $  and  as  there  is  Abun¬ 
dance  of  good  Timber  in  this  County,  many  Ships  are  built  here,  and  at 
Shoreham,  which  rtands  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Adur,  and,  though  the  River 
(except  in  bringing  down  Timber)  contributes  little,  is  as  good  a  Harbour  as 
Shoreham  L  The  Oufe,  which,  after  a  C'ourfe  of  between  twenty  and  thirty 
Miles,  falls  into  the  Sea  about  eight  Miles  below  Lewes,  makes  a  little  conve¬ 
nient  Port  at  Newhaven,  which,  in  virtue  of  an  Ad  of  Parliament  parted  in 
1731,  is  fo  repaired  and  revived,  as  to  become  very  thriving  both  in  Com¬ 
merce,  and  in  Ship-building  c.  The  River  Rother  rifes  in  the  Northern  Part 
of  Suflex;  and  running  firft  Eart,  till,  by  dividing  its  Stream,  it  encompaffes  the 
Ifle  of  Oxney,  then  turning  South,  it  falls  into  a  Bay  of  the  Sea  near  Rye, 
once  a  noble  Harbour,  and  ftill  a  Member  of  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports  5  yet,  by 
gaining  Land,  through  the  Covetoufnefs  of  its  former  Inhabitants,  on  the  Sea, 
and  on  the  River,  in  imminent  Danger  of  being  utterly  fpoiled.  But,  by 
repeated  Ads  of  Parliament  in  its  Favour,  is  now,  at  leaft  in  fome  meafure, 
recovered ;  and,  as  great  Encouragement  is  ftill  given,  we  may  hope,  will  in 

*  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  74,  7$,  76,  77.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  13,  Lam- 
bard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  139,  140.  Additions  to  the  laft  Edition  of 
•Camden’s  Britannia,  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  12. 

a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  220.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  72. 
JBrome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  272. 

b  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  54.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  220,  223.  Lambard’S 
‘Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  9,  346. 
f  Stat.  iv.  Geo.  II.  chap.  xvii.  §..  j. 
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Time  be  perfectly  reRored  d.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  note  here,  that,  fo 
long  ago  as  1570,  the  immediate  Detriment,  and  the  future  Ruin,  of  this 
Port,  was,  under  Colour  of  private  Advantage,  concerted  and  carried  into 
Execution,  by  the  ill-judged  gaining,  or,  as  the  old  technical  Phrafe  is,  Inning, 
of  Two  thoufand  Acres  of  Marlh  out  of  the  Sea;  which  Anti-improvement 
has  fince  coR  the  Public,  in  many  more  Shapes  than  is  commonly  conceived, 
fo  very  dear  e. 

The  next  River  I  fhall  mention  is  the  Stour,  in  Kent,  which,  in  the  Reign 
•of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  made  navigable  as  high  as  Canterbury.  In  ancient 
Times  there  appear  to  have  been  two  Rivers  of  this  Name,  which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  fallen  into  the  Wantfume,  at  a  Place  called  the  Stourmouth  ft 
There  are  two  Rivers  Rill,  one  called  the  Greater,  the  other  the  Leffer  Stour, 
and  both,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  were  formerly  navigable,  but  never  as  a  joint 
Stream,  the  former  falling  into  the  Wantfume,  at  Stourmouth,  and  the  latter 
at  tome  DiRance  from  it  g.  In  reality,  there  have  been  great  and  manifeft 
■Changes  in  the  Face  of  the  Country,  and  the  Courfe  of  the  Rivers,  in  this 
Part  of  Kent ;  of  which  we  have  a  mod;  curious,  elegant,  and  inRrudtive 
Chart,  by  a  late  learned  Phylician,  from  which  we  are  enabled  to  difcern  plainly 
how  Things  Rand  at  prefent,  and  to  form  a  probable  Conjecture  how  they 
might  have  Rood  in  Times  paR  h ;  when,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  con¬ 
current  Lights  of  all  HiRories,  they  muR  have  been  in  a  very  different  Situa¬ 
tion  i ;  which,  though  we  have  not  Room  particularly  to  difcufs,  yet  the 
Nature  of  our  Subject  obliges  us  to  mention  and  how  dangerous  foever 
that  may  be,  after  fo  many  great  Men  have  claRied  in  their  Opinions  k,  to 
exprefs  ours  alfo.  But,  as  neither  of  thefe  Rivers  ever  admitted  Veflels  of 
any  Size,  or  communicated  with  the  Sea,  otherwife  than  by  that  Arm  of  it, 
which,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  was  called  the  W antfufne  f  what  we 
have  to  offer  upon  this  Head,  belongs  properly  to  the  next  Chapter. 


d  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  53.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Diction¬ 
ary,  p.  193,  194.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  227.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  b.  i.  P.  iii.  p.  361. 
Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  1 1 . 

e  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  312. 

f  Appendix  to  vol.  vii.  of  Leland’s  Itinerary,  fol.  144.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent, 
p.  259,  264.  Somner’s  Antiquities  of  Canterbury,  chap.  v.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  239.  - 

E  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  18.  See  Holland’s  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Har¬ 
ris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  361. 

i»  ANKOrPA4>l  A,  five  Convallium  Defcriptio.  In  which  are  briefly,  but  fully,  expounded,  the 
Origin,  Courfe  and  Infertion;  Extent,  Elevation,  and  Congruity,  of  all  the  Vallies  and  Hills, 
Brooks  and  Rivers  (as  an  Explanation  of  a  new  Philofophico-Chorographical  Chart),  of  Eaft 
Kent.  Occaflonally  are  interfperfed  fome  tranfient  Remarks  that  relate  to  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 
the*  Country,  and  to  the  military  Marks  and  Signs  of  Csefar’s  Rout  through  it,  to  his  decifive  Bat¬ 
tle  in  Kent,  by  Chriftopher  Packe,  M.  D.  Canterbury,  1743,  40. 

i  Csefar  de  bello  Gall.  lib.  v.  Tacit,  in  vita  Agricoke.  Juvenal.  Sat.  iv.  Ammian.  MarcellLn. 
lib.  xx.  cap.  1  ;  lib.  xxvii.  cap.  8.  V.  Fortunatus  in  vita  Sti.  Martini. 

*  Such  as  Leland,  Camden,  Lambard,  Somner,  Battely,  &c. 

1  Bedae  Ecclefiafticte  Hiftoriae  Gentis  Anglorum,  lib.  i.  cap.  26.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and 
Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  398.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  361. 

Vol.  I.  X  Tiie 


i5+  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

The  laft  River  of  which  in  this  Survey,  and  in  purfuance  of  our  Principle,  we 
fhall  take  notice,  is  the  Medway,  which  runs  through  the  Heart  of  Kent,  and  is 
erne  of  the  faireft  and  fineft  Streams  in  this  Ifland  m,  agreeable  to  the  learned 
Antiquary’s  Britifh  Etymology  n.  Mad  iiog  iiifc,  that  is,  a  beautiful  Body  of 
Water.  It  is  generally  faid  to  have  four  Heads ;  the  firft  at  Crowherft  in 
Surry ;  the  fecond  from  two  Springs,  one  at  Fant,  the  other  at  Steward’s  Mead, 
in  Suffex ;  the  third  at  Goldwell,  in  great  Chart ;  the  fourth  at  Biggenheath, 
in  Leneham,  both  in  Kent  p.  This  laft  joins  the  Body  of  the  River  in  Maid- 
Rone,  a  very  ancient  Town  deriving  its  Name,  its  Beauty,  and  its  Wealth, 
from  this  River  p.  There  is  not  perhaps  in  this  Ifland,  a  Place  that  more 
effectually  (hews  the  permanent  Advantages  that  arife  from  a  favourable  Situa¬ 
tion,  than  this  does.  It  was  chofen  by  the  Britons  q,  improved  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  r,  made  a  great  Figure  in  the  Time  of  the  Saxons  *,  and  is  a  populous 
well-built  flourifhing  Town  at  this  Day  t.  The  Tide  flows  up  hither,  and  the 
River  is  navigable  for  Barges,  and  other  Veffels,  of  the  Burthen  of  upwards 
of  fifty  Tons.  It  is  not  only  a  Corporation,  and  a  Borough,  returning  two 
Members  to  Parliament,  but  likewife  the  County  Town,  where  the  Knights 
for  the  Shire  are  eledted,  and  the  Aflizes  ufually  held  «.  There  is  alfo  a  very 
confiderable  Manufacture  of  Thread  fettled  by  the  Wallons ;  and  upon  the  Ri¬ 
ver,  and  the  Streams  that  fall  into  it,  there  are  at  prefent  many  Mills,  employed 
in  feveral  Manufactures ;  as  indeed,  in  different  Times,  there  have  been  of 
almoR  all  the  various  Kinds  that  perhaps  ever  were  ufed  in  this  Country  w. 
At  the  Diftance  of  eight  Miles,  upon  the  fame  River,  ftands  the  City  of 
Rochefter,  indifputably  a  Roman  Station  x,  and  which,  though  it  has  fuffered 

m  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  233,  234,  235.  Spencer’s  Fairy  Queen,  book  iv.  cant.  xi.  Dray* 
ton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  18. 

n  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  162. 

0  Lambard's  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  219,  220.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  360. 

P  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  ii.  fol.  126.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  234.  Lambard’s  Topo* 
graphical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  220. 

q  Ninnii  Hiltoria  Britonum.  He  calls  it  in  his  Catalogue  of  Cities,  in  the  printed  Copies,  Caer 
Meguid.  Camden  reads  it  in  his  MS.  Caer  Megwad,  corruptly  (as  he  fuppofes)  for  Medwag.. 
Baxter  aflerts  it  fhould  be  read  Caer  Medhiiag.  But  that  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Britons,  appears 
from  the  digging  up  fome  of  their  little  Boats  or  Canoes,  in  the  Marlhes  near  it,  in  1720.  See. 
DoCtor  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  114. 

1  Camden,  Baxter,  and  molt  of  our  Antiquaries  agree,  that  this  is  the  Vagniacae  of  the  Itine¬ 
rary,  and  that  Durobrovas,  is  Rochefter.  Mr.  N.  Salmon  is  for  making  them  change  Places,  but 
allows  them  to  have  been  both  Roman  Stations. 

s  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  133,  149,  hasMedwaege,  fome  later  Writers,  Medeweageftun,  i.  e.. 
Medway’s  Town. 

1  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  190 — 193.  Additions  to  the  laft  Edition  of  Camden’s  Britan¬ 
nia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commereialis,  p.  20. 

u  See  the  Article  Maidftone  in  Collier’s  great  Hiftorical  Dictionary.  The  Hiftory  and  Anti* 
quities  of  Maidftone,  by  William  Newton,  London,  1741,  8°. 

w  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commereialis,  p.  20.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  1 14.  Addi¬ 
tions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

*  Lelandi  Commentarii  in  Cygneam  Cantionem,  p.  53.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  235.  Baxteri 
Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  112. 

exceedingly 
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exceedingly  from  a  Variety  of  Enemies  and  Accidents,  is  in  our  Times,  though 
a  fmall,  a  thriving  City,  with  a  Port,  having  an  increafing  Trade,  and  in  its 
Neighbourhood  from  Chatham  to  Gillingham,  the  larged:  Ships  of  the  Royal 
Navy  are  ufually  laid  up  y  ;  which  is  alone  a  fufficient  Commendation  of  the 
River  Medway,  that  falls  into  the  Sea,  or  rather  into  the  Mouth  of  the  Thames, 
about  ten  Miles  lower,  after  a  Courfe  of  about  forty  Miles ;  and  is  perhaps, 
that  Circumdance  confidered,  one  of  the  deeped:  and  faired:  Rivers  in  Eu¬ 
rope  z.  This  is  a  very  fuccintd,  but  at  the  fame  time  a  very  particular  Account 
of  the  mod:  remarkable  Rivers  in  this  Part  of  the  Ifland,  in  fupport  of  the 
general  Affertions  advanced  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Chapter. 

Thus  then  we  have  unfolded  one  of  the  principal  Caufes  of  the  Grandeur 
and  Happinefs  of  South  Britain,  which  unquedionably  confid  in  this  large 
Number  of  her  navigable  Rivers,  the  Extent  and  Difpodtion  of  the  Country 
confidered,  from  whence  fo  many  commodious  Situations  for  pleafant  and  popu¬ 
lous  Towns  were  ever  afforded,  and  more  or  lefs  occupied,  as  Hidory  informs 
cis,  even  from  the  earlied  Times  a.  Such  Edablifhments  fupply  the  greated 
and  mod:  effectual  Encouragements  to  Agriculture,  in  the  mod:  extenfive  Senfe 
of  that  very  comprehendve  Term.  Neceffity  will  oblige  Men  to  cultivate, 
where-ever  they  are  placed  j  and  the  pleafing  Profped:  of  living  at  Eafe,  may 
carry  this  a  little  farther ;  but  the  Mifchief  is,  that  Men  cannot  any-where,  or 
by  any  Means,  fecure  to  themfelves  Plenty,  without  accumulating  Superdui- 
ties  ;  for  which  they  would  never  be  tempted  to  labour,  if  they  had  not  a  Pro- 
fpe&  of  obtaining  other  Things  for  thefe,  which  they  look  upon  either  as 
Necedaries,  or  as  Things  dedrable  at  lead: ;  and  thele,  whatever  they  are. 
Commodities,  Curiodties,  or  Conveniencies,  can  be  only  reafonably  expe&ed, 
from  an  Accefs  with  thofe  Superduities,  to  quick  and  certain  Markets ; 
the  fird  and  mod  immediate  Advantage  derived  from  navigable  Rivers  b. 
Hence  the  Country  is  fo  much  better  improved,  and  Lands  bear  the  higher 
Price,  .from  their  lying  near  them  c.  A  Circumdance  this  of  very  obvious 
Benefit,  but  at  the  fame  time  produ&ive  of  many  more  Benefits ;  dnce,  after 
all,  the  thorough  Cultivation  of  a  Country,  and  the  turning  every  Spot  of  it 
fome  way  or  other  to  the  Ufe  of  Man,  is  the  infallible  Charaderidic  of  a 
thriving  Country,  the  ultimate  Objetd  of  all  rational  and  genuine  Policy,  and 
the  true  Source  of  real  and  lading  Happinefs  to  the  People  who  poffefs  it  d. 

y  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  HiAorical  Dictionary,  p.  287.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Bri¬ 
tannia.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  P.  i.  p.  35. 

*  Harris’s  HiAory  of  Kent  p.  360.  Atlas  Maritimus  ct  Commercialis,  p.  20.  Stukeley’s  Itine- 
rarium  Curiofum,  p.  1 1 3,  1 14. 

»  It  is  to  make  the  Reader  fenfible  of  this,  that  we  have  inferred  the  ancient  Appellations,  and 
not  an  Affe&ation  of  tranfcribing  Britifh,  Saxon,  and  Roman  Names. 

b  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.443,  444.  Childrey’s  Britannica  Baconica,  p.  117,  118.  Salmon’s 
New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  235 — 285. 

c  Yarranton’s  England’s  Improvement,  p.  179 — 193.  Houghton’s  HuAjandry  and  Trade 
improved*  vol.  ii.  p.  284,  285. 

a  See  the  very  ingenious  Mr.  Wallace’s  learned  DifTertation  upon  the  Numbers  of  Mankind. 
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This  will  appear  more  fully,  and  in  a  dill  clearer  and  more  convincing 
Light,  if  we  confider  the  great  Difficulty,  or  rather  Impoffibility,  of 'attempt¬ 
ing  many  kinds  of  Improvements,  at  a  Didance  from  navigable  Rivers  ;  at 
leaf!  till  turning  both  thofe  Rivers,  and  the  Countries  near  them,  to  their  proper 
Ufes,  remove  thofe  natural  Impediments,  and  fo  render  fuch  Improvements 
practicable ;  from  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  here,  and  in  other  Countries, 
immenfe  TraCts  of  Wood-Land,  have  in  Procefs  of  Time,  degenerated  into 
Moors  and  Moraffes ;  and  where  Foreds  once  flood,  which  might  have  been 
of  the  highed  Utility,  we  find  nothing  but  unprofitable  Modes  e.  Mountains 
pregnant  with,  the  riched  mineral  Treafures,  if  there  are  no  Rivers  near  them, 
remain  unwrought  and  unconfidered;  and  what,  in  other  Places  more  happily 
fituated,  afford  Employment,  Subfiftence,  Wealth,  to  Multitudes  of  indu- 
drious  Perfons,  red:  undidurbed  in  thefe  remote  Receptacles,  and  become  abfo- 
lutely  ufelefs,  and  of  no  Value  f.  A  pregnant  Indance  of  this  may  be  derived 
from  the  Collieries  in  the  Northern  Counties,  and  in  Wales.  The  Ports  of 
Newcadle  and  Sunderland,  on  the  Ead  Side  of  this  Idand,  together  with 
thofe  of  Whitehaven  and  Swanzey  on  the  Wed,  fupply  not  only  this,  but 
foreign  Countries,  with  a  Commodity  of  the  mod  general  Ufe,  and  confe- 
quently  of  the  quicked  Sale,  and  greated  Value  g.  Not  that  they  are  want¬ 
ing  in  other  Places,  but  becaufe  the  Means  of  tranfporting  them  is  wanting ; 
and  of  what  prodigious  Confequence  thefe  black  Indies,  as  fome  have 
humouroufly  called  them,  really  are,  let  the  Number  of  People  concerned  in 
digging  and  raidng  them  ;  the  expendve  Engines ;  the  much  more  expendve 
Roads,  for  bringing  them  fooned  to  the  Water  Side  y  the  Multitude  of  Ships 
employed  in  tranfporting ;  the  Number  of  Seamen  who  navigate  thefe;  the 
vad  Revenue  aridng  to  the  Public ;  and  the  immenfe  Edates  which  have 
accrued  from  them  to  private  Perfons ;  when  duly  and  deliberately  conddered, 
mod  incontedibly  declare  L 

It  is  chiefly  in  the  great  Towns,  feated  on  navigable  Rivers,  that  manual 
Arts  and  Manufactures  are  mod  effectually  managed ;  by  which  a  comfort¬ 
able  Subfiftence  is  fupplied  in  fo  vad  a  Variety  of  Ways  to  the  Multitudes 
who  fpend  their  Time,  and  bedow  their  Labour,  in  carrying  them  on  U  In: 

e  All  this  will  appear  plain  and  inconteftible,  upon  confulting  what  Doctor  Plott  has  faid  in  his 
Natural  Hiftory  of  Staffordfhire ;  the  Earl  of  Cromarty’s  Letters  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
tions  of  the  Royal  Society  ;  and  Archbifhop  King’s  Papers,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Irifh  Edition  of 
Boat’s  Natural  Hiftory.  of  that  Illand';  by  which  the  Proofs  extend  to  all  the  three  Kingdoms. 

f  Heton’s  Difcourfe  on  Mines  in  England...  Seleft  Eflays  on  Commerce,  Agriculture,  Mines,, 
and  Fifheries,  p.  107.  Robinfon’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Weftmoreland  and  Cumberland. 

g  See  the  Additions  to  Camden,  in  the  Counties  of  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  and  Dur¬ 
ham. 

h  The  Hiflory  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  by  Henry  Bourn,  M'.  A.  chap.  xiii.  Salmon’s  New 
Survey  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  184.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  5. 

1  Avona,  or  a  tranfient  View  of  making  Rivers  in  this  Kingdom  navigable,  occafioned  by 
ebferving  the  Situation  of  the  City  of  Salilbury  upon  the  Avon,  by  R.  S.  1675,  8°. 

truth. 
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truth,  it  is  the  Conveniency  arifing  from  the  Cheapnefs  of  Water-Carriage, 
that  may  be  faid  to  invite,  to  maintain,  to  augment,  to  propagate,  and  to  mul¬ 
tiply,  thefe  admirable  and  ufeful  Inventions,  which  do  fo  much  Honour  to  the 
human  Underftanding;  and  contribute  fo  evidently  to  the  Felicity  of  the  human 
Race,  as  to  become  the  elTential  Marks  in  diftinguifhing  more  or  lefs  civilized 
Nations  L  To  render  this  more  obvious,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention,  as 
the  firft  Indance  occurring  to  my  Mind,  the  Salt  Pans  at  Newcastle,  Lyming- 
ton,  and  Swanzey,  which,  enable  thofe  Places  to  distribute  fuch  immenfe  Quan¬ 
tities  of  a  valuable  Manufacture  in  continual  Demand,  becaufe  they  have  great 
Plenty  of  Fewel,  and  can  fend  it  cheap  eft  to  the  moft  diftant  Markets  h  It  is 
from  thefe  Improvements  of  natural  Bleflings,  by  the  Skill,  the  Labour,  and 
the  indefatigable  Induftry,  of  Man,  that  a  long  Series  of  valuable,  though 
temporary  Advantages,  arile  to  Individuals,  and  a  Succeftion  of  never-ending 
Benefits  to  the  Nation  of  which  they  are  compofed  m  ;  as,  by  purlui ng  thefe 
rude  Hints,  will  abundantly  appear  to  every  judicious  Reader’s  ferious  Reflec¬ 
tion  ;  and  lu rely  his  Thoughts  cannot  be  employed  on  a  more  profitable,  or 
pleading  Subject. 

In  order  to  facilitate  thefe  Meditations,  let  us  impartially  confider  the  pre- 
fent  Condition  of  South  Britain,  how  near  She  approaches  in  moft  Things, 
and  in  fome  excels,  Countries  that,  from  the  Nature  of  their  Productions,  are 
fuppofed  to  have  richer  Soils,  and  a  warmer  Climate ;  it  will  appear  that  thefe 
Advantages  flow  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  Number  of  thefe  large  and 
navigable  Rivers,  which  enable  the  Inhabitants  not  only  to  cultivate  to  a  great 
Extent,  but  to  improve  alfo  in  a  very  high  Degree,  the  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Country  in  which  they  dwell  It  is  by  no  means  my  Intention  to  magnify 
this  Ifland,  by  depreciating  other  Countries'  >  and  it  is  for  this  Reafon  that  ! 
avoid  naming  any ;  but  what  I  aim.  at,  is  fo  to  explain  the  true  Caufe  of  our 
Improvements,  as  that  it  may  prevent  all  Pofiibility  of  Miftake,  and  thereby 
fix  the  Attention  of  my  Countrymen  to  Methods  that  never  will  deceive 
them  Look  into  the  Defcription  of  any  of  thofe  Countries  which  are 
allowed  to  be  lefs  populous,  lefs  thriving,  and  have  lefs  Commerce,  than  South 
Britain,  and  you  will  find  that  even  in  thefe,  the  Soil  is  at  leaft  tolerably  culti¬ 
vated,  and  confequently  well  inhabited  on  the  Sides  of  great  Rivers ;  which 
ftiews  their  Importance  every-where,  and.  the  great  Indulgence  of  Providence 
in  the  copious  Diftribution  of  them  in  this  Country,  which  fo  much  alleviates 

k  Fratris  Rogeri  Bacon  Opus  Majus  Lond.  1733,  fol.  See  alfo  the  New  Atlantis  of  Lord  Bacon, 
and  Doctor  Plott’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Oxfordfhire,  chap.  ix. 

:See  the  Additions  to  the  lafb  Edition  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Doctor  Brownrigls  Art  of 
making  common  Salt,  p.  49,  50.  Atlas  Markimus  et  Commercials,  p.  5,  6,  12. 

m  Bacon’s  Works  abridged  by  Dokor  Shaw,  vol.  ii.  p.  193.  D.  de  Sully,  CEconomies  Roy- 
ales  et  Servitudes  Loyales,  Rouen,  1642,  120.  tom.  vii.  p.  273,  274.  Gronden  en  Maximen  van* 
de  Republieck  van  Holland,  i.  deel,  cap.  9. 

n  The  Glory  of  England,  by  Thomas  Gainsford,  London,  1618,  40. 

0  See  Lord  Bacon’s  Prudent  Statesman  in  Shaw’s  Abridgement  of  his  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 39* 

the: 
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the  Toil  of  our  Peafants,  and  puts  it  in  their  Power,  with  fo  much  lefs  Labour, 
to  accomplifh  all  that  they  can  reafonably  defire  p. 

1  *■  r/r  * — •  '  r  *  i  *  ,  .  c * *  •  1  _ .  ....  *-  *  •  1 1  j  ^ 

But  methinks  I  hear  it  objected,  that  I  not  only  pufti  this  Matter  too  far, 
but  even  contradict  myfelf,  by  giving  at  prefent  the  Palm  to  South  Britain, 
after  having  already  bellowed  it  upon  the  Dutch,  in  this  very  Particular,  or  at 
lead;  confeSed,  that,  in  point  of  inland  Navigation,  they  were  fecond  to  none 
but  the  Chinefe  q.  Whatever  I  faid  in  refped:  to  either  of  thefe  Nations,  was 
certainly  advanced  upon  juft  Grounds,  and  at  the  fame  time  intended  to 
awaken  our  Attention  ;  and  with  the  fame  View  I  ftate  this  Objection.  But 
allowing  it  to  be  well  founded,  as  to  the  Benefits  which  are  derived  from  it  by 
the  Dutch,  the  Extent  of  their  Country  being  compared  with  ours,  yet  it  no 
way  contradicts  what  in  this  Chapter  I  have  advanced ;  for,  in  the  firft  place, 
though  the  inland  Navigation,  which  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  Provinces 
carry  on,  is  in  itfelf  very  great,  and  the  Profits  arifing  from  it  prodigious,  yet 
few  of  thofe  Rivers  lie  in  their  own  Country ;  and  confequently  this,  with 
refpeCt  to  them,  is  in  reality  a  foreign  Commerce  u  In  the  next  place,  give 
me  Leave  to  fay,  that  in  thefe  Provinces,  and  even  in  China  itfelf,  a  great  Part 
of  their  Water-Carriage  is  managed  by  the  Help  of  artificial  Canals  s;  fo 
that,  all  Circumftances  confidered,  the  Advantages  they  derive  from  thence 
very  ftrongly  fupports,  inftead  of  detracting  in  the  leaft  from,  the  DoCtrine  that 
I  labour  to  eftablifb  :  and  this  I  think  is  fo  evident  from  Matters  of  FaCt,  that 
there  is  no  Neceflity  for  my  infilling  upon  it  further.  If  there  were,  I  could 
very  eafily  fliew,  from  the  concurrent  Teftimonies  of  the  moft  efteemed 
Authors,  that  the  Dutch,  or  the  Chinele,  cannot  pofiibly  excel  us  more  in  their 
indefatigable  Induftry  in  making  and  navigating  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Canals, 
than  England  does  Holland  and  China  both,  in  the  Number  of  her  navigable 
Rivers ;  which  confequently  puts  all  the  Advantages  of  fuch  Commerce  and 
Communication  into  the  Hands  of  the  Natives  of  this  Country,  on  Terms  fo 
much  the  more  eafy. 

That  real,  as  well  as  apparent  Superiority,  which  this  Kingdom  has  attained 
over  the  reft  of  the  European  Branches  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  arifes  from  no 
Caufe  (the  Seat  of  Government  excepted)  fo  much  as  this.;  all  the  other 
Parts  being  vifibly  much  inferior  to  England  in  the  Number,  Difpofition,  and 

p  It  is  not  meant  that  our  Hufbandmen  take  lefs  Pains  in  their  Occupation  than  in  other  Coun¬ 
tries,  for  the  contrary  is  true ;  but  then  this  Labour  is  in  their  Occupation,  the  Produce  of  it 
comes  to  Market,  and  they  thrive  and  live  well. 

q  See  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  chap.  i.  p.  15. 

r  Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de  Republieck  van  Holland,  i.  deel,  cap.  7.  Sir  William  Tem¬ 
ple’s  Obfervations  on  the  United  Provinces,  chap.  iii.  Jani^on  Etat  prefent  de  la  Republique  des 
Provinces  Unies,  tom,  i.  p.  4,  5,  6,  7. 

s  P.  Le  Comte,  Nouveaux  Memoires  fur  le  Etat  prefent  de  la  Chine,  tom.  i.  p.  149 — 156.  Du 
Halde  Defcription  del’Empire  de  la  Chine,  tom.,  ii.  p.  186 — 190.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commer- 
.cjalis,  p.  120,  121)  221. 
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Nature,  of  their  navigable  Rivers  t.  Hence  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country 
can,  with  fo  much  Eafe,  bring  fo  great  a  Part  of  it  into  Cultivation ;  which 
furnifiiing  in  Plenty  the  Materials  for  Trade  and  Commerce,  lead  Men  here, 
to  what  they  are  driven  in  other  Places  by  Necefiity  u.  Hence  Art  attracts 
Art,  one  Manufa&ure  begets  another,  and  Diligence  fpreads  on  every  Side ; 
for  Induftry,  as  well  as  Idlenefs,  may  be  communicated  ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  dif- 
cern,  that,  in  a  thriving  Country,  all  Degrees  of  People  have  a  Vivacity,  that  is 
not  feen  elfewhere.  It  is  owing  to  this  Spirit,  and  the  Prolperity  that  natu¬ 
rally  attends  it,  that  in  fome  Places  inland  Navigation  and  foreign  Commerce 
have  in  South  Britain  been  pufhed  fo  far,  as  that  there  is  more  Bufinefs  done,, 
and  more  Seamen  employed,  in  a  fingle  Port,  than  in  a  whole  Country,  and  by 
a  whole  Nation,  elfewhere,  who  yet  have  fome  Trade  and  Commerce  too  w. 
I  could  be  particular,  that  is,  I  could  name  the  Port,  nay,  more  than  one,  and 
the  Country  alfo ;  but  I  fee  no  End  this  would  anfwer,  and  fhall  content 
myfelf  therefore  with  adding  farther,  that  there  are  Counties  in  South  Britain 
very  capable  of  carrying  on  as  great  and  as  beneficial  a  Commerce  as  fome 
potent  States.  As  for  Infiance,  Devonfhire,  which  looking  on  one  Side  towards 
the  Briftol  and  St.  George’s,  and  on  the  other  towards  the  Britifh  Channel, 
has  many  convenient,  and  fome  capacious,  Harbours  upon  both  x.  Befides, 
as  this  fpacious  pleafant  County  hath  an  excellent  Soil,  a  very  mild  Climate, 
and  is  alfo  a  fourth  Part  more  in  Extent  than  the  Province  of  Holland 
endowed  with  moil:  of  thofe  Advantages  by  Nature,  that  have  been  in  that 
Country  attained  by  much  Labour,  and  at  great  Coft,  without  being  tied  to 
any  of  thofe  Expences  that  are  indifpenfably  requifite  there,  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  fuch  dear-bought  Conveniences,  we  may  reafonably  prefume  that 
it  is  capable  of  maintaining  the  like,  or  a  greater  Number  of  People,  and  that 
too  in  as  good,  or  better  Condition  If  this  be  fairly  alleged  of  a  fingle 
County,  and  that  it  is  fo  I  fubmit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  candid  Reader, 
what  Improvements  is  the  whole  able  to  receive  ?  And  how  much  greater, 
and  more  populous,  may  its  other  Counties  become,  by  barely  attending  to 
their  own  Interefis,  and  turning  the  vaft  Conveniences  that  invite,  or  rather 
follicit,  them  on  every  Side,  to  their  proper  Ufes  ?  To  this,  whenever  they  feri- 
oully  apply  their  Talents,  none  are  more  fagacious  or  acute,  none  more  afli- 
duous  or  indefatigable,  than  themfelves as  might  be  very  eafily  fhewn  from 
numberlefs  Examples  the  very  wonderful  Things  already  performed  in  fome 
Places,  proving  what  hereafter  may  be  done  in  all,  by  luch  a  People 

t  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  book  i.  chap,  n  —  1 6.  Sir  William’s  Monfon’s  Naval 
Trafis,  book  iii.  Doftor  Boat’s  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  viii. 

*  Gee’s  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain,  confidered,  p..  5,  6,  7. 

w  See  all  thefe  Points  farther  illuftrated,  and  feveral  convincing  Proofs  alledged  in  fupport  of 
them,  in  the  fubfequent  Part  of  this  Chapter. 

^  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i.  p.  68,  69,  90,  100;  vol.  ii.  p.  163,  187,  190. 

y  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  144.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  19.  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamenta- 
ria,  vol.  ii.  p.  237. 

z  Templeman’s  Survey,  pi.  i,  vi. 

3  Evelyn’s  Sylva,  chap.  viii. 
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This  being  the  Cafe,  as  moft  certainly  it  is,  we  mull;  fee  plainly  why  this 
Part  of  thefe  Wands  hath  thriven  more  than  the  reft,  attracted  Strangers  to 
fwell  the  Number  of  her  Inhabitants,  while  North  Britain  and  Ireland,  from 
the  Want  of  thefe  Benefits,  not  only  contributed  to  augment  thofe  Numbers, 
but  poured  continually,  and  are  ftill  pouring,  their  Offspring  into  other  Coun¬ 
tries  ;  it  being  natural  for  Individuals  to  feek  Subfiftence  where  it  feems  eafieft 
to  be  acquired,  rather  than  to  attempt  the  double  Talk  of  improving  their  own 
and  their  Country’s  Fortune  at  the  fame  time  b.  As  foon  as  Leifure  and  Atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Arts  of  Peace  excited  a  Spirit  of  Improvement  in  South  Britain,  her 
natural  Advantages,  and  amongft  them  this  particularly,  repaid  their  Labours 
fo  fpeedily,  and  fo  abundantly,  that  People  went  on  chearfully,  and  foon 
acquired  that  Plenty  and  Independence  that  endeared  their  Country  to  them, 
and  attracted  ingenious  and  induftrious  Perfons  from  all  Quarters ;  which 
added  Manufactures  to  Agriculture,  and  rendered  thofe  Places  populous, 
which  their  well-chofen  Situations  on  her  great  Rivers,  from  the  firft  demon- 
ftrated  improveable,  and  which  the  moderate  Application  of  their  Inhabitants 
had  now  made  commodious,  with  a  certain  ProfpeCt  of  becoming  daily  more 
fo  c.  But  befides  accounting  eafily  and  probably  for  the  prefent  apparent 
Superiority  of  South  Britain,  this  alfo  (hews  that  her  Superiority  is  permanent, 
and  that  what  fhe  has  thus  acquired,  it  will  be  ever  in  her  Power  to  main¬ 
tain  d.  For  as  this  Advantage  of  her  navigable  Rivers,  with  all  the  happy 
Confequences  that  attend  it,  already  belongs  to,  and  has  been  turned  fo  much 
to  her  Benefit,  it  muft  likewife  be  remembered  that  it  is  her  Patrimony,  the 
Portion  beftowedupon  her  by  Nature,  and  which  therefore  can  never  be  taken 
from  her.  A  Circumftance  that,  duly  confidered,  ought  to  fet  her  above  the 
Fear  of  Rivals,  and  teach  her  to  enjoy,  without  Anxiety,  that  Superiority  fire 
can  never  lofe,  and  fee  with  Complacency  the  Improvements  of  her  younger 
Sifters;  which,  however  conducive  to  their  Interefts  in  the  firft  Inftance,  muft  in 
the  Event  be  equally  conducive  to  her  Grandeur  ;  and  which  can  never  there¬ 
fore  produce  to  them  any  Profperity  that  may  emulate,  much  lefs  prejudice, 
her  own  Power. 

But  to  put  this  Matter  ftill  farther  out  of  all  Dilpute,  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  compare,  in  this  refpedt,  the  State  of  South  Britain  in  Times  paft,  with 
its  Situation  at  prefent ;  from  whence  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  it  cannot 
excel  any  other  Country  more  at  this  Day,  than  it  does  itfelf  in  that  State  to 
/Inch  it  was  reduced  foon  after  the  Norman  Conqueft  e.  We  were  then 
indeed  in  Poftefiion  of  all  thefe  natural  Advantages,  nay,  fome  of  our  Rivers, 
and  many  of  our  Ports,  were  in  a  better  Condition  than  they  are  now ; 

b  Wallace’s  Diflertation  upon  the  Number  of  Mankind,  p.  149. 

c  Thoughts  on  Trade  and  Public  Spirit,  London,  17x6,  8°.  p.  23. 

d  Seafonable  Remarks  on  Trade,  London,  1729,  8°.  p.  22,  23,  24. 

Chronicon  Saxonicum  p.  193.  194.  Textus  Rolfenfis,  cap.  xxxir.  Aluredi  Beverlacenfis 
Annales,  lib.  ix.  p.  72,  73,  74. 
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but  moft  certainly  we  did  not  fo  well  comprehend  the  Ufes  that  could  be 
derived,  or  the  Benefits  that  might  be  drawn  from  them  f.  Some  of  thefe,  it  is 
true,  are  fo  obvious,  that  they  could  not  but  be  known,  and,  in  conference 
of  this,  fome  Pains  were  taken,  as  our  Laws,  our  Records,  and  Hiftories  fhew, 
to  improve  them.  But  thefe  Methods  were  very  poor  and  imperfedt,  in  com- 
parifon  of  the  End,  as  is  evident  from  the  little  Progrefs  that  was  made  by 
their  Afiiftance  g.  The  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  the  Form  of  our  Con- 
ftitution,  as  it  then  flood,  was  by  no  means  favourable  to  fuch  Improvements. 
The  Power  of  the  Crown  was  indeed  fometimes  exerted  towards  promoting 
Commerce  ;  but  thefe  very  Inflances  plainly  fhew,  that  without  an  Applica¬ 
tion  to,  and  Approbation  of  the  Crown,  there  was  very  little  of  this  kind  left 
with  in  the  Ability  of  the  Subject.  The  Power  of  the  Nobility  alfo  was,  if 
not  more  exorbitant,  at  lead:  more  opprellive,  than  that  of  the  Crown ;  and 
which  may  feem  ftrange,  but  is  neverthelefs  true,  the  Power  of  Corporations 
derived  from  the  Favour  of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  Nobility,  for  the  Support 
and  Increafe  of  Trade,  was  too  frequently  employed  to  cramp  and  confine  it  h. 
It  was  not  till  the  Days  of  Henry  the  Seventh  that  we  came  to  have  any  true 
Notions  of  the  Advantages  refulting  from  an  extenfive  Commerce;  nor  is 
there  any  reafon  to  wonder  that  thefe  were  at  firfl  indiftindl,  fometimes  rightly 
and  beneficially  ordered,  fometimes  mifapplied,  and  often  ill-condudted  k 
Even  towards  the  End  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Reign,  upon  a  ftridt  Survey  of  the 
whole  Marine  of  England,  the  Number  of  Seamen  amounted  but  to  Two- 
thirds  of  what  now  belong  to  the  Port  of  London  only  k ;  and,  in  point  of 
Tonnage,  the  Vefiels  of  all  Sorts  in  this  Kingdom  were  very  much  below,  not 
only  what  belong  now  to  that  Port,  but  to  feveral  others  in  this  Illand  k 

But  to  defcend  from  this  general  State  of  Things  to  fome  Particulars. 

% 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Tyne,  we  palled  the  more  lightly  over  NewcalHe,  as 
intending  to  mention  it  again  upon  this  Occafion.  The  Romans,  with  their 
ufual  Sagacity,  fixed  one  of  their  Stations  at  Gabrofentum,  upon  the  South 
Side  of  the  River  Tyne,  whence  the  Britilh  Name  Gabr.  cent,  in  Englilh, 
Goat’s  Head,  according  to  the  Pronunciation  in  that  Country,  Gatelliead ;  and 
a  very  confiderable  Place  it  was  in  thofe  Times,  being  clofe  to  the  Wall  which 
defended  the  Roman  Province  from  the  Incurfions  of  their  Northern  Neigh- 

f  Thomas  Hearne’s  Collection  of  curious  Difcourfes,  written  by  eminent  Antiquaries,  upon 
feveral  Heads  of  our  Englifh  Antiquities,  p.  i - 15. 

8  See  Doctor  Brady’s  Treatife  of  Boroughs,  and  Madox’s  Introduction  to  his  Firma  Burgi,  in 
which  the  true  State  of  our  Towns  in  ancient  Times  plainly  appears. 

h  Nathaniel  Bacon’s  Difcourfe  on  the  Laws  and  Government  in  England,  P.  i.  chap.  58. 

‘  He  ftrenuoufly  recommended  Trade  and  Manufactures  to  the  Care  of  Parliament.  Bacon’s 
Reign  of  Henry  VII.  p.  59. 

k  In  A.  D.  1582,  Mariners  of  all  Sorts  in  England  were  14,295.  In  A.  D.  1732,  that  is,  One 
hundred  and  fifty  Years  after,  the  Seamen  of  the  Ships  legiftered  in  the  Port  of  London,  were 
2i,797-  .  _ 

1  According  to  the  Survey  in  A.  D.  1582,  the  whole  amounted  to  72,450  Tons.  In  A.  D, 
1732,  the  regiftered  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  London  amounted  to  178,557  Tons. 

Vol.  1.  Y  '  hours, 
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hours 111 .  This  very  Circumfiance  proved  the  Occafion  of  its  Ruin,  when 
thofe  warlike,  though  unpolifhed  People,  overturning  that  Barrier,  poured  like 
an  Inundation  into  thefe  Parts.  The  Saxons,  who  refpedted  extremely  the 
Situations  chofen  by  the  Romans,  eredted  a  Town  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
River,  to  which,  from  the  Number  of  Convents,  and  other  religious  Edifices 
therein,  they  gave  the  Name  of  Monkchefter ;  and  this  in  Procefs  of  Time 
became  a  confiderable  Place  n.  Robert,  the  eldefi  Son  of  the  Conqueror, 
being  fent  by  his  Father  with  a  great  Army  into  this  County  againft  Malcolme, 
King  of  Scots,  ealily  difcerned  with  what  incomparable  Advantage  a  Fortrefs 
might  be  built  here ;  and  executed  his  Delign  fo  completely,  that,  from  his 
Work,  it  took  thenceforwards  the  Name  of  New  Castle  °.  The  Town 
was  afterwards  fortified  for  the  fame  Reafon ;  in  confequence  of  which  it 
grew  large  and  populous,  by  the  Refort  of  People  from  all  the  Countries  adja¬ 
cent,  who  were  defirous  of  living  under  the  Protection  of  a  firong  Place. 
Such  was  the  Genius  of  thofe  Times,  when  War  was  the  principal  Objedt  of 
all  the  Northern  Nations  ;  and  the  Value  of  Places  efiimated  according 
as  they  were  fituated  or  difpofed  to  be  more  or  lefs  applicable  to  that  State. 
And  as  no  Town  in  thofe  Parts  could  enter  into  Competition  with  this,  in. 
ferving  as  a  Defence  to  the  Country  behind  it,  and  giving  an  immediate  Check 
to  Invaders,  it  grew  every  Day  more  and  more  confpicuous,  efpecially  when 
Experience  in  many  Infiances  had  juftified  its  Capacity  of  anfwering  all  the 
Purpofes  of  fuch  a  Fortrefs.  By  degrees,  however,  in  the  Intervals  of  Peace, 
the  Beauty  and  Convenience  of  the  River  forced  its  Inhabitants  to  obferve 
how  well  their  Town  ftood  for  Trade;  and  thus  it  became  gradually  eminent 
in  Quality  of  a  Port,  as  well  as  a  Barrier ;  and  in  all  thefe  Capacities  we  find  it 
was  highly  favoured  by  our  Norman  Monarchs  p.  The  Difcovery  of  Coal 
Mines  in  its  Neighbourhood,  about  the  Beginning  of  the  fifteenth  Century,, 
was  a  new  Acceffion  of  Wealth  to  the  People  of  Newcafile,  turned  alfo  to 
the  Benefit  of  the  Crown,  and  procured  them  frelh  Privileges.  Henry  VL 
made  them  independent  of  the  County  of  Northumberland,  by  allowing  the 
Townfmen  to  chufe  Sheriffs,  and  fo  it  became  a  County  of  itfelf q.  After  the 
Acceffion  of  King  James  the  Firft  to  the  Crown  of  England,  it  flourifhed 
more  than  ever;  but  the  Civil  War  in  the  fucceeding  Reign  reduced  its  Lu- 
ftre ;  and  the  Advantages  taken  by  fome,  who  were  powerful  in  thofe  difor- 
dered  Times,  to  promote  their  private  Interefts  at  the  Expence  of  the  Public* 

m  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  606,  607.  Lelandi  ColleCtanea,  tom.  i.  p.  540.  Baxter!  GlofTarium 
Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  125. 

n  Chron.  Lindisfarn.  (Munecacaeaftre)  Simon  of  Durham  allures  us,  that  Monckchefter  was  the 
Name  of  the  Place,  now  called  Newcafile. 

0  Aluredi  Beverlacenfis  Annales,  lib.  ix.  p.  67.  Lelandi  CoIleCtanea,  tom.  ii„  p.  308.  Poly- 
dor.  Vergil.  Hifl.  Angl.  p.  208.  Johan,  de  Fordun  Scotichronicon,  fol.  140,  141. 

p  Mag.  Rot.  3  Joh.  Rot.  18.  ct  tit.  Northumb.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  tom.  v.  fol.  104.  Cotton’s 
Abridgement  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London,  p.  134,  408,  596,  600,  679. 

Lambard’s  Hiflorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  207,  225.  Camdeni  Britannia, 
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v  brought  confiderable  Detriment  to  the  Navigation  of  the  River,  the  Effe&s  of 
which  are  ffill  felt  r. 

After  the  Reiteration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  the  Town  received 
many  Marks  of  Royal  Favour  ;  and  alfo  in  the  fucceeding  Reign,  which  the 
Inhabitants  very  gratefully  acknowleged,  as  they  alfo  very  affiduoufly,  as  well 
as  fuccefsfully  improved ;  and  the  Confumption  of  Coals  becoming  much 
more  general,  that  Trade  augmented  amazingly,  Perfons  of  great  Fortune 
embarked  in  the  Management  of  the  Mines,  and  at  a  prodigious  Expence, 
rendered  the  Carriage  of  them  to  the  River  ealy  and  cheap,  by  bringing 
vaffc  Quantities  thither  in  a  fmall  Space  of  Time.  All  which,  by  drawing 
into  this  Neighbourhood  an  immenfe  Concourfe  of  People,  who  were  to 
be  fed,  clothed,  and  lodged,  out  of  the  Fruits  of  their  own  Induftry,  occa- 
fioned  the  Lands  on  every  Side  to  be  cultivated  ;  their  Produce  brought  to  a 
quick  and  beneficial  Market,  caufed  their  Rents  to  be  well  paid;  and  raifed  the 
Value  of  Land  far  above  what  it  had  been  in  Times  paft,  or  could  ever  have 
been,  but  in  confequence  of  thefe  Improvements,  and  the  Profpeft  of  their 
Continuance  s.  In  this,  and  in  fucceeding  Reigns,  various  Statutes  were  made 
for  regulating  and  improving  this  Trade,  the  Profits  ariling  from  which  ena¬ 
bled  the  Inhabitants  to  embark  in  many  others,  fuch  as  Salt  Works,  Glafs 
Works,  manufacturing  of  Iron,  befides  their  old  Trade  in  Grindftones  t.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  Advantages,  not  only  the  ancient  Suburb  of  Gatefhead, 
which  lies  in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham,  increafed  prodigioufly,  but  alfo  the 
Towns  of  North  and  South  Shields,  and  many  Villages  along  die  River  Side, 
which  may  be  properly  ftiled  the  Port  of  Newcaftle  u.  About  the  Clofe  of 
the  lafl  Century  it  was  computed  that  the  Trade  had  doubled  in  fifty  Years,  as 
it  was  certainly  double  even  at  that  Period  to  what  it  was  at  the  Demile  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ;  and  we  have  very  good  Grounds  to  believe  that  it  is  now 
double  in  all  refpeCts,  that  is,  in  the  Tonnage  of  Ships,  Number  of  Seamen, 
and  Amount  of  its  Trade,  to  what  it  was  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Century  w. 
We  will  add  that  this  is,  as  indeed  it  always  has  been,  one  of  the  mod:  refpec- 
table  and  beft  governed  Corporations  in  Britain,  to  which  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  its  conftant  and  very  remarkable  Flow  of  Profperity  may  be  afcribed.  The 
Mayor  lives  in  a  Manfion-Houfe,  with  all  necefiary  Officers  and  Attendants, 
at  the  Town’s  Expence,  with  an  annual  Allowance  of  Six  hundred  Pounds ; 
and  the  Corporation  Eflate  is  held  to  be  of  the  Value  of  Nine  thoufand 

r  Bourne’s  Hiftory  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  p.  173. 

*  Chorographia,  or  a  Survey  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  by  William  Grey,  1649,  40.  Robert’s 
Map  of  Commerce,  p.  292.  England’s  Grievances  in  refpeftto  the  Coal  Trade,  1649,  40. 

*  Stat.  xxx.  Car.  II.  cap.  8.  §.  2.  6  Sc  y  Will.  III.  cap.  15.  §.  1.  1  Anna,  cap.  9.  §.  3. 
2  Geo.  II.  cap.  10.  §.  2.  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20.  §.  2. 

u  Grey’s  Survey  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  Gardiner’s  England’s  Grievances  in  the  Coal 
Trade.  Bourne’s  Hiftory  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Newcaftle,  chap.  xiii. 

w  Houghton’s  Collections  on  Hulbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  ii.  p.  153.  Complete  Englilh  Tradef- 
man,  chap.  xlvi. 
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Pounds  a  Year.  The  Merchants  Exchange  is  a  very  noble  Edifice,  frequented 
by  Traders  of  fair  Characters,  as  well  as  fair  Fortunes  y  the  Quay,  if  we 
except  Yarmouth,  is  equal  to  any  thing  of  the  like  Nature  in  this  Ifland  ;  the 
Churches  here  are  capacious  and  beautiful ;  and  in  relpeCt  to  public  Charities,, 
whether  we  regard  their  Extent  or  Diflribution,  they  are  fuch  as  do  Honour  to 
the  Place,  and  afford  Perfons  unfortunate,  though  induftrious,  a  very  com¬ 
fortable  Retreat  x.  This  fhews  that  it  was  not  without  Reafon  we  ventured 
to  compare  Newcaflle  with  Lyons  y  y  and  it  proves  at  the  fame  time,  that  a 
Port  the  mod:  flourifhing,  and  the  mod:  favoured,  in  the  Days  of  our  Ance- 
llors,  is,  out  of  all  Comparifon,  more  wealthy,  more  populous,  and  carries  oa 
a  much  more  extenfive  Trade  in  ours  z. 

From  this  tingle  Inftance,  when  maturely  weighed,  the  judicious  Reader 
mud:  difcern,  that,  with  all  the  Encouragements  the  Nature  of  our  ancient 
Conffitution  would  allow  y  thetnatural  Advantage  of  fo  fine  a  Port,  capable  of 
holding  many  hundreds  of  large  Ships  with  perfect  Eafe,  and  as  perfect  Safety;, 
was  able,  in  the  Space  of  Five  hundred  Years,  to  raife  it  only  to  an  eighth 
Part  of  that  Trade,  which  its  Inhabitants  enjoy  at  prefent.  If  we  may  be: 
permitted  to  dwell  a  little  longer  on  an  Indance  of  fo  great  Confequence 
towards  explaining  and  confirming  what  has  been  delivered  hitherto  in  this 
Chapter,  we  would  recapitulate  a  little  more  diffinCtly  the  immediate  and 
effectual  Caufes  of  this  lingular  Event,  by  which  fo  much  more  has  been 
done  in  the  Space  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  Years,  than  before  in  Five  hun¬ 
dred.  Thefe  Caufes  then  feem  to  be,  taking  them  as  they  fall  in  Order  of 
Time,  what  follows.  The  Union  of  the  Crowns,  which  made  a  great  Alteration 
in  the  Condition  of  the  neighbouring  People,  who  borrowing  Spirit  from 
Safety,  began  to  cultivate  thoroughly  a  Country  no  longer  expofed  either  to 
hoffile  or  predatory  Incurlions ;  gave  the  firft  Spur  to  the  Traffic  of  this 
Place  a.  The  DedruCtion  of  our  Woods,  which  was  very  great  during  the 
preceding  Part  of  the  lad  Century,  was  another  Help,  by  creating  a  continual 
Demand  for  the  Staple  Commodity  of  Newcadle y  this  furnifhed  the  Mer¬ 
chants  with  Stocks  for  foreign  Trade,  and  put  many  others  of  the  Inhabitants,, 
that  they  might  fupply  them,  on  Manufactures  ;  Ship-building  neceffarily 
came  in  amongd  the  red,  which,  as  it  every-where  does,  brought  a  numerous 
Train  of  other  handy-craft  Trades  as  its  Attendants  k  The  Union  of  the  two 

x  Bourne’s  Hiflory  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne.  Additions  to  the  laffc 
Edition  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  > 

Y  The  three  great  and  envied  Privileges  of  this  City  are,  a  Bank,  a  Courfe  of  Exchange,  and  a 
Court  Merchant,  which  are  commercial  Advantages,  worthy  to  be  confidered  here. 

z  Yet  the  Port,  and  the  Trade  both  (as  we  fhall  fee)  are  capable  of  very  great  Improvements  ^ 
fo  that  podibly  Poflerity  may  find  Grounds  for  the  like  Remark. 

a  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol,  89.  The  Trade’s  Increafe,  by  J.  R.  London,  1615,  40.  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh’s  Difcourfe  on  the  Invention  of  Shipping,  p.  39. 

b  See  the  Article  of  Newcaflle  in  the  fecond  Volume  of  Collier’s  General  Dictionary.  Brome’s 
Journey  through  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  166.  The  grand  Concern  of  England,  con~ 
tainedinfeveralPropofals,  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  Parliament,  Lond.  1673, 40.  Prop.  xii. 
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Nations  was  another  Advantage,  which  enhanced  all  the  reft,  by  removing 
the  only  Checks  to  which  die  Commerce  of  this  thriving  Place  was  ftiil  fub- 
jeCt <\  This  made  the  Merchants  there,  Factors  for  what  were  before  confi- 
dered  as  two  Kingdoms *  and  as  it  became  then,  it  has  continued,  the  great 
Emporium  of  the  North  Parts  of  the  one,  and  the  South  Parts  of  the  other, 
ever  lince  <b  But  this  prodigious  Growth  affords  not  the  lead:  Room  to  fear 
that  it  may  either  fpeedily  decay,  or,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  fink  as  gradually  as 
it  rofe.  On  the  contrary,  its  Foundations  are  fo  well  laid,  the  Materials  of  its 
Commerce  fo  copious,  and  its  Architects  are  fo  fagacious  and  expert,  that, 
without  diminifhing  its  Strength,  a  Multitude  of  very  cogent  Arguments  might 
be  brought  to  prove,  they  will  in  a  long  Courfe  of  Ages  widen  their  Bafis,  and 
continue  to  ratfe  this  Structure  ftiil  higher  and  higher. 


As  our  Anceftors  did  not  very  clearly  comprehend  to  what  Extent  the 
Advantages  derived  from  Nature  might  be  carried,  or  if  they  did,  were  by  the 
then  prevailing  Syftems  of  Policy  reftrained,  fo  they  were  yet  more  erroneous 
in  the  Notions  they  formed,  as  to  the  Imperfections  to  which  fome  of  our 
Ports  are  certainly  liable.  One  of  the  ableft  Seamen  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  informs  us,  that  there  were  but  three  Harbours  to  the  North  of  any 
Confequence,  Harwich,  Lynn,  and  Hull  *  and,  as  to  the  two  laft  he  tells  us 
further,  they  were  frequented  mod:  by  Ships  of  their  own,  were  full  of  Dan¬ 
ger  and  Sands,  little  known  to  any  others,  and  therefore  not  much  to  be 
indfted  upon  e.  It  is  plain  that  he  had  no  Forefight,  that  thefe  two  Ports  of 
which  he  fpeaks  fo  contemptuoufly,  would,  in  the  fpace  of  a  Century  and  a 
half,  come  to  have  more  Ships,  Seamen,  and  Trade,  than  any  Harbours  this 
Idand  had  in  his  Time  j  and,  no  doubt,  would  have  treated  as  vidonary  any 
Intimation  of  thofe  Improvements  that  are  vidble  to  us  at  this  Day  k  Each  of 
thefe  Ports  fet  up  in  effeCt  upon  the  Trade  to  Iceland,  for  catching  and  curing 
of  Cod  ;  which,  becaufe  it  was  carried  on  by  a  common  Stock,  gave  the  Name 
of  Stock  Fidi  to  this  Commodity  g.  But,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  both  Places  not  only  fell  into  other  Branches  of  Trade,  but  fet  up 
Manufactures  in  both  Towns  ;  and  this  caufinga  great  Refort  of  Perfons  of  all; 
Ages,  who  were  inclined  either  by  Labour  or  Induftry  to  earn  their  own  Liv¬ 
ings,  filled  thefe  thriving  Places  with  Numbers  of  People,  and  created  confe- 
quently  a  growing  Demand  for  Provifions,  and  the  other  Neceffaries  of  Life* 

c  Atlas  Marklmus  et  Commercialis,  p.  5. 

d  Magna  Britannia  et  Hibernia,  vol.  iii.  p.  CoS.  Bourne’s  Hitlory  of  Newcaflle;  and  the 
Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

e  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trafts,  book  iii.  p.  378  ;  neither  was  he  at  all  lingular  in  his 
Opinion. 

f  In  A.  D.  1728,  there  came,  as  appears  by  the  Cuflom  Houfe  Books  (exclusive  of  their  other 
Trade),  232  Ships  from  thefe  two  Ports  to  that  of  London  ;  whereas,  A.  D.  1582,  there  belonged 
to  London  but  129  Ships  and  VefTels  of  all  Sorts. 

E  Hackluyt’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  122.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England)  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Wales,  p.  144,  145,  146, 

the 
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the  adjacent  Villages  became  better  peopled,  and  the  Country,  for  many  Miles 
round,  better  cultivated.  This  occalioned  a  conliderable  Coafl  Trade  to  furniffi 
thefe  People  with  the  Materials  requilite  for  their  refpedtive  Employments ;  and 
thus,  as  will  always  be  the  Cafe,  one  Species  of  Induftry  exciting  and  fupport- 
ing  another,  thefe  Ports  grew  imperceptibly  greater ;  till  their  Confequence  in 
the  Dutch  Wars  drawing  the  Attention  of  the  Government,  procured  them 
various  Affiftances  at  a  large  Expence,  which  produced  a  brifk.  Circulation,  and 
thereby  adding  Spirit  and  Subftance  to  their  Trade,  made  that  at  length  what 
it  now  is  h.  The  original  Branch  of  Commerce  indeed  is  long  ago  much 
decayed,  not  from  the  Want  of  Abilities  to  carry  it  on,  but  becaufe  others 
more  lucrative  have  been  gradually  introduced  i  and  thus  it  appears,  that 
though  there  may  be  fome  Impediments  and  Obftacles  which  for  a  Time  retard 
the  Progrefs  of  maritime  Places,  yet  thefe,  by  Diligence  and  Application,  may 
be  conquered,  and  when  this  is  once  done,  they  are  in  a  manner  overlooked  k ; 
nay,  from  the  Change  of  Circumftances,  are  fometimes  conlidered  in  fuc- 
ceeding  Ages  in  the  Light  of  Advantages,  as  rendering  that  Navigation  diffi¬ 
cult  to  Enemies  and  Strangers,  which  to  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  it,  is  equally 
eafy  and  expeditious.  Thefe  Inftances,  therefore,  of  the  Fallibility  of  our 
Anceflors,  ffiould  render  us  more  circumlpedt  in  Cafes  of  a  like  Nature. 

We  find  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Time,  that  Liverpool,  which  makes  now  fo 
confpicuous  a  Figure,  was  but  juft  coming  into  Notice  1 ;  though,  one  would 
imagine,  it  was  then  a  Town  reviving,  rather  than  one  lately  founded,  fince 
we  know  it  lent  Burgeffes  to  Parliament  in  the  twenty-third  and  thirty-fifth 
Years  of  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Firft  m.  But  this  had  been  long  forgot, 
and  the  Place  had  dwindled  again  into  a  Village.  That  it  rofe  once  more, 
was  owing  to  the  Accident  of  its  affording  a  fhort  and  eafy  Pafiage  to  Ire¬ 
land,  which,  in  the  ffirring  Reign  of  that  Queen,  gradually  fupplied  it  with 
Trade  and  Inhabitants  «.  This  Conveniency  helped  it  alfo  to  thofe  extraor¬ 
dinary  Privileges,  that  whoever  became  a  Freeman  of  this  Place,  ffiould  from 
thence  acquire  the  like  Freedom  in  the  City  of  Briftol  in  England,  and  in 
Waterford  and  Wexford  in  Ireland  °.  The  peaceable  Reign  of  King  James 
encouraged  the  Cultivation  of  Land,  and  the  raifing  Manufactures,  in  Lanca- 

h  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Magna  Britannia  et  Hibernia, 
vol.  iii.  p.  285,  290  ;  vol.  vi.  p.  554 — 558.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  4. 

1  See  the  Statute  pafled  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  VI.  for  Support  of  the  Iceland  Fifhery. 
Trade’s  Increafe,  p.  19.  Sir  Thomas  Browne’s  Account  of  Iceland,  1662. 

k  Mackrell’s  Account  of  King’s  Lynne,  p.  3.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia.  See  the  Articles  of  Lynn  and  Hull  in  Collier’s  large  Hiftorical  and  Geographi¬ 
cal  Dictionary. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  612,  p.  85,  270,  271. 

m  See  the  Preface  to  the  firft  Volume  of  Browne  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  p.  xxi. 

n  Magna  Britannia  et  Hibernia,  vol.  ii.  p.  1281.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales,  p.  232. 

o  pamden?s  Britannia,  Edition  of  A.  D.  r €95,  in  the  Additions,  col.  301. 
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fhire,  which  proved  very  beneficial  to  this  new  Port  p.  The  long  Rebellion 
in  Ireland  rendered  it  fill  more  flouriffiing,  as  a  great  Part  of  the  Succours 
from  England  were  fent  from  thence.  After  the  Reftoration,  the  Inhabitants 
began  to  ffrike  into  the  Plantation  Trade,  for  which  they  lay  very  commodi- 
oully.  Before  the  End  of  the  laft  Century,  it  was  computed,  and  with  great 
Probability,  that  Liverpool  was  pofTeffed  of  ten  times  the  Commerce  it  had 
at  the  Beginning ;  which  was  an  amazing  Progrefs,  and  makes  it  one  of  the 
fairefl  Inftances  that  could  be  brought  for  our  Purpofe q.  At  the  very  Entrance 
of  the  prefent  Century,  Liverpool  was  held  to  be  the  third  Sea  Port  in  Eng¬ 
land  r,  was  fuppofed  to  have  augmented  its  Commerce  greatly  in  the  next 
twenty  Years  s,  and  we  can  from  good  Authority  affirm,  that  in  point  of  Ships, 
Seamen,  and  the  public  Revenue,  this  Port  has  doubled  fince  that  Time.  The 
principal  internal  Caufes  which,  as  I  have  been  informed,  and  they  feem  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  EfFedf,  that  have  contributed  to  the  quick  Growth  of  Commerce 
here,  which  in  other  Places  rifes  fo  flowly,  were  thefe.  The  Traders  of  this 
Place  have  been  ever  remarkable  for  a  Frugality  in  Management,  which  ena¬ 
bles  them  to  do  every  thing  upon  the  cheapefl  Terms,  and  to  fell  at  the  loweft 
Prices.  They  admit  all  Degrees  of  People,  even  their  own  Servants,  to 
employ  the  fmalleft  Sums  in  Trade,  by  which  they  become  interefted  in  the 
Event,  and  are  the  fooner  in  a  Condition  to  fet  up  for  themfelves.  Laftly, 
They  have  fhewn  furprifing  Spirit  in  Works  of  large  Expence  for  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Town  and  Port;  and,  in  a  word,  whatever  may  contribute  to 
the  public  Intereft.  Arts  truly  laudable,  and  which  will  never  fail  of  Succefs. 
The  Reader  will  judge  from  hence,  what  numerous  Benefits  may  be  deduced 
from  the  natural  Advantage  of  a  good  navigable  River,  with  a  Port  at  the 
Mouth  of  it  t ;  fince,  as  the  Trade  increafes,  it  continually  draws  Supplies  of 
Commodities  and  Manufactures  from  the  adjacent  Country,  and,  in  the  .{pace 
of  a  few  Years,  equally  changes  the  Spirit  of  the  People,  and  the  Appearance 
of  the  Places  u  which  they  inhabit ;  Plenty  and  Neatnefs  being  the  immediate 
Defendants  of  Induffiry ;  Wealth  and  Magnificence,  in  Procefs  of  Time, 
fpringing  from  the  fame  Stock,  and  thefe,  very  frequently,  in  Places  that  have 
been  for  a  long  Time  difregarded,  decayed,  or  negleCted.  Truths  which, 
however  plain  and  obvious  in  themfelves,  can  never  be  too  ferioufly,  too  much, 
or  too  often  confidered. 

As  Liverpool  is  a  Port  of  prodigious  Commerce,  raifed  to  its  prefent  dou- 
riffiing  Condition,  fince  Traffick  was  thought  a  Point  worthy  of  being  confi- 

p  Plan  of  the  Britifh  Commerce,  p.  35,  270,  271. 

S  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden,  in  the  Edition  before  recited. 

Leigh’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  &c.  book  i.  p.  2 1 . 

*  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercials,  p.  17. 

1  1  he  Reader  will  be  pleafed  to  remember,  that  every  Improvement  of  a  navigable  River,  fliews 
how  all  fuch  Rivers  may  be  improved. 

u  All  the  great  Manufactures  in  Lancafhire  and  Chefhire,  are  to  be  aferibed  to  the  Ports  0* 
Liverpool  and  Chefter., 
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tiered  in  Hidoiy;  fo  to  conclude  this  Argument,  Stockton  upon  Tees,  which 
we  have  already  mentioned  %  is  a  Port  of  no  defpicable  Trade,  that  has  darted 
up  almod  within  Memory.  At  the  Refloration,  it  was  a  Village  fo  defpi¬ 
cable,  that  the  bed  Houfe  in  it  could  hardly  boad  of  any  thing  better  than 
clay  Walls,  and  a  thatched  Roof ;  and  yet,  near  thirty  Years  ago,  there  came 
in  one  Year  to  the  Port  of  London,  feventy-five  Veffels  from  thence  y ;  and 
the  Trade  is  much  increafed  fince.  We  might  add  a  great  many  other  Exam¬ 
ples  to  fhew  the  unexpected  Effects  of  Indudry,  as  excited,  encouraged,  and 
rewarded,  by  the  almod  innumerable  Conveniencies,  afforded  from  this 
natural  Advantage  of  fo  many  navigable  Rivers,  and  which,  notwithdanding, 
were  fo  long  before  they  were  improved  at  all,  and  are  perhaps  but  very 
little  improved,  in  comparifon  of  what  they  may  be,  even  in  our  Times  z. 
But  this  leads  us  to  another  Point  of  as  much,  if  not  more  Importance,  than 
any  of  the  red. 

Whatever  Benefits  we  derive  from  Art,  are  commonly  obtained  with 
much  Labour,  require  at  the  Beginning  condant  Attention,  much  Cod  to 
preferve  them,  and  are  eafily  forfeited  by  NegleCt ;  whereas  the  Advantages 
we  receive  from  Nature,  though  far  more  confiderable  when  improved,  are 
not  fo  liable  to  the  Vicifiitudes  of  Time ;  but  after  being  overlooked,  and 
that  even  for  Ages,  remain  dill  capable  of  being  turned  to  great  Profit  ;  of 
which  many  Indances  have  been  already  given,  and  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
Work  many  more  will  appear.  We  have  Reafon  to  hope,  therefore,  that, 
notwithdanding  what  has  been  done  by  our  immediate  Ancedors  in  the 
Improvement  of  fo  many  Rivers,  which  had  been  little,  or  not  at  all,  attended 
to  in  Ages  preceding  theirs,  there  are  dill  enough  left  by  them,  in  a  State 
of  being  improved,  to  exercife  our  Indudry,  and  perhaps  that  of  our  Pode- 
rity,  for  a  long  Series  of  Years  to  come.  For  the  Illudration  of  this  Remark, 
a  few  Hints  from  the  mod  remote,  and  of  courfe  lead  improved,  Counties  in 
South  Britain,  fhall  fuffice.  There  are  on  the  Coad  of  Northumberland  five 
or  fix  Rivers,  which,  though  they  make  at  prefent  but  a  final  1  Figure,  will  here¬ 
after,  without  doubt,  rife  into  higher  Notice,  and  perhaps  become  as  memor¬ 
able  as  many  that  have  been  already  confidered  a.  Not  to  infid  on  one  or  two 
that  fall  into  the  German  Ocean,  between  Holy  Bland  and  Fame  Idand,  we 
will  begin  with  Warnemouth,  or,  as  it  is  diled  in  the  Cudom  Houfe  Books, 

w  See  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  p.  143. 

x  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia,  the  Edition  printed  A.  D.  1695,001.  782,  783. 

y  The  Truth  of  this  FaCt  appears  from  the  Cuftom  Houfe  Books. 

z  It  would  have  been  thought  Madnefs  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Reign,  to  have  furmized  that  the 
Commerce  of  Liverpool  fhould  approach  that  of  Briftol ;  but  now,  when  we  are,  Or  Ihould  be. 
better  acquainted  with  commercial  Caufes  and  EfFeCts,  we  may  form  more  probable  Conjectures  of 
what  Indudry,  properly  fupported,  may  produce. 

a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  658.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  89.  N.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of 
England,  vol.  ii.  p.  600, 
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Warnewater,  and  is  a  Creek  to  the  Port  of  Berwick  L  Ayl mouth,  which 
lies  a  few  Miles  to  the  South  of  this,  is  another  Creek  to  the  fame  Port ;  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  Ain,  upon  which  a  little  higher  Hands  the  Town  of 
Alnwick;  which  little  Port  of  Aylmouth,  though  fcarce  heard  of  fome  Years 
ago,  has  now  feverai  Veffels  belonging  to  it<\  The  River  Cocket  feems  to  be 
more  improveable,  as  it  is  larger,  and  runs  a  longer  Courfe  d.  The  River 
Wanfere,  or  Wanfbeck,  is  not  inferior  to  that  e ;  and  what  Credit  is  due  to  our 
Conjectures,  as  to  thefe  Streams  becoming  gradually  ufeful  as  well  to  inland 
Trade  as  foreign  Commerce,  the  Reader  will  the  better  judge,  when  he  has 
feen  what  we  have  to  offer  in  relation  to  Blythe  Nook  in  the  next  Chapter. 

On  the  oppofite  Side  of  the  Ifland  we  find  at  leaft  as  many  Rivers  that  might 
make  a  remarkable  Figure,  and  yet  are,  at  this  Juncture,  very  little,  if  at  all, 
regarded.  We  have  already  mentioned  Solway  Firth  f,  which,  though  very  fit  for 
Commerce,  enjoys  no  other  Trade  than  what  arifes  from  the  fmugling  Sloops, 
which  continually  pafs  to  and  from  the  Ifland  of  Man.  There  lies  near  it  a  very 
confiderable  Bay,  into  which  the  River  Wample  falls  on  the  North;  and  receives 
on  the  South,  the  joint  Streams  of  Waver  and  Wiza  g.  Some  think  this  Bay 
is  that  which  Ptolemy  Hiled  Moricamba ;  a  very  founding  Word,  which  being 
refolved  into  the  Britifli  Tongue,  becomes  Mor  in  Camva,  and  fignifies  the 
hollow  or  crooked  Sea.  This  might  be  either  made  a  tolerable  Port,  or,  by 
running  a  Dyke  acrofs  it,  might  be  turned  into  dry  Land  b  As  little  as  we  feem 
to  confider  this  rough  and  rugged  Part  of  the  World,  it  is  certain  no  DiftriCt 
of  the  Ifland  was  either  better  known  to,  or  had  more  Care  taken  of  it  by, 
the  Romans.  They  fortified  it  both  with  Sea  and  Land  Walls ;  and,  amongfl 
other  Stations,  had  one  called  Volantium,  near  the  Village  of  Elienburg  k, 
at  the  Mouth  of  the  little  River  Eln,  where,  if  I  am  not  mifinformed,  there 
is  fomething  like  a  Port  Hiled  Ellenfoot,  or  Elnfoot.  Not  far  to  the  South  of 
this,  where  the  Darwent  and  the  Cocker  fall  into  the  Sea,  there  is  a  Place, 
called  formerly  Darwentfoot  Haven,  upon  which  Hands  the  Town  of  Work¬ 
ington  l,  where  within  thefe  few  Years  there  has  been  a  little  Trade ;  and  it  is 

b  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire,  fob  90.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p,  383. 
c  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fol.  75,  79.  Crouch  ubi  fupra.  Gentleman’s  Magazine, 
vol.  xxvi.p.  74. 

d  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fob  74,  79.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  669.  He  calls  this 
River  Coqueda. 

e  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  F.  i.  fob  78.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  668. 
f  The  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  144. 

s  At  the  Beginning  of  the  eighteenth  Volume  of  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  there  is  a  Survey 
of  the  North-Well:  Coaft  of  England,  performed  at  the  Expence  of  the  Proprietors  of  that 
Work ;  and  for  the  Afliftance  derived  from  thence,  I  return  them  Thanks, 
h  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  179. 

1  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xviii.  p.  291. 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  633,  635.  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire,  fob  87.  Magn.  Britan,  et  Hibern. 
vol.  i.  p.  373.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  253. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  fol.  71.  Magn.  Britan,  et  Hibern.  vol.  i.  p.  372. 
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find  to  have  now  fifty  Vefiels  belonging  to  it  At  a  very  fmali  Expence  this 
River  might  be  made  navigable  up  to  Cockermouth,  a  Place  at  prelent  of  fome 
Note,  exceedingly  well  fea-ted  for  feveral  Branches  of  the  Woollen  Manufac¬ 
ture,  this  River  running  through  it,  which  would,  if  Boats  came  up  thither* 
be  of  inexprefiible  Benefit  to  the  Place,  which  is  a  Borough,  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  great  Convenience  to  the  County  in  general  n.  Near  Moreiby,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  theMorbium  of  the  Romans,  is  the  Harbour  of  Parton,  in  favour 
of  which  there  have  been  two  Adts  of  Parliament  At  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  Irt,  there  were  formerly  Hopes  of  a  Pearl  Fifhery  p ;  but  there  might 
certainly  be  a  Harbour  made  there,  which  would  be  of  much  more  Confe- 
quence.  There  are  three  Rivers,  of  which  the  Efk  is  the  molt  diftinguifhable,, 
and  navigable  feveral  Miles  by  Vefiels  of  tolerable  Burthen,  that  in  falling  inta 
the  Sea,  l'urround  Ravenglafs,  and  make  it  a  kind  of  Peninfula.  This  has 
now  a  few  Ships,  and  is  a  Creek  to  Whitehaven,  the  Merchants  refiding  in 
which  Town  have  fometimes  built  Ships  there,  becaufe  Materials  and  Labour 
are  cheaper,  but  will  in  Time,  probably,,  become  of  more  Confequence  q.  We 
have  many  Etymologies  of  this  remarkable  Name ;  but  the  molt  probable  is 
that  of  the  judicious  Baxter,  who  fays,  that  in  the  Britifh  Language  it  is  Yr 
avon  glafs,  that  is,  the  Yellow  River  r,  The  River  Dudden,  which  feparates 
Cumberland  from  Lancafltire,  is  certainly  capable  of  being  rendered  ferviceable 
to  both  Counties  s.  To  the  South  of  this  lies  a  great  Bay,  made  by  the 
Breach  of  the  Sea,  which  fome  learned  Perfons  are  more  inclined  to  think  the 
Moricamba  of  Ptolemy,  than  that  before-mentioned,  into  which  falls  the 
River  Ken,  or  Can,  where*  I  think,  there  is  a  lmall  Port,  called  Milnthorp, 
the  only  one  in  the  County  of  Weftmoreland.  This  River,  not withfian ding 
its  Falls  or  Cataracts,  might  unquefiionably,  with  no  very  great  Expence,  be 
much  improved,  and,  confidering  that  the  great  manufacturing  Town  of 
Kendall,  called  alfo  Kirkby  Kendall,  that  is,  the  Church  in  the  Vale  of  Can, 
to  diftinguifh  it  from  Kirkby  Londsdale,  or  the  Church  in  the  Vale  of  Lon,  or 
Lun,  in  the  fame  County,  hands  upon  it,  would  be  of  no  fmali  Advantage  to 
a  very  large  Trad:  of  Country  t. 

m  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xviii.  p.  4. 

n  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  71.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  67 2^  Willis’s  Notitia  Parlia- 
mentaria,  vol.  ii.  p.  21 1. 

0  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  179.  Stat.  tv.  Ann.  cap.  18.  §.  1. 
2  Geo.  I.  cap.  16.  §.  1. 

p  Magn.  Britan,  et  Hibern.  vol.  i.  p.  371,  372.  Thefe  Pearls  are  bred  in  a  particular  Kind  of 
Muflels,  and  the  common  People  call  them  Shell  Berries. 

q  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  fol.  68.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  630.  Gentleman’s  Magazine, 
vol.  xviii.  p.  292. 

1  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  164,  165. 

s  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  85;  vol.  vii.  fol.  71.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  630.  Speed’s 
Britifh  Empire,  fol.  76. 

f  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fol.  61,  62.  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dic¬ 
tionary,  p.  166,  Camdeni  Britannia,  p,  624. 
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It  Is  more  than  probable,  that  the  Importance  of  thefe  Inftances  may  not, 
at  the  firft  Reading,  be  perfectly  underflood,  and  therefore  it  is  fit  that  I 
fhould  explain  it  a  little  farther.  In  confuting  Authors,  from  whom  it  was 
reafonable  to  have  expeCted  the  bell  Account  of  thefe  Coafls,  we  found  them, 
but  more  especially  the  North- Well,  treated  as  Countries  of  fo  little  Hopes,  as 
well  as  of  fo  little  Confequence,  that  they  are  faid  not  to  have  been  furveyed 
at  all  u.  It  was  therefore  high  time  to  fet  this  Matter  in  a  proper  Light,  and 
to  fhew  that  there  cannot  well  be  a  greater  Miflake.  The  Counties  of  Nordi- 
umberland,  Cumberland,  and  Weflmoreland,  with  that  fmall  Part  of  Lanca- 
fhire  called  Fournefs  Fells,  contain  an  Extent  of  Land  double  to  that  of  the 
Province  of  Holland  w  •  but  taking  the  People  in  this  Country  at  their  highefl 
Eflimation,  they  have  never  amounted  to  above  One-eighth  Part  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  that  Province  *.  Yet  it  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  the  Air  of  thefe 
Northern  Countries  is  clear  and  wholfome,  fo  that  the  People  in  general  enjoy 
good  Health,  and  live  to  a  great  Age.  The  Country  is  indeed  in  many  Places 
rocky  and  mountainous  ;  but,  notwithflanding  that,  it  produces  a  great  deal  of 
Corn  5  and  Grafs  enough  to  nourifh  Abundance  of  Cattle  of  a  good  Size,  as 
well  as  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  Sheep  }\  If  we  fhould  allow  One-third  of 
the  whole  Country  to  be  abfolutely  barren,  there  would  be  above  a  Million  and 
a  half  of  Acres  of  profitable  Land  left.  The  Inhabitants,  in  point  of  Parts, 
are  very  ingenious ;  in  point  of  Morals,  fober  and  frugal  j  in  point  of  Indu- 
flry,  hardy,  robufl,  and  indefatigable.  The  Woollen  Manufacture  was  fet  up 
in  thefe  Counties  as  foon  as  in  any  Part  of  England,  and  (till  flourifhes  there 
in  fome  Degree  ^  but  the  true  Reafon  why  the  Numbers  of  People  are  here 
fo  thin,  the  Country  fo  little  improved,  and  thefe  Mountains,  which  thofe 
who  are  the  bell  Judges  confefs  to  be  full  of  Metals  of  all  Kinds,  remain,  in 
a  great  meafure,  though  not  totally,  unwrought ;  is  not  becaufe  Rivers  are 
wanting,  but  becaufe  thofe  Rivers  are  not  hitherto  fo  effectually  improved, 
ror  rendered  navigable,  as  far  as  they  might  be  a.  This,  whenever  performed, 
would  immediately  bring  their  Manufactures  to  a  quick  Market,  and,  by  make- 

u  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis  p.  17.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  18.  Salmon’s  New  Sur¬ 
vey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  636. 

w  Templeman’s  Survey,  PL  i,  ii,  vi.  where  he  computes  thefe  Counties  to  contain  Four  thou- 
fand,  and  the  Province  of  Holland  One  thoufand  eight  hundred,  fquare  Miles. 

x  The  Penfionary  De  Witt  computed  the  Inhabitants  of  Holland  at  Two  Millions  and  a  half. 
Mr.  Burrifh,  in  his  Batavia  illuftrata,  puts  them  at  Three  Millions.  But  Mr.  Templeman  taking 
the  Medium,  fixes  them  at  Two  Millions.  The  People  in  thefe  Counties  are  reckoned  Two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  Souls ;  though  this  may  be  fomewhat  (in  my  own  Opinion)  below  the 
Truth. 

y  See  Speed,  Camden,  and  the  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia ;  as  alfo 
Bourne’s  Hiftory  of  Newcaflle  j  and  Robinfon’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Weflmoreland  and  Cumber¬ 
land. 

31  Stat.  13.  Ric.  II.  cap.  10. 

a  Robinfon’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Weflmoreland  and  Cumberland.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot. 
The  New  Survey  of  the  North-Weft  Coaft  of  England,  in  the  eighteenth  Volume  of  the  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  Magazine. 
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ing  it  eafy  for  the  Inhabitants  to  get  a  Livelihood  on  their  native  Soil,  con-, 
tribute  thereby  to  keep  them  at  home.  In  proportion  as  the  Number  of 
People  increased,  the  Lands  would  be  better  cultivated,  their  Produce  con- 
fumed  upon  the  Spot,  and  their  Mines  wrought,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
acquire  what  would  then  appear  in  their  Conceptions  greater  Conveniencies  b. 
Thus  the  Importance  of  what  I  have  been  fo  ftrenuoully  recommending  evi¬ 
dently  appears  ;  and  though  it  be  true,  that  all  the  Skill  and  Labour  of  Man 
could  never  alter  the  Face  of  this  Country  fo  much  as  to  render  it  a  Paradise, 
yet,  if  there  were  a  Million  of  People  in  it,  which  it  could  very  comfortably 
maintain,  they,  by  bringing  to  Light  the  hidden  Treafures  of  their  defpifed 
Mountains,  would  foon  make  it  the  Land  of  Ophir  ;  and  that,  confidering 
the  Eflimation  Wealth  is  in  at  prefent,  would  do  full  as  well. 

As  great  and  as  evident  as  the  Benefits  refulting  from  navigable  Rivers  ars,. 
yet  we  find  they  have  been  often  negledted  through  an  indolent  Ignorance, . 
and  ftili  mere  frequently  injured  and  impeded  through  the  Self-intereft,  Ma¬ 
lice,  or  Avarice,  of  Men  ;  and,  where-ever  this  has  been  done,  it  ought  to  be 
repaired  and  guarded  againft  for  the  future.  The  City  of  York,  in  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  was  looked  upon  as  a  Sea  Port,  and  furnifhed  one  Vefiel 
to  his  great  Fleet,  with  nine  Men ;  and  though  it  is  not  confidered  in  that 
Light  now,  yet,  I  prefume,  it  has  hill  as  good  a  Title,  fince  Vefiels  of  the 
Burthen  of  feventy  Tons  come  up  the  Oule,  from  the  Humber,  to  this  City,  irt 
confequence  of  many  good  Laws,  fomeof  them  very  late  ones,  for  preferving 
the  Navigation  of  this  River  d ;  which,  as  the  Preambles  of  the  old  Statutes 
recite,  has  been  often  in  very  great  Danger  of  being  totally  ruined,  by  ContrL 
vances  for  the  Catching  of  Fifh  e ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  and  indeed  hardly  to 
be  doubted,  the.  In  ter  elf  of  the  whole  County  being  concerned  in  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  that  Stream,  that  the  public  Advantage  will  ever  take  place,  as  it  ought* 
of  private  Views.  This  will  be  fully  fufficient  to  thofe  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  this  County;  but  my  Subject  requires  that  I  fhould.make  it  flill  plainer,* 
The  River  Darwent  pafifes  by  Malton,  above  which  it  is  navigable,  in  confe-,- 
quence  of  a  late  Statute  fi  The  Swale,  from  Richmond  ;  the  Eure,  from. 
Rippon  and  Boroughbridge ;  the  Wherfe  from  Wetherby  and  Tadcafter;  the 
Aire  from  Leeds;  the  Calder,  from  Wakefield  g;  and  the  Don,  from  Don- 
cafter  and  Rotheram  h  ;  all  carry  their  Waters  into  the  Bed  of  the  Oufe,  and 

b  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  631.  Heton’s  Account  of  Mines,  and  the  great  Benefit  of  them  to 
this  Nation,  p.  153,  154.  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Lancafhire,  &c,  p.  82. 

c  Roll  of  the  great  Fleet  of  Edward  the  Third  before  Calice,  extant  in  the  King’s  great  Ward* 
robe,  tranferibed  into  Haekluyt’s  Colledlion  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  ii8«. 
d  Stat.  13  Ceo.  I.  cap.  33.  Drake’s  Hiftory  of  York,  b.  i.  cap.  7, 
e  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  91.  23  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  18. 

f  Stat.  1  Ann.  St.  i.  cap.  20. 

*  Stat  10  &  11  W.  Ill.  cap.  8. 

b  Stat.  12  Geo.  I.  cap.  38.  13  Geo.  1.  cap.  20.  6  Geo.  II,  cap.  9.  §.  1. 
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travel'  with  that  River  into  the  Humber ;  whence  the  prodigious  Importance 
©f  its  Navigation  becomes  manifeft,  though  to.  exhaufl  this  Subject,  and  to 
give  the  Reader  a  comprehenfive  View  of  the  Value  of  the  Trade  carried  on 
by  thefe  Rivers,  and  the  Profits  arifing  from  the  Manufactures,  upon  which 
this  Trade  in  a  great  meafure  depends,  and  the  Alteration  that  all  this  has 
made,  in  railing  furprifingly  the  Price  of  Lands  in  that  moft  noble  and  exten- 
five  County,  might  make  a  confiderable  Treatife  as  ufefui  and  inflruCtive,  as 
curious  and  entertaining.  But  this  general  Idea  being  enough  to  fet  in  a  true 
Point  of  Light,  how  the  Improvement  of  a  Country  neceflarily  follows  the 
Improvement  of  its  Rivers,  we  proceed. 

The  like  Injuries  have  been  done  to  the  Rivers  that  form  the  Port  of 
Southampton,  and  many  Laws  have  been  made  for  redreffing  and  putting  the 
Fifheries  in  them  under  proper  Regulations  i.  In  point  of  Trade,  this  Port 
has  received  equal  Benefit,  from  the  Favour,  and  Prejudice  from  the  finifter 
Arts,  of  great  Men.  King  Philip  landed  there  when  he  came  to  efpoufe 
Queen  Mary  k,  and,  out  of  AffeCtion  to  the  Place,  procured  them  large  and 
very  advantageous  Privileges ;  which  were  wreffed  from  them  again  by  the 
Ambition  and  Avarice  of  Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicefter,  as  has  been 
before  hinted ;  and  I  mention  it  once  more  as  a  Caution  again  ft  all  Influence 
of  this  Kind,  which  is  utterly  inconhftent  with  the  Views  of  a  wife  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  Interefts  of  a.  free  People.  Nor  will  it  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
that,  if  we  had  Room,  other  Inftances  of  this  Sort  might  be  produced,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  fpoiling  the  Port  of  Exeter  by  Hugh  Courtney,  a  potent  Earl  of 
Devonfhire,  in  order  to  benefit  the  Town  of  Topfham,  where  he  was  Lord 
of  the  Manor  L  But  it  is  not  barely  the  Influence  of  great  Men  that  ought 
to  be  guarded  againft,  but  even  the  felfifh  Views  of  Bodies  of  Men,  as  appears 
from  what  has  been  already  faid  of  the  River  Rother,  the  Navigation  of  which, 
though  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Trade  of  two  great  Counties  m, 
has  been  extremely  prejudiced,  in  order  to  add  a  few  Acres  of  Meadow  Land 
to  private  Property.  The  public  Neceflities,  indeed,  may  well  warrant  the 
Sacrifice  of  any  Conveniency ;  but,  even  then,  the  Mifchief  ought  to  be 
repaired  as  foon,  and  as  effectually,  as  poffible,  and  not  left  unattended  to  for 
Ages,  as  was  the  Cafe  of  the  River  Lea,  or  Lee,  once  navigable  for  Ships  as 
high  as  Hertford.0,,  to  which  the  Danes  came  by  this  River,  in  the  Reign  of 


1  Stat.  ii.  Hen.  VII.  cap.  5  ;  xiv.  and  xv.  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  13.  §.  2. 
k  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  140. 

1  Izack’s  remarkable  Antiquities  of  the  City  of  Exeter,  p.  27,  38,  40,  44. 
m  Lelandi,  Comment,  in  cygneam  Cantionem,  p.  75.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiflo- 
rical  Dictionary,  p.  312.  Magna  Britannia  et  Hibernia,  vol.  v.  p.  500. 

n  There  is  an  entertaining  Account  of  this  River  in  an  old  Treatife,  entitled;  “  A  Tale  of  two 
Swannes,  wherein  is  comprehended  the  Original  and  Increafe  of  the  River  Lee,  commonly  called 
Ware  River  :  Together  with  the  Antiquitie  of  fundrie  Places  and  Townes  feated  upon  the  fame* 
Pleafant  to-be  read,  and  not  altogether  unprofitable  to  be  underftood,  by  W.  Vallans,  London, 
1590,  40.”  Reprinted  b.y  Mr.  Hearne,  in  the  fifth  Volume  of  Leland’s  Itinerary. 

4.  King, 
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King  Alfred,  who  having  blocked  them  up  in  the  Fortrefs  which  they  haftily 
■erected  there,  deprived  them  of  their  Ships,  either  by  damming  up  the  Stream, 
fo  as  to  force  it  to  flow  over  all  the  flat  Country  adjacent,  as  fome  fay  or 
by  cutting  three  new  Channels,  as  others  report  p.  But  in  whatever  Way  it 
was  done,  the  River  was  fpoiled,  till  within  fomewhat  more  than  a  Century 
pad  q,  when,  with  great  Labour  and  Expence,  it  was  fo  far  repaired,  and  the 
Navigation  of  it  reftored,  that,  as  we  fee  at  this  Day,  with  equal  Conveniency 
to  this  City,  and  the  County  of  Hertford,  Barges  now  come  down  from  Ware 
with  Malt  and  Corn,  into  the  Thames,  and  return  again  laden  with  Coals  \ 

There  is  another  Circumftance  in  regard  to  Rivers,  which  ought  not  to  be 
pafled  over  in  Silence,  becaufe,  though  hitherto  pradtifed  in  few  Indances,  it 
may  pofiibly  be  found  ufeful  and  imitable  in  others.  The  ancient  Town  of 
Beverley,  in  Yorkfhire,  .derived  to  itfelf  a  very  beneficial  Trade  by  a  Cut 
or  Canal,  commonly  called  Beverley  Beck,  of  fomething  more  than  three 
Quarters  of  a  Mile,  into  the  River  Hull  s.  At  what  Time  this  was  made  does 
not  appear.  It  was  regarded  as  a  Work  of  Antiquity  in  the  Reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  when  Veflels  of  confiderable  Burthen  failed  up  through  it  from 
the  Humber,  taking  their  Cargoes  on  board,  and  unloading  thofe  Cargoes,  at 
the  Staiths  of  the  refpedtive  Traders  to  whom  they  were  configned,  and  this 
to  the  no  fmall  Emolument  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Beverley  t.  But  through 
the  Alteration  of  Times,  and  the  Want  of  a  proper  Fund,  this  Cut  or  Canal 
not  only  became  in  a  manner  ufelefs,  but  was  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
Nufance  u  5  till,  by  an  Ad:  of  Parliament,  within  our  own  Memory,  it  was 
cleanfed,  made  navigable  again,  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  the  Trade  of  the 
Town  redored,  not  only  to  the  Benefit  of  the  People  of  this  Town  in  parti¬ 
cular,  but  in  general  of  the  Country  alfo  in  its  Neighbourhood  w.  We  have 
already  remarked  fomething  of  the  fame  Kind  in  refped  to  the  City  of  Chi- 
cheder,  which  has  been  equally  iuccefsful  *,  and  the  Precedent  therefore 
deferves  to  be  recommended.  But  where-ever  this  fhall  be  found  pradicable, 
it  will  be  found  as  expedient  to  provide  Funds  for  the  Support  of  fuch  navigable 

°  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  96,  97.  Florent.  Wigorn. 

p  Henr.  Huntingt.  Spelman’s  Life  of  Alfred,  publifhed  by  T.  Hearne,  p.  88.  Selden’s  Notes 
on  the  twelfth  Canto  of  Drayton’s  Polyolbion. 

“5  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Canto  1 6,  where  we  have  the  Complaint  of  the  River  Lee,  for  this 
Injury,  very  pathetically  told. 

r  Chauncey’s  Hiflory  of  Hertford fhire,  p.  3.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden. 

5  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Kifiorical  Didlionary,  p.  28.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  573. 
.Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  .Song  28. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  50 — 53  ;  vol.  vii.  fol.  54. 

u  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Magna  Britannia  et  Hibernia, 
voLvi.  p.  549.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  147. 

w  Stat.  xiii.  Geo.  1.  cap.  4.  By  which  not  only  the  neceflary  Powers  are  granted  for  cleanfing 
•and  widening  the  Cut,  but  Tolls  alio  for  keeping  it  in  Repair. 

x  Stat.  xxvii.  Eliz.  cap.  22.  §.  2.  Magna  Britannia  et  Hibernia,  vol.  v.  p.  536.  Brome’s 
^Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  271 .  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  1 1. 
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Canals,  which  are,  in  truth,  a  kind  of  artificial  Rivers,  as  for  the  original  Coft 
of  making  them ;  fmce,  like  all  other  Works  of  Art,  through  the  natural 
Indolence  of  Men,  and  their  Inclination  to  enjoy  the  prefent  Profit,  and  throw 
the  Burthen  on  Poflerity,  they  will  foon  fall  to  Decay,  and  all  the  Advantages 
that  were  procured  by,  will  fink  with  them. 

After  all  that  has  been  faia  in  reference  to  augmenting  the  Number, 
and  removing  Obftru&ions  in  any  of  our  navigable  Rivers,  we  will  clofe  this 
Part  of  our  Subject  with  obferving,  that  fome  Improvements  may  be  made 
even  in  thofe  that  are  moft  considerable,  and,  of  confequence,  new  Helps 
furniflied  to  their  Commerce.  The  Tyne,  though  fo  beautiful,  and,  in  other 
refpeCts,  fo  commodious  a  River,  as  to  afford  a  lafe  Harbour  for  a  thoufand  Sail 
of  large  Ships  y,  yet  has  a  Bar  of  Sand  at  the  Mouth  of  it,  on  which  there  is 
not  above  two  Fathom  at  Low  Water,  and  about  three  and  an  half  at  High  ; 
which  renders  it  difficult  and  dangerous  at  the  Entrance,  more  especially  as 
there  lie  near  it  certain  Rocks,  called  the  Black  Middens,  which  add  not  a 
little  to  this  Inconvenience  z.  It  is  true,  the  Trinity-Houfe  of  Newcaffle 
maintain  Lights  for  the  Direction  of  Veffels ;  and  the  Seamen  are  fo  expert, 
that  Sometimes  feveral  hundred  Ships  that  lie  waiting  for  a  Wind,  unmoor, 
and  fail  over  the  Bar,  without  the  leaft  Accident  a.  But,  notwithstanding  this, 
it  would  be  an  inexpreffible  Advantage  if,  through  the  Exertion  of  Art, 
Labour,  and  Expence,  thefe  Impediments  could  be  either  wholly,  or  in  a 
great  meafure  removed.  We  have  before  hinted  that  fomething  is  requilite 
to  render  the  Navigation  of  the  Tees  more  Safe  and  convenient,  which  would 
be  attended  with  very  Signal  Benefits,  Since,  in  all  Probability,  Yarom, 
which  was  once  a  considerable  Place,  might  again  revive ;  nor  would  this  be 
lefs  advantageous  for  Darlington,  which  is  one  of  the  greateft  Markets  for  the 
Linen  Manufacture  in  England  L 

The  thorough  Improvement  of  the  Dee  has  been  long  expeCted,  feveral 
Laws  have  been  paffed  to  encourage,  and  alfo  to  facilitate,  the  Endeavours  of 
the  Undertakers  c,  and  there  is  at  prefent  good  ReaSon  to  hope,  that,  as  it  is 
now  carried  on,  it  will  in  Time,  and  that  no  long  Time  either,  be  crowned 
with  SucceSs.  There  was,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  an  ACt 
of  Parliament  paffed  for  improving  the  Navigation  of  the  Medway,  above 
the  Town  of  Maidftone,  in  order  to  bring  with  greater  Eafe  to  the  Royal 
Yards,  Ship  Timber,  Iron  Ordnance,  and  other  Naval  Stores,  from  the  Wealds 
of  Suffex  and  Kent  and  for  explaining,  amending,  and  carrying,  of  this 

i  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  5. 

z  Bourn’s  Hiftory  of  Newcaflle,  p.  178.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  7. 

3  Magna  Britannia  et  Hibernia,  vol.  iii.  p.  608.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  5. 

b  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  6.  Additions  to  the  Englifn.  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

«  Stat.  vi.  Geo.  II.  cap,  30.  6.  2  ;  xxvi.  Geo.  II. 

*  This  Aft  of  16  &  17  of  Charles  II.  appears  to  have  been  a  private  Aft. 
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Law  into  Execution,  there  was  another  Statute,  made  almoR  twenty  Years 
ago;  and  indeed  the  Thing  is  of  fuch  great  Coniequence,  that  it  ought  to 
he  kept  as  much  as  poflible  in  public  View,  till  it  can  be  fully  completed.  In 
.regard  even  to  the  River  of  Thames,  there  have  been  Sufpicions,  that,  through 
Want  of  Attention,  the  Bottom  hath  been  buffered  to  rife,  and  the  Stream  of 
Courfe  to  become  Iefs  deep  f.  King  Charles  the  Second,  who  was  very  intel¬ 
ligent  in,  and  very  attentive  to  Things  of  this  Nature,  is  laid  to  have  had 
<two  very  exadt  Surveys  made,  one  of  the  feveral  Depths  of  the  River  below 
Bridge,  which  was  executed  by  Sir  Jonas  Moore ;  the  other,  of  the  Encroach¬ 
ments  made  upon  it,  by  Mr.  Collins,  both  very  able  Men  g ;  which  Surveys 
were  probably  lodged  with  the  Brethren  of  Trinity  Houfe.  From  the  former  of 
thele  it  appeared,  that,  between  the  ReRoration  and  the  Year  1676,  the  Bed  of 
vthe  River  had  rifen  above  four  Feet  L  The  many  Inconveniencies  that  muff 
.follow  from  the-Continuance  of  this  Mifchief,  even  to  fo  noble  a  River  as  this 
is,  may  be  eafily  apprehended,  and  with  far  greater  Facility  prevented  by 
timely  Remedies,  than  they  could  be  removed  by  any,  when  Experience  comes 
to  give  TeRimony  of  their  bad  Effedts  i.  We  fee,  therefore,  in  how  many 
Refpedts  the  Rivers  of  South  Britain  Rill  demand  the  Care,  and  of  confequence, 
.are  capable  of  rewarding  the  Attention,  of  the  prefent  Age  k,  as  well  as  they 
did  thofe  of  our  AnceRors  ;  and  that  there  is  no  Doubt  to  be  made,  the  Bene¬ 
fits  derived  from  them  may  be  pufhed  much  farther  than  at  prefent,  as  well  as 
many  new  ones  added  to  their  Number,  by  our  InduRry  and  Perl'everance. 

The  Kindnefs  of  Providence,  in  this  plenteous  Difpofition  of  ufeful  and 
pleafant  Rivers  through  the  Kingdom  of  England,  or  South  Britain,  though, 
limply  confidered,  very  confpicuous,  is  neverthelefs  as  remarkable  through 
-the  Principality  of  Wales,  which,  for  its  Extent,  enjoys,  in  this  relpedt,  what¬ 
ever  is  capable  of  exciting  a  prudent  InduRry,  to  improve,  by  Labour  and  Skill, 
the  Bounties  bellowed  by  Nature  to  the  moR  beneficial  Purpofes.  The 
County  of  Monmouth  being  anciently  and  naturally  a  Welch,  though  now 
reckoned  an  Englilh  County,  we  will  begin  with  that,  and  fo  pafs  round  from 
the  Severn  Sea,  to  what  is  called  by  Seamen  the  Water  of  CheRer,  and  with 
.us,  the  Influx  of  the  Dee.  Both  in  their  Origin  Welch  Streams,  though  South 
Britain  enjoys  them  in  their  nobleR  State,  and  is  enriched  by  the  commodious 

e  The  Title  of  this,  which  was  a  public  Statute,  was,  “  An  Aft  to  revive,  explain,  and  amend, 
an  A<5t  of  the  1 6  &  17  of  Charles  II.  entitled,  An  A6t  for  rendering  the  River  Medway  navigable 
.through  the  Counties  of  Kent  and  Suffex.” 

f  Harris’s  Hiflory  of  Kent,  B.  i.  P.  iii.  p.  358. 

8  See  the  Life  of  the  Right  Honourable  Francis  North,  Lord  Guilford,  p.  286. 

h  The  King,  by  his  own  Experiments,  is  laid  to  have  found  it  fome  Years  before,  rifen  above 
Three  Feet,  which  probably  produced  thofe  Surveys. 

i  Several  Engines  have  been  invented  for  cleanfing  Rivers,  and  fome  have  been  encouraged  here 
.by  Parliament. 

k  Another,  and  very  cogent  Argument,  is  the  great  Eafe  with  which,  on  proper  Application, 
jLaws  of  this  Kind  are  now  obtained. 

Ports, 
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Ports,  formed  by  their  PafTage  into  the  Sea ;  though,  in  doing  this,  thofe 
Rivers  look  again  upon  the  Land  from  which  they  fprung. 

The  Wye,  which  the  Natives  call  the  Gwy,  or  Gouwy,  in  Latin  Vaga,  has  its 
Source  within  a  Mile  of  thofe  of  the  Severn,  in  Montgomeryshire  ;  and  divid¬ 
ing  Radnorfhire  from  Brecknockfhire,  pafles  into  Herefordshire,  and  then  enters 
Monmouthshire,  where  it  receives  the  Munnow,  a  little  below  Monmouth, 
and  rolls  with  an  augmented  Stream  to  Chepftow,  which  in  Saxon  Signifies 
the  Market,  and  two  Miles  below  falls  into  the  Severn  Sea,  after  a  Courfe  of 
more  than  fifty  Miles  h  Chepftow,  called  by  the  Britons  Caftlewent,  is  a 
good  Town,  and  has  a  considerable  inland  Trade,  a  tolerable  Port,  in  which 
the  Tide  rifes  to  an  extraordinary  Height.  The  Inhabitants  being  remarkably 
a£tive  and  induftrious,  draw  to  themfelves  a  large  Share  of  Trade  from  the 
adjacent  Counties,  which  abound  in  Com  and  Provifions,  and  have  a  great 
Intercourfe,  by  the  Distribution  and  Exportation  of  what  they  thus  receive, 
with  Gloucester  and  Bristol  m.  The  Uike,  by  the  Natives  Uyfc,  in  Latin  Ifca, 
and  Ifcelegia,  rifing  on  the  Weft  Side  of  Brecknockfhire,  runs  a  South-East 
Courfe  through  that  County  and  MonmouthShire ;  and  having  wafhed  Aber¬ 
gavenny,  Ulke,  and  Carleon,  at  length  turning  diredtly  South,  reaches  the 
Severn  Sea  below  Newport,  by  the  Britons  named  Y  Cafielh  Newydh, 
where  the  River  Ebwith  alfo  discharges  its  Waters,  which  together  make  a 
commodious  Haven  for  VefTels  of  a  moderate  Size  n.  There  are,  befides 
thele,  at  leaSt  five  very  considerable  Rivers  that  fall  into  the  Sea  on  the  Coaft 
of  Monmouthlhire. 

The  River  Rhymny,  or  Rompney,  as  we  find  it  commonly  written,  divides 
Monmouth  from  Glamorganshire.  Caerdiff,  which  the  Britons  call  Caer  Dyv, 
or  Caer  Dydh,  Hands  a  little  above  the  Mouth  of  the  River  TafF,  and  has  a 
tolerable  Port,  in  which  more  Bulinefs  is  done  than  in  any  of  the  former, 
which,  in  the  Cuftom  Houle  Dialed!,  are  Creeks  to  this  A  little  farther  to 

J  Giraldi  Cambrenfis,  Itinerarium  Cambriae,  lib.  ii.  cap.  2.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vo].  iv.  fob 
176  a,  v.  9,  10.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  68.  Lambard’s  Topographical  Diction¬ 
ary,  p.  426.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  4.  Camdeni  Britannia,  London,  1607,  p.  437.  Cam* 
bria  Triumphans,  or  Britain  in  its  perfeCt  Luftre,  (hewing  the  Origin  and  Antiquity  of  that  illu- 
ftrious  Nation  ;  the  Succeflion  of  their  Kings  and  Princes,  from  the  firft  to  King  Charles  of  happy 
Memory;  the  Defcription  of  the  Country;  the  fliltory  of  the  ancient  and  modern  Eftate  5  the 
Manner  of  the  Invefiiture  of  the  Princes ;  with  the  Coats  of  Arms  of  the  Nobility ;  by  Percy 
Enderbie,  London,  1661,  Fol.  p.  215.  Rogers’s  Memoirs  of  Monmouth  {hire,  chap.  i. 

m  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  Cutler’s  Coafiing  Pilot,  p.  16.  Rogers’s  Memoirs  of  Monmouth- 
{hire,  chap.  i. 

s  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  7.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  74,  75.  Sir  John 
Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  20.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p,  492.  Enderbie’s  Hiltory  of  Wales, 
p.  216.  Rogers’s  Memoirs  of  Monmou thfhire,  chap,  i  and  ii. 

0  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambria;,  p.  29.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  497. 
Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the  Britith  Cuftoms,  p.  383. 
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the  Weft,  the  Eliiy  falls  into  the  Sea,  near  Pcnnarth,  which  is  alfo  a  Creek  p. 
Cowbridge,  in  the  Language  of  the  Natives,  Y  vont  baen,  that  is,  the  Stone 
Bridge,  is  a  Place  of  fome  Note,  a  few  Miles  above  the  Haven,  made  by  the 
Thawe,  which  falls  into  the  Sea  between  Eaft  Aberthawe  and  Weft  Aber- 
thawe  <1.  Ogmore,  perhaps  for  Eogmor,  that  is,  Salmon-Water,  is  a  River 
of  confiderable  Size  and  Courfe,  which,  before  it  falls  into  the  Sea,  is  joined 
by  the  Ewenny  l  The  Avon,  at  no  great  Diftance,  meets  the  Sea  a  very 
little  below  Aberavon  s.  Several  Rivers  uniting  with  the  Neath,  or,  as  the 
Natives  call  it,  Nethe ;  by  Leland  ftiled  in  Latin,  Nidus,  pafling  by  the  old 
Town  of  that  Name,  which  of  late  begins  once  more  to  flourifh,  form  a  little 
Llaven  at  Briton  Ferry  t.  The  principal  Place  of  Trade,  however,  in  this 
County,  is  what  by  the  Britons  was  called  Aber  Tawi,  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  Tawi;  by  the  Saxons,  Swinefea,  from  Porpoifes,  or  Sea  Hogs,  common 
in  thefe  Parts  j  and  in  our  Days  Swanfey,  or  Swanzy,  from  an  ill-caught 
Sound,  without  any  Meaning  at  all ;  where  Ships  refort  from  different  Parts  y 
and,  on  Account  of  Coal  and  Culm  lent  to  Briftol,  and  its  having  a  conftant 
Intercourfe  with  London,  Buftnefs  is  very  brifk  u.  It  is  a  Member  of  the 
Port  of  Caerdiff,  and  has  fome  Creeks  belonging  to  it  w. 

As  foon  as  we  proceed  into  Caermarthenfhire,  or,  as  the  Britons  call  it, 
Caermardynfhire,  we  meet  with  Llanelthy,  at  the  Mouth  of  a  little  River, 
which  affords  a  tolerable  Haven.  The  County  Town,  Caermardhyn,  which 
Leland  calls  in  Latin,  Maridunum,  is  juftly  efteemed  the  politeft  Place  in  South 
Wales  5  and  is  at  the  fame  time  celebrated  for  Induftry  and  Attention  to 
Trade,  lies  on  the  Towy;  and  Veffels  of  the  Burthen  of  an  hundred  Tons 
come  up  to  the  Town,  which  is  healthy,  neat,  and  thriving  *.  We  are  affured 
by  Speed,  that  in  this  County  there  are  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  Rivers  and 
Rivulets  worthy  of  Notice  y. 

i 

In  Penbrokefhire  we  meet  with  every  thing  fuitable  to  its  ancient  Britiftx 
Name,  implying  that  it  is  a  maritime  County ;  and  fo,  without  Difpute,  it  is, 
if  there  be  one  in  the  World.  Of  the  Bay  of  Tenby,  mention  will  be  made 

p  Edvardi  Luidii  Adverfaria,  p.  3.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the  Brithh  Cuftoms,  p.  383. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  497.  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  19.  Lambard’s 
Topographical  and  Hiflorical  Dictionary,  p.  78. 

r  Edvardi  Luidii  Adverfaria,  p.  4.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  4. 

8  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  19.  Harrifon’s  Description  of  Britain,  p.  73, 

'  Giraldi  Cambrenfis,  Itinerarium  Cambriae,  lib.  cap.  8.  Lelandi,  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Prin- 
cipis  Cambria?,  p.  36.  Lambard’s  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  236.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of 
Britain,  p.  76.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  497,  498. 

u  Girald  Cambria  Itinerar.  Lelandi,  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambria?,  p.  36.  Lam* 
bard’s  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  340.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  500. 
w  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the  Britifh  Cuftoms,  p.  383. 

*  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambria,  voce,  Maridunum.  Lambard’s  Topographical 
Dictionary,  p.  57.  Camdeni  Britannia. 
y  Cutler’s  Coalting  Pilot,  p,  id. 
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in  its  proper  Place.  The  Weftern  Cledheu  rifes  in  the  midft  of  the  Shire, 
and  running  South-Eaft,  joins  the  Kollel,  or,  as  it  fhould  be  written,  Cyihelh  ; 
after  which  it  continues  its  Courfe,  and,  with  a  copious  Stream,  vifits  Haver- 
ford  weft,  by  the  Britons  called  Hurlforth,  which,  though  roughly  feated,  and 
built  irregularly,  on  the  Defcent  of  a  Hill,  is,  neverthelefs,  a  fair  and  flourifli- 
ing  Town,  and  for  this  Reafon  made  a  County  of  itfelf,  and  daily  increafing 
in  domeftic  Trade,  and  foreign  Commerce  z. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark  (becaufe  it  is  not  commonly  known),  that  this 
is  on  good  Grounds  held  to  have  been  the  very  Cradle  of  our  Woollen  Manu¬ 
facture.  We  have  two  diftinCt  Accounts  of  the  fettling  of  the  Flemings  in 
this  DiftriCt  of  Rofs,  in  Penbrokefhire.  The  one  is,  that  efcaping  from  a  Hid¬ 
den  Inundation  of  the  Sea,  which  fwallowed  up  that  Part  of  Flanders  in  which 
they  dwelt,  Henry  the  Firft  invited  them  over  hither,  and  fent  them  to  inhabit 
this  Part  of  Wales.  The  other,,  which  feems  to  be  the  more  probable  of  the 
two,  and  related  by  a  contemporary  Hiftorian,  is,  that  they  came  over  at  differ¬ 
ent  Times  with  the  Conqueror,  and  that  his  Son,  Henry  the  Firft,  partly  out  of 
pique  to  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  and  partly  to  make  Court  to  the  Englifh  Nation, 
refolved  to  drive  thefe  Flemings,  though  they  had  ferved  his  Father  well,  out  of 
England  ;  but  was  at  length  prevailed  upon  by  his  Mother,  Queen  Matilda,  to. 
defift  from  this  Defign,  and  to  fix  them  here  in  Wales.  It  is  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  thefe  Flemings  were  hearty  Friends  to  the  Englifh  Intereft ;  and 
our  old  Authors  unanimoufly  concur  in  giving  them  an  excellent  Character. 
They  fay,  that  they  were  hardy  in  the  Field,  indefatigable  in  improving  their 
Lands,  afliduous  in  Trade,  diligent  in  their  Manufactures ;  and  that  the  fame 
Spirit" which  they  dilcovered  in  improving  the  Country  during  a  Timeof  Peace, 
they  manifefted  in  defending  it  when  attacked  by  the  Welch  ;  and  their  Wri¬ 
ters  fay  the  fame  thing,  and  that,  from  their  Language  and  their  Complexions, 
the  Inhabitants  of  Rofs  plainly  fliewed  themfelves  to  be  a  diftinCt  People,  and 
not  of  the  fame  Race  with  the  other  Inhabitants  of  this  County  *. 

Thence  this  River  rolling  on,  meets  with  the  Eaftern  Cledheu,  which 
rifing  on  the  Defcent  of  Wrenny-vaur,  or  Wrenny-vair  Hill,  by  a  South-Weft 
Courfe  blends  its  Waters  with  thofe  of  its  Sifter  River,  and  running  firft  South, 
and  then  South-Weft,  rufh  together  through  Milfordhaven,  which  Giraldus 
ftiles  in  Latin,  Milverdicus  Portus,  into  the  Irifh  Sea  L  This  famous  Port  the 

2  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fob  28.  Lambard’s  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  147.  Harri- 
fon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  78.  E.  Luidii  Adverfaria,  p.  14.  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription 
of  Wales,  p.  18. 

a  Giraldi  Cambrenfis,  Itinerar.  Cambriae,  lib.  i.  cap.  11.  Gulielm.  Malmfbur.  lib.  v.  H. 
Lhuyd,  Defcript.  Britan,  fob  47.  See  alfo  Doctor  Powel’sNote  on  Girald’s  Account.  Lambard’s 
T°P°graphical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  147. 

b  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  5.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  510,  51 1.  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcrip¬ 
tion  of  Wales,  p.  1 8. 
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Britons  called  Aberdoygledheu,  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  The  Mouth  of 
the  two  Swords  (for  Cledheu  fignifies  a  Sword),  thereby  plainly  and  truly 
attributing  it  to  thefe  two  Rivers.  We  are  told,  that  within  its  Bofcm  there 
are  five  large  Bays,  thirteen  good  Roads,  and  fixteen  fafe  Creeks,  in  which, 
without  a  Figure,  a  thoufand  Ships  of  any  Size  may  lie,  and  not  diflurb 
‘each  other  It  is  commonly  allowed,  nor  indeed  can  the  Truth  of  it  be 
difputed,  that  the  Haven  of  Milford  is  the  moft  capacious,  the  moft  commo¬ 
dious,  and  the  moft  fecure  Port,  in  the  Britifh  Iflands. 

But,  even  in  this  fingular  and  wonderful  Place,  there  are  many  Harbours 
that  want  Repair ;  and  fome  very  ufeful  Improvements  might  be  made  in 
others.  As  for  Infiance,  in  Nangle  Road,  in  Milfordhaven,  at  about  half 
Flood,  all  Nangle  Slutch  is  covered ;  about  the  Middle  of  which  Slutch,  or 
Ooze,  there  lie  a  Parcel  of  draggling  Stones,  called  the  Oyfter  Rocks,  mod  of 
them  loofe,  and  about  four  Foot  high,  which  render  the  Place  very  dangerous 
for  Veflels  that  are  obliged  to  run  in  there  when  it  blows  too  hard  in  the 
Road  ;  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  they  do  not  appear  at  Low  Water  Nep-Tides, 
being  Quarter-tide  Stones.  Thefe,  and  the  Stones  on  Nangle  Point,  may  be 
removed  at  the  Expence  of  One  hundred  Pounds.  Dale  Road  and  Harbour 
is  a  ready  Outlet  for  fmall  Veffels,  where  they  may  ride  in  two  or  three  Fathom 
at  Low  W; ater.  The  Pier,  which  lies  now  in  Ruins,  would  be  very  ufeful  if 
repaired.  In  the  Time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  before  the  Spanifh  Invafion, 
there  were  two  Forts,  begun  at  the  Entrance  of  Milford,  one  on  each  Side, 
as  may  be  feen  in  Speed’s  Maps,  called  Nangle  and  Dale  Block  Houfes,  but 
were  never  finifhed.  The  Situation  of  thefe  Block  Houfes  was  very  ill  chofen, 
fince  a  Veffel  being  obliged  to  bring  to,  before  fhe  is  well  in  the  Mouth  of 
the  Haven,  may  either  drive  afhore  on  the  Rocks,  and  be  loft,  or  at  leaft  mifs 
the  Harbour.  A  fmall  Fort  might  be  built  on  the  Stack,  and  another  on 
Sandy  Haven  Point,  which  would  command  the  Entrance  of  Milford  Haven,, 
and  not  be  liable  to  the  former  Objection,  or  in  any  Degree  prejudice  our  own 
Shipping.  Pennarmouth,  is  the  Opening  of  that  Branch  of  the  Haven  upon 
which  Penbroke  Town  lies,  where  the  Cuftom  Houfe  of  Milford  is  kept. 
The  Entrance  or  Breadth  between  Rock  and  Rock,  is  but  Two  hundred 
Yards  at  High  Water,  and  One. hundred  and  twelve  Yards  at  Low  Water, 
and  from  nine  to  twelve  Foot  deep.  The  Navigation  up  this  River  to 
Penbroke  Town  is  much  impeded,  by  the  Rubbiih  of  the  Limeftone  Quar¬ 
ries  being  thrown  into  the  River ;  which  ought  to  be  prevented,  or  the  Place, 
in  Procefs  of  Time,  will  be  flopped  up.  Within  Pennarmouth  a  Dock  might 
be  made,  which  would  contain  all  the  Veffels  in  England,  and  which  would 
be,  perhaps,  the  greateft  Thing  in  the  whole  World  of  that  Kind. 

c  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  78.  Cam  deni  Britannia,  p.  510.  Cutler’s  Coa/ting 

Pilot,  p.  16. 
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The  Carrs  form  a  Ridge  of  rocky  Ground,  that  runs  almoft  crofs  Miiford- 
haven,  from  Paterchurch,  towards  Llanftadwell,  where  it  makes  the  Channel 
narrow  and  difficult  for  Strangers  to  follow  3  and  as  it  doth  not  appear  at  Low 
Water  Nep-tides,  it  renders  the  Place  more  hazardous.  A  Pier  of  Stones- 
might  be  made  upon  that  Ridge,  which  would  make  to  the  EafLvard  of  it 
a  Harbour  not  to  be  equalled  in  Great  Britain.  Nayland  is  the  Place  where 
Sugars  from  Ireland  are  dilcharged,  and  pay  the  Englifh  Duty  at  Penbroke 3 
and  here  Woollen  Yarn  from  Ireland  was  imported,  when  Milfordhaven  was 
one  of  the  Ports  allowed  by  Adt  of  Parliament,  but  now  all  are  open.  At  this 
Place  there  is  alfo  a  Salt  Refinery,  which  fupplies  the  whole  Country.  Here 
might  be  made  a  Dock  a  Mile  and  a  Quarter  in  Length,  and  Veffels  might  lie  at 
the  Dock  Head  in  four,  fix,  or  eight,  Fathom  Water.  Laurenny  is  a  Creek 
where  large  Ships  take  in  Coal  and  Culm,  which  are  brought  them  in  Barges 
from  Creffwell,  and  they  may  lie  here  fafe  in  three  Fathom  at  Low  Water  3 
but  the  Place  will  be  inevitably  fpoiled  in  a  few  Years,  unlefs  Care  is  taken  to 
prevent  Veffels  throwing  their  Ballads  out  in  the  Channel.  Blacktar  Key,. 
Lanfhipping,  Hook,  Little  Milford,  Blackhill  Key,  &c.  are  alfo  Creeks  higher 
up  in  Milfordhaven,  where  fmall  Yelfels  load  Coal,  Culm,  and  Corn  <*. 

This  maritime  County  affords  us  two  more  fine  Rivers.  The  firfl  of  thefe 
is  the  Gwyne,  which  falls  into  the  Sea  below  Fifcard,  by  the  Inhabitants  called 
Abergwayne,  where  a  fmall  dry  Harbour  might  be  made  for  the  Fiffiery,  and 
other" Veffels,  by  repairing  the  upper  Pier,  and  extending  it  twenty  Yards, 
at  the  Charge  of  perhaps  two  or  three  hundred  Pounds.  But  a  very  excel¬ 
lent  Road  might  be  made,  by  filling  up  the  Sound  between  the  Rocks  called 
the  Cow  and  Calf,  and  the  Shore  3  the  Expence  would  not  be  above  five 
thoufand  Pounds,  there  being  Plenty  of  large  ioofe  Stones  near  at  hand.  The 
other  is  the  Newerne,  which  fails  into  the  Sea  at  Newport,  named  by  the  Bri¬ 
tons,  Trafdraeth,  in  Latin,  Neveria.  This  was  formerly  a  very  fafe  Port  3  at 
prefent  it  is  juft  the  contrary,  from  the  Rivers  being  drove  to  the  Rocks  on 
the  South  Side.  There  are  many  old  Piles  to  be  feen  at  Low  Water  Mark, 
where  the  Bar  has  formerly  been,  and  where  it  Rill  ought  to  be,  which  by 
drawing  Porcupines,  that  is,  large  Rollers  armed  with  Iron  Spikes,  towed  by 
Boats  over  the  Sand  Bank,  which  might  be  done,  would  reduce  the  River  into 
its  old  Channel,  and  refiore  the  Port  e. 

The  County  of  Penbroke  abounds  in  many  ufeful  Commodities,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  great  Quantities  of  that  Sort  of  Coal  called  Stone  Coal,  the  fmall 
Pieces  of  which  are  ftiled  Culm,  which  is  very  ufeful  in  drying  Malt,  and 
is  the  cheapeft  and  belt  Firing  in  the  World  for  Hot-houfes  or  Garden 

Stat.  xxvi.  Geo.  II.  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  14,  15.  ^ 

*  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambriae,  p.  3b.  Harrifou  s  Description  of  Britan?, 
p.  79.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  518.  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  1 7*  Morris  s 
Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  12,  13. 
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Stoves,  burning  long  with  a  bright  red  Colour,  and  with  very  little  Flame  or 
Smoak,  affording  at  the  fame  time  a  Strong  and  equal  Heat.  There  is  alfo 
near  Newport  a  good  Quarry  of  Slate.  In  the  Sea  Cliffs,  about  Milfordhaven, 
appears  Veins  of  Copper  Ore,  of  grey  and  purple,  which  are  commonly  very 
rich,  and  alfo  of  the  yellow  or  fulphurous  Kind.  Limeffone  is  in  fuch  plenty, 
that  the  Inhabitants  ufe  great  Quantities  in  the  Improvement  of  their  arable 
Land,  which  produces  Wheat,  Barley,  Oats,  and  Rye,  fo  that  they  export  about 
Twenty-five  thoufand  Quarters  yearly,  and  poflibly  as  many  Chaldrons  of 
Coal.  At  Milfordhaven  there  are  excellent  Oyfters,  which  are  exported  to  Hol¬ 
land,  and  other  Places  3  and  on  the  Porgus  Bank,  which  lies  about  two 
Leagues  South-Weff  of  St.  Anne’s  Light-houfes,  Turbot  and  Cod  were  for¬ 
merly  taken  in  vaff  Quantities,  and  may  be  ftill  taken,  as  I  was  informed  by  a 
very  worthy  Gentleman  of  this  Country,  who  had  a  Seat  near  the  Sea  Coaft  f 

The  Tyvye  feparates  Penbroke  from  Cardiganshire.  This  River  flowing 
from  a  Lake  on  the  Eaff  Side  of  the  County,  after  running  a  South-Weft 
Courfe  of  between  thirty  and  forty  Miles,  rolls  into  the  Irifh  Sea  two  Miles 
below  Cardigan,  called  from  thence  by  the  Britons,  Aberteivi 3  to  which  it 
yields  a  good,  and,  on  account  of  the  valuable  Lead  Mines  in  this  Country, 
a  well  frequented  Haven.  The  Rheidiol  is  another  copious  Stream,  iffuing 
out  of  that  great  Storehoufe  of  Waters,  Plinillimon  Hill,  riling  within  a  Mile 
of  the  Wye,  and  within  thrice  that  Diftance  of  the  Severn’s  Source.  After  a 
moderate  Progrefs  to  the  South-Weft,  having  the  Yftwyth  running  the  fame 
Courfe,  at  no  great  Diftance,  they  fall,  yet  without  joining,  fo  near  toge¬ 
ther  into  the  Sea,  as  to  afford,  or  at  leaft  to  have  once  afforded,  a  tolerable 
Haven  to  Aberyftwyth,  which,  though  Standing  on  the  former  of  thofe 
Rivers,  takes  its  Name  from  the  latter,  and  is  ftill  a  Port  of  fome  little  Trade, 
but  at  the  fame  time  if  a  fmall  Expence  was  bellowed,  capable  of  much 
more  than  it  has  g.  I  will  take  the  Liberty,  therefore,  of  adding  here  fome 
farther  Account  of  this,  at  prefent,  almoft  ufelefs  Haven,  and  the  Means  that 
have  been  propoled  for  reftoring  it.  There  is  in  the  Neighbourhood,  as  we 
Shall  prefently  fee,  one  of  the  greateft  Fisheries  in  Wales  3  but  there  is  at 
leaft  One-half  of  the  Sealon  commonly  loft  for  want  of  a  good  Harbour  3 
which  alfo  would  be  very  convenient  in  this  Bay  for  the  fake  of  fuch  of  our 
Shipping  as  are  many  times  drove  in  here  by  Strefs  of  Weather,  and  through 
the  Defedts  and  Decay  of  this  Port,  are  too  commonly  either  Stranded  or  loft. 
Aberyftwyth  Bar  is  often  choaked  up,  fo  that  the  fmalieft  Vellel  cannot  either 
pafs  or  repafs  3  and  all  the  V effels  in  the  Harbour  are  obliged  to  lie  there  till 

f  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  74.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  510.  Speed’s  Britilh  Empire, 
fol.  10 1.  Mr.  Edward  Lhwyd’s  Annotations  on  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  Morris’s 
Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  16. 

g  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  79,  80.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  79.  Dray¬ 
ton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  6.  Enderbie’s  Hiflo’y  of  Wales,  p.  216.  Baxteri  Gloifarium  Antiqui¬ 
ty  turn  Britanoicarum,  p.  220.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the  Britilh  Culioms,  p.  384, 
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a  Land-Flood  from  the  Rivers  Rheidiol  and  Yftwith  fet  them  at  Liberty.  A 
Pier  Head  of  Timber  carried  into  the  Sea  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  River,  would 
probably  keep  it  within  its  Bounds.  But  if  a  Paftage  was  cut  for  the  River 
Rheidiol  through  the  Beach,  under,  or  near,  the  Caftle,  where  it  feems  to 
have  been  in  ancient  Times,  it  would  make  here  a  very  convenient  Harbour; 
but  this  muft  be  alfo  defended  by  a  wooden  Pier  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the 
Entrance.  At  the  Weege,  or,  as  the  true  Britifh  Name  is,  Wig,  on  the  North 
Side  of  the  Town,  a  Pier  of  Stones  might  be  run  out  on  the  Ridge  of  Rocks 
there,  and  a  good  Harbour  made,  at  the  Expence  of  about  Four  thoufand 
Pounds.  The  River  Reidiol  may  be  brought  there  with  very  fmall  Charge, 
to  fill  a  Bafon  for  Back  Water  K 

The  Herring  Fifliery  here  is  in  moft  Years  fo  exceedingly  abundant,  that  a 
thoufand  Barrels  have  been  taken  in  one  Night ;  and  it  is  computed  that  they 
fend,  even  to  the  Middle  Counties  of  England,  a  Quantity  of  Herrings  frefh, 
equal  to  what  they  cure.  Their  Fifhing  begins  in  September,  or  a  little 
earlier,  and  lafts  three  or  four  Months.  During  this  Sealbn  they  have  fuch  a 
Glut  of  Cod,  Pollack  Whiting,  common  Whiting,  Ray,  and  other  Fifh,  that 
they  fet  but  little  Value  upon  them.  Bottlenofes  and  Porpoifes  fometimes 
run  on  Shore  in  Shoals ;  and  blue  Sharks  are  frequently  caught  upon  the 
Coaft  ;  from  all  which  they  make  confiderable  Quantities  of  Oil.  About 
one  hundred  fmall  Veflels  are  employed  in  this  Fifhing  Trade,  as  long  as  the 
Seafon  lafts,  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Year,  either  in  the  Coaft  or  in  the 
Irifh  Trade.  There  are  alfo  a  few  larger  Veflels  that  carry  Lead  Ore,  Tim¬ 
ber,  and  Bark  ;  all  which  is  nothing  in  comparifon  of  what  could  be  done,  if 
the  Port  was  once  rendered,  as  it  might  be,  fafe  and  commodious  b 

The  Dowy  divides  Cardigan  from  Merionethfhire,  becoming  thereby  the 
Boundary  between  South  and  North  Wales,  and  is  a  River  of  long  Courfe, 
falling  into  the  Irifh  Sea  below  Aberdowy,  which  is  a  Member  of  Milford- 
haven,  and  though  like  the  reft,  from  the  Channel  of  the  River  being  altered 
much  decayed,  and  grown  far  lefs  convenient  than  it  once  was,  yet  is  it  ftill, 
a  Place  of  fome  Note  in  the  Irifh,  Fifhing  and  Coafting,  Trade  L  But,  before 
we  proceed  farther,  it  will  be  proper  to  look  back  a  little  upon  Cardiganfhire, 
in  order  to  obferve  how  probable  it  is,  that  if  fome  of  thefe  Ports  were 
thoroughly  repaired,  they  would  foon  attract  a  Trade,  poflibly  far  greater  than 
could  be  expected.  For  it  it  is  the  fame  with  refpedt  to  the  Improvement 

h  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  10. 

1  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  ioi.  Mr.  Edward  Lhwyd’s  Annotations  on  the  Englifh  Tranf- 
lation  of  the  Britannia  Atlas  Maritimus,  p.  9,  10.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  17.  Morris’s  Obfer¬ 
vations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  to. 

k  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  16.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  So, 
Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitarum  Britannicarum,  p.  105,  106.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the 
Britiih  Cuftoms,  p.  384. 
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of  Countries  as  to  the  raifing  of  private  Eftates,  the  firfl  Steps  are  always 
the  hardeft ;  and  as  he  who  is  once  worth  Money  may  eafily  become  rich,  fo 
when  a  little  foreign  Commerce  comes  to  be  added  to  Fifhing  and  the  Coaft 
Trade,  the  Progrefs  is  furprifingly  quick,  and  the  Succefs  amazingly  great. 
We  have  feen  that  a  profperous  Herring  Fifhery  might  be  eafily  effablifhed; 
we  have  heard  of  different  Kinds  of  Copper  Ore,  and  of  Coal  :  But  the 
Mountains,  and  even  the  Marfhes,  of  Cardigan,  retain  in  their  Bowels  Mine¬ 
rals  of  ffill  greater  Value,  which,  if  they  had  good  Pvoads  to  bring  them  by, 
and  convenient  Havens  to  bring  them  to,  would  be  certainly  wrought,  as  in 
Times  paff,  with  at  leaff  as  great,  if  not  greater  Profit. 

It  has  been  believed,  that  both  the  Romans  and  the  Saxons  were  acquainted 
with  the  Mine  at  Confumblock.  In  fucceeding  Ages  there  were  Attempts 
to  work  it  made  by  the  Patentees  from  the  Crown.  In  Queen  Elizabeth’s 
Reign  fome  Germans  began  frefh  Refearches ;  and  a  Man  of  great  Reputa¬ 
tion,  and  in  high  Favour  with  her,  one  Mr.  Smith,  who,  from  his  taking  the 
Cufloms  to  farm,  has  been  known  to  Pofterity  by  the  Name  of  Cuffomer 
Smith,  wrought  thefe  Mines  with  Effedl ;  and,  at  a  great  Expence,  fent  the 
Silver  that  was  drawn  out  of  them  to  the  Tower  of  London  to  be  coined. 
After  him  came  the  famous  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  who  farmed  them  from 
the  Society  for  Royal  Mines,  for  an  annual  Rent  of  Four  hundred  Pounds. 
Pie  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  make  Two  thoufand  Pounds  a  Month,  and  acquired 
here,  in  a  fhort  Space,  the  greateff  Part  of  that  vaft  Wealth  which  he  buried 
in  the  Project  for  bringing  the  New  River  to  London.  Upon  his  Demife  Sir 
Francis  Godolphin,  and  Thomas  Buffiel,  Efq;  undertook  the  working  of  thefe 
Mines ;  and  King  Charles  the  Firft  gave  them  Leave  to  fet  up  a  Mint  at 
Aberyftvvyth,  where  they  coined  Shillings  and  Half  Crowns  marked  with  the 
Off  rich  Feathers,  which  is  the  Device  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  After  the 
Deceafe  of  Sir  Francis  Godolphin,  Mr.  Buffiel  went  on,  and  with  fuch  Suc¬ 
cefs,  that,  in  return  for  the  great  Favours  conferred  upon  him  by  that  Monarch, 
who  appointed  him  Governor  of  the  Ille  of  Lundy  to  lecure  his  Shipping ; 
made  him  a  Prefent  of  the  Duty  arifing  from  the  Lead  of  his  own  Mines,  and 
let  him  the  Duties  upon  all  other  Lead  Mines  to  farm,  to  encourage  the 
Undertaking,  he  raifed  a  Regiment  of  Horfe  for  his  Majeffy’s  Service,  at  his 
own  Expence,  furnifhed  Clothing  for  his  whole  Army,  and  lent  him  Forty 
thoufand  Pounds.  This  Gentleman  finking  at  length  in  the  general  Ruin, 
thele  Mines  were  buried  under  Water,  though  not  in  Oblivion.  The  Mine 
Adventurers  wrought  them  next,  and  wrought  them  to  Profit  as  long  as  they 
could  agree.  Since  that  Period,  fome  private  Adventurers  have  wrought  with 
imaller  Profit,  becaufe  they  had  a  fmaller  Stock.  Yet  thefe  are  far  from 
being  the  only  Mines,  or  perhaps  the  richeff  Mines,  in  this  County  ;  though, 
at  fome  Seafons,  they  have  yielded  forty-four  Ounces  of  fine  Silver,  out 
of  every  Tun  of  Metal  made  from  this  Ore.  Without  queftion,  if  a  large 
Capital  were  employed,  and  the  Works  honeffly  managed,  immenfe  Sums 
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might  yet  be  raifed  from  the  Mines  in  Cardiganshire  5  and  nothing  fo  likely 
to  bring  this  to  pafs,  as  the  fpeedy  and  effectual  Amendment  of  the  Ports  in 
the  Manner  which  has  been  recommended  1. 

Merioneth  is  the  fird  maritime  County  in  North  Wales ;  and  though  very 
deficient  in  Ports,  has  many  fine  Rivers  very  capable  of  Improvement.  To  fay 
nothing  of  the  Drauydh  and  the  Dee;  the  Avon,  runs  through  the  midd  of  it, 
and  falls  into  the  Sea  at  Barmouth.  The  Mountains  are  fo  high  about  this  Small 
Harbour,  that  no  Land  Marks  would  be  of  any  Ufe  in  foggy  Weather ;  and 
therefore  two  Buoys  are  much  wanted,  to  be  placed  one  upon  each  Bar.  In 
all  the  Descriptions  we  have  of  this  Principality,  we  find  the  Shire  of  Merio¬ 
neth  reprefented  as  the  mod  unpleaSant,  the  mod  unprofitable,  and  the  mod 
unimprovable.  If  it  be  So,  it  is  a  good  Indance  of  the  Truth  of  our  gene¬ 
ral  Do&rine,  that  where  there  are  few  navigable  Rivers,  or,  which  with  refped: 
to  immediate  Effects  is  all  one,  where  Rivers  are  negleCted  and  defpifed,  the 
Country  mud  remain  uncultivated,  and  of  courfe  the  Inhabitants  poor,  and 
without  the  Necefiaries  of  Life  ;  for  certainly,  if  this  was  not  the  Cafe, 
Merionethshire,  notwithdanding  the  Sharpnefs  of  its  Air,  and  the  Height  of 
its  Mountains,  is  very  far  from  being  a  defpicable  Country.  There  were  for¬ 
merly  Several  Mines  wrought  with  confiderable  Profit ;  there  are  indisputable 
Marks  of  Iron,  Lead,  and  Copper  Mines,  well  fituated,  that  is,  at  no  great 
Didance  from  Rivers,  that  were  never  wrought  at  all.  The  Country  abounds 
with  black  Cattle  and  Sheep ;  and  thofe  Mountains  So  much  contemned, 
belides  their  invifible  Riches,  bear  great  Quantities  of  good  Timber ;  which, 
with  Butter,  Cheefe,  and  Bark,  make  the  principal  Commodities  that  are 
exported  from  hence.  There  is  indeed  a  Woollen  Manufacture  of  white 
Cloth  and  Stockings,  which,  from  their  having  but  one  Market,  was  for  a 
long  time  but  of  little  Ufe  to  the  Inhabitants,  but  by  their  Perfeverance  is 
become  profitable.  On  the  Coad  they  have  Some  Years  an  advantageous  Herring 
Fifhery ;  but  at  all  Times  they  have  Abundance  of  Salmon,  Cod,  Pollack, 
Mullet,  Sand  Eels,  and  mod  Kinds  of  flat  Fifli.  Upon  the  whole,  here  are  all 
the  Neceflaries  of  Life  in  the  utmold  Plenty;  the  Materials  for  a  Variety  of 
Manufactures  ;  Labour  cheap ;  the  Harbour  of  Barmouth,  that  might  be 
rendered  tolerable;  that  of  Aberdovey,  where,  by  rolling  the  South  Bar  to  bring 
the  River  into  its  old  Channel,  and  ereCting  a  Pier  to  run  South  from  Bryn  y 
Celwydd,  which  would  keep  the  South  Bar  always  open,  there  inight  be  an 
excellent  Haven  made ;  and  then  what  would  there  be  wanting  to  render 
this  Country  rich  and  populous  ?  Indudry  and  Attention  only  m. 

Vol.  I.  B  b  Carmar- 

1  Mr.  Edward  Lhwyd’s  Additions  to  the  Engllfh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  Doflor  Fuller’s 
Worthies  in  Wales,  p.  3,  4.  Sir  John  Pettus’s  Fodinae  Regales,  p.  33.  34.  Mr.  Waller’s  Maps 
and  Accounts  of  the  Mines  in  Cardiganihire,  p.  8.  Shier’s  fecond  Familiar  Difccurfe  concerning 
the  Mine  Adventure,  p.  50. 

m  Giraldi  Itinerarium  Cambriae,  lib.  ii.  cap  5.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  82.  Cam- 
deni  Britannia,  p.  530.  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  9.  King’s  Vale  Royal  of 
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Carnarvonshire,  by  the  Natives  called  Sir  Caer  ar  von,  that  is,  the 
Diftridt  of  the  City  over-againft  Mona,  from  its  chief  Town,  lies  next ;  and 
that  Part  of  it  which  projects  into  the  Sea,  and  feems  to  anfwer  the  like  pro¬ 
jecting  Part  of  Penbrokelhire,  is  both  fertile  and  plealant  n.  There  are,  as 
we  have  before  obferved.  Abundance  of  Lakes  in  this  County,  which,  never- 
thelefs,  has  many  Rivers.  Pwlhely,  commonly  called  Pullhely,  that  is,  the 
Salt  Pool,  lies  between  the  Earch  and  another  fmall  River,  where,  with  a  third 
called  theGerck,  they  all  pour  their  Waters  into  the  Sea,  and  thereby  make  a 
fafe  and  fpacious  Port ;  which,  however,  is  rather  fitted,  than  famous,  for 
Trade  °.  The  County  Town  is  pleafantly  fituated  between  two  fmall  Rivers, 
of  which  one  is  the  Sejont,  on  which  fiood  the  ancient  Segontium,  out  of 
the  Ruins  of  which  rofe  Carnarvon,  built  and  fortified  by  Edward  the  Firft ; 
which  being  thus  feated,  has  a  very  commodious  Haven,  though  impeded  by 
a  Bar ;  but  the  Tides  rife  fo  high  here,  that,  with  proper  Attention,  Ships 
almoft  of  any  Size  may  either  go  in  or  out  in  great  Safety  p. 

The  PafTage  through  the  River  Menai,  which  is,  ftridtly  fpeaking,  the 
Strait  between  the  Continent  and  the  Ifland  of  Angleley,  is  not  a  little  dan¬ 
gerous,  from  the  Oppofition  of  Rocks  and  Blands,  and  the  Narrownefs  of  the 
Channel,  which  occafion  great  Overfalls,  violent  Currents,  and  a  kind  of  Whirl¬ 
pools,  while  the  Tide  of  Flood  or  of  Ebb  runs  ftrong.  Some  have  thought  that 
it  is  not  impoffible  to  conftrud:  a  Bridge  to  join  the  two  Counties  ;  but  what 
is  more  wanted,  and  certainly  practicable,  at  the  Expence  of  Two  or  Three 
thoufand  Pounds,  is  to  make  a  better  Pafiage  for  Ships ;  which  would  be  of 
infinite  Service  to  the  Trade  of  Chelhire,  Lancafhire,  Cumberland,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  Wales,  as  is  well  known  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  maritime 
Ports.  The  Conwy,  in  the  Language  of  the  Natives  Kenwy,  that  is,  the 
great  River,  which  divides  this  County  from  that  of  Denbigh,  has  fcarce  it$ 
Equal.  For,  riling  out  of  a  Lake  where  the  three  Shires  of  Carnarvon,  Den¬ 
bigh,  and  Merioneth  meet,  it  runs  with  a  North-Weft  Courfe,  receiving  in  the 
fhort  Space  of  twelve  Miles  more  than  as  many  Rivers  ;  fo  that  at  Aberconwy, 
where  it  difcharges  its  Waters  into  the  Irifti  Sea,  it  is  a  full  Mile  broad,  and 
capable  of  bringing  Ships  of  almoft  any  Size  up  to  that  pleafant  and  beautiful 
Town }  which,  however,  has  nothing  to  boaft,  but  that  it  may  be  made  as 

England,  P.  i.  p.  20.  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  &c.  p.  22.  DoClor 
Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  145.  Baxteri  GloiTarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  106. 
Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  9. 

n  Giraldi  Itinerarium  Cambriae,  lib.  ii.  cap.  6.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  p.  47,  48.  Sir 
John  Prife’s  Defcription,  p.  9. 

0  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  534.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  17.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of 
the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.  383. 

p  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambriae,  p.  26.  Itinerary,  vol.v.  fol.  49.  Camdeni 
Britannia,  p.  535.  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  123.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  17.  Crouch’s 
Complete  View  of  the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.  383.  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in 
Wales,  p.  6. 
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fine  a  Place,  and  as  commodious  an  Haven,  as  any  on  this  Side  the  Illand  q. 
At  prefent  the  Port  is  as  much  fpoiled,  and  is  as  far  decayed  as  it  can  be,  but  yet 
might  be  eafily  recovered  by  rolling  the  Sand,  and  piling  the  Entrance  of  the 
old  Bar;  but,  till  this  is  done,  a  Buoy  on  the  prefent  Bar,  which  would  coffc 
a  Trifle,  is  abfolutely  necelfary.  Thus,  as  we  have  often  obferved,  the  Gifts 
of  Nature  are  permanent,  and  refill  furprizingly  even  the  word:  Ufage.  We 
learn  from  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  that  the  Romans  had  a  Town  here 
called  Conovium,  as  the  River  was  Conovius ;  but  we  cannot  fay  that  this  was 
precifely  the  fame,  for  that  feems  rather  to  have  been  where  now  there  is  a 
fmall  Village,  called  Caerhyn,  that  is,  the  old  City.  Edward  the  Firfl,  who 
raifed  Aberconway  out  of  the  Ruins  of  Conovium  (though  at  fome  Difiance), 
furrounded  it  with  a  fair  Stone  Wall,  intending  that  the  Grandeur  of  his 
new  Structure  fhould,  in  fome  meafure,  anfwer  to  the  Beauty  of  its  Situation. 
It  is  true,  that  a  great  Part  of  Carnarvonfhire  is  a  rugged,  and  not  over  fruitful 
Country ;  but  the  Sea  Coaft  is  plain,  and  very  pleafant.  In  refped:  to  the 
Fertility  of  the  whole,  fomething  may  be  colled:ed  from  the  little  Trade 
that  is  left  to  this  Port,  which,  with  Timber  and  Oak  Bark,  confifts  chiefly  of 
Corn,  of  which  about  Fifteen  hundred  Quarters  are  exported  annually. 
There  was,  fome  Years  ago,  a  Pearl  Fifhery  here,  but,  as  in  other  Places,  it  was 
not  found  to  merit  Attention,  though  Pearl  Mudels  are  Rill  plenty.  There 
was  alfo,  formerly,  a  noble  Copper  Mine  at  Llandudno,  near  this  Harbour, 
which  now  lies  under  Water;  but  it  might,  without  much  Difficulty,  be 
recovered  by  proper  Engines,  until  a  great  Level  be  brought  up,  for  which 
the  Place  is  well  dtuated.  Mine  Works  lying  thus  on  the  Sea  Side,  are,  upon 
many  Accounts,  much  preferable  to  thofe  in  the  inland  Parts  of  a  Country, 
for  Reafons  fo  very  obvious,  that  they  need  not  be  mentioned  r. 

The  Shire  of  Denbigh  contains  little  to  the  Point  we  have  in  View;  for, 
notwithftanding  three  Rivers  run  within  the  Bounds  of  this  County  into  the 
Sea,  yet  they  procure  not  fo  much  as  one  Port ;  and  though  the  clear  and 
gentle  Clwyd  rifes  in  Denbighffiire,  and  bellows  its  Name  on  one  of  the 
fined;  Vallies  in  Europe,  and  the  Elwy  has  its  Source  in  this  Shire  likewife, 
yet  they  both  pafs  on  to  the  next  County  ;  and  the  Dee  too  only  erodes  it  in 
its  PalTage,  and  continues  its  Courfe  ;  fo  that,  though  this  be  in  general  Elti- 
{nation  a  maritime  County,  it  cannot  boaft  fo  much  as  of  a  Angle  Haven ; 

41  Giraldi  Itinerarium  Cambrioe,  lib.  ii.  cap.  8.  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eudverdi  Principis  Cam¬ 
bria:,  p.  30.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  8r.  Camden i  Britannia,  p.  535.  Enderbie’s 
Hiftory  of  Wales,  p.  214.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  17.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the 
Britifh  Cuftoms,  p.  383.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiauitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  86,  87.  Morris’s 
Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  1. 

r  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambria:,  p.  16,  30.  Lambard’s  Hifiorical  and 
Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  71.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  535.  Speed’s  Britifh.  Empire,  fol.  123. 
Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  86,  87.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  17. 
Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Harbours  in  Wales,  p.  2. 
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and  yet  fome  Parts  of  it  are  very  fertile,  and  others  are  exceedingly  plea- 
fant  s, 

Flintshire  is  nearly  in  the  lame  Condition.  The  Clwyd  palling  by  St* 
Afaph,  and  having  received  many  lelfer  Streams,  rolls  into  the  Irilh  Sea, 
without  making  any  Port.  Flint  has  indeed  the  Benefit  of  a  little  River,  which 
falls  there  into  the  Firth,  or  Eftua-ry  of  the  Dee,  and  from  thence  an  Haven, 
but  of  no  Confequencej  fo  that  the  Trade  of  this  County,  which,  from  its 
Coal  and  Lead  Mines,  both  very  rich,  and  fome  Manufactures  in  Wrex¬ 
ham,  elteemed  to  be  the  largeft  Town  in  North  Wales,  mull  be  by  no 
means  defpicable,  is  carried  on  by  the  Dee,  which  is  the  Ealt  Boundary  of 
this  Shire,  and  fo  centers  in  Chefter 

The  Defign  of  this  fuccinCt  Survey  of  the  Rivers  and  Havens  of  Wales, 
is  to  Ihew  its  natural  Capacity  for  a  much  greater  domeltic  Trade,  and,  beyond, 
•all  Comparifon,  a  larger  Proportion  of  foreign  Commerce,  than  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  this  valuable  Country  at  prelent  polfefs,  or,  in  the  vulgar  Apprehen- 
fion,  are  ever  likely  to  polfefs.  The  Objections  that  are  commonly  raifect 
from  the  Ruggednefs  of  the  Soil,  the  Sharpnefs  of  the  Air,  and  the  Want  oF 
a  Variety  of  Advantages  which  other  Parts  of  the  Britilh  Illand's  enjoy,  are 
very  trivial  and  inconclulive,  when  compared  with  the  many,  and  thofe  too 
very  valuable  Benefits  that  may  be  drawn  from  thefe  natural  Privileges,  if 
they  were  once  maturely  confidered,  and,  in  confequence  of  that,  thoroughly 
underftood.  For  if  there  be  fuch  Things  as  firft  Principles  in  Policy,  it  is 
fimply  impolfible  that,  in  a  Country  where  there  are  Half  a  Million  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  under  a  free  Government,  and  above  ten  Acres  of  Land  to  every  Head, 
with  Two  hundred  and  thirty  Rivers  and  Rivulets,  and  many  good  Ports,, 
they  fhould  be  otherwife  than  eafy,  opulent,  and  in  full  Pofleflion  of  all  the 
Conveniencies  of  Life,  except  through  fome  M-iftakes  in  their  own  ConduCL. 

These  Miftakes  being  attended  with  EffeCts  fo  very  confpicuous,  as  the 
prefent  Condition  of  the  common  People  in  Wales,  cannot  lie  mighty  deep,  fo 
as  to  efcape  the  Penetration  of  any  Perfon  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  think 
on  thefe  Subjects  at  all,  holds  it  his  Duty  to  think  on  them  attentively,  and 
will  allow  himfelf  to  think  with  Freedom.  It  feems  to  be  no  judicious  Oeco- 
nomy  here,  or  indeed  any-where  elfe,  for  the  People  of  the  Country  to  live 
hardly,  and  to  fare  poorly,  that  they  may  raile  Provifions  of  different  Kinds 
for  Exportation  ;  for  Countries,  as  well  as  Lands,  are  beft  improved  by  {pend¬ 
ing  upon  them  their  own  Produce.  That  this  is  not  bare  Reafoning,  or  a 

s  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambriae,  p.  37.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  p.  81.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  546.  Enderbie’s  Hiftory  of  Wales,  p.  214.  Speed’s  Bri- 
tifii  Empire,  fol.  119.  Annotations  on,  and  Additions  to  Camden. 

1  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  10,  11.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  552.  Speed’s 
Britilh  Empire,  fol.  12 1 .  Doctor  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  153. 
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probable  Conjecture  only,  will  appear  from  hence,  that  Multitudes  of  the 
meaner  Sort  of  People  diiliking  the  Hardfhips  they  fuffer,  leave  their  Coun¬ 
try,  in  order  to  live  better,  by  their  Labour  and  Induftry,  elfewhere.  It  is 
therefore  felf-evident,  that  if  proper  Employment  were  found  at  home  to 
enable  them  to  purchafe,  they  would  willingly  remain,  and  confume  a  great 
Part  of  thofe  Provifions  that  are  now  exported.  This  would  anfwer  much 
better,  that  is,  would  produce  a  larger  Profit  than  can  be  produced  by  thus 
exporting  them.  It  is  true,  there  are  already  feveral  Manufactures  in  Wales, 
but  there  might  be  many  more.  Thofe  Manufactures,  more  efpecially  of 
late  Years,  increafe,  but  they  increafe  very  flowly ;  and  the  Reafon  of  this  is 
alfo  evident ;  they  have  not  Markets  enough  for  thofe  Manufactures,  which 
confequently  do  not  fetch  the  Price  they  ought ;  molt  of  thofe  Markets  are  not 
in  this  Principality,  and  confequently  the  W elch  have  the  Labour,  and  Strangers 
have  the  Profit.  It  has  been  long  ago  obferved,  even  by  a  Writer  u  of  their 
own  Nation,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  from  falfe  Notions  of 
Gentility,  are  little  inclined  to  breed  their  Children  to  manual,  which  they 
account  from  thence  to  be  fervile  Occupations ;  but  chufe  rather  to  give  them 
a  {lender  Education,  and,  as  their  Phrafe  is,  to  fend  them  abroad  to  feek  their 
Fortune.  Now  what  is  this,  but  to  fend  them  to  be  Servants  in  other  Places, 
to  People  who  are  wifer,  in  this  refpeCt,  than  themfelves,  and  fuffering  them, 
through  a  falfe  Pride,  to  become  the  Inftruments  of  procuring  Plenty  to 
other  Countries,  which,  with  an  equal,  perhaps  with  a  lefs  Degree  of  Toil, 
they  might  procure  at  home  ?  It  is  alfo  faid,  and  perhaps  not  without  fome 
Degree  of  Truth,  that  though  the  moft  hofpitable  Nation  upon  Earth  to 
Strangers,  yet  they  do  not  love  to  fee  them  fettle  and  thrive  amongft  them 
from  a  narrow,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  falfe  Notion,  that  whatever  Wealth  is- 
acquired  amongft,  muft  be  taken  from  them  $  whereas  a  Stranger’s  Profperity 
can  never  happen,  but  with  great  Advantage  to  themfelves.  If  therefore 
thefe  Evils  were  corrected,  and  their  Thoughts  in  general  rectified,  enlarged, 
and  turned  to  the  Cultivation  and  Improvement  of  their  native  Soil,  it 
would  quickly  repay  all  their  Pains.  I  am  very  fenfible,  that  in  fuggefting 
thefe  Hints,  I  have  undertaken  a  very  invidious  Office.  But  to  what  End  ? 
The  rendering  Service  to  a  generous,  honeft,  well-meaning  People,  who  have 
been  fo  long,  and  fo  very  much  hurt,  by  little  Prejudices,  that  it  is  high  Time 
they  were  removed.  It  is  very  pofilble,  I  may  not  make  my  Court  to  them  by 
thefe  Obfervations,  nor  indeed  have  I  this  at  all  in  View  j  for  I  fpeak  it  with 
great  Sincerity  of  Heart,  I  had  rather  be  of  real  Service  to  one  Welch  Village, 
than  receive  the  Applaufe  of  this  whole  Ifland.  Some  perhaps  may  fay,  that 
if  I  had  known  the  Country  and  the  People  better,  I  fhould  have  been  con¬ 
vinced  that  thefe  are  but  chimerical  Notions,  plaulible  in  themfelves,  but  net,, 
at  leaf:  not  here,  reducible  to  PraCtice ;  that  the  Inhabitants  are  much  better 

0  Commentarioli  Britannicse  Difcriptloms  Fragmentnm.  Auftore  Humfredo  Lhuyd,  Denbygr 
iienfe,  Cambio  Britatnno.  Colon.  Agrip.  1572,  p.  50. 
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Judges,  than  any  Stranger  poffibly  can  be,  of  the  Nature  of  their  own  Soil, 
and  the  fitted:  Methods  for  improving  it ;  and  that,  after  all,  large  Cities, 
numerous  Towns,  populous  Villages,  navigable  Rivers,  and  Ports  abounding 
with  Bufinefs  and  Trade,  may  be  eafily  eftablifhed  in  fome  Countries,  while 
at  the  fame  time  it  would  be  little  fhort  of  Madnefs  to  think  of  railing  them  in 
others  ;  and  that  therefore  it  is  to  no  Purpofe  to  publifh  Vilions  that  can  never 
come  to  pafs,  or  to  wafle  one’s  Thoughts  and  Time,  how  honed  foever  one’s 
Intentions  may  be,  in  reafoning  to  no  End,  and  propagating  fine-fpun  Notions 
that  will  do  no  Good. 

But  to  meet  common  Apprehenfion  with  its  mod  conclufive  Anfwer,  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Fa<d.  This  Country  has  been  heretofore  in  a  much  better  Condition 
than  it  is,  and  therefore  it  may  be  fo  again.  It  was  already  gone  to  Decay 
when  vifited  by  Giraldus ;  funk  lower  dill  when  viewed  by  the  indudrious 
Leland;  and  in  a  much  worfe  State  when  Camden  palled  through  it.  Yet 
they  all  agree  in  acknowledging  the  Remains  of  Palaces,  Cities,  and  FortrelTes, 
which  had  been  eredled  in,  and  continued  Monuments  of,  better  Times. 
Caerphilly  Cadle,  in  Glamorganlhire,  is  now  nothing  more  than  an  Heap  of 
Ruins;  yet  thofe  Ruins  Ihew  that  there  was  a  Time  when  it  was  not  infe¬ 
rior,  in  any  reipedt,  to  that  of  Windlor  w.  Here  are  the  Vedigia  of  Cities, 
Towns,  Cadies,  which  Time  has  not  only  devoured,  but  almod  digeded. 
Some  of  the  Places,  that  are  dill  fubliding,  are  but  Shadows  of  what  they 
were.  St.  David’s,  which  was  once  the  metropolitan  See  of  Wales,  and  dill 
remains  a  Bifhoprick,  has  a  Cathedral  half  in  Dud,  few  Houfes,  and  is, 
though  a  City,  without  a  Market  *.  Bangor,  didinguifhed  formerly  by  the 
Epithet  of  Great,  is  in  a  little,  and  but  a  little,  better  Condition  Llandaff, 
fuppofed  to  be  the  fird  Place  of  Chridian  Worfhip  in  our  Ifle,  is  mean,  and  mar- 
.  ketlefs ;  and  would  be  dill  in  a  worfe  State,  if  it  was  not  for  a  fmali  Matter  of 
Trade  z.  Flint  has  a  Cadle  and  a  Haven,  with  the  Name  of  a  County  Town, 
but  no  Market  a.  There  are  the  Remains  of  feveral  ancient  Roads  b,  which 
prove  that  Things  were  once  much  better  than  they  now  are  in  this  Country ; 
and  why  may  they  not  be  fo  again  ? 

^  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  496.  Annotations  on,  and  Additions  to  Camden.  Baxter!  Glofla- 
rittm  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  56. 

*  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Historical  Dictionary,  p.  87.  God'wini  de  Prasfulibus  Anglite 
Commentarius,  p.  574,  575.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  510.  Annotations  on,  and  Additions  to 
Camden. 

y  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis  Cambriae,  p.  2 6.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  535. 
Speed’s  Britiih  Empire,  fol.  123.  Annotations  on,  and  Additions  to  Camden. 

*  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  497.  Annotations  on,  and  Additions  to  Camden. 

*  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  121.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  532. 
Annotations  on,  and  Additions  to  Camden. 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  530.  Annotations  on,  and  Additions  to  Camden. 
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If  it  be  demanded,  whence  thefe  Hopes  arife  ?  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
Wales  is  very  happily  di verified;  for  though  there  may  be  a  vafl  Tradt  of 
mountainous  and  barren  Country,  yet  this  is  every-where  interfperfed  with 
fruitful  and  pleafant  Spots ;  and  in  many  Counties  there  are  large  Diflridls 
of  fertile  and  delightful  Plains,  which,  in  point  of  Situation,  and  Climate  too, 
are  not  excelled  by  any  Diflridts  in  Britain.  The  Produce  in  all  Kinds  of  Necef- 
faries  is  a  Proof  of  this,  as  it  makes  the  greatefl  Part  of  their  Exports.  Sheep, 
Goats,  black  Cattle,  Horfes,  they  have  in  Abundance.  Fifh  excellent,  and 
in  vaft  Variety;  Game,  and  all  Sorts  of  tame  Fowl,  in  Plenty.  Neither  are 
they  deficient  in  Metals  ;  Silver,  Copper,  and  Lead  efpecially,  are  drawn  from 
their  Mountains.  But  the  chief  Means  of  changing  the  Face  of  Wales,  and 
bringing  it  on  a  Level  with  the  neighbouring  Counties  of  England,  is  to  intro¬ 
duce  new,  and  remove  Obflrudlions  from  old  Manufactures.  For  this,  no  Quar¬ 
ter  of  this  Ifland,  no  Country  in  Europe,  more  fit.  In  Wales  the  People  are 
robufl,  healthy,  adlive,  indefatigable,  flout,  fober,  and,  in  feveral  Counties, 
remarkably  long-lived.  Provifions  are  here  in  Abundance ;  and  if  there  were 
more  Markets,  would  be  flill  more  abundant ;  of  confequence,  Labour  would 
be  for  a  long  Time  cheap.  Add  to  all  this,  that  the  two  potent  Inflruments, 
Water  and  Fuel,  are  no-where  in  greater  Plenty  than  here,  or  better  difpofed ; 
fo  that,  inflead  of  pointing  out  what  Manufacture  would,  we  may  juflly  affert 
it  mufl  be  no  eafy  Talk  to  fix  on  any,  that,  with  due  Attention,  and  a  mode¬ 
rate  Fund  for  its  Support  at  firfl,  would  not  fucceed. 

If  it  fhall  flill  be  demanded,  when  this  is  to  be  looked  for  ?  the  Anfwef  19 
ready  ;  When  the  Benefits  arifing  from  Induflry  are  thoroughly  underflood 
by  the  better  Sort,  and  confequently  generoufly  encouraged,  and  prudently 
directed,  among  the  meaner.  This  will  produce  a  true  Spirit  of  Improvement. 
Woods  will  be  planted.  Mills  eredted ;  every  Brook,  every  Rivulet,  will  be 
adapted  to  fome  ufeful  Purpofe;  Labour  will  produce  Wealth,  Wealth  will 
attract  Strangers ;  the  Lands  already  cultivated  will  let  dear,  others,  which 
have  been  for  Ages  ufelefs,  will  be  tilled ;  the  Hills  will  be  covered  with 
Sheep,  the  Rocks  receive  new  Colonies  of  Goats ;  old  Towns  will  be  rebuilt, 
new  ones  founded,  and  every  little  Creek  will  gradually  become  an  Haven. 
The  prefent  Coafl  Trade,  the  Fifheries  excepted,  will  be  defpifed,  and  Places 
at  prefent  fcarce  known,  the  Fruits  of  Commerce  fhall,  amongft  our  Poflerity, 
fet  on  the  fame  foot  with  Chefler,  with  Liverpool,  and  with  Briflol. 

That  Portion  of  this  Ifland  which,  fince  the  Union,  is  ililed  North  Britain, 
has  received  from  the  bountiful  Hand  of  Providence  a  very  copious  Diflribu- 
tion  of  Waters,  and  thofe  too  very  happily  difpofed  for  the  Uie  and  Benefit 
of  its  Inhabitants,  infomuch  that  it  may  be  with  Truth  affirmed,  there  is  Icarce^ 

any  Part,  at  leafl  any  confiderable  Part,  fo  fituated,  as  not  to  have  its  Share  of 

thefe 


j92  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

thefe  Bleffings  c.  Springs  of  clear  and  wholfome  Water  are  every- where  in 
Plenty,  not  only  on  the  Sides,  but  even  on  the  Tops,  of  many  of  the  Moun¬ 
tains,  and  fometimes  alfo  of  bare  Rocks,  as  in  the  Illand  of  Bafs,  in  the  Firth 
of  Forth  d.  Thefe  Springs  in  their  Defcent  fwell  into  pleafant  Rills,  and  by 
•degrees  into  Brooks,  pr,  as  they  are  fliled  in  that  Country,  Burns,  which  Gray¬ 
ing  every-where  through  the  Fields,  either  are,  or  might  be,  eafily  rendered 
Inftruments  of  Fertility  e.  Thefe  again,  in  their  Progrefs,  augmenting  their 
Streams,  become  at  length  no  contemptible  Rivers,  which  adminifter  to  all 
the  Purpofes  of  domeftic  Oeconomy,  and,  exclufive  of  the  Pleafure  and  Pro¬ 
fit  arifing  from  their  Fiiheries,  are  very  capable  of  being  turned,  as  in  fome 
Places  they  are,  to  Purpofes  of  Induftry ;  fo  that  they  conduce  here,  as  in 
other  Countries,  according  to  their  refpe&ive  Sizes,  to  invite  People  to  fettle 
upon  their  Banks,  and  are  at  once  the  Ornament  and  Support  of  private 
Houfes,  Villages,  and  Towns.  But,  with  regard  to  navigable  Rivers,  fuch  as 
we  have  defcribed  and  applauded  in  the  Southern  Part  of  this  Illand,  there 
are  but  very  few ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  mighty  Wonder  that  the  Faces  of 
the  two  Countries  fhould  vary  fo  much,  or,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  that  the 
Wages  of  Induftry  being  fo.much  higher,  fhe  fbould  from  thence  have  fo 
many  more  Servants  in  the  one  than  in  the  other 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  very  eafy  to  account  for  this  Difference  in  a  latis- 
fadtory  Manner ;  but  as,  no  doubt,  this  will  be  expected  by  fome  of  our 
Readers,  we  fhall  endeavour  it  to  the  utmoft  of  our  Power,  and  leave  what  is 
defective  to  be  fupplied  by  the  Strength  of  their  own  Judgments,  or  from 
their  obtaining  better  Informations,  to  which  even  thefe  Hints  of  ours  may 
lead  them  g.  We  have  before  remarked,  that  the  midland  Counties  in  Eng¬ 
land,  though  not  mountainous,  are  notwithflanding  fo  elevated,  as  to  give  a  con- 
ftant  eafy  Current  to  their  Rivers,  which,  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Illand  efpe- 
cially,  have,  the  Extent  of  this  .Illand  conlidered,  a  very  long  Courfe  b,  which 
is  attended  with  many  Advantages,  and  particularly  that  of  receiving  many 
fubfidiary  Streams  in  their  Palfage,  which  at  length  augment  them  to  a  Size 
fuitable.to  the  Purpofe  of  inland  Navigation.  In  North  Britain,  that  is  to  fay, 

*  He&oris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  3,  4,  5.  Speed’s  Briti/h  Empire,  fol.  131. 
Pray  ton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  30. 

d  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hidorise  Scotise,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  688. 
A  true.Defcription  and  Diviflon  of  the  whole  Country  of  Scotland,  of  the  Situation,  Didance, 
and  Commodities,  in  every  Part  thereof,  40.  without  Pages,  and  without  Date. 

*  Scotiae  Defcriptio  per  Paulum  Jovium.  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hidoriae  Scotise,  P.  i. 
lib.  i.  cap.  9.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hidoria,  lib.  i. 

f  See  theTreatifes  written  upon  the  Circumltances  and  Trade  of  the  two  Nations,  about  the 
Time  of  the  Union. 

g  An  Attention  to  the  Situation  and  natural  Hidory  of  any  Country,  is  a  necefTary  Introduction 
to  the  Knowlege  of  its  political  Intereds. 

k  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  136.  *  ' 
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through  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Country,  there  are  Elevations  of  quite  an¬ 
other  Kind;  the  Depth  of  the  Vallies  correfponding  to  the  Height  of  the 
Mountains ;  whence,  the  different  Form  and  Texture  alfo  of  thofe  Mountains 
Confidered,  arife  the  different  Natures  of  their  Rivers  b  Many  of  thefe,  as 
we  have  already  obferved,  meeting  with  hollow  Places  in  their  Paffage,  expand 
themfelves  into  Lochs,  till,  finding  a  proper  Channel,  they  refume  their  Form 
of  Rivers,  and,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Soil  directs,  fometimes  expand  themfelves 
again  and  again,  or  continue  their  Progrefs  in  the  fame  Form  to  the  Sea  K 
Some  having  a  diredt,  though  not  a  very  fhort  Courfe,  roll  on  with  the  Rapidity 
of  Torrents ;  fome  are  impeded  in  their  Paffage  by  Rocks,  and  form  Cataradts 
by  their  Falls ;  fome  force  large  Stones  and  Sand  along  with  them  by  the 
Strength  of  their  Current ;  and  others  haflen  to  the  Ocean  with  a  Velocity 
that  renders  them  unfit  for  Navigation  b  It  is  very  probable  that,  in  feveral  of 
thefe  Inflances,  Methods  might  be  found  to  remove  fuch  Inconveniencies ; 
and  to  qualify  them,  would  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult  in  many  more ;  but 
thefe  are  not  to  be  expedted  for  the  prefent ;  the  Country  muff  be  firft 
improved,  the  People  perfuaded  to  live  at  home,  and,  when  Induftry  has  fur- 
niffied  Wealth,  Attention  to  fuch  Matters  will  arife  of  courfe ;  and  various 
Things  may  be  attempted  then,  and  performed  too,  which  at  this  Juncture  it 
would  be  thought  little  lefs  than  Madnefs  to  mention. 

But,  notwithftanding  this,  we  muft  take  the  Liberty  of  obferving,  that  if 
from  hence  it  fhould  be  underftood,  that  inland  Navigation  is  a  thing  utterly 
impoffible  in  North  Britain,  the  Conclufion  would  be  too  hafty ;  as  the  Sur- 
mife,  that,  from  its  having  fb  few  navigable  Rivers,  it  muff  be  utterly  unfit  for 
foreign  Commerce,  would  be  void  of  all  Foundation  m.  Nature,  that  is. 
Divine  Wifdom,  arrives  at  the  fame  End  by  very  different  Means ;  and, 
where  Men  are  not  wanting  to  themfelves,  feldom  puts  it  out  of  their  Power 
to  procure  all  the  Conveniencies  that  can  render  Life  happy,  provided  they  are 
fought  with  Diligence,  and  profecuted  with  Perfeverance  n.  We  have  fhewn,  in 
a  former  Chapter,  from  one  remarkable  Inftance,  that  by  a  judicious  Manage¬ 
ment  of  their  Lochs,  a  Communication  might  be  eafily  eflablifhed  between  the 
German  and  Atlantic  Oceans,  through  the  County  of  Invernefs  ° ;  and  it  will 
very  l'peedily  appear,  that  this  is  full  as  practicable  in  the  South  ;  and  perhaps 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  point  out  other  Communications  of  lefs  Extent, 
that  might  be  ffill  more  eafy.  But,  till  thefe  are  accompliffied,  very  great 

i  HeCtoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  3,  4.  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiflo- 
riac  Scotiae,  P.  i.  lib.  1.  cap.  9.  A  true  Defcription  and  Divifion  of  the  whole  Country  of  Scot¬ 
land,  &  c. 

k  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  115. 

1  Luyts  Introdufl.  ad  Geograph.  §.  ii.  cap.  23.  p.  242. 
a  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  TraCls,  book  iv. 

n  Cic.  de  Officiis,  lib.  i.  cap.  42.  Aanwyfmg  der  Heilfame,  Politique  Gronden,  P.  5.  cap.  14, 
25.  Sir  William  Temple’s  Obfervations  on  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  chap.  vi. 

♦  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  1 16. 
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Advantages  from  Commerce  may  be  obtained  from  the  immediate  Bounty  of 
Nature,  which,  though  fparing  in  navigable  Rivers,  has  abundantly  fupplied? 
that  DefeCt,  with  regard  to  this  Point,  by  many  large  Firths,  or  Eftuaries,  as 
the  Ancients  called  them  p,  which  abound  with  Ports,  which  either  are,  or 
with  little  Difficulty  might  be  made,  very  commodious,  and  which  are  fo  dif- 
pofed,  that,  if  the  whole  Country  was  once  thoroughly  peopled  and  culti¬ 
vated,  they  would  eafily  find  the  Means  of  fending  their  Commodities  and 
Manufactures  abroad,  and  receiving  Returns  from  other  Parts  of  the  World  y 
which  will  be  conceived  without  Difficulty,  when  it  is  aflerted,  that  in  very 
few  Parts  of  Scotland  the  Inhabitants  are  thirty  Miles  from  the  Sea  q ;  fo  that 
they  can  no- where  be  without  Trade  merely  from  the  DefeCt  of  Situation  jv 
a  Circumftance  that  takes  from  Indolence  every  Excufe,  and  renders  Poverty 
criminal,  either  in  the  People  themfelves,  or  in  thofe  that  govern  them  r. 
Thefe  Points  premifed,  we  will  now  proceed  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  navigable 
Rivers  they  have,  and  the  Advantages  that  are,  or  may  be,  drawn  from  them. 

The  Forth  is  one  of  the  moil  noble  and  commodious  Rivers  in  Scot¬ 
land  j  and  would  indeed  merit  that  Appellation  in  any  Country.  It  takes  its 
Rife  near  the  Bottom  of  Leimon  Hills,  and  running  from  Weft  to  Eaft, 
receives  in  its  Paffage  many  confiderable  Streams,  deriving  their  Waters  from, 
the  Eminences  in  the  midland  Counties  of  North  Britain  s.  The  ancient  and 
famous  Town  of  Stirling,  once  the  Boundary  of  the  Roman  Conquefts,, 
hands  upon  the  Forth,  which  is  overlooked  by  its  Caftle ;  and  here  is  a  fine 
Stone  Bridge  of  four  Arches,  to  which  VelTels  of  tolerable  Burthen  may 
come  up  with  the  Tide ;  which  flows,,  and  the  River  is  navigable  only  for  a 
few  Miles  above  it  t.  From  Stirling,  the  Forth  winds  in  a  moft  beautiful 
and  furprizing  Manner  to  Alloa,  or  Alloway ;  fo  that,  though  it  be  but  four. 
Miles  by  Land,  it  is  twenty-four  by  Water,  between  thefe  two  Places.  Below 
Alloway  it  expands  itfelf  to  a  great  Breadth,  between  the  rich  Countries  of 
Lothian  and  Fife,  till,  at  Queen’s  Ferry,  it  is  contracted  by  Promontories 
ffiooting  into  it  from  both  Coafts  fo  that,  from  being  four  or  five,  there  it  is* 

P  Strabonis  Geographia,  lib.  in.  p.  140.  Varenii  Ceographia  generalis,  §.  iv.  cap.  12.  Bax- 
teri  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  235. 

q  R.  Sibbaldi  Prodromi  Naturalis  Hiftoriac  Scotias,  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  Richardfon’s  State  of  Europe, 
bookiv.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  268. 

r  Robert’s  Merchants  Map  of  Commerce,  p.  285,  286.  An  Account  current  between  Scot¬ 
land  and  England  balanced  ;  together  with  an  Effay  of  a  Scheme  of  the  Produdt  of  Scotland,  and 
a  few  Remarks  on  each  ;  as  alfo  a  View  of  the  Produce  of  the  feveral  Ports  or  Nations  we  trade 
to,  by  comparing  and  holding  forth  how  our  Produfls  and  Manufactures  may  balance  theirs  with 
Returns;  by  John  Spruel,  Edinburgh,  1705.  The  Intereft  of  Scotland  confidered,  London 
1736,  8°. 

s  Heftoris  Boethii,  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio.  Buchanani,  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i. 

_  Sibbaldi  Prodrom,  Naturalis  Hiflorise  Scotiae,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 

*  A  true  Defcription and  Divifion  of  Scotland.'  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  683.  Atlas  Maritimus 
ct  Commercialis,  p.  6, 
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not  above  two  Miles  broad  u.  In  the  midft  of  the  Channel  lies  a  fmall  bland, 
called  Inchgary,  which  has  a  Spring  of  frefh  Water  ;  and  upon  it  there  was 
anciently  a  Fort  and  if  that  was  thoroughly  repaired,  or  a  new  one  erected, 
and  there  were  either  Forts  or  Block-houfes  on  the  oppolite  Promontories, 
that  Part  of  the  River,  which  lies  between  Alio  way  and  Queen’s  Ferry,  would 
be  as  fecure  and  convenient  an  Haven,  for  any  Number  of  Ships,  as  could  be 
defired.  Below  Queen’s  Ferry,  die  North  and  South  Shores  receding,  the 
Body  of  Water  gradually  enlarges  till  it  becomes  two  or  three  Leagues  broad, 
affording  feveral  fafe  Harbours  on  both  Sides,  and  excellent  Roads  through¬ 
out,  unembarrafled  with  latent  Rocks,  Shoals,  or  Sands,  and  allowing  fecure 
Anchorage  to  the  larged  Ships  within  a  League  of  the  Coad,  in  almod  any  ' 
Part  of  the  Firth  ;  and,  to  Velfels  of  a  fmaller  Size,  within  a  Mile,  or  lefs  w. 
The  populous  and  plentiful  Countries  on  each  Side  of  the  Forth,  furnifh  vari¬ 
ous  Commodities  and  Manufactures ;  Corn,  Coal,  and  Lead,  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  former  ;  Shalloons,  and  other  woollen  Stuffs,  Thread,  Linen,  and 
Salt,  among  the  latter ;  to  which  we  may  add  Fifb,  which  is  a  very  profit¬ 
able  Article  *. 

Alloa,  or  Alloway,  may,  with  Propriety  enough,  be  regarded  as  the  Port 
of  the  Forth,  and  though  not  very  large,  is  a  well-built,  pleafant,  and  thriving 
Town.  There  is  a  very  handfbme  Street  that  leads  down  to  the  Flaven, 
which  is  very  fafe  and  convenient  for  Ships  of  any  Size.  Here  are  Ware- 
houfes  for  all  Sorts  of  Commodities,  with  two  Rope-Walks,  Saw-Mills  for  ' 
flitting  Fir  Timber,  with  Magazines  of  Hemp,  Tar,  Deal,  and  other  naval 
Stores  y.  The  Merchants  of  Glafgow  have  always  had  their  Eyes  upon 
this  Place,  as  lying  very  commodioufly  for  augmenting  their  Commerce ;  of 
which  we  fhall  fay  more  when  we  come  to  treat  of  that,  which  is  unquestion¬ 
ably  the  moil  flourifhing  Sea  Port  in  this  Part  of  the  Ifland ;  and  where,  as 
the  Merchants  have  larger  Fortunes,  they  are  able,  -as  well  as  inclined,  to 
drike  out  into  great  Schemes,  at  lead  for  this  Country,  where  the  principal 
Impediment  to  their  Commerce  is  the  Want  of  fufficient  Funds,  and  the 
Practice  of  withdrawing  thefe,  and  vetting  them  in  Land,  in  dead  of  conti¬ 
nuing  them  in  T rade,  as  foon  as  they  grow  any  thing  confiderable  2. 

Leith,  or  rather  the  two  Towns  of  North  and  South  Leith,  which  derive 
their  Name  from  the  River  that  feparates  them,  hand  on  the  South  Side  of  the 
Firth  of  Forth,  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  Port  to  the  City  of  Edin- 

u  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hiftoriae  Scotia?,  P.  i.  lib.  cap.  9.  Jonflon’s  Epigram  preferred 
in  Camden.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia. 

w  Cutler’s  CoafHng  Pilot,  p.  8. 

*  A  true  Defcription  and  Divifion  of  Scotland.  Atlas  Matttimus  et  Conunercialis,  p.  6.  Addi¬ 
tions  to  the  Englifli  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia. 

y  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  8.  Stat.  xxvii.  Geo.  II.  cap.  35.  f.  1. 

■*  Lindfey’s  Interefl:  of  Scotland  confldered,  p.  1 1 5. 
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burgh,  from  which  they  are  diftant  about  a  Mile,  with  an  admirable  Caufe- 
way  for  Foot-Paffengers,  and  a  very  commodious  Road  in  all  Weathers, 
between  them  a.  Thefe  Towns  of  North  and  South  Leith  are  joined  by  a 
verv  handfome  Stone  Bridge,  of  a  tingle  Arch,  over  the  River,  which  forms 
the  Harbour.  Here  is  alfo  a  Stone  Quay  for  the  Landing  of  Goods ;  and  a 
Stone  Pier,  which  is  carried  a  great  way  out  into  the  Sea,  which  defends  the 
Harbour,  notwithftanding  the  Flatnefs  of  the  Shore,  from  being  filled  up  with 
Sand,  as  by  North-Eaft  Winds  it  would  but  for  this  Precaution ;  and  there 
are  Break-Waters  alfo  on  the  other  Side.  There  has  been  within  thefe  few 
Years  much  Money  expended  in  the  Improvement  of  this  Port,  and  ftill 
greater  Improvements  are  under  Confideration,  which  (hews  that  their  Trade 
is  increafed,  and  ftill  increaftng  b.  The  Merchants  of  Edinburgh  have  very 
capacious  Warehoufes,  and  whatever  elfe  is  requifite  to  accommodate  either 
their  Trade  or  Shipping,  in  thefe  Towns,  much  enlarged  of  late;  and  the  Legi- 
flature  alfo  have  afforded  them  what  Aftiftance  they  have  applied  for  to  Par¬ 
liament,  towards  accomplifhing  whatever  fhould  be  found  expedient  for  aug¬ 
menting,  deepening,  or  fecuring,  the  Harbour,  or  might  contribute  to  its 
Safety  and  Convenience  c.  The  Firth  is  here  fomewhat  more  than  two 
Leagues  broad ;  and  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour  there  is  a  Road,,  where  the 
largeft  Ships  may  ride  with  Security. 

The  Firth,  or,  as  we  find  it  fometimes  written,  the  Frith  of  Forth,  is  at 
the  Mouth  of  it,  from  North  Berwick  to  Fifenefs,  full  five  Leagues  broad, 
having  the  little  Bland  of  May,  on  which  there  is  a  Lighthoufe,  and  there 
might  be  a  Fort,  in  the  midft  of  it;  and  to  the  Weft  of  this  the  rocky  Ifland 
of  Bafs,  notwithftanding  which,  the  largeft  Fleet  may  enter  and  fail  up  it 
many  Miles  with  the  utmoft  Facility,  and  in  the  greateft  Safety  d.  From  its 
Mouth  to  Stirling  Bridge  it  is  twenty  Leagues  in  Extent.  It  was  known  to  the 
Ancients  by  the  Name  of  Bodotria  e,  or,  as  Ptolemy  calls  it,  Bcderia,  and  has 
been  ever  famous  for  the  Number  of  its  Havens,  fome  of  which  indeed  are, 
in  their  prefent  Condition,  fcarce  worthy  of  that  Name ;  but,  however,  moft 
of  them  are  very  capable  of  being  put  in  a  much  better  State  than  that  into 
which  they  are  fallen,  whenever  the  Commerce  of  this  Country  fhall  require 
it  f  In  our  Cuftom-Houfe  Accounts  they  reckon  three  Ports  on  the  South 

a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  690.  A  ftiort  Account  of  Scotland,  p.  89.  Cutler’s  Coafting 
Pilot,  p.  8. 

b  Brome’s  Travels  through  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  213,  214.  Additions  to  Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  6. 

c  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  8.  Maitland’s  Hiflory  of  Edinburgh,  book  via.  p.  500.  Stat. 
xxvii.  Geo.  II.  cap.  8.  §.  1. 

d  Short  Account  of  Scotland,  p.  21.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  6. 

e  Tacit,  in  vita  Julii  Agricolae.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  688.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum 
Britannicarum,  p.  42. 

f  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8.  Cutler’s  CoafF 
ing  Pilot,  p.  6. 
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Side.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  Borrowftonnefs,  of  which  Alloa  is  a  Member,  and 
to  which  there  belong  belides  fixteen  Creeks ;  as  Prefton  Pans  has  five  g.  On 
the  North  Side  there  is  the  Port  of  Kircaldie,  which  is  a  pretty  well-built 
Town,  about  a  Mile  in  Length,  and  by  the  Afiifiance  of  an  A<ft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  its  Port  is  now  in  a  pretty  good  Condition,  with  a  Yard  for  build¬ 
ing  and  repairing  Ships,  Collieries,  Salt  Works,  and  a  Linen  Manufadtory  in  its 
Neighbourhood  h.  To  this  the  Anftruthers  Eaft  and  Weft  are  Members; 
and  there  belong  to  it  befides,  fifteen  Creeks  within  the  Limits  of  the  Firth. 
Thefe  are  fome  in  a  better,  foine  in  a  worfe  Condition,  but,  as  we  have  before 
remarked,  are  all  very  ful^eptible  of  Improvements ;  and  of  courfe  this  muft 
fully  fhew  how  exceedingly  commodious  the  Firth  is  for  foreign  Commerce. 
We  have,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Ports  of  Lynn  and  Hull,  fo  very  fully  explained 
the  numerous  Advantages  that  necefiarily  attend  Succefs  in  foreign  Trade  \ 
that  the  Reader  will  eafily  conceive  what  mighty  Benefits  may  be  drawn 
from  between  thirty  and  forty  Creeks  and  Havens,  that  lie  within  this  Firth, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  even  the  moft  remote  of  them,  within  the  Compafs  of 
about  thirty  Englilh  Miles  one  of  the  other. 

In  treating  of  thofe  Ports,  we  mentioned  the  Original  of  their  Com¬ 
merce  to  have  been  their  dealing  in  Iceland  Cod  ;  it  is  therefore  fit  we  fliould 
obferve  here,  that  the  Inhabitants  on  both  Sides  this  Firth,’  exclufive  of 
many  other  valuable  Branches  of  the  Fifhing  Trade,  and  efpeeially  of  Oyfters, 
not  inferior  perhaps  to  any,  have  an  Advantage  equivalent  to  this  at  their  very 
Doors  k.  The  Herring  Fifhery  in  the  Forth  lafts  annually  about  two  Months ; 
and  is,  or  might  be,  of  very  great  Service.  They  commonly  employ  about 
eight  hundred  Boats,  and  in  them  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  Men  and 
Boys  at  leaft.  It  is  computed  that  about  forty  thoufand  Barrels  of  Plerrings 
are  caught  and  cured  in  a  Seafon  1 ;  thefe,  though  lean,  are  very  firm,  found 
Fifh  ;  came  formerly  to  a  very  good  Market  in  Sweden,  and  are  ftill  fold  with 
confiderable  Profit  in  the  Canaries,  the  Weftern  Ifiands,  and  in  feveral  Parts 
of  America.  About  one-fixth  of  thefe  Herrings  may  be  fpent  at  home ;  and 
the  Value  of  what  is  exported  is  modeftly  computed  at  twenty  thoufand 
Pounds.  The  Manner  in  which  this  Fifhery  is  carried  on,  renders  it  exceed¬ 
ingly  beneficial  to  the  Country.  The  Boats  belong  partly  to  the  Fifhermen* 
who  employ  the  reft  of  the  Year  in  catching  of  White  Fifh ;  but  the  greateft 
Part  are  commonly  the  Property  of  Ship-carpenters,  and  other  Perfons,  on 

s  Ports  of  North  Britain,  with  their  Members  and  Creeks,  Edinburgh  1714,  8°.  Crouch’s 
Book  of  Rates,  p.  385,  386,  387. 

b  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  387.  Stat.  xv.  Geo.  II. 
cap.  8. 

*  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  165. 

k  Spruell’s  Account  current  between  England  and  Scotland,  p.  20,  21.  Atlas  Maritlmus  et 
Commercialis,  p.  9,  10. 

.}  Thelaterefi  of  Scotland  confidered,  p.  195.  Stat.  xiii.  Geo.  I.  cap.  30.  §.  1. 
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Shore  who  build  and  equip  them  in  the  way  of  Adventurers  j  and  the 
Hiftory  of  this  Fifhery  being  very  curious  and  entertaining,  as  well  as  perti¬ 
nent  to  our  Purpofe,  the  Reader  cannot  but  be  pleafed  that  we  enter  into  it. 

An  Adventure  of  this  kind  is  called  a  Drave  ;  and  is  thus  managed.  Two 
-or  three  Fifhermen  affociate  five  or  fix  Landmen  n  ;  for  there  are  commonly 
eight  or  nine  Men  to  a  Boat.  Each  Fifherman  has  a  Net  of  his  own ;  the 
reft  are  taken  up  of  the  Netmakers,  who  by  this  means  enter  likewife  into 
•the  Adventure.  A  Perfon  is  appointed  in  the  Nature  of  a  Purfer  who  lays 
in  Provifion,  and  other  Neceftaries,  and  receives  the  Money  for  which  the 
Herrings  are  fold.  When  the  Seafon  is  over,  the  Account  is  made  up  ;  and 
all  the  Expences  being  firft  difcharged,  what  remains  is  divided  into  eight  or 
nine  Shares,  or,  as  they  call  them,  Deals.  The  Proprietor  of  the  Boat  draws 
one  Deal  j  every  Fifherman  half  a  Deal ;  every  Net  half  a  Deal  j  every  Land¬ 
sman,  who  has  never  been  in  the  Trade  before,  a  Quarter  Deal  p.  Thus  all 
Parties  are  interefted  in  Profit  .and  Lofs ;  and  by  this  Fifhery  it  is  plain,  that 
feveral  thoufand  good  Seamen  are  made  every  Year,  who  work  the  other  ten 
Months  as  Labourers,  Farmers  Servants,  or  Artificers  q.  It  is  befides  a  Fund 
of  Bufinefs  for  'Ship-carpenters,  Coopers,  Spinners  of  Twine,  Netmakers,  and 
;o‘her  Mechanics,  for  the  better  Part  of  the  Year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a 
Fifhery  fo  ufeful  to  the  Country,  fhould  be  under  any  Difcouragements  j  and 
•yet  fome  there  are.  In  ancient  Times  there  was  a  certain  Quantity  of  Herrings 
taken  for  the  King’s  Kitchen and,  as  Impofitions  never  wear  out,  this  has  been 
-converted  into  a  Tax  of  ten  Shillings  upon  every  fizeable  Boat,  that  is,  every 
Boat  that  takes  three  thoufand  Herring ;  which  Duty  being  long  lince  granted 
away  by  the  Crown,  is  become  a  Tax  upon  the  Induftrious  for  the  Support  of 
the  Idle  r.  When  this  Fifhing  is  profitable,  the  poor  People  pay  it  chearfully 
enough ;  but  when,  as  it  too  often  happens,  this  proves  not  to  be  the  Cafe, 
they  complain  bitterly,  and  it  puts  them  out  of  Humour  with  the  Bufinefs  k 
There  is  a  Duty  likewife  to  be  paid  to  the  High  Admiral’s  Deputy,  who  pre- 

m  This  .is  exaflly  on  the  Plan  of  the  old  Dutch  Fifhery,  and  is  .at  once  the  moll  frugal,  the 
mod  fuccefsful,  and  the  bed:  calculated  for  the  public  Benefit. 

n  By  engaging  in  thefe  Adventures,  and  going  through  all  Parts  of  the  Herring  Fifhery,  fleer¬ 
ing  and  rowing  the  Boat  from  Place  to  Place,  Night  and  Day,  and  in  all  Winds  and  Weathers, 
thefe  Landmen,  in  . three  or  four  Years,  become  active  and  able  Seamen,  and  are  fo  efleemed  on 
board  Men  of  War. 

0  In  a  pretty  good  Year  the  Provifions,  and  .other  Neceflaries,  may  amount  to  about  a  third  of 
-the  Produce  of  the  Herrings,  and  very  feldom  to  lefs. 

p  Such  a  Landman,  whatever  his  Age  may  be,  is  Riled  a  Boy,  in  the  fame  Senfe  that  we  ufe  the 
•$Vord  Youngfler. 

S  Over  all  this  Coaft,  when  Servants  hire  themfelves  to  Places,  they  commonly  bargain  to  have 
the  Drave  free. 

r  This  is  one,  among  many  Inflances,  of  our  old  Conflkution  (utterly  unfavourable  to  Indu- 
<fh*y)  not  being  fo  thoroughly  rooted  out  as  we  imagine. 

3  The  Grantee  of  the  Crown  is  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Partner,  who,  without  contributing  either 
Labour  or  Money,  is  always  entitled  to  Profit,  even  where  thofe  who  contribute  both  are  fubjeft 
;£o  Lofs. 
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fides  over  this  Fifhery ;  which,  as  it  was  long  ago  obferved*  ought  to  be  taken 
away,  and  the  Efforts  of  thefe  poor,  but  adtive  and  induflrious  Men,  always 
precarious  in  their  Nature,  left  as  free  as  poffible.  How  far  a  late  Law,  for 
encouraging  this  Coafl  Fifhing,  has  operated  in  thefe  Particulars,  we  cannot 
fay  t ;  but  if  either  of  them  remain,  one  would  wifh  it  was  removed.  In 
former  Times  the  People  of  Fife  carried  on  a  more  extenfive,  and,  by  very 
far,  a  more  lucrative  Fifhery,  which  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  in 
another  Place  ;  but  in  the  Civil  Wars  they  received  fo  heavy  a  Blow,  that  this 
Bufinefs,  which  was  the  great  Support  of  the  Coafl  Towns,  has  been  difcon- 
tinued  ever  fince  u.- 

The  River  Tay,  called  by  the  Romans  Tavus,  or  Taus,  is  indifputably  the- 
largefl  in  North  Britain.  It  rifes  in  Braidalbin,  on  the  Frontiers  of  Lorn  y. 
and  having  in  the  Paffage  of  a  few  Miles  augmented  its  Stream,  by  the  Accef* 
lion  of  feveral  fmall  Rills,  fpreads  itfelf  into  a  little  Lake,  called  Loch  Doch- 
art;  out  of  which  having  run  but  a-  little  Space,  it  expands  itfelf  again. 
Leaving  this  fecond  Lake,  it  rolls  fome  Miles  with  a  confiderable  Body  of 
Water,  and  then  diffufes  itfelf  abroad  in  the  fpacious  Loch  Tay  ;  which,  rec¬ 
koning  from  the  Sources  of  the  River,  is  twenty-four  Miles  in  Length 
though,  flridlly  {peaking-,  the  Lake  is  but  thirteen  ;  almofl  as  foon  as  it  iffues 
from  hence,  it  receives  the  River  Lion,  coming  out  of  Loch,  and  running 
through  Glen  Lion  ;  which  having  travelled  in  a  manner  parallel  to  it,  from  its 
Source,  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  Miles,  at  length  joins  the 'Tay  as  it 
enters  Athol,  which  it  next  traverfes,  and  directing  its  Courfe  in  a  manner 
due  Eafl,  receives  almofl  all  the  Waters  of  that  Country.  Bendings  then  to 
the  South,  at  the  Diflance  of  fix  Miles,  it  reaches  Dunkel which,  in  the 
Language  of  our  Anceflors,  fignifies  the  Hill  of  H^zles,  was  the  very 
Center  of  the  old  Caledonia,  and  is  at  prefent  efleemed  the  Heart  of  the 
Highlands.  The  River  is  very  broad  here,  infomuch  that  there  is  a  Ferry 
over  it  at  each  End  of  the  Town.  Dunkel  was  formerly  a  Bifhop’s  See;  is 
pleafantly  fituated ;  and  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Athol  has  a  Palace  here,  and- 
Gardens,  enriched  with  every  thing  that  Art,  fupported  by  Expence,  condudted- 
by  corredl  Judgment,  and  directed  by  true  Tafle,  can  bellow  *.  Declining 

*  Stat.  xxix.  Geo.  II.  entitled,  “  An  A<fl  for  encouraging  the  Fifheries  in  that  Part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland.” 

0  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands  of  Scotland,  p.  356,  357.  Memoirs  of  Henry 
Guthry,  late  Bifhop  of  Dunkel,  in  Scotland  ;  wherein  the  Confplfacies  and  Rebellion  again!! 
King  Charles  I.  of  blefled  Memory,  to  the  Time  of  the  Murder  of  that  Monarch,  are  briefly 
and  faithfully  related,  p.  170.  The  Intereft  of  Scotland  confidered,  p.  184,  185. 

w  Tacit,  in  vit.  Julii  Agricolae.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  708.  Baxter!  Gloflarium  Antiquita- 
tum  Britannicarum,  p.  225. 

x  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hifloria,  lib.  i.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  708.  A  true  Defcrip¬ 
tion  of  the  Country  of  Scotland. 

y  Hecloris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hifloria,  lib.  i. 
Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  708. 

*  Additions  to  the  EnglifliTranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia, 
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ftill  to  the  South-Eaft,  with  a  winding  Courfe,  for  above  twelve  Miles,  the 
Tay  receives  a  large  Supply  of  Waters  from  the  County  of  Angus  ;  and  then 
running  South-Weft  for  eight  Miles  more,  is  joined  in  that  Space  by  feve- 
ral  Rivers,  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  is  the  Almond.  Turning  then 
to  the  South-Eaft,  at  the  Diftance  of  about  three  Miles  a,  this  copious  River 
comes  with  a  fwelling  Stream  to  Perth,  or  St.  Johnfton’s,  which  is  the  Capital 
of  the  Shire  of  that  Name,  and  a  very  pleafant,  plentiful,  and  thriving 
Place. 

The  Romans,  as  we  learn  from  the  moft  authentic  Authorities,  were  long 
in  this  Part  of  the  Country,  and  have  no-where  left  more  vifibie  Marks  of  their 
Manner  of  maintaining  Conquefts,  or  of  making  War  b.  The  Camp,  or,  as 
lome  rather  incline  to  call  it,  Caftle,  at  Ardoch,  is  one  of  the  moft  perfect  in 
our  Ifland ;  and  the  military  Way,  that  runs  Weft  ward  from  the  Caftle  of 
Duplin  to  the  Water  of  Erne,  is  ftill  very  ftrong  and  found  for  feveral  Miles, 
and  broad  enough  for  two  Coaches  to  pafs,  one  by  the  other,  with  Eafe  c. 
There  was,  as  our  Hiftorians  inform  us,  an  ancient  City  called  Berth,  which 
was  ruined  by  an  Inundation  of  the  Tay  in  the  Beginning  of  the  thirteenth 
Century,  at  fome  Diftance  from  the  Place  where  St.  Johnfton’s  is  now  feated  d. 
This,  which  probably  derives  its  Name  from  that,  is  a  Royal  Burgh,  or,  as  it 
is  ftiled  in  South  Britain,  a  Corporation,  which  Camden  calls  in  Latin,  Urbe- 
cula,  applied  with  great  Propriety  to  this  Place ;  which,  though  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Mountains,  and  furrounded  by  them  at  a  Diftance,  is  very  finely  litu- 
ated,  with  verdant  Plains  on  each  Side,  which  ferve  extremely  well  for  bleach 
Fields  j  and  are  highly  ufeful  to  the  Linnen  Manufacture,  which  is  the  chief 
Support  of  Perth  e.  Hither  in  the  Winter,  for  Bufinefs  partly,  and  partly  for 
Pleafure,  many  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  from  the  Highlands  relort,  and 
purchafe  whatever  Englifh,  and  other  Goods  and  Manufactures,  they  have 
occafion  for ;  and  there  is  likewile  a  -great  Intercourfe  by  Land  from  the 
Southern  Parts  of  the  Country;  to  facilitate  which,  Tolls  have  been  granted 
for  repairing  and  improving  the  Road  from  Stirling  hither,  by  a  late  ACt  of 
Parliament  f.  In  refpeCt  to  its  foreign  Commerce,  it  is  accounted  a  Port,  and 

a  Thefe  Diftances  are  very  carefully  taken  from  a  Map  of  the  King’s  Roads,  made  by  the  late 
General  Wade,  from  Stirling  to  Invernefs,  with  the  Countries  adjacent. 

b  Corn.  Tacitus  in  vita  Agricolas.  Camdeni  Britanni,  p.  707,  708.  Ricardi  Viti,  Hiftoriarum 
Britannia,  lib.  iv.  p.  318. 

c  Buchanani  Rerum  Bcoticarum  Hifloria,  lib.  iv.  Sir  Robert  Sibbald’s  Differtation  on  the 
Thule  of  the  Ancients  in  the  Engli/h  Edition  of  Camden’s  Britannia,  col.  1096,  1101.  Itine- 
rarium  Septentrionale,  or  a  Journey  through  moft  of  the  Counties  of  Scotland,  and  thofe  in  thp 
North  of  England,  by  Alexander  Gordon,  A.  M.  London,  1736,  Fol.  P.  i.  chap.  iv.  p.  41 . 

d  Hectoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Hiftoriae,  lib.  xiii.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib,  vij. 
Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  708. 

e  A  true  Defcription  of  the  Country  of  Scotland.  Short  Account  of  Scotland,  p.  89,  90. 
Additions  to  the  Englifti  Tranfktion  of  th,e  Britannia, 

/  Stat.  xxvi.  Geo.  II.  cap.  91. 
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lias  four  Creeks  dependant  on  it.  The  high  Country  behind  it  affords  plenti- 
ful  PaAure  to  Sheep  and  black  Cattle ;  and  the  Lowlands  produce  Abundance 
of  Corn.  When  the  Fir  Woods,  which  are  very  regularly  planted  about 
Dunkel,  come  to  be  felled,  and  the  other  Improvements  that  have  been  made 
•of  late  Years,  under  the  Aufpice  of  a  noble  Peer,  who  is  lefs  diftinguifhed  by 
his  Titles  than  his  Patriotifm,  fhall  alfo  be  made  known  by  their  Effects,  the 
Exports  from  Perth  will  be  more  confiderable  g.  At  prefent  the  Inhabitants 
drive  a  good  deal  of  domeAic  Trade;  and  their  Commerce  is  chiefly  to  Nor¬ 
way  and  the  Baltic,  to  which  Countries  they  fend  Corn  and  Linnen  ;  to  other 
Places,  befides  thefe,  fome  Lead,  and  great  Quantities  of  pickled  Salmon.  The 
Tide  flows  hither,  and  Ships  of  tolerable  Burthen  ride  in  the  Harbour ;  but 
thofe  of  a  larger  Size  remain  at  Dundee  K  As  Things  hand  at  prefent, 
Perth  may  be  confldered  not  only  as  a  Town  in  good  Condition,  but  as  one 
in  a  riling  State,  the  Trade  of  which  will  certainly  increafe  in  proportion 
as  the  Country  about  it  improves,  of  which,  in  confequence  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  coming  to  underhand,  the  only  effectual  Means,  of  engaging  them  to 
purfue  their  own  Interehs,  there  are  very  hrong  and  well-founded  Expec¬ 
tations. 


The  Tay  continuing  hill  a  South-Eah  Courfe,  receives  a  few  Miles  below 
Perth  the  River  Erne,  which  iffuing  from  a  Loch  of  the  fame  Name,  traverles 
the  Country  of  Strathern,  and  pafles  by  Abernethy,  once  the  Capital  of  the 
Pidlifh  Kingdom  i;  fwelled  by  the  Waters  of  this  lah  River,  the  Tay  run¬ 
ning  next  diredtly  Eah,  enlarges  itfelf  till  it  becomes  about  three  Miles  broad  ; 
but  contracts  again  before  the  Town  of  Dundee;  loon  after  which  it  opens  into 
the  German  Ocean  k.  At  the  Entrance  of  the  Firth  there  are  Sands  both  on 
the  North  and  on  the  South  Side ;  the  former  ftiled  Goa,  the  latter  Aberlay  and 
Drumlan  ;  and  before  thefe,  in  the  very  Mouth  of  the  Firth,  thofe  which  are 
•called  the  Crols  Sands.  At  Buttonnefs,  which  is  the  Northern  Promontory, 
there  are  two  Light-houles.  The  Space  between  the  North  and  the  South 
Sands  may  be  near  a  Mile,  with  about  three  Fathoms  Water;  but  being 
within  the  Firth,  it  grows  deeper ;  and  in  the  Road  of  Dundee,  is  full  fix 
Fathoms  b  The  Firth  of  Tay  is  not  indeed  fo  large,  or  fo  commodious,  as 
that  of  Forth,  but  from  Buttonnefs  to  Perth  it  is  not  lefs  than  forty  Miles ; 
and  the  whole  may  be,  without  any  great  Impropriety,  Ailed  a  Harbour,  which 


g  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  7.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  388.  Cutler’s  Coafl- 
ing  Pilot,  p.  8. 

h  Spruel’s  Account  current  between  England  and  Scotland.  Short  Account  of  Scotland,  p.  90. 
Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia.  Gordon’s  Itinerarium  Septentrionale,  P.  i. 


cap.  iv.  p.  34. 

1  He&oris  Boethii  Scotorum  Hiftoria,  lib.  x.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  v. 
Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  705.  Gordon’s  Itinerarium  Septentrionale,  P.  ii.  p.  164. 
k  A  true  Defcription  of  Scotland. 

1  Short  Account  of  Scotland,  p.  90.  '  Atlas  Maritimus  &  Commercialis,  p.  7.  Cutler’s 
Coafting  Pilot,  p.  8. 
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has  Fife  on  one  Side,  and  the  Shires  of  Perth  and  Angus  on  the  other,  veiy 
fertile  and  pleafant  Countries  both  ™.  It  is  impoffible  to  fay  this  without 
reflecting  a  little  upon  the  Situation  of  Fife,  which  lies  between  thefe  Firths, 
and  has,  or  rather  had,  befides  thole  in  thefe  two  Firths,  fome  other,  and 
thofe  not  contemptible  Harbours,  immediately  upon  the  Sea  n,  One  would  be- 
apt  to  imagine  that,  from  fo  excellent  a  Situation,  this  Country  mud  have 
been  diliinguifhcd  by  being  wonderfully  populous,  crouded  with  Towns,  and 
thefe  Towns  abounding  with  Commerce.  Anciently  it  feems  it  was  fo  °  j  and 
if  it  be  not  in  this  Condition  now,  the  Reafons  may,  without  Difficulty,  be 
affigned  ;  it  would  be  well  if  they  were  as  eaflly  removed.  After  the  Acceffion 
of  King  James  the  Sixth  to  the  Throne  of  England,  the  Court  Lords  extended’ 
what  they  called  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  but  which  refting  in  their  Hands, 
was  in  reality  theirs  beyond  meafure;  and  this  was  oppofed,  for  Purpofes 
merely  their  own,  by  others,  who,  in  Right  of  their  Popularity,  exercif$d  alfo 
a  Power  more  detrimental  to  the  public  Peace,  and  not  at  all  more  directed  to 
the  public  Good  ;  and  thus  the  true  Principles  of  Policy  were  in  a  manner 
loft.  On  the  other  hand*  an  unreafonable  and  ill-timed  Zeal  for  Forms,  pro¬ 
duced  as  unreafonable  an  Averfion  to  Things  indifferent  in  themfelves and 
thus,  while  Religion  was  all  the  Cry,  the  true  Spirit  of  the  Chriftian  Faith, 
was  in  a  manner  extinguifhed.  Party  Difputes  in  Church  and  State  deftroy- 
ing,  as  they  ever  will  do,  all  Senfe  of  public  Spirit,  made  way  for  a  Civil  War, 
which  ruined  the  fmall  Remains  of  paft  Profperity.  After  the  Reftoration, 
an  oppreffive  Government  in  one  Part  of  the  Country,  which  connived,  for 
its  own  Support,  at  the  Eftabliffiment  of  a  more  oppreffive  Ariftocracy  in  the 
other,  extirpated  all  Seeds  of  Induftry,  and  brought  on  that  general  Decay  in 
Agriculture  , Manufactures,  and  Commerce,  which,  however  vifible,  was,  till 
very  lately,  rather  to  be  lamented,  even  by  the  moft  difinterefted  Patriots,  than 
with  any  rational  Hopes  of  Succels  to  be  put  in  any  Train  of  being  reco¬ 
vered.  However  diftafteful  in  one  Light  the  Contemplation  of  its  former  Great- 
nefs  may  be,  it  cannot  but  afford  us  Satisfaction  in  another;  for  what  has 
once  been,  may  moft  certainly  be  again.  The  Country  and  the  Climate, 
without  queflion,  are  as  good  as  ever ;  and  though  the  fame  thing  cannot  be 
faid  of  its  Ports,  yet,  with  fome  Labour,  and  a  little  Expence,  even  thefe  may 
be  made  fo  ;  after  which,  if  any  Method  can  be  found  to  employ  in  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  thereby  engage  the  Youth  to  remain  at  home,  there  is  no  Doubt 
that  an  indefatigable  Application  may  quickly  reftore  what  a  Series  of  unfortu¬ 
nate  Accidents,  fucceeded  byfupine  NegleCt,  have  brought  into  fo  melancholy 
a  Condition. 

m  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Cbmmer- 
cia’ls,  p.  7. 

“  The  Reader  will  meet  with  a  fuccinft  Account  of  thefe  Ports  in  the  fucceeding  Chapter. 

0  Joannis  Leflaei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotias  Defcriptio,  p.  22,  23.  Buchanani  Rerum  Sco- 
ticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Cam  deni  Britannia,  p.  704;  and  particularly  Johnflon’s  elegant  and  excel¬ 
lent  epigrammatick  Defcription. 
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The  Alle&um  or  Taiodunum  of  the  Ancients,  now  the  Town  of  Dundee, 
which  is  alfo  a  Royal  Burgh,  Rands  at  the  Diftance  of  two  Leagues  within  the 
Mouth  of  the  Firth,  upon  which  it  has  a  convenient  Harbour,  joined  to  the 
Town,  by  aCaufeway,  neatly  planted  with  Trees  p.  This  Place  is  very  ele¬ 
gantly  built,  the  Houfes  of  Stone,  though  not  very  high,  with  four  large  open 
Streets,  and  a  very  fpacious  Market  Place  4.  The  rich  Countries  of  Gowry 
and  Merns,  which  lie  behind  it,  lupply  great  Quantities  of  Corn,  that 
are  laid  up  in  convenient  Granaries  there,  and  may  be  confidered  as  the  flaple 
Commodity  of  the  Place.  The  Inhabitants  had  formerly  a  very  extenfive 
inland  Trade,  and  an  advantageous  Commerce  to  the  North,  by  which  they 
grew  very  opulent,  and,  as  the  Cuftom  of  that  Country  is,  difplayed  it  alike 
in  their  public,  and  in  their  private  Buildings  1*.  Their  Harbour  was  well 
Roared,  admitted  Ships  of  large  Burthen ;  and  they  had  very  fubflantial  and 
capacious  Wareboufes  to  receive  their  Cargoes.  All  this  Grandeur,  however, 
ferved  only  to  bring  on  it  a  very  fevere  Calamity;  for  in  the  Civil  Wars,  after 
the  fatal  Defeat  of  King  Charles  the  Second’s  Forces,  the  fuppoled  Strength, 
and  great  Extent  of  the  Place,  induced  many  to  take  Shelter  here,  and  many 
more  to  fend  their  Effects  hither,  which  quickly  drew  the  Englifh  Army  before 
the  Towmj  and  though  Major-General  Lumfden  made  a  gallant  Defence, 
it  was  carried  by  Storm  September  1,  1651,  and  all  that  were  in  Arms  put 
to  the  Sword.  The  Plunder  here  was  prodigious,  and  the  Lofs  the  heaviell 
that  the  Trade  of  Scotland  ever  received.  There  were  then  in  this  Harbour 
threefcore  Sail  of  Ships,  a  Circumftance  fufticient  to  demonftrate  the  Truth 
of  what  has  been  faid.  We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  Dundee  is  no 
more  what  it  was.  The  Truth  is,  that  though  the  Inhabitants  Rruggled  for  a 
Time,  and  made  their  utmoR  Efforts  to  repair  this  Difaffer,  yet  they  found 
their  Endeavours  vain,  and  their  Affairs  ever  after  on  the  decline.  So  that, 
even  before  the  Union,  their  Commerce  began  to  decay,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that,  their  Harbour  and  public  Works ;  and  this  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Legiffature  for  Relief,  and  in  the  JaR 
Parliament  held  in  Scotland,  obtained  a  Grant  of  a  fmall  Excife  Duty,  of  one- 
third  of  an  Englifh  Penny,  upon  every  Gallon  of  Ale  or  Beer  fold  in  the 
Town  t,  for  the  Term  of  twenty-five  Years,  payable  to  the  Provoft,  Magi- 
ffrates,  and  Town  Council  of  the  Place,  who  were  appointed  Tru flees  for 
paying  the  public  Debts  of  the  Town,  and  for  clearing  or  improving  the 

p  Camdeni  Britannia,  p:  710..  True  Defcription  jnd  Divifion  of  Scotland.  Atlas  Maritimus 
et  Commercialis,  p.  7.  Gordon’s  Itinerarium  Septentrionale,  P.  i.  chap.  iv.  p.  33. 

9  Short  Accou.nt  of  Scotland,  p.  104,  105.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  8.  Additions  to  the 
laft  Edition  of  the  Britannia  in  Englifh,  col.  952. 

r  See  the  Defcription  of  this  Place  by  Johnllon  (who  was  born  near  it),  in  Camden.  See  alio 
the  Article  of  Dundee,  in  DoCtor  Jeremy  Collier’s  Geographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary. 

s  Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoires,  p.  361.  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  325,  326.  Heath  s 
Chronicle,  p.  301. 

1  This  A<ft  was  never  printed,  but  the  Title  appears  in  the  third  Volume  of  the  Scots  Acts, 
p.  782,  and  the  Subftance  recited  in  the  fubfcquent  ACts  of  the  Britifh  Parliament. 
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Harbour ;  and  for  rebuilding  the  common  Hall  and  Gaol ;  and  for  maintain¬ 
ing  other  public  Works  of  the  Town,  and  paving  the  Streets ;  and  for  giving 
Salaries  to  Matters  for  inttrudting  Youth.  This  Duty  has  been  continued  to 
them  for  the  fame,  and  other  like  Purpofes  of  public  Utility,  by  two  fubfe- 
quent  A<tts,  and  has  been  highly  lerviceable  u. 

1  have  intttted  on  this  the  more  particularly,  and  tranfcribed  the  very 
Words  of  the  Statute,  that  it  may  ferve  to  explain  what  is  intended  by  thefe 
Grants,  which  are  often  mentioned  elfewhere,  and  that  I  might  have  an 
Opportunity  of  obferving  how  much  better  a  Method  this  is  of  fupporting  a 
decayed  Town,  and  repairing  Harbours  w,  than  laying  Duties  upon  the  Ships 
that  come  to  the  Port,  which  is  really  counteracting  the  very  Defign  of  fuch 
Grants,  as  every  additional  Burthen  upon  Trade  mutt  contribute  rather  to 
leffen  than  increafe  it;  whereas  this  very  light,  and  almoft  infignificant,  Tax 
upon  the  common  Drink,  anfwers  the  Purpofe  much  more  effectually.  It  is 
alfo  neceffary  to  remark,  that  in  all  thefe  Laws  there  are  Perfons  of  great 
DiftinCtion  appointed  as  Overfeers  x,  and  a  Day  fixed  for  the  Truftees  to  make 
up  their  annual  Accounts ;  fo  that  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  that 
any  Frauds  ffiould  be  committed,  or  the  Ends  for  which  the  Relief  was  given, 
fruftrated  or  negleCted  y. 

The  River  of  Southefk  rifes  amongft  the  Mountains  in  the  North  of  Angus, 
called  Binchichins ;  running  dire&Iy  South  for  many  Miles,  till,  near  the  Seat  of 
the  Earl  of  Airly,  it  makes  an  Angle,  and  direCts  its  Courfe  Eaftward  through 
the  County  of  Forfar,  and,  after  vifiting  Brechin,  once  a  Bifhop’s  See,  where 
there  is  a  noble  Stone  Bridge  of  two  Arches  over  it  falls  at  length  into  the  Ger¬ 
man  Ocean  a  little  below  Montrofe.  This  is  faid  to  have  been  the  Manturum  of 
the  Romans,  and  confequently  there  was  no  Foundation  for  latinizing  it,  as  fome 
of  our  Antiquaries  have  done,  by  Mons  Rofeus,  or  Mons  Rofarum,  the  Mount 
of  Rofes  a.  The  new,  it  feems,  being  only  a  Recovery  of  the  ancient  Britifh 
Name,  Mant  er  ofc,  which  is  no  more  than  the  Mouth  of  the  Stream  L  The 
Town  is  tolerably  well  built,  making  one  long  Street  parallel  to  the  River, 

u  Stat.  iv.  Geo.  II.  cap.  2.  xx.  Geo.  II.  cap.  17.  §.  1. 

Taxes,  even  upon  the  Neceftaries  of  Life,  when  for  neceffary  Ufes,  prudently  impofed,  and 
frugally  expended,  are  never  regretted,  and,  inflead  of  difcouraging,  promote  Induftry. 

x  In  thefe  Acts  the  Earl  of  Strathmore,  and  other  Perfons  of  Quality  and  Diftinttion,  who 
have  Property  in  the  Neighbourhood,  are  appointed  to  audit  the  annual  Accounts. 

Y  By  fuch  Accounts  it  appears  how  Repairs  and  Improvements  are  gradually  made,  and  fome' 
times  (as  in  the  prefent  Cafe)  the  Truftees  are  impowered  to  borrow  on  the  Fund  conceded  by 
the  Acf. 

2  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  71 1.  Gordon’s  Itinerarium  Septentrionale,  P.  ii.  p.  165.  Additions 
to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia. 

3  Joan.  Leflaei,  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  33.  Hedoris  Boethii,  Scotorum 
Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  5,  6.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  71 1. 

'T  Baxter;  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britanaicarum,  p.  17  o. 
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and  another  (hotter  one,  that  crofles  it.  At  the  Entrance  there  is  a  Rock  on 
the  North,  called  the  Stone,  and  a  Sand  Bank  on  the  South,  called  the  Annot ; 
but  the  Port  is  tolerably  good,  when  a  Ship  is  once  in,  and  will  be  better 
when  the  Improvements  are  made,  for  which  the  Burghers  obtained  a  Grant 
of  the  fame  Nature  with  that  before-mentioned  to  the  Town  of  Dundee, 
which  cannot  but  be  favourable  to  the  T rade  of  its  Inhabitants  c. 

The  River  Dee  has  its  Sources  on  the  Sides  of  the  Mountains,  or,  as  they 
are  Riled  in  this  Country,  the  Braes  of  Mar.  It  runs  almoft  a  direct  Eaft 
Courfe  of  fifty  Miles ;  is  a  clear  (harp  Stream,  gradually  augmented  by  many 
Brooks  and  Rivulets,  and  celebrated  from  all  Antiquity  for  breeding  great 
Quantities  of  moft  excellent  Salmon  d.  The  River  Don  rifes  fome  Miles 
farther  to  the  North  ;  and  declining  to  the  South-Eaft,  falls,  as  well  as  the  Dee, 
into  the  German  Ocean.  Both  of  thefe  Rivers  have  Bridges  over  them,  at 
no  great  Diftance  from  their  Fall ;  that  over  the  Dee  confifts  of  feven  Arches, 
and  is  efteemed  a  Work  of  much  Magnificence ;  that  upon  the  Don  is  only 
of  a  fingle  Arch,  fuflained  on  each  Side  by  a  Rock,  and  is  a  moft  noble  and 
furprizing  Piece  of  Workmanfhip  e.  The  Salmon  Fifhery  has  been  a  con- 
ftant  Objedt  of  Government  in  this  Kingdom  for  upwards  of  three  hundred 
Years  ;  for  by  a  Law  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  Firft  f,  the  killing  of 
Salmon  in  forbidden  Time,  is  prohibited  under  the  Penalty  of  forty  Shillings 
for  the  firft  Offence ;  and  for  the  third,  the  Offender  was  to  lofe  his  Life,  or 
to  ranfom  it.  This  forbidden  Time  was  from  the  Feaft  of  Affumption  to 
that  of  St.  Andrew ;  that  is,  from  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft  to  the  thirtieth  of 
November  g.  By  another  Statute  in  the  fame  Reign,  it  was  provided,  that 
Merchants  felling  of  Salmon  in  foreign  Parts,  fhould  bring  back  its  Value, 
one  Moiety  in  ready  Money,  and  the  other  in  Gafcoigne  Wine  L  By  a  Law 
in  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  Fifth,  the  former  Statutes  are  directed  to  be 
put  into  ftritft  Execution  i  and  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  Sixth,  there 
is  another  Law  for  enforcing  thefe  Penalties,  as  alfo  for  regulating  the  Size  of 
Cafks,  according  to  the  Standard  kept  at  Aberdeen  k  ;  and  by  a  Statute  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  the  Second  1,  it  is  directed  that  each  Barrel  fhall  contain  ten 
Stirling  Gallons  and  the  better  to  afcertain  this,  thole  Barrels  were  to  be 

c  Stat.  vi.  Geo.  i.  cap.  7.  vli.  Geo.  II.  cap.  5. 

d  HeCtovis  Boethii,  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  5.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  P.  I. 
p.  88.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  712. 

c  See  the  Article  of  Aberdeen  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Atlas  Maritimus  Commercialis,  p.  8. 
Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranllation  of  Camden. 

f  Stat.  Jac.  i.  par.  1.  cap.  10.  pag.  3. 

*  Stat.  Jac.  i.  p.  2.  c.  35.  pag.  9. 

h  Stat.  Jac.  i.  p.  10.  cap.  132.  pag.  41.  This  was  the  ufual  Strain  of  Policy  in  thofe  Times ; 
and  the  like  Provifion  was  made  fometimes  in  refpeCt  to  EngliRi  Wool. 

'  Stat.  Jac.  v.  p.  4.  c.  16.  pag.  206. 

k  Stat.  Jac.  6.  p.  8.  c.  141.  pag.  491. 

1  Stat.  Car.  ii.  p.  1.  fell.  1.  c.  33.  pag.  19 1. 
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marked  by  the  Coopers  who  made,  and  alfo  by  the  Merchants  who  exported 
them,  under  certain  Penalties.  There  are,  beddes  thefe,  feveral  later  Laws 
for  regulating  the  Manner  of  taking  Salmon  in  Rivers ;  for  enforcing  the 
former  Laws,  with  new  and  milder  Penalties ;  and  for  other  Purpofes,  that  were 
adeemed  likely  to  promote  this  Fifhery  j  and  to  fupport  the  Credit  of  the  Sal¬ 
mon  caught  and  cured  in  Scotland,  and  fent  from  thence  to  foreign  Parts nj. 

The  Reafons  have  been  already  afligned  why  Salmon  are  fuppofed  to  delight 
in  thefe  Rivers ;  but  there  may  be  alfo  other  Caufes,  with  which  we  are  not 
acquainted,  fince  in  North  Britain,  and  in  other  Countries,  thefe  Fifh  are  found 
in  great  Abundance  in  fome  Rivers ;  while  in  others,  that  are  very  near  them, 
and  that  differ  not  in  any  difcernable  Quality,  Salmon  are  never  caught  at  ail. 
They  didinguifh  thefe  Fifh  according  to  their  Sizes ;  the  fmaller  are  called 
Grils,  which  fome  fuppofe  to  be  a  Kind  of  Salmon-Trout,  and  the  larger, 
which  pafs  iimply  under  the  Name  of  Salmon.  In  fome  Places  the  larger,  in 
others,  the  lefs  are  edeemed ;  but  in  refpedl  to  both  Sorts  it  is  allowed,  that 
their  Excellency  in  a  great  meafure  depends  upon  the  Packing  and  Curing ; 
and  therefore  nothing  can  be  of  fo  high  Importance  to  the  promoting  and 
fupporting  this  Branch  of  Commerce,  as  the  putting  thofe  Laws,  that  were 
fo  prudently  made  in  reference  to  this  Matter,  dridtly  in  Execution  n,  which 
has  been  die  great  Merit  of  the  Magiflrates  of  Aberdeen,  and,  as  will  ever 
happen  in  fuch  Cafes,  hath  effablifhed  an  Opinion  of  fuperior  Value,  and  con- 
fequently  procured  a  fuperior  Price  at  foreign  Markets.  So  that  this  Fifhery, 
more  efpecially  in  thefe  Rivers,  is  dill  of  great  Conlequence  ;  and,  by  a  very 
late  Law,  the  Inhabitants  are  allowed  to  export  either  pickled  or  dried  Sal¬ 
mon,  on  certain  Terms,  into  South  Britain,  either  for  home  Confumption  or 
Re-exportation,  which  cannot  fail  of  proving  a  drong  Encouragement  to  this 
Branch  of  the  North  Britifh  Fifhery,  and  was  an  Indulgence  long  defired, 
as  well  as  very  much  wanted 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Don  hands  the  City  of  Aberdeen,  better  known  by 
the  Name  of  Old  Aberdeen,  fo  .clofe  to  the  Sea  Side,  that  fome  Part  of  it  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  wafhed  away.  It  was  a  Bifhop’s  See,  the  Cathedral 
being  dedicated  to  St.  Macher.  Towards  the  Clofe  of  the  fifteenth  Century 
the  King’s  College  was  founded  there,  and  the  Privileges  of  a  Univerfitv 
granted  in  the  mod  ample  Terms,  though,  as  a  Place  of  public  Study,  it  had 
been  a  Seat  of  the  Mufes  long  before  p.  This  Cathedral  and  College  are 
very  handfome  Buildings,  and  the  chief  Ornaments  of  the  Place.  At  the 

“  Stat.  W  &  M.  cap.  v.  pag.  335.  W.  HI.  cap.  xii.  pag.  492  ;  cap.  xxiii.  pag.  5 id. 

n  Deflandes  Recueii  de  different  Traitez  de  Phyfique,  p.  169.  Dictionnaire  Univerfelle  de 
Commerce,  tom.  iii.  col.  695,  696.  Spruel’s  Account  current  between  Scotland  and  England . 

0  Stat.  xxix.  Geo.  II. 

p  Heftoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regiii  Defcriptio,  fol.  5.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hifloria, 
lib.  i.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  712. 
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Diftance  of  a  Mile  South  Hands  New  Aberdeen,  upon  the  River  Dee,  the 
County  Town,  feated  on  three  Hills,  and  ftretching  itfelf  every  Way.  In 
the  Beginning  of  the  fixteenth  Century  the  Marfhal  College  was  q  ere&ed  and 
endowed,  has  all  the  Privileges  of  a  Univerlity ;  and  has  received  lately  con- 
iiderable  Additions,  as  well  from  the  Benevolence  of  its  own  Members,  as  the 
well-judged  Generofity  of  the  Town.  Here  is  a  very  fpacious  Market-Place  , 
the  Houfes  in  general  very  well  built,  and  public  Edifices,  particularly  two 
Churches,  very  fpacious  and  beautiful  Structures  r.  Few  Cities  are  in  PofTef- 
fion  of  more,  or  of  greater  natural  Advantages  than  Aberdeen ;  the  Air  is 
pure  and  wholfome,  the  Climate  remarkably  mild ;  excellent  Water,  and,  as 
we  have  before  obferved,  a  medicinal  Spring.  Provifions  of  all  Sorts,  good  in 
their  Kind,  and  very  cheap  ;  and  the  People  of  the  Place  diffinguilhed  for 
their  courteous  Behaviour  s. 

These  Circumftances  premifed,  we  need  not  wonder  that  this  is  a  popu¬ 
lous  Place,  or  that  it  fhould  be  accounted  the  third  in  North  Britain,  having  fo 
many  different  Methods  to  attraCl,  and  not  fewer  Means  to  preferve  and  main¬ 
tain,  its  Inhabitants  j  as  enjoying  a  great  inland  Trade,  and  drawing  from  the 
adjacent  Countries  Commodities  and  Manufactures  of  very  confiderable  Va<~ 
lue  t.  In  the  Shire  of  Aberdeen  there  are  Quarries  of  fpotted  Marble,  and 
alfo  fome  of  very  good  Slate.  Grain  of  all  Sorts,  and  from  Counties  at  a 
confiderable  Diftance,  are  brought  thither,  as  to  the  belt  Market.  There  are 
vaft  Plantations  of  fine  Fir  Trees  in  its  Neighbourhood,  which  in  Time  muff 
prove  very  beneficial,  more  efpecially  if  by  any  means  Pot-afhes,  Pitch,  and 
Tar,  could  be  made  to  Advantage  u.  The  Salmon  Fifhery  is,  as  we  have 
before  obferved,  of  very  great  Confequence.  From  the  Clofe  of  January, 
and  during  the  three  fucceeding  Months,  there  are  fent  to  the  London  Market, 
to  the  Value  of  two  or  three  thoufand  Pounds.  After  that  Time,  they  are 
cured  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have  the  Reputation  of  being  the  befit  in  the 
World  ;  and  the  annual  Export  is  about  one  hundred  Lafts  w.  Some  Attempts 
have  been  made  in  the  Herring  and  Whale  Fifheries ;  and,  fooner  or  later, 
there  are  good  Grounds  to  prefume  the  Inhabitants  of  thele  Places  mu  ft  fuc- 
ceed  in  both  x.  They  likewife  export  large  Quantities  of  pickled  Pork, 
which  is  remarkably  fweet  and  firm,  and  admirably  cured.  They  make  here 

s  A  true  Defcripti'on  and  Divifion  of  Scotland.  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of  the 
Britannia.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  P.  Hi.  p.  185. 

r  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8. 
s  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Naturalis  Hifloriae  Scotias,  P.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 

*  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8.  Beawes’s  Merchants  Directory,  p.  587. 
u  The  moft  elfeCtual  Method,  perhaps,  for  obtaining  this,  is  firlt  to  give  a  Bounty  for  the 
aftual  making,  and  publifliing  the  Method  of  making,  Pitch,  Tar,  and  Pot-aflies,  at  a  low  Price; 
and  then  granting  a  fmall  Bounty,  for  a  certain  Term  of  Years,  for  fuch  Quantities  of  thefe 
Manufactures  as  (hall  be  made  and  fold  at,  or  below,  that  Price. 

w  DiCtionnaire  Univerfelle  de  Commerce,  tom.  iii.  col.  695.  SpruePs  Account  current  between 
Scotland  and  England.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8. 

c  feveral 
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feveral  Kinds  of  Woollen  Manufactures,  particularly  Stockings,  coarfe  and 
fine  ;  which  Trade  was  very  great  before  the  Union,  declined  afterwards,  and  is 
of  late  Years  recovered,  and  that  chiefly  from  their  ufing  and  manufacturing  of 
their  own  Wool  y.  They  likewife  made  Plaids,  Fingrams,  and  fome  other 
coarfe  Goods.  The  Linen  Manufacture  alfo  flourifhed  exceedingly  ;  and  there  * 
were  molt  excellent  Ofnabrugs  made,  fo  called  from  their  relembling  the  Ger¬ 
man  Linens  of  that  Name,  till  the  Sulpenfion  of  the  Bounty  upon  the  Linen 
Manufacture  gave  a  Check  to  that  Species  of  Industry,  which,  however,  it  is 
hoped  will  revive.  There  have  been  alfo  large  Quantities  of  Yarn  fpun  here, 
exported  to  South  Britain,  and  wrought  up  at  Manchester  and  other  Places; 
which  is  a  Strong  Proof  as  well  of  the  InduStry  of  the  People,  as  of  the 
Cheapnefs  of  Labour ;  two  CircumStances  that  afford  us  the  beff  Grounds  to 
hope,  that  whatever  new  Improvements  may  be  attempted  either  in  Woollen 
or  Linen,  will  have  a  very  fair  Chance  of  Succeeding  in  Aberdeen.  There  is 
alfo  a  Manufacture  of  Sail-Cloth  here,  and  a  considerable  Trade  is  likewife 
driven  in  the  fineSt  Sorts  of  Linen.  Of  late,  in  confequence  of  thefe,  and 
other  fuch-like  Efforts  of  Induftry,  they  have  carried  on  fome  Trade  to  the 
Northern  Plantations,  which  in  Procels  of  Time  may  prove  very  beneficial  to 
the  People  z. 

The  Port  of  Aberdeen,  which  has  a  great  Extent  of  CoaSt,  and  not  fewer 
than  twenty  Creeks  dependant  upon  it,  is  no  more  than  a  Tide  Haven,  with  a 
Bar  that  Sometimes  fhifts  a.  But  with  fome  Expence  might  be  rendered  not 
bare  fafe,  but  capacious  alfo,  and  very  commodious.  In  the  Year  1695  b?  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Place  obtained  from  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  not  only 
Such  an  Imposition  upon  Ale,  as  has  been  before-mentioned,  in  refpeCt  to  the 
Town  of  Dundee,  but  likewife  upon  feveral  Kinds  of  Goods  imported  into  the 
Said  Town,  and  fold  there,  to  pay  off  the  Debts  of  the  Town,  and  to  make 
good  the  Lofies  fuftained  during  the  intefiine  Commotions  in  Scotland  after  the 
Revolution ;  which  Impofitions  were  to  continue  for  thirteen  Years.  This 
Term  was  enlarged  by  an  ACt  in  1707  for  twenty-five  Years;  and  has  been 
further  prolonged,  by  a  late  Statute,  for  the  like  Tmie  c.  But,  however  ufe- 
ful,  however  adequate,  Grants  of  this  Sort  may  be,  to  the  Repair  or  Support 
of  decaying  Burghs,  or  Havens  injured  by  Time,  yet  there  are  particular  Cafes, 
and  particular  Seafons  too,  in  which  fomething  more  ought  to  be  done  <L  The 

y  Sprnel’s  Account  current  between  Scotland  and  England,  Chap.  87,  89,  120.  Smith’s 
Memoires  of  Wool,  Edit.  1747,  8°,  vol.  ii.  chap.  90.  p.  68. 

z  Intereft  of  Scotland  confidered,  p.  100.  Bea wes’s  Merchants  Directory,  p.  587.  The  Pro- 
grefsand  Improvement  of  the  Linen  Manufacture  of  North  Britain  conlidered. 

a  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  385,  386.  Cutler’s 
Coalting  Pilot,  p.  8.  . 

8  See  the  Titles  of  thefe  Acts,  for  they  are  not  printed,  in  the  Scots  ACts  of  Parliament,  vol.  iii. 

•p.  460.  782. 

c  Stat.  iv.  Geo.  II.  cap.  13.  §.  1. 

d  The  granting  a  reafonable  Sum,  to  a  particular  Place,  for  Purpofes  afligned,  and  thefe  too  pub¬ 
lic  Purpofes,  can  never  be  thought  an  improper  Application  of  public  Money. 

Situation 
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Situation  of  Aberdeen  at  this  Jun&ure,  is  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  of  North  Britain ;  and  if  a  Sum  was  given  at 
once  by  Parliament,  for  putting  the  Haven  into  the  belt  Condition  poffible,  it 
might  be  very  prudently  laid  out,  and  would  produce  a  very  large  Augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  Cuftoms  of  that  Port,  from  the  Time  it  was  completed  e.  It  is 
already  the  Harbour  upon  this  Coaft  where  the  mod;  conliderable  Bufinefs  is 
tranfaCted.  But  if  it  was  enlarged,  rendered  fafer,  and  more  convenient,  there 
might  be  much  more  Bufinefs  done  than  there  is,  which  would  not  only  be  a 
local  Benefit  to  the  Town  and  Shire  of  Aberdeen,  but  to  all  the  Counties  in 
the  North-Eaft  of  Scotland ;  as  might  be  very  eafily  proved  if  that  fhould 
ever  become  necelfary,  or  rather  is  fo  apparent,  that  it  Hands  in  no  Need  of 
laboured  Arguments  to  fupport,  or  rhetorical  Flourishes  to  recommend  it. 

The  River  Devon,  or  Dovern,  rifes  not  many  Miles  North  from  the  Don  ; 
and  running  through  Strath  Bogie  in  a  winding  Courfe,  declining  however  con- 
ftantly  to  the  North-Eaft  till  it  reaches  the  Town  of  Strathbogie,  and  then  runs 
for  a  few  Miles  direCtly  North,  turns  afterwards  dye  Eaft,  at  length  turns 
again  to  the  North  ;  and  pafting  many  Miles  on  one  Side  of  a  beautiful 
Country,  which  from  thence  derives  the  Name  of  Strathdevon,  bending  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  Weft,  falls  at  length  into  that  Part  of  the  German  Ocean  which  is 
ftiled  Murray  Firth  f.  This  pleafant  and  beautiful  River  contributes,  in  the 
Difcharge  of  its  Waters,  to  form  two  little  Harbours  for  the  Town  of  BamfF, 
which  is  a  royal  Burgh,  and  the  chief  Place  in  the  Shire  to  which  it  gives 
Name  3.  It  is  not  either  large  or  rich,  but  neat,  and  tolerably  well-built. 
What  little  Trade  there  is,  confifts  in  the  Exportation  of  Corn,  and  fait  Sal¬ 
mon.  The  Linen  Manufacture  begins  to  fpread  in  its  Neighbourhood  j  but 
as  its  Ports  can  only  receive  Veftels  of  fmall  Burthen,  there  is  not  much  to  be 
expeCted  from  its  Commerce,  though  the  Country  adjacent  is  far  from  being 
infertile,  and  there  is  Plenty  of  Alom  Stones,  which,  with  fome  Expence,, 
and,  under  judicious  Management,  might  turn  to  good  Account  K 

The  River  of  Spey,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Tuefis  of  Ptolemy,  is  a 
River  of  as  long  Courfe  as  moft  in  North  Britain  C  It  rifes  in  the  Mountains 
of  Badenoch,  according  to  the  modern  Divillon  of  this  Kingdom,  in  the  Heart 
of  the  Shire  of  Invernefs.  Its  Waters  quickly  fpread  themfelves  to  fuch  an 
Extent,  as  to  become  a  fmall  Lake,  called  Loch  Spey  ;  from  which,  refuming 

e  If  we  confider  the  Thing  in  this  Light,  it  would,  inftead  of  an  eleemofynary  Grant,  be  in 
reality,  making  a  good  Purchafe  for  the  Revenue. 

f  He&oris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio.  fol.  y.  Joannis  Leflsei  Regionum  et  Infularura 
Scotite  Defcriptio,  p.  29,  30,  Additions  to  the  Englilh.  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia, 
g  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  714. 
h  This  is  a  lignal  Ipftance,  that,  according  to  the  Situation  of  Places,  and  Circumfbmces  of 
their  Inhabitants,  what  is  Wealth  in  one  Country,  may  be  worthlefs  in  another. 

»  Claudii  Ptolomsei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2,  Heftoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio. 
fol.  4.  Baxteri  GlolTarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  232. 
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the  Form  of  a  River,  it  proceeds  ieveral  Miles  South-Eaft.  Then  fetching  a 
Compafs,  it  turns  North-Eaft,  and  in  that  Direction  runs  many  Miles,  till  it 
reaches  Ruthven  ;  from  whence  digrefling  more  to  the  Eaft,  and  receiving 
many  Rivulets  by  the  Way,  it  rolls  on  with  a  rapid  Stream  to  Rothes;  and 
from  thence  directing  its  Courfe  Northwards,  falls  into  the  Firth  of  Murray, 
at  a  Place  called  Garmach,  or  Garmouth,  which  is  a  Creek  of  no  great  Import¬ 
ance,  frequented  only  by  fmall  Veflels,  the  Ladings  of  which,  confiding 
chiefly  of  falted  and  pickled  Salmon  k,  amount  annually  to  about  fourfcore  or 
a  hundred  Lads.  There  are  very  fine  Woods  on  the  Banks  of  this  River, 
through  the  greated  Part  of  its  Courfe,  the  Value  of  which  would  be  very 
much  increafed,  if  the  Navigation  of  the  Spey  could  be  rendered  more 
practicable  than  it  is;  though  of  late  Years  fomething  of  this  kind  has  been 
done,  yet  much  more,  I  (peak  of  what  may  by  Indudry  and  Application  be 
effected,  is  yet  left  to  do  '. 

* 

The  Loffy,  called  by  Ptolemy  Loxa,  rifes  not  many  Miles  above  the  royal 
Burgh  of  Elgin,  which  is  the  chief  Town  of  the  Shire,  diftinguifhed  by  its 
Name,  in  the  pleafant  and  plentiful  Country  of  Murray,  and  falls  into  Murray 
Firth  a  few  Miles  below  it,  at  a  Place  called  Lofly  Mouth,  or  New  Port 
Elgin  m.  This  Burgh,  which  is  dill  a  very  handfome  Town,  was  anciently  a 
Bifliop’s  See ;  and  the  fine  old  Cathedral  is  dill  vifible,  though  much  of  it  in 
Ruins  The  Beauty  of  its  Situation,  the  Conveniency  of  the  River,  and  the 
Abundance  of  all  Kind  of  Provifions  in  its  Neighbourhood,  has  made  it  the 
Winter  Refort  of  the  numerous  Families  of  Gentry  round  about,  which  cre¬ 
ates  a  great  Confumption  of  the  Necefiaries  of  Life,  and  is  the  chief  Support 
of  the  Place  °.  But  how  flender  and  infufficient  a  Support  this  will  always 
prove,  when  unconnected  with  other  Advantages,  appears  from  the  Applica¬ 
tion  made  to  the  Legiflature  upwards  of  thirty  Years  ago,  fetting  forth  the 
declining  State  of  the  Place,  the  Decay  of  their  Port,  and  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  filling  up  with  Sand ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  obtained  the  ufual 
Relief  for  the  Term  of  nineteen  Years  p,  which  has  put  Things  into  fome- 
what  better  Order,  and  the  Improvement  of  the  Linen  Manufacture  has  done, 
and  will  do,  much  more. 

k  A  true  Defcription  and  Divifion  of  Scotland.  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of  the 
Britannia.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  387. 

1  Upon  this  River  the  old  Britifh  Boats,  compofed  of  Twigs  and  Leather,  and  of  which  Ne- 
cham  (peaks  in  his  Epigram  on  the  Spey,  are  yet  in  Ufe,  and,  under  the  Name  of  Curraghs, 
managed  by  the  Natives  with  great  Dexterity. 

111  Claudii  Ptolomsei  Geograph.  lib.  vii.  cap.  2.  Heftoris  Boethii  Scotorum  R.egni  Defcriptio. 
fol.  5.  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  157. 

n  Joannis  Leflaei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scoriae  Defcriptio.  p.  29.  Buehanani  Rerum  Scoti- 
carum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  714. 

0  By  joining  the  Manufacture  of  Lace,  or  any  of  a  like  Kind,  the  Circumftance  of  fuch  a  Refort, 
as  it  would  certainly  fecure  a  Confumption,  might  turn  effeftually  to  its  Maintenance. 

p  Additions  to  the  Engliih  Tranflatioa  of  the  Britannia.  Crouch's  Book  of  Rates,  p.  387,' 
Stat.  Yiii,  Geo.  I.  cap. 
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The  River  of  Findorn  rifes,  as  I  apprehend,  in  the  Hills  of  Monchrolky, 
where  its  Waters  quickly  fpread  into  a  Lake ;  palling  out  of  which,  and 
running  South- Weft,  they  loon  form  a  larger,  which  is  called  Loch  Moy, 
wherein  is  a  confiderable  Illand,  upon  which  Hands  Moy  Hall,  the  Seat  of 
Mackintolh.  The  River  ilfuing  from  thence,  takes  a  wide  Compafs,  and  pall¬ 
ing  by  Conbrugh,  through  which  runs  the  great  military  Road  to  Invernefs, 
turns  gradually  to  the  North-Eaft,  becoming  the  Boundary  of  the  two  Shires 
into  which  Murray  is  divided,  viz.  Elgin  and  Nairn  q.  After  receiving  many 
fmaller  Streams,  eroding  the  Wood  of  Tornaway,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
Murray,  and  running  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  the  ancient  Town  of  Forres, 
declining  a  little  to  the  North-Weft,  it  falls  into  aBafon,  which  receives  like- 
wife  a  Teller  River  that  runs  through  Forres,  and  two  other  little  Streams, 
which  make  altogether,  a  better  Harbour  than  any  of  the  former,  though  dry 
when  the  Tide  is  out,  and  with  a  Bar  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  which, 
however,  is  lefs  apt  to  lliift,  and  of  confequence  the  Harbour  is  fafer  Than 
moft  of  the  reft.  Not  far  from  this  Bay  Hood  anciently  the  rich  and  famous 
Abbey  of  Kinlofs  r. 

The  Town  of  Nairn  is  feated  on  a  River  of  the  fame  Name,  which  falls  into 
Murray  Firth.  On  the  Banks  of  this  River  there  are  Abundance  of  Gentle¬ 
men’s  Houfes,  and  a  very  handfome  Stone  Bridge  over  it,  of  one  Arch.  The 
Port  is  capable  of  receiving  only  fmall  Vefiels;  and  though  there  are  very  fine 
Woods  in  the  Neighbourhood,  yet  they  turn  to  lefs  Profit  than  could  be  wifh- 
ed ;  and  therefore  here,  if  any- where  in  this  Wand,  Furnaces  might  with 
Propriety  be  fet  up  for  melting  the  Iron  Ores,  of  which  there  are  faid  to  be 
no  inconfiderable  Quantities  within  a  reafonable  Diftance ;  and  by  this  means 
even  the  Loppings  of  thofe  Woods  would  be  rendered  of  more  Value  than 
the  Woods  themfelves  are,  as  Things  now  Hand  s. 

According  to  Ptolemy,  the  Murray  Firth  was  the  Eftuarium  Varans,  and 
he  ftiles  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  Vacomagi  5  for  to  this  Place  the 
Romans  feem  to  have  penetrated,  and  perhaps  fomewhat  farther  t.  At  the 
Bottom  of  the  Firth,  and  on  the  South  Bank  of  the  River  Nefie,  Hands  the 
Town  of  Invernefs,  fometimes,  as  ancient  Writers  affirm,  the  Refidence  of 
the  Kings  of  Scotland  u.  The  great  Importance  of  Invernefs  on  one  Side, 

1  Thefc  Defcriptions  are  according  to  the  belt  Maps  I  could  procure,  and  agreeable  to  the  bell 
Lights  I  could  obtain  from  the  Perfons  moll  acquainted  with  the  Country. 

r  HeCtoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fob  4.  Joannis  Leflaei  Regionum  et  Infularum 
Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  28.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiltoria,  lib.  i.  Camdeni  Britannia, 
p.  714.  Additions  to  the  Engliih  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia. 

s  Something  of  this  fort  was  actually  done  by  the  Agents  of  the  York  Buildings  Company, 
fo  that  there  is  nothing  impracticable  in  the  Propofal. 

1  Claudii  Ptolemcei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Camdeni  Britanni,  p.  7x4.  Baxteri  GlolTa- 
tium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  233.  Pie  very  unaccountably  places  them  in  Fife. 

u  HeCtoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  4,  5.  Joannis  Leflaei,  Regionum  et  Infu- 
Lrum  Sootiae  Defcriptio,  p.  29.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Ililtoria,  lib.  i. 
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and  of  Inverlochy  on  the  other,  feems  to  have  been  known  even  in  the  ear- 
liefl  Times,  and  to  have  been  confidered  in  the  fame  Light  through  fucceeding 
Ages  w.  The  River  Neffe,  we  have  before  obferved,  is  about  four  Miles 
long,  with  a  fair  Stone  Bridge  over  it  of  feven  Arches.  The  Town  is  clean, 
well  feated,  tolerably  built,  with  two  Churches,  and  is  the  Head  of  a  very 
large  County  *.  As  there  are  always  regular  Troops  in  its  Neighbourhood, 
there  is  a  great  Air  of  Politenefs,  a  plentiful  Market,  and  more  Money  and 
Burinefs  ftirring  than  could  be  expeCted  in  fo  remote  a  Part  of  the  Ifland.  The 
Country  in  its  Vicinity  is  remarkably  cultivated,  and  its  produce  clearly  fhews 
that  the  Soil  and  Climate  are  not  defpicable.  There  is  a  profitable  Salmon 
Fifhery,  which,  however,  might  be  improved  in  many  refpeCts.  They  have 
alfo  fome  Branches  both  of  the  Woollen  and  Linen  Manufacture  5  and,  in 
confequence  of  their  excellent  military  Roads,  a  great  Proportion  of  inland 
Trade  y.  But,  befides  all  this,  Invernefs  is  a  Port,  with  twenty  Creeks  depend¬ 
ant  on  it,  Part  on  the  Murray  Fil  th  to  the  Eaft,  and  Part  to  the  North  of  Inver¬ 
nefs,  even  to  the  South  Border  of  the  County  of  Caithnefs ;  yet  the  foreign 
Correfpondence  here  is  far  from  being  extenlive.  Some  Merchants  indeed 
there  are  in  the  Town,  and  fome  Ships  belonging  to  it,  but  they  are  fmall  in 
Size,  as  well  as  few  in  Number.  The  Harbour  too  is  none  of  the  beft,  which 
induced  the  Inhabitants  to  apply  to  the  Legiflature  near  forty  Years  ago,  when 
they  obtained  a  Grant  of  the  Nature  fo  often  fpecified,  for  nineteen  Years,  to 
commence  from  the  firfl  of  June,  1719,  which  has  been  by  a  later  Law  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  farther  Term  of  twenty-one  Years,  in  confequence  of  which  they 
have  made,  and  are  Hill  making,  very  confiderable  Improvements  *.  One 
may  reafonably  hope,  that,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  the  Commerce  of  this  Part 
of  the  Country  will  wear  an  AfpeCt  very  different  from  what  it  does  at  pre- 
fent,  fince  between  Invernefs  and  the  Firth  the  Sea  makes  a  fpacious  Bay, 
ten  Miles  in  Length,  fix  in  its  greatefl  Breadth,  and  about  two  at  its  Entrance  a  • 
which  is  effectually  fecured  by  the  new  Fort  of  Arderfier,  a  very  large  and 
commodious  Fortrefs,  to  fay  nothing  of  Loch  Beaulieu,  which  communicates 
with  that  Bay  on  the  North-Weft.  Before  we  leave  the  Firth  of  Murray,  we 
will  take  the  Liberty  of  adding  a  few  Remarks  that  poflibly  may  not  feem 
unworthy  of  the  public  Notice. 

This  differs  from  other  Firths,  in  that  it  has,  properly  fpeaking,  Land  only- 
on  one  Side,  preienting  an  Extent  of  feventy  Miles  at  leaft  in  a  full  Front 

w  Walteri  Hemingford  Chronicon  Edvardi  Tertii,  p.  278.  Johannis  de  Fordun  ScotichronicI 
Continuatio,  p.  1283.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  714. 

x  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Trandation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Co.nmer- 
cialis,  p.  8. 

y  There  is  no  Place  in  North  Britain  more  generally  known  than  this,  and  confequently  no 
need  of  multiplying  Authorities  in  regard  to  its  prefent  Condition. 

*  Stat  v.  Geo.  I.  cap.  17  ;  xi.  Geo.  II.  cap.  16. 

a  According  to  the  belt  Maps  I  could  obtain,  which  were  very  camioufty  compared  in  order 
to  afeertain  thefe  Dimendons. 
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to  the  North.  Yet  is  all  this  Country,  more  efpecially  where  it  borders  on 
the  Ocean,  remarkably  rich  and  fruitful,  and  wonderfully  pleafant,  as  the 
bed:  Writers  ancient  and  modern,  acknowlege,  and  at  the  lame  time  admit, 
that  the  Harvefts  are  as  abundant,  and  at  lead  as  early,  as  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Edinburgh,  though  that  City  lies  almofl  a  Degree  and  three  Quarters 
more  to  the  South  b.  This  very  ftrongly  corroborates  what  has  been  advanced 
in  a  former  Chapter  in  reference  to  Situation  c ;  and  what  goes  dill  farther. 
Experience  Ihews  that  the  Climate  alters  within  the  Space  of  a  few  Miles  to 
the  Wed  of  Invernefs,  which  may  with  great  Probability  be  attributed  to  the 
North  Wind  blowing  there,  not  from  the  Sea,  but  over  the  Countries  of  Rofs, 
Caithnefs,  and  Sutherland ;  and  it  may  be,  this  Difference  of  Climate  would 
be  dill  more  feverely  felt,  if  the  Sharpnefs  of  thefe  Winds  was  not  checked  by 
the  warm  Vapours  arifing  from  many  intervening  Lochs,  and  particularly  Loch 
Neffe  d.  The  Herring  Fifhing  is  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner  in  the  Mur¬ 
ray  Firth  as  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  except  that  the  Number  of  Boats  is  fmaller, 
and  each  of  the  Boats  employs  fewer  Hands  e.  There  may  be,  one  Seafon  with 
another,  five  hundred  Boats,  and,  allowing  fix  to  a  Boat,  about  three  thoufand 
Men  fi  The  Herrings  caught  here  are  lean ;  but,  notwithdanding  that,  are 
very  found  and  firm,  and  therefore  fitted  for  the  Confumption  of  the  People 
in  the  Sugar  Idands,  and  other  Countries  in  very  warm  Latitudes  ;  for  though 
the  large  fat  Fifh  are  infinitely  more  delicate,  and  confequently  fetch  a  high 
Price  at  their  proper  Markets,  yet,  though  ever  fo  fkilfully  and  carefully  cured, 
they  are  apt  from  their  Oilynefs  to  become  rancid  in  fultry  Climates,  and  in 
that  State  are  not  either  palatable  or  wholfome  g.  This  Herring  Fifhery  there¬ 
fore  deferves  public  Notice  and  Encouragement  for  many  Reafons.  It  ferves 
in  the  home  Confumption  of  both  frefh  and  falted  Herrings,  to  furnifh  a 
Food,  which  Experience  fhews  to  be  both  nourifhing  and  cheap,  to  the  poor 
People  in  general,  and  confequently,  which  is  a  Matter  of  great  Importance  10 
long  as  the  principal  Trade  of  the  Country  confids  in  the  Export  of  Provi- 
fions,  to  keep  down  the  Rate  of  other  Kinds  of  Victual.  It  is,  or  at  lead  it 
might  be,  an  Encouragement  to  the  Undertaking  of  other  Fifheries,  fuch  as 
Cod,  Ling,  Hake,  and  would  in  Time  lead  us  to  the  aimed  entire  Podeffion 

b  Hedoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  5.  Joannis  Leflsei  Regionum  et  Infularum 
Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  28,  29.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

c  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  64. 

d  Thisfeems  to  beju/lified  from  Sir  George  Mackenzie’s  (afterwards  Earl  of  Cromarty)  Obfer- 
vation,  that  Rofemary  efcaped  in  Gardens  near  the  River  Nefs  in  Winters,  when  it  perifhed  in  Gar¬ 
dens  farther  South,  as  we  have  remarked  before  in  fpeaking  of  Loch  Neffe. 

e  Spruell’s  Account  current  between  Scotland  and  England.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commer- 
cialis,  p.  9. 

f  Lindfey’s  Interefl  of  Scotland  confidered,  p.  194.  There  are  many  Laws  direding  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  curing  thefe  Herrings,  and  Officers  appointed  for  infpeding  thefe  Fifheries,  and  therefore  it 
is  hoped  they  arrive  in  fuch  a  Condition  at  foreign  Markets,  as  to  refled  Credit  on  the  Country  they 
come  from. 

g  See  the  feveralTreatifes  on  the  Importance  of  the  Herring  Fifhery,  lately  publiffied,  in  which 
the  various  Sorts  of  Herrings,  and  their  different  Markets,  are  diflinguifhed. 
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of  the  Whale  Fiffiing,  which,  frugally  carried  on,  would  be  more  beneficial 
than  any;  and  Fifheries  in  general  are  known  to  breed  the  greateft  Num¬ 
ber,  and  thole  too  of  the  befh  Seamen.  Add  to  ail  this,  that  whatever  Encou¬ 
ragements  are  hereafter  given,  muft  operate  entirely  on  the  pickled  Herrings 
exported,  and  confequently  turn  the  Sea  into  a  Mine,  and  by  bringing  more 
Money  amongfl  the  Inhabitants,  enable  them  to  increafe  and  extend  their 
other  Improvements  h.  But  to  do  this  effedtually,  there  ought  to  be  at  leaffc 
one  good  Port  made  at  the  public  Expence  ;  and,  from  what  has  been  hinted 
before,  as  to  the  Bay  that  lies  Eaftward  from  Invernefs,  this  Expence  need  not 
be  very  large ;  which  A£t  of  public  Beneficence  would  raife  the  Spirits  of  the 
People,  and  put  an  enlarged  Commerce  more  immediately  in  their  Power  i. 
Such  a  Port  would  be  very  convenient  for  our  Men  of  War ;  and  perhaps  it 
might  not  be  found  very  difficult  to  conflrubt  Docks  and  Yards  in  the  fame 
Place,  or  at  leaf!:  within  the  Compafs  of  the  Bay,  or  in  the  Firth  of  Cro¬ 
marty,  which  would  quickly  excite  Endeavours  to  bring  down,  and  at  the 
lame  time  to  plant  Timber  of  all  Sorts,  and  turn  the  Thoughts  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  to  the  producing  naval  Stores  of  every  kind,  which  would  be  very 
practicable  when  they  had  a  Market  at  hand,  and  in  a  very  ffiort  Space  ren¬ 
der  the  Public  Gainers,  by  the  Sum  it  ffiould  appear  necefiary  to  lay  out 
towards  carrying  fuch  an  Undertaking  as  this  into  Execution  K 

In  confequence  of  fuch  a  Condefcenfion,  there  is  certainly  nothing  impro¬ 
bable,  at  lead;  nothing  impoffible,  in  fuppoling,  that  in  a  Country  where 
Labour  is  fo  cheap,  and  where,  however  thinly  peopled,  the  greateft  Part 
of  the  Inhabitants  are  glad  to  do  any  thing  for  Bread,  the  Conjunction  of 
the  Lochs,  fo  as  to  make  an  ealy  and  direCt  Communication  between  the 
two  Seas,  might  be  undertaken  and  accomplifhed  h  This  would  have  a  great 
Variety,  and  amongft  thefe,  no  doubt,  many  unforeleen  good  EffeCts;  but 
fome  are  fo  obvious,  that  methinks  they  cannot  well  be  difputed.  In  the  firft 
place  it  would  bring,  or  rather  it  would  keep,  many  thoulands  of  People  in 
thefe  DiftriCts,  which  ftand  in  fo  much  Need  of  Inhabitants.  It  would  ren¬ 
der  the  fupplying  them  with  Com  lo  eafy  and  expeditious,  that  Induftry  would 
then  furnilli  immediate  Subfiftence,  and  of  courfe  raife  Towns  where  now 
there  are  only  miferable  Villages,  and  Villages  where-ever  there  are  at  prefent 
only  a  few  Huts.  It  would  by  degrees,  as  Experience  increafed,  bring  a 
Country  into  Cultivation,  that  has  been  barren  for  Ages  through  NegleCt,  and 

h  Didtionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  765.  Where  it  is  acknowledged  that  Scots  Herrings 
well  cured,  and  carefully  packed,  equal,  and  even  excel,  the  Dutch. 

*  It  is  allowed  that  here  is  already  a  very  good  Road,  fafe  Anchorage,  and  Room  for  Abun¬ 
dance  of  Ships  ;  fo  that  where  Nature  has  done  fo  much,  Art  would  eafily  do  the  red. 

k  Whoever  adverts  to  the  natural,  and  therefore  necefiary  Connexion  of  Caufes  and  EfFedts, 
will  fee  that  this  Method  would  as  certainly  produce  Shipping  and  Naval  Stores,  as  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Filheries  furnifhes  Seamen. 

1  See  what  has  been  already  hinted  as  to  the  Practicability  of  fuch  a  Communication.  Politi¬ 
cal  Survey  of  Britain,  voi.  i.  p.  116. 

Art 
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Art  and  Induftry  would,  in  half  a  Century,  difcover  Advantages,  of  which 
we  have  at  prefent  no  Conception  m.  For  fuch  a  Canal  would  enable  the 
active  and  alhduous  Merchant  to  tranfport  the  Returns  of  his  Trade  with  the 
Weft  Indies  to  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Ifland,  which  would  not  only  augment, 
but  vary,  the  Affortment  of  the  Cargoes  fent  from  the  Ports  in  the  Firth  of 
Murray  into  the  Northern,  and  other  Parts  of  Europe,  and  the  Returns  which 
thefe  would  produce,  could  not  but  be  reciprocally  advantageous  to  the 
Traders  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Ifland  n;  and  every  Year  would  ftrengthen 
and  enlarge  this  Intercourfe,  to  the  mutual  Benefit,  not  only  of  the  Inhabitants 
on  both  Sides  of  North  Britain,  but  become  likewife  the  Source  of  a  com¬ 
fortable  Subfiftence  to  the  new  Colonies  fettled  on  the  Banks  of  the  conjoined 
Lochs.  Smile  not,  Reader,  at  thefe  vifionary  Settlements !  or  treat  as  chime¬ 
rical  Schemes  thefe  ProfpeCts  of  diffant  Advantages !  for  there  was  a  Time, 
when  all  that  now  refults  from  our  American  Plantations,  the  almofl  innu¬ 
merable  Commodities  we  bring  from  them,  and  the  prodigious  Produce  of 
thofe  Manufactures,  which  the  Eftablifhment  of  thefe  new  Markets  gave 
Being  to  in  Britain,  were  as  arrant  Villons ;  and  in  the  Light  of  chimerical  Pro¬ 
jects,  ridiculed  to  the  full  as  much,  by  thofe  who  could  look  no  farther  than 
their  Nofes,  and  made  it  a  high  Point  of  their  fhort-fighted  Sapience,  to  treat 
as  idle  and  imaginary  whatever  they  either  did  not,  or  would  not  comprehend 
But  we  live  furely  in  more  enlightened  Times,  are  better  acquainted  with  com¬ 
mercial  EffeCts,  that  Revelation  of  the  Divine  Will  which  is  derived  to  us  thro* 
the  Light  of  Reafon,  and  inftruCts  us  to  enlarge  our  own  Flappinefs  by  fup- 
plying  the  Wants,  and  taking  off  the  Superfluities  of  other  Men,  even  in  the 
remotelf  Countries,  and  by  fuch  a  Communication  extending  Notions  of  Civi¬ 
lity,  and  theKnowlege  of  true  Religion,  even  to  the  Ends  of  the  Earth  p.  If 
thele  are  Vifions,  they  are  the  Vifions  of  public  Spirit ;  if  they  are  Dreams, 
they  are  the  Dreams  of  one  who  has  nothing  more  at  Heart  than  the  univer- 
lal  Felicity  of  Mankind. 

But  why  Vifions,  why  Dreams,  why  Projects  ?  Is  there  no  Evidence  to  fup- 
port  the  Credibility  of  thefe  Conjectures  ?  Is  it  impoflible  to  convince  rational 
Men  that  they  are  fomething  more  than  Vifions,  Dreams,  or  Projects  ?  Surely 
there  is.  In  the  fliort  Account  that  we  have  given  of  the  Coaft  of  Murray 
Firth,  it  appears  to  be  full  of  declining  Burghs,  decayed  Harbours,  ruined 

m  Thefe  People,  whether  drawn  hither  or  kept,  mutt  remain  upon  a  Principle  of  Induflry  j 
and  confequently,  in  proportion  as  their  own  Circumitances  improved,  private  Intereil  would  bind 
them  the  Wronger  to  be  good  Subjects. 

n  To  fuggeft  particular  Advantages  before  they  are  actually  produced,  might  occafion  Difputes,. 
which  are  endlefs;  but  that  in  molt  Countries  the  fame  Caufes  will  produce  the  fame  Effects,  is  a 
Maxim  cannot  be  difputed. 

°  In  order  to  be  convinced  how  long  this  Humour  lafled,  fee  the  City  Madam,  a  Comedy 
by  Philip  Maffinger,  in  the  eighth  Volume  of  Dodlley’s  Collection  of  old  Plays- 

p  By  adopting  thefe  Principles,  Portugal  and  Holland,  though  very  fmall  in  point  of  Territory, 
became,  the  former  the  moil  ho-uriiliing  Monarchy,  the  latter  the  moil  potent  Republic,  in  Europe, 

Churches, 
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Churches,  fallen  Monafteries,  and  the  Remnants  of  Cattles  that  were  Palaces 
at  the  Time  they  were  built  q.  All  this  Country,  therefore,  was  once  better 
peopled  than  it  now  is,  and  thofe  People  were  in  better  Circumttances  too ; 
that  is,  they  had  more  Arts,  more  Manufactures,  and  more  Commerce,  amongfi: 
them,  than  they  now  have  j  and  to  clofe  this  Demonttration,  they  confumed 
thofe  Provifions,  the  Exportation  of  which  conttitutes  the  little  Trade  that  is 
left.  Hittory  attetts  the  Truth  of  all  this ;  it  fliews  us,  at  leaft  in  a  great  mea- 
lure,  what  the  ancient  State  of  this  Country  was,  and  the  Period  of  Time  in 
which  it  funk  to  what  it  is.  We  cannot,  indeed,  produce  the  fame  Autho¬ 
rities  to  fhew  that  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Breadth  of  North  Britain  was 
once  in  as  flourifhing  a  Condition  ;  and  what  does  this  prove?  Not  that  it  never 
was  in  fuch  a  State,  or  ever  can  be  put  into  fuch  a  State,  but  that  it  was  decayed 
long  ago:  Yet  there  are  fome  Veftiges  of  former  Greatnefs.  The  Cattle 
of  Urqhuart  was  heretofore  a  large  magnificent  and  cottly  Fortrefs.  There  are, 
befides  the  Ruins  of  feveral  others,  particularly  near  the  Wett  Coaft,  the 
wretched  Remains  of  a  Fort,  attributed  by  Tradition  to  King  Fergus  r.  Thefe, 
fure,  were  not  ereCled  to  cover  a  watte  and  uncultivated  Country.  Defarts 
are  a  Species  of  Fortification,  and  will  proted:  themfelves. 

But,  to  put  the  Matter  beyond  all  Doubt,  a  very  judicious  Hittorian  tells  us, 
that  Inverlochy  was  defigned  by  Nature  for  a  commodious  Harbour,  and,  if 
properly  improved,  mutt  become  a  Place  of  great  Commerce  s.  W’as  he  too,  as 
well  as  I,  troubled  with  Vifions  ?  No,  certainly,  for  a  much  more  ancient  Hitto- 
l  ian  allures  us,  that  it  adually  was  fo,  though  in  a  Period  very  remote,  and  that 
it  was  dettroyed  by  the  Norwegians  and  Danes  f ;  from  whence  we  may  con¬ 
clude,  that  either  this  Place,  or  fome  other  in  its  Neighbourhood,  may,  in 
peaceable  and  fettled  Times,  be  rendered  a  Place  of  Trade  again.  We  mutt 
do  great  Injury  to  the  Age  in  which,  and  the  Government  under  which,  we 
live,  not  to  acknowlege  that  they  are  much  more  favourable  to  fuch  Under¬ 
takings  than  any  within  the  Reach  of  credible  Hittory  u.  We  cannot  but  be 
fatisfied,  that  there  are  many  Places  in  Britain,  and  the  Reader  will  recoiled! 
fome  Pittances,  even  within  the  Compafs  of  this  Chapter,  that  have  recovered 
from  Circumttances  very  little  better,  which  may  certainly  plead  for  lome 
Degree  of  Attention  to  a  Spot,  that,  though  it  has  lott  the  Effects,  retains, 
however,  the  Capacity  of  Improvement.  The  true'  Quettion  then  comes  to 
be  this,  What  Interett  has  Government  in  adverting  to  Schemes  of  this  kind  ? 

s  True  Defcription  and  Divifion  of  Scotland.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Theatrum 
Scotiae. 

1  Joannis  Leilaci  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotite  Defcriptio,  p.  29.  The  Ruins  of  King  Fer¬ 
gus’s  Caftle  are  marked  in  the  Map  of  General  Wade’s  Roads. 

s  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib  i. 

1  Hefloris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  4.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  716. 

u  To  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  this,  in  regard  to  North  Britain,  the  Reader  need  only  • 
confult,  Seledt  Tranfadtions  of  the  Improvers  of  Agriculture  in  Scotland,  p.  389 — 443. 

I  anfwer, 
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I  anfwer,  many  and  great.  If  fuch  a  Communication  could  be  eftablifhed, 
and  the  Defendants  of  the  People  now  redding  kept  in  the  Country,  which 
would  of  courfe  attraCl  others  j  they  would  find  the  Means  of  fubfifting,  and 
inland  Trade  and  foreign  Commerce  would  gradually  increafe.  The  Com¬ 
mons  would  then  live  better,  they  would  raife  more  of  their  own  Produce, 
they  would  confume  that  Produce,  and,  by  confuming  it,  they  would  pay 
Taxes  w.  In  Countries  where  the  People  live  very  hardly,  that  is  in  plain 
Englifh,  are  half-ftarved,  their  Landlords  may  have  pretty  good  Eftates,  and 
their  Rents  be  tolerably  well-paid,  from  the  Exportation  of  their  Produce  x. 
But  the  Revenue  will  reap  little  from  hence,  and  the  Money  that  fuch  a  Com¬ 
merce  brings  in  may  befpent  any-where ;  whereas,  if  Arts  and  Manufactures 
are  introduced,  and  a  great  Proportion  of  the  common  People,  who  now  either 
lift  for  Soldiers  in  our  own,  or  in  foreign  Service,  or  go  abroad  in  other  Capa¬ 
cities  to  feek  Bread  y,  find  the  Means  of  maintaining  themfelves,  and  flaying 
at  home,  they  will,  by  their  Induftry,  help  each  other  to  live  at  a  different  Rate, 
and  repay  thereby  largely  in  Excifes  and  Cuftoms,  that  Government,  which 
has  the  Goodnefs  to  excite,  fupport,  and  encourage,  their  firft  Endeavours,  and 
by  fuch  a  falutary  Attention,  put  it  in  their  Power  fo  to  live 

In  proceeding  ftill  farther  on  the  North-Eaft  Coaft  of  Scotland,  we  meet 
with  feveral  Rivers  of  no  inconfiderable  Courfe,  which,  however,  are  not  of  any 
great  Service  in  point  of  Navigation.  The  River  Beaulieu  abforbs  the  Water 
of  five  Lakes,  runs  many  Miles,  and  then  falls  into  the  Loch  of  the  fame 
Name.  Both  River  and  Loch  derive  their  Appellation  from  a  (lately  Abbey, 
of  Ciftercian  Monks,  founded  by  John  Lord  Biffet,  plentifully  endowed,  and 
which  was  fo  called  from  the  remarkable  Pleafantnefs  of  its  Situation  In 
my  own  Opinion,  the  Romans  penetrated  thus  far,  and  little,  if  at  all,  far¬ 
ther  ;  and  to  them  I  attribute  a  great  Part  of  thofe  Remains  which  have  been 
difcovered  at  Low  Water,  and  from  whence  it  is  very  probably  conje&ured,  that 
what  is  now  a  Loch  was  once  dry  and  habitable.  The  Cairns,  or  huge  Heaps 
of  Stones,  that  are  feen  under  Water,  are  moft  likely  to  be  Danifh ;  but  the 
Urns  found  likewife,  feem  Monuments  of  the  Romans  having  had  here,  at  leaft, 
a  temporary  Fortrefs  b.  There  is  Abundance  of  fine  Timber,  though  chiefly 
Fir,  on  the  Banks  of  this  River  $  but  the  Falls  in  it  are  fo  many,  as  to  prevent 

w  Plutarch,  in  Solone,  et  in  Catone.  Reflexions  politiques  fur  le  Finances,  tom.  i.  p.  426,  427. 
Wallace’s  Differtation  on  the  Numbers  of  Mankind,  p.  88. 

*  See,  as  to  this  Point,  the  Interefl:  of  Scotland  coniidered,  p.  35,  36,  37. 

y  Sully  Oeconomies  Royaleset  Servitudes  Loyales,  tom.  vii.  p.  273,  274.  Sir  William  Tem¬ 
ple’s  Obfervations  on  the  United  Provinces,  chap.  vi. 

*  Idea  de  un  Principe  Politico-Chrifliano,  Emprefa  lxvii.  M.  Vauban,  Projet  d’une  Dime  royale. 
Houghton’s  Collections  for  the  Improvement  of  Hulbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  i.  p.  83,  84. 

3  HeCtoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  4,  6.  An  Appendix  to  Spotfvvood’s  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  p.  14.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Bri¬ 
tannia. 

t>  philofophical  Tranfattions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N°*  ccliv.  p.  23 1 . 
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its  being  brought  to  an  advantageous  Market c.  The  River  Connel  is  fwelled* 
by  the  Water  of  no  lefs  than  fix  Lakes,  and  rolls  with  a  copious  Stream  into 
Cromarty  Firth,  paffing  by  Dingwall,  an  old  royal  Burgh,  near  its  Fall,  and  on 
the  South  Side,  at  the  MoutA  of  the  Firth,  dands  Cromarty  d.  Of  the  River 
there  is  little  or  nothing  to  be  faid,  except  that  it  is  famous  for  producing 
Pearls ;  but  the  Firth  is  one  of  the  fined:  Harbours  in  this  Ifland,  and  by  ancient 
Geographers  therefore  diled  judly  Portus  Salutis.  Narrow  indeed  at  its 
Entrance,  yet  very  fafe  within,  two  Miles  broad,  and  fifteen  in  Length,  not- 
withdanding  which,  it  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  without  Ships,  and  without 
Trade  e.  There  is  a  large  River  runs  out  of  Loch  Shin,  in  the  County  of 
Sutherland,  which  Loch  is  twelve  or  fifteen  Miles  long,  and  which  River 
empties  its  Waters  into  the  Firth  of  Dornok,  or  Tayne,  royal  Burghs,  or 
ancient  Corporations,  both ;  the  latter  danding  on  the  South,  the  former  on 
the  North  Side  of  the  Firth  f  A  few  Miles  farther  North  the  River  Vynes 
falls  into  Murray  Firth  ;  and,  a  little  beyond  that,  the  River  Helmfdale  fornls 
a  fmall  Creek  at  its  Mouth,  which  is  the  lad  dependant  on  the  Port  of  Inver- 
nefs  g.  All  thefe  Rivers  abound  with  Fidi ;  and  the  People  are  very  indu- 
drious  in  making  the  bed  Ufe  they  can  of  the  feveral  Inlets  along  the  Coad, 
and  of  the  few,  and  thofe  fmall  Veflels,  they  have.  Yet  furely,  with  a  little 
Encouragement,  they  might  be  put  into  a  way  of  doing  fomething  better  for 
themfelves,  and  becoming  thereby  of  more  Confequence  to  the  Community, 
confidering  that  they  have  immenfe  Quarries  of  white  Marble,  Corn,  Salt, 
Salmon,  Beef,  Wool,  Hides  of  various  Kinds,  and  Tallow  j  to  fay  nothing  of 
Silver,  Lead,  Copper,  and  Iron  Mines,  that  are  known  to  be  in  the  Countries 
behind  them,  or  of  the  Report,  that  there  is  Gold  found  in  fome  of  the  Streams 
of  Dournede ;  and  yet,  perhaps,  if  thefe  Countries  were  at  a  much  greater 
Didance,  we  might  be  inclined  to  vifit  and  fearch  them  more  dridtly  h.  On 
the  Coad  of  Caithnefs  there  are  alfo  feveral  Rivers,  that  running  an  Ead 
Courfe,  fall  into  the  Firth,  and,  amongd  thefe,  the  mod  didinguilbable  is  that, 
at  the  Mouth  of  which  dands  the  Burgh  of  Weick  i,  the  chief  Place  in  the 
County,  and  from  which  we  fometimes  find  it  diled  the  Shire  of  Weick. 


c  As  I  have  been  Informed  by  Perfons  well  acquainted  with  this  Country. 

J  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  717.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8.  Ports  of  North  Bri¬ 
tain,  with  their  Members  and  Creeks. 

e  Joannis  Leflad  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  27.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  717^ 
Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8. 

f  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia. 

g  Hectoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fob  4.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8. 

Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  387. 

h  Joannis  Leflae'i  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  28.  Additions  to  the  Tranfla¬ 
tion  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  8.  ; 

1  Heftoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  4,  Joannis  Leflcei  Regionum  et  Infularum 
Scotise  Defcriptio,  p.  29.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  717. 
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The  greater  Part  of  the  Rivers  in  this  County  of  Caithnefs,  and  lh  that  cf 
Strath naver  alfo,  run  almoft  in  a  direCt  Line  from  South  to  North,  which  ren¬ 
ders  it  manifeft  that  the  Scite  of  thefe  two  Counties  is  a  kind  of  an  inclining 
Plain,  which  may  in  fome  meafure  account  for  their  being,  as  we  have  elfe- 
where  obferved  they  are,  much  milder  and  more  fertile ;  than  from  the  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  judging  of  Climates  by  their  Latitudes,  is  commonly  imagined  k.  The 
River  Thurfo,  in  Caithnefs,  does  not  run  above  twenty  Miles,  and  then  falls 
into  a  Bay,  upon  which  Rands  the  Town  of  Thurfo,  where  there  is  a 
Cuftom-Houfe,  a  fmall  Port,  a  few  Velfels,  and  a  little  Trade  b  Weft  from  ' 
hence  runs  the  River  of  Fors,  at  the  Mouth  of  which  there  is  alfo  a  little  Town 
of  the  fame  Name.  In  the  County  of  Strathnaver,  the  firfl  Stream  of  Con- 
fequence  that  we  meet  with,  is  the  River  Strathy,  which  runs  out  of  a  Loch 
of  the  fame  Denomination,  and,  after  aCourfe  of  between  twenty  and  thirty 
Miles,  falls  into  a  little  Creek,  which  is  called  Strathy  Bay.  Armfdale  River, 
a  large  Stream,  but  of  a  much  fhorter  Courfe,  is  the  next ;  and  to  the  Weft 
ef  this  lies  the  Water  of  Navern  m,  flowing  from  a  Loch  of  the  fame  Name, 
the  greateft  Body  of  Water  in  this  County,  and  from  which,  in  truth,  it 
derives  the  Appellation  of  Strathnaver,  or  Strathnavern.  There  are,  befldes 
thefe,  two  other  Rivers,  running  out  of  the  Lakes  Loyal  and  Dournefs.  There 
are  few  or  no  Rivers  of  any  Note  in  thefe  Counties  that  run  into  the  Weftern 
Ocean;  but  there  are  many  noble  Bays,  and  largeTnlets  of  the  Sea,  which 
are  of  fome,  and  might  be  of  much  greater  Benefit,  as  well  in  refpeCt  to  the 
Subfiftence  of  the  Inhabitants,  as  in  regard  to  Commerce  and  Navigation  n. 
But  thefe  belong  properly  to  the  next  Chapter,  though  very  little  can  be  faid 
of  them  in  the  manner  that  might  be  wifhed,  till  we  obtain  thofe  accurate 
Charts,  and  authentic  Informations,  of  which  the  Public  is  in  Expectation, 
from  a  Gentleman  who  has  already  given  the  moft  fatisfadory  Account  of 
our  Illands 

After  detaining  the  Reader  fo  long,  upon  Subjects  that  may  very  probably 
item  to  be  equally  dry  and  unentertaining,  it  is  but  juft  that  we  fhould  aflign 
fome  Reafon  for  their  taking  up  fo  much  of  his  Time,  and  of  our  own ;  and, 
it  is  prelumed,  that  the  Reafon,  when  given,  will  appear  fufficiently  weighty, 
and  prove  a  very  full  Apology  for  all  the  Pains  that  have  been  bellowed  about 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  718.  Heylln’s  Cofmography,  book  i.  p.  268.  D’Audlfret  Hifloire 
et  Geographic  Ancienne  et  Moderne,  tom.  i.  p.  260,  261. 

1  Luyts,  Introducf.  ad  Geographiam,  §.  ii.  cap.  23.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of 
Camden’s  Britannia.  The  Ports  of  North  Britain,  with  their  Members  and  Creeks. 

m  Joannis  Leflaei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotise  Defcriptio,  p.  27.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoti- 
carum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Additions  to  theEnglifli  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

n  It  is  from  thefe  Bays  that  the  Inhabitants  derive  all  the  Conveniencies  they  enjoy,  which  are  as 
it  were  an  Earneflof  what  might  be  drawn  from  them,  if  properly  attended  to  and  improved. 

0  Mr.  Murdoch  Mackenzie,  who  has  publifhed  a  moll:  admirable  Account  of  the  Orkney  and 
Lewis  Illands. 

them. 
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themp.  The  Wealth  of  this,  and  indeed  of  every  other  Nation,  arifes  chiefTjr 
from  the  Number  of  the  People,  their  Induftry,  and  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Government,  in  rendering  both  properly  fubfervient  to  the  Interefl  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.  The  Counties  of  Invernefs,  Rofs,  Cromarty,  Sutherland,  Strath- 
naver,  Caithnefs,  and  their  Dependencies,  comprehend  very  near  four  Tenths 
of  the  Continent  of  North  Britain  q,  and,  it  may  be,  three  Tenths  of  the 
Inhabitants,  that  is,  upwards  of  four  hundred  thoufand  Souls ;  and  whoever  con- 
fiders  this,  and  at  the  fame  time  collects,  from  the  Laws  palled  at  and  fince  the 
Union,  how  very  fmall  a  Share  they  pay  towards  the  public  Revenue  of  that 
Country  r,  though  there  is  great  Probability  it  is  as  much  as  in  their  prefent 
Circumftances  they  can  bear ;  will  ealily  comprehend,  how  great  an  Advantage 
would  arife  to  the  State,  from  their  being  put  into  a  Condition  to  live  in  an 
eafier  and  better  Manner  than  they  do  s,  which  can  only  arife  from  their 
Country  being  better  known,  and,  together  with  all  the  natural  Advantages  it 
poiTedes,  put  into  a  way  of  Improvement,  for  which,  moft  certainly,  the  People 
want  not  Genius  or  Abilities,  or,  I  will  venture  to  add,  Inclination.  What  the 
particular  Impediments  are  we  can  never  know,  at  leaft  with  that  Degree  of 
Certainty  which  is  neceflary  to  remove  them,  till  we  are  better  acquainted 
with  thefe  Places,  and  with  every  thing  that  regards  them  and  their  Inhabit¬ 
ants  ;  and  if,  by  fetting  the  Neceffity  and  Importance  of  this  in  a  proper  Point 
of  Light,  I  can  any  way  contribute  to  the  Happinefs  of  Individuals,  and  the 
Welfare  of  the  Public,  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed  that  the  Labour  of  myfelf* 
and  Attention  of  my  Readers,  hath  not  been  ill  bellowed. 

The  River  Clyde,  ftiled  by  the  modem  Writers  in  Latin,  Cluda  y  by  Taci¬ 
tus  called  Glotta  y  and  by  Ptolemy,  Clota,  rifes  out  of  Tinto  Hill,  near  a  Place 
called  Arrick  Stone,  on  the  Confines  of  the  two  Shires  of  Peebles  and  La- 
nerk  L  It  runs  at  firfl  North-' Weft ward,  till,  being  joined  by  another  Stream,, 
it  paffes  by  Crawford,  and  runs  almofl  diredtly  North,  through  the  famous 
Moor  of  the  fame  Name,  anciently  renowned  for  producing  no  defpicable 
Quantities  of  Gold  Dull,  and  Lapis  Lazuli  y  as  it  flill  is  for  the  rich  Mines  of 
Lead  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Hopton,  which  are  faid  to  have  been  difco- 
vered  through  the  Endeavours  ufed  by  Sir  Bevis  Bulmer,  in  the  Beginning" 

?  It  very  often  happens,  more  efpecially  in  Works  of  this  Nature,  that  what  colls  the  greatelt 
Pains  is  not  read  with  the  greatelt  Pleafure. 

s  It  has  been  computed  there  are  upwards  of  twenty-three  thoufand  fquare  Miles  in  North 
Britain,  and  of  thefe  thofe  Counties  comprehend  upwards  of  nine  thoufand. 

r  When  the  Ccfs  in  North  Britain  (which  is  in  the  Nature  of  our  Land  Tax)  amounts  to  two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  ninety-feven  Pounds  a  Month,  thefe  Counties  pay  one  hundred  lixty-three 
Pounds  odd  Money. 

s  It  ought  to  be  confidered  that,  from  the  Cireumfances.  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  Cheapnefs 
of  Labour,  great  Improvements  may  be  made  at  a  fmall  Expence  in  thefe  Places. 

*  Tacit,  in  Vit.  Julii  Agricoke.  Claudii  Ptolemaji  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Joanois  Lellaei 
Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  12. 
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of  the  laft  Century,  to  find  a  Gold  Mine  u.  After  traverfing  this  Moor,  the 
River  declines  Eaftward,  and  fetching  a  confiderable  Compafs,  turns  again 
to  the  North-Weft,  when  receiving  a  large  Supply  of  Water  from  the  River 
Douglafs,  it  comes  to  Lanerk,  a  royal  Burgh,  the  Name  contracted  from  Lan 
e  rig,  that  is,  the  Bank  of  the  River,  by  the  Romans  called  Ugrulcntum, 
which  is  the  chief  Place  in  the  Shire ;  and  here  there  is  a  Bridge  over  it,  of 
fuch  Conveniency  to  the  adjacent  Counties,  that  Tolls  were  granted  for  its  Sup¬ 
port  upwards  of  fifty  Years  ago,  which  by  repeated  ACts  of  Parliament  are 
hill  fubfifting  w.  The  Clyde  then  leaving  Hamilton  at  a  fmall  Diftance, 
about  which  there  is  as  good  Oak  Timber  as  any  in  the  Ifiand,  proceeds  to 
Glafgow,  which  it  reaches  after  travelling  about  fifty  Miles  from  its  Source 
Here  being  become  both  broad  and  deep,  it  continues  its  Progrefs,  dividing 
the  Shires  of  Renfrew  and  Dunbarton,  and  having  palled  the  Town  of  Ren¬ 
frew,  and  foon  after  received  the  two  Rivers  of  the  Name  of  Cart,  it  moves 
majeftically  on  till  it  abforbs  alfo  the  River  Levin,  ifluing  from  Loch  Lomund, 
being  overlooked  from  the  North  by  the  Caftle  and  Town  of  Dunbarton, 
which  Hand  on  that  River  5  and  thus  fwelled  with  fubfidiary  Streams,  having 
palled  New  Port  Glafgow,  and  Greenoch,  and  walked  a  Part  of  Argylelhire, 
it  joins  its  Waters  to  thofe  of  the  Sea,  after  a  Courfe  of  feventy  Miles  y. 

The  great  Glory  of  the  Clyde  is  the  ancient  and  noble  City  of  Glafgow, 
indifputably  allowed  to  be  the  fecond  in  North  Britain.  The  Bilhoprick  is 
faid  to  have  been  founded  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  fixth  Century  by  St.  Mun¬ 
go,  in  fucceeding  Times  reputed  its  Patron  2-.  Many  Centuries  after  it  became 
the  See  of  an  Archbilhop,  Dodtor  John  Blaccader  being  the  firft  honoured 
with  that  Title,  in  1481.  Before  this,  a  Univerfity  was  founded  and  endowed 
by  Dodtor  William  Turnbull,  then  Bilhop  of  Glafgow  in  2453,  under  the 
Aufpice  of  King  James  the  Second,  and  with  the  Participation  of  Pope  Nicho¬ 
las  the  Fifth.  It  was  protedled,  and  in  a  peculiar  Manner  favoured,  by  the 
fucceeding  Princes,  down  to  James  the  Sixth,  who  faved  it  from  Ruin, 
re-founded,  and  re-endowed  it;  fubfequent  to  which  it  has  been  alfo  honoured 
with  diltinguilhing  Marks  of  their  Attention  by  all  our  Monarchs,  and  occa- 
fionally  alfo  by  the  Legillature  a.  This  Univerfity  confifls  of  a  fingie  College, 
regularly  built,  formerly  feparated  from  the  Town  by  a  Wall,  and  of  late 

”  u  Buchanani  Rerum  Scotiearum  Hiftoria,  lib.  f.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  696.  Additions  to  the 
Englifh.  Translation  of  Camden. 

w  Baxter!  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  247.  Stat.  x.  Geo.  II.  eap.  20.  §.  1. 

*  Hectoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  3.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  696.  Baxter! 
Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  82. 

y  Buchanani  Rerum  Scotiearum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Cam¬ 
den.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  18. 

1  Joannes  Leflsei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scoriae  Defcriptio,  p.  12.  Appendix  to  Archbifliop 
Spotfwood’s  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

a  Hefloris  Boethii  Scotorum  Hiftoriae  lib.  xviii.  p.  378.  Additions  to  the  Engliih  Tranflation 
of  Camden.  Appendix  to  Archbifhop  Spotfwood’s  fliftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
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Years  confiderably  enlarged.  At  prefent  jufUy  diftinguilhcd  by  a  fhidt  and  accu¬ 
rate  Method  of  educating  Youth,  fo  as  to  qualify  them  for  all  the  Offices  of 
adtive  Life,  and  to  render  the  Fruits  of  their  Studies  confpicuous  in  their  Con- 
duff,  as  ufeful  Members  of  Society.  In  one  point  they  are  lingular,  as  being- 
enabled,  by  the  Munificence  of  a  generous  Benefactor,  to  fend  Exhibitioners  to 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.  A  Thing  worthy  of  Imitation;  fince  a  Union  of. 
Principles  and  Interefts  is  the  higheft  Benefit  that  can  accrue  to  both  Nations ; 
the  promoting  of  which,  for  the  common  Benefit,  will  ever,  and,  in  every 
Part  of  the  Illand,  be  the  Aim  of  all  true  Patriots  L 

Glasgow  is,  in  other  refpefts,  a  large,  well-built,  regular,  neat,  and  com¬ 
modious  City,  with  two,  or  rather  four  wide  Streets  meeting  in  a  fpacious 
Area,  which  forms  the  Market-Place,  all  the  Houfes  of  a  juft  Height,  and 
nearly  of  the  fame  AfpeCt.  The  ancient  and  the  modern  Buildings  for  public 
Ules,  feem  to  vie  with  each  other ;  the  former  are  venerably  magnificent ;  the 
latter  elegantly  fubfiantial  c.  The  Cathedral  is  a  ftupendous  Piece  of  Archi¬ 
tecture,  which  has  been  admired  for  Ages.  The  new  Church  is  a  noble  Struc¬ 
ture  ;  the  College  has  a  fine  Free-Stone  Front  towards  the  City.  The  Town- 
Houfe,  as  it  would  be  called  in  South  Britain,  is  folid,  fpacious,  and  conve¬ 
nient  ;  and  there  is  a  noble  Bridge,  confiding  of  eight  Arches,  over  the  Clyde, 
the  Source  of  all  this  Grandeur,  with  a  pretty  large  Suburb  on  the  other  Side 
of  it.  As  to  the  Shape  of  the  City  it  is  nearly  fquare ;  and,  befides  thofe 
already  mentioned,  it  has  other  public  Edifices  of  lefs  Importance,  all  kept  in 
good  Order  and  perfeCt  Repair,  which  is  owing  to  a  true  Spirit  of  Com¬ 
merce  which  prevails  amongft  the  Inhabitants,  and  is  properly  fulbained  by 
indefatigable  Induftry,  and  fupported  by  a  laudable  Frugality  d. 

Before  the  Union  this  City  made  a  remarkable  Figure,  as  having  fome 
natural  Advantages,  which  enabled  her  Inhabitants  to  carry  on  a  confiderable 
Trade  to  the  Wefiern  Parts  of  Europe.  But  it  was  not  till  after  the  Union, 
that  her  Merchants  had  it  in  their  Power  to  dilplay,  in  an  extenfive  Degree, 
the  Benefits  derived  to  them  from  their  convenient  Situation,  by  embracing 
the  Trade  of  the  Plantations.  They  very  foon  law  what  might  be  done,  and 
they  have  ever  fince  been  very  vigorous  in  their  Endeavours  e.  The  Profits 
arifing  from  hence  encouraged  a  true  mercantile  Spirit ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  enabled  them  to  live  by,  infirufted  them  in  the  necelfary  Means,  and 
the  proper  Inftruments,  for  augmenting  and  rendering  this  Commerce  Hill 

b  From  private  Information. 

c  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Short  Account  of  Scotland, 
p.  107 — 1 1  5.  See  the  Article  of  Glafgow  in  Collier’s  Hiflorical  and  Geographical  Dictionary, 
vol.  i. 

d  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  696.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  18.  Broome’s  Travels 
over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  215. 

c  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  Short  Account  of  Scotland. 
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more  extenfive,  and  of  courfe  more  beneficial  f.  In  confequence  of  this,  and 
of  their  having  Countries  on  every  Side  capable  of  Cultivation,  and  not  defiitute 
of  People,  properly  inclined,  fit  for  Labour,  and  willing  to  be  inftru&ed,  they 
undertook,  and  perfected,  Variety  of  Improvements,  and,  in  a  very  fhort 
Space  of  Time,  introduced  a  Diverfity  of  Woollen,  Linnen,  Leather,  Iron,  and 
Earthen-ware  Manufactures ;  fet  up  a  Slitting-mill,  Rope-walks,  Soap-works, 
Sugar  and  Glafs-houfes ;  and  thus  laid  the  true  and  broad  Foundation  of  a 
lucrative  Commerce,  in  the  encouraging  of  Art  and  Induflry  on  every  Side, 
chufing  to  fix  the  Hopes  of  their  own  Profperity  on  being  the  Authors  and 
Patrons  of  the  Profperity  of  others.  As  their  Materials  were  collected,  aug¬ 
mented,  and  improved,  their  Commerce  grew  daily  more  extenfive,  which  cre¬ 
ated  new  Demands,  and  confequently  produced  a  Want  of  new  Materials, 
and  new  Inftruments,  to  fupport  it,  which  they  have  gradually  procured  ;  and 
all  thefe  new  Eftablifhments  have  been  profecuted  with  great  Diligence  and 
Attention,  as  is  evident  from  the  Spirit  of  the  People,  and  the  Condition  of 
the  Country  round  them.  The  Town  of  Paifley,  in  particular,  is  a  finking 
Inftace  of  this ;  where,  within  the  Period  before-mentioned,  every  Loom  for 
weaving  Linnen  has  produced  at  leafl  twenty ;  and  the  People  are  continually 
turning  their  Thoughts  to  new  Inventions.  The  fame  thing  might  be  faid  of 
other  Places  ;  but  I  propofe  a  Portrait  rather  than  a  Hiflory  j  and  in  this  Light 
one  Inflance  ferves  as  well  as  many,  and  the  Reader’s  Attention  is  not  diftraCled 
by  a  Multiplicity  of  ObjeCts,  but  keeps  the  principal  Point  always  in  View  g. 

But,  though  the  Succefs  attending  that  commercial  Spirit  which  charac- 
terifes  the  People  of  Glafgow,  and  other  Places  in  her  Neighbourhood,  has 
been  very  great,  and  may  very  properly  ferve  as  an  Example  of  what  that 
Spirit  may  effieCt,  even  in  North  Britain,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that,  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  Cafes,  common  Opinion  has  magnified  it  beyond  the  Truth  h. 
Neither  has  her  Profperity  maintained  a  continual  Flow  ;  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  met  with  fome,  and  thofe  very  untoward.  Interruptions.  For,  not  to- 
mention  the  Difaflers  brought  upon  her  by  popular  Tumults,  or  the  Calami¬ 
ties  flie  has  experienced  from  Civil  War,  even  her  Trade  has  felt  fome  Incoii- 
veniencies  \  The  Baltic  Market  is  not  what  it  once  was,  in  refpedl  to  her 
Fisheries;  fome  Checks  have  been  likewife  felt  in  the  Linnen  Trade ;  and 
the  defirudtive,  as  well  as  infamous,  Practice  of  Smuggling  has,  I  am  afraid, 
cramped  one  of  the  principal  Branches  of  her  American  Commerce,  by 
which  I  mean  that  of  Tobacco.  For  it  is  impoflible,  however  neceffary,  to 
multiply  Precautions  againfl  foul  Dealing,  without  doing,  though  it  may  be, 

f  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercial  is,  p.  18. 

g  Thefe  are  Fa£ts,  received  from  feveral  particular  Informations. 

h  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialism  p.  17, 
Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  P.  iii.  p.  215,  216. 

i  Thefe  Hints  have  been  chiefly  received  front  private  Information. 
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both  unwittingly  and  unwillingly,  fome  Prejudice  even  to  the  faired:  Trader  k . 
If  Freedom  be  not  the  very  Eflence,  it  is  at  lead:  fo  effential  to  Trade,  there 
is  no  reftraining  the  one  without  injuring  the  other ;  and,  if  we  refledt  how 
much  it  indifputably  turns  to  the  mutual  Benefit  of  the  Colonies,  and  their 
Mother-Country,  that  the  Commerce  between  them  fliould  be  as  extenfive  as. 
pofiible,  it  is  certainly  to  be  wifhed,  that  inftead  of  difcouraging  Smuggling 
by  accumulated  and  accumulating  legal  Limitations,  we  ftiould  rather 
endeavour  to  extirpate  it  by  leflening  the  Duties ;  which  would  not  only  take 
away  the  Temptation  from  the  fraudulent,  and  increafe  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
fair  Trader,  but  would  likewife  augment  the  Correlpondence  between  the 
Mother-Country  and  her  Plantations,  to  the  reciprocal  Benefit  of  both.  But, 
in  other  refpedts,  the  City  of  Glafgow  has  received  frequent  Marks  of  Favour 
and  Protection  from  the  Legiflature,  in  having  the  Right  to  eledt  her  own 
Magi  ft  rates  with  the  fame  Freedom  as  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  confirmed 
by  Adt  of  Parliament  h  The  Duty  of  two  Pennies  Scots  on  every  Pint 
of  Ale  within  the  City,  was  granted  to  them  by  the  Parliament  of  Scotland 
in  165)3,  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  Debts,  beautify  their  Town,  and  improve 
their  Trade,  which  was  continued  to  them  for  a  further  Term  in  1705  m,  and 
this  Term,  from  time  to  time,  farther  enlarged  by  fubfequent  Adts  n,  which 
have  been  of  extraordinary  Benefit  to  the  Place. 

Renfrew,  which  is  an  ancient  royal  Burgh,  and  the  chief  Town  of  the 
Shire  of  the  fame  Name,  ftands  on  the  oppofite  Side  of  the  Clyde,  a  few  Miles 
below  Glafgow  ;  and,  though  it  is  not  a  very  confiderable  Place,  is  improving, 
as  well  in  Manufactures  as  in  Commerce.  The  ancient  Chanel  of  the  Clyde  into 
which  the  Tide  flows,  furnifhes  it  with  a  very  convenient  Harbour,  called  Pud- 
doch  ;  and,  by  Spring  Tides,  Velfels  of  tolerable  Burthen  are  brought  up 
to  the  Bridge.  The  Inhabitants  addidt  themfelves  pretty  much  to  the  Irifti 
Trade  j  and  having  the  Benefit  of  a  public  Ferry,  draw  no  fm all  Advantage 
from  being  the  Centre  of  Correfpondence  between  the  Counties  on  both  Sides 
the  Firth.  Dunbarton,  or  Dumbritton,  as  anciently  Riled,  is  alfo  a  royal 
Burgh,  and  a  Shire  Town,  a  Place  of  great  Antiquity,  and  very  famous  for  its 
impregnable  Caftle,  is  feated  on  the  fame  Side  of  the  Clyde  with  Glafgow, 
fourteen  Miles  to  the  Weft,  where  the  River  Levin  falls  into  the  Firth  of 
Clyde,  from  whence  it  derives  a  fmall,  but  fafe  Port  In  the  Year  1668, 

k  This,  in  the  Eye  of  fincere  Patriots,  is  one  of  the  molt  aggravating  Circumflances  attending 
the  Crime  of  Smuggling,  that  it  introduces  Laws  for  the  Security  of  the  Revenue,  which  are 
detrimental  to  Commerce.  And  what  is  this  in  effect  but  fubmitting  to  take  a  flow  Poifon,  in 
order  to  cure  a  cut  Finger  ? 

1  W.  &  M.  par.  i.  feff.  2.  cap.  15. 

1  Scots  A&s  of  Parliament,  vol.  iii.  p.  381,  706. 

n  1  Geo.  I.  feff.  2.  cap.  44.  9  Geo.  II.  cap.  31.  26  Geo.  II.  cap.  81. 

0  Hettoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  3.  Polydoris  Vergilii  Anglicae  Hiflorise, 
iib.  i.  A44itions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia. 
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the  City  of  Glafgow  purchafed  from  Sir  Patrick  Maxwell  a  Village  near  the 
Bay  of  Newark,  which,  by  the  Favour  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  was 
eredted  into  a  Burgh  of  Barony,  under  the  Name  of  Port  Glafgow,  where 
there  is  a  large  commodious  Haven,  to  which  Ships  of  any  Burthen  may  be 
brought,  with  all  Kind  of  Conveniencies  for  the  Accommodation  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  a  good  Town  daily  increaling,  which  belongs  to,  and  is,  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking,  the  Harbour  of,  Glafgow.  For  here  is  a  Cuftom-Houfe, 
which  is  a  handlome  Building,  and  has  a  fair  Eftablifhment  of  Officers,  and 
the  Jurifdi&ion  of  the  whole  Firth  and  River  on  both  Sides  p.  It  may  not  be 
amil's  to  obferve,  that  the  laft  Grant  ofjthe  Duty  upon  Ale  to  the  City  of 
Glafgow,  extends  to  this  Place,  and  to  the  Village  of  Corbels,  which  is  on 
the  South  Bank  of  the  Clyde,  diredtly  oppofite  to  Glafgow.  At  a  fmall  Dif- 
tance  from  Port  Glafgow  hands  the  Town  of  Greenock,  which  above  a  Cen¬ 
tury  pah  was  ere&ed  into  a  Burgh  of  Barony,  in  favour  of  the  ancient  Family 
of  Shaw.  About  fifty  Years  ago,  the  then  Proprietor,  Sir  John  Shaw,  to  his 
immortal  Honour,  began,  at  his  own  Expence,  to  form  a  convenient  Haven 
here,  which  was  afterwards,  by  Subfcription  of  the  Inhabitants,  rendered  very 
large  and  commodious,  fo  as  to  be  at  length  very  little  inferior  to  Port  Glaf¬ 
gow  q.  For  the  Support  and  Improvement  of  this  Burgh  and  Harbour,  build¬ 
ing  a  Town-Houfe,  and  other  Works  of  a  public  Nature,  a  Grant  has  been 
obtained  of  the  ufual  Duty  upon  Ale,  by  a  late  Statute,  for  thirty-one  Years  r. 
Befides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  other  little  Harbours  on  the  Firth,  which  are  all 
in  a  thriving  Condition,  owing  to  that  Spirit  of  Induftry  and  Commerce 
which  reigns  more  here  than  almoft  in  any  other  Part  of  North  Britain  ® ;  a 
Spirit  which.,  if  properly  promoted,  and  fuitably  encouraged,  will  not  fail  of 
producing,  in  Time,  Effects  much  fuperior  to  thofe  which  it  has  already  pro¬ 
duced,  and  thereby  convince  their  Southern  Neighbours,  that  the  natural 
Defeats  of  North  Britain,  how  great  foeverthey  may  be  imagined,  will,  not- 
with&anding,  yield  to  Induftry  and  Perfeverance  j  and  being  once  overcome, 
not  the  Face,  but  the  Nature  of  the  Country  will  be  fo  changed,  that  Pofte- 
rity  may  poffibly  difpute  whether  thofe  Defeats  ever  exifted. 

There  are  fome  farther  Remarks  relating  to  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  which,  in 
a  Work  of  this  Nature,  ought  not  to  be  paffed  over  in  Silence.  The  Herring 
Fiffiery  here  is  very  confiderable,  not  barely  in  refpeft  to  the  Quantities  of  Her¬ 
ring  caught,  but  alfo  from  the  Excellence  of  the  Fiffi,  little  inferior  to  thole 
taken  in  deep  Waters,  and  the  particular  Skill  and  Care  in  the  Packing  and 
Curing  them,  fo  that  Glafgow  Herrings  have  come  to  foreign  Markets  with  as 

p  Crawfurd’s  Defcription  of  the  Shire  of  Renfrew,  p.  8(5.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis, 
p.  17.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  388. 

Additions  to  the  English  Tranllation  of  Camden.  Crawfurd’s  Defcription  of  the  Shire  of 
Renfrew,  p.  90.  Beawes’s  Merchants  Directory,  p.  591. 

r  Stat.  xxiv.  Geo.  II.  cap.  38. 

s  Amongft  thefe  we  may  particularly  reckon  Gourock,  at  prefent  a  Creek  to  Greenock. 

Vol.  L  Gg  much 
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much  Reputation  as  the  Dutch  That  this  is  in  itfelf  a  Matter  of  great  Im¬ 
portance,  the  Reader  will  eafily  conceive,  when  he  is  told  that  upwards  of  thirty 
thoufand  Barrels  have  been  exported  in  a  Seafon.  The  Glafgow  Merchants, 
many  Years  ago,  attempted  what  would  be  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  this 
Country,  the  joining  this  to  the  other  Fifheries ;  and  with  that  View  endeavoured 
to  ftrike  into  the  Whale  Fifhery,  but  they  were  not  fo  fortunate  at  that  Time 
to  bring  this  about  u.  If  by  any  means  they  could  be  enabled  to  carry  this 
great  Defign  thoroughly  into  Execution,  fo  as  to  embrace  the  Herring  Trade 
in  its  utmoft  Extent,  and  to  purfue  it  in  the  deep  Waters,  and  on  the  Lewis 
Coaft,  as  well  as  their  own,  there  would  very  valuable  Confequences  follow 
from  it,  and  particularly  this,  that  it  would  be  then,  effectually  and  for  ever, 
fecured  to  the  Subjects  of  Britain,  to  whom  it  naturally  belongs ;  and  though 
hitherto  we  have  not  been  able  fo  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  Advantages  we  pof- 
fefs,  as  fully  to  accomplifh  this  Point,  yet  there  is  nothing  clearer,  than  that  if 
it  was  once  accomplifhed  by  the  Merchants  at  Glafgow,  or  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Ifles,  it  never  could  be  again  wrefted  from  us  w. 

Another  Point  is,  the  happy  Situation  of  all  the  Ports  upon  this  Firth  for 
the  Trade  of  America,  the  Weft  Indies,  and  alfo  for  Spain  and  Portugal, 
which,  as  we  before  obferved,  has  been  within  half  a  Century  paft  cultivated 
with  great  Care  and  Succefs :  Neither  ought  the  Benefits  arifing  from  hence 
to  be  envied,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  from  Glafgow  prodigious  Numbers 
of  young  People  have  been  fent  into  Virginia,  and  the  other  Colonies,  where 
by  their  Induftry  they  have  made  confiderable  Improvements,  and  ruifed. 
immenfe  Returns  to  Great  Britain  in  general  ;  and  it  is  very  natural  that  thofe 
who  thus,  at  the  Expence  of  their  own  Inhabitants,  have  contributed  to  people 
the  Plantations,  fhould  reap  a  Share  in  the  Profits  arifing  from  thofe  Returns 
which  the  Labour  and  Induftry  of  thefe  People  produced.  But  to  augment  the 
Value,  as  well  as  to  enlarge  the  Extent  of  this  important  Commerce,  it  were  to 
be  wiflied  that  the  Weftern  Part  of  North.  Britain  was  more  cultivated  and 
Better  peopled  For  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Countries  when  more  nume¬ 
rous,  would  be  able  to  confume  great  Quantities  of  American  and  Weft  India 
Commodities,  which. muft  be  paid  for  in  their  own  Manufactures ;  and,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  thought  of  it  by  fuch  as  have  been,  only  converfant  in  practical; 

1  Diftionnaire  de  Commerce  ,  tom;  ii;  coL  76$,  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  1 12. 
Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Directory,  p.590. 

“  Lindfay’s  InterefVof  Scotland  confidered,  p.  209. 

w  Becaufe  we  fhould  then  carry  it  on  cheaper  than  any  other  Nation  could; 

x  This  may  feem  to  be  arguing  in  a  Circle,  fuppofing  a  Benefit  to  arife  from  fending  People/ 
to  cultivate  Lands  in  the  Colonies,  and  then  making  the  Advantages  derived  from  this,  depend 
upon  increafing  the  Number  of  People  in  the  Mother-Country.  However,  the  Fa<ff  is  fo,  and  may 
be  very  eafily  explained.  Multitudes  leave  their  Mother-Country  to  go  elfewhere  than  to  the 
Plantations;  and  it  is  thefe  we  recommend  to  be  kept  at  home,  to  render  the  Correfpondence 
with  the  Colonies  more  extenfive,  and  to  prevent  . their  Countrymen  there,  from  feeling  a  Neceflity. 
.of  feeking  other  Markets. 

3;;  Commerce, , 
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Commerce,  if  this  cannot  be  effe&ed,  Experience  will  fhew,  that  in  lpite  of 
all  the  Diligence  and  Induflry  that,  can  be  exerted  in  other  refpeCts,  this  Com¬ 
merce  will  find  its  Limits,  beyond  which  it  will  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impof- 
fible,  to  carry  it,  but  by  recurring  to  this  certain  Method. 

About  the  Time  of  the  Union  there  was  much  Difcourfe  of  uniting  the 
firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  and  great  Advantages,  then  fufficiently  explained, 
were  propofed  from  it  *.  We  have  not  Room  here  to  enter  into  a  Difcuffion 
of  this  Point,  or  into  a  Detail  of  thofe  Conveniences,  with  a  View  to  which  the 
Merchants  at  Glafgow  have  Warehoufes  at  Alloa,  as  we  before  hinted ;  but 
there  is  no  Reafon  to  queflion  that  they  would  have  been  very  confiderable, 
and  might  be  fo  Hill.  As  to  the  Practicability  of  making  fuch  a  Canal,  there 
can  be  very  little,  if  any,  Doubt  about  it.  The  Space  of  Ground  intervening 
is  not  above  twenty  Miles ;  and  a  mofl  commodious  Communication  by  Water 
might  be  made  for  as  many  thoufand  Pounds  j  according  to  fome  Computa¬ 
tions,  for  much  lefs  z  j  and  therefore  this  is  a  Matter  that  well  deferves  to  be 
kept  in  Memory. 

The  River  Irwin  rifes  on  the  Border  of  the  Shire  of  Lanerk ;  and  running; 
a  North-Well  Courfe  for  about  twenty-three  Miles,  makes  the  Boundary  of 
what  was  called  the  Bailiwick  of  Cunningham.  As  it  falls  into  the  Sea,  it 
meets  with  another  confiderable  River  from  the  South- Well ;  and  by  the 
JunClion  of  both  their  Waters  there  is  formed  a  convenient  Harbour,  upon 
which  Hands  the  ancient  royal  Burgh  of  Irvin,  or  Irvine,  a  Place  cele-  • 
brated  long  ago  for  the  Beauty  of  its  Situation,  fair  Buildings,  and  great 
Trade  a.  But  this  being  a  barred  Port,  and  the  Sands  gradually  choaking  it 
up,  we  find  its  Decay  mentioned  at  the  Diflance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  b.  The  Inhabitants,  however,  were  always  diftinguifhed  for  their  Indu- 
flry  ;  and  therefore  taking  the  Advantage  of  every  Conjuncture,  and  availing 
themfelves  of  all  the  Helps  in  their  Power,  and  being  of  late  Years  affifted 
by  the  Legiflature  s  they  have  fo  far  revived  their  Trade  as  to  have  the  Efla- 
blifhment  of  a  Port,  with  three  Creeks  under  its  JurifdiCtion,  and  have  alfo 
Officers  appointed  to  overlook  the  Salt  Duties  d.  Their  chief  Trade  is  to 
Ireland  with  Coals,  of  which  they  have  great  Plenty,  and  very  good,  in  their 
Neighbourhood  $  and,  befides  this,  they  have  an  Inland  and  Coafl  Trade, 

y  See  the  Pamphlets  publiffied  at  that  Juncture,  and  compare  the  Advantages  propofed  by  the 
Union  with  the  Confequences  that  have  attended  it. 

1  It  has  been  carried  fo  low  as  feven  thoufand  Poundt,  and  that  too  grounded  on  the  a&ual 
Expence  of  Canals  of  the  like  Kind  made  in  South  Britain. 

8  jo.mnis  Lefleei  Regipnum  et  Infularum  Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  10.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoti- 
carum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Appendix  to  Archbifhop  Spotfwood’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  39. 

u  Camdeni  Britannia,-  p.  694. 

c  Srat.  ix.  Geo.  II.  cap.  27. 

d  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  387.  Efiabiifhment  of  the  Officers  for  the  Salt-Duty  in  North 
Britain. 
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with  feme  Concern  in  the  Herring  Fifhing  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde  e ;  fo  that, 
however  inferior  to  what  they  once  were,  they  are  at  lead  recovering,  and  in 
Procefs  of  Time,  perhaps,  may  become  much  more  confiderable. 

The  River  Air  riles  on  the  Edge  of  Lanerkfhire,  and  running  through  the 
County  of  its  own  Name  in  a  Weft  Courle,  near  twenty  Miles,  in  which  Space 
it  receives  many  auxiliary  Streams,  falls  at  length  into  what  is  commonly 
called  the  Firth  of  Clyde  fi  This  River  is  with  great  Probability  fuppofed  to 
be  the  Vandogara,  or  Widogara,  of  Ptolemy  g.  On  the  South  Side  of  it  flood 
the  ancient  royal  Burgh  of  St.  Johnflown,  with  a  Bridge  over  the  River,  con¬ 
fiding  of  four  Arches ;  but  the  new  Town  of  Aire,  which  is  the  Head  of  the 
Shire,  Hands  on  the  North  Side  h.  It  was  formerly  very  famous  for  the 
Beauty  of  its  Situation,  the  Elegance  of  its  public  Buildings,  a  very  large 
Jurildidtion,  the  greatefl  Market  in  thefe  Parts,  a  good  Port,  and  a  flourifhing 
Commerce  k  After  the  fatal  Battle  of  Dunbar,  Cromwell  built  here  one  of  his 
Citadels  for  bridling  North  Britain,  between  the  Town  and  the  Sea,  of  which 
there  are  dill  vifible  fome,  though  very  fmall  Remains  k.  This  might  pro¬ 
bably  be  injurious  to  its  Commerce,  but  as  at  Invernefs,  fo  here,  was  very 
beneficial  to  the  Inhabitants  in  another  refpedt ;  for  Cromwell’s  Soldiers 
taught  them  to  inclofe  their  Grounds,  and  to  improve  them  according  to  the 
Methods  then  in  Ufe  in  England.  There  is  not  only  Tradition  to  fupport  this, 
but  we  fee  by  Books  dedicated  to  Cromwell,  that  he  was  really  a  Patron  of 
thefe  Arts,  *  and  that  his  Officers  made  their  Court  to  him  by  didinguifhing 
themfelves  in  this  kind  of  Knowledge  1.  However,  we  find  the  Town  of 
Aire  declined  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  in  1690  they  had  an  Adi  of  Parliament  in 
their  Favour  m,  which,  notwithdanding,  was  fo  indifferently  executed,  that  at 
the  Didance  of  ten  Years,  or  thereabouts,  the  Place  was  in  a  very  fad  Condition. 
Their  Harbour  was  fo  much  decayed,  that  no  Bark  or  Vefiel  could  come  over 
the  Bar,  or  lie  at  the  Quay ;  their  Bridge  was  ruinous,  fo  were  their  Highways  j. 
their  Talbooth  was  falling  down,  and  all  other  public  Structures  in  a  like  perilous 

e  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia.  Beawes’s  Merchants  Directory,. 
P-  5 87- 

f  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i. 

s  Claudii  Ptolemoei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  694.  Baxteri  Glo/Ta- 
rium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  235. 

h  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  Short  Account  of  Scotland,  p.  115. 

1  Joannis  Lefl’aei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotias  Defcriptio,  p.  10.. 

k  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden. 

1  The  EnglHh  Improver  improved,  or  the  Survey  of  Hufbandry  furveyed  y  difeovering  the 
Improveablenefs  of  all  Lands ;  fome  to  be  under  a  double  and  treble,  others  under  a  five  or  fix 
fould,  and  many  under  a  ten  fould  yea,  fome  under  a  twenty  fould  Improvement,  by  Captain 
Walter  Blith,  London,  1653.  40.  Befidesrhe  Dedication  to  the  Lord  General  Cromwell,  and  the 
Council  of  State ;  there  is  an  Addrefs,  to  the  Honourable  the  Soldiery  of  thefe  Nations  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

®  Scots  Ads  of  Parliament^  voL  iii.  p.  406.. 
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State  n.  Soon  after  the  Union,  however,  the  Face  of  their  Affairs  began  to 
change,  and  their  inland  Trade  reviving,  the  Inhabitants  by  degrees  relumed 
their  Commerce ;  fo  that  their  Port,  which  has  four  Creeks  dependant  upon 
it,  is  as  much  frequented  as  that  of  Irvin,  and,  befides  the  Fifhing  and  Coafting, 
carries  on  fome  Trade  to  Ireland,  and  to  other  Places,  which  is  every  Day 
increafing 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  the  Town  of 
Aire,  there  is  a  Bridge  over  the  River  Dun,  of  a  fingle  Arch,  which  is  ninety 
Feet  in  Length,  and  confequently  not  inferior  to  the  famous  Rialto  at  Venice  p. 
The  Town  of  Glenluce  Rands  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Luce,  or,  as  fome 
write  it,  Lufs,  and  bellows  its  Name  on  that  grsat  Bay  of  the  Sea,  which 
bounds  Galloway  on  this  Side  q.  It  is,  notwithftanding,  a  Place  of  very  little 
Importance,  and  only  a  Creek  to  the  Port  of  Stanrawer,  which  will  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  next  Chapter.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this,  and  fome  other 
Places,  are  capable  of  being  rendered  of  much  more  Importance  than  they  are 
at  prefent ;  but  we  mult  remark,  in  refpedt  to  alrnoft  all  Regions,  where  the 
Wealth  of  the  Inhabitants  confifts  chiefly  in  Cattle  and  Sheep,  it  very  feldom 
happens  that  they  are  either  very  populous,  or  that  the  People  apply  themfelves, 
at  leafl:  with  any  Afliduity,  to  Manufactures ;  on  the  contrary,  ascertain  Num¬ 
ber  find  a  Way  to  get  their  Livelihood  in  what  they  elteem  an  eafier  Manner, 
and  the  reft  go  elfewhere  to  feek  it,  from  Labour  or  Art,  which  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Reafon  that,  upon  this  Coafl:,  we  meet  with  fo  few  Places  that  claim 
our  Notice  in  a  Work  of  this  Nature^ 

The  River  Blainoch  rifes  amongft  the  Mountains  that -divide  the  Shire  of 
Aire  from  the  Country  of  Galloway,  and  running  a  South-Eaft  Courfe  ten  or 
twelve  Miles,  turns  then  almoft  direCtly  Eaft,  and  receiving  in  its  Palfage  two 
other  pretty  large  Streams,  falls  into  the  Sea  at  Wigton,  where  it  meets  alfo 
with  the  Waters  of  the  River  Cree,  and  the  Opening  of  the  Shore  between 
them,  conftitutes  what  is  called  Wigton  Bay  r.  This  Place,  the  Name  of 
which  is  a  Compound  of  Britifh  and  Saxon,  fignifying  a  Town  upon  the 
Waters,  is  an  ancient  royal  Burgh,  with  a  tolerable  Harbour,,  and  was  for¬ 
merly  a  Place  of  great  Trade  At  prefent  it  is  the  Head  of  one  of  the 
Divifionsof  Galloway,  flyled.  from  thence  the  Shire  of  Wigton,.  has  a  Cuflom- 

n  From  a  Mannfcript  Memorial  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Borough,  addrcfTed  to  their  Magi-- 
flrates,  which  is  in  my  PolTeflion. 

0  Additions  to  theEnglifh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Dire&ory,  p.  587. 
Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  386. 

p  Additions  to  the  Engliih  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Ittnerari'o  a' Italia  di  Fran- 
cefco  Scoto,  P.  i.  p.  25.  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Travels,  B.  ii.  P.. i.  chap.  i.  p.  88.  St.  Difdler  De- 
fcript.  de  la  Ville  &  de  la  Repub.  de  Venife,  p.  17.  MifTon  Voyage  dTtalie*.  tom.  f.  lettre  17. 

q  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  388. 

r  Joannis  JLeflaei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scoriae  Defcriptio,  p,  8,  9.  Camdcni  Britannia,  p.  692.. 

5  Baxtcri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britamricarum,  p.  78.. 
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Houfe,  with  a  proper  Eftablifhment,  and  nine  Creeks  dependant  upon  it  j  but 
its  Commerce  at  prefent,  though  increafing,  is  by  no  means  fo  confiderable  as 
might  be  expected  from  its  Situation,  which  with  great  Probability  may  be 
afcribed  to  the  Caufes  that  in  the  former  Paragraph  have  been  afilgned  f. 

The  River  Dee  rifes  out  of  Loch  Dee,  which  lies  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hills, 
that,  as  we  before  remarked,  divide  the  Shire  of  Aire  from  Galloway ;  and, 
after  running  many  Miles  in  a  ferpentine  Courfe,  and  receiving  the  Waters  of 
the  great  River  Ken,  declining  more  to  the  South-Eafl,  falls  at  length  into  the 
Sea,  with  a  very  copious  Stream,  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  which  hands  the  Town 
of  Kirkcoubright,  or,  as  it  is  now  written,  Kircudbright,  which,  as  fome 
think,  was  known  to  the  Romans  by  the  Name  of  Benutium  u.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  very  ancient  royal  Burgh,  and  was  heretofore  a  Place  of  great  inland 
Trade,  and  had  a  good  Share  of  Commerce,  for  which  it  is  very  well  fitu- 
ated  w.  It  is  at  prefent  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Dumfries,  and  has  feven 
Creeks  dependent  upon  it.  If  not  in  a  flourifhing,  it  may  be  at  leaf!  affirmed 
to  be,  in  comparifon  of  its  Neighbours,  in  a  thriving  Condition,  and,  eonfi- 
dering  the  natural  Advantages  it  enjoys,  will  in  Time,  as  the  Spirit  of  Indu- 
ftry,  Manufacture,  and  Traffick  increafes,  become  in  all  Probability  a  Place  of 
much  greater  Significance,  more  efpecially  when  Manufactures  of  different 
Kinds  mall  be  improved  in  thefe  Parts  *. 

The  River  Nethe,  Nid,  or  Nithe,  which  in  the  Britifh  Tongue  fignifies 
crooked,  or  full  of  Turnings,  and  from  which  River  the  Country  derives 
the  Name  of  Nithfdale,  rifes  in  the  South  Part  of  the  Shire  of  Aire ;  and  run¬ 
ning  in  a  winding,  but  conftantly  in  a  South-Eaft  Courfe,  receives  in  its  Pafiage 
feveral  Rivers,  the  principal  amongft  which  are  the  Scar  and  the  Kairn,  falls 
at  laft  with  a  very  full  Tide  into  the  Sea,  fome  Miles  below  the  Town  of  Dum¬ 
fries  y.  This  is  an  ancient  royal  Burgh,  and  the  chief  Town  of  a  Shire,  which 
is  compofed  of  the  Country  of  Nithfdale  and  the  Stewartry  of  Annandalc  A  It 
was  formerly  famous  for  a  great  Manufacture  of  Woollen  Cloth,  now  decayed $ 
notwithflandmg  that,  there  are  more  Sheep  bred  in  this  Shire  than  in  any 
other  in  North  Britain,  fome  Sheep-Mafterg,  fo  they  are  called  here,  having 
Stocks  of  thirty  thoufand,  Sheep,  and  rent  Farms  of  a  thoufami  Pounds  a  Year  ^ 
The  Town  of  Dumfries  is  admirably  well  fituated ;  The  Cattle  and  the 

*  Atlas  Maritimus  p.  xu,  ns.  Crouch's  Book  of  Rates,  p.  388. 

w  Heftoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regal  Defcrlptio,  f’ol.  3.  Canufeni  Britannia,  p,  Baxter! 
Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britamiicarum,  p.  40, 

w  Jfoaruus  Ledge!  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotia,  Defcriptio,  p.  8,  p,  Camdsni  Britannia 
p  692. 

*  Crouch's  Book  of  Rates,  p,  3 S<5, 

y  Jeannts  Ledasi  Regionum  et  Jnfularum  Scotian  Defcriptio,  p.  8.  Buchanan!  Rerum  Scotica- 
rum  Hidoria,  lib.  i,  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  69 1. 

*  Additions  to  Camden's  Britannia. 

a  This,  it’  my  Information  be  right,  is  a  Matter  certain,  and  of  public  Notoriety. 
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Church  are  very  handfome  Structures  *  the  Streets  are  wide,  and  in  general 
well-built.  Here  is  an  Exchange  for  Merchants,  a  Cuftom-Houfe,  and  a 
{lately  Bridge  of  nine  Arches  over  the  River.  The  Inhabitants  have  been 
always  an  aCtive  and  induftrious  People,  by  which  they  have  preferved  a  great 
inland  Trade,  fupported  chiefly  by  three  annual  Fairs  for  Cattle,  which  are 
much  more  frequented  than  any  in  the  South  Part  of  Scotland  k.  They  have 
alfo  availed  themfelves  of  their  Situation,  the  Tide  flowing,  and  bringing  Vef- 
fels  of  confiderable  Burthen  up  to  their  Bridge,  though  above  fix  Miles  from 
the  Sea,  fb  that  they  have  a  good  Share  of  Commerce,  and  have  imported 
three  thoufand  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco  in  a  Year  from  Virginia  c.  It  is  indeed, 
in  comparifon  of  its  Neighbours,  a  Port  of  great  Bufinefs,  and  has  feven 
Creeks  dependent  upon  it,  exclufive  of  thofe  belonging  to  Kircudbright, 
which,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  is  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Dumfries, 
This  Burgh  has  great  Obligations  to  the  Legiflature,  which  granted  them  the 
ufual  Duty  upon  Ale  for  nineteen  Years,  from  the  firftof  June  1717,  to  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  pay  the  Debts  of  the  Town,  to  build  a  new  Church,  to  maintain 
their  Miniflers,  and  to  repair  their  Harbour  d.  This  Grant  was  not  only  con¬ 
tinued  for  the  further  Term  of  twenty-five  Years,  but  a  new  Duty  of  Ton¬ 
nage  has  been  likewife  granted  for  cleanfing  the  River  Nid,  rebuilding  their 
public  School,  and  maintaining  other  Edifices  in  good  Repair  e,  which  Indul¬ 
gences  have  been  highly  beneficial  to  the  Place,  and  contributed  not  a  little 
to  raife  and  keep  it  in  a  flourifhing  Condition. 

On  the  fame  River,  between  Dumfries  and  its  Mouth*  hands  the  Village  of 
Solway,  from  whence  the  Firth  receives  its  Name,  and  which  Camden,  and 
other  learned  Men,  with  great  Probability  conceive  to  retain  fomewhat  of  the 
Appellation  of  its  ancient  Inhabitants  the  Selgovae  fi  On  the  Sea  Coaft,  Eaft 
of  the  River’s  Mouth,  hood  a  Fortrefs,  accounted  impregnable  till  it  was  taken 
by  King  Edward  the  Firft,  called  Carleverock,  or  rather  Carleverog,  which,  if 
we  follow  the  Sentiment  of  Camden,  was  the  Cantobrigum  of  Ptolomy  3 *. 
but  in  the  Opinion  of  Baxter,  the  Oxellon,  or  rather  Uxela  h  :  The  former  is 
guided  by  the  Order  in  which  the  Places  are  named*  the  latter  purely  by  Ety¬ 
mologies,  both  the  Roman  and  Britifh  Names  fignifying,  as  he  interprets' 

b  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritlmus  et  Commer*- 
eialis,  p.  17.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  P.  iii.  p.  216. 
c  From  the  Information  of  Perfons  well  acquainted  with  the  Place,  and  its-Trade. 
d  Stat.  iii.  Geo.  I.*  cap.  6. 
e  Stat.  x.  Geo.  II.  cap.  7. 

f  Britannia,  p.  690.  Baxter!  GlolTarium  Antiquitatom  Britannicarum,  P.-215.  The  old i 
Name  probably  was  Selgovarum  Sinus,  eafily  changed  to  Solway  Firth. 

s  Claudii  Ptolomaei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  His  Words  are,  the  Cities  cf  the  Selgovne, . 

.  Garbantarigum,  Oxelum  (Bifhop  Fleetwood,  in  a  Copy  I  have,  makes  this  Urellum)  Corda,  and: 
Trimontium.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  692. 

h  Baxteri  GlofTarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  2 56.  He  makes  the  Britifh  Name  Caer* 
ar.  lau  er  og,  i.  e.  Arx  ad  Manum  Oceani. 

them}, 
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them,  the  Caftle  by  the  Sea  Side.  But  whoever  is  in  the  Right,  it  is  evident 
that  Ptolomy  meant  to  inform  us  that  there  was  a  Town  of  Note  in  thefe 
Parts ;  and  poftibly  as  Commerce  increafes,  a  new  Haven  may  be  formed,  or 
the  Inhabitants  of  Dumfries,  like  thofe  of  Glafgow,  may  incline  to  fix  their 
Port  four  or  five  Miles  below  the  Town,  to  which  Port  Ships  of  any  Bur¬ 
then  might  be  then  brought. 

The  River  Annan  has  its  Source  at  Arrick  Stone,  near  thofe  of  the  Clyde 
and  Tweed.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  though  thefe  three  Rivers  rife  as  it 
were  together,  they  run  into  different  Seas ;  the  Tweed  into  the  German 
Ocean,  the  Clyde  into  the  Irifh  Sea,  and  the  Annan  into  Solway  Firth,  after 
palffing  through  the  Stewartry  of  Annandale,  to  which  it  gives  Name,  and  a 
little  below  the  Town  of  Annan  h  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Veromum  of 
the  Romans.  Mr.  Baxter  thinks  that  the  River  was  called  by  the  Britons  Avon 
am,  or  Aun  am,  i,  e,  the  Mother  River,  and  that  the  Roman  Name  was  only 

a  Britifh  Appellation  latinized,  Veromum  being  framed  from  Uar  or  Ui,  that 
is,  the  Caftle  on  the  Mother  River,  which  is  probable  enough  k.  Annan  is 
an  ancient  royal  Burgh,  and  was  formerly  a  Place  that  made  fome  Figure,  in 
refpedl  both  to  Buildings  and  Trade  ;  but  in  the  Irruption  made  into  Scotland 
by  the  Protestor  Duke  of  Somerfet,  in  order  to  compel  the  Scots  to  marry 
their  young  Queen  Mary  to  Edward  the  Sixth,  it  was  burnt  to  the  Ground  b 
It  recovered  from  this  Misfortune  but  very  flowly  ;  and  fince  the  Union,  the 
Trade  removing  to  Dumfries,  it  is  now  no  more  than  a  Creek  to  that  Port. 
The  Efke  is  the  laft  River  that  runs  into  the  Solway  Firth,  and  has  no  Place 
upon  it  that  delerves  any  particular  Defcription. 

Thus  we  have  gone  through  the  Rivers  in  North  Britain  that  are  any  way 
confiderable  in  point  of  Navigation,  from  their  having  Ports  where  they  open 
into  the  Sea ;  but  with  regard  to  Rivers  navigable  in  the  ftridteft  Senfe  of  the 
Word,  and  of  which  fo  many,  and  fuch  copious  Inftances  have  been  given  in 
the  former  Part  of  this  Chapter,  there  is  hardly  one  in  this  Part  of  the  Ifland. 
Yet  South  Britain  is  very  far  from  being  deftitute  of  Firths  5  for,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  that  of  Solway,  there  is  on  the  Weft  Side  what  is  called  the  Severn  Sea, 
and  on  the  Eaft,  the  Opening  of  the  Thames  3  that  large  Eftuary  between  Lynn 
and  Bofton;  and  the  Humber  3  which  are  all  Firths  in  the  fame  Senfe  with 
thofe  that  are  mentioned  in  North  Britain,  fo  that  the  Southern  Part  of  this 
Hie  has  all  the  Advantages  that  an  inlular  Situation  can  give ;  and  though 
moft  of  thefe  have  been  highly  improved,  yet,  as  we  have  fhewn,  Pofterity 
will  have  it  in  their  Povvef  to  make  far  greater  Improvements.  The  Want, 

*  Joannis  Ledger  £ egionum  et  Infularum  Scotiae  Defcriptio,  p.  8.  Buchanani  Rcrum  Scotica- 
rum  Hiftoria,  lib.  i,  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  691. 

k  Baxter!  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  245. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  691.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  xv. 
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however,  of  navigable  Rivers  in  North  Britain  is  one  of  the  moll  conclufive 
Proofs  that  can  be  offered  in  fupport  of  our  Argument,  that  they  are  of  the 
higheft  Utility,  fince  the  Want  of  thefe  operates  more  ftrongly  than  any 
Defects  of  Soil  or  Climate  to  the  Prejudice  of  this  Country,  kept  it  always 
*fom  making  the  Figure  it  otherwife  would  have  done  in  Commerce,  and  has 
made  it  fo  very  difficult  for  the  Inhabitants  to  recover  the  Blows  that  their 
Trade  has  received,  or  to  retrieve,  even  to  this  Hour,  thofe  commercial  Advan¬ 
tages  of  which,  by  a  long  Courfe  of  Labour,  and  the  Affiftance  derived  from 
the  Legiflature,  their  Anceftors  were  once  poffieffed ;  it  is  therefore  no  Won¬ 
der  that  a  very  eminent  Author,  who  was  defirous  of  recommending  Ireland, 
fhould  look  upon  this  Country  as  under  inluperable  Difad  vantages,  in  refpeCt 
to  Commerce ;  which  he  has  exprefled  fo  ftrongly,  that  I  find  it  neceflary  to 
tranfcribe  his  own  Words  m. 

“  Scotland,  by  its  Union  with  England,”  fays  he,  “  enjoys  already  all  the 
tc  Advantages  of  a  free  Trade ;  but  the  Barrennefs  of  the  Soil,  and  the  Want 
tc  of  Communication  between  the  inland  and  maritime  Countries,  through 
“  the  almofl  inacceffible  Mountains,  which  detain  the  Growth  and  Manufac- 
“  tures  of  the  Country  from  Exportation,  and  the  Commodities  brought  in 
“  by  Trade,  from  a  proper  Diftribution  amongft  the  working  People,  leave 
“  us  biit  little  Room  to  hope  for  any  great  Affiftance  from  thence.”  The  Affift¬ 
ance  which  this  Author  means,  is  furnifhing  Hands  for  ufeful  Labour  at  a 
cheap  Rate,  by  which  Manufactures  may  be  detained  in  fome  Part  or  other 
of  the  Britiffi  Dominions,  and  not  be  taken  from  us  by  other  Nations,  who 
are  in  a  Capacity  of  underfelling  us,  by  working  cheaper and  certainly  his 
Reafoning  would  be  conclufive,  if  the  Inconveniencies,  which,  not  without  a 
Foundation  of  Truth,  he  objects  to  North  Britain,  were  abfolutely  irremedi¬ 
able. 

But  this  is  not  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe.  North  Britain  is  very  far  from 
being  deffitute  of  Rivers,  or  even  of  great  Rivers ;  and  perhaps  by  a  due 
Application  of  Induffiy,  and  fome  Expence,  feveral  of  thefe  might  be  made 
navigable,  at  lead  in  fome  degree.  In  ancient  Times  the  Confequence  of 
fuch  Rivers  was  not  fo  well  known  as  it  is  at  prefent,  or  the  Means  of  help¬ 
ing  natural  Defects  fo  well  underftood  n.  If  it  had,  the  Labour  and  the 
Charge  bellowed  upon  a  Multitude  of  Bridges,  might  poffibly  have  been  bet^ 

m  Seafonable  Remarks  on  Trade,  with  fome  Reflections  on  the  Advantages  that  might  accrue 
to  Great  Britain,  by  a  proper  Regulation  of  the  Trade  of  Ireland,  printed  in  1729  ;v with  a 
Dedication  to  his  Excellency  John  Lord  Carteret  (the  prefent  Earl  of  Granville)  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  p.  23. 

n  In  order  to  be  convinced  of  this,  we  need  only  confider,  how  very  late  the  PraCtice  of  render¬ 
ing  Rivers  navigable  by  Art  has  prevailed  in  South  Britain,  notwithflanding  the  numberlefs 
Advantages  derived  from  thofe  many  and  deep  Streams  which  were  navigable  by  Nature,  and 
which  notwithflanding,  have  been  tjlfo  much  improved  by  the  fame  Means. 

Vol.  L  H  h 
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ter  employed.  But  even  in  the  Way  in  which  it  is  employed,  the  Correfpond- 
ence  between  the  moft  diftant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  is  very  much  facili¬ 
tated  ;  and,  while  it  was  better  peopled,  there  were  more  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce,  than  there  are  at  prefent ;  and  the  great  Number  of  decayed 
Burghs  and  Ports  plainly  fhew,  that  there  was  a  Time  when  they  were  in  a 
flourishing  Condition  o  •  and  therefore  it  is  not  only  unreafonable,  but  againfl: 
the  Light  of  Evidence,  to  aflert  that  there  is  any  natural  Incapacity,  which 
renders  it  impoflible  for  the  People  who  inhabit  it  to  carry  on  Manufactures, 
domeflic  Trade  and  foreign  Commerce,  as  well  as  their  Neighbours,  though 
the  Want  of  navigable  Rivers  may  be,  and  certainly  is,  a  great  Hindrance 
to  their  arriving  at  fo  defirable  a  State  p.  But,  befldes  the  Amendment  of 
thofe  natural  DefeCts  which  have  been  before  Stated,  the  Conjunction  of 
Lochs,  which  we  have  Shewn  to  be  in  many  Places  practicable,  would  facilitate 
Communication  extremely,  as  they  are  many  of  them  of  a  considerable  Ex¬ 
tent,  mod;  of  them  very  deep,  and  as  they  lie  either  in  the  Heart  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  or  very  near  thofe  Inlets  of  the  Sea,  which  are  called  Lochs  likewife  q.  It 
ought  alfo  to  be  confidered,  that  the  Narrownefs  of  this  Country  would  enable 
its  Inhabitants  to  avail  themfelves  of  all  their  natural  Advantages,  with  the 
Afliftance  of  a  very  few  of  thefe  ConneCSions  r :  Poffibly  if  the  Junction  of 
the  two  Firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  and  of  the  Lochs  between  Invernefs  and 
Fort  William  were  once  effected,  they  would  either  be  Sufficient,  without 
further  Helps,  or  increafe  the  Number  of  People,  and  render  their  Cir- 
cumtfances  fo  much  better,  as  to  put  Such  Improvements  more  in  their 
Power  s.  At  all  Events,  there  is  an  eafy  and  a  very  practicable  Remedy,  by 

making 


o  The  Hiftory  of  Commerce  in  North  Britain  has  not  been  much  attended  to ;  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  it  would  be  no  difficult  thing  to  prove  it  was  once  much  more  extenfive,  and  incom¬ 
parably  more  lucrative,  than  at  prefent ;  otherwife  the  Nobility  could  not  have  eredted  fo  many 
Palaces,  or  endowed  fo  many  Convents ;  neither  could  fo  many  Burghs  royal,  and  of  Barony, 
been  built  in  fo  ftately  a  Manner. 

P  We  attribute  the  flow  Progrefsof  Commerce  in  North  Britain,  and  its  fpeedy  Decline  from 
the  Height  to  which  it  was  advanced,  through  the  Courfe  of  fo  many  Ages,  in  the  Reign  of 
James  V.  to  the  Want  of  navigable  Rivers,  which  made  a  Multitude  of  different  Methods  requi¬ 
site  to  fupply  that  Defedt ;  and  as  all  thefe  were  countenanced  and  protedted,  if  not  contrived  and 
Supported  by  Government,  as  that  relaxed,  they  failed. 

l>  As  Things  Rand  at  prefent,  fomewhat  of  this  Kind  might  be  done  in  more  than  one  Inflance 
to  very  great  Advantage,  fo  as  to  open  at  once  a  Sea  Port  in  the  fait  Water  Loch,  communicating 
with  what  would  become  a  kind  of  navigable  River,  by  being  let  into  it,  and  very  often  a  great 
military  Road  running  by  the  Side  of  the  frelh  Water  Loch,  which  explains  the  Commodioufnefs 
of  fuch  Operations. 

r  The  Conjunctions  propofed  in  the  Text  might  be  effedted,  fuppofing  the  Military  to  be  chiefly 
employed  at  a  very  fmall  Expence  to  the  Government.  They  would,  confidered  in  the  Light  of 
making  the  Country  thoroughly  pervious,  anfwer  better  than  the  Pvoads  which  already  fubfift. 
The  Improvements  and  Increafe  of  People  might  be  made,  without  any  Apprehenfion  of  their 
behaving  otherwife  than  becomes  quiet  and  induftrious  Subjedts. 

6  In  the  Space  of  very  few  Years  the  Face  of  the  Country,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants,  would  be  entirely  altered.  The  Improvements  which  fuch  Communications  would  ren¬ 
der  facile,  as  well  as  pradticable,  would  be  of  different  Sprts,  viz.  Mines,  Agriculture,  and  Manu- 

fadtures. 
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making  great  Roads  where-ever  they  are  neceRary.  We  have  feen  this  a&ually 
performed  for  the  fake  of  keeping  this  Country ;  and,  next  to  this,  there  can¬ 
not  be  a  Wronger,  or  more  weighty  Motive,  than  making  the  Country  worth 
keeping,  which  by  this  Means  might  be  alfo  brought  about. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  add,  in  order  to  ffiew  that  thefc  are  no  wild  or  chi¬ 
merical  Notions,  that  fomething  has  been  already  done,  or  is  at  prefent  doing, 
in  every  one  of  thefe  Methods.  The  rendering  the  Clyde  navigable  up  to  Glal- 
gowfor  Veflels  of  confiderable  Burthen,  if  I  am  not  milinformed,  has  been 
under  Confideration  L  The  Lead  Ore  from  Clifton  Mines  is  carried  by  Land 
a  few  Miles  to  Loch  Lomond,  and  there  embarked,  difembarked  again,  loaded 
on  Carriages,  and,  after  paffing  only  a  Mile,  is  again  ffiipped  on  board  Veffels 
in  Loch  Long,  which  opens  into  the  Firth  of  Clyde  u.  The  Roads  on  which 
this  Ore  is  carried,  are  military  Roads,  which  are  extended  every  Year ;  and  if 
occafionally  the  Objedl  was  a  little  changed,  and  the  CircumRance  of  affiRing 
Mines,  Manufactures,  and  inland  Correfpondence,  taken  into  the  Syflem  of 
continuing  thefe  Roads,  and  carrying  them  even  to  the  remoteft  Parts  of  the 
Ifland  w,  which  is  far  from  being  impracticable,  and  would  not  be  very  expen- 
live,  we  ffiould  find  all  Obftacles  gradually  overcome,  and  North  Britain  freed 
from  thofe  Reproaches  that  have  been  too  haftily  thrown  upon  her.  This  will 
more  clearly  appear  from  the  additional  Arguments  offered  in  the  next  Chap¬ 
ter.  Thefe  Remedies,  fo  far  as  they  have  operated,  fhew  plainly  their  natu¬ 
ral  Efficacy,  and  that,  if  judicioufly  and  vigoroully  purfued,  they  are  very  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing  all  the  EffeCts  that  can  be  reafonably  expeCted  from  them. 
The  puffiing  thefe,  therefore,  Readily,  and  with  Judgment,  fo  as  to  be  con- 
Rantly  proceeding,  and  at  the  fame  time  proceeding  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  may 
turn  moil  to  the  public  Benefit,  is  a  Point  of  the  utmoR  Importance  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  North  Britain,  and,  whatever  it  may  feem,  will  in  its  Confe- 
quences  be  found  the  firR  and  greateR  of  all  Improvements  x.  This  will  be 

faclures,  and  the  Correfpondence  too  of  a  very  mixed  Nature,  requiring  ftrong  Horfes,  various 
Carriages,  and  neceffary  Accommodations  for  thefe  in  a  great  many  Places. 

1  If  this  fhould  never  be  undertaken,  it  mu  ft  arife  from  fome  real  or  fuppofed  Incompatibility 
between  the  Interefts  of  different  Burghs,  and  not  from  any  natural  Obftacles ;  fo  that  whether 
brought  to  bear,  or  not,  my  Argument  is  not  in  the  leaft  affedfed. 

u  Nothing  can  come  up  more  clofely  than  this  to  my  Suggeftion.  If  thefe  Mines  were  more 
remote  from  Water-Carriage,  they  could  not  be  wrought  to  any  Profit;  and  therefore  luch  Com¬ 
munications  would  unqueftionably  occafton  other  Mines  to  be  wrought,  of  which  there  are  Plenty 
in  thefe  Parts  ;  and  the  working  a  Mine  of  any  Sort  with  Succefs,  produces  a  Town  of  courfe,  of 
which  this  very  Mine  is  an  Inftance. 

w  As  the  Ifthmus  between  the  two  Lochs  is  fo  very  narrow,  the  Conjundlion  might  be  eafily 
made,  and  this  little  Land-Carriage  faved ;  but  from  the  Mines  to  Loch  Lomond,  the  military 
Road  alone  makes  it  practicable. 

x  The  Profits  which  arife  to  private  Perfons  from  cultivating  Lands,  planting  Timber,  or 
working  Mines,  will  very  feldom  admit  of  large,  previous,  and  preparatory  Expences,  as  being 
often  precarious,  and  always  limited ;  whereas  the  Advantages  derived  to  the  Community  by 
fuch  Improvements,  are  in  their  Nature  certain,  and  permanent  ia  their  Duration.  It  is  reafon- 
able,  therefore,  that  all  fuch  Communications  fhould  be  procured  at  the  public  Expence. 

H  h  2  the 
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the  better  underftood,  when  we  confider,  that  Reafon,  and,  which  is  ftill 
ftronger,  Experience,  plainly  fliews,  that,  without  this,  all  other  Improvements 
are  of  very  little  Importance  or  Duration.  It  is  an  eafy  Communication,  that 
produces  a  Variety  of  Markets  j  and  without  having  many  Markets,  no  Manu¬ 
facture  can  lift  up  its  Head  :  And  though  the  DoCtrine  may  feem  a  little 
ftrange,  ,this  inland  Communication  is  of  no  lefs  Confequence  to  foreign  Com¬ 
merce,  as  it  not  only  furnifhes  the  Merchant  with  an  Opportunity  of  buying 
cheap',  when  the  fame  Kind  of  Goods  can  be  had  from  different  Places,  but 
alfo  fupplies  him  with  the  like  Plenty  of  Cuftomers  for  his  Returns,  without 
which  his  Trade  could  not  be  very  extenfive,  or  carried  on  for  any  Length  of 
Time,  fince  fmall  Quantities  of  foreign  Commodities  foon  overffock  the  Peo¬ 
ple  who  live  fcattered  and  poor,  and  yet  within  narrow  Limits.  This  is  the 
true  Reafon  that  we  hear  great  Complaints  made  y,  that  new  Improvements 
have  not  anfwered,  at  lead  in  that  Degree  that  was  hoped;  and  indeed  this 
will  never  be  looked  for,  at  lead  by  wife  Men,  till  fuch  Communications  are 
made  as  may  fupply  the  Want  of  navigable  Rivers.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
the  Produce  of  improved  Lands  will  find  a  proper  Price,  and  Manufactures  of 
all  Kinds  Aourifhing,  repay  Indudry  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  check  that  rove- 
ing  Spirit,  which  has  been  hitherto  chiefly  countenanced  by  the  Difficulty  of 
finding  a  proper  Reward,  either  for  Toil  or  Talents,  without  going  to  feek  it  in 
foreign  Climates  7.  But  this  Neceflity  being  once  taken  away,  the  Mifchief 
would  either  ceafe  gradually  of  itfelf,  or  be  eradicated  by  wholfome  Laws,  which 
would  then  appear  as  juft  and  reafonable  in  their  Nature,  as  in  Policy  they 
would  be  right  and  requifite ;  and  though  at  fird  perhaps  they  would  be 
thought  a  little  fevere,  yet  in  the  Courfe  of  a  very  few  Years  they  might  be 
relaxed  without  Danger,  fince,  when  it  is  once  brought  to  pafs  in  any  Country, 
that  the  Subfidence  of  a  Family  becomes  eafier  in  proportion  to  its  becoming 
more  numerous,  Parents  will  find  it  their  Intered  to  indill  fuch  Notions,  as  will 
fupply  the  Place  of  Laws,  and  beget  an  oppofite  Spirit  to  that  which  now  pre¬ 
vails,  as  we  fee  is  actually  the  Cafe  in  all  rich  Countries,  though.in  themfelves 
ever  fo  unpleafant.  Belides  this  of  keeping  Children  at  home  being  a  natural. 
Principle,  would  in  that  refpeCt  be  not  only  fooner  edablifhed,  but  would  alfo  - 
fink  deeper,  aCt  with  greater  Force,  and  grow  imperceptibly  more  national  than, 
the  other  is  now. 

In  refpeCt  to  Ireland,  we  have  more  than  once  obferved-  that  except  Great 
Britain,  there  is  not  perhaps  in  the  World  an  Ifland  that  pofleffes  more  natural! 
Advantages.  The  Climate,  Soil,  and  Productions,. of  this  Country,  are  fuch 

y  In  a  Treatife,  intitled,  “  Reafons  for  applying  to  the  King  and  Parliament  for  an  Augmenta- 
u  tionof  Stipend  to  the  Minifiers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  examined,  Edinburgh,  1748,”  if 
is  aiferted,  that,  exclufive  of  the  Intereff  of  Money  expended  upon  them,  all  the  Improvements 
made  in  that  Country  for  an  hundred  Years  pad,  do  not,  one  with  another,  produce  five  per 
Cent. 
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as  render  it  wonderfully  commodious  to  its  Inhabitants,  as  furnishing  them 
with  all  the  Neceflaries,  and  moft  of  the  Conveniencies  of  Life,  with  a  large 
Surplus  of  valuable  Commodities-3.  To  this  we  may  add  the  peculiar  Hap- 
pinefs  of  its  Situation,,  by  which' it  not  only  enjoys  an  eafy  and  fettled  Trade, 
with  all  the  Ports  on  the  Weft  Coaft  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Iflands  dependant 
upon  it,  but  has  alfo  the  Command  of  a  univerfal  Correfpondence  with  all 
Parts  of  the  known  World,  and  more  efpecially  with  America,  which  is,  or 
might  be,  a  Matter  of  the  utmoft  Importance  in  Times  both  of  Peace  and 
War,  and  from  which  it  is  capable  of  contributing  exceedingly  to  the  Support 
©f  the  British  Empire  in  that  Part  of  the  World  b.  Ireland  indeed,  all  Things 
conftdered,  is  in  Pofteftion  of  fo  many  Benefits,  and  has  the  increafing  and 
multiplying  of  thefe  fo  much  in  the  Power  of  her  Inhabitants,  that  we  may 
without  any  Scruple  affirm,  they  may  with:  Facility  and  Certainty  improve 
their  Country  in  all  Refpeds,  to  a  higher  Degree  poffibly,  than  any  of  the  like 
Extent  upon  the  Continent,  and  at  the  fame  time  accumulate  fuch  a  Strength, 
as  to  ftand  in  no  Dread,  with  the  Affiftance  of  the  Fleets  and  Forces  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  of  the  Envy  even  of  her  moft  potent  Neighbours  c.  A  Circumftance 
fufficient  to  excite  and  to  fupport  the  Endeavours  of  her  genuine  Patriots  in 
their  Intentions  not  to  fpare  either  Labour  or  Expence,  in  order  to  verify  from 
Fads,  what  all,  who  have  confidered  this  Bland  with  Attention,  have  unani- 
moufiy  pronounced  to  be  in  her  Power,  and  which  has  been  fo  clearly  juftified 
by  every  Experiment  that  has  been  hitherto  attempted. 

The  Circumftance  of  all  others  that  puts  this  moft  beyond  Doubt,  is  the 
happy  Distribution  of  her  Waters,  which  Nature  has  fo  dilpofed  as  to  render 
them  equally  favourable  for  almoft  every  valuable  Purpofe.  The  Bays  and 
Inlets  of  the  Sea  fupply  her  with  numerous  Harbours,  as  in  the  next  Chapter 
will  be  fully  Shewn,  for  the  entertaining  the  moft  extenfive  foreign  Com¬ 
merce  5  while,  on  the  other  hand,  her  Rivers  and  Lakes  are  no  lels  happily 
placed,  for  the  procuring  her  Inhabitants  all  the  Advantages  that  naturally  arife 
from  an  eafy  Communication  between  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Country,  and 
thereby  furniSh  the  Means  of  a  flourishing  inland  Trade  d.  It  is  true,  that  in 
order  to  attain  thefe  Advantages,  Induftry  and  Prudence  are  requifite ;  but 
then,  as  we  have  already  Shewn,  there  is  fuch  a  Certainty  of  the  goodEffeds, 
and  thefe  have  been  already  felt  in  fo  furprifing  a  Degree,  whenever  proper 
Pains  and  the  neceliary  Efforts  have  been  exerted,  that  we  cannot  entertain  the 

a  See  Stanihurfl’s  DeScription  of  Ireland,  prefixed  to  Hollingfhed’s  Chronicle.  Camdeni  Hiber» 
nia.  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  part  iii.  book  iii.  chap.  5. 

b  Sir  W.  Monfon’s  Naval  Trafts,  book  v.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p,  113.  An 
EfTay  on  Trade  in  general,  and  on  that  of  Ireland  in  particular. 

c  Sir  William  Petty’s  Political  Anatomy  of  Ireland.  Gee’s  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great 
Britain  confidered,  chap.'  xxviii.  An  EfTay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  by  A.  D. 
Efq;  Dublin,  1729,  8°. 

d  See  what  has  been  before  advanced  upon  this  Subjeft,  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  • 
p.  126,  127.. 
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leaft  Sufpicion  of  their  debiting  to  purfue  the  fame  Methods  by  which  fuch 
fortunate  Changes  have  been  already  wrought,  till  they  have  attained  the  higheft 
Degree  of  Perfedtion,  more  efpecially  as  every  Difficulty  they  have  overcome, 
every  Advantage  they  have  acquired,  every  great  Defign  they  have  accom- 
plifhed,  has  not  only  ferved  to  (hew  them  that  Improvements  of  all  Kinds 
are  pradticable,  but  alfo  leffiened  the  Number  of  Obftacles,  and  at  the  lame 
time  augmented  the  Means  of  doing  what  is  yet  left  to  be  done,  with  far  lefs 
Labour,  than  would  have  been  neceflary  at  the  Beginning  e. 

But  to  come  to  the  prefent  Point. 

The  natural  Hiftorianof  Ireland  has  very  juftly  obferved,  that  few  Coun¬ 
tries  abound  more  with  Springs  or  running  Streams  f ;  for,  exclulive  of  fuch 
Brooks  as  have  their  Sources  on  the  Sides  of  Hills,  or  from  Fountains  on  Plains, 
of  which  there  are  many,  there  are  others  that  run  out  of  Bogs,  and  more 
that  iflue  from  Lakes,  which  are  not  only  very  ferviceable  in  domeftic  Ufes, 
and  for  all  the  Purpofes  of  Hulbandry,  but  are  likewife  fo  ealily  adapted  to  Ma¬ 
chines,  that  Windmills  are  very  rarely  met  with  in  this  Country.  But  in 
refpedt  to  the  Rivulets  that  roll  down  from  the  Hills,  they  are  more  fubjedt 
here,  than  in  many  other  Places,  to  overflow  upon  fudden  Rains,  and  to  fwell 
in  a  very  ffiort  Space  of  Time,  from  very  fmall  Rills,  to  deep  and  dangerous 
Torrents  g.  The  Rivers  of  Ireland  alfo  are  very  numerous,  though  there  are 
not  many  of  them  that  fall  within  the  Defign  of  this  Chapter  ;  for  though 
there  are  feveral  very  conflderable  in  point  of  Size,  not  a  few  that  run  a  pretty 
long  Courfe,  and  fome  capable  of  bearing  Boats  of  a  good  Size  many  Miles  above 
their  Fall  into  the  Sea;  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  Rivers  navigable  in 
a  like  Senfe  with  the  Trent,  the  Severn,  and  the  Thames,  are  not  to  be  found 
in  this  Ifland  K  It  is  not,  however,  impoffible,  that  Pofterity  may  fall  into 
fome  Doubts  as  to  this  Fadt,  if  the  Spirit  now  prevailing  fhould  continue  and 
adt  vigoroufly,  flnce  there  is  nothing  hinders  the  large  Rivers  in  Ireland  from 
being  made  navigable,  in  the  moft  extenflve  Senfe;  that  Labour,  Attention,  and 
Expence,  may  not  remove.  For  fome  of  thefe  Rivers,  that  through  a  great 
Part  of  their  Paflage  are  deep  enough  for  that  Purpofe,  are  fo  fhallow  in  others, 
as  in  that  refpedt  to  be  ufelefs ;  which  having  ril'en  from  the  breaking  down 
their  Banks  to  render  them  fordable  for  Travellers,  without  being  at  the  Charge 
of  Bridges,  may  be  eafily  reftored  by  repairing  and  Arengthemng  the  Banks, 
fo  as  to  confine  the  Stream ;  building  Bridges  where  it  is  necelfary  h  Weres, 
Wears,  or  Wiers,  are  another  Kind  of  artificial  Incumbrances,  by  which  many 

c  See  the  Authors  that  are  refered  to  in  the  Place  laft  cited. 

f  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  by  Dodlor  Gerard  Boate,  chap.  vii. 

£  To  this  Inconvenience,  when  the  Ifland  was  more  thinly  peopled,  the  Bogs  and  Lakes  both 
.might  be  in  fome  meafure  owing. 

h  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  26. 

1  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  by  Do&or  Gerard  Boate,  chap,  viii. 
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of  their  Rivers  have  been  fpoiled.  Thefe  are  very  large  Stones  fixed  in  a 
hoping  Direction  crofs  the  Stream,  either  for  the  fake  of  catching  Fifh,  cr 
with  a  View  to  divert  Part  of  its  Waters  into  Cuts  that  ferve  Mills,  both  of 
which  might  be  Objects  of  fome  Confequence,  before  the  Benefits  arifing  from 
inland  Navigation  came  to  be  known,  and  which  will  certainly  ceafe  to  be 
looked  upon  in  that  Light,  whenever  thofe  Benefits  come  to  be  generally  and 
thoroughly  underftood.  The  laid  is  a  natural  Impediment,  and  therefore  not 
fo  eafy  to  be  dealt  with.  It  arifes  from  one  or  more  Rocks  running  crofs  the 
Beds  of  their  Rivers,  by  which  Cataradts  are  formed,  and  a  Stop  thereby  put  to 
their  Navigation  k  j  but  even  for  thefe  natural  Defeats  Art  has  invented  various 
Remedies.  In  fome  Cafes  they  may  be  pierced,  in  others  they  may  be  blown 
up  ;  and  where  neither  of  thefe  Methods  are  practicable,  we  know,  from 
Examples  in  many  other  Countries,  that  the  Danger  arifing  from  them  may  be 
avoided  by  the  Help  of  Machines  h  Some  of  their  Rivers  are  only  fubjeCt  to 
the  firft  of  thefe  Inconveniencies  ;  others  are  not  only  fpoiled  by  Fords,  but 
embarraffed  by  Wears ;  and  there  are  fome  Rivers  that  are  fubjeCt  to  all 
three  m.  There  are,  notwithftanding,  feveral  flrong  and  deep  enough  to  afford 
good  Ports  at  their  Mouths,  and,  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Tide,  to  be  navigable 
even  by  Veflels  of  confiderable  Burthen,  for  many  Miles  into  the  Country  f 
and  of  thefe  it  is  our  prefent  Bufinefs  to  enumerate  the  mod  remarkable,  and 
to  point  out  the  Advantages  that  are,  or  may  be,  derived  from  them. 

The  firft  we  fhall  mention,  is  that  in  the  County  of  Cork,  which  Spenfer 
has  rendered  immortal  by  his  fuccinCt  and  ftriking  Defcription  n.  “  The 
pleafant  Bandon  crown’d  with  many  a  W ood.”  This  River  was  anciently 
named  Glafheen,  and  rifes  in  the  Mountains  of  Carbery  ;  paffing  by  Dun- 
manway,  it  there  receives  a  fecond  Branch,  and  runs  Eafterly  through  a  Bog, 
having  its  Chanel  divided,  and  then  arrives  at  Inifkeen.  Before  it  reaches  the 
Town  of  Bandon,  it  flows  through  an  elegant  Park ;  and  then  traverfing  that 
large  and  well  built  Town,  and  paffing  under  the  Bridge,  it  winds  North-Eafl 
to  Innifhannon,  where  is  alfo  another  Stone  Bridge  over  it,  and  becomes  navi¬ 
gable  a  little  below  the  lafl-mentioned  Place.  Hence  it  winds  in  feveral  beau¬ 
tiful  Reaches  South-Eafl:  to  Kinfale.  In  its  Progrefs  it  receives  feveral  Streams 
on  both  Sides ;  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  is  that  called  Mugin,  which  rifes 
in  the  Parifh  of  Knockavilly  in  Mufkery,  and  falls  into  the  Bandon  above  Inni¬ 
fhannon,  at  Lifabroder,  dividing  the  Baronies  of  Kinalmeaky  from  Kerrycur- 
rihy  The  Town  of  Kinfale,  which  owes  its  Importance  entirely  to  the 
Fall  of  this  River,  is  of  great  Antiquity,  being  incorporated  by  Charter  in  the 

k  By  this  the  Navigation  of  the  Band  and  the  Shannon  are  obftrufted,  to  the  inexpreffible  Pre¬ 
judice  of  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Ifland. 

1  Traite  des  Moyens  de  rendre  les  Rivieres  navigables,  Paris  1 693.  8\  chap.  v. 

m  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  by  Doftor  Gerard  Boate,  chap.  viii.  §.  7.  8. 

n  Fairy  Queen,  book  iv.  canto  1 1 .  ftanza  44. 

0  Smith’s  Ancient  and  Prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  hi.  p.  263,  264. 
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Reign  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  which  was  renewed  and  confirmed  by  EcL" 
ward  the  Fourth  j  and  in  both,  fuch  Privileges  are  beftoweu,  as  in  effect  render 
it  in  fome  degree  a  Republic,  which,  in  the  State  that  Things  then  flood  in 
Ireland,  was  neceffary  to  its  Safety  and  Subfiflence  p.  In  the  Reign  of  Hemy 
the  Eighth  they  had  a  large  Standard,  embroidered  with  the  Arms  of  England, 
bellowed  upon  them  by  that  Monarch.  Towards  the  Clofe  of  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  Reign  their  Charter  was  forfeited,  on  account  of  the  Spaniards  landing 
there  ;  but  after  the  Reduction  of  the  Place  it  was  reflored  q.  In  the  two  fuc- 
ceeding  Reigns  they  received  confiderable  Marks  of  Royal  Munificence. 
In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  the  then  Earl  of  Orrery,  in  1670, 
began  a  regular  Fort,  to  which  the  Duke  of  Ormond  gave  the  Name  of  Charles 
Fort,  the  finiihing  of  which  coll  upwards  of  feventy  thoufand  Pounds  r.  It 
Hands  at  fome  Diflance  from  the  Town,  is  a  very  neat  and  flrong  Place,  com¬ 
manding  the  Harbour  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Ships  mull  pafs  within  Piflol- 
ihot,  and  having  in  it  at  all  Times,  by  way  of  Garrifon,  a  Regiment  of  Foot s. 
The  old  Fort  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River  Bandon,  upon  the  building  of 
this,  was  turned  into  a  Block-Houfe.  The  laft  Charter  granted  to  the  Town 
was  by  King  James  the  Second  t.  After  the  Revolution,  when  King  James  II. 
came  over  from  France  into  Ireland,  he  landed  at  this  Port,  March  12,  1688  u. 
But  in  the  Autumn,  1690,  it  was  reduced  by  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  who 
took  the  old  Fort  by  Storm,  the  Irifh  Governor  being  killed  in  the  Breach. 
•Charles  Fort  afterwards  furrendered,  and  the  Town  fell  of  courfe,  being  not 
capable  of  much  Defence  w. 

Kinsale  is  built  under  Compafs  Hill,  and  extends  about  an  English  Mile. 
The  Situation  is  very  fingular,  the  chief  Street  running  as  it  were  round  the 
Hill,  with  others  above  it,  communicating  by  fleep  flippery  Lanes.  The  Houfes 
are  built  after  the  old  Manner,  with  large  Balcony  Windows,  which  in  the 
upper  Part  of  the  Town  afford  them  a  very  fine  Profpeft.  They  have  like- 
wile  very  pleafant  Walks  and  Outlets ;  and  on  the  oppofite  Shore  there  are 
two  well-built  Villages,  Cove  and  Scilly  In  the  Town  and  Liberties  are  fix 

p  By  this  Charter  the  Burgefles  were  allowed  to  chufe  their  chief  Magiflrate,  who  was  to  be 
fliled  Sovereign,  to  treat  with  and  reform  the  rude  Irifh,  as  alfo  to  make  War  or  Peace  with  them, 
fo  as  it  was  r.oi  prejudicial  to  the  general  Interefl  of  the  Kingdom. 

s  Pacata  Hibernia,  p.  232.  Sir  Richard  Cox’s  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  vol.  i.  p.  446.  Smith’s 
ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  p.  223. 

r  H.  R’s  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  p.  14,  annexed  to  Cox’s  Hiflory. 
Morris’s  Life  of  R.  Earl  of  Orrery,  p.  45.  Carte’s  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  vol.  ii.  p.  472. 

s  See  the  Article  of  Kinfale  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25. 
Military  Eflablifhment  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland. 

1  This  Charter  was  dated  February  25,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  regiflered  May  4, 
jE688.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  226. 

u  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  p.  20.  Memoires  tie  la  derniere  Revolution 
d’Angleterre,  tom.  ii.  p.  189.  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiflorian,  vol.  i.  p.  389. 

w  Story’s  Hiflory  of  the  War  in  Ireland,  p.  144.  Life  of  King  William,  p.  284,  285. 

*  .Adas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25. 
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Parifhes,  thirty-three  Plowlands,  and  therein  fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  forty- 
fix  Acres  y.  The  Harbour  is  very  commodious,  and  perfectly  fecure ;  fo  large, 
that  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  Smyrna  Fleets  have  anchored  therein  at  the  fame 
time  z.  There  is  a  Dock  and  Yard  for  repairing  Ships  of  War,  and  a  Crane 
and  Gun-Wharf  for  landing  and  Shipping  heavy  Artillery,  with  a  Hulk  in 
Time  of  War,  for  laying  down  and  careening  Ships  of  great  Size,  with  the  pro¬ 
per  Eftablifhment  of  a  royal  .Yard,  the  more  remarkable,  as  this  is  hitherto  the 
only  one  in  the  Ifland  a.  In  Time  of  War  it  is  exceedingly  frequented,  home¬ 
ward  and  outward-bound  Eaft  India  and  Weft  India  Fleets  often  putting  in 
here,  as  well  as  the  largeft  Squadrons  of  the  royal  Navy.  On  this  Account  it 
is  provided  in  their  Leafes,  that  the  Inhabitants  fhall  pay  double  Rent  in  fuch  a 
Seafon.  As  a  Place  of  Trade  it  has  a  Cuftom-Houfe,  with  a  proper  Provif  on 
of  Officers,  and  fome  rich  Merchants,  who  trade  to  France,  Holland,  Flanders, 
and  moft  of  the  Plantations  in  America ;  but  lying  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Cork,  its  Commerce  is  very  far  from  being  confiderable  b. 

The  River  Lee,  fliled  anciently  Luvius,  though  Camden  thinks  it  the 
Daurona  of  Ptolomy  c,  rifes  out  of  a  Lake  in  the  Weft  of  Mufkery,  called 
Gaugane  Barra ;  and  running  with  a  fmall  Stream  and  gentle  Current  by  feve- 
ral  high  Mountains,  fwelling  gradually  from  the  Acceffion  of  many  Rills,  at 
length  expands  itfelf  in  Lough  Allua  ;  and  being  much  contracted  at  its  Exit 
from  thence,  runs  very  brifldy  to  Inchigreelagh,  where  there  is  now  a  Stone 
Bridge  over  it d.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark  here,  that  this  is  a  clear  Inftance 
of  one  of  the  Emendations  that  have  been  already  propofed  e  •  for  here  there 
was  anciently  a  Ford  by  breaking  down  the  Banks  of  the  River,  and  it  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  very  ftrong  Pafs ;  but  now  the  Bank  is  repaired,  and  the  Lofs  of 
the  Ford  fupplied  by  a  good  Bridge,  the  River  paffing  under  five  more  before  it 
arrives  at  Cork,  where  there  are  two  Bridges  upon  it.  In  its  whole  Courfe  it 
may  run  about  twenty-fix  Irifh  Miles  :  And  as  in  this  Courfe  it  receives  many 
Rivulets,  and  fome  pretty  large  Rivers,  both  from  the  North  and  South,  it 

y  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  p.  225. 
z  In  July,  A.  D.  1673,  f°rty  Eaft  India  Company  Ships,  and  forty  Me  chant-men,  were  there 
together.  In  1 677  Sir  Jeremy  Smith,  with  an  Engiilh  Squadron  ot  ivien  of  War.  In  1691,  the 
Fleets  mentioned  in  the  Text. 

a  This  Improvement  is  but  modern,  in  confequence  of  repeated  Suggeftions  of  its  Utility,  and 
it  is  hoped  will  be  confidered  as  a  Precedent  in  Time  to  come. 

b  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25.  Smith’s 
ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  i.  p.  223— — 235. 

c  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  739.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Brita.nnicarum,  p.  99,  ioo. 
Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol,  ii.  p.  153,  1 54. 

d  Spencer’s  Fairy  Queen,  book  iv.  canto  11.  ftanza  44.  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  by  Doctor 
Gerrard  Boate,  chap.  ii.  §.  10.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii. 

c  The  ancient  inhabitants  were  not  to  be  blamed  for  making  Fords,  and  eftablifhing  ftrong 
Pafles.  Thefe  were  right  enough,  upon  their  Syftem,  which  confidered  the  Country  merely  as  a 
Theatre  of  War,  which  in  a  greater  'or  lefs  Degree  fublifted  continually.  But  are  utterly  repug¬ 
nant  to  Notions  we  recommend  of  univerfal  Quiet,  inland  Trade,  and  the  Cultivation  of  the 
whole  Ifland,  under  a  mild  and  well  regulated  Government. 

Vol.  I.  I  i 
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becomes  a  broad,  flrong,  and  deep,  Stream,  which  however  is  not  navigable 
any  higher  than  Cork,  on  account  of  the  Wears  already  mentioned,  which  are 
a  prodigious  Detriment  to  this  flately  River,  that  might  otherwife  admit,  for 
upwards  of  ten  Irifh  Miles,  VefTels  of  a  pretty  large  Size  f  But,  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability,  the  Time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  the  great  Importance  of  freeing 
their  Rivers  from  fuch  Incumbrances,  will  become  equally  a  Point  of  private 
Oeconomy,  and  an  Objedl  of  public  Attention.  The  Lee  being  joined  by  the 
River  Glanmire,  a  little  below  Cork,  diffufes  itfelf  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to 
form  a  lpacious  and  moil  commodious  Haven,  falling  at  length  into  the  Sea 
about  fifteen  Miles  below  that  City  g.  The  largeft  VefTels  come  to  a  Place 
called  Paffage,  which  is  within  fix  Miles  of  the  City,  to  which  their  Cargoes 
are  brought  in  Barges  that  carry  about  thirty  Tons  ;  but,  notwithflanding  this* 
VefTels  of  confiderable  Burthen  may  proceed  to  the  City  in  great  Safety,  and  be 
delivered  at  the  very  Quays  In 

Cork  is  an  ancient  and  famous  City,  a  Bifhop’s  See,  a  County  Town,  a 
Town  and  County  of  itfelf,  a  Garrifon,  and  a  Sea  Port.  It  was  built,  or  to 
Tpeak  more  precifely,  was  walled  and  fortified,  by  the  Danes,  in  the  ninth  Cen¬ 
tury  b  It  hands,  at  leaf!  the  greateft  Part  of  it,  on  a  marfliy  Ifland,  furrounded 
by  the  River  Lee,  that  all'o  runs  through  the  City,  which  is  divided  in  feve- 
ral  Places  by  Canals.  Some  have  thought  the  Air  on  this  Account  very  moiffc 
and  unwholfome ;  and  Tome  have  likewife  complained  of  the  Water  as  none 
of  the  pureft.  But  Experience,  and  the  Comparifon  of  the  Bills  of  Mortality* 
fhe  w,  that  in  reality  the  City  is  far  from  being  unhealthy,  which,  with  much 
Probability,  is  attributed  to  the  Influx  of  the  Tide,  by  which  the  Stagnation  of 
the  Air  is  certainly  prevented  k.  The  firflt  Charter  of  Cork  was  bellowed 
by  King  Henry  the  Third,  ratified  afterwards  by  King  Edward  the  Firft* 
Edward  the  Second,  and  Edward  the  Third.  Edward  the  Fourth  granted  a  new 
Charter  j  and  the  City  received  many  Favours  from  the  fucceeding  Monarchs- 
King  James  the  Firft  gave  the  Citizens  a  new  and  ample  Charter  ;  and 
King  Charles  the  Firfl,  what  is  called  the  Great  Charter,  by  which,  among 
others,  that  Claufe  in  King  James’s  Charter  is  confirmed  and  enforced,  by 
which  it  is  made  a  County  of  itfelf  k  Though  a  Garrifon,  it  was  never  a 

f  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25.  Smith’s  ancient 
and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  ii.  p.  2 57. 

6  When  we  confider  how  late  the  Value  of  the  Ports  in  this  Ifland  has  been  u nder flood, .  we 
lhall  wonder  the  lefs  at  the  Negleff  of  their  Rivers. 

h  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  by  Doctor  Gerard  Boate,  chap.  ii.  §.  2.  p.  23.  Atlas  Maritimus  et 
Commercialis,  p.  25.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii. 

1  There  is  Rill,  or  was  within  thefe  few  Years,  an  ancient  Steeple  flanding  in  the  Churchyard  of 
the  Cathedral,  fuppofed  to  be  built  by  the  Ooflmen  or  Danes  of  Cork,  and  to  have  ferved  origi¬ 
nally  as  a  Watch-tower.  See  the  ingenious  Mr.  Harris’s  Edition  of  <Sir  James  Ware’s  Works, 
vol.  i.  p.  555. 

k  Doftor  Rogers’  Eflay  on  the  Difeafes  of  Cork,  p.  36,  37.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State 
of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.i.  p.  376,  377. 

1  The  firA  Charter  of  this  City  being  granted  A.  D.  1242,  it  appears  that  this  Corporation  is 
upwards  of  five  hundred  Years  Aanding. 


Place 
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Place  of  much  Strength,  as  appeared  at  the  Revolution,  when,  after  a  fhort 
Difpute,  it  was  reduced  by  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  the  Troops  that  were 
then  in  it,  to  the  Number  of  between  four  and  five  thoufand  Men,  made  Pri- 
foners  of  War  m.  The  laffc  royal  Charter  was  granted  in  1735,  by  which  all 
the  Aldermen  who  had  pafled  the  Chair,  were  impowered  to  adt  as  Jufiiees  of 
the  Peace  n.  In  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  not  only  inferior  to 
Dublin,  but  alfo  to  Waterford  and  Limerick  9  ;  whereas  it  is  now  indilputablv 
the  fecond  City  in  the  Kingdom,  being  enlarged  two  Thirds  within  thefe  laft: 
fifty  Years.  According  to  a  moderate  Computation,  the  Number  of  its  pre- 
fent  Inhabitants  is  about  fixty  thoufand  p.  Befides  a  ftately  Cathedral,  built 
from  the  Foundation,  between  1725  and  1735,  by  the  Produce  of  a  Duty 
upon  Coals,  it  is  adorned  with  many  handfome  Parifh  Churches.  It  has  alfo 
an  elegant  Exchange  for  the  Merchants,  a  new  and  beautiful  Cuftom-Houfe, 
a  Town-Hall,  feveral  fine  Hofpitals,  and  various  other  public  Stru&ures  s.  The 
City  poffefles  an  annual  Revenue  of  about  thirteen  hundred  Pounds,  out  of 
which  the  Mayor  enjoys  for  his  Salary  and  the  Support  of  his  Dignity,  about 
five  hundred.  The  Inhabitants  in  general  are  adtive  and  indufirious  5  they  have 
various  Manufactures,  and  a  great  inland  Trade,  more  efpecially  for  live  Cat¬ 
tle,  as  clearly  appears  from  that  Branch  of  the  City  Revenue  which  is  called 
Gateage,  every  Bead;  that  enters  the  Gates  paying  no  more  than  one  Penny  per 
Head,  and  which  amounts  neverthelefs,  one  Year  with  another,  to  fix  hundred 
Pounds  r.  Cork  differs  from  Kinfale  in  this,  that  it  fufFers  remarkably  in  a 
Time  of  War,  and  is  continually  improving  in  a  Time  of  Peace ;  notwithstand¬ 
ing  that  it  is  fometimes  expofed,  among  other  leffer  Inconveniencies  arifing 
from  its  Situation,  to  confiderable  Loffes  by  Inundations  s. 

The  Wealth  and  Grandeur  of  Cork  arifes  from  its  capacious  and  commo¬ 
dious  Haven,  where  almoft:  any  Number  of  Ships  may  lie  with  Eafe  and 
Safety  f.  According  to  fome  Accounts,  when  there  has  been  no  War,  twelve 
hundred  Vefiels  have  reforted  hither  in  a  Year.  Ships  from  England,  bound  to 
all  Parts  of  the  Weft:  Indies,  take  in  here  a  great  Part  of  their  Provifions ;  and 
on  the  fame  Account  the  Haven  of  Cork  is  vifited  by  thofe  alfo  of  moft:  other 

in  In  the  Month  of  September,  1690,  . as  appears  by  Sir  Richard  Cox’s  MS.  Narration,  cited  by 
Mr.  Smith  in  his  Hiftory  of  Cork,  vol.  ii.  p.  204. 

n  Prefent  State  of  Ireland. 

0  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  739.  Stanihurft  de  rebus  Hibernicis,  cap.  iii.  Description  of  Ireland 
prefixed  to  Hollingfhed’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  25. 

P  As  I  have  been  informed  by  Perfons  who  took  great  Pains  to  inquire,  and  which  correfponds 
alfo  with  Mr.  Smith’s  Account. 

<1  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  i.  p.  401 — 409. 

r  This  fhews  the  Utility  of  fmall  Taxes  difcreetly  impofed,  which  ferve  at  once  toraife  a  Reve¬ 
nue,  and  to  furnifh  a  political  Regifler. 

5  The  laft,  and  the  higheft  that  has  happened  in  the  Memory  of  Man,  was  on  January  28  and 

29,  17  $o. 

1  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  ii.  p.  285 — 287. 

I  ]  2  Nations. 
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Nations  u.  The  flaughtering  Seafon  continues  from  the  Month  of  Auguft  to  the 
latter  End  of  January,  in  which  Space  it  has  been  computed,  that  they  kill  and 
cure  feldom  fewer  than  one  hundred  thoufand  Head  of  Black  Cattle  w.  The 
reft  of  their  Exports  confift  of  Butter,  Candles,  Hides  raw  and  tanned,  Linnen 
Cloth,  Pork,  Calves,  Lambs,  and  Rabbit-fkins,  Tallow,  Wool  for  England, 
Linnen  and  Woollen  Yarn,  and  Worfted;  the  whole  to  a  very  large  Amount x. 
The  Merchants  of  Cork  carry  on  a  very  extenftve  Trade  to  almoft  all  Parts  of 
the  known  World,  are  very  induftrious  and  expert,  fo  that  their  Commerce  is 
annually  increaftng  y.  The  Produce  of  the  Cuftoms,  fome  Years  ftnce,  exceeded 
fixty  thoufand  Pounds ;  and  the  Number  of  Ships  that  they  employ,  is  very 
near  double  to  what  it  was  five-and-twenty  Years  paft  * .  The  only  thing 
that  feemed  to  be  wanting  to  the  Security  of  the  Port  of  Cork,  was  fupplied 
in  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield’s  memorable  Adminiftration,  by  building  a  Fort  on 
the  great  Ifland  to  command  the  Entrance  of  the  Haven. 

The  Head  of  the  Black  or  Broadwater,  called  by  the  Natives  Avonmore,. 
and,  notwithftanding  Camden’s  Opinion,  moft  probably  Ptolemy’s  Daurona a,  is 
in  a  fwampy  Bog,  near  Caftle  Ifland  in  Kerry,  from  whence  it  runs  toBlackwater 
Bridge,  being  ftill  but  a  fmall  Stream ;  proceeding  forward  about  fix  Miles 
farther  to  Cullin,  thence  to  Ballydawly,  Drifhane,  and  fo  Eafterly  to  Mallow, 
where  there  is  a  fair  Stone  Bridge  over  it,  and  then  rolls  forward  to  Fermoy,. 
where  it  has  a  fecond  Bridge ;  and  thus  purfuing  a  Courfe  due  Eafterly  till  it 
enters  the  County  of  Waterford ;  pafling  by  Lilfnore,  at  prcfent  only  a  plea- 
fant  Village,  formerly  a  great  City,  adorned  not  only  with  an  Univerfity,  but  a 
Cathedral  alfo,  and  twenty  other  Churches,  of  which  there  are  fcarce  now  fo 
much  as  the  Ruins  L  Thence  having  run  in  the  whole  near  fifty  Miles  due 
Eaft,  it  comes  to  Cappoquin,  a  pleafant  and  very  thriving  Town,  where  there  is 
a  Bridge  over  it ;  and  there  making  an  Angle,  it  turns  to  the  South,  proceeding 
in  a  pretty  ftrait  Courfe  ten  Miles  farther,  till  it  falls  into  the  Sea  at  Youghall  c. 
The  Blackwater  is  now  navigable  no  higher  than  Cappoquin,  by  Velfels  of 
any  tolerable  Burthen ;  but  we  learn  from  the  Writings  of  a  noble  Author, 
that  it  was  formerly  navigable,  at  leaft  by  Boats  of  an  ordinary  Size,  as  high  as 
Mallow  d,  which  is  forty  Miles  from  its  Mouth.  The  Bed  of  the  River,  it 

u  Atlas  Mantimus  et  Commercials,  p.  25.  EfTay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland, 
p.  19.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland. 

w  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  i.  p.  41 1. 

x  As  appears  from  Extratts  made  from  their  Cuftom-Houfe  Books  for  many  Years. 

y  Prefent  State  of  Ireland. 

a  As  I  have  collected  from  Informations  that  may  be  depended  upon.. 

a  Claudii  Ptolemaei  Geograph.  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  739-  Baxter!.  GIoITa- 
rium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  99. 

b  Uflerii  Antiquitat.  Britan,  p.  471.  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  **40.  Sir  James  Ware’s  Works, 
vol.  i.  p.  547. 

c  Smith’s  Natural  and  Civil  Hiltory  of  Waterford,  p.  58.  Spenfer’s  Fairy  Queen,  book  iv. 
«anto.  1 1.  ftanza  42.  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  viii.  §.  Z. 

*  Earl  of  Orrery’s  Letters,  pk  134. 

feems^ 
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feems,  has  rifen  fo,  that  it  overflows  and  fpoils  great  Quantities  of  Meadow 
Land  on  both  Sides  ej  there  are  befides  Salmon  Wears,  and  other  Impedi¬ 
ments,  but  none  which  might  not  be  removed,  and  the  River  reftored  to  its 
former  Utility,  with  a  very  reafonable  Proportion  of  Labour  and  Expence ; 
which,  confidering  how  much  Things  are  changed  in  that  Country,  and  how 
beneficial  this  would  be  to  the  Landholders  and  Inhabitants  in  general,  we 
have  juft  Grounds  very  lpeedily  to  expeCt  ft 

Youghall  was  incorporated  by  King  Edward  the  Fourth,  and  inverted 
with  great  Privileges,  which  were  confirmed  and  augmented  by  fucceeding 
Monarchs j  notwithftanding  which  it  would  probably  have  funk  into  Decay, 
if  the  firrt  and  great  Earl  of  Cork,  to  whom  the  Province  of  Munfter  in 
general,  and  this  County  in  particular,  owe  fo  many  Obligations,  had  not 
interpofed,  preferved,  and  reftored  it  g.  At  prefent  it  is  about  a  Mile  in 
Length,  fituated  on  the  Side  of  a  Hill,  the  lower  Part  of  which  is  laid  out 
into  pleafant  Gardens.  Towards  the  Sea  the  Town  is  defended  by  a  fmalf 
Fort,  with  a  Mole  for  the  Security  of  Shipping,  and  a  Quay  to  load  and  dis¬ 
charge  Goods,  an  Exchange  and  Cuftom-Houie  at  a  fmall  Diftarrce  b.  The 
Inhabitants  have  a  tolerable  inland  Trade;  and  a  Manufacture  of  Earthen-ware,, 
lately  let  up,  in  a  thriving  Condition  h  There  is  a  Bar  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
Port,  which  makes  it  difficult,  and  fometimes  dangerous ;  but  Ships,  when 
they  are  once  in,  lie  very  fafely,  and  it  is  equally  convenient  and  capacious  L. 
With  thefe  Advantages,  and  that  of  a  navigable  River,  capable  of  many  Im¬ 
provements,  it  has  been  wondered  that  Youghall,  fo  much  the  Care  of  the 
wife  and  provident  Nobleman  before-mentioned,  who,  underftood  Situations 
the  beft  of  any  Man  of  his  Age,  has  not  made  a  much  greater  Figure,  more 
efpecially  as  in  diftant  Times  it  was  a  kind  of  Rival  to  Cork  h  But  the  Growth 
of  that  City  very  poffibly  occafioned  the  Decay  of  this  Place,  which  is  how¬ 
ever,  at  prefent  reviving,  and  its  Commerce  has  increafed  pretty  confiderably 
within  thefe  few  Years ;  and,  in  all  Probability,  when  Manufactures  are  fet 
up  in  the  Towns  upon  the  Black  water,  which  will  of  courfe  bring  the  Coun¬ 
try  more  into  Cultivation,  this  Town  and  Port  will  feel  the  good  EffeCts  of 

e  Smith’s  Natural  and' Civil  Hiftory  of  Waterford,  p..  236. 

f  There  is  hardly  any  Country  fo  improveable  as  Ireland,  where  Improvements  are  more-eafly 
made,  or  where  fo  few  Attempts  to  improve  have  mifcarried. 

g  The  Charter  of  Incorporation,  granted  at  the  Requeft  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Defmond,  bore 
Date  A.  D.  1462. 

h  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  2.5.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland.  Smith's  ancient  and' 
prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol..  i.  p.  126. 

1  It  is  fuprifing  that  more  Manufa&ures  of  this  Kind  are  not  fet  up,  ftnce  there  is  fcarce  a; 
County  which  does  not  abound  with  Earths  of  different  Kinds,  exceedingly  fit  for  Potteries); 
every  Sort. 

k  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  by  Do<ftor  Gerard  Boate,  chap.  iii.  §.  6..  Smith’s  ancient  and  pre¬ 
fent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  ii.  p.  284. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  739.  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  iii.  p^  157..  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,, 
chap.  iii.  §.  6* 
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them,  fince  to  balance  the  Difficulty  in  its  Entrance  ;  outward-bound  Ships  are 
no  fooner  under  Sail  then  they  find  themfelves  in  the  open  Sea,  and  at 
Liberty  to  profecute  their  Voyage  with  the  fame  Wind  m.  It  may  not  be  amifs 
to  obferve  here,  that  in  the  Gardens  belonging  to  this  Place,  the  Potatoe  was 
firfi:  planted  n.  This  Improvement  is  afcribed  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  with 
much  Probability,  for  this  was  a  Part  of  that  Eftate,  which  he  fold  to  the  Earl 
of  Cork  °.  It  feems,  however,  that  no  proper  Inftru&ions  were  given  to  the 
Perfon  who  cultivaetd  it,  fince,  upon  its  coming  up  and  growing  pretty  high,  he 
attempted  to  eat  the  Apple,  which  he  took  to  be  the  Fruit  of  the  Plant.  But 
finding  it  unpleafant,  confidered  his  Pains  as  loft,  and  utterly  negledted  it.  At 
fome  Diftance  of  Time,  when  they  came  to  turn  up  the  Earth,  they  found  the 
Roots  fpread  to  a  great  Diftance,  and  increafed  into  great  Quantities ;  and  from 
hence  the  whole  Kingdom  was  gradually  furniffied  p. 

The  se  three  Rivers  are  all  in  the  County  of  Cork,  and  Province  of  Mun- 
fter,  running  in  a  manner  parallel  to  each  other  j  the  Bandon  River  about  feven 
Miles  South  from  the  Lee,  and  the  Blackwater  fourteen  Miles  to  the  North  of 
that  River  q.  Into  each  of  thefe  fall  feveral  Streams  that  might  be  made  navi¬ 
gable,  at  leaft  for  middle-fized  Boats  j  and  from  hence  the  intelligent  Reader 
will  eafily  conceive  how  much  they  may  contribute  to  render  the  Country  fer¬ 
tile,  and  to  facilitate  all  Kinds  of  Cultivation.  In  confequence  of  this,  if  Manu¬ 
factures  were  introduced  into  the  Towns  that  ftand  on  the  Sides  of  thefe  Rivers, 
where  Labour  might  be  as  reafonable,  and  yet  the  People  live  as  well  as  in 
any  Country  in  Europe,  there  is  nothing  could  hinder  their  becoming  extremely 
populous  j  and,  through  the  Advantages  refulting  from  an  eafy  and  cheap 
Communication  with  each  other,  their  Goods  come  on  the  loweft  Terms  to 
Market  r.  We  may  with  the  more  Probability  expedt  this,  from  the  Conve- 
niency  of  three  fuch  Ports  as  lie  at  the  Mouths  of  thefe  Rivers,  more  elpe- 
cially  when  we  reflect  that,  notwithftanding  the  little  Care  taken  of  the  inland 

m  This  Facility  of  putting  to  Sea  is  of  prodigious  Confequence  to  a  Harbour  to  which  Ships 
of  all  Nations  refort  chiefly  for  Proviflons. 

n  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  vol.  i.  p.  128.  Ben. 
Johnfon  in  the  fecond  A<rt  of  Every  Man  out  of  his  Humour,  mentions  Potatoes  as  but  lately 
introduced.  Houghton’s  Collections  for  the  Improvement  of  Hulbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  ii. 
p.  468. 

0  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  ii.  p.  5.  Budgell’s  Memoirs  of  the  Family  of  the  Boyles,  p.  13,  18, 
19.  Oldys’s  Life  of  Sir  W.  Ralegh,  p.  147. 

p  Authors  differ  exceedingly  as  to  the  Nature  and  the  Country  from  whence  Potatoes  came. 
Mr.  Switzer  calls  it  Sifarum  Peruvianum,  i.  e.  the  Skirret  of  Peru.  Doftor  Hill  affirms,  in  his 
Hiftory  of  Plants,  that  it  is  a  Solanum ;  and  a  Gentleman  of  great  Knowledge,  Learning,  and  Can¬ 
dour,  for  whofe  Opinion  I  have  the  higheft  Deference,  thinks  it  a  Native  of  Mexico. 

s  The  judicious  Pvcader,  by  carting  his  Eye  on  the  large  Map  of  Ireland,  or  any  particular  Map 
of  the  Province  of  Munrter,  or  County  of  Cork,  will  fee  this  in  a  ftronger  Light  than  Words  can 
place  it. 

r  Seafonable  Remarks  on  Trade,  with  fome  Reflections  on  the  Advantages  that  might  accrue  to 
Great  Britain,  by  a  proper  Regulation  of  the  Trade  of  Ireland,  p.  24. 

3  Navigation, 
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Navigation,  the  Commerce  of  thofe  Ports  is  furprifingly  increafed,  the  very 
fmalleft  of  them  having,  at  this  Time,  many  more  feafaring  People  than  were 
in  them  all  taken  together,  a  little  after  the  Revolution  s ;  when,  whoever  had 
predicted  that  Cork  in  half  a  Century  would  have  been,  what  in  that  Space  it 
really  became,  muft  have  been  flighted  as  a  Politician,  and  laughed  at  as  a 
Prophet. 

In  order  to  explain  this  Matter  more  clearly,  we  will  proceed  into  the  next 
County,  that  of  Waterford,  where  there  is  a  Port,  which  formerly  lay  under 
the  Imputation  of  being  very  unfafe,  and  has  indeed  a  rocky  Entrance ;  but  as 
Pilots  are  always  to  be  had  at  the  Mouth  of  it,  Accidents  very  feldom  happen 
in  the  prefent  Times  f.  This  Port,  which  is  called  Dungarvan  Bay,  is  of  a 
tolerable  Extent;  and  the  Town  was  an  ancient  Corporation  Into  this 
Bay  there  run  two  Rivers,  the  Colligan  on  the  North,  and  the  Bricky  on  the 
South.  The  latter,  except  when  fwelled  by  Rains,  is  but  a  fmall  Stream,  and 
yet  becomes  navigable  at  Spring  Tides  w.  The  Phinifk,  which  falls  into  the 
Blackwater,  is  a  more  conflderable  River ;  and  its  Courfe  might  be  directed  fcJ 
as  to  make  it  fall  into  the  Bricky,  which  would  not  only  render  this  laft  River 
navigable  for  feveral  Miles,  and  almofl:  as  high  as  the  Blackwater,  but  alfo,  by 
its  bringing  a  much  greater  Body  of  Water  into  the  Bay,  exceedingly  help  the 
Port  of  Dungarvan,  which,  in  other  refpedts,  is  very  well  fltuated  for  Fifh- 
ing  more  efpecially ;  and  the  Inhabitants  are  already  fo  dexterous  in  catching 
and  curing  Hake,  which  fell  as  well,  and  better  than  Cod,  at  the  Spanifli 
Market,  that  fuch  an  additional  Advantage  would  be  of  the  utmofl:  Confe- 
quence  x.  It  appears  then,  that  a  Project  of  this  fort,  prudently  undertaken,, 
purely  from  public  Spirit,  profecuted  indefatigably  upon  that  Plan,  and  with¬ 
out  glancing  at  any  private  or  particular  Intereft,  and  which  might  be  executed 
in  a  fhort  time  with  little  Trouble,  and  at  a  fmall  Expence,  would  fupply  the 
Country  with  another  navigable  River,  improve  the  Port,  and  be  of  great  Ser¬ 
vice  to  the  Town  y ;  which  is  only  one  Inflance,  out  of  many,  that  might  be 


*  Ill  the  Philofophical  Transitions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N0,  cclxi.  we  have  an  exat  Lift  of 
all  the  feafaring  Men,  including  Fifhermen,  Boatmen,  Lightermen,  &c.  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  taken  by  Captain  South  in  1697;  according  to  which  there  were  in  Cork  one  hundred 
eighty-three/  in  Kinfale,  two  hundred  twenty-five ;  and  in  Youghall,  two  hundred.  In  the  three, 
fix  hundred  and  eight. 

1  Stanihurfl’s  Defcription  of  Ireland,  chap,  iii.  Ireland’s  Natural  Hifiory,  by  Dotor  Gerard 
Boate,  chap.  iii.  §.  6. 

u  It  was  incorporated  by  an  At  of  Parliament  A.  D.  1463,  and  declared  to  be  one  of  the 
ancienteft  Honours  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  England  in  Ireland. 

w  See  the  Map  of  the  County  of  Waterford,  prefixed  to  Smith’s  Hifiory  of  that  County. 
x  The  Hake  is  a  large  Fifh,  which  is  very  much  efieemed,  when  properly  dried.  It  feems  to; 
refemble  a  Haddock,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  Cod  does  a  Whiting. 

y  Ireland’s  Natural  Hifiory,  chap.  iii.  §.  6.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii.  Smith’s  an¬ 
cient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  x.  p.  257. 
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given  of  the  great  Benefits  that  Art  may  add,  to  thofe  already  beftowed  by 
Nature,  upon  this  Ifland  *. 

The  River  Suir,  or,  as  it  is  fometimes  fpelt,  Shure,  or  Showr,  rifes  at  the 
Foot  of  BandufF  Mountains,  in  the  County  of  Tipperary,  where  alfo  rifes  the 
Nore ;  but  they  quickly  part;  and  the  Suir  taking  a  South-Weft  Courfe, 
comes  to  Clonecanny  a ;  thence  proceeding  due  South,  it  pafles  through  Thur- 
les  j  and  being  now  grown  a  confiderable,  and  very  beautiful  Stream,  there  is 
a  good  Stone  Bridge  over  its  Waters.  From  Thurles  it  rolls  on  to  Holy 
Crofs,  where  there  is  another  Bridge,  and  a  fourth  a  little  farther,  called 
Golden  Bridge  k  About  ten  Miles  beyond  this,  at  a  Place  called  Ardfinane, 
there  is  a  fifth,  and  yet  more  ftately  Bridge,  con  filling  of  feveral  Arches.  A 
little  beyond  Ardfinane,  the  River  begins  to  turn  Eaft,  leparating  thenceforward 
the  two  Counties  of  Waterford  and  Tipperary  ;  and  having  received  the  River 
Nyre,  or  Nier,  it  winds  North-Eaft  to  the  pleafant,  and  now  thriving  Place, 
that  Spenfer  juftiy  celebrated  by  the  Name  of  Sweet  Clonmell  <\  After  a  Pro- 
grefs  of  eight  Miles  more,  it  comes  to  Carrick,  having  very  handfome  Bridges 
over  it  at  both  Places.  Towards  the  North  End  of  this  laft-mentioned  Town 
there  are  ieveral  Rocks,  or,  as  fome  conceive,  the  Remains  of  an  old  Bridge, 
being  navigable  from  hence  to  Waterford,  which  lies  lower,  at  the  Diftance  of 
about  ten  or  twelve  Miles  k 

The  Barrow,  which  is  probably  the  Birgus  of  Ptolemy,  is  a  noble  River, 
and  of  a  very  long  Courfe.  It  rifes  in  the  King’s  County  j  and  running  for  a 
fhort  Space  North-Eaft,  makes  a  kind  of  Elbow ;  and  continuing  afterwards 
a  South-Eaft  Courfe,  divides  the  King’s  and  Queen’s  Counties  from  that  of 
Kildare  e.  Proceeding  next  through  the  Heart  of  the  County  of  Catherlogh, 
it  afterward  feparates  the  Counties  of  Kilkenny  and  Wexford :  Till  a  little 
before  it  reaches  the  Town  of  Rofs,  it  receives  the  River  Nore  before-men¬ 
tioned,  which  is  fometimes  written  Our ;  and  then  varying  its  Courfe  fomewhat 
to  the  Weft,  mingles  its  Waters  with  thofe  of  the  Suir,  in  making  the  right 
Arm  of  Waterford  Haven  f,  from  thence  defervedly  efteemed  one  oi  the  fineft 

z  The  Defign  of  this  Work  is  to  {hew,  that  as  there  are  many  natural  Advantages  unemployed, 
fo  new  Conveniencies  in  regard  to  Commerce  might  be,  without  Difficulty,  almoft  every-where 
contrived  for  the  fpeedy  Tranfportation  of  the  Produce  of  this  fertile  Country,  were  it  ever  fo 
populous,  or  ever  fo  highly  improved. 

a  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  740.  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ii.  §.  1.  p.  10,  11.  Prefent 
State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vji. 

b  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  viii.  p.  233. 

c  Fairy  Queen,  book  iv.  canto  1 1 .  flanza  43. 

d  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  740.  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  iii.  book.  3.  chap.  v.  p.  157.  Prefent 
State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii. 

e  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  744.  Spencer’s  Fair}  Queen.  Baxteri  GlofTarium  Antiquitatum  Bri- 
tannicarum,  p.  41. 

1  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ii.  §.  ,1 .  Atlas  Marithnus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25.  Prefent 
State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii. 
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in  this  Illand,  and  which  indeed  has  fomany  Advantages,  that  it  might  alone 
ferve  to  fupport  the  Commerce  of  a  large  Province,  or  of  a  fmall  Kingdom. 


Tke  Town  of  Carrick  is  remarkable  for  its  Inhabitants  having  carried  one 
Branch  of  the  Woollen  Manufactory,  that  of  Ratteens,  to  the  higheft  Degree 
of  Perfection,  of  which  Manufacture  there  is  a  vaff  Confumption  in  the 
Kingdom ;  and,  if  the  Laws  would  permit,  their  Ratteens  might  be  alio 
exported  in  great  Quantities  g.  The  Country  round  about  is  chiefly  turned 
to  Grazing,  which  furnifhes  a  large  inland  Trade  to  Waterford,  which,  by  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Suir,  the  Barrow,  and  theNore,  receives  by  Water-carriage  the 
Commodities  of  no  lefs  than  feven  Counties.  This  is  a  very  ancient,  ffrong,  and 
famous  City,  a  Bilhop’s  See,  a  Town  and  County  of  itfelf,  in  which  are,  beffdes 
a  Cathedral,  feven  Parilh  Churches,  a  very  handfome  Guildhall,  an  Exchange 
for  Merchants,  a  Cuftom-Houle,  many  other  public  Buildings,  daily  improve- 
ing,  well  fituated,  and,  though  expoled  to  the  North  and  Eaff,  is,  from  Expe¬ 
rience,  known  to  be  very  healthy  h.  The  Commerce  of  Waterford  is  alfo 
very  flourifhing,  more  elpecially  to  Newfoundland,  and  to  Great  Britain ; 
and,  according  to  the  beft  Lights  I  am  able  to  obtain,  it  is  clearly  the  third 
Port  in  the  Kingdom,  though,  in  point  of  Buildings,  and  Number  of  People, 
Limerick  is  efteemed  the  third  City.  There  are  very  profitable  Salt-Works 
here,  as  alfo  a  large  Quantity  of  Woad  prepared  for  Dyers ;  and  there  was,  if 
there  be  not  ftill,  a  flourifhing  Manufacture  of  Frizes  h  But  if  the  Country 
about  it  were  brought  more  into  Tillage  ;  new  Manufactures,  for  which  they 
have  the  Materials  at  hand,  were  let  up;  and  theFifhery,  for  which  it  Rands 
very  conveniently,  being  properly  improved ;  it  would  foon  become  much 
more  confiderable  than  it  is. 

The  Town  of  Rofs,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the  Town  of  New  Rofs, 
in  the  County  of  Wexford,  upon  the  River  Barrow,  is  a  very  rich  and  thriving 
Place,  with  a  great  inland  T*>ade,  and  fome  Commerce,  being  a  Sea  Port, 
exempt  from  the  JurifdiCtion  of  Waterford,  and  having  Veflels  of  pretty  large 
Burthen  coming  up  to  the  very  Quay  L  Thus  it  appears  that  the  Haven  of 
Waterford  has  been,  as  we  before  obferved,  very  juflly  celebrated,  as  enjoying 
feveral,  and  thofe  very  Angular  Advantages,  no  fewer  than  three  navigable  Rivers, 
called  by  the  old  Irifh,  the  Three  Sifters,  from  their  riling  out  of  the  fame 
Ridge  of  Mountains,  after  ftraying  through  different  Counties,  at  length 


8  Di&ionnaire  univerfelle  de  Commerce,  tom.  iii.  col.  421.  Eflay  on  the  Trade  of  Ireland, 
p.  35.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  xii. 

f.  281. 

h  See  the  Article  of  Waterford  in  Collier’s  Di&ionary.  Atlas  Marltimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25^ 
Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii. 

1  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  i.  §.  6.  p.  8.  Smith's  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County 
and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  vi.  EITay  on  the  Trade  of  Ireland. 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p,  748.  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  ,ii.  §.  1.  p.  2.  Prefent  State 
ef  Ireland,  chap.  vi. 

Vo  l.  I.  K  k  fall 
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fall  into  it ;  and  from  Cheek  Point  to  the  Sea  there  is  a  vaft  Body  of  Water, 
which  from  its  Shape  obtained  the  Name  of  Porthlargi,  in  the  Language 
of  the  Natives,  i.  e.  the  Port  of  the  Thigh,  being  at  leaft  nine  Miles  long,  and 
very  fecure,  covered  by  Duncannon  Fort,  feated  on  an  Eminence  in  the  County 
of  Wexford  l,  which  commands  all  Veflels  that  pafs  upwards,  and  having  fifty- 
four  Feet  Water  in  the  midft  of  the  Chanel,  though  this  is  the  narrowed;  Part  of 
the  Harbour,  with  good  Anchorage,  as  indeed  there  is  all  the  Way  up  to  Cheek 
Point ;  and  from  thence  in  the  left-hand  Chanel,  up  the  Suir,  to  Waterford, 
there  is  not  lefs ;  and  at  the  very  Quay  Veffels  of  five  hundred  Ton  Burthen 
may  load  and  unload ;  and  a  little  to  the  Eaft,  eredted  within  thefe  few  Years, 
there  is  an  excellent  dry  Dock,  with  great  Conveniencies  m . 

The  River  Slane,  or  Slainy,  rifes  in  the  South-Weft  Extremity  of  the 
County  of  Wicklow  « ;  and  proceeding  in  a  winding  Courfe,.  fometimes  turn¬ 
ing  South-Eaft,  fometimes  to  the  South- Weft,  pafies  on  through  the  County 
of  Catherlogh,  and  then,  in  a  South-Eaft  Dire&ion,  divides  the  County  of 
Wexford,  till,  with  a  full  and  fwelling  Stream,  it  reaches  Enifcorthy,  a  very 
large,  thriving,  populous  Borough  ;  from  whence,  rolling  many  Miles 
lmoothly  in  a  South  Courfe,  at  length  it  makes  an  Elbow,  and  then  running 
dire&ly  Eaft,  falls  into  a  Bay  of  the  Sea  a  little  below  the  Town  of  Wexford, 
which  ftands  on  the  South  Bank  of  this  River  °.  Wexford,  called  alfo  Weis- 
ford,  and  Wafhford,  is  fuppofed  by  Camden  to  be  the  Menapia  of  Ptolomy  p, 
as  the  River  Slane  is  held  to  be  the  Monada,  or  Modonus,  of  the  fame  Author. 
It  is  more  certain  that  this  was  the  firft  Town  of  which  the  Englifh  took  Pof- 
feflion  ;  and  being  firong  by  Nature,  was  alfo,  for  their  own  Security,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Manner  of  thofe  Times,  very  well  fortified  by  Art,  which  put  it  out 
of  the  Power  of  the  Irifh,  excellent  at  Incurfions,  but  unufed  to  Sieges,  ever 
to  recover  it.  On  this  Account  alfo  it  was  endowed  by  many  of  our  Monarchs 
with  very  extenfive  Privileges,  made  a  Place  of  Arms,  and  confidered,  for  fome 
Time,  as  the  chief  Seat  of  Government  in  this  Illand  j  of  which  we  the 
rather  take  Notice,  becaufe  it  accounts  for  the  great  Improvements  made  in 
this  County,  and  its  being  extremely  well  peopled  by  the  Englifh.  We  find 
it  commended  in  fome  old  Writers  as  a  large  and  convenient  Haven  q,  which, 

1  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  Hi.  b.  3.  cap.  $.  p.  157.  Spencer’s  Fairy  Queen,  as  before  cited. 
See  the  Article  of  Waterford  in  Collier’s  Dictionary. 

m  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County 
and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  x.  p.  249 — 253.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vii. 

"  Spencer’s  Fairy  Queen,  book  iv.  canto  2.  ftanza  41.  Ireland’s  Natural  HLftory,  chap.  viii. 

$.  2.  p.  63.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv.  §.  2. 

0  Moryfon’s  Itinerary.  P.  iii.  b.  3.  cap.  5.  See  the  Article  of  Wexford  in  Collier’s  Diction¬ 
ary.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p. 

p  Claud.  Ptolemaei.  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  748.  Baxteri  Glofla- 

rium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  1 79. 

a  Robert  Fitz-Stephen,  Governor  of  Cardigan  Caftle,  fent  by  Griffin,  Prince  of  Wales,  to  the 
Affiftance  of  Dermot,  King  of  Leinfler,  took  the  City  of  Wexford,  as  it  was  then  called,  A.  D, 
1168. 
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in  reality,  it  never  could  be,  otherwife  than  for  Vefiels  drawing  ten,  or  at  mod 
twelve  Feet  Water,  was  befides  encumbered  with  many  Sands,  and  a  Bar  at 
its  Entrance ;  though  within  thefe  there  is  tolerable  Anchorage  for  fmall  Vef- 
fels.  It  is  dill  a  Place  of  Note,  has  a  confiderable  Share  of  inland  and  coad- 
ing  Trade,  and  fome  Commerce  j  and  might  perhaps  have  more,  if  the  fpa- 
cious  and  commodious  Haven  of  Waterford  was  not  fo  very  near  it r. 

The  River  Liffy  rifes  about  ten  Miles  South-Wed  from  the  City  of  Dublin, 
and  about  fifteen  Wed  from  the  Sea  :  And  while  a  fmall  Stream  wanders,  for 
fome  Miles,  South-Wed,  through  the  County  of  Wicklow,  then  running 
dire<5tly  Wed,  it  enters  the  County  of  Kildare,  where  it  again  forms  an  Elbow, 
and  runs  away  North-Wed,  and  at  length  due  North,  being  then  parallel  to 
the  Sea,  and  near  thirty  Miles  didant  s.  After  this  bending  North-Ead,  it 
purfues  its  Courfe  through  a  pleafant  Country  till  it  enters  the  County  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  where  it  runs  for  a  little  way  almod  due  North  ;  and  then  turning  to  the 
Ead,  proceeds  with  a  full  Stream,  and  with  a  pretty  drong  Current,  to  that  City, 
through  which,  though  navigable  but  a  very  little  higher,  it  palfes  with  a  full 
Body  of  Water  under  two  very  large  and  fine  Bridges,  and  falls  into  the  Bay  of 
Dublin,  at  a  Place  called  Ringfend,  now  in  a  manner  annexed  to  it,  though  for¬ 
merly  a  full  Mile  below  the  City,  after  running  in  the  whole  about  fifty  Miles  t. 

The  City  of  Dublin  is  certainly  very  ancient,  fince  we  find  it  mentioned  in 
Ptolomy  by  the  Name  of  Eblana,  which  very  probably  he  wrote  Deblana  a. 
The  Irifh  call  it,  in  their  own  Language,  Balacleigh,  that  is,  The  Town 
founded  upon  Hurdles,  or,  as  we  exprefs  it,  upon  Piles.  It  is  faid  to  have 
been  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englidi  fo  early  as  the  Days  of  King  Edgar ;  but 
we  know,  with  more  Certainty,  that  it  was  long  after  in  the  Poffefiion  of  the 
Danes,  or  of  the  Odmen,  or  Oodmen,  a  Northern  Nation,  who  introduced 
Fortifications  and  Trade  into  this  Country,  finding  the  former  neceiTary  to 
fecure  the  Wealth  acquired  by  the  latter  w.  They  certainly  made  choice  of, 
and  edeemed  it,  for  the  fake  of  its  Port,  which  was  a  very  good  one  for  any 
Veifels  then  in  Ufe  j  and  for  this  Reafon,  and  becaufe  it  was  but  fixty  Miles 
Didance  from  the  Coad  of  Wales,  it  came  to  be  preferred  by  the  Englidi, 
when  this  Part  of  Ireland  was  reduced  under  their  Power.  It  has  gradually, 

r  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  iii.  §.  i.  p.  25.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  21. 
EfTay  on  the  Trade  of  Ireland. 

s  This  River  is  called  by  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  Avon  LifT.  Camden  will  have  it  the  Libnius  of 
Ptolemy,  placed  by  the  Error  of  Tranfcribers  on  the  other  Side  the  Ifland.  It  is  more  probable, 
however,  that  the  Libnius  of  Ptolemy  is  Sligo  Bay. 

1  Spencer’s  Fairy  Queen,  as  before  cited.  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  750.  Ireland’s  Natural  Bif- 
tory,  chap.  viii.  §.3. 

u  Claud.  Ptolemaei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannica- 
rum,  p.  100.  Sir  James  Ware’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  39. 

w  Girald.  Cambrenf.  Topograph.  Hibern.  dift.  iii.  cap.  43.  UHerii  Syllog.  Epift.  Hibern. 
p.  1 63 .  0  Flaherty  Ogygia,  P.  i.  p.  4 1 . 
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therefore,  under  the  Aufpice  of  feveral  Princes,  acquired  almoft  all  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  which  any  City  can  boaft.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Bifhop’s  See- 
jn  the  fifth  Century;  the  firft  Archbilhop  was  Gregory,  in  the  Year  1152; 
and  the  Bifhoprick  of  Glendaloch  was  annexed  to  it  in  1214,  when  Henry  de 
Loundres,  or  Henry  of  London,  was  Archbilhop  x.  It  has  at  prefent  a  Cathe¬ 
dral  and  a  Collegiate  Church,  St.  Patrick’s,  and  Chrid’s  Church.  The  fame 
Archbilhop  Henry  made  it  alfo  a  Place  of  Strength,  by  building  the  Cadle 
and  it  dill  remains  the  Centre  of  the  British  Force  in  this  Country,  by  the- 
Addition  of  Barracks.  An  Univerfity  was  eredted  therein  by  the  Authority 
of  the  Pope  in  1320;  but  that  not  taking  Effedt,  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1591, 
founded  and  endowed  Trinity-College,  which  has  produced  many  eminent 
Men,  and  been  regarded  as  a  Univerfity  ever  fince  y :  It  is  the  Seat  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy,  or  Lords  Judices,  redding  here ; 
here  alfo  the  Sovereign  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity,  and  the  Records  of 
the  Kingdom,  are  kept;  and  here  likewife  the  Parliament  is  held  2.  As  a 
City,  or  Corporation,  its  Chief  Magidrate  is  diled  Lord  Mayor,  and  wears  a 
Collar  of  SS,  both  bedowed  by  King  Charles  the  Second..  Succeeding  Mo- 
narchs  have  confirmed  thefe  Favours,  and  mod  extenlive  Privileges  have  been 
granted  to  the  Citizens,  their  Liberties  alfo,  or  Corporate  Juriididtion,  being 
very  large.  Befides  all  this,  Dublin  may  be  confidered  as  the  Centre  of  die 
inland  Trade,  and  is,  beyond  quedion,  the  Place  of  the  ampled  foreign  Com¬ 
merce  in  the  Ifland  a.  For  the  Accommodation  of  Merchants  they  have  a 
Tholfel  or  Exchange,  a  Cudom-Houfe  for  the  Receipt  of  the  Revenue,  and 
Commiffioners  for  the  Management  of  it.  As  to  the  Increafe  of  this  City, 
the  fird  in  Ireland,  and  the  fecond  in  the  Britilh  Dominions,  it  has  been 
undoubtedly  of  late  Years  very  great.  But  as  a*  very  ingenious,  and  which  is 
of  much  more  Confequence,  a  very  well  informed  Writer,  has  very  clearly  and 
fully  proved  b,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  fix,  wkh  any  Degree  of  Certainty;, 
the  prefent  Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  that  chiefly  from  the  Difference  in 
their  Religion,  and  fome  other  Circumdances,  which  render  the  Regiders  of 
Births  and  Burials  no  conclufive  Evidence.  But,  notwithdanding  this,  we 
may  venture  to  aflert,  without  any  Danger  of  offending  Truth,  that  in  feventy 
Years,  that  is,  from  1682  to  175a,  the  Number  of  Houfes  hath  completely 

*  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  751 .  Harris’s  HiPory  of  Bifhops,  p.  299.  See  the  Article  Dublin  in 
Collier’s  Dictionary. 

y  Liber  MS.  Baronis  Houth,  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  ill.  b.  3.  cap.  5.  p.  198.  Harris’s  HiPory 

of  Bilhops,  p. 

a  Ireland’s  Natural  HiPory,  chap.  i.  §.  6.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  22.  Prefent 
State  of  Ireland,  chap.  3x. 

a  This  fnews,  that  as  a  commodious  Harbour  may  be  long  negle&ed,  fo  a  Port,  lefs  happy  in 
Situation,  may,  by  conPant  Attention,  Prong  Efforts,  and  a  Concurrence  of  fortunate  Circum* 
Pances,  be  brought  into  Ufe,  and,  by  degrees,  all  its  natural  Inconveniencies  be  either  corrected  by 
Skill,  or  avoided  by  Care. 

b  An  Eflay  on  theTrade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  by  Arthur  Dobbs,  Efq;  P.  ii.  p.  9. 
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doubled,  and  with  it  the  Number  of  People  likewife  c;  though  that  is  not 
always  the  Cafe,  as  the  Augmentation  of  Houfes  fometimes  ierves  only  to 
lodge  the  fame,  or  even  a  lefs  Number  of  Inhabitants,  more  commodioufly. 

As  to  the  Harbour  of  Dublin  it  is  but  indifferent,  fince  Veffels  of  confider- 
able  Burthen,  and  that  draw  a  great  Depth  of  Water,  have  come  into  Ufe. 
For  all  along  this  Coaft,  from  Wexford,  there  lie  Shoals  of  Sand,  divided  into 
the  South,  Middle,  and  North  Grounds;  and  at  the  Mouth  of  Dublin  Har¬ 
bour  there  is  a  Bar,  occafioned  by  two  Banks  of  Sand,  called  the  South  and 
North  Bulls,  ffretching  from  the  oppofite  Sides  of  the  Haven,  upon  which, 
at  High  Water,  there  is  not  above  leventeen  Feet,  and  at  Low,  there  is  no 
going  over  it :  Belides,  when  the  Tide  is  out,  except  in-  two  Places,  Ships  lie 
dry  <h  Great  Pains,  and  much  Money,  have  been  imployed  in  {heightening 
the  Chanel,  in  order  to  remove  thefelnconveniencies,  but  hitherto  not  with  thofs 
Effects  which  were  hoped.  Without  the  Bar  indeed,  in  Dublin  Bay,  there  are 
tolerable  good  Roads  on  both  Sides ;  and  the  Ladings  of  large  Ships  are  very 
conveniently  carried  up  to  the  City  by  Lighters  and  other  Craft,  fmall  Veffels 
proceeding  to  the  very  Quay.  With  all  thefe  Impediments,  and  in  fpite  of  all 
thefe  Obftrudtions,  the  Merchants  of  Dublin  extend  their  Correfpondence  daily; 
fo  that  if  we  were  to  affert  one  Half  of  the  foreign  Commerce  of  Ireland  is 
carried  on  at  this  Port,  we  fhould  not  be  much  in  the  Wrong  e.  But,  when¬ 
ever  thofe  new  and  noble  Works  fhall  be  executed,  which  are  now  under  Con- 
fideration,  there  is  very  little  Reafon  to  doubt  that  it  will  be  hereafter  greatly 
increafed,  and  then  probably,  by  new  Methods,  and  larger  Difburfements,, 
perhaps  by  making  Docks,  as  at  Liverpool,  the  Port  may  be  much  further 
improved  f ;  which  is  the  rather  to  be  expedted  from  that  Spirit  the  Nation 
has  fhewn,  for  fome  Years  paff,  in  promoting  every  Work  of  public  Utility 
with  fuch  Steadinefs,  Prudence,  and  Vigour,  as,  fooner  or  later,  muff  intitle 
them  to  Succefs, 

In  the  King’s  County  rifes  the  River  Boyne,  the  Bovinda,  or  Buvinda,  of 
Ptolemy,  and  the  Boandus  of  a  later  Writer  g.  It  is  quickly  joined  by  fo 
many  Rivulets,  that,  running  on  North-Eaff,  it  becomes  a  very  conliderable 

c  According  to  an  authentic  Account,  taken  in  the  firft  of  thefe  Periods,  there  were  fomewhat 
more  than  fix;  and,  according  to  a  like  Account,  taken  in  the  lalt,  coniiderably  more  than  twelve 
thoufand  Houfes.  It  is  alfo  to  be  confidered;  that  from  Experience  there  are  known  to  be  ten,  if 
not  twelve  Perfons,  under  every  Roof  in  Dublin. 

<*  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  iii.  §.  2.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  22.  Cut¬ 
ler’s  Coaffing  Pilot,  p.  2 1  ~ 

e  As  I  coiled!  from  feveral  Extracts  from  the  Cuflom-Houfe  Books,  and  other  authentic 
Vouchers. 

f  Whatever  can  be  done  of  this  Nature  is  a  vail  Acquisition  to  any  Country ;  and  the  Situation 
of  this  City  deferves  any  Expence  it  may  require. 

8  Claud.  Ptolemsei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Girald.  Cambreni.  Topog:  aph.  Kibern.  diflindl.  i. 
cap.  6.  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  753. 
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River  in  its  Paffage  through  the  County  of  Kildare,  and  ftill  ftronger  in  its 
Courfe,  and  more  beautiful  in  its  Appearance,  when  it  enters  the  rich  County 
of  Eaft  Meath,  where  it  waters  Trim,  the  County  Town,  a  neat  and  popu¬ 
lous  Place,  and  then  paffes  on  to  Navan  andSlane,  both  good  Towns  K  From 
the  latter  of  thefe,  purfuing  an  Eaft  Courfe  for  about  feven  Miles,  it  reaches 
Droghedah,  which  it  divides,  and  falls  into  the  Sea  about  two  Miles  below  it. 
The  Boyne  is  not  only  a  River  of  long  Courfe,  and  navigable  a  confiderable 
Way  up  into  the  Country,  but  is  alfo  of  fuch  a  Depth,  and  has  fo  ftrong  a 
Body  of  Water,  that,  with  very  fmall  Afliftance,  it  might  be  rendered  much 
more  ufeful  than  it  is,  more  efpecially  if  we  confider  how  fine  a  Territory 
it  runs  through,  and  what  a  Number  of  good  Towns  are  upon,  or  very  near 
it  h  The  Boyne  will  be  ever  famous  for  the  decifive  Battle,  July  i,  i6po, 
when  it  was  paffed  by  King  William,  and  the  Army  of  King  James  being 
.routed  on  the  other  Side,  retired  precipitately  to  Dublin  k. 

The  Town  of  Droghedah,  called  by  the  Englifh  Tredah,  was  formerly 
very  remarkable  from  its  Situation  and  Strength.  In  confequence  of  this,  its 
Inhabitants  had  great  Favours  bellowed  upon  them  by  our  old  Monarchs ;  for 
instance,  Edward  the  Second,  at  the  Requeft  of  Theobald  Vernon,  granted 
them  a  Market  and  a  Fair  :  Other  great  Privileges  were  added  to  thefe  in  fuc- 
.ceeding  Times,  particularly  the  Right  of  Coinage  1.  It  is  at  this  Day  a  Town 
and  County,  fending  as  fuch  two  Reprefentatives  to  Parliament.  But  being 
taken  by  Storm  September  10,  164.5),  Oliver  Cromwell,  it  fuffered  fo  much, 
the  Buildings  being  exceedingly  fhattered,  and  not  only  the  Garrifon,  with  their 
worthy  Governor,  Sir  Arthur  Afton,  but  the  Inhabitants,  Men,  Women,  and 
Children,  put  to  the  Sword,  that  for  a  long  time  it  remained  almoft  in  Ruins  ni. 
By  degrees,  however,  it  has  recovered,  and  is  at  prefent  a  large  and  populous 
Place,  and,  befides  a  great  Share  of  inland  Trade,  has  an  advantageous  Com¬ 
merce  with  England  5  and  though  the  Port  be  but  indifferent,  narrow  at  its 
Entrance,  and  with  a  Bar,  over  which  Ships  of  Burthen  cannot  pafs,  but  at 
high  Water,  yet  there  are  fome  rich  Merchants  here,  and  a  great  deal  of  Bufi- 
nefs  done ;  fo  that  from  a  low  and  declining  Port  it  is  now  become  rich  and 
-thriving,  more  efpecially  within  thefe  ten  or  twelve  Years  n.  This  is  one  of 

h  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  viii.  §.  3.  p.  65.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  22. 
Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vi. 

1  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  iii.  b.  3.  cap.  5.  p.  1  58.  ElTay  on  the  Trade  of  Ireland.  Additions 
.to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

k  Seethe  Article  Boyne  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Life  of  King  William,  p.  269 — 273.  Point" 
er’s  Chronological  Hiftorian,  vol.  i.  p.  3 77. 

1  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  762.  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  iii.  §.  3.  p.  25.  Spencer’s 
View  of  .the  State  of  Ireland. 

m  The  Hiftory  of  the  execrable  Irifh  Rebellion,  London,  1680,  p.  223.  The  Hiftory  of  the 
Civil  Wars  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  p.  297.  Earl  of  Clarendon’s  Hiftorical  View  of  the  Affairs 
of  Ireland,  p.  131, 

n  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  22.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Edition  of  Camden.  Pre¬ 
fent  State  of  Ireland,  chap,  viii, 
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the  ftrongefl  Inflances  that  can  be  perhaps  mentioned  of  the  ineftimable  Bene¬ 
fit  of  a  River,  navigable  in  any  degree ;  for  though-  the  Boyne  is  net  capable 
of  carrying  Veflels  bigger  than  Barges,  or  pretty  large  Boats,  yet  the  Conveni- 
ency  that  this  affords  of  conveying  Coals,  by  Water-carriage,  through  a  great 
Extent  of  Country,  introduced  a  Correfpondence  between  this  Place,  and 
Whitehaven,  in  Cumberland,  to  which  the  Revival  of  its  Commerce  has  been 
in  a  great  meafure  owing ;  fo  that  from  being  poor,  and  in  Ruins,  there  are 
not  now  above  feven  or  eight  larger  Towns  in  this  Ifland  But  it  does  by 
no  means  follow,  that  if,  through  the  Difcovery  of  Coals  in  Ireland,  the  Inter- 
courfe  between  this  Place  and  Whitehaven  fhould  leffen,  or  even  entirely  ceafe, 
that  the  Commerce  of  Drogheda  muft  decay.  Becaufe  this  being  once  efta- 
blifhed,  naturally  attracts  inland  Trade,  excites  Manufadlures,  and  produces  an 
adtiver  induftrious,  and  enterprifing,  Kind  of  People,  who  will  always  find 
Refources,  but  who  would  never  have  found  them  here,  if  the  Advantages 
arifing  from  their  River  had  not  fhewed  them  the  way  p. 

Newry  River,  or,  as  they  commonly  call  it  in  this  Country,  the  Water  of 
Newry,  in  the  County  of  Down,  and  Province  of  Ulfler,  promifed^ahd  for 
many  Ages  performed  as  little,  as  any  Stream  in  Ireland.  It  is  not  confider- 
able  from  the  Length  of  its  Courfe,  there  being  but  a  very  fmall  Number  of 
Miles  from  its  Source  to  its  Fall.  It  is  lels  confiderable  in  point  of  Size  ;  and, 
with  refpetfl  to  its  Body  of  Water,  we  might  plead  Authority  for  calling  it  a 
Brook,  fince  it  was  navigable  only  in  conlequence  of  the  Tide’s  flowing  up, 
and  of  confequence  fo  long,  and  fo  far,  as  it  flowed  It  rifes  not  far  from 
Rathfryland,  in  the  Barony  of  Upper  Iveagh,  taking  firfl:  a  Weflern  Courfe, 
then  bending  to  the  North,  runs  under  Glenny  Bridge,  Crown  Bridge,  and- 
Sheep  Bridge ;  North  of  which  it  again  takes  a  winding  Courfe  to  the  South, 
and  foon  afterwards  runs  due  South  into  Carlingford  Bay  r.  It  is  the  new 
Canal,  the  Firfl  Fruits  of  the  intended  Improvements  of  their  inland  Navi¬ 
gation,  which  by  joining  this  River  to  the  Upper  Ban,  and  thereby  opening 
a  Communication  with  Lough  Neagh,  by  which  Veflels  of  fifty  and  fixty 
Tons  pafs  through  the  Heart  of  Ulfler,  that  has  taken  away  the  Impedi¬ 
ments  which  were  irremediable  in  the  Newry  River,  and  thereby  afforded  a 
direct  Inflance  of  the  Truth  of  what  has  been  fo  often  laid  down,  that  by  a 
Junction  of  Lochs  and  Rivers,  through  the  Interpofition  of  Canals,  this  Coun¬ 
try  may,  at  a  fmall  Expence,  be  rendered,  in  this  refpedt,  as  commodious  as 

* 

0  Eflay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  P.  ii.  p.  6 ;  and  from  Calculations  made 
A.  D.  1753. 

p  While  the  River  remains  it  will  always  furmfh  new  Refources,  either  in  Manufactures,  or  the 
Tranfportof  foreign  Commodities. 

Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  766.  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiltory,  chap.  ii.  §.2.  Atlas  Maritimus  et 
Commercialis,  p.  23. 

r  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  21.  Hifiory  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  vii.  p.  14 4.  Pre-' 
fent  State  of  Ireland,  chap. 
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any  in  the  World ;  which  will  be  better  underftood  when  the  Confluences  of 
tills  ImproveiiK  nt,  now  before  us,  are  feen  and  confidered. 

The  Town  of  Newry  ftands  about  two  Miles  above  the  Mouth  of  the 
River,  and  was  early  fortified  by  the  Englifh,  as  commanding  a  very  ftrong 
Pafs,  leading  through  the  Bogs  and  Mountains,  between  Dundalk  and  the 
remoter  Parts  of  Uifter.  But  it  was  Sir  Nicholas  Bagnal,  Knight,  Marfhal  of 
Ireland  in  the  Reign  of  Elizabeth,  who  improved  and  raifed  it  into  Confidera- 
tion  s.  It  was  ruined  again  in  the  great  Rebellion  1641,  in  which  its  Inhabit¬ 
ants  differed  incredible  Hardfhips  t.  After  the  Relforation  it  was  rebuilt,  and 
began  to  make  fome  Figure.  But,  on  September  6,  i68p,  it  was  again  reduced 
to  Allies  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick  u.  In  confequence  of  the  fucceeding  Set¬ 
tlement  of  Ireland,  the  Place  revived,  and,  from  its  convenient  Situation,  grew 
by  degrees  large  and  populous.  The  Town  fpreads  along  the  Side  of  a  lteep 
Hill,  furrounded  by  Mountains,  except  to  the  North  and  North-Weft,  where 
it  opens  into  a  very  fine  Country,  through  which  runs  the  new  Canal.  Below 
the  Town  lies  the  River,  over  which  are  two  handfome  Stone  Bridges,  one  of 
fix  Arches,  on  the  Road  leading  to  Dublin,  the  other  of  ten,  on  that  to 
Armagh,  as  the  high  Road  to  the  North,  paffes  direddy  through  the  Town, 
which  has  a  good  Market,  and  two  annual  Fairs  w.  It  fubfifted  and  throve 
formerly,  chiefly  by  its  being  a  Place  of  Strength,  and  having  a  Garrifon,  by 
its  being  a  great  Thoroughfare,  and  by  its  inland  Trade  ;  and  though  at  the 
Mouth  of  a  River,  falling  into  Carlingford  Bay,  it  was  very  little  noticed  as 
a  Port.  But  of  late  Years,  and  more  efpecially  fince  the  Opening  of  the  new 
Canal,  it  has  made  a  very  different  Figure.  In  point  of  Size,  and  Number  of 
Inhabitants,  it  comes  very  near  Drogheda,  and  nearer  ftill  in  point  of  Com¬ 
merce,  which,  according  to  the  Informations  I  have  received,  has  doubled  twice 
within  thefe  twenty  Years  x. 

The  River  Lagan,  or  rather  the  Bay  into  which  it  falls,  is  the  Vinderius  of 
Ptolemy  y.  This  River  rifes  in  two  fmall  Streams,  out  of  the  Ridge  of  Moun¬ 
tains  called  Slieve  Croob,  in  the  Barony  of  Upper  Iveagh,  which  unite  about 
two  Miles  South-Eaft  of  Dromore,  a  Bifhop’s  See,  but  not  a  Place  of  Conle- 

s  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  766.  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  ii.  b.  1.  chap.  2.  p.  59.  Defcription  of 
Ireland,  printed  1642. 

*  Hiflory  of  the  execrable  Rebellion  in  Ireland,  Appendix,  p.  113.  Sir  John  Temple’s  Hiflory 
of  the  Irifh  Rebellion,  p.  96,  97.  Hiflory  of  the  County  of  Downe,  p.  93. 

u  Life  of  King  William,  p.  240,  241.  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiflory,  vol.  i.  p.  369.  Me- 
moires  de  la  derniere  Revolution  d’Angleterre,  tom.  ii.  p.  595. 

w  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Hiflory  of  the  County  pf  Downe,  p.  88-94. 
Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  viii. 

x  Ireland's  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  viii.  $.  5.  EfTay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland, 
P.  i.  p.  16;  P.  ii.  p.  6.  Private  Informations. 

y  Caipdeni  Hibernia,  p.  768.  Sir  James  Ware’s  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  chap.  vi.  Baxteri 
Cfloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  251. 
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quence,  through  which  the  Stream,  now  become  confiderable,  paffes  under  a 
Bridge  of  two  Arches.  It  proceeds  from  thence,  through  the  Bridge  of  Gill 
Hall ;  and  being  foon  after  augmented  by  another  Rivulet  from  two  Loughs, 
South  of  Dromore,  paffes  under  the  Bridges  of  Donoghcloney,  Gihon,  and 
Magherelin,  i.  e.  the  Waterfield,  now  wrote  Marelin,  where  it  turns  North- 
Eaft,  and  rolls  on  till  it  arrives  near  Moyrah,  a  Village  the  Linnen  Manufacture 
is  railing  to  a  Town,  flows  next  under  Spence’s  Bridge,  then  under  the  Bridge 
of  the  Maze,  paffes  through  Lifburn,  a  thriving  Town,  well-inhabited  and  well- 
built,  Brumbridge,  Shaw’s  Bridge,  all  in  the  County  of  Antrim,  and  at  length 
under  the  Bridge  of  Belfaft,  after  which  it  empties  itfelf  into  Carrickfergus 
Bay,  having  run  in  the  whole  a  Courfe  of  thirty  Miles  7. 

The  Town  of  Belfaft,  which  ftands  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  River  Lagan, 
in  the  County  of  Antrim,  is  fuppofed  to  have  derived  its  Name  from  the  Ferry 
which  formerly  fubflfted  there  over  that  River.  As  this  Part  of  Ireland  was 
not  thoroughly  fubdued  till  the  Time  of  King  James  the  Firft,  fo  this  Place 
was  far  from  being  confiderable,  till,  in  the  next  Reign,  the  Earl  of  Strafford 
made  a  Purchafe  of  the  Cuftoms  in  the  Bay,  which  had  been  anciently 
granted  to  the  Town  of  Carrickfergus ;  and  ever  after  that  this  Town  throve 
at  the  Expence  of  the  other  a.  In  1682  the  Bridge  was  begun  over  the  River 
Lagan,  \yhich  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  Kingdom,  having  twenty-one  Arches, 
befides  a  great  deal  of  dead  Work  on  both  Sides,  all  very  folidly  built  of  Free- 
Stone,  and  very  neatly  finilhed,  at  the  joint  Expence  of  the  Counties  of  Downe 
and  Antrim,  and  is  laid  to  have  coft  twelve  thoufand  Pounds  b.  Many  Cir- 
cumftances  have  contributed  to  render  this  a  large,  flourifhing,  and  populous 
Place.  The  Country  about  it  is  well-peopled  and  well  cultivated,  the  Bulk  of 
the  Inhabitants  Proteftants,  and  very  induftrious  c.  The  Place  ftands  commo- 
dioufly  for  carrying  on  a  great  Trade  with  Scotland  ;  but  the  two  chief  Advan¬ 
tages,  and  which  have  contributed  moft  to  its  prefent  Grandeur,  are  its  happv 
Situation  for  the  American  Trade,  and  the  prodigious  Progrefs  of  the  Linnen 
Manufacture  in  its  Neighbourhood  d.  By  an  afliduous  Application  to  the 
Improvement  of  thefe,  and  other  natural  Benefits,  and  particularly  by  the 
ereding  a  Cambrick  Manufacture,  Belfaft  is  become  one  of  the  heft  Towns, 
and  a  Port  of  the  greateft  Commerce,  in  Ireland e.  In  refpedt  to  its  Haven,  the 

2  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  ii.  §  3.  Hiftory  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  vii.  p.  145. 
Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  xi. 

a  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  Hi.  b.  3.  chap.  5.  p.  159.  Earl  of  Strafford’s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  103, 
205.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden. 

b  Hiflory  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  vi.  p.  129. 

c  See  the  Article  of  Belfaft  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Hiftory  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  vi. 
p.  29.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  viii. 

d  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  23.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  22.  Account  of  the 
Progrefs  of  the  Linnen  Manufacture  in  Ireland. 

c  Effay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  P.  ii.  p.  6  ;  and  from  the  Returns  made  to 
fubfequent  Inquiries. 

Vol.  I.  LI  Defcription, 
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Defcription  of  it  belongs  to  the  next  Chapter,  being  a  Part  only  of  Carrick- 
fergus  Bay ;  and  therefore  we  fhall  barely  add,  that  Cormoyle  Road,  where 
large  Ships  ride  fafely,  is  but  a  fmall  Diftance  below  the  Town  f,  and  that  all 
Bufinefs  is  carried  on  herewith  fuch  Eafe,  Activity,  and  Dilpatch,  as  does  par¬ 
ticular  Honour  to  the  Traders  of  BelfaR. 

The  River  Bann  rifes  in  the  Plain  called  the  Deers,  or  King’s  Meadow,  in  the- 
Northern  Part  of  that  Ridge  of  Mountains  Riled  the  Morne,  in  the  County  of 
Downe,  and,  fwelled  by  various  little  Brooks,  foon  becomes  a  large  Stream  d. 
Then  takes  a  ferpentine  Courfe  to  within  two  Miles  EaR  of  Rathfry- 
land,  thence  purfuing  Rill  a  North-WeR  Courfe,  and  having  feveral  fair 
Bridges  over  it,  the  River  Bann  comes  at  length  to  Portadown,  where  it  makes 
a  moR  Rately  Appearance,  is  joined  there  by  the  Canal  of  Newry,  and,  a  few 
Miles  farther,  falls  into  Lough  Neagh  at  Bann  Foot  Ferry,  after  running  about 
thirty  Miles  h.  Out  of  that  Lake,  continuing  its  former  Diredtion,  it  breaks 
forth  again  above  Toome  CaRle,  and  rolling  on  North-WeR,  dividing  the 
Counties  of  Antrim  and  Londonderry,  it  pafies  through  a  rugged  Country, 
heretofore  overgrown  with  immenfe  Woods,  then  forces  a  Paffage  over  a 
Ridge  of  Rocks,  called  the  Salmon  Leap,  and  having  again  colledted  its  Mat¬ 
tered  Waters,  ruRies  with  an  impetuous  Force  into  the  Sea,  at  what  is,  from 
the  River,  Ryled  Bann  Haven,  a  few  Miles  below  Colerain  k  This  is  certainly 
one  of  the  fineR  Rivers  in  Ireland,  and,  if  we  include  its  Paflage  through  the 
Lake,  runs  in  the  whole  near  ninety  Miles,  with  fo  pure  and  limpid  a  Stream, 
that  many  affert  this,  of  all  the  Rivers  in  the  three  Kingdoms,  abounds  with 
the  beR  Salmon ;  fo  that  its  Fifiiery  is  of  very  great  Value,  as  hitherto  the 
Salmon  Fifiiery  has  been  the  moR  profitable  of  any  in  this  Ifland  k. 

Colerain  was  formerly  a  Place  of  great  Confideration,  being  the  chief 
Town  of  a  County  eredted  by  Sir  John  Perrot  during  his  Government  of  Ire¬ 
land  j  whereas  it  is  now  only  the  Head  of  one  of  the  Baronies,  in  the  Shire  of 
Londonderry  1 :  But  it  is  Rill  a  Corporation,  and  fends  two  Members  to  Par¬ 
liament.  It  is  of  a  tolerable  Size,  and  very  elegantly  built,  fituated  on  the  EaR 
Side  of  the  Bann,  about  four  Miles  from  die  Sea  y  but  the  Port  is  very  indif- 

f  Ireland’s  Natural  Hidory,  chap.  ii.  §.  3.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  23.  Cutler’s 
Coading  Pilot,  p.  22. 

8  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  770.  Girald.  Cambrenf.  Topograph.  Hibern.  did.  i.  cap.  6.  Mory- 
fon’s  Itinerary,  P.  iii.  b.  3.  chap.  5.  p.  159. 

h  Ireland’s  Natural  Hidory,  chap.  viii.  §.  4.  p.  65,  66.  Ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the 
County  of  Downe,  p.  145,  146.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv. 

*  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitat.  Britannicarum,  p.  33,  201.  Hidory  of  the  County  of  Downe,, 
p.  146.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  23. 

k  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  770.  Eflay  on  the  the  Trade  of  Ireland.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland, 
chap.  ix. 

1  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  Part.  iii.  book  3.  chap.  5.  p.  1 59.  Sir  James  Ware’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p..  3 1. 
See  the  Article  Colraia  in  Collier’s  Dictionary. 
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ferent,  occafioned  by  the  extreme  Rapidity  of  the  River,  which  repels  the  Tide, 
and  makes  the  Coming-up  to  the  Town  difficult ;  fo  that  it  has  but  little  Trade, 
and  might  perhaps  have  lefs  if  it  was  not  for  the  valuable  Salmon  Fiffiery, 
which  amounts  to  fome  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  m.  If  the  Navigation  of  the 
Bann  could  be  opened,  which  is  totally  obflrudted  by  the  Ridge  of  Rocks 
before-mentioned,  it  would  quickly  change  the  Face  of  Things ;  for  then  by 
the  Help  of  this  River,  and  the  Newry  Canal,  there  would  be  a  diredt  Com¬ 
munication  crofs  the  Ifland,  and,  with  the  Affiftance  of  the  Blackwater  River, 
which  likewife  falls  into  Lough  Neagh,  almoft  all  the  Counties  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Ulfter  might  have  a  Correlpondence  with  each  other  by  Water- 
carriage,  to  their  reciprocal  and  no  final  1  Emolument  n. 

The  River  Derg,  fuppofed  to  be  fo  called  from  the  Oaks  growing  about 
it,  flow's  out  of  a  Lough  of  the  fame  Name,  in  the  County  of  Donegal, 
rolling  on  many  Miles  in  a  North-Eaft  Direction,  till  it  receives  the  River 
Finny,  which  runs  alfo  out  of  a  Lough  of  the  fame  Name  in  the  Northern 
Part  of  the  County,  and  which,  proceeding  with  a  South-Eaft-Courfe,  joins 
the  Derg,  as  alfo  a  third  River,  called,  if  I  miftake  not,  the  Mourne,  purfuing  an 
Eafl  Courfe  between  them,  near  the  Town  of  Strabane  Thefe  Waters,  thus, 
collected,  take  the  Name  of  the  River  Foyle,  and  proceeding  ftill  North-Eafl, 
move  on  to  Lifford,  which  is  the  Shire  Town  of  the  County  of  Donegal,  pafs 
afterwards  by  St.  Johnftown,  and  the  ancient  City  of  Derry,  below  which,  at 
the  Diftance  of  about  four  Miles,  they  expand  themfelves,  and,  uniting  with 
the  Sea,  produce  that  large  Salt-water  Lake,  known  by  the  Name  of  Lough 
Foyle  p,  which,  though  Aridtly  fpeaking,  a  Bay,  or  Arm  of  the  Sea,  we  fhall 
delcribe  in  few  Words  here,  becaufe  what  follows  would  be  obfcure  without 
fuch  a  Defcription.  It  is,  in  effedt,  an  immenfe  oval  Bafon,  twelve  Miles  in 
Length,  and  between  five  and  fix  in  its  greateft  Breadth.  Between  Magilions 
and  Greencaflle,  where  it  opens  into  the  Ocean,  it  is  not  above  a  Mile  and  a 
half  broad  q.  Before  this  Entrance  there  is  a  large  Sand,  called  the  Tunns, 
on  which  the  Sea  lometimes  beats  with  a  prodigious  Noife,  but  with  a  broad  and 
deep  Chanel  between  it  and  the  Land,  where  there  is  at  all  Times  not  under 
fourteen  or  fifteen  Fathoms  Water,  and  in  the  very  Entrance  of  the  Lough, 
from  eight  to  ten  On  the  Eafl  Side  of  the  Bay  there  are  alfo  large  Shoals 

m  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  iii.  §.  4.  p.  23.  Cutler’s  CoafHng  Pilot,  p.  22.  Prefent 
State  of  Ireland,  chap.  viii. 

n  Ireland’s  Natural  Iliflory,  chap.  viii.  §.  4.  p.  66.  Hiftory  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  vii. 
Bifhop  Hutchinfon’s  Cafe  of  Loch  Neagh,  and  the  Lower  Bann. 

0  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  77 2.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Irifh  Biftiops,  p.  286.  Baxteri  Gloflarium 
Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  99. 

p  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  iii.  Part.  book.  3.  chap.  5.  p.  159.  Atlas  MariiitnU's  et  Commercials, 
p.  23.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv.  §.  4. 

**  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ii.  §.  4.  Speed’s  Map  of  the  Province  o:  Ulfter.  D  At  - 
diffret  Hiftoire  et  Geographic  ancienne  et  moderne,  tom.  i.  p.  272. 

r  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  23.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  P.  i.  p.  2 77.  Additions 
•to  the  TranUation  of  Camden. 
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or  Bank  of  Sands,  and  fome  of  fmaller  Dimenfions  on  the  Weft  Side;  but 
the  two  Chanels  between  them  are  wide,  and  for  the  molt  at  leaft  four  Fathom 
deep.  At  the  Entrance  of  the  River  the  Water  is  ten  or  twelve  Fathom,  and 
before  the  Town  of  Derry  between  four  and  five  Fathom;  fo  that,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  a  very  lafe,  capacious,  and  commodious  Haven.  There  are  on  the 
Weft  Side  three  old  FortrefTes,  called  the  Green,  Red,  and  White  Caftles,  and 
on  the  fame  Side,  near  the  Entrance  of  the  River,  a  Cattle  or  Fort,  called  Cul- 
more,  molt  of  them  built  for  the  Defence  of  the  Englifh  in  this  County 
againft  the  Natives,  when  it  was  firft  planted  s. 

The  City  of  Derry  is  far  from  being  what  fome  have  called  it,  a  Place,  or  even 
a  City,  of  modern  Erection,  fince  it  has  been  a  Bifhop’s  See  near  fix  hundred 
Years  t.  It  was  in  the  laft  long  Rebellion  againft  Queen  Elizabeth,  that  the 
Lord-Deputy  Montjoy  faw  the  Importance  of  making  Settlements  and  Garri- 
fons  on  the  Side  of  Lough  Foyle,  which  was  often,  though  without  Succefs 
attempted,  till  it  was  at  length  effected  by  Sir  Henry  Dockwra,  at  the  very 
Beginning  of  the  feventeenth  Century,  who  built  a  Fort  at  Culmore,  and  put 
an  Englifh  Garrifon  into  Derry  u.  Upon  the  Earls  of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel 
breaking  out  into  Rebellion,  and  retiring  into  Spain,  fome  of  their  Accom¬ 
plices  furprized  Derry,  A.  D.  idod,  of  which  Sir  George  Pawlet  was  Governor, 
murdered  him,  with  all  his  Garrifon,  and  committed  many  other  cruel  and 
deteftable  Adtions.  Upon  the  fupprefling  this  Infurredtion,  upwards  of  half 
a  Million  of  Acres,  Plantation  Meafure,  in  fix  contiguous  Counties,  were  for¬ 
feited  to  the  Crown ;  and  feveral  Projects  were  formed  to  enable  King  James 
the  Firft  to  fettle  them  w.  Amongft  others,  near  two  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
fand  Acres  were  granted  to  the  City  of  London,  and  the  great  Companies,  in 
confequence  of  an  Agreement  figned  with  the  Crown  January  28,  1609, 
by  which  they  undertook  to  plant  thefe  Lands,  and  to  build  and  fortify  Cole- 
rain  and  Derry  Thefe  Preparations  fo  alarmed  the  Irifh,  that  to  keep  them 
in  Awe,  and  to  put  Ulfter  immediately  into  a  fafe  Condition,  the  heredi¬ 
tary  Order  of  Knighthood,  called  Baronets,  was  devifed,  who  purchafed 
their  refpe&ive  Patents  (were  Honours  ever  better  acquired  ?)  by  the  Payment 
of  a  large  Sum  to  fupport  Troops,  and  to  defray  other  Expences  incident  to 
the  civilizing  this  Part  of  Ireland.  Hence  thefe  Knights  bear  in  their  Coats 
of  Arms,  either  in  a  Canton,  or  on  an  Efcutcheon,  the  armorial  Enfign  of 


3  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  22.  Speed’s  Map  of  th-e  Province  of  Ulfler,  in  his  Theatre  of 
the  Britifh  Empire.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap,  xi. 

c  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  772.  O  Flaherti  Ogygia,  P.  iii.  cap.  21.  p.  196.  Harris’s  Hiflory  of 
the  Bifhops  of  Ireland,  p.  286.  Warei  Antiquitates  Hiberniese,  p.  215,  288,  299. 

u  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  ii.  book  1.  chap.  2.  See  the  Article  of  Londonderry  in  Col¬ 
lier’s  Dictionary.  See  alfo  the  Article  of  Derry  in  the  fame  Book. 

w  Foedera  &c.  five  A6ta  Publica,  tom.  xvi.  p.  500,  664.  G.  Camdeni,  regni  Regis  Jacobi, 
Annalium  Apparatus,  p.  6.  Roberti  Johnfloni,  Rerum  Britannicarum  Hiftoriae,  lib.  xiii,  p.  440.. 

x  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  1004,  1005.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia,  by  Doftor  Philemon 
Holland,,  in  his  Tranflation..  Sir  Richard  Cox’s  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  vol..  ii.  p..  14,  15. 
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the  Province  of  Ulster  y,  viz.  Argent*  a  Hand  finifter,  couped  at  the  Wrift, 
extended  in  Pale,  Gules. 

The  Grant  of  this  Trad:  of  Country  to  the  Citizens  of  London,  was  quickly 
attended  with  fome  Difputes,  on  Pretence  that  they  had  not  fulfilled  their 
Agreement  j  but  thefe  being  pacified,  and  the  Place  found  exceedingly  com¬ 
modious  in  point  of  Situation,  as  being  a  Peninfula,  having  the  River,  or  Lake 
rather,  on  three  Sides,  and  the  fourth  eafily  fortified,  they  began  to  build  and 
ftrengthen  it  with  much  Diligence  ;  and  a  new  Charter  being  fent  over  to  the 
Corporation,  and  a  gilt  Sword  to  the  Mayor  in  1615,  this  City  afiiimed  the 
Name  of  LONDONDERRY.  Doctor  John  Tanner  was  then  Bifhop, 
and  the  firfi:  buried  in  the  new  Cathedral  In  fucceeding  Times,  as  the  Value 
of  their  Grant  more  clearly  appeared,  new  Complaints  were  raifed  againfl  the 
Managers  for  the  City  of  London,  and  the  Companies,  which  produced  feve- 
ral  royal  Commifiions  of  Inquiry  in  this  and  in  the  fucceeding  Reign,  particu¬ 
larly  one  to  Sir  Thomas  Philips,  whofe  Report  thereon  is  extant  a.  At  length, 
on  a  Suit  commenced  in  the  Star-Chamber,  Judgment  was  given  in  1636 
againfi:  the  Londoners,  and  their  Eftates  thereupon  fequeftered.  In  1637,  Sir 
Thomas  Fotherley  and  Sir  Ralph  Whitfield  were  impowered  by  the  Crown 
to  let  Leafes  of  thefe  Lands.  In  1640  the  Parliament,  by  their  Refolutions, 
declared  all  thefe  Proceedings  illegal,  null,  and  void.  The  City,  however,  did 
not  recover  Pofieflion  till  16^5,  and  held  it,  as  all  Property  was  then  held,  in  a 
very  precarious  Manner  h.  But,  foon  after  the  Reftoration,  1662,  his  Majefly 
King  Charles  the  Second  granted  a  new  Charter,  under  which  this  noble 
Colony  quickly  began  to  raiie  its  Head  again,  and  has  ever  fince  moil  profper- 
oufly  proceeded  c. 

It  is  no  way  necefiary  to  enter  into  a  particular  Defcription  of  this  fmall 
City,  becaufe  it  has  been  very  often,  and  very  accurately,  done  already.  It  is 
fufficient  to  lay,,  that  though  not  large,  it  is  very  neat  and  beautiful,  built  for 
the  moft  part  of  Free  Stone,  with  a  large  Church,  fpacious  Market-Place,  and 
a  beautiful  Stone  Quay,  to  which  come  up  Vefifels  of  considerable  Burthen  d. 

y  Selden’s  Titles  of  Honour,  P.  ii.  chap.  v.  p.  679 — 687.  Franklancl’s  Annals  of  King  Janes's 
Reign,  p.  8.  Markham’s  Book  of  Honor,  or  five  Decades  of  Epiflles  of  Honor,  A.  D.  1695. 
Decad.  hi.  Epift.  8.  p.  112. 

2  Strype’s  Edition  of  Stowe’s  Survey  of  London,  A  D.  1616.  Roberti  Johnftoni,  Rerum 
Britannicarum,  Hiftoriae,  lib.  xiv.  p.  456.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  the  Bifhops  of  Ireland,  p.  492. 

*  See  the  original  Commifiions,  with  Pinnar’s  Survey,  Sir  Thomas  Philips's  Report,  and  other 
curious  Papers  on  this  SubjeCt,  in  Mr.'Harris’s  Collection,  Intitled  Hibernica,  Dublin,  1747, 

Folio. 

b  Earl  of  Strafford’s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  8,  25,41,  53,  65,  78,  91,96.  Rufhworth’s  Collec¬ 
tions,  vol.  i.  P.  hi.  p.  379.  Sir  Richard  Cox’s  Hiffory  of  Ireland,  vol.  ii.  P.  ii.  p.  2. 

c  This  noble  Eftate  is  under  the  Direction  of  a  Governor,  Deputy,  and  Affiltants,  annually 
eleCted  by  the  Common  Council  of  London. 

d  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  ii.  §.  4.  p.  14,  15,.  Defcription  of  the  Place,  prefixed  to 
DoCtor  Walker’s  Account  of  the  Siege.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialism  p.  23, 

it 
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It  is  famous  for  having  refilled  the  collected  Strength  of  the  Irifh  in  the  Year 
J649,  when  the  whole  Kingdom  was  in  their  Hands,  this  City  and  Dublin 
only  excepted,  and  both  befieged  e,  as  well  as  for  the  noble  Defence  it  made  at 
the  Revolution,  for  one  hundred  and  five  Days,  under  the  fevered  Famine, 
again!!  a  numerous  Army  f.  It  is  in  ail  refpedts  wonderfully  well  feated  in 
regard  to  the  adjacent  Counties,  for  commanding  an  inland  Trade,  which  has 
increaled  amazingly  fince  the  Edablidiment  throughout  the  County,  now  one 
of  the  mod  flouridling  and  populous  in  Ireland  of  the  Linnen  Manufactory. 
It  alfo  enjoys,  or  rather  might  enjoy,  a  mod  advantageous  Fidiery,  and  dands 
exceedingly  well  for  carrying  on  a  very  extenflve  foreign  Commerce  with  New 
England,  and  the  Northern  Colonies  more  efpecialiy ;  notwithdanding  all 
which,  and  its  being  a  County  Town,  it  is  far  from  having  at  prefent  fo  large 
a  Proportion  of  Shipping  and  Commerce  as  might  be  wifhed,  and  as  in  all 
Probability  it  mud  acquire  in  fucceeding  Times  g.  In  order  to  prevent  thefe 
Remarks  from  appearing  either  intricate  or  inconfident,  it  is  requiflte  to 
oblerve,  that  the  Commerce  of  Ireland  at  prefent  depends  chiefly  upon  Provi- 
iions,  which  cannot  be  fupplied  from  a  manufacturing  County,  where  the 
indudrious  Natives  purchafe  and  confume  all  that  are  railed ;  but  in  Procefs 
of  Time,  that  Manufacture  which  has  already  produced  Plenty  in  the  Place 
of  Indigence,  will  alfo,  with  the  fame  Certainty,  and  in  the  fame  Proportion, 
fupply  Materials  for  Commerce,  and,  by  making  the  People  in  general  wealthy, 
enable  them  to  profit  by  ail  the  Advantages  which  their  admirable  Situation 
affords  h. 

We  have  now  made  the  Tour  of  three  of  the  Provinces  of  Ireland,  and  we 
can  only  fpeakin  general  Terms  of  the  fourth.  Connaught,  though  the  lead, 
is  notwithdanding  a  very  large  Country ;  and  though  it  may  be  deficient  in 
Grain,  and  in  fome  other  relpeCts,  yet  upon  the  whole  it  may  be  very  judly 
edeemed  a  rich  and  fruitful  Province,  and,  from  the  Produce  of  fome  Parts  of 
it,  there  are  jud  Grounds  to  fuppofe  that  the  red  might  be  improved,  and 
fpeedily  too,  with  a  moderate  Share  of  Indudry,  to  a  State  far  beyond  its  pre¬ 
fent  Condition  h  But,  except  the  Shannon,  which  divides  it  from  the  Pro- 

e  The  Hiftory  of  the  execrable  Irifh  Rebellion,  London,  16S0,  Fol.  p.  217.  Heath’s  Chro¬ 
nicle  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  239,  242.  Clarendon’s  Hiflorical  View  of  the  Affairs  of  Ireland, 
p.  1 18. 

f  A  true  Account  of  the  Siege  of  Londonderry,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  George  Walker,  1689,  40. 
Life  of  King  William,  p.  238,  239.  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hifforian,  vol.  i.  p.  367,  368. 

s  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  23.  Eflay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland. 
Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  v. 

h  In  moft  Countries  where  Commerce  conflds  chiefly  in  Proviflons,  there  will  be  a  few,  who 
from  their  Property  in  Land,  may  be  luxurious  and  expeufive,  while  the  People  in  general  are  low, 
illiterate,  and  miferable.  But  where  the  Produce  of  the  Country  is  confirmed  by  Labourers  and 
Manufadfurers,  Property  is  more  equally  divided,  few  are  exorbitantly  rich,  and  fewer  jftill  are 
wretchedly  poor. 

1  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  755,  75 6.  Sir  James  Ware’s  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  chap.  v.  Hey- 
lin’s  Cofmography,  p.  297. 
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vinces  of  Leinfter  and  Munfter,  and  the  Suck,  which  falls  into  the  Shannon, 
there  are  no  large  Rivers  in  this  Province  k.  It  is  indeed  true  that  it  has  a 
very  extenflve  Sea  Coaft,  and,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  next  Chapter,  many  con¬ 
venient  Bays,  and  fome  very  good  Ports,  with  a  Situation  very  favourable  for  a 
Correfpondence  with  different  Parts  of  the  World ;  notwithftanding  which, 
inland  Trade  is,  in  Comparifon  of  other  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  but  very  languid, 
and  foreign  Commerce  nothing  comparable  to  what  might  be  expe&ed.  This 
renders  it  another  very  capital  Inftance  of  the  Truth  of  our  Dodtrine,  that  a 
Country  is  more  or  lefs  improveable,  according  to  the  Number,  the  Nature, 
and  the  Difpofition  of  its  Rivers ;  which  will,  with  far  greater  Probability  and 
Perfpicuity  appear,  if  we  enter  a  little  deeper  into  fome  Particulars  concern¬ 
ing  it  K 

There  are  in  this  Province  but  very  few  large  Towns ;  and  it  is  only  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  thefe  that  the  Country  is  in  any  tolerable  Degree  culti¬ 
vated.  Manufactures  have  fcarce  been  introduced  ;  and,  in  confequence  of 
this,  the  Country,  or  the  greateft  Part  at  leaft,  is  but  very  thinly  peopled  m. 
This  will  be  rendered  clear  to  a  Demonftration,  if  we  confider,  that  in  Con¬ 
naught  are  contained  upwards  of  two  millions  and  two  hundred  thoufand  Irifti 
Plantation  Acres,  and  yet  perhaps  throughout  this  extenfive  Space,  the  N  umber 
of  Houfes  are  not  quite  five  times  fo  many  as  there  are  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 
In  fhort,  we  may  reckon  in  Connaught  about  forty-feven  Acres  to  a  Family, 
which  is  more  than  twice  as  many  as  there  are  in  the  Provinces  of  Leinfter 
or  Ulfter.  To  reduce  thefe  Calculations  ftill  more,  and  make  the  Proportion 
as  evident  and  inconteftible  as  poflible,  though  the  Province  of  Connaught 
contain  one-fifth  of  the  whole  Ifland,  yet  it  has  not  one-eighth  of  the  Houfes 
or  Inhabitants;  and  there  is  no  queftion  that  the  Value  of  Property  is  alfo  at, 
or  much  below,  the  fame  Rate  n.  But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  it  is  far  from 
being  impoflible  that  this  Province  fhould  be  improved  in  fucceeding  Times, 
not  only  very  much  beyond  what  it  now  is,  but  alfo,  which  would  be  of  infinite 
Confequence  to  Britain,  as  well  as  to  Ireland,  nearly,  if  not  equal,  to  any  of  the 
reft  For  there  are  feveral  fmall  Rivers,  and  fome  very  large  Lakes,  which, 
by  the  Afliftance  of  Canals,  might  be  made  very  ferviceable  to  Trade,  that  is, 
to  the  fettling  a  generaFand  eafy  Communication  between  all  Parts  of  the 
Country,  which  would  loon  attract  Manufactures  of  different  Kinds ;  and  in 

*  Ireland’s  Natural  Iliflory,  chap.  viii.  §.  2.  Spenfer’s  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland.  Prefentr 
State  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv.  §.  1 . 

1  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails.  Sir  William  Petty’s  Anatomy  of  Ireland.  Lawrence’s 
Interell  of  Ireland. 

m  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden.  See  the  Article  Connaught  in  Collier’s 
Geographical  and  Hiflorical  Dictionary.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  v. 

«  Thefe  Computations  are  made  by  the  Help  of  Tables  framed  from  thofe  of  Arthur  Dobbs, 
Efq;  and  other  later  Writers,  on  this  SubjeCK 

0  This  is  the  Province  in  which  the  People  retain  moll  of  their  ancient  Manners,  and  at  the 
fame  time  lies  mofl  open  to  foreign  Invaiions. 
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the  Mountains  of  this  Country  there  are  Mines  of  feveral  Sorts,  that  might  be 
wrought  to  Profit  p,  and  no  doubt  will  be  fo,  when  that  Spirit  of  Indudry, 
which  has  done  fo  much  in  other  Places,  having  fewer  Materials  to  work  upon 
in  them,  begins  to  exert  itfelf  here,  and  the  fird  Undertakers  find  their  Ac¬ 
count,  in  employing  their  Endeavours  to  bring  fo  vad  a  Didridt  to  yield  its  due 
Proportion  to  the  public  Income. 

We  have  already  defcribed  the  Courfe  of  the  noble  River  Shannon,  the 
larged:  in  this  Illand,  and,  all  Circumdances  confidered,  one  of  the  fined  in 
the  Britidi  Dominions,  not  only  on  account  of  its  rolling  two  hundred  Miles, 
but  alfo  of  its  great  Depth  in  mod  Places,  and  the  Gentlenefs  of  its  Current, 
by  which  it  might  be  made  exceedingly  ferviceable  to  the  Improvement  of 
the  Country,  the  Communication  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  of  Confequence  to 
•the  promoting  inland  Trade  through  the  greated  Part  of  its  long  Courfe  q. 
But  the  peculiar  Prerogative  of  the  Shannon  is  its  Situation,  running  from 
North  to  South,  and  feparating  the  Province  of  Connaught  from  thole  of  Lein- 
der  and  Munder,  and  of  Confequence  dividing  the  greated  Part  of  Ireland, 
into  what  lies  on  the  Ead,  and  what  is  fituated  on  the  Wed  of  that  River, 
watering  in  its  Pafiage  the  valuable,  though  unimproved  County  of  Leitrim, 
the  plentiful  Shire  of  Rofcommon,  the  fruitful  Country  of  Galway,  and  the 
pleafant  County  of  Clare,  in  Connaught  r  5  the  fmall,  but  fine  Shire  of  Long¬ 
ford,  Kings  County,  and  the  fertile  County  of  Wedmeath,  in  Leinder ;  the 
populous  County  of  Tipperary,  the  fpacious  Shire  of  Limerick,  and  the  rough, 
but  pleafant,  County  of  Kerry,  in  Munder ;  vifiting  ten  Counties  in  its  Paf- 
fage,  and  having  on  its  Banks  at  prefent  (which  I  mention,  that  Poderity  may 
remark  more  eafily  fucceeding  Improvements)  the  following  remarkable  Places, 
viz.  Leitrim,  Jamedovvn,  Lanefborough,  Athlone,  Clonefert,  Killaloe,  and  the 
City  of  Limerick  s  ;  at  full  twenty  Leagues  below  which  Place,  fpreading  gra¬ 
dually  feveral  Miles  in  Extent,  lb  that  lome  have  confidered  this  Expanfion  as 
a  Lake,  it  at  lad  joins  its  Waters  to  the  Sea,  being  navigable  all  that  Way, 
for  the  larged  Veflels.  It  may  perhaps  be  doubtful  whether,  even  in  this 
Country,  where  fuch  Communications  are  to  be  made  with  more  Eafe  than  in 
mod  others,  any  Canal  could  be  fo  contrived  as  to  connedt  its  Navigation  with 
that  of  the  Northern  Counties  t.  But  this  is  evident,  that  when  the  propofed 

p  Ireland’s  Natural  Hillory,  chap.  xvi.  §.5.  A  Profped  of  the  State  of  Ireland,  by  Peter 
Wallh,  p.  443.  Difcourfe  of  the  Mines  in  Ireland,  among!!  the  Bifhop  of  Clogher’s  MS.  in 
Trinity-College  Library,  at  Dublin. 

q  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  122,  123.  Girald.  Cambrenf.  Topograph. 
Hibernia,  did.  i.  cap.  6.  Camden i  Hibernia,  p.  775. 

r  See  the  Article  Shannon  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranfiatioji  of 
Camden. 

8  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiftory,  chap.  viii.  §.  1.  Spenfer’s  Fairy  Queen,  book  iv.  canto  if. 
ftanza  41.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  xi. 

1  But  we  mud  alfo  remember,  that  the  Communication  by  Sea  is  fo  ihort  and  eafy,  between  the 
Northern  and  Wcftern  Parts  of  Ireland,  that  Inch  a  Canal  would  be  lefs  neceflary. 

•  •  •  \  >  *  r  t 
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Communication  fhall  be  effected  between  the  Counties  on  both  Sides  of  this 
River  and  Dublin,  and  all  the  neceffary  Improvements  made  of  which  the 
Shannon  is  capable,  the  Weftern  Counties  of  Ireland  will  receive  prodigious 
Advantages,  and  the  whole  domedic  Trade  of  the  Ifland  be  rendered  far  eafier, 
greater,  and  more  advantageous,  than  it  is  at  prefent  u.  This  would  afford  fuch 
Encouragement  to  the  Cultivation  of  thofe  four  Counties  in  Connaught,  that 
enjoy  the  Benefit  of  this  River,  as  could  not  fail  of  bringing  them  very  fpeedilv 
into  a  flourifhing  Condition  ;  as  this  again  would  undoubtedly  operate  in  favour 
of  the  maritime  Counties,  by  fupplying  Materials  for  foreign  Commerce, 
which  would  then  become  alike  practicable  and  profitable ;  to  which  we  mav 
add,  that  the  Southern  Part  of  the  Ifland  muff  be  alfo  greatly  benefited,  and 
new  Towns  arife  on  both  Sides  of  that  immenfe  Harbour,  for  in  effeCt  it  is 
all  an  Harbour,  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Shannon  up  to  the  City  of  Limerick, 
in  which,  though  there  are  many  Iflands,  yet  there  are  few  or  no  Rocks, 
Shoals,  or  other  Impediments,  to  that  extenfive  Navigation,  which  would 
neceffarily  arife  from  this  Country’s  being  thus  improved  w. 

The  ancient  and  noble  City  of  Limerick,  called,  by  the  Irifh,  Lumneach, 
is  generally  looked  upon  as  the  Capital  of  the  rich  and  lpacious  Province  of 
Munfter,  and  has  been  always  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal  Marts,  and  at 
the  fame  time  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Places  in  the  whole  Kingdom  x.  It 
Hands  partly  on  an  Ifland  in  the  Shannon,  and  is  divided  into  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Town,  united  by  a  ffately  Bridge  In  the  former  is  the  Cathedral ; 
but  both  have  been,  in  all  Times  to  which  Hiflory  reaches,  well  built,  well 
inhabited,  and  well  fortified  ;  fo  that  the  Poffeffion  of  this  City  was  condantly 
looked  upon  as  a  Point  of  great  Confequence,  in  all  the  inteftine  Wars  with 
which  this  poor  Kingdom  has  been  fo  frequently  and  terribly  afHiCted  *.  The 
Irifh  poffeffed  themfelves  of  it  early  in  the  grand  Rebellion,  and  held  it  the 
longed:  of  any  except  Galway,  being  furrendered  to  Lieutenant-General  Ire- 
ton,  then  diled  Deputy  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  on  the  27^  of  October, 
3651,  after  the  Defeat  of  the  lad:  Army  the  Irffh  could  bring  into  the  Field 
for  its  Relief3.  In  the  War  which  followed  the  Revolution,  it  was  befieged 
by  King  William  in  Perfon,  who,  by  a  Series  of  unfortunate  Accidents,  was 

u  See  what  is  hereafter  faid  of  the  Schemes  of  the  Legiflature  in  Ireland  on  this  Head,  and  the 
Meafures  they  have  taken,  in  order  to  carry  thefe  Schemes  into  Execution. 

w  Ireland’s  Natural  Hiflory,  chap.  ii.  §.  7.  Earl  of  Orrery’s  State  Letters,  p.  147.  EfTay  on 
the  Improvement  of  the  Trade  of  Ireland. 

x  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  742.  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  iii.  book  3.  chap.  5.  p.  157. 
Warei  Antiquitates  Hibernicae,  p.  322,  323,  324,  325. 

y  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  P.  iv.  fol.  139,  with  a  Print  of  the  old  City.  See 
the  Article  of  Limerick  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Earl  of  Orrery’s  State  Letters,  p.  144. 

*  Giraldi  Cambrenfis  Hibernia  Expugnata,  lib.  ii.  cap.  36.  Doftor  Keating’s  General  Hiflory 
of  Ireland,  p.  544.  Gratiani  Lucii  Cambrenfis,  Everfus,  p.  328. 

a  Earl  of  Clarendon’s  Hiflorical  View  of  the  Affairs  of  Ireland,  p.  237.  Ludlow’s  Memoirs, 
vol.  i.  p.  372.  Morrice’s  Memoirs  of  Roger,  Earl  of  Orrery,  p.  18,  19. 
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obliged  to  raile  the  Siege  Auguft  30,  1690L  It  was,  however,  at  length' 
reduced  by  General  Ginlde,  to  whom  it  furrendered  in  October,  1691,  when 
two  Capitulations  were  figned,  one  with  the  Lords  Juftices,  Sir  George  Porter, 
Knight,  and  Thomas  Koningffiy,  Efq;  and  Baron  Ginkle,  in  refpeCt  to  civil 
Affairs  j  and  the  other,  regarding  military  Affairs  only,  with  the  General,  Baron- 
Ginkle,  alone,  which  opened  a  Way  to  the  intire  Settlement  of  the  King¬ 
dom  c. 

At  this  Time  Limerick,  enjoying  all  its  ancient  Privileges  and  Prerogatives, 
is  a  large,  elegant,  and  populous  City,  juftly  reputed  the  third  in  Ireland,  is  the 
chief  Place  in  the  County  of  its  own  Name,  one  of  the  fmeft  and  the  beft  peopled- 
in  the  Province,  well  fortified,  and  having  conftantly  a  good  Garrifon  ;  and  the 
Governor  is  commonly  a  General  Officer  d.  For  the  farther  Security  of  this 
very  important  Place,  it  has  been  provided  by  Statute,  that  no  Papifts,  except' 
Labourers  and  Fiffiermen,  ffiall  refide  therein  as  Houfekeepers ;  nor  are  thefe 
to  rent  any  Tenement  of  above  forty  Shillings  a  Year  e..  In  refpefb  to  Com¬ 
merce,  there  is  a  Cuftom-Houfe,  with  a  proper  Effabliffiment,  and  a  fine 
Quay.  But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  and  though  the  City  has  thriven  very 
much  during  the  laft  Century,  and  increafed  a  feventh  Part  in  the  Number  of 
Houfes  within  thefe  twenty-five  Years,  yet  the  inland  Trade,  and  much  more 
the  foreign  Commerce  of  Limerick,  is,  at  prefent,  nothing  comparable  to  whar 
in  fucceeding  Times  may  be  juftly  expected,  from  the  Excellence  of  its  Situa¬ 
tion,  and  thole  eminent  national  Improvements,  which,  in  confequence  of  true 
Principles  of  Policy,  fincerely  embraced  and  fteadily  purfued,  are  now  not 
barely  propofed,  but  a&ually  carrying  on  f  For  this  being,  at  leaft,  the  com— 
mercial  Center  of  thefe  two  great  and  wealthy  Provinces,  Munfter  and  Con¬ 
naught,  and,  with  refpedt  to  the  latter,  lying  very  commodioufly  Tor  carry¬ 
ing  on  an  Intercourfe  between  it  and  the  Country  to  the  South  of  Dublin, 
there  is  no  Doubt  to  be  made,  as  that  large  Province  is  gradually,  and  in  its- 
Turn,  cultivated  and  improved,  the  Trade  and  Correfpondence  of  Limerick 
mu  ft  in  virtue  thereof  prodigioufly  increafe,  and  from  thence,  in  Procefs  of 
Time  alfo,  its  foreign  Commerce,  by  the  Export  of  all  thofe  Commodities  and 
Manufactures  which  the  Encouragement  of  Induftry,  and  the  many  good  Laws 
for  the  Amendment  of  the  Roads  in  this  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  and  to  this 

b  Bifhop’s  Kennet’s  Complete  Hlltory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  605.  Bilhop  Burnet’s  Hiftory  of 
his  own  Times,  vol.  ii.  p  59.  Life  of  King  William  III.  p.  282. 

c  Thefe  Particulars  are  drawn  from  the  following  authentic  Piece,  “  A  Diary  of  the  Siege  and 
“  Surrender  of  Limerick,  with  the  Articles  at  large,  both  civil  and  military,  Publifhed  by  Au- 

“  thority,  London,  1692,  40.” 

d  Sir  William  Petty’s  Anatomy  of  Ireland,  p„  186.  Lawrence’s  Interefl  of  Ireland,  P.  ii. 
p.  161.  Civil  and  Military  Eftablifhment  in  Ireland. 

c  Stat  ii.  Ann.  cap.  6.  §.  24.  &  31. 

f  See  what  is  already  faid,  and  alfo  what  follows,  in  regard  to  the  ACts  palled  in  Ireland,  for 
promoting  Tillage  and  inland  Navigation. 
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.very  City  in  particular,  will  certainly  produce  g.  A  Circumflance  the  rather  to 
be  regarded,  as  the  Advantages  that  might  be  derived  from  this  Port  were 
long  ago  forefeen  h,  though  prevented  by  that  Series  of  inteftine  Confufon, 
to  which  this  Ifland  has  been  expofed;  and  referved  for  our  Times,  or  at  lead:  ia 
confequence  of  Laws  paffed  in  our  Times,  to  be  at  length  fully  accompli fhed. 
A  Thing  fo  much  the  more  to  be  wifhed,  as  this  would  turn  to  abundantly 
greater  Benefit  than  the  Conqueft  of  any  Diftridt  in  Europe,  or  the  Acquifition 
of  vaft  Countries  in  remoter  Parts  of  the  World. 


To  conclude  this  Subject  in  fo  plain  and  perfpicuous  a  Manner,  as  that  the 
Reader  may  be  fully  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  all  that  we  have  advanced,  we 
imufl  obferve,  that  almofl  from  the  /Era  of  the  Englifh  firft  fettling  in  Ire¬ 
land,  they  faw  well  enough  the  value  of  navigable  Rivers,  the  improving 
thofe  that  were,  and  the  attempting  to  render  navigable  fuch  as  were  not. 
In  order  to  this,  they  procured  feveral  good  Laws  to  be  made  i  j  and  there 
were,  no  doubt,  Seafons  in  which  they  endeavoured  to  carry  thefe  into  Execu¬ 
tion.  But,  on  the  one  hand,  fo  long  as  they  were  Conquerors  only  of  differ¬ 
ent  Parts,  and  not  Matters  of  the  Whole,  the  Natives  had  a  counter  Intereft, 
which  induced  them  not  only  to  negledt  fuch  Improvements  themfelves,  but 
£o  prevent  them  like  wife  as  far  as  lay  in  their  Power,  becaufe  the  Freedom  of 
Communication,  and  the  penetrating  eafily  into  all  Parts  of  the  Country,  was 
what  they  confidered  as  diredtly  oppofite  to  the  Meafures  neceffary  for  their 
own  Defence,  and  the  Support  of  that  Independence  which  they  always 
affedted  k.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Wars  that  fo  frequently  difturbed  this  Ifland, 
and  the  many  Alterations  which  thefe  occafioned,  made  the  Englifh  them¬ 
felves,  during  fuch  Scenes  of  Confufion,  lofe  Sight  of  this  Advantage,  or  at 
leaf!  hindered  them  from  profecuting  effectually  the  Schemes  that,  in  more 
quiet  Times,  they  had  formed  for  that  Purpofe  1.  But,  whenever  thefe  Sea¬ 
fons  of  Tranquillity  returned,  we  find  them  conftantly  refuming  fuch  Inten¬ 
tions  and  as  it  fometimes  happened  that  Men  of  patriot  Difpofitions,  and 
who  really  wifbed  well  to  the  Interefts  of  the  Country  and  its  Inhabitants, 
were  either  intruded  with  Power,  or  acquired  fuch  a  Meafure  of  Pro¬ 
perty  as  enabled  them  to  carry  thefe  Intentions,  in  fome  Degree,  into  Execu¬ 
tion  m ;  here  and  there,  at  different  Times,  fo  much  was  done  in  this  Matter 


g  See  the  following  Statutes,  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  22..  11  Geo.  II.  cape  18.  15  Geo.  II.  cap.  n, 

47  Geo.  II.  cap.  13.  25  Geo.  II.  cap.  15. 

E  Earl  of  Strafford’s  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  105.  Earl  of  Orrery’s  State  Letters,  p.  84,  85. 

1  Stat.  xxv.  Edw.  III.  Stat.  iv.  cap.  4.  45.  Edw.  III.  cap.  iii.  1.  Hen.  IV.  cap.  xii.  12. 

Edw.  IV.  cap.  vii.  §.  3.  28.  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  xxii.  §.  1,  2. 

k  Confult,  as  to  the  Cufloms  and  Manners  of  the  old  Irifti,  Stanihurft,  Spenfer,  Camden,  Mory- 
fon,  O  Flaherty,  Wallh,  and  Keating. 

1  In  the  Civil  Wars  in  the  Reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Charles  I.  the  Englifh  Protcf- 
fants  were  obliged  to  deftroy  fome,  and  fufpend  all  Improvements. 

m  Such  as  the  Sidneys,  St.  Johns,  Boyles,  Wandesfords,  Careys,  BagQals,  Tichbournes,  and 
many  more  that  might  be  mentioned. 

M  2.  as. 
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as  plainly  fettled  the  Point,  from  the  Light  of  Experience  as  well  as  Reafon  * 
for,  whenever  this  happened,  the  Benefits  that  followed  it  were  fo  fudden 
and  fo  apparent,  and  the  State  of  the  Countries,  thus  improved,  fo  very  different, 
when  compared  with  others  where  it  could  not  be  effe&ed,  that  the  Dodrine 
was  alike  confirmed  by  the  Succefs  with  which  it  was  attended,  and  by  the 
Inconveniencies  that  evidently  flowed  from  the  want  of  it  in  other  Cafes* 
Such,  however,  were  the  mifchievous  EfFeds  of  the  untoward  Viciflitudes 
to  which  the  Affairs  of  this  Nation  for  a  long  Series  of  Years  were  expofed, 
that,  after  all  the  Endeavours  in  the  Reigns  of  James  and  Charles  the  Firft, 
and  the  feveral  like  Attempts  after  the  Reftoration  n,  in  both  which  Periods 
the  Advantages  of  Ireland  were  fometimes  very  attentively  confidered,  fo  it 
fell  out,  that  by  an  authentic  Account,  taken  almoft  at  the  Clofe  of  the  laft 
Century  °,  all  the  Seafaring  People,  including  alfo  fuch  as  were  engaged  in  the 
inland  Navigation,  fell  fhort  of  four  thoufand  five  hundred,  and  we  may  fay, 
with  Truth,  not  a  little  fhort  of  what  are  now  employed  in  and  about  the  Angle 
Port  of  Dublin.  Such  an  amazing  Progrefs  has  been  made  in  little  more 
than  half  a  Century,  fince  this  Ifland  enjoyed  uninterrupted  Tranquillity,  and 
the  Arts  of  Peace  and  civil  Improvement  have  been  cultivated  by  Men  of  Pro¬ 
perty,  acquiring  daily,  from  Experience,  more  and  more  Skill  in  both. 

In  the  Beginning  of  his  late  Majefty’s  Reign,  this  important  Point  came  to 
be  exprefly  and  maturely  confidered,  in  the  Place  and  by  the  Perfons  who 
could  alone  command  all  the  Lights  that  are  neceffary  to  judge  of  it  with  Pro¬ 
priety,  and  had  at  the  fame  time  the  Power  of  doing  what  ought  to  be  done, 
to  carry  what,  upon  obtaining  thofe  Lights,  and  judging  of  their  Utility,  they 
thought  reafonable,  into  Execution  p.  In  confequence  of  this,  and,  which  was 
very  natural,  fixing  their  Eyes  firft  on  the  Navigation  of  the  Shannon,  the 
Legiflature  paffed  an  Ad:  q,  with  a  view  to  remove  every  Impediment  in  the 
Paflage  by  that  River  between  the  Town  of  Carrick  Drumrufk,  in  the  County 
of  Leitrim,  and  the  City  of  Limerick.  In  order  to  which  they  appointed  cer¬ 
tain  Commiflloners  or  Undertakers,  who  are  named  in  the  Ad,  armed  them 
with  large  Powers,  who  were  (at  their  own  Cofc  and  Charges)  with  all  pofllble 
Diligence,  to  profecute  this  great  and  good  Delign  with  Effed,  and,  by  the  fame 
Law,  enabled  them  to  fix  certain  Tolls  and  Duties  for  the  Repayment  of  the 
Expence,  and  for  the  Support  of  the  Works,  that  for  this  Purpofe  fhould  be 
requiflte.  But,  after  all  this  was  done,  and,  notwithstanding  any  unforefeen 

n  By  the  Lords  Montjoy  and  Grandifon,  the  Earls  of  Cork  and  Strafford,  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
and  the  Earls  of  Eflex  and  Orrery. 

0  Captain  South’s  Return  of  the  Seafaring  People  in  Ireland,  A.  D.  1697,  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadlions,  N0>  cclxi.  p.  519. 

p  This  Adi  was  grounded  upon  the  Advantages  that  would  immediately  arife  to  fo  many  differ] 
ent  Counties,  by  rendering  the  Shannon  navigable  above  Limerick. 

<3  Stat.  ii.  Geo.  I.  cap.  12.  extremely  full  and  plain  in  reference  to.  the  great  Objedt,  and  no  lefs 
tender,  in  many  Refpedts,  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjedt, 

Defeats 
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Defe&s  in  the  firft  Law,  were  amended  by  fubfequent  Adis  g  planned  with 
great  Care  and  Deliberation,  and  which  manifefled  much  Zeal  and  public  Spi¬ 
rit,  yet  all  this  Vigour  and  Diligence  proved  ineffectual,  and  they  law  at  laft, 
that  with  the  belt  Intentions  poffible,  and  with  all  the  Skill  and  Pains  that 
could  be  employed,  private  Men,  and  private  Purfes,  though  affifted  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  higheft  Authority,  were  Inftruments  altogether  inadequate  to  an 
Undertaking  of  this  Kind ;  which  fhews  that  Things  the  moft  laudable  in  their 
Nature,  even  when  conducted  by  national  Wifdom,  are  not  always  with  Faci¬ 
lity  to  be  brought  about  s.  It  redounds,  therefore,  to  the  juft  and  immortal 
Honour  of  the  Senate  of  Ireland,  that  they  were  not  difcouraged  by  thefe  Dif¬ 
ficulties,  or  deterred  by  the  repeated  Difappointments  they  met  with,  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  remove  them,  but  from  a  full  Perfuaffon  of  the  great  Importance 
and  public  Utility  of  the  Scheme  they  had  formed,  and  having  a  juft  Con¬ 
fidence  in  their  own  Power,  perfifted  fteadily  in  their  Efforts  to  bring  it  to 
that  Perfection  which  was  originally  propofed,  and  which  the  whole  Nation  fo 
earneftly  defired  to  fee  accomplifhed  L 

It  was,  however,  by  a  Concurrence  of  unlucky  Accidents,  delayed  for 
many  Years,  and,  after  all,  referved  for  the  prefent  Reign  to  fee  this  excellent 
Scheme  put  into  a  proper  Method,  and  thereby  rendered  as  effectual  towards 
national  Happinefs,  as  the  Conception  of  it  was  an  indubitable  Proof  of  true 
Patriotifm,  and  genuine  public  Spirit.  It  is  of  the  greater  Confequence  for 
me  to  let  this  Matter  in  a  full  Light,  becaule  thefe  repeated  ACts  of  the  Irifh 
Legiflature,  are  fo  many  authentic  Teftimonies  of  the  Truth  of  that  DoCtrine 
which  I  have  been  labouring  to  maintain  u.  They  faw,  and  were  convinced  of 
its  public  Utility,  and  were  from  thence  defirous  of  feeing  it  carried  into  Prac¬ 
tice;  which  they  likewife  knew  muft  be  within  the  Compafs  of  their  own 
Power,  when  properly  applied.  If  they  failed  more  than  once  in  their  Effors, 
this  ought  to  be  attributed  to  their  having  no  Precedent  to  follow,  which  is  a 
Circumftance  that  deferves  to  be  regarded  w.  By  their  inflexible  Perfeverance 
and  conftant  Inquiries,  they  drew  from  thofe  very  Difappointments  the  neceffary 
Lights  they  originally  wanted,  and,  by  adhering  to  their  firft  Principle,  but 

r  Stat.  viii.  Geo.  I.  cap.  6.  repealed  by  the  fucceeding  Statutes,  which,  inflead  of  Under¬ 
takers,  eltablilhed  a  Corporation. 

3  It  is  not  the  Plainnefs  and  general  Utility  of  a  Defign,  that  contributes,  always,  to  render  it 
pra&icable,  as  appears  by  our  Laws  in  relation  to  Wool,  for  regulating  the  Militia,  and  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  draining  the  Fens. 

1  As  foon  as  a  Law  palled  for  removing  the  Obflruffions  which  prevented  the  Navigation  of 
the  Shannon  above  Limerick,  the  Eyes  of  the  whole  Nation  were  opened  in  regard  to  the  general 
Do&rine,  and  this  produced  an  Extenfion  of  the  Scheme. 

u  It  is  in  this  refpefl,  that  thefe  Laws  are  to  be  confidered,  as  fo  many  Attempts,  to  carry  one 
great  Point  of  genuine  Policy,  as  far  as  it  will  go. 

w  This  is  not  fpoken  in  regard  to  the  Scheme  for  improving  the  Shannon,  but  of  the  more 
extended  Plan  which  that  Delign,  as  we  Ihall  fee,  produced. 

’*  '  varying. 
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varying,  as  Reafon  and  Experience  taught  them,  from  their  primary  Plan, 
they  gradually  arrived  at  that  Perfection  which  they  always  had  in  view, 
and  have  not  only  accomplifhed  their  Point,  and  overcome  all  Obftacles,  but 
have  like  wife  fupplied  that  Precedent  to  others  which  was  wanting  to  them- 
felves,  and  have  eftablifhed  a  Model  for  the  Improvement  of  all  Countries, 
that  Nature  has  rendered  capable  of  being  improved  in  this  RefpeCt,  which 
will  be  of  univerfal  Utility  j  and  therefore,  though  Ireland  (as  indeed  fhe 
ought)  reaps  the  immediate  Benefit  of  thefe  excellent  Laws,  yet,  in  their  Na¬ 
ture,  Spirit,  and  Method,  they  may  be  juflly  confidered  as  fo  many  inftru&ive 
Leffons  to  Mankind  *.  Under  a  full  Perfuafion  of  this,  I  thought  it  my  Duty 
to  place  the  Defign  in  fo  ilrong  a  Point  of  View,  and  from  a  very  fuccindt 
Account  of  the  Subfiance  of  thefe  Laws,  I  entertain  no  Doubt  that  the  judi¬ 
cious  Reader  will,  upon  that  Evidence,  be  of  my  Opinion  y. 

Instead  of  the  Commifhoners  or  Undertakers  who  were  at  firft  appointed 
for  completing  the  Navigation  of  the  Shannon  z,  they  have  created  a  new 
and  perpetual  Council,  to  fuperintend  the  moil  important  national  Improve- 
jments,  under  the  Title  of  “  The  Corporation  for  promoting  and  carrying  on 
<£  an  Inland  Navigation  in  Ireland,”  compofed  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
or  Chief  Governor,  the  Archbifhop  of  Armagh,  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord 
Keeper,  the  three  other  Archbifhops,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  for  the  time  being,  and  twenty  Commiffioners  from  each  of  the  four 
Provinces  in  Ireland,  with  a  Power  of  filling  up  Vacancies,  as  they  fhall  hap¬ 
pen,  by  Election  a.  They  have  next  provided  a  Fund,  which,  being  renewed 
by  the  fecund  A£t  in  the  prefent  Reign,  is  to  continue  to  Lady  Day  1772, 
nrifing  from  new  Duties  impofed  by  the  former  Adi  on  Cards  and  Dice,  Coaches 
.and  other  .Carriages,  and  Plate  wrought  or  imported  b ;  and  being  inftrudted 
by  Experience,  as  to  the  necefiary  Connection  of  ufeful  Defigns,  which  are 
.-often,  if  not  always.,  cramped  by  particular  Directions,  they  have  very  pru- 

*  The  very  fame  Embaraffinents,  may  probably  be  felt  where-ever  any  general  Scheme  of  this 
Sort  is  undertaken,  and  then  the  fame  Remedies  may  be  applied. 

y  The  Operation  of  the  legiflative  Power,  and  the  Efficacy  of  the  Means,  being  fo  exactly  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  Nature  and  Utility  of  the  End  propofed. 

z  Stat.  iii.  Geo.  II.  cap.  3.  25.  Geo.  II.  cap.  x.  But  by  both  thefe  Laws,  whatever  was  found 
t  ight  in  the  former  A&s,  was  continued  and  confirmed  ,;  whatever  appearedimproper,  or  was  dif* 
Cerned  to  be  impracticable,  was  repealed. 

a  The  Names  of  thefe  Truftees  are  .annually  printed  in  the  Dublin  Almanack,  and  are  the  molt 
refpeCtable  Peers  and  Commoners  refident  in  the  refpeCtive  Provinces,  who  are  by  this  Means 
acquainted,  not  only  with  the  Management  and  Progtefs  of  this,  but  alfo  initiated  into  the  Know- 
,lege  of  every  other  national  Improvement. 

b  Thefe  new  Duties  are,  fix  Pence  on  every -Pack  of  Cards  made,  and  twelve  Pence  on  every 
Pack  imported  .into  Ireland ;  twenty  Shillings  on  every  Coach,  and  other  Carriage  with  four 
Wheels ;  and  five  Shillings  on  Carriages  with  two  Wheels ;  and  fix  Pence  per  Ounce  Troy  on  al] 
Plate  wrought  or  imported  into  Ireland ;  Books,  containing  the  Produce  of  .which,  are  to  be 
Jcept  feparately,  and  accounted  for  annually  to  the  Commiffioners. 
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Gently  taken  away  all  Limitation  c,  and  impowered  thefe  Commiflioners,  or 
rather  public  Truflees,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  no  fewer  than  eleven  being 
prefent,  to  apply  the  Monies  arifing  from  the  Duties  impofed  by  this  Aft,  or 
any  Part  thereof,  for  the  Encouragement  and  Improvement  of  Tillage, 
Employment  of  the  Poor,  draining  and  improving  Bogs,  and  unprofitable  low 
Grounds,  making  of  the  feveral  Rivers  navigable,  and  making  of  Canals,  for 
the  eafing  and  difpatching  the  inland  Carriage  and  Conveyance  of  Goods  from 
one  Part  to  another  within  this  Kingdom,  by  fuch  Means,  and  in  fuch  Manner 
and  Proportion,  and  at  fuch  Times  as  they  fhall  think  moft  convenient,  except' 
by  giving  any  Premium  upon  the  Exportation  of  Corn  out  of  the  Kingdom  d. 
Befides  this  handing  Provifion,  confiderable  Sums  have  been  occafionally  given 
to  quicken  and  promote  this  laudable  Work,  which  is  now  faid  to  be  advancing 
with  great  Rapidity  c,  We  may  therefore  fafely  aver,  that  if  the  whole  of  this 
expenfive  Undertaking  fhall  be  as  honeftly  and  uprightly  executed  as  thefe 
Laws  are  wifely  framed,  and  honourably  intended  f,  Ireland  will  be  very 
fpeedily  one  of  the  bed:  watered  Countries  in  Europe,  the  manifold  Advantages 
flowing  from  which  will  inconteftably  demonftrate  the  Pofitions  we  have  laid 
down,  and  vindicate  the  Length  of  this  Chapter  from  all  Objeftions, 


c  By  giving  thefe  general  and  extenfive  Powers,  the  Truflees  are  exempted  from  reforting  per¬ 
petually  to  Parliament  on  every  little  Incident*  which  would  have  been  attended  with  many  Delays, 
and  other  Inconveniencies. 

d  Thefe,  which-  are  the  very  Words  of  the  AcV,  fhew  evidently  how  thoroughly  the  Plan  has 
been  digefted,  and  all  its  Confequences  confidered. 

e  Eftablifhing  a  permanent  Board  of  Truflees,  was  not  a  wifer  Step  than  limitting  the  Fund,* 
and  fecuring  thefe  occafional  Applications  for  Afliflance. 

{  If  any  Errors  fhould  be  difcovered  in  the  Execution  of  this  Defign,  they  mufl  fall  immedi¬ 
ately  under  the  Corre&ion  of  the  Legiflature. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  various  beneficial  Confequences  arifmg  to  the  Britifh  Dominions ,  frotn  the 
large  Extent  and  peculiar  Figure  of  their  Coafis.  A  general  View  of  this  Sub- 
jedl,  and  an  Explanation  of  the  Advantages  attending  a  great  Extent  of  Coafi „ 
Thefe  Advantages  well  under  flood,  and  jufily  celebrated  by  Authors  ancient  and' 
modern.  Tet  fuch  Advantages  not  entirely  due  to  the  Size ,  but  depe?id  alfo  in  a 
great  me  afire  on  the  Form  of  a  Coafi.  The  great  Excellence  in  both  Refpehls  of 
the  Coafi  of  Great  Britain.  Reafons  that  make  the  diflindl  and  accurate  Survey- 
»f  the  Benefits  that  already  are ,  or  hereafter  may  be ,  deduced  from  hence,  necefary- 
in  this  Work.  View  oj  the  principal  Forts  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  South  Britain , 
their  Flifiory ,  with  occafional  Obfervations  on  their  Conveniencies  and  Defeats.  The 
Wefi  and  South  Coafis  of  this  Part  of  the  If  and,  confidered  in  like  manner.  Re¬ 
marks  on  the  Bays ,  Reads ,  and  Havens ,  on  the  Coafis  of  Wales.  The  fame  Sur^ 
vey  continued  in  regard  to  the  Inlets ,  Ports 3  and  Harbours ,  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain, 
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.  tain,  and  the  Improvements  pointed  out  of  which  they  are  capable  from  their 
Situation.  The  Coafts  of  Ireland  purveyed ,  their  Advantages ,  and  the  much 
greater  Advantages  that  might  be  drawn  from  them.  The  Conclujion ,  in 
which  all  that  has  been  before  alledged ,  is  confirmed  j'ro7n  Reafon  and 
Authority . 

WE  may,  with  equal  Truth  and  Propriety,  place  the  large  Extent  of  its 
Coaft  among  the  principal  Prerogatives  of  Great  Britain.  We  mean 
by  this  fomething  more,  than  what,  in  Comparifon  of  maritime  Countries  on 
the  Continent,  belongs  to  it  as  an  Ifland,  becaufe,  as  we  fhall  fhew  hereafter,  this 
beneficial  Extent  of  Coaft  refults  chiefly  from  the  peculiar  and  advantageous 
Figure  of  this  Ifland,  and  is  already  and  apparently  in  many,  and  in  a  Multitude 
of  other  Inftances,  may  be  rendered  Angularly  commodious  to  its  Inhabitants 
in  that  refpeft  a.  By  this  means  our  own  are  fent  out,  foreign  Vefiels  are 
invited  from  all  Quarters,  go  and  return  by  every  Wind,  and  are  received  and 
entertained  in  fafe  and  convenient  Ports  on  every  Side  b.  The  conftant,  copi¬ 
ous,  and  convenient,  Diftribution  of  the  Goods  they  bring  from  foreign 
Parts,  along  the  Shores  of  fo  large  an  Ifland,  exclufive  of  all  that  is  fent  by 
Land,  to  which  thefe  alfo  very  largely  contribute  ;  and  the  carrying  the  Super¬ 
fluities  of  our  own  Growth,  and  Manufactures  from  rough  Materials,  imported 
from  one  Part  of  fuch  a  Country  as  this  to  another,  gradually  produces 
a  prodigious  Coaft  Trade,  which  is  of  inexpreffible  Value,  as  it  occafions 
Settlements  near  to,  or  immediately  on  the  Sea  Coaft  5  and,  in  confequence  of 
this,  the  Cultivation  of  adjacent  Lands,  the  Improvement  of  Harbours,  the 
Increafe  of  Shipping,  and  the  Augmentation  of  Seamen,  which  are  Circum- 
ftances  of  no  fmall  Importance  to  the  People  of  every  Country,  but  more 
efpecially  to  be  fought  for  and  cherifhed,  as  proper  and  peculiar  Bleflings  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  an  Ifland  c.  Befides  thefe,  it  produces  another  very  happy 
EffeCt,  as  it  affords  inexpreffible  Conveniences  for  many  different  Sorts  of 
Fifhing,  and  facilitates  the  Diflribution  of  the  Produce  of  thofe  Fifheries, 
which  is  every-where  the  natural  Parent  of  Trade  and  a  naval  Power;  and 
hence  it  is  that  in  this,  and  indeed  in  almofl:  every  other  maritime  Country,  of 
which  we  have  any  tolerable  Hiftory,  we  find  that  the  moft  famous  Sea  Ports 
have  rifen  by  degrees,  and  a  Concurrence  of  fortunate  Circumftances,  up  to 
that  Rank,  from  being  originally  no  better  than  fifhing  Towns  d ;  into  which, 
from  a  Series  of  untoward  Accidents,  or  from  the  EffeCts  of  any  fudden  Cala- 

y  ■  m  f,  '  •  • 

“  a  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  p.  199.  Diodor.  Sicul  Biblioth.  Hidor.  lib.  v.  cap.  2.  p.  209. 
Dionyfxus  Afer  in  Periegcfin.  Panegyricus  Condantio  didus.  L’lfole  piu  famofe  dd  Mondo 
defcritte  da  Thomafo  Porcacchi,  lib.  i. 

b  Paulus  Jovius  in  Defcriptionem  Magnae  Britanniae.  De  Witte,  Gronden  en  Maximen,  van  de 
Republieck  van  Holland,  ii.  deel.  cap.  9.  D’Audiffret  Hiffoire  et  Geographic  ancienne  et  moderne, 
tom.  i.  p.  140. 

c  Herodot.  lib.  i.  Thucyd.  Hid.  lib.  i.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hid.  lib.  iv.  v.  Strabon. 
Geograph,  lib.  iv.  Elmacin.  Hid.  Saracen,  lib.  ii.  cap.  17. 

d  As  for  Indance,  Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  Venice,  Amderdam,  Dublin,  and  many  others. 
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mlty,  they  as  naturally  dwindle  again }  of  which  we  have  already  given  fo 
many  Inftances,  that  it  is  not  at  all  requifite  we  fhould  repeat,  or  make  any 
Additions  to  them  here  e. 

For  thefe,  and  for  a  Variety  of  other  Reafons,  we  find  the  beneficial  Con- 
fequences  that  necefifarily  refult  from  fuch  an  extenfive  Sea  Coaft,  have  been 
constantly  celebrated  by  all  the  intelligent  Authors,  who  have  treated  of  fuch 
Countries  as  were  pofielfed  in  any  remarkable  Degree  of  this  Bleffing  f.  This 
was  the  genuine  Source  of  Induftry,  Wealth,  and  Splendour,  to  the  ancient 
Arabians  g ;  this  was  the  Instrument  of  Egypt’s  Greatnefs  h  it  was  this  ren¬ 
dered  the  Phenicians  confpicuous  through  a  long  Courfe  of  Ages  i ;  and 
where-ever  this  Advantage  is  thoroughly  improved,  from  a  proper  Atten¬ 
tion,  it  is  fimply  impofiible  that  its  Inhabitants  fhould  not  thrive  faSter,  and 
be  in  all  Refpedts  in  a  better  Condition,  than  their  Neighbours  k.  It  is  indeed 
true,  that  the  Wifdom  and  Induftry  of  Man,  taking  hold  of  fome  peculiar 
Circumftances,  may  have  rendered  a  few  inland  Cities  and  Countries  very 
fair  and  flourifhing.  In  ancient  Hiftory  we  read  of  Palmyra  I,  and  the  Di- 
ftri£t  round  it,  becoming  a  luxuriant  Paradife  in  the  midft  of  inhofpitable 
Delarts.  But  this  was  no  more  than  temporary  Grandeur  ;  and  it  has  now 
lain  for  fome  Ages  in  Ruins,  which,  to  the  general  Satisfaction  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Letters,  and  the  peculiar  Plonour  of  this  Country,  have  been  lately 
refcued  from  the  Rage  of  Time,  and  the  mercilefs  Ignorance  of  barbarous 
Nations,  by  the  Skill  and  Care  of  the  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Wood™. 
The  City  and  Principality  of  Kandahar  was,  in  like  manner,  rendered  rich  and 
famous,  in  confequence  of  its  being  made  the  Center  of  the  Indian  Com¬ 
merce  ;  but  long  ago  declining,  its  Deftrucftion  has  been  completed,  in  our 
Days,  from  that  dreadful Defolation  which Thamas  Kouli  Khan  fpread  through 
Perfia  and  the  Indies  n.  Here  in  Europe,  many  of  the  large  Cities  in  Ger¬ 
many,  which  for  a  Time  made  a  great  Figure,  from  the  Freedom  and  Indu¬ 
ftry  of  their  Inhabitants,  and  diffufed  Eafe,  Plenty,  and  Profperity,  through  the 

e  The  Political  Survey  of  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  24,  25,  31,  150,  151,  152,  175. 

f  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  Arrian.  Peripl.  Pont.  Euxin.  Polyb.  Hilt.  lib.  vi.  Hornii  Difler- 
tationes  Hiftoricse  et  Politics,  DifT.  x.  Deflandes  Effai  fur  la  Commerce  ct  fur  le  Marine,  p.  101. 

&  Diod.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  vi.  Huet  Hiftoire  du  Commerce  et  de 
Ja  Navigation  des  Anciens,  chap.  xiii. 

h  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvii.  Appian.  in  Praefat.  Athen.  Deipnofophift.  lib.  iii.  Elmacin. 
Hiftor.  Saracen,  lib.  ii.  cap.  16.  Sanudo,  Secreta  Fidelium  Crucis,  157. 

*  Herod,  lib.  i.  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  lib.  vii.  Jofeph.  contra  Apion.  lib.  i. 

k  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hift.  lib  v.  Plutarch,  in  Solone. 

1  2  Chron.  viii.  16.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  viii.  Appian.  de  Beilis  civil,  lib.  v.  Plin.  Nat. 
Hift.  lib.  v.  Trebell.  Pollio  in  Gallienis.  Vopif.  in  Aureliano. 

m  The  Title  of  this  elegant  Work  tans  thus:  “  1  he  Ruins  of  Palmyra,  othervvife  Tedmor,  in 
4t  the  Defart,  London,  1753.  Folio. 

n  Claud.  Ptolem.  Geograph.  Aiiae,  tab.  vii.  Hiftoire  du  Grand  Genghifcan,  lib.  iv.  chap.  7. 
Voyages  de  Tavernier,  lib.  v.  chap.  24.  De  Herbelot.  Biblioth.  Orientale,  p,  243.  Voyage  en 
Turquie  et  en  Perfe,  par  M.  Otter,  tom.  i.  chap.  35. 
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Piftri&s  dependant  upon  them,  which  of  Courfe  rendered  them  populous, 
are  now  fo  much  funk,  from  inevitable  Accidents,  as  to  be  but  Shadows  of 
what  they  were ;  and,  though  they  hill  continue  to  fubftft,  fubfift  only  as 
the  melancholy  Monuments  of  their  own  Misfortunes0.  We  may  therefore,,, 
from  hence,  with  great  Certainty  difcern,  that  all  the  Pains  and  Labour  that  • 
can  be  bellowed  in  fupplying  the  Defedt  of  Situation  in  this  refpedl,  proves,, 
upon  the  whole,  but  a  tedious,  difficult,  and  precarious  Expedient. 

But,  however,  we  mud;  at  the  fame  time  admit,  that  it  is  not  barely  the* 
Poffieffion  even  of  an  extended  Coaft,  that  can  produce  all  thefe  delirable  Ef¬ 
fects.  That  Coaft  muft  be  likewife  diftinguiffied  by  other  natural  Advan¬ 
tages,  fuch  as  Capes  and  Promontories,  favourably  difpofed  to  break  the  Fury 
of  the  Winds,  deep  Bays,  fafe  Roads,  and  convenient  Harbours  p.  For,  with¬ 
out  thefe,  an  extended  Coaft  is  no  more  than  a  maritime  Barrier  againft  the- 
naval  Force  of  other  Nations,  as  is  the  Cafe  in  many  Parts  of  Europe9,  and  is 
one  of  the  principal  Reafons  why  Africa  derives  fo  little  Benefit  from  a  Situa¬ 
tion,  which,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  has  fo  promifing  an  Appearance, 
there  being  many  confiderable  Tradts  upon  its  Coafts  equally  void  ©f  Havens 
and  Inhabitants,  and  which  afford  not  the  fmalleft  Encouragement  to  the  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  that  might  alter  their  prefent  defolate  Condition r.  It  is,~ 
however,  a  lefs  Inconvenience,  and  in  l'ome  Cafes  no  Inconvenience  at  ally, 
if,  in  the  Compafs  of  a  very  extended  Coaft,  there  lhould  be  fome  Parts  diffi¬ 
cult  or  dangerous  of  Accefs,  provided  they  are  not  altogether  inaccefftble s. 

The  Sea  Coaft  of  Britain,  from  the  Figure  in  fome  meafure  of  the  Ifland,, 
but  chiefly  from  the  Inlets  of  the  Sea,  and  the  very  irregular  indented  Line* 
which  forms  its  Shore,  comprehends,  allowing  for  thofe  Sinuofities,  at  leaft: 
eight  hundred  marine  Leagues1.  We  may  from  hence,  therefore,  with  Safety 
affirm,  that  in  this  refpedt,  it  is  fuperior  to  France,  though  that  be  a  much 
larger  Country  >  and  equal  to  Spain  and  Portugal  in  this  Circumftance,  though 
Britain  is  not  half  the  Size  of  that  noble  Peninfula,  which,  as  we  have  already 
remarked,  is  alfo  Angularly  happy  in  this  very  Particular11.  From  the  fame 
Caufes  that  render  our  Sea  Coaft  fo  extenfive,  it  is  likewife  rendered  fo  much- 

* 

0  Miflon  Voyage  dTtalie,  tom.  i.  lettre  S.  p.  56.  Burnet’s  Travels,  letter  V.  Ray’s  Travels,, 
vol.  i.  68,  69. 

P  Varenii  Geograph  General.  §  iv.  cap.  12-  Hydrographic  du  P.  G.  Fournier,  lib.  ii. 

4  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails,  book  v.  Deflandes,  Elfai  fur  la  Marine  et  fur  le  Com¬ 
merce,  p.  105  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  50. 

r  Diftionnaire  Univerfelle  de  Commerce,  tom.  xi.  p.  631.  Hamilton’s  Account  of  the  Eall:  In¬ 
dies,  vol.  i.  p.  5,  11,  23.  Atlas  Mai itimus  et  Commereialis,  p.263. 

5  See  Yarranton’s  England’s  Improvement  by  Sea  and  Land,  p.  3.  where  he  fhews  the  Advantages 
the  Dutch  reap  by  the  Shoals  and  Shallows  on  their  Coafts. 

1  It  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  make  an  exadt  Computation  ;  however,  in  the  Courfe  of 
this  Chapter  it  will  appear,  we  have  kept  within  Bounds. 

«  Political  Survey  of  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  7. 
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the  more  commodious,  infomuch  that,  exclufive  of  thofe  Havens,  which  arc 
formed  by  the  Mouths  of  navigable  Rivers,  which  were  the  Subject  of  the  laft 
Chapter,  we  have  as  many  large  and  fafe  Bays,  fecure  Roads,  and  convenient 
Ports,  of  different  Sizes,  arifing  from  fuch  Difpofitions  of  Sea  and  Shore,  as 
any  other  Country  in  Europew.  This,  in  Conjunction  with  our  other  Ad¬ 
vantages,  certainly  completes  the  Felicity  of  our  Country,  fince  it  puts  it  mod 
inconteftibly  in  the  Power  of  its  Inhabitants  to  cultivate  and  improve  every 
Part  of  it,  almoft  in  an  equal  Degree,  which  can  only  be  the  Lot  of  an  Ifland  j 
and,  if  we  refleCt  on  the  Size  of  ours,  is  not  a  little  extraordinary  x. 

But  Affertions  of  this  Kind  will  go  but  a  very  little  way  with  Foreigners, 
and  would  indeed,  if  unfupported  and  unimproved,  by  a  Difplay  of  their 
Utility,  be  full  as  little  to  the  Purpofe  in  regard  to  ourfelves.  In  order  therefore 
to  obviate  every  Objection,  and  not  only  to  put  the  Matter  of  FaCt  out  of  all 
doubt,  but  alfo  to  derive  from  thence  fome  neceffary  and  important  Lights,  we 
will  in  this  Chapter  enter  into  a  fuccinCt  Defcription  of  our  Coaft,  ftriCtly  in 
this  View,  from  whence  it  will  appear,  that  we  have  not  either  taken  up  this 
Sentiment  haftily,  or  at  all  exaggerated  the  numerous  Benefits  that  may  be 
reafonably  expeCted,  and,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  and  in  confequence  of  gradual 
Improvements,  actually  will  from  this  Circumftance  accrue  Y.  If  this  At¬ 
tempt  of  ours  fhould  only  ferve  to  excite  a  brifker  Curiofity  in  the  inquifitive 
Perufer,  and  awaken  an  ardent  Defire  in  him  to  be  more  particularly  informed 
as  to  thofe  Points,  which,  from  the  Bounds  prefcribed  to  this  Work,  we  but 
briefly  mention,  it  will  anfwer  a  very  valuable  Intention7,  fince  there  is  no¬ 
thing  that  can  contribute  fo  much  to  the  Improvement  of  this  Country,  and 
of  courfe  to  the  Welfare  of  this  Nation,  as  the  being  thoroughly  apprized  of 
all  its  natural  Advantages,  and  the  Confequences  with  which  they  may  be 
attended,  which  will  appear  inexpreffibly  clearer,  upon  a  flriCt  and  minute  • 
InlpeCtion,  than  they  could  be  conceived  from  any  general  Encomiums  that 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Works  either  of  ancient  or  modern,  of  our  own  or  fo¬ 
reign  Writers,  who  yet  have  taken  a  Pleafure  in  expatiating  in  very  Prong 
Terms  upon  this  SubjeCt,  and  who  perhaps  may  have  fometimes  compli¬ 
mented  us  upon  imaginary  Bleffmgs,  while  at  the  fame  time  they  omitted 
many  of  which  we  are  already  polTeffed,  and  many  more  which,  from  thefe 
that  are  actually  in  our  Hands,  it  may  be  in  our  Power  to  obtain a. 

We 

w  See  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  Plate  xxx.  and  compare  its  Contents  with  thofe  of 
Plate  xxxi. 

x  Thus,  as  well  from  the  Soil  as  the  Climate,  a  great  Part  of  Ifeland  is  uninhabited.  In  Java, 
otherwife  fully  peopled,  the  hilly  Country  in  the  Centre  .is  a  mere  Defart.  In  the  Ille  of  Bourbon, 
though  exceeding  pleafant  and  fertile,  there  is  a  DiftriCt  parched  and  burnt  up.  The  Blue  Moun¬ 
tains  in  Jamaica  are  as  iutenfely  cold,  as  the  reft  of  the  Country  is  hot. 

7  Suppofing  that  we  do  as  much  in  the  next  Century  as  was  done  in  the  laft. 

z  This  Kind  of  Curiofity  is  natural,  fenfible,  and  ufeful ;  it  ought  therefore  to  be  cherifhed. 

a  Strabo  places  Gold  and  Silver  amongft  the  Products  of  Britain.  Cicero  denies  that  either  of 
thefe  Metals  are  to  be  found  in  this  Ifland.  Caefar  is  filent.  Bricifh  Pearls  were  once  famous.  Ta- 
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We  have  already  obferved  that  the  North  Foreland  in  the  County  of  Kent,, 
and  the  Naze  in  Efiex,  bound  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Thames  b.  Sailing 
Northward  from  the  latter,  when  we  have  pafifed  by  Harwich,  which  has  been 
before  mentioned  c,  we  come  next  to  Bawdl'ey  Haven,  fo  called  from  a  Vil¬ 
lage  of  that  Name,  on  the  North  Side  of  the  River  Deben,  which  here  falls 
into  the  German  Ocean  d.  The  Entrance  is  but  (hallow  at  Low  Water,  yet 
being  once  over  the  Bar,  the  River  becomes  deeper;  upon  which  Rands 
Woodbridge,  a  populous  growing  Town,  driving  a  confiderable  Trade,  and  at 
which  fome  good  Ships  have  been  built e.  The  next  is  Orford,  fheltered  by  a 
low  Beach  running  out  into  the  Sea,  called  Orford  Nefs.  It  was  anciently  a 
very  good  Haven,  fined  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  Firft  for  transporting  Cornt 
to  the  King’s  Enemies  in  Flanders  ;  furnifhing  three  Ships  and  fix ty- two  Sea¬ 
men  in  that  of  Edward  the  Third,  for  the  King’s  Service  f  It  was  long  before:  - 
this  a  Parliamentary  Borough,  as  it  ftill  continues ;  though  the  Sea,  by  with¬ 
drawing  from  its  Harbour,  which  was  formerly  both  commodious  and  capa¬ 
cious,  has  in  fome  meafure  deprived  it  of  that  Trade,  which,  in  thofe  Days, 
was  its  Support;  fo  that  now  it  is  confidered,  in  our  Cuftom-Houfe  Accounts,* 
as  a  Creek  dependant  upon  Aldeborough,  or  Aldburgh,  which  is  itfelf  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Port  of  Yarmouth  g.  This,  which  is,  properly  fpeaking,  no  more 
now  than  a  fiihing  Town,  fends  alfo  Members  to  Parliament,  though  not 
before  the  Reign  of  Elizabeth,  who  granted  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  to  whom 
it  then  belonged,  a  Fair  at  Aldburgh  h.  The  Place  is  ftill  in  a  pretty  good. 
Condition,  though  the  Sea,  which  injured  Orford  by  withdrawing,  has  com¬ 
mitted  alfo  great  Depredations  upon  this  Coaft,  for  want  of  a  proper  Dike,  or 
Sea-Wall,  that  might  protedt  the  Shore  from  its  Encroachments ;  and  this< 
Remark  deferves  the  more  Attention,  as  the  whole  Valley  of  Slaughden,  in 
which  this  Town  is  feated,  feems  not  to  be  other  wife  fecure  from  the  future 
Ravages  of  this  mercilefs  Element,,  though  from  fuch  Precautions  as  are  ufedi 
in  other  Countries,  they  might  here  alfo  doubtlefs  be  reftrained  h 


citus  allows  us  all  Sorts  of  Fruit  but  the  Vine  and  Olive,  which,  he  fays,  belong  to  warmer  Cli¬ 
mates.  Others  admit  that  Wine  may  be  made  here.  Pofterity,  perhaps,  may  introduce  both  Wine.' 
and  Oil. 

b  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  139.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  1.  Cut- 
ier’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  3. 

e  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  3.  p.  144. 

d  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  338.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  34. 

c  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  338.  According  to  fome  Accounts  there  are  four  or  live  Docks  in  this 
'Town,  with  feveral  Manufactures. 

f  See  the  authentic  Roll  of  this  mighty  naval  Armament,  published  in  Hackluyt’s  Colledfion  of 
Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  1  18.  Madox,  Firma  Burgi,  cap.  vi.  §  5.  p.  124. 

8  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  322.  Prefent  State  of  London  and  the  Outports.. 
Crouch’s  complete  View  of  the  Cuftoms,  p.  385. 

h  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  339.  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  i.  Preface,  p.  25. 

1  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  £01,34.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Childrey’s- 
Britannia  Baconica,  p.  10 1. 
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Dunwich,  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle  called  Dunmoc,  by  Venerable  Bedar 
Dommoc,  and  by  King  Alfred,  Donmoc-ceafter,  was  in  the  Saxon  Times  k  a 
Bifhop’s  See,  and  is  reported  to  have  had  in  it  once  upwards  of  fifty  Churches,. 
Chapels,  Convents,  and  Hofpitals,  as  Sir  Henry  Spelman  informs  us.  All  this 
it  derived  from  its  excellent  Haven  ;  and  as  that  failed  by  degrees,  fo  the  Place 
alfo  gradually  decayed,  no  proper  Method  (through  Want  of  Skill  perhaps  in 
thofe  Ages)  being  employed  for  its  Prefervation,  though  the  Inhabitants  could 
not  but  be  long  aware  of  the  Confequences  K  The  Sea  began  its  Encroach¬ 
ments  before  the  Norman  Conqueft ;  for  we  find  it  recorded  in  Doomfday,. 
that  there  were  then  in  it  two  hundred  thirty-fix  Burgeftes,  and  one  hundred 
Poor.  A  plain  Sign  that  it  was  once  great,  and  now  declining  ni.  This  there¬ 
fore  is  an  Infiance  which  fhews  evidently,  that,  in  all  Ages,  a  good  Port  was  an 
extraordinary  Advantage  to  any  Country,  and  contributed  to  render  it  well  inha¬ 
bited,  and,  according  to  the  Knowlege  and  Induftry  of  the  People,  thoroughly 
cultivated,  as  it  mufi  have  been  when  this  City  was  in  its  flourifhing  State,  and 
mufi  have  funk  proportionably  as  this  Place  loft  its  Commerce,  and  by  that  and 
other  Misfortunes  leifurely  dwindled  away.  We  (hall,  for  this  Reafon,  and 
that  the  Progrefiion  of  thofe  Misfortunes  may  more  diftintftly  appear,  mention 
fome  other  Circumftances,  in  their  Order  of  Time,  relating  to  this  once  cele¬ 
brated,  and  now  inconfiderable  Place.  In  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  Firft,  it 
paid  that  Monarch  a  Fee-Farm  Rentof  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds,  and 
a  Mark',  together  with  twenty-four  thoufand  Herrings,  annually  n,  which,  on 
the  Reprefentation  of  the  Inhabitants,  was  lefiened  by  fucceeding  Princes0. 
King  John,  to  whom  they  fteadily  adhered,,  as  indeed  m oft  of  the  Sea-Ports 
did,  was  remarkably  kind  to  them,  and  granted  them  a  large  Charter  of  Privi¬ 
leges,  having  before  abated  one-third  of  their  Rentp.  Plenry  the  Third,.,  not 
only  made  them  a  further  Abatement,,  but  alfo  beftowed  on  them  a  Sum  of 
Money  towards  repairing  their  Walls  q.  To  Edward  the  Third  they  furnifhed 
fix  Ships,  and  one  hundred  and  two  Men  r ;  and  even  fo  late  as  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  they  contributed  to  the  full  Extent  of  their  Abilities  for 
the  Public  Service,.,  which  her  Majefty  gratefully  acknowledged,  both  by  con-- 

k  Chronic.  Saxon,  p.  63.  1.  ro.  Beds  Hid.  Ecclefiaft.  Gent.  Anglorum,  lib.  if  cap.  15.  Ex 
Cbronico  Mariani  Scocti,  A.  D.  660. 

1  Harding’s  Chronicle,  cap.  xci.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iv.  p.  1.  fol.  47.  Stow’s  Chronicle,  p. 
61.  Weaver’s  Funeral  Monuments,  p.  717.  Doctor  Dee  had  a  MS.  Hillory  of  Dunwich. 

m  Lib.  Doomfday,  fol.  304. et  fol.  3 1 1 .  b.  where  it  is  faid  a  great  Part  of  the  Land  belonging  to 
this  Town  had  been  wafhedaway  by  the  Sea.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  339. 

n  Mag.  Rot.  iq.  Ric.  L  tit.  Norfolch  et  Sudfolch,  m.  2.  b. 

o  Godwin’s  Catalogue  of  Englifli  Bifhops,  p.416.  Brady’s  Treatife  of  Boroughs,  p.  4.  Madox’s 
Firma  Burgi,  cap.  vi.  §  5  ;  cap.  xi.  §  6. 

p  1  Johannis,  n.  164.  Cart.  7  Johannis,  m.  6.  n.  45.  It  was  time  to  reduce  a  Rent  almoft  twice 
as  great  as  any  other  Place  paid,  efpecially  as  it  was  decaying. 

q  Magn.  Rotul.  35  Hen.  III.  m.  1.  a.  tit.  Norfolch  et  Suifolch.  Term.  Mich.  Com.  4  et  5  Edw, 
I.  Rot.  2.  a. 

f  See  the  Roll  of  Edward  III,  Fleet,  before  cited. 
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firming  their  old,  and  granting  them  a  new  Charter  s.  In  the  Reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,  in  Confideration  of  the  Poverty  of  its  Inhabitants,  the  Lofs  of  their 
Port,  and  other  inevitable  Misfortunes,  he  reduced  their  Fee-Farm  to  five 
Pounds  per  Annum  during  Pleafure,  and  remitted  all  Arrears  due  on  former 
Quit-Rents  King  James  the  Second  granted  them,  by  Letters  Patent,  a 
Confirmation  of  their  old,  with  the  Addition  of  new  Franchifes  uj  but  the 
Lofs  of  their  Trade  was  a  Blow  irreparable,  and  the  Damage  done  by  the  Sea, 
fo  late  as  1740,  has  almofi:  deflroyed  their  Hopes.  It  is  now,  like  Orford,  a 
Creek  to  Aldborough,  but  like  it  alfo  remains  a  Corporation,  and  fends  two 
Members  to  Parliament w,  notwithflanding  its  low  and  lamentable  Condition, 
as  not  having  at  prefent  a  fourth  Part  as  many  Inhabitants,  as  there  were  good 
Houles  deftroyed  by  an  Irruption  of  the  Sea  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the 
Third  x,  and  not  more  fifhing  Boats  left  to  fubfift  the  Townlmen,  than  in  that 
Reign  they  furniftied  good  Ships  for  the  Public  Service.  If,  at  firft  fight,  the 
memorable  and  melancholy  Fate  of  this  City  feems  to  make  again!!  my  Doc¬ 
trine,  let  the  Reader  reflect  how  its  Inhabitants,  on  their  private  Stock,  have 
fought  again!!  the  Depredations  of  the  Sea  for  more  than  feven  Centuries,  paid 
all  the  time  to,  and  remained  unaffifted  by,  the  Public ;  let  him,  I  fay,  think 
ferioully  of  this,  and  he  will  change,  I  doubt  not,  his  Opinion. 

The  Coafi  lies  due  North  from  Orford  Nefs  to  Southwold;  a  bold  Shore, 
and  fafe  anchoring  all  the  Way.  A  little  to  the  South  of  the  Place  la!!  mention¬ 
ed,  the  Sea  breaking  in  upon  the  Shore  makes  a  Creek,  which,  when  entered, 
fpreading  out,  divides  to  Dunwich  y,  Southwold  and  Walderfwick.  While 
the  Town  of  Dunwich  retained  any  Share  of  Trade,  fhe  laboured  inceffantly, 
her  very  Exigence  depending  upon  it,  to  diftrefs  Southwold;  till,  to  end  the 
Difpute,  the  latter  was  incorporated  by  Henry  the  Seventh  7.  This  Town, 
which,  like  Dunwich,  hands  on  a  Cliff,  at  the  coming-in  of  the  Tide  is  almoff 
furrounded  by  the  Ocean,  has  fome  Share  of  Commerce  from  its  Situation ; 
and,  whenever  the  River  Blith,  which  falls  into  the  Creek  before-defcribed, 
fhall  be  rendered  navigable,  it  cannot  but  be  of  great  Benefit  both  to  the 


*  Lambard's  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  90. 

*  Originale  14  Car.  II.  Pars  iv.  Rot.  6. 

u  Originale  1  Jac.  II.  Pars  vi.  Rot.  53. 

w  The  Reader  may  find  a  very  accurate  Lift  of  the  Members  for  this  Borough,  from  the  firft  of 
Edward  I.  to  this  Time,  in  Gardner’s  Hiftory  of  Dunwich,  p.  87. 

x  On  the  14th  of  January,  in  the  firft  Year  of  Edward  III.  the  old  Port,  which  was  fafe,  capacious, 
and  deep,  was  utterly  deftroyed  ;  and  by  the  twenty-third  of  the  fame  Reign,  no  fewer  than  four 
hundred  fubftantial  Houfes  were  wafiled  away. 

y  The  curious  and  inquifitive  Reader,  who  is  defirous  to  know  more  of  this  Matter,  may  confult 
the  fcl  owing  laborious  and  lenfible  Work.  “  An  hiftorical  Account  of  Dunwich,  anciently  a  City, 
“  now  a  Borough  ;  Blichburgh,  formerly  a  Town  of  Note,  now  a  Village  ;  Southwould,  once  a 
“  Village,  now  a  Town  Corporate  ;  with  Remarks  on  fome  Places  contiguous  thereto,  principally 
“  extracted  from  ancient  Records,  &c.  by  Thomas  Gardner,  1754,  40.” 

£  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  34.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  339.  Madox,  Firma 
Burgi,  p.  2 96. 

Town 
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Town  and  Country  about  it ».  The  Free  British  Fifhery,  edablifhed  by  Abt  of 
Parliament,  revived  the  Courage  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  has  been  in  many  Re~ 
fpedts  ferviceable  to  the  Place,  more  particularly  in  recommending  it  to  the 
Notice  of  the  Legiflature,  in  conlequence  of  which  an  Adi  palled  for  repairing 
and  improving  the  Port ;  and  to  this  Purpofe  fomething  has  been  done,  and, 
from  the  Character  and  Indudry  of  the  Truftees,  much  more  is  expected  b. 
Southwold  is  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Yarmouth ;  and  Walberfwick,  com¬ 
monly  written  Walderfwick,  is  a  Creek  to  Southwold  At  prefent  thele 
Places  are  little  regarded  ;  but  our  Poderity  will,  from  Experience,  difcover, 
that  a  navigable  River  and  a  good  Harbour  deferve  to  be  purchafed  here,, 
though  at  a  confiderable  Expence,  The  Bay  before  the  Town,  anciently 
called  from  thence  Soulbay,  now  commonly,  though  corruptly,  Solebay,  was 
a  frequent  Station  of  the  royal  Navy  during  the  Dutch  Wars,  and  is  memor¬ 
able  for  two  famous  Sea  Fights,  the  former  June  3,  1665,  and  the  latter 
May  28,  1672,  both  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Dutch  d.  This  Bay  was 
formerly  bounded  by  Eaflon  Nets,  lb  called,  becaufe  fuppofed  to  be  the  mod; 
Eadern  Point  of  this  Coad,  and  another  Cape  to  the  South  Ead  of  Dunwich;; 
but  the  Sea  having  removed  thefe  Marks,  it  'may  now  be  faid  to  have  Co've- 
hith  Nefs,  with  the  Burnet,  a  Sand  lying  before  it,  on  the  North,  and  Thorp 
Nefs  on  the  South,  a  Road  very  commodious  for  Ships,  and  judly  famous 
for  its  Fidiery,  particularly  of  Soals,  which,  in  point  of  Size  and  Flavour,, 
are  not  inferior  to  any  caught  upon  the  Coads  of  this  Ifland<v 

The  Coad  North  wxird  from  hence  is  much  embarraffed  with  Sands  and 
Shoals,  and  affords  but  one  Place  more  worth  mentioning  till  you  come  to 
Yarmouth,  which  is  Leodoff,  a  Creek  belonging  to  that  famous  Portf  This 
Town  is  as  varioudy  written  as  any  that  I  have  met  with,  Laydoff,  Lowedoffe, 
and  in  Records  fometimes  Loweffoke  g;  it  dands,  as  mod  of  the  Towns  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  do,  upon  an  Eminence,  or,  as  Camden  expreffes  it,  hangs- 
over  the  Sea,  which  affords  it  a  tolerable  Haven  for  Barks  and  fmall  Veffels  h.. 
The  Inhabitants  fubdd  chiefly  from  their  great  Indudry  in  fifhing  Cod,  Lob- 
ders,  and  Mackrel,  on.  their  own  Coads  ;  which,  with  the  Iceland  Fifhing, 
the  Commerce  arifing  from  thence,  and  the  carrying  the  Provifions,  Commo- 

a  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Comma- 
cialis,  p.  1.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  4. 

b  Gardner's  Hiftory  of  Dunwich,  &c.  p.  195,  196,  197. 

c  Molloy,  de  jure  Maritimo  etNavali,  p  322.  Crouch’s  complete  View  of  theCuftoms,  p.  385. 

41  Echnrd’s  Hiftory  of  England,  p.  820,  883.  Burchei’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  398,  403.  Lives  of 
the  Admirals,  vol.  ii.  243,  289. 

e  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commereialis,  p.  i.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  4.  Gardner’s  Iiiflory  of 
Dunwich,  p.  197,  258,  259. 

f  Molloy  de  jure' Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.322. 

g  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  340.  Speed’s  't  heatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  134. 

h  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  4.  Gardner’s  Hiftory  of  Dunwich,  p.  258,  259.  Much  alfo  upon 
this  Subject  from  private  Information. 
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dities,  and  Manufactures  of  their  own  Country,  fupported  alfo  the  other 
Places  on  this  Coad.  Harwich  and  Yarmouth  are  now  the  greated  Marts, 
from  being  capacious  and  commodious  Harbours ;  but  one  may,  notwith- 
ftanding,  take  the  Liberty  to  doubt,  whether  it  would  not  have  been  an  ACt 
of  national  Policy  to  have  preferved  (while  practicable)  thefe  Ports  by  a  Sea 
Dike  h  Here  is  the  pleafant,  fruitful,  wholfome,  populous,  and  maritime 
County  of  Suffolk,  which  has  at  lead  twenty  Leagues  of  Sea  Coaft,  a  million 
of  Acres,  mod  of  it  rich  Land,  producing  a  great  Variety  of  valuable  Crops, 
and  abounding  with  all  the  Conveniencies  requifite  to  almod  every  Kind  of 
Manufacture,  to  the  forwarding  of  which  nothing  could  fo  much  contribute 
as  the  opening  a  few  Harbours,  by  which  the  Fruits  of  the  People’s  Indudry 
might  be  carried  fpeedily,  and  at  a  fmall  Expence,  to  different  Markets  L 
Whether  it  is  yet  too  late,  by  an  extenfive  Sea-Wall,  to  retrieve  thefe  Ports, 
and  recover  a  Part  at  lead  of  the  Lands  the  Ocean  has  devoured,  and  of  courfe 
redore  her  Port  to  the  Town  of  Orford,  is  a  Quedion  I  venture  to  propofe, 
but  mud  leave  it  to  wifer  Heads  to  determine  b 

To  the  North  of  Yarmouth  runs  a  Point  into  the  German  Ocean,  called 
Winterton  Nefs,  beyond  which  the  Coad  tends  Wed  North- Wed,  then  Wed, 
the  Shore  low  and  flat,  befieged  with  dangerous  Sands,  which  are  reputed  to 
have  been  as  fatal  to  Shipping  as  any  that  deform  the  Coad  of  this  our 
Idand  m.  It  is  notdrange  that  few  Places  of  any  great  Note  diould  be  found 
on  fo  inhofpitable  a  Shore;  and  yet  it  feems  there  were  Times  in  which  it 
made  a  much  better  Figure.  Their  remaining  Ruins  diew  there  were  Roman 
Stations  in  feveral  Places,  which  we  know  were  to  accommodate  their  Cavalry, 
poded  to  defend  the  Country  againd  Invadons  n.  There  mud  have  been  in 
thofe  Times,  if  not  more,  at  lead  better  Ports  than  there  are  now,  or  there 
could  fcarce  have  rifen  any  Fear  of  fuch  Invadons.  But  in  this  refpeCt,  how 
ever  it  might  happen  here,  the  Ancients  unquedionably  excelled  the  Moderns, 
if  not  in  Science,  for  that  I  dare  not  affirm,  or  indeed  incline  to  believe,  yet  in 
Indudry  and  public  Spirit,  which  enabled  them  to  guard  againd  the  Mifchiefs 
arifing  from,  and  remedy  the  Defeats  incident  to,  fo  unpleafing,  and  at  the 
fame  time  untoward  and  unpromifing  a  Situation  They  knew  how,  by 

i  This  arofe  probably  from  not  having  a  juft  Notion  of  the  Benefits  arifing  from  Commerce,  from 
the  Difficulty  of  eftablifhing  an  adequate  Fund,  and  from  the  great  Uncertainty  and  Confufion  of 
the  Times. 

k  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  33.  Fuller’s  Worthies  under  Suffolk.  Additions 
to  Camden.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p,  3. 

1  But  if  this  be  attempted  in  any  future  Period,  it  fhould  be  at  the  public  Expence,  and  not  by 
Taxes  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  particular  Places. 

ra  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  3.  Brome’s  Travels  through  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  p.  128.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  5. 

n  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  346,  348,  350.  Icenia,  five  Norfolciae  Defcriptio  Topographica,  ab 
H.  Spelmanno,  Eq.  Aur.  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  45. 

0  Icenia,  in  Sir  Henry  Spelman’s  Pofthumous  Works,  P.  ii.  p.  144,  147,  148.  Salmon’s  new 
Survey  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  185. 

5  Labour 
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Labour  and  Art,  to  make,  where  Nature  had  omitted,  Havens;  and  they 
performed  thefe  ufeful  Works  with  fo  much  Skill  and  Strength,  that  Time 
and  Tides  made  but  little  Impreflion  upon  them,  fo  long  as  they  continued 
under  the’r  Infpedtion  p.  Thefe  artificial  Harbours  they  fiiled  Cothones  ; 
and  as  they  were  intirely  in  their  own  Power,  their  Confiru&ion  was  equally 
folid  and  commodious ;  with  Entrances  fafe  and  wide,  and  where  the  Support 
of  Commerce  required  it,  they  were  fo  capacious,  as  to  be  able  to  contain  the 
whole  Britifh  Navy  q. 

It  may  be  colle&ed  from  Camden’s  Exprefiion,  who  was  both  a  careful  and 
correct  Writer,  that  he  took  the  Port  at  Cromer  (for  a  Port  was  once  there) 
to  be  of  this  kind,  and  very  probably  a  Roman  Edifice  r.  The  Inhabitants 
flruggled  long,  and  with  much  Experce,  to  fupport  fomething  of  this  nature, 
but  to  little  Purpofe ;  even  fo  late  as  1736  they  attempted  to  raife  a  fort 
of  Shelter ;  after  much  Money  fpent  however,  their  Piers  were  born  down 
and  carried  away.  But  though  they  now  land  their  Goods  upon  the  bare 
Beach,  the  People  hill  preferving  an  hereditary  Inclination  to  Commerce,  have 
yet  no  lefs,  and  with  Sorrow  I  fpeak  it,  no  more,  than  two  Vefiels  of  about 
feventy  Tons  each,  and  twenty-four  fifhing  Boats,  employing  together  about 
fixty  Men  ;  and  yet,  which  (hews  Succefs  attends  their  Spirit,  this  very  flender 
Bufinefs  is  increafing  s.  Some  of  the  Villages  upon  the  Coafts  have  alfo  a  few 
fifhing  Barks;  but  nothing  more  till  you  come  to  Clay  and  Blackney,  lying 
Weft  North- Weft  four  Leagues,  which  carry  their  Pretenfions  fomewhat 
higher,  being  regarded  jointly  as  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Yarmouth  C  Clay 
is  looked  upon  as  the  principal  Place;  though  Blackney  gives  Name  to  that 
Creek  which  fupplies  them  both  with  an  Harbour.  They  have  between  them 
fifteen  Sail  of  fmall  Vefiels, and  it  maybe  threefcore  fifhing  Boats.  It  is  thought 
they  export  twenty  thoufand  Quarters  of  Malt  and  hard  Corn,  and  carry  at 
leafi  as  much  Coaft-wife.  They  bring  in  about  fix  thoufand  Chaldrons  of 
Coals ;  and  the  Remainder  of  their  Trade  confifis  in  Deals,  Balks,  Fir  Tim¬ 
ber,  Pantiles,  and  Iron  u.  One  would  imagine  that  Clay  was  in  a  better  Con¬ 
dition  in  Anno  Domini  1406,  when  James,  Son  of  Robert  the  Third,  King  of 
Scots,  and  himfelf  afterwards  King  James  the  Firfi,  was  brought  in  Prifoner 
there,  being  taken  at  no  great  Difiance  by  a  Ship  of  Force  w. 

P  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  Appian.  in  Pnnicis,  lib.  i.  Feflus  in  voce  Cothonis. 
■Scrv.  in  Virg.  jTneid,  lib.  i.  P.  Fournier,  Hydrographie,  lib.  ii.  cap.  ii. 

q  Shaw’s  Travels,  p.262.  Bochart.  Chan.  lib.  i.  cap.  xxiv.  Buxtori.  in  voce  Katam. 

r  Britannia,  p.  34.9.  Icenia,  p.  152. 

s  Thefe  Particulars  I  was  furnifbed  with,  in  the  moft  obliging  Manner,  by  Gentlemen  upon  the 
Spot,  who  had  the  befl  Opportunities  of  knowing  them. 

c  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et 
Navali,  p.  322. 

•a  Thefe  Particulars  I  had  alfo  from  private  Information,  for  which,  as  becomes  me,  I  return  my 
moft  grateful  Acknowledgements. 

w  Thom.  Walftnghami  YpodigmaNcuftria,  p.  566.  Johannis  de  Fordun  Scoti  Chronici  Conti- 
nuatio,  p.1162.  Thomas  Otterbourne  Chronica  Regum  Anglije,  p.259. 

Vol,  I.  O  o  Wells, 
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Wells,  three  Leagues  Weft  by  North  of  Clay,  is  a  Member  of  the  Port 
of  Lynn,  and  much  more  confiderable  than  any  of  the  foregoing  Places x,  its 
Inhabitants  having  at  prefent  about  thirty  Velfels,  three  of  which  are  up¬ 
wards  of  an  hundred  Tons;  and,  befides  thefe,  at  leaf!  a  Dozen  Fifhing  Boats, 
employing  in  the  whole  not  fewer  than  two  hundred  Men,  and  yet  this 
Place  l'eems  to  be  but  reviving,  there  being  evident  Marks  that  it  was  larger 
and  of  greater  Confequence  in  former  Times  y,  Burnham  Overy,  two 
Leagues  further  Weft  by  South,  is  accounted  a  Creek  to  Wells,  and  is  a  little 
growing  Place,  having  fix  Velfels  belonging  to  it.  But  Brancafter,  which  is 
very  near,  and  is  alfo  a  Creek  to  Wells,  is  now,  and  was  formerly  much  fupe- 
rior  to  it.  This,  as  the  beft  and  moft  accurate  Critics  agree,  was  a  Roman 
Station,  called  by  them  Brannodunum,  and  was  the  head  Quarters  of  the  Colo¬ 
nel  of  the  Dalmatian  Horfe,  polled  here  under  the  Command  of  the  Count  of 
the  Saxon  Shore,  for  the  Protection  of  the  Country.  All  Circumltances  con¬ 
cur  in  the  Support  of  this  Opinion ;  the  Name  Signifies  a  Camp  or  Fortrefs, 
featcd  on  a  Hill,  overlooking  the  Sea  ;  there  have  been  Coins,  Urns,  and  other 
Antiquities,  frequently  found  in  the  Neighbourhood ;  but  what  is  moll  to  be 
relied  on,  is  the  admirable  Situation  of  the  Place  at  the  Elbow,  where  the  Coafb 
runs  away  South,  and  where  the  Province  was  expofed  to  the  Depredations  of 
Pirates,  dreaded  in  thofe,  though  unheard  of  in  our  Days,  on  both  Sides z. 
After  a  long  Period  of  Oblivion,  Branchefler  or  Brancafter  again  lifts  up  her 
Head,  and  has  at  this  Time  thirteen  Sail  of  Velfels,  befides  two  or  three  fifh- 
ing  Boats.  Litcham,  in  Lynn  Channel,  is  a  Creek  dependant  upon  that  Port, 
and  the  laft  on  this  Shore  we  fhall  mention,  having  fix  Sail  of  Velfels,  and 
is  in  a  very  thriving  way.  The  Corn  and  Malt  Trade,  to  Holland  particularly, 
for  which  they  lie  very  conveniently,  may  be  faid  to  have  preferved  thefe  Ports,, 
long  declining,  and  fome  of  them  almoft  expiring. 

The  Land  from  Winterton  Nefs  to  Haplburgh  is  very  low,  and  has  the 
Appearance  of  a  Sea  Wall  to  defend  it ;  though  very  probably  it  may  be  no 
more  than  an  Appearance.  At  all  Events,  it  is  of  very  fmail  Service,  the  Sea  gain¬ 
ing  little,  if  any  thing,  within  this  Trad.  But  from  Hapslburgh,  North- Well 
to  Cromer,  and  thence  to  Sheringham,  there  are  fteep  and  high  Cliffs,  from, 
forty  to  an  hundred  Feet  perpendicular;  againft  thefe  (as  againft  Dunwich) 
the  Ocean  made  its  Attacks,  and  with  the  fame  Succefs  3,.  For,  infinuating  its 
Waters  at  the  Bottom  of  thefe  Cliffs,  dilfolving  the  Earth  mixed  with  the 
Stones,  and  thereby  undermining  the  Foundation,  the  Port  of  Cromer  was 

x  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritirno  et  Navali,  p.  322.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.384. 
y  Thefe,  with  the  Particulars  relating  to  the  reft  of  the  Ports,  were  received  from  the  fame 
Perfons,  whofe  Afliftance  has  been  acknowledged., 

z  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  350,.  Icenia,  as  before  cited,  p.  147,  148.  Baxteri  GlofTarium  Anti-* 
quitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  45.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  185. 

a‘  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  349.  Icenia,  as  before  cited,  p.  152*  Gardner’s  Hiftory  of  Dunwich, 
p.  93.  Additions  to  the  Englifti  Tranflation  of  Camden. 
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long  fince  eaten  up,  and  much  of  the  adjacent  Shore  demolished  b.  In  a 
Series  of  Years  however  this  Evil,  inffead  of  augmenting,  is  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  redrefled,  not  by  Induftry  or  Art,  but  by  the  fettled  Laws  of  Nature.  For, 
in  fapping  this  Line  of  Rocks,  the  large  Stones  being  too  cumberfome  for  the 
Waves  to  remove,  they  remain  in  Heaps  along  the  Beach,  by  which  the 
Force  of  the  ftrongeft  Tides  is  broken  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  ferve  as  a 
Wall,  and  protect  the  Cliffs  before  which  they  lie  from  any  farther  Depreda¬ 
tions,  except  about  Mundefly,  and  fome  other  Places,  where  the  Sea  ft  ill  fome- 
times  borrows  an  Acre  or  more  at  once  c.  Proceeding  Weft  ward  from  Wey- 
burn  Hope,  and  even  after  doubling  the  Point,  and  turning  South,  the  Shore 
is  low  and  flat,  and  the  Sea  does  them  no  Harm.  But  about  Hunftanton  the 
Cliffs  appear  again,  and  the  Land  fuffers  in  the  Manner  before  defcribed 
Along  the  whole  Coaft,  at  convenient  Diftances,  Lighthoufes  are  erected  for 
the  Benefit  of  Navigation,  and  the  greater  Security  of  Shipping,  more  efpeci- 
ally  Colliers,  which  being  deep  laden,  are  in  the  utmoft  Peril,  in  cafe,  while 
palling  thefe  perilous  Flats,  the  Wind  blows  from  the  Sea,  of  which  the  very 
Fences  of  their  inclofed  Grounds  (made  commonly  of  Timber  coming  afhore 
from  Wrecks)  afford  too  ftrong  and  frequent  Teftimonies  e. 

It  was  very  truly  obferved  by  the  learned  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  that  the  noble 
County  of  Norfolk  is,  in  effedt,  an  Ifland,  feparated  on  the  South  from  Suffolk 
by  the  Rivers  Waveney  and  the  LefferOufe,  having  the  German  Ocean  on  the 
Eaft,  the  North,  and  in  Part  alfo  to  the  Weft,  being,  for  the  relf,  divided  on 
that  Side  from  Cambridgefhire  by  the  larger  Oufe,  and,  from  Lincolnfhire, 
by  fo  much  of  the  River  Nene  as  runs  from  Wifbech  into  the  Wafhes  f  The 
great  Extent  of  this  County  is  fuch,  that  we  may  affirm  it  equal  in  Size  to 
the  Ifland  of  Majorca,  larger  than  the  Duchy  of  Parma,  and  not  inferior  in 
Bulk  to  that  of  Modena.  It  has  been  remarked,  that,  in  the  Compafs  of  this 
Ifle,  which  is  of  an  oval  Form,  and  its  Towns  excellently  well  difpofed,  there 
are  all  the  different  Sorts  of  Soil  that  are  to  be  found  in  England,  perhaps,  on 
this  Evidence,  we  might  add  in  Europe;  that  of  confequence  all  the  Variety 
of  Improvements  which  have  been  made  elfewhere,  have  been  gradually  intro¬ 
duced,  and  moft  of  them  fucceeded  here ;  and  that,  by  a  judicious  Conjunc¬ 
tion  of  thefe  feveral  Hufbandries,  Norfolk  is,  at  this  Day,  confidered  as  one  of 

b  This  Account  is  fo  reafonable  in  itfelf,  fo  confident  with  Effects  in  both  Suffolk  and  Norfolk, 
and  (hews  fo  plain  a  Remedy  to  be  pointed  out  by  Nature,  that  there  feems  rather  Attention  tha» 
Art  requifite,  to  apply  it  fuccefsfully  both  here  and  elfewhere. 

c  Thefe  Circumftances  have  been  confirmed,  by  private  Informations,  from  Perfons  living  on 
this  Coaft,  and  attentive  to  fuch  Affairs. 

d  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  350.  Icenia,  as  before  cited,  p.  147.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  Eng¬ 
land,  p.  19 1. 

c  Englifh  Tranflation  erf  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercials,  p.  3. 

f  See  the  Account  of  Norfolk,  fnferted  in  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  which  was 
written  by  Sir  Henry  Spelman  ;  and  the  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Camden,  drawn  out  of  his 
Writings  by  Bifhop  Gibfon,  who  alfo  publifhed  the  Icenia  among?!  Sir  Henry’s  poftburpous  Works. 
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the  heft  cultivated  Counties  in  the  Kingdom  g.  Some  fay  that  there  are 
E dates,  the  Income  of  which,  by  mere  Dint  of  judicious  Induftry  (the  true 
philofophic  Extenfion  of  Man’s  Dominion  as  a  rational  Being)  has  been  more 
than  doubled  within  Memory,  while  the  Lands  in  general  in  this  Country 
have  in  their  Value  greatly  increafed  ;  neither  are  the  Inhabitants  Gainers  only 
by  the  Management  of  their  Lands ;  Manufactures  and  the  Herring  Fifhery 
are  alfo  profecuted  with  like  Succefs,  which  have  rendered  the  City  of  Norwich 
and  the  Port  of  Yarmouth  defervedly  famous.  After  maturely  weighing  thefe 
Circumltances,  one  cannot  but  wonder  fo  little  Care  has  been  taken  of  this 
extenfive  Coaft,  or  its  Ports  left  in  fo  negleCted  a  Condition.  It  feems  alike 
irreconcileable  to  the  general  Maxims  of  Policy,  and  to  the  particular  Spirit  of 
Improvement,  by  which  the  People  of  Norfolk  are  fo  much  diffinguifhed. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  Ports  of  Lynn  and  Yarmouth,  as  we  have  already 
fhewn,  carry  on  a  prodigious  Commerce  b  and  may  be  therefore  prefumed  to 
have,  in  a  great  meafure,  abforbed  the  Bufinefs  of  thofe  little  Havens,  as  Yar¬ 
mouth  hath  evidently  engrofied  from  them  the  Llerring  Fifhery  j  and  it  may 
be  concluded  from  thence,  that  if  the  Commodities  and  Manufactures  of, 
Norfolk  be  but  exported,  it  is  all  one  if  this  be  done  from  two  Ports  or  twenty. 

I  will,  however,  freely  own,  that  I  am  not  of  this  Opinion ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
am  perfuaded  that  the  Revival  and  Recovery  of  thefe  Ports,  would  be  in  many 
refpeCts  as  beneficial  to  Norfolk,  as  all  the  great  Acquifitions  they  have 
been  lately  making,  and  this  without  any  Detriment  to  Yarmouth  or  Lynn. 
For,  if  we  contemplate  the  Situation  of  this  County  in  general,  as  it  is  before  laid 
down,  and  of  thofe  two  great  Ports  in  particular,  as  lying  at  the  Mouths  of 
large  navigable  Rivers,  it  will  evidently  appear  that  they  may,  and  indeed  do,, 
draw  an  immenfe  Trade  from  feveral  other  Counties,  as  well  as  from  thofe 
Parts  of  this  that  lie  upon  thefe  Rivers,  and  therefore  can  fuffer  very  little 
by  the  Revival  of  thofe  Ports.  On  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  the  Com¬ 
merce  at  prefent  pofiefled  by  them,  though  fmall,  is  neverthelefs  increafing  ; 
which  proves  that  the  Confequences  of  modern  Improvements  have,  in  a 
certain  Degree,  fhewn  the  Utility  of  thefe  Ports  L  But  if  they  w^ere  (as 
whenever  this  is  done  they  mull  be)  effectually  opened  and  repaired,,  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Public,  all  the  DiftriCts  about  them  would  be  immediately 
cultivated  to  the  utmoft,  and  their  inland  Trade  and  foreign  Exports  quickly 
repay,  in  Excife  and  Cuftoms,  any  Sums  that  their  Recovery  might  coff. 
Belides,  putting  the  immediate  though  certain  and  large  Profit  of  this  County 

g  Icenia,  as  before  cited,  p.  137.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Norfolk,  p.  246-.  ChilJrey’s  Britan¬ 
nia  Baconica,  p.  103. 

h  AiTerted  by  feveral  Authors  who  have  written  upon  the  Norfolk  Hufbandry,  and  confirmed  to 
me,  by  private  Information,  from  Perfons  in  this  County. 

*  Political  Survey  of  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  138.  143. 

k  By  this,  I  mean  the  Ufe  that  may  be  made  of  them,  which  certainly  would  be  far  greater,,  if 
thefe  Havens  were  more  commodious  than  they  now  are, 

out 
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out  of  the  Quehion,  the  having  a  few  Sea  Ports  here  capable  of  receiving  Ships 
of  Burthen,  would  be  in  many  Refpedts  very  convenient,  and  is  in  regard  to  the 
deep  laden  Colliers,  who  cannot  avoidpaffing  thefeCoahs,  ablolutely  necehary  k 

After  eroding  that  large  Bay  or  Firth  which  we  hile  the  Wafhes,  called  by 
the  Ancients  Metaris  HEftuarium,  though  a  learned  Critic,  to  bring  it  nearer  the 
Britifh  Words,  from  which  he  thinks  it  derived,  would  have  us  read  Mentaris; 
the  main  Land  of  Lincolnlhire  prefents  its  extended  Coah,  in  the  Form  of  a 
Bow,  to  the  German  Ocean,  upon  which  it  gains  in  many,  and  in  fome  Places 
lofes  ni.  In  general  it  lies  low  and  flat,  or  with  a  fmall  Declivity  to  the  Eah, 
for  which  an  ingenious  and  probable  Account  has  been  given  by  an  intelligent 
Writer,  who  is  a  Native  of  this  County,  and  has  been  very  attentive  and  affi- 
duous  in  his  Obfervations  n.  In  the  Opinion  of  Bifliop  Gibfon,  Sir  William 
Dugdale  (though  he  did  not  intend  it)  has  proved,  that  the  Part  of  this  County 
called  Flolland,  is  an  Acquifitionfrom  theOcean,  made  fince  the  Romans  quitted. 
Britain  But  the  inquisitive  Author  before-mentioned,  having  ehablifhed  the 
contrary  Opinion,  that  the  Romans  were  actually  Inhabitants  here,  from  the 
numerous  Relicks  of  that  glorious  Nation,  fuch  as  Urns,  Medals,  and  other 
inconteflible  Evidences,  declares  it  as  his  Sentiment,  that  they  recovered  and 
fecured  this  Country,  and  that  no  very  long  time  before  they  abandoned  Bri¬ 
tain  p.  However  this  may  be,  moil;  certainly  this  Coaft  has  fuffered  great 
Changes  in  fucceeding  Ages,  of  which  fome  Inftances  may  not  be  improper, 
or  unacceptable  to  the  curious  Reader,  Wrangle  or  Wrangel  (in  the  Wapentake 
of  Skirbeck,  in  Holland)  now  a  Village,  between  two  and  three  Miles  from 
the  Sea,  was  an  Haven  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  of  Note  fufficient 
to  fend  one  Veffel  to  that  Monarch’s  Fleets.  Waynfleet,  in  Candlefhoo 
Wapentake,  in  Lindfey,  was  a  more  confiderable  Port,  of  which  we  have  ftill 
many  Notices1 * * * * * * 8",  and  fome  Veftiges  are  faid  to  be  vilible  ;  from  whence  we 
might  be  tempted  to  think  it  was  conhruthed  by  the  Romans,  and  of  the  Kind 
which  we  have  already  deferibed.  But  the  Current  of  frefh  Water  from  the 
Fens,  which  palled  through,  and  fcoured  their  Flaven,  being  diverted  to  Bof- 
ton,  that  became  thenceforward  the  famous  Sea  Port,  to  which,  while  it 
remained  any  thing,  Waynfleet  continued  a  Creek  y  but  hill  retains  thus  much 

1  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercial  is,  p.  3. 

«i  Claudii  Ptolemaei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  398.  Baxteri  GIofTa- 
rium  Ant'quitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  176.  He  thinks  it  a  Contraction' of  Adent  ar  ife,  i.  e.  the 

Mouth  of  the  River. 

n  Stukeley’s  Jtirrerarium  Curiofum,  p.  3.  where  he  aferibes  it  to  the  diurnal.  Rotation  of  the 

Earth. 

0  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranfiation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

?  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  2.  Philofophical  TranfuRions  of  the  Royal  Society,. 
N°.  cclxxix.  p.  1156 - 1159.  Ray’s  Phyfico-Theological  Difcourfes,  p.  215. 

8  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ,vii.  p.  204.  See  the  Record  lb  frequently  cited  from  Hakluyt. 

r  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  204.  Madox  Eirma  Burgi,  64.  See  alio  the  Lift  of  King 
Edward’s  Navy. 
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of  its  former  Grandeur,  that  it  is  the  neatefi  and  mod;  compact  Town  there¬ 
abouts  s.  A  plain  Indication  of  what  Commerce  would  effedt,  if,  Induflry, 
Skill,  and  public  Spirit  concurring,  this  was  reflored,  and  fome  other  tolerable 
Ports  could  be  opened  upon  this  Coal!. 

Theddlethorpe,  Numby  Chappel,  and  Saltfleet,  are  yet  ftiled  Creeks  to 
Bolton  t.  This  lalt,  Saltfleet,  was,  in  the  fo  frequently  mentioned  Reign  of 
Edward  the  Third,  and  much  later,  a  very  considerable  Haven  u,  though  now 
gone  to  Decay ;  not  with  Handing  which  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that 
fome  time  or  other  they  may  be  recovered.  Grimefby  is  the  firfl:,  indeed  (after 
Bolton  and  Spalding)  the  only  Place  of  Note  upon  the  Coalt,  but  by  no  means 
of  that  Note  it  once  was ;  for,  lying  as  it  does,  at  the  very  Entrance  of  the 
Humber,  being  one  of  the  oldeft  Corporations  in  the  Kingdom,  and  having  for¬ 
merly  a  large  and  good  Port,  the  Inhabitants  held  it  in  Fee  Farm  at  the  annual 
Rent  of  fifty  Pounds,  which,  in  thofe  Days,  was  far  from  being  a  contempti¬ 
ble  Sum  w.  In  the  fo  much  celebrated  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  it  made  a 
great  Figure  among  the  Northern  Ports,  and  furnilhed  eleven  Ships  to  that 
Monarch  x.  But,  fince  that  Time,  the  Port,  through  Want  of  Care,  or,  more 
probably,  through  Want  of  Ability  in  the  Inhabitants  to  difburfe  the  Sums 
neceflary  to  preferve  it,  is  quite  choaked  up.  However,  there  is  Hill  a  pretty 
good  Road  before  this  Town,  which  has  faved  it  from  finking  to  the  Degree  that 
other  Places  have  done.  It  fends  two  Burgefles  to  Parliament,  and  is  depen¬ 
dant,  as  Member,  upon  the  Port  of  Hull  y.  Barton  was  anciently  an  Haven, 
though  now  it  is  remarkable  only  for  the  Ferry  fixed  here  over  the  Hum¬ 
ber,  which  is  computed  to  be  about  fix  Miles  broad  We  have  obferved 
that  the  Sea  has  encroached,  as  well  as  been  incroached  upon,  in  this  County, 
of  which  one  Inftance  is  Skegnefle,  now  dwindled  into  a  Very  fmall  Village, 
once  a  large  walled  Town,  with  a  good  Harbour,  till,  as  my  Author  very 
emphatically  exprefies  it.  Walls,  Town,  Church,  and  all,  were  eaten  up  by  the 
Sea  1 ;  from  which  it  Hands  at  prefent  notwithfianding  fomewhat  more  than 
a  Mile.  The  Reader  may  think  thefe  are  Reproaches,  rather  than  Recom¬ 
mendations,  of  an  infular  Situation ;  but  let  him  remember,  thefe  Xnconveni- 

*  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  27. 

1  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  64.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  322. 
Crouch’s  View  of  the  Britifh.  Cuftoms,  p.  383. 

u  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  ii.  p.  204.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  64. 
Hakluyt’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  120. 

w  Magn.  Rot.  1  Joh.  Rot.  20.  b.  m.  2.  Line.  Magn.  Rot.  14.  Joh.  Rot.  12.  b,  Line.  Madox’s 
Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer,  p.  349.  col.  2. 

x  See  the  Roll  in  Hakluyt’s  Collection,  as  before  cited. 

r  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  64.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  323. 
Crouch’s  View  of  the  Britifh  Cuftoms,  p.  384. 

z  Hakluyt’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  120.  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  64.  Additions 
to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

a  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  P.  ii.  p.  204. 
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encies  are  not  peculiar  to  Idands,  and  that  if  a  fmall  Part  of  thofe  immenfe 

Suras,  fpent  in  the  Wars  which  we  have  engaged  in  needlefsly,  upon  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  dnce  the  Norman  Conqued,  had  been  properly  laid  out  in  fecuring  and 

improving  our  own  Coads,  thefe  Accidents  had  never  happened ;  and  that, 
whenever  we  are  wife  enough  to  condder  thefe  Points  with  the  Attention  they 
deferve,  thefe  juft  Effects  of  pad;  Indolence  may  dill  be  corrected. 

These,  however,  are  in  themfelves  Points  of  too  great  Confequence  to  be 
lightly  palfed  over ;  and  belides,  what  has  been  already  delivered,  affords  the 
faired  Opportunity  of  explaining  thoroughly,  and  demondrating  clearly,  the 
Importance  of  the  Dodtrine  maintained  in  this  Chapter,  from  a  perfect  Under- 
danding  of  which,  the  Redrefs  before-mentioned,  and  the  complete  and  abfo- 
lute  Improvement  of  this  noble  and  fpacious  Country,  can  only  be  hoped  for 
or  expedted.  Lincolnfhire,  in  point  of  Size,  is  the  third  County  in  South  Bri¬ 
tain,  being  commonly  computed  one  hundred  and  eighty  Miles  in  Compafs,, 
and  having  forty  Leagues  of  CoadL  The  Wed  Part  of  this  ample  Territory, 
the  Didridt  about  Lincoln,  and  in  general  where-ever  it  lies  high,  is  on  all  hands 
allowed  to  have  a  mild  and  wholfome  Air.  Experience  teaches  the  fame  of  all 
the  red,  fince,  in  the  lowed  and  word  Parts  of  the  Shire,  as  far  as  I  could 
ever  obferve,  the  People  are  as  robuft,  have  as  many  Children,  live  to  as  great 
Ages,  and  have  as  quick  Wits,  and  as  found  Senfe  c,  as  any  in  this  Ifland.  In  point 
of  Soil  and  Produce  it  has  all  that  Prudence  would  dedre,  or  even  Avarice  could 
well  demand.  In  the  high  Country,  Grain  of  every  Sort,  and  in  great  Quanti¬ 
ties.  Between  that  and  the  Fens,  lie  the  mod  luxuriant  and  nourifhing 
Padures,  in  which  are  fed  Black  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  Horfes  of  the  larged  Size, 
and  bed  Qualities.  In  the  low,  Variety  of  Fidi  and  Fowl,  excellent  in  their  re- 
fpedtiv.e  Kinds,  and  in  the  utmod  Plenty.  Beddes  all  this,  Hemp,  Flax,  Rape, 
Cole-Seed,  and  many  other  Things  of  great  Value  in  themfelves,  and  capable 
of  being  rendered  incomparably  more  valuable  by  Labour  In  a  Country 
like  this  (indeed  where  is  there  another  like  it !)  abounding  with  the  Neceffa- 
ries,  abounding  with  the  Conveniencies  of  Life,  which  draw  many  who  have 
but  fmall  Fortunes  thither,  to  enjoy  them;  abounding  too  with  the  very  bed 
raw  Materials,  Wool,  Hemp,  and  Flax;;  Lincolndiire  has  few  Manufactures, 
and  not  many  People.  As  extendve  at  lead  as  the  Provinces  of  Holland  and 
Zealand,  taken  together;  it  may  have  about  One-dfth  of  the  Inhabitants,  though 
in  itfelf  perhaps,  all  Circumdances  duly  conddered,  very  capable  of  fup- 

Camckni  Britannia,  p.3-98.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifih  Empire,  fol.  63.  Fuller’s  Wor¬ 
thies  of  England,  p.  144. 

c  Doftor  Fuller,  iu  his  Worthies,  p.  151,  has  very  well  remarked,  that  Doflor  John  Whitgift, 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  William,  Lord  Burleigh,  Lord  High  Treafurer ;  Edward,  Lord  Clinton, 
High  Admiral  ;  Peregrine,  Lord  Willoughby  of  Erefby,  who  commanded  the  Englifh  Troops  in  the 
Low  Countries ;  were  Cotemporaries,  and  all  Natives  of  Lincolnfhire. 

d  See  Mr.  Chriftopher  Merret’s' large  Account  in  the  Phiiofopbical  Tranfaftions  of  the  Royal  i 

Society,  N°.  ccxxiii.  p,  343 - 353.  Additions  to  Camden’s. Britannia.  Stukelcy’s  Itinerary  Curio > 

futn,  p.  1.6,  17,  itf.. 
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porting  as  many. as  in  both  thofe  Provinces,  in  a  better  Manner,  and  incom¬ 
parably  more  at  their  Eafe  e. 

In  regard  to  this  Thinnefs  of  People,  and  Defe<ft  in  reference  to  pofhble 
Improvements,  both  feem  wholly,  or  at  lead;  in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  owing 
to  this  Want  of  Ports  upon  the  Coaft.  Lincoln/hire  is  extremely  well  watered 
by  fome  deep  and  commodious  Rivers ;  fo  that,  from  the  very  middle  Parts  of 
the  County,  all  Sorts  of  bulky  Goods  may  be  conveyed  down  the  Witham 
or  the  Welland,  to  Bofton  and  Spalding,  or  by  the  Trent,  to  the  Humber; 
that  is,  to  the  great  Port  in  the  Humber,  which  is  Hull  Bofton  and  Spalding 
are  in  Lincolnshire,  but  (the  latter  more  efpecially)  in  a  Corner.  Hull  is  not 
in  the  County  at  all.  Thus  a  very  large  Proportion  of  the  Trade  of  Lincoln- 
fhire  centers  ellewhere ;  and  this  Trade  being  moftly  carried  on  in  raw  and 
grofs,  though  very  valuable  Commodities,  the  chief  Profit  arifing  from  them 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  thofe  by  whom  they  are  manufadured  g.  Hence  in 
thofe  Parts,  which  do  not  lie  fo  advantageoufly  for  this  kind  of  Carriage,  we  find 
the  Inhabitants  apply  themfelves  to  breeding  Black  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  Horfes 
and,  in  fad,  what  are  thefe,  or  the  Produce  of  their  Decoys  or  Fifh-ponds,  but 
Inventions  to  ferve  other  (but  f  ill  domeftic)  Markets  with  Goods  eafy  of  Car¬ 
riage,  or  which  can  carry  themfelves  3  ?  This  arifes  purely  from  an  Attention  to 
immediate  Conveniency  and  prefent  Profit,  which  will  be  always  the  Objects  of 
private  Perfons,  and  indeed  mull  be  fo ;  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Public,  as  the 
Public  is  to  reap  a  large  Share  of  the  Benefit  which  will  neceftarily  follow  from 
Applications  of  another  kind,  to  put  the  proper  Means  of  fucceeding  in  them, 
as  much  as  poftible,  at  leaft  as  much  as  the  Means  before-mentioned,  in  the 
Power  of  private  Perfons  k.  As  it  is,  all  thefe  Improvements  are  already  purfued 
in  a  Manner  agreeable  enough  to  the  Interefts  of  Individuals ;  that  is,  with  little 
Labour  beftowed  on  much  Land  by  few  People  k  But  this  certainly  is  not 
the  public  Intereft ;  for  if,  in  this  Country,  there  were  twice  or  thrice  the 
Number  of  People  there  now  are,  the  Price  of  Provifions  would  not  be  at  all 
augmented;  the  Value  of  Land  would  be  much  raifed,  becaufe  all  Sorts  of 

_  '>**  |H  .  # 

e  D’Audiffret  Hiftoire  ct  Geographic  Ancienne  ct  Modcrne,  li v.  iii.  cap.  iii.  Sir  William 
Petty’s  Political  Arithmetic,  p.  163.  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  plate  vi. 

f  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  89,  90,  91.  Atlas 
Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  3. 

g  It  will  appear  hereafter,  that  what  is  Paid  in  the  Text  d  es  not  arife  from  any  Partiality  to 
Lincolnfhire,  or  Prejudice  to  arty  other  County,  but  from  a  View  of  fhewing  what  may  be  further 
done  for  improving  the  Land,  and.increaftng  its  Inhabitants. 

h  Fuller’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.  19.  Additions  to  the  Engl ifk  Tranflation  of  Camden’s 
Britannia.  Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Directory,  p.  581. 

i  Stukeley’s  Itineraiium  Curiofum,  p.  16,  17,  18.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of 
Camden’s  Britannia.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  137. 

k  Georgii  Hornii  Hilt.  Nat.  lib.  iv.  De  Witte  Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de  Republiek  van 
Holland,  deel  i.  cap.  17  24.  Sir  William  Petty’s  Political  Anatomy  of  Ireland,  p.  120- — 131. 

1  The  greatefl:  Secret,  in  true  Policy,  is  to  direct  the  Stimulus  of  private  Intereit  to  the  Accom- 
plifhment  of  public  Purpofes. 
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Lands  would  be  exceedingly  improved ;  and  the  very  Excifes,  and  other  Taxes, 
which,  from  their  Confumption,  fuch  an  Increafe  of  Inhabitants  mufl  pay 
(and  earn  too  before  they  could  pay)  would  amount  to  more  than  the  whole 
Land-rents  of  this  large  Country,  as  they  Hand  at  prefent  *  and,  in  refpedt  to 
thefe,  inflead  of  being  endangered  or  decreafed,  thole  now  precarious  would 
be  fecured,  and  the  reft  very  loon  doubled  h 

In  remoter  Ages  this  County  was  more  confidered,  and,  regard  being  had 
to  the  Number  of  People  in  this  Part  of  the  Ifland,  more  fully  inhabited117. 
The  Britons  either  found  or  made  it  a  very  fit  Place  for  their  Retreat.  I  fay 
this,  becaufe  I  fee  nothing  that  can  be  called  certain  as  to  the  Origin  of  the 
Fens  :  They  might  be  fuch  naturally,  which  would  invite  the  Britons  to  retire 
into  thefe  Parts,  as  to  an  effectual  Shelter,;  Or  the  Britons  might  retire  to  this 
as  a  woody  Country,  and  by  cutting  down  Timber,  and  impeding  the  Courfe 
of  feverai  great  Rivers*  procure  thole  extenfive  Marlhes,  which  were  the  only 
Fortifications  that  entered  into  their  Syftem 11 .  Which  ever  was  the  Fa£t,  it 
brought  the  Romans  under  a  Neceffity  of  fettling  a  great  many  Fortrefies  in, 
and  taking  a  great  many  unufual  Precautions  for  the  Security  of  this  Country, 
and  maintaining  themfelves  in  all  Parts  of  it,  as  from  inconteflible  Proofs, 
-drawn  from  their  Remains,  it  is  moft  un  quell  ion  able  they  did  From  thefe 
Views,  they  not  only  carried,  as  their  ufual  Cuftom  was,  military  Roads  - 
through  it,  but  by  an  inland  Navigation  alfo,  with  incredible  Pains  provided 
that  Corn  might  by  this  Method  be  conftantly  and  commodioully  fupplied  to 
their  remote!!  Northern  Garrifons  p.  All  this  however  did  not  hinder  their 
great  Attention  to  the  Coafts  j  where  they  confirudbed  Ports,  had  feverai 
ftrong  Places,  and  took  the  fame  prudent  Precautions  to  relift  any  Invalions 
from  the  barbarous  Nations  abroad,  as  they  had  done  wife  Meafures  to  be  rid 
«of  the  perpetual  Inroads  of  the  unfubdued  Britons  at  home q.  When  they  had 
performed  all  this,  they  applied  themfelves  to  recover  Lands  overfpread  by  the 
Ocean  in  Ages  long  before,  and  to  their  Labour  in  that  Point  we  owe  thofe 
Treafures  which  haye  been  digged  up  in  Places,  from  whence  if  they  had  not 


1  To  prove  this  by  Deduction  would  be  long  and  tedious  ;  but  if  the  Reader  will  reflect  on  what 
has  been  faid  in  a  former  Chapter  of  the  Improvements  made  in  the  United  Provinces,  he  will  dih 
£ern  that  it  is  not  only  a  Thing  in  its  Nature  poffible,  but  alfo  that  it  is  very  practicable. 

®  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  403.  Stukely’s  Itineratium  Curiofum,  p.  7,  8,  it,  13.  Salmon’s 
New  Survey  of  England,  p.  237 — 276. 

n  Caefar  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  v.  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iv.  p.  200.  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth. 
Hift.  lib.  v.  cap.  9.  p.  209.  Pompon.  Mela  ds  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  6.  Dio  Niccens,  ex  Xiphilini 
Epitome- 

0  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  401,  403,  405.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p. 
65.  66,  92,  149,  239.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  p.  237. 

p  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  404.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  7,  8,  11.  Salmon's  New 
Survey  of  England,  p.  259,  268,  275. 

q  Roman  Urns,  Arms,  Coins,  Altars,  and  other  Remains,  have  been  difcovered  atWhaplode,  Spald¬ 
ing,  Fleer,  Bolton,  apd  fo  along  the  Coalt  Northward  quite  to  the  Humber. 

Vol.  I.  P  p  '  expelled 


zgo  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY' 

expelled  the  Sea,  they  could  not  have  been  fettkd r.  The  Reader  will  excufe ' 
my  carrying  him  fo  far  back,  not  with  any  View,  I  dare  allure  him,  of 
making  a  Parade  of  Learning,  but  that  he  might  fee  what  a  regular  Scheme 
Gf  Policy  rnuft  once  have  prevailed  in  thefe  Parts,  and,  at  the  fame  Time, 
have  a  clear  Notion  how,  in  a  Series  of  Ages,  and  by  a  Concurrence  of  fome 
unforefeen,  and  it  may  be  unavoidable  Events,  Things  came  into  the  Situation 
in  which  our  immediate  Anceftors  beheld,  and  we  at  prefent  behold  them. 
But  neither  is  this  all,  for  by  purfuing  this  Method,  we  avoid  both  the  Pro¬ 
lixity  and  Uncertainty  of  Argument,  and  learn  concifely  and  clearly,  from  the 
Teftimony  of  Fadts,  what  a  tedious  Chain  of  reafoning  would  fcarce  ever  per- - 
fuade  us  to  believe. 

But  to  proceed : 

The  Saxons,  who  never  failed  to  pay  due  Regard  to  the  Choice  made  by 
the  Romans  of  Cities,  Ports,  and  fortified  Pofts,  took  the  fame  Care  the  Ro¬ 
mans  had  done,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power,  of  the  mod;  conftderable  Places- 
in  this  Country,  which  made  Part  of  their  Kingdom  of  Mercia,  and1  were 
particularly  attentive  to  Lincoln  s;  which,  in  fpite  of  the  Mifchiefs  done  by 
the  Danes,  they  left  as  a  grave  Hiftorian  tells  us,  a  noble,  rich,  and  populous 
Town,  when  the  Normans  fubverted  their  Conjflitution ;  and  the  Record  of 
Doomfday  confirms  this,  and  that  it  was  then  a  Place  of  great  Trade  by 
Land  and  Water,  having  nine  hundred  Burgeffes,  and  enjoying  extraordinary 
Prerogatives  t.  But  tho’  favoured  by  many  of  their  Monarchs,  the  very  Genius  - 
of  the  Norman  Government  was  fatal  to  this  City  and  County  v.  A  Multitude' 
of  Houfes  we  demolifhed  to  make  Room  for  a  Caftle,  which,  inftead  of  de¬ 
fending,  brought  Ruin  on  the  City  by  frequent  Sieges  $  fo  that  it  gradually  be¬ 
came  the  melancholy  Monument  of  its  own  Splendor ;  and  it  feems  fcarce  cre¬ 
dible  now,  that  here  were  in  antient  Times  more  than  fifty  Parifh  Churches, 
tho’  the  fpacious  Cathedral  yet  Banding,  the  apparent  Ruins  of  fome,  and  the 
Fragments  of  other  Churches,  which  have  been  long  decayed,  give  fome  Evi¬ 
dence  to  the  Tale  w.  The  fame  Calamities,  natural  Concomitants  of  military 
Government,  produced  like  Scenes  in  other  Parts  of  the  Shire ;  and  as  all  its  • 
adventitious  Grandeur  depended  abfolutely  on  fuch  a  due  Circulation  of  Pro- 

r  See  Mr.  Abraham  de  la  Pryme’s  Account  of  Roman  Antiquities  in  Lincolnlhire.  PhilofopflU 
cal  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal  Society,  vol.  xxiii.  N°.  279,  p.  1156.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Cu- 
riofum,  p.  1 1 . 

s  Chron.  Saxon,  p  28,  1 14.  Beds  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  ii.  cap.  16.  lib.  iv.  cap.  12.  Aluredi  Be- 
verlacenfis,  Annal.  lib.  vi. 

*  Guliel.  Malemfbur.  H’ft.  lib,  iii.  Henr.  Huntingdon  Hift.  lib.  vii.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p^o^. 

v  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  227,  238.  Lambard’s  Hiftoiical  and  Topographical  Di&ionary,  p.  181. 
Iceland's  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  33. 

w  Girald.  Cambrenf.  de  Vitis  Epifcoporum  Lincolnienfium,  cap.  iv,  xxiii,  xxvi.  Leland’s  Iti¬ 
nerary,  vol  i.  p.  32,  33,  34.  See  the  Article  Lincoln,  in  Collier’s  Geographical  and  Hiftorical 
Di&ionary , 
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1  petty,  -asfupported  Induftry  generally  and  in  every  Corner,  when  the  Attention 

•  necedary  to  fuftain  this  cealed,  or  adted  but  by  Starts,  that  uniform  Syftem 
gave  way.  The  Ports  on  the  Coaft  were,  thro’  Want  of  Attention,  or  Power 
, in  the  Inhabitants  to  prevent  the  Mifchief,  choaked  up  ;  the  Land  Waters 
.overflowed;  and  our  learned  and  induftrious  Antiquary’s  particular  Account 
of  the  fenny  Part  of  Lincolnfhire,  fhews  us  what  it  was  in  his  Days  *.  In  the 

•  Reign  of  Charles  the  Firft  the  Roman  Syftem  revived,  and  the  illuftrious  Fa¬ 
mily  of  Bedford  projected  the  noble  and  national  Scheme  of  effectually  drain- 
.ing  the  Fens  ;  from  whence,  if  an  unnatural  Gppolition  of  milguided  People 
.had  not  prevented  it,  this  had  been  rendered  a  Land  of  Gofhen  ;  as  it  was, 
from  thence  all  the  fubfequent  Improvements,  fuch  as  they  are,  have  fprungy. 
But, to  complete  thele,  and  to  render  this  County  as  rich  and  flourilhing  as 
Nature  has  deiigned  it,  public  Wealth  muft  be  dilburfed,  and  public  Au¬ 
thority  employed,  to  perfect  the  Draining,  fecure  the  recovered  Lands  when 
t drained,  and  by  refloring  fome  of  the  decayed  Ports,  and  connecting  them 
with  the  principal  Market  Towns  through  the  whole  County,  by  fubffantial 
Roads,  open  the  Eyes  of  the  People  to  thofe  advantageous  Purfuits,  which, 
by  rewarding  their  Induftry,  would  quickly  attract  Numbers  to  (hare  in 
their  Felicity  z. 

In  order  to  eftabliih  this  very. important  Point,  let  me  farther  obferve: 

The  greater  Number  of  the  moft  ancient,  and,  in  their  Day,  the  moftcon- 
'•fiderable  Towns  in  this  County  are  within  ten  or  twelve  Miles  of  the  Sea.  This 
Choice  could  be  only  made  from  the  Trade  which  was  in  thofe  Times  carried 
mn,  from  Ports  that  are  now  loft.  Some  of  thele  Places,  low  and  defpicabie 
as  they  are,  have  Veftiges  and  Ruins,  which  evince  their  former  Profperity, 
of  which  feveral  bear,  in  their  public  Buildings  (particularly  in  their  Churches) 
more  lafting  Remains3.  While  Commerce  continued,  thefe  Towns  near  the 
Sea  flouriftied ;  and  gradually  funk,  as  it  decayed.  The  better  Sort  of  the  In¬ 
habitants,  as  being  in  a  Condition  to  live  elfewhere,  when  this  was  firffc  felt, 
retired ;  the  ruder  ftaid  in  the  declining  Villages,  and  being  intent  only  on 
obtaining  a  Subfiftence,  let  Cuts,  Drains,  Sewers,  Sluices,  and  every  thing 

*  The  belt  Way  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  miserable  Change  of  this  Country,  is  to  confult  the 
Defcription  of  Thorney  Abbey  by  William  of  Malmefbury,  cited  by  Camden  himfelf,  and  then  com¬ 
pare  it  with  his  own  Description  of  the  Fens. 

y  See  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Imbanking.  The  HiJfory  of  the  Great  Level,  with  Sir 
Jonas  Moore’s  Map :  And  the  feveral  Statutes  for  draining  the  Fens. 

See  a  little  Poem,  intituled,  “  A  true  and  natural  Defcription  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens 
•in  which,  tho’  the  Poetry  be  very  indifferent,  the  Fafts  are  clearly  reprefented,  and  the  Improve¬ 
ments  fet  in  a  true  and  juft  Light. 

a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  401.  Fuller’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.  1 51 .  Tanner’s  Notitia  Mc- 
naflica,  p.  117 — 134.  Stukeley’.s Itinerarium  Curiofutn,  p.  8,  11,  12,  13.  Salmon's  New  Survey 
.©f  England,  p.  237. 
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elfe,  fill  up,  fall  down,  or  moulder  away  h.  Their  Tempers  altered  witlr 
their  Condition;  indolent,  in  the  midftof  a  rough  Plenty,  they  ridiculed  thofe 
Improvements  for  which  they  had  no  Relifh;  were  the  firft  who  ftirred  in  the 
Civil  Wars,  and  deifroyed  the  nobleft  and  mod;  codly  Works  ever  undertaken 
in  the  Fens:  And  when  national  Madnefs  fubfided;  they  were  the  lad  who 
were  reclaimed,  and  then  all  was  to  begin  again  c.  Much- has  been  fince 
done,  yet  there  remains  much  more  to  do.  Grazing  and  Decoys  may  retain- 
thofe  there  are,  but  they  will  not  attract  new  Colonies  of  People.  A  Port  or 
two  recovered,  which  with  fome  Expence  might  be  brought  about ;  or  fome 
new  ones,  as  at  Totney,  to  which-Barks  come  of  an  hundred  Tons  laden  with 
Coals  and  Salt,  being  opened  and  rendered  fecure,  every-thing  propofed' 
would  follow  with  Eafed.  The  frequent  Sight  of  Ships  would  excite  the 
turning  Hemp  into  Cables,  Ropes,  and  Sail-coth  :  Fidiermen  and  Sailors 
would  wear  homefpun  Shirts  and  Coats;  Oxen  would  plough  to  produce  Bread; 
and  Bifcuit ;  there  would  be  a  Demand  for  Beef  at  Home  ;  and  when  once, 
killed,  their  Tallow  and  Hides  would  find  their  proper  Ufe  of  Courfe.  This- 
would  again  alter  the  Manners  of  the  People,,  and  the  improving  all  their 
Fen-grounds  to  the  utmoft,  being  palpably  every  one’s  Intereft,. nobody  would: 
oppofe  or  impede  it  e.  Thus,  what  might  perhaps  have  admitted  of  fome 
Doubt  when  propofed  in  grofs,.  appears  inconteftable  when  examined  in  de¬ 
tail  ;  and  what,  in  order  to  its  Execution,  feems  to  require  prodigious  Force- 
and  perpetual  Attention,  is  fhewn  to  have  fuch  a  natural  Spring  and  Direc¬ 
tion,.  as  in  a  great  meafure  may  difpenfe  with  both.. 

It  may  be  objected  that  thefe  Improvements  might  only  change  the  prefent 

Appearance  of  Things,  and  aggrandize  one  Part  of  the  County  by  impo- 

verifhing  the  other.  But  nothing  like  this  could  happen ;  the  Grain,  and; 

other  ftaple  Commodities  of  the  upland  Part  of  the  Shire,  would  come  to  a 

nearer  Market ;  and  the  Trade,  now  carried  on  in  raw  and  grofs  Materials,, 

would  be  then  converted  into  Manufactures,  and  much  increafed.  We  may 

* 

add,  that  Grazing  is  getting  Ground  at  prefent  even  in  thofe  Quarters;  and  that: 
inland  Navigation  is  far  from  thriving,  in  confequence  of  the  choaking  up  the 
Sea  Ports ;  i'o  that  in  reality  fuch  a  Change  would  be  equally  ufeful,  and  at  the: 


b  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Imbanking  and  Draining,  chap,  xliii.  Hiftory  or  Narrative  - 
of  the  Great.  Level  of  the  Fens,  p.  9.  The  Reverend. Mr.  de  la  Pryme’s  Account  of  Hatfield  Chace,. 
before  cited  from  the  Philofophical  TranfaCtions  of  the  Royal  Society. 

c  Colonel  Lilburne  and  his  Aflociates  gave  juft  the  fame  Difiurbance  to  the  Parliament,  that  Crom¬ 
well's  FaClion  had  done  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford  and  the  Crown. 

d  There  are  feveral,  and  fome  not  inconfiderable  Streams,  which  fall  into  the  Sea  between  Bof- 
ton  and  Grimfby,  that  might  be  very  effectually  applied  to  fcour  fuch  Ports,  and  might  be  alfo  of 
Ufe  (if  deepened)  in  receiving  the  Waters  from,  and  confcquently  draining,  the  adjacent  Lands 
e  In  this  Manner  all  fuch  like  Improvements  have  been  brought  about  (with  far  lefs  Advantages)  in 
other  Places,  and  why  not  here  ? 


Bottom 
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Bottom  is  equally  necefSary,  to  all  Parts  of  the  County  S  If  it  fhould  be 
faid,  thefe  would  be  temporary  Benefits,  drawn  from  other  Places  for  a 
while,,  and  which,  in  a  Series  of  Years,  by  the  like  Management  might  be 
drawn  from  hence ;  the  Anfwer  is  fhort.  Lincolnshire  is  a  vaft  County  abound¬ 
ing  every-where  with  Provisions,  and  yet  capable  of  affording  much  larger 
Quantities  ;  having  alfo  Materials  for  the  moft  profitable  Handicrafts  ;  fo  that 
if  there  were  five  Times  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  they  would  be  in  no 
Danger  of  wanting  either  Meat  or  Work:  And  where  Living  is  cheap.  La¬ 
bour  muff  be  fo  ;  and  working  on  their  own  Staples,  humanly  Speaking,  while 
Induftry  fubfifled,  thefe  Advantages,  tho’  eafily  attained,  could  hardly  ever 
be  taken  from  them ;  more  efpecially  as  a  Century  or  two  might  elapfe,  be¬ 
fore  the  Acceflions  made  by  draining  would  be  completed  S.  To  this  I  am 
tempted  to  add  what  has  been  all  along  in  my  Mind,  that  the  opening  and 
improving  a  few  Ports  on  this  CoafI,  would  be  of  prodigious  Service  to  the 
Coal  Trade,  as  it  would  afford  the  large  Ships  employed  therein  commodious 
Shelter  in  their  outward  and  homeward  Voyages,,  and  fo  make  thofe  Places  the 
Objects  of  their?  Hope,  which,  from  the  frequent  Loffes  they  have  fuflained, 
have  been  hitherto  their  Terror.  But  it  is  highly  feafonable  to  put  an  End  to- 
Reflections,  and  to  return  to  Fadtsand  our  Survey  of  the  CoafI;  from  which  I 
have  made  along,  but  I  hope  not  an  ufelefs  Digreilion. 

On  the  oppofite  Side  of  the  Humber,  in  the  County  of  York,  Several  Ports 
have  Suffered  from  the  Sea.  Heddon,  Haydon,  or  Hedon,  conflituted  a  free 
Burgh  by  King  John,  in  Succeeding  Times  fo  enriched  by  Trade  as  to  have 
three  Parifh  Churches,  of  which,  in  our  own,  there  remains  but  one,  once  pof- 
fefled  of  a  good  Harbour,  has  now  Scarce  any  Thing  that  is  like  a  Harbour  at 
all  I5,  tho’  it  is  fiill  a  Corporation,  and  as  Such  fends  two  Members  to  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Patrington,  the  old  Pr<£torium  as  many  think,  has  yet  Some  Small  Share 
of  Trade  h  In  this  Wapentake  of  Holdernefs,  Several  Ports  that  appear  to  have 
been  confiderable  from  our  Records,,  are  no  longer  to  be  found.  The  Sea 
that  rendered  them  once  Significant,  has,  in  a  long  Series  of  Years,  by  unre- 
flfted  Depredations,  Swept  them  away  k.  North  from  Spurnhead,  the  Pro¬ 
montory  that  makes  the  further  Boundary  of  the  Humber,  the  CoafI  is  high, 

f  From  the  fame  natural  Caufes  by  which,  thro’  Indolence  and  Inattention,  thefe  Ports  have  been 
loft,  the  Recovery  and  Improvement  of  them  would  be  found  eafy.  For  as  in  Ireland,  fo  in  Lin- 
colnlhire,  Induftry  and  Sagacity  may  effect  almoft  any  thing  ;  the  very  Nature  of  the  Country  con- 
fpiring  with  their  Endeavours. 

g  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  all  the  great  Proje&s  for  draining,  when  the  Undertakers  have  been 
fuccefsful  the  common  People  have  grudged  the  ftipnlated  Recompence  ;  which  fhould  be  guarded 
againft,  by  giving  another  Kind  of  Recompence  than  has  been  hitherto  pra<ftifed. 

h  Cart.  9  Edw.  iii.  n.  53.  per  Infpex.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  voh  i.  fol.  68,  69.  Camdeni  Britan¬ 
nia,  p-  579- 

*  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  68.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  579.  Additions  to  the  Englifh 
Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Baxteri  Gloftarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  199.  Sal¬ 
mon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  p.  583. 

k  As  for  Inftance,.  Hornfey,  Drypool,  Friflunere,  Hide,  and  Ravenfere  or  Ravenfpurgh. 

and- 
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^an'd  there  are  many  fafe  R.oads.  Brillinden,  Bridlington,  or  Burlington,  is 
an  ancient  Sea  Port  l,  covered  by  the  Point  of  Land. called  Flamborough  Head 
from  North  Wed;  and  North-Eab  Winds,  fecured  and  improved  in  many  re- 
fpedts  in  fucceeding  Ages,  and  in  right  of  thefe  Improvements  is  become  a  Corn 
Market.  The  Quay,  well  inhabited,  dies  near  two  Miles  from  the  Town, 
and  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  Port.  About  Sixty  Years  ago  an  Application 
was  made  to-Parliament  for  obtaining  fome  Abibance  from  the  Public,  :to  pre¬ 
sent  the  Decay  of  this  Harbour,  and  to  render  it  more  ufeful  to  the  Navigation 
northwards ;  for  accomplishing  of  which  a  Duty  was  laid  of  a  Earthing  a 
Chaldron  upon  Coals  loadedin  the  Port,  or  in  any  of  the  Members  of  the  Port, 
.of  Newcaftle  for  feven  ^earsm;  which  Duty  expiring,  was  again  .revived  in 
the  Reign  of  his  late  Majeby  King  George  the  Firb,  and  foon  after,  for  length¬ 
ening  the  two  Piers  and  other  Purpofes  (the  Amount  of  the  former  Duties 
being  found  infufficient)  feveral  others  were  impofed  n,  which  Still  fubiib  in 
virtue  of  feveral  Statutes  Since  paSTed  for  that  Intent0.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  Grants  Turlington  islbecome  much  .more  considerable,  has  a  Cuftom- 
houfe,  and  a  proper  Appointment  of  Officers,  is  regarded  as  a  Member  of  the 
Port  of  Hull;  and,  in  Conjunction  with  that,  has  contributed  pot  a  little  to 
the  Improvement  of  Lands  in  the  Eab  Riding  v. 

Beyond  Flamborough  Head,  a  rocky  Promontory  of  a  round  Figure  pro** 
jedts  into  the  Sea,  by  which  it  is  Surrounded  on  all  Sides  except  only  on  the 
Web;  on  the  Summit  of  which  Rock  was  built  the  Cable,  and  on  the  Side 
of  which  Hands  the  Town  of  Scarborough q.  It  Seems  to  have  been  a  Place 
;of  fome  Note  even  before  the  Conqueft,  foon  after  which,  as  difficult  a  Talk, 
as  this  mub  have  been,  a  Fortrefs  was  here  conftrudted.  This  Cable  was  re¬ 
built,  as  a  Place  capable  of  commanding  the  Country  adjacent,  by  King  Henry 
the  Second,  agreeable  to  the  martial  Spirit  of  that  Age r.  In  the  Reign  of  EcL 
ward  the  Second  it  was  remarkable  as  a  Haven ;  Afterwards  it  grew  of  much 
more  Confequence,  and  was  fecured  by  a  Pier,  which  became  ruinous  jn  the 
Reign  of  Flenry  the  Eighth,  when  Provffion  was  made  by  Statute  for  its  Re¬ 
pair  and  Support.  In  Proportion  as  our  Conbitution  improved,  and  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Commerce  revived,  the  Importance  of  Scarborough  was  thoroughly 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.i.  fol.  6$.  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Tcpographjcpd  Dictionary,  p.  49, 
,Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  .579. 

™  Stat.  8  Will.  III.  cap.  29.  .§.  1. 

n  Stat.  1  Geo.  I.  cap.  49.  5  Geo.  I.  cap.  10.  by  which  additional  Duties  are  granted  to  June 

1755* 

0  Stat.  26  Geo.  II.  by  which  thefe  Duties  are  continued,  as  well  the  old  .as -the  new,  to  June 
"P4>  i79°- 

p  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  4.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  323.  Crouch’s 
Yiewof  the  Britifh  Cuflorns,  p.  384. 

q  Lambarde’s  Hiflprical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  330.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  586. 
Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  80. 

r  Gul,  Neubrigenfis  Hift.  lib.  i.  p.  1 13,  114.  Rogeri  de  Hovedea  Annal.  p.  566.  Lelandi  Col- 
icCtanea,  tom.  i.  p.  122. 

difcemed, 
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difcerned,  and  the  old  Works  cleaned  and  amended  s.  But  it  is  in  our  Times,, 
and  in  virtue  of  AffifHnce  wifely  given  by  the  Legiilature,  that  Scarborough 
is  become  the  mod:  fecure  and  commodious  Haven  between  Newcaftle  and 
the  Humber ;  not  more  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  Benefit 
of  the  whole  North  Riding  of  the  opulent  County  of  York,  than  the  ge¬ 
neral  Convenience  of  the  Navigation  on  this  Side  of  the  Ifland,  which  has 
been  long  of  very  great,  and  is  growing  daily  (may  it  ftill  grow  !)  of  far  greater 
Importance. 


It  will  not  a  little  contribute  to  clear  the  Argument  maintained  thro*  this 
Chapter,  if  we  add  a  few  Remarks  to  thofe  we  have  already  made  upon  this ' 
Place;  the  rather,  becaufe  as  none  is  more  generally  known,  none  can  ren¬ 
der  luch  Remarks  better  underfiood.  Fifhing  was  the  firfb  Support  of  the 
Town,  and  continues  to  be  fo  Brill,  in  a  very  confpicuous  Degree,  to  the  lower 
Clafs  of  Inhabitants,  who  are  .equally  induftrious  and  dextrous  in  taking  Cod, 
Ling,  Whiting,  Soles,  Lobfters,  and  other  Fifh,  which  turn  to  good  Account. 
This  is- very  beneficial  to  Scarborough,  as  commonly  the  Fifhermen  marry r 
young,  becaufe  their  Wives  and  Children  are  very  ufeful  to  them  in  their  Bu- 
llnefs ;  and  it  is  observed  they  both  generally  have,  and  ufually  breed  up,  very 
numerous  Families;  Boat  and  Ship  building  is  the  natural,  and  indeed  only 
Manufacture  of  the  Place ;  but  molt  of  the  wealthy  Inhabitants  are  Owners 
of  Ships,  of  which  they  have  fome  hundreds  belonging  to  them,  chiefly  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Coal  and  Coaft  Trade.  We  mu  ft  join  to  this,  the  Profits  arifing 
from  the  great  and  yet  growing  annual  Refort  to  their  medicinal  Waters,  the 
Seafon  lafting  about  thirteen  Weeks,  and  leaving  behind  at  leaf!  as  many  thou- 
fand  Pounds,  which  being  laid  out  chiefly  on  the  Produce  of  the  neighbouring 
Farms,  muft  have  a  fignal  Effedt  upon  their  Cultivation;  and  thus  the  Con¬ 
nection  and  Confequences  of  very  different  Kinds  of  Induftry  are  brought  into- 
a  proper  Point  of  View,  and  (hew  how  they  may  be  befl:  drawn  to  concur  for 
the  People’s  Benefit,  and  the  Improvement  of  the  Country11.  The  Town  of 
Scarborough  is  an  ancient  Corporation,  fends  two  Members  to  Parliament, 
and  is  regarded  iiifits-commercial  Capacity  as  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Hull ; 
but  with  a  Cuftom-houfe  and  proper  Officers  in  the  Town  w.  Robin  Hood’s 
Bay  lies  between  this  Place  and  Whitby ;  and  here  is  a  commodious  Fifhery, 
good  anchoring-in  fix  or  eight  Fathom  Water,  and  the  Land  high;  fo  that 
it  might  be  very  ferviceable  to  Navigation,  if  it  was  not  unfortunately  quite 

s  Paf.  Brevia.  9  Edw.  II.  Rot.  35  b.  Stat.  37  H6n  VIII.  cap.  14.  §.  1.  Leland’s  Itinerary, 
vol.  i.  66,  6j,  68.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  586.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol. 
80. 

1  See  the  Article  of  Scarborough  in  Collier's  Dictionary.  Stat.  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  2.  §.  1.  25-Geo. 

II.  to  explain,  amend,  and  render  the  former  more  effectual. 

u  Thefe  Particulars  from  private  Information;  more  efpecially  of  a  worthy  Gentleman  of  Lin¬ 
coln's  Inn,  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  Place. 

w  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  i.  Preface  p.  xiii.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritime)  et  Navali,  jp. 
323.  Crouch’s  Compleat  View  of  the  Britilh  Cuftoms,  p.  384. 

2  J  open 
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open  to  the  Eaft  Wind,  by  which.  Ships  Peeking  Refuge,  here  might  be  ex- 
pofed  to  great  Danger*. 

Whitby  is  fo  remarkable  an  Inftancethat  Induftry,  Application,  and  Perfe- 
■verance,  when  Readily  and  thoroughly  exerted,  will  overcome  all  Obftacles,  and 
fix  Plenty  and  Prolperity  to  the  Spot,  where  People  capable  of  exerting  them 
are  found;  that  from  a  Perfuafion  nothing  can  contain  moreufeful  Inftrudtion, 
or  convey  clearer  Ideas  of  the  mod  effectual  Means  of  improving  a  Country, 
that  is,  railing  it,  however  unpromiling,  into  a  State  of  maintaining  a  Multitude 
of  People  in  the  Enjoyment  of  all  the  NecelTaries  and  Conveniences  of  Life, 
than  the  Hiftory  of  the  Progrefs  of  a  maritime  Place,  I  have  feledted  this,  as 
one,  which',  in  this  refpetft,  may  in  a  very  particular  Manner  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pole,  by  difcovering  with  what  Facility,  and,  the  Importance  of  the  Thing 
conlidered,  with  what  Celerity  luch  a  Change  is  produced  y.  A  Change  of 
no  lei's  Confequence,  than  from  a  fmall  Village  to  a  large  Town  ;  from  a  bill¬ 
ing  Plamlet  to  a  Place  of  Refort ;  an  Emporium  in  regard  to  the  adjacent 
Country,  and,  in  reference  to  foreign  Commerce,  adourifliing  SeaPort7-. 

Tiie  Town  of  Whitby  owed  its  Original  to  an  Abbey,  founded  here  by  St. 
Hilda,  in  which  was  brought  up  as  a  Nun  Elfleda,  Daughter  to  Ofwy  the 
victorious  King  of  Northumberland,  A.  D.  6joa.  The  Saxon  Name  of  the 
Place  was  Streonelheal  or  Strenlhal,  fignifying  a  Bay  or  Inlet  of  the  Coaft,  or 
rather  a  confpicuous  Building  on  the  Coaft  h.  Afterwards  it  was  called  Pref- 
teby,  or  the  Habitation  of  Clergy,  and  then  Hwytby,  next  Whiteby,  and 
now  Whitby,  that  is,  Candidus  Vicus,  or  more  literally  the  White  Dwelling, 
from  the  Colour  of  the  adjacent  Cliffs  The  Abbey  was  ruined,  and  the 
Town  alfo,  by  Hinguar  and  Hubba  with  their  Danes  and  when,  in  eonfe- 
quence  of  their  Convents  being  reftored,  the  Place  began  a  little  to  revive, 
the  Norman  Conqueft,  and  the  Troubles  that  enfued,  brought  it  almoft  as  low 
as  ever It  was  granted  in  order  to  its  Re-foundation,  about  1067,  by  Wal- 

t  *•  •  •  ' 

x  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  57.  Oamdeni  Bntannia,  p.  585.  Speed's  Theatre  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  Empire,  fol.  80.  •  Atlas  Maritiirms  et  Commercialis,  p.  4.  Cutler's  Goading  Pilot,  p.  6. 

7  The  Reader  will  perceive,  that  all  thefe  extraordinary  Things  have  Seen  brought  about  within 
the  Space  of  two  Centuries  at  the  very  mod. 

z  Seethe  Annotations  on  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  The  fliort  Article  of 
Whitby  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Broome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p,  155. 

a  Beds  Hid.  Ecclef.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  Hi.  cap.  24.  Polyd.  Virg.  Hid.  Anglic,  lib.  iv.  Tanner’s 
Notitia  Monadica,  p.  248. 

b  Chroniccn  Saxonicum,  p.  45.  Lambarde’s  Hidorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  401. 
Baxteri  Glodarium  Antiquitatum  Britaonicarum,  p.  no. 

c  ExRegidro  Cartarum  Abbatire  de  Whitby,  fol.  139  b.  Lambarde’s  Hidorical  and  Topogra? 
phical  Dictionary,  p.401.  Baxteri  GlolTarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  109. 

d  Lelandi  Colleftan.  tom.  i.  p.  19.  Polyd.  Virg.  Hid.  Ang.  lib.  v.  Lambarde’s  Hidorical  and 
Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  401. 

e  Lelandi  Collectanea,  tom.  i.  p.  537,  538.  Ex  Regidro  Cartarum  Abbatiae  de  Whitby,  fol.  139, 
Lambarde’s  Hidorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  491. 
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ter  de  Percy,  to  Serlo  and  fome  Benedi&ine  Monks f ;  and  gradually  recover¬ 
ing  its  former  State,  continued  in  a  flourifhing  Condition  to  the  general  Sup- 
preffion  of  Monafteries,  at  which  J un&ure  •  it  was  valued  at  five  hundred 
Pounds  per  Annum  g.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  all  this  Time  Whitby  re¬ 
mained  but  little  better  than  a  Village ;  yet  that  was  not  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Monks  h.  The  Place  flood  commodioufly  in  fome  Refpedts,  and'  they  knew 
the  Value  of  every  Kind  of  Situation,  and  commonly  made  the  moft  of  it  ;  as 
it  is  certain  they  did  of  the  Country  near  this  Abbey,  tho’  none  of  the  bed, 
from  the  Marks  of  its  being  once  arable  Land,  dill  vifible  on  their  Moors  K 
We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  Whitby  belonging  to  them  was  not  over¬ 
looked,  or  any  of  its  few  natural  Advantages  dighted  ;  and  that  this  was  really 
the  Cafe,  and  the  Village  already  grown  pretty  condderable  while  under  their 
Jurifdidtion,  appears  from  hence,  that  foon  after  the  Diffolution,  Whitby 
was,  in  the  Opinion  of  Leland,  a  large  fifhing  Town  with  a  Haven,  which 
the  Inhabitants  were  even  then  improving,  by  the  Confirmation  of  a  Pier  out 
of  the  Stones  furnifhed  by  the  Fall  of  an  adjacent  Cliffy ;  which  fhews  the 
Spirit  and  Genius  of  the  People,  that  being  now  left  more  to  themfelves,  be¬ 
gan  already  to  point  at  what  active  Indudry,  jud  Oeconomy,  and  a  deady  At¬ 
tention  to  the  fmall  Number  of  Conveniencies  they  pofTefs,  have  fince  to  fo* 
high  a  Degree  enabled  them  to  acquire. 

This  Town  dands  on  both  Sides  of  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Efke,  which 
runs  herewith  a  full  and  rapid  Stream  into  the  German  Ocean  L  The  Coun¬ 
try  round  it  is  none  of  the  bed,  for  tho’  tolerably  cultivated  for  three  or  four 
Miles,  in  the  Vicinity  of  Whitby,  yet  the  Moores  beyond  that,  on  every  Side 
feem  fo  inhofpitable,  and  are  generally  thought  fo  barren,  that  they  are  at 
prefent  left  in  their  neglected  ufelefs  State  of  Morafs,  as  incapable  of  Culture. 
We  are  however  adured,  as  has  been  before  hinted,  that  in  former  Times  Im¬ 
provements  reached  to  a  greater  Didance,  which  is  highly  probable;  for  be¬ 
yond  all  Doubt,  the  Land,  as  well  as  the  Sea,  furnidied  the  Inhabitants, 
immediately  after  the  Dedrudtion  of  their  Abbey,  with  the  fird  Means  of 
carrying  on  a  Coad  Trade.  This  they  did  in  fmall  Veflels,  freighted  chiefly 
with  Butter,  Tallow,  and  Fiih,  which  feem  to  have  been  their  daple  Com- 

• 

f  Lelandi  Collectanea,  tom.  iii.  p.  37.  Monafticon  Anglicanum,  tom.  i.  p.  71,  988.  Tanner’s 
Notitia  Monadica,  p.  248. 

s  According  to  Burton  or  Speed’s  Catalogue  of  religious  Houfes  and  their  Values.  But  in  Sir 
William  Dugdale’s,  at  the  End  of  the  fird  Volume  of  the  Monadicon,  only  four  hundred  thirty  fe- 
ven  Pounds. 

h  They  began  to  recover  fo  faff  when  redored  to  their  Houfe,  after  the  Norman  Conqueft,  that 
their  fird  Patrons  were  tempted  to  drip  them  once  again  of  all  they  had. 

i  As  Monafteries  were  the  moft  able,  and  their  Tenures  the  mod  permanent,  fo  the  Eflates  ia 
their  PofTefTion  were  commonly  as  well  improved  as  any  in  the  Kingdom. 

k  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  57. 

1  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  80.  Additions  to  the  EngUfii  Tranflation  of  Cam- 
.den’s  Britannia.  Broome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  aad  Wales,  p.  155. 
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modities  during  the  latter  Half  of  the  fixteenth  Century  m.  The  Parifti  Re- 
gifters  (hew,  that  in  the  Beginning  of  the  feventeenth,  the  Inhabitants  of 
Whitby  were  not  above  threefcore  Families,  yet  they  {till  went  on  thriving 
and  improving  in  every  refpedt ;  fo  that  by  the  Clofe  of  that  Century  they 
were  become  very  conlpicuous,  having,  to  thofe  they  originally  had,  added 
two  great  Branches  of  Traffic,  one  arifing  from  their  Alum  Works,  and  the 
other  from  their  taking  a  Share  in  the  Coal  Trade  n.  In  confequence  of  this, 
we  find  that  before  the  Year  1700  they  were  poffeffed  of  about  threefcore 
Ships,  of  the  Burthen  of  eighty  Tons  or  upwards0;  which,  by  the  Way,  is 
above  three  times  as  many  as  belonged  to  all  the  Ports  in  Yorkfhire,  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth p. 

The  Increafe  of  People,  the  Growth  of  Shipping,  the  building  and  em¬ 
ploying  Veflels  of  larger  Bulk  than  in  former  Times,  made  the  Townfmen 
fenfible  of  Inconveniencies  that  had  never  appeared  to  their  Predecefiors  ;  in- 
fomuch  that  they  found  it  neceffary  to  apply  to  Parliament,  for  Power  to  raife 
a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money,  for  the  Enlargement  and  Security  of  their 
Port.  Accordingly,  in  the  firft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  they  ob¬ 
tained  fuch  a  Lawfl,  and  in  1704  the  Pier  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Harbour 
was  carried  out  above  three  hundred  Yards,  and  another  Pier  was  eredled  at 
the  Eaft  Cliff,  two  hundred  Yards  in  Length,  running  diredtly  crofs  the  Har¬ 
bour,  by  which  the  Breadth  at  the  Entrance  was  reduced  to  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Yards.  Thefe  two  Piers  broke  the  Violence  of  the  Sea  in  ftormy 
Weather,  and  rendered  it  practicable  for  Ships  to  ride  in  great  Safety,  when 
they  were  once  a  little  Way  within  the  Heads.  It  was  afterwards,  how¬ 
ever,  found  no  lels  expedient  to  conftruCt  a  third  Pier  crofs  the  Harbour,  on 
the  Eaft  Side,  clofe  to  the  End  of  the  Town,  and  to  run  another  direCtly  oppo- 
iite  to  this,  crofs  the  Harbour,  from  the  Weft  Side,  which  reduces  the  En¬ 
trance  to  about  fourfcore  Yards ;  and  as  thefe  Improvements  were  very  ex- 
penfive,  a  fecond  Adt  was  procured  in  the  feventh  Year  of  the  Queen,  for 
continuing  the  Duties  fo  granted  for  a  further  Term  of  Years,  that  is  to 
1723,  upon  like  Suggeftions  r.  The  Advantages  arifing  from  all  thofe  Works 
were  fo  great,  and  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  this  Port  fo  furprifingly 

m  According  to  private  Information  from  Perfons  well  acquainted  with  the  Place  and  Subjeft. 

n  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  585.  Remarks  on  the  Benefits  arifing  from  the  Coal  Trade. 

0  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales.  This  the  Reader  will  find  reprefented  as  the  prefent  State  of  the  Place  in 
moft  of  the  modern  Defcriptions. 

P  As  appears  by  an  authentic  Lift  in  the  Year  1574  or  1575,  and. certified  to  the  Lord  High  Ad-* 
miral.  The  Number  of  Veflels  were  but  fifty-four  of  all  Sorts,  and  of  thefe  only  eighteen  above  the 
Burthen  of  fourfcore  Tons,  and  all  the  fea-faring  People,  Fifhermen  included,  no  more  than  eight 
hundred  and  eighty. 

Stat.  1  Annoe,  cap.  19.  §  1.  The  Duties  created  by  this  Aft  were  to  commence  May  1,  1702,. 
and  continue  for  nine  Years. 

r  This  was  a  private  Aft,  and  confequently  not  printed,  but  the.  Import  of  it  is  recited  in  the  fub* 
fequent  Statute  of  the  eighth  of  his  lateMajefty. 

increafe  dj. 
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increafed,  that  it  was  found  unavoidably  requilite,  in  order  to  fupport  and 
extend  them  much  farther,  to  apply  again  to  Parliament,  in  the  feventh  Year 
of  King  George  I.  when  a  Law  was  palled  to  render  certain  Duties,  payable 
in  that  Port,  perpetual  for  thofe  Purpofes  s.  After  all  this,  it  ffcill  appeared 
indifpenfably  necelfary,  to  prevent  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour  from  being  ab- 
folutely  choaked  up,  an  Inconvenience  to  which  Tide  Havens  are  exceedingly 
expofed,  to  carry  out  the  Weft  Pier  to  the  full  Extent  of  four  hundred  and 
forty  Yards:  And  for  this  Purpofe  an  Adi  was  obtained,  in  the  eighth  t  of 
his  late  Majefty’s  Reign,  for  continuing  Duties  upon  Coals,  laden  any-where 
within  the  Port  of  Newcaftle,  for  thirty-one  Years,  to  be  accounted  from  the 
firft  of  July  1735;  and  even  within  thefe  few  Years,  another  Law  has  been 
made  for  repairing  and  enlarging  the  Piers  before-mentioned,  and  for  many 
other,  and  thofe  capital  Improvements,  by  which  an  additional  Duty  of  an¬ 
other  Farthing  on  every  Chaldron  of  Coals,  laden  within  the  Bounds  of  the 
Port  of  Newcaftle,  to  June  i,  1781,  has  been  granted11.  At  Spring-Tides 
’there  are  eighteen  Feet,  and  twelve  Feet  Water  at  Neap-Tides,  in  this  Har¬ 
bour;  and  the  River  Elk,  or,  as  it  was  antiently  called,  Whifk,  tho’  there 
is  a  Drawbridge  over  it,  being  navigable  as  far  as  the  Village  of  Rufwarp, 
there  is  fufticient  Room  to  lay  up  live  hundred  Sail  of  Ships.  In  the  Year 
1751  there  were  two  hundred  forty-five  Veffels  belonging  to  this  Port,  their 
Burthen  computed  one  with  another  at  fifty  thoufand  Tons.  It  may  be  they 
are  fince  fomewhat  decreafed,  for  here  as  well  as  elfewhere  Bufinefs  ebbs  and 
flows,  from  Caufes  that  we  have  not  Room  to  confider  w. 

The  modern  Town  and  Haven  of  Whitby  are  become  quite  different 
Things  from  what  they  formerly  were.  The  old  Church  ftands  upon  the 
Eaft  Cliff,  to  which  they  afcend  by  two  hundred  Steps  or  Stairs,  at  a  fmall 
Diftance  from  the  Remains  of  the  Abbey,  venerable,  not  to  fay  magnificent, 
even  in  Ruins,  and  ftill  very  ufeful  as  a  Sea  Mark  x.  The  Houfes  are  neat, 

s  Stat.  7  Geo.  I.  cap.  16.  §  1.  By  this,  fix  Pence  a  Chalder  on  Coals,  two  Shillings  on  every 
Weigh  of  Salt,  four  Pence  for  every  Quarter  of  Malt,  Corn,  or  Grain,  three  Pence  a  Ton  on  all  fo¬ 
reign  Goods  imported  in  Englilh  Bottoms,  fix  Pence  per  Ton  for  the  like  Goods  on  foreign  Bottoms, 
one  Penny  per  Firkin  on  Butter,  one  Penny  per  Score  for  dry,  three  Pence  per  Barrel  on  wet  Fifli  drip¬ 
ped  from  Whitby,  one  Shilling  for  every  Englilh  Ship  that  enters  within  the  Heads,  and  four  Pence 
tor  every  Top  of  fuch  Ship,  for  foreign  Ships  double,  are  granted  for  ever. 

1  Stat.  8  Geo.  II.  cap.  10.  §  1.  which  recites  the  Aft  of  the  feventh  of  the  Queen,  and  revives  the 
Duty  of  one  Farthing  per  Chalder  on  Coals,  laden  from  the  Port  of  Newcaftle. 

u  Stat.  23  Geo.  II.  which  recites  all  the  former  A<fts,  {hews  the  ufeful  Purpofes  for  which  they 
were  made,  and  had  been  thoroughly  anfwered  by  them  ;  dates  the  Income,  from  the  perpetual 
Taxes,  at  one  hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  and  the  Debt,  upon  the  Grant  of  the'  firft  Farthing  on  a 
Chalder  of  Coals,  at  fix  thoufand  and  two  hundred  Pounds,  with  the  farther  Benefits  expected  from 
the  Works  now  intended. 

w  I  am  to  acknowlege,  as  I  do  with  much  Gratitude,  the  Communication  of  thefe  Particulars  by 
the  ingenious  Mr.  Lionel  Charleton  of  Whitby. 

x  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  6.  It  is  very  probable  that  there  was  fome  Fortrefs  or  other  notable 
Building  here,  even  before  the  Abbey,  whence  the  Saxon  Name  Strenlhall,  i.  e.  Strand  Hall. 

2  ftrongj 
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Arong,  and  convenient ;  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  about  nine  thou  fan  d  * 
Indufiry,  Frugality,  and  a  univerfal  Paflion  for  what  regards  the  Marine,  are 
their  diftinguifhing  Charafieriftics  7.  Ship-building  is  their  principal  Manu¬ 
facture,  for  which  they  have  at  prefent  three  capacious  dry  Docks,  which,  at 
Spring-Tides,  will  receive  Ships  of  full  five  hundred  Tons  Burthen,  and  the 
Shipwrights  have  Thoughts  of  adding  two  more  z.  They  have  commonly 
Ten  or  a  Dozen  good  Ships  on  the  Stocks ;  and  as  the  Workmen  are  hindered 
by  nothing  but  rainy  Weather,  they  build  and  repair  with  much  Dilpatch  and 
Dexterity;  and  are  reputed  to  launch  as  found,  firong,  and  ferviceable  Vef- 
fels  as  any,  without  Exception,  which  are  built  upon  this  Coaft..  It  is  in¬ 
credible  almoft,  what  vafi  Advantages  this  Bufmefs  has  produced,  and  what 
prodigious  Numbers  it  conftantly  and  profitably  employs,  uniting  happily 
Manufacture,  Trade,  and  Commerce,  in  Favour  of  thefe  fober,  honed,,  and 
induftrious  People a. 

The  Trade  of  this  Town,  being  fo  populous,  and  thofe  who  dwell  in  it,* 
having  fomewhat  better  to  mind,  railing  little  or  nothing  for  their  own  Sub- 
fiftence,  mult  be  very  beneficial  to  the  Farmers  of  the  adjacent  Country ;  and 
their  Saturday’s  Market,  which  is  remarkably  well  fupplied,  circulates  many 
thoufand  Pounds  annually  amonglt  their  Neighbours.  An  indubitable  Proof 
of  this  is  the  Rife  of  Land,  inclofed  and  lying  near  this  Place,  within  Memory,, 
from  about  twenty  to  thirty-three  Years  Purchafe.  There  is  upon  the  River,  at 
Rufwarp,  a  fmall  Difiance  above  the  Town,  one  of  the  largeft  and  mofieom- 
dious  Boulting-mills,  in  the  Kingdom.  As  Filhing  was  the  original  Sup¬ 
port  of  the  Place,  fo  there  is  fiill  Abundance  of  Filh  caught,  and,  exclufive 
of  what  is  cured,  their  Panier-men  difpofe  of  frelh  Fifii  thro’  all  the  Places 
round  about,  to  near  an  hundred  Miles  Difiance.  The  Alum  Works  in  the; 
Vicinity  of  this  Town,  of  which  there  are  eight  wrought  at  prefent,  employ 
many  Hands,  and  in  their  Confequences  give  Subfiftence  to  many  more ;  for 
being  a  bulky  Commodity,  confiderable  Quantities  are  carried  annually  to  Hull, 
and  much  larger  Quantities  are  fent  hither.  Kelp  is  alfo  made  of  Sea  Weed* 
along  the  Coaft,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Alum-boilers  and  other  Purpofes.  Befides 
thefe  there  is  no*ManufaCture  worth  mentioning,  except  Can vafs,  made  chiefly 
for  the  Service  of  the  Government,  and  not  much  advanced  at  prefent.  It  is 
believed  there  are  Coals  at  no  great  Diftance,  and  it  is  more  certain  there 
is  Iron  Ore,  but  neither  Kind  of  Mine  is  wrought,  for  the  fame  Reafon  Agri¬ 
culture  is  negledted,  becaufe  the  People  of  Whitby  know  how  to  apply  their 
Skill  and  Pains  to  a  better  Account ;  but  in  Procefs  of  Time,  as  their  Num- 

t 

v  This  Account  of  the  People,  which  I  received  from  the  Place,  agrees  perfectly,  well  with  the 
Number  of  Ships  and  Seamen,  and  therefore  they  may  be  all  pretty  near  the  Truth. 

2  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialism  p.  4. — where  it  is  faid,  the  bell  and  ftrongeft  Ships  employedi 
in  the  Coal  Trade  are  built  here. 

a  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  6,.  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xxi.  p.  108.  See  alfo  all  the  mo*, 
dera  Accounts,  of  this.  Port. 

hers 
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bers  mcreafe,  they  may  probably  turn  their  Thoughts  to  both  b.  Their  Coal! 
Trade  inTime  of  Peace  is  very  large;  they  export  Butter,  Filh,  Hams,  Tallow, 
Alum,  &c.  About  fix  thouiand  Barrels  of  this  excellent  Butter  comes  yearly  to 
London,  and  five-hundred  Barrels  of  Fifh  to  the  fame  Market.  On  the  other 
Hand,  they  import  a  thoufand  Ton  of  Lime  from  Scarborough,  and  many  thou- 
fand  Chalder  of  Coals  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Alum-works,  and  for  their  domeftic 
Confumption,  befides  a  Multitude  of  ufeful  and  neceflary  Commodities  from 
hence  ;  fending  hither  ufually  between  forty  and  fifty  Vefiels  a  Year.  They 
have,  in  common  with  the  refi:  of  the  Ports  upon  the  Coafis,  a  confiderable 
Share  in  the  Coal  Trade,  and,  in  Time  of  War,  are  generally  much  concerned 
in  letting  out  their  Shipping  for  the  Tranfport  Service.  Thus  in  no  Seafon 
are  they  idle ;  and  the  very  Wear  and  Tear  of  their  Craft  brings  frelh  Em¬ 
ployment  and  additional  Benefits  to  their  Carpenters,  who  are  always  bufy 

Besides  all  this,  their  foreign  Commerce  is  not  only  worthy  Notice  at 
prefent,  but  is  alfo  daily  increafing ;  and  fo  extenfive  that  it  reaches  to  al- 
mod  all  Parts  of  Europe.  They  fend  between  twenty  and  thirty  large  Ships, 
annually,  properly  laden,  into  the  Baltic,  exclufive  of  a  Ship  fent  alfo  to  Arch¬ 
angel  in  Rufifia,  on  Account  of  the  Merchants  of  London ;  nine  or  ten  Vefiels 
almofi:  conllantly  paffing  between  this  Place  and  Holland ;  five  or  fix  fail 
yearly  up  the  Mediterranean,  which  very  frequently  proceed  to  the  Levant,, 
with  at  leal!  one  hundred  and  twenty  Tons  of  Salt-Fifh,  among!!  other  Pro¬ 
ducts  of  this  Country;  about  the  fame  Number  to  the  northern  Colonies  : 
They  have  of  late  had  fome  Intercourfe  with  the  Leeward  Iflands,  and  have 
alfo  been  pretty  fuccefsful  in  the  Whale-Fifiiery.  What  they  import  chiefly 
are  the  following  Goods Rice,  Salt,  Iron,  Timber,  Hemp,  Pitch,  Tar, 
Turpentine,  and  other  bulky  Commodities,  for  their  Ship-building.  They 
have  three  Infurance  Companies,  exclufive  of  private  Agreements  amonglfc 
Merchants  and  Owners  of  Ships,  to  indemnify  each  other  from  Lofies  by 
Sea,  Fire,  or  War,  which  have  excellent  EffeCts,  and  keeps  up  a  prodigious 
Spirit  of  Indufiry  and  Enterprize,  by  fecuring  Individuals  from  being  undone 
by  any  bold  Undertaking,  which  is  a  Point  of  inexpreflible  Confequence  in  a 
Place  like  this,  as  it  connects  the  whole  Community  in  the  fame  Intercity 
and,  which,  is  every-where  a  Blefiing,  contributes  to  the  railing  many  com¬ 
petent,  inltead  of  a  few  very  great  Fortunes  e. 

b  Additions  to  the  Englilh.  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Ray’s  Proverbs,  p.  144,  145,. 
Private  Information,  from  fome  of  the  Inhabitants. 

c  Maitland’s  Hiltory  of  London,  p.  621.  and  from  particular  Informations,  fome  of  which  make 
them  more. 

d  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  155,  156.  Account  of  Whitby  im 
the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xxi.  p.  108 — 1 10.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  6. 

*e  This  Cuftom  has  been  introduced  into  fome  other  Ports  as  well  as  Whitby,  and  with  no  lefs 
Succefs,  and  for  that  Reafon  is  recommended  here ;  as  one  Expedient  for  fupporting  a  rifing  Port,, 
and  cherhhing  that  Difpofition  to  rifque  a  little  to  get  a  great  deal,  which,  tho’  it  may  be.  dangerous 
to.  particular  Perfons,  is  commonly  advantageous  to  fuch  voluntary  Societies*. 
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As  long  as  this  Account  may  feem,  it  was  no  eafy  Talk  to  bring  it  even 
within  thefe  Bounds;  and  this  fhall  render  us  more  concife  in  our  Remarks. 
We  have  a  pretty  didindt  Idea,  from  what  has  been  faid,  of  the  State  of  Whit¬ 
by  for  about  eleven  hundred  Years.  It  was  mod;  likely  in  a  very  happy  and 
dourifhing  Condition  under  the  Protection  of  its  Abbey  of  Nuns;  when,  if  my 
Conjecture  be  right,  thole  Parts  of  Yorkfhire  were  well  cultivated  and  very 
fully  peopled,  which  now  are  little  better  than  defolate  Moors L  The  Re- 
fiftance  made  to  the  Norman  Conqueror,  occalioned,  as  all  our  old  Hidories 
obferve,  great  Devadations  here ;  and  the  Country  being  for  a  long  Time  de¬ 
populated,  the  Elk  and  all  the  other  Streams  overflowing,  converted  into  a 
wide  Marfh  what  had  been  good  Corn-Land  in  the  Saxon  Times  g.  It  mud 
be  owned,  that  foon  after  the  Conqued  the  BenediCline  Monks  recovered  and 
repaired  this  Place  in  fome  Degree,  and,  while  under  their  Aufpice,  Whitby 
lent  three  Deputies  or  Members,  tho*  not  to  Parliament,  yet  to  a  Council, 
which  proves  it  to  have  had  fome  Trade ;  but  it  was  not  at  all  regarded  as  a 
Port,  till  after  the  Dilfolution  of  the  Convent11.  At  this  Period  there  were 
in  it  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  Inhabitants,  driven  by  that  Event  to  feek 
new  Means  of  living,  their  old  Support  being  gone ;  and,  as  Leland  fhews, 
beginning  to  look  abroad  for  a  condant  Market,  which  they  had  hitherto 
found  at  home  h  Such  were  the  Improvements  of  nine  hundred  Years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  their  Navigation  extended  no  farther  than  Filhing,  and  perhaps 
carrying  that  Filh  to  fome  large  Towns  on  or  near  the  CoadL 

From  theTime  they  began  to  export  the  Produce  of  their  Neighbours  Lands 
in  their  own  Bottoms,  they  began  likewife  to  thrive.  Some  Aflidance  they 
obtained  for  a  Seafon  from  a  Mineral  Spring,  fmce  choaked  up  by  the  Fall  of 
their  Rocks;  but  notwithdanding  this,  and  their  Alum  Works,  it  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Years  before  their  Port  made  any  confiderable  Figure  k  The 
Lofs  fudained  by  a  Storm  Anno  Domini  1710,  in  which  it  was  computed  the 
Shipping  dedroyed  here  amounted  to  forty  thoufand  Pounds  m,  excited  fuch 
an  Attention  to  its  Security,  as  hath  gradually  rendered  it  what  certainly 
would  have  been  held  a  Thing  abfolutely  impoflible  in  the  Days  of  our 
Ancedors.  It  is  fince  this  that  all  the  great  Points  have  been  gained,  and 

f  Bedaj  Hill.  Ecclef.  lib.  iii.  cap.  24.  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  45.  Lelandi  Colledanea,  tom. 
•ii.  p.  365. 

s  Gulielm.  Malmlbur.  in  Prologo  Libri  tertii  de  Vitis  Pontificum.  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Ead- 
verdi  Principis  Cambriae,  p.  42.  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Embanking,  chap,  xxiii. 

h  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  1.  Preface,  p.  xxxi. 

1  Itinerary,  vol.  i.  fol.  57,  68. 

k  It  was  the  Accident  of  their  Cliff  falling  down,  that  enabled  the  poor  People  to  raife  fome- 
tbing  which  in  thofe  Days  palled  for  a  Pier ;  and  to  this  all  their  future  Succeffes  were  owing. 

1  Martini  Lilferi  Diflert.  prima  deFontibus  medicatis  Angliae,  p.  23.  Short’s  Hillory  of  Mineral 
Waters,  vol.  i.  p.  279. 

m  See  in  refped  to  this  all  the  modern  Accounts  of  Whitby. 
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more  done  in  Half  a  Century,  than  in  ten  Centuries  and  a  Half  preced¬ 
ing;  and  this  by  Induflry  and  Trade,  and  not  by  Magic  or  Miracle  «.  We 
may  from  hence  fee  the  Difference  between  one  Sort  of  Improvements  and 
another ;  the  Superiority  of  the  joint  Effort  of  Freemen  for  their  own  Ad¬ 
vantage,  to  the  Labour  of  Vaflals,  as  the  Inhabitants  of  Whitby  were  to 
the  Benedidtines ;  and  the  amazing  Efficacy  of  a  Port  in  attracting  People, 
and  infpiring  them  with  thofe  Qualities  mod  capable  of  turning  to  their 
own  and  to  their  Country’s  Advantage,  and  perfifting  uniformly  and  vi- 
gorouily  therein,  though  not  united  to  each  other  by  the  legal  Bonds  of  fc 
Corporation. 

The  Shore  declining  Wed;  North  Wed,  and  Wed  by  North  from  Whitby 
the  next  confpicuous  Point  of  Land  is  Huntly  Cliff.  Beyond  this,  dill  more 
to  the  North,  appears  Redcliff,  which  makes  one  Side  of  a  Bay,  as  the  Pro¬ 
montory  on  which  Hartlepool  dands  does  the  other,  the  River  Tees  ruffiing 
with  a  rapid  Tide  into  the  German  Ocean  between  them0..  Hartlepool  is 
feated  on  a  fmall  Neck  of  Land,  extending  itfelf  into  the  Sea,  called  by  our 
Saxon  Ancedors  Heortheu  or  Heort-nefs,  very  famous  for  an  Abbey,  in 
which,  as  we  before  obferved,  the  Princefs  Elfleda  became  a  Nun,  under 
the  Care  of  the  Abbefs  Hilda  p.  The  Town,  which  appears  on  an  Emi¬ 
nence,  is  furrounded  by  the  Sea  on  every  Side  except  the  Wed,,  is  very  an¬ 
cient,  and  was  incorporated  by  King  John,  who  was  remarkably  kind  to  all 
maritime  Places.  In  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third  it  furnifhed  five  Ships, 
and  thofe  large,  at  lead  for  thefe  Times,  to  that  Monarch’s  Navyq.  It  had. 
formerly  a  very  great  Refort  to  its  Market,  but  at  prefent  is  chiefly  didin- 
guiffied  for  its  Port,  covered  by  a  Pier  on  the  Wed  Side,  within  which  Ships 
ride  very  fecurely,  and  to  the  South  of  the  Place  there  is  a  very  good  Road, 
in  which  they  may  fafely  anchor  from  fix  to  ten  Fathom  Water,  which, 
makes  it  a  commodious  Retreat  for  deep  laden  Colliers,  and  has  often  de¬ 
fended  great  Fleets  from  Shipwreck  r.  It  is  the  next  Town  in  Rank  im 
the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham  to  the  City  of  the  fame  Denomination,  is  go¬ 
verned  by  a  Mayor,  and  is  dyled  a  Borough,  but  fends  no  Burgefles  to  Par¬ 
liament.  If  we  confider  it  in.  a.  commercial  Light,  it  is  reputed  a  Member 

"  If  Accident  makes  a  Port,  may  not  Policy  ?  If  Misfortunes  produce  Improvements,  might  they 
not  be  prevented  by  Forefight  ?  Muff  we  wait  the  tumbling  of  a  Rock  to  point  out  to  us  where  a 
Haven  may  be  made,  or  when  made,  learn  at  the  Expence  of  fomany  thoufand.  Pounds  how  to* 
render  fuch  a  Harbour  fafe  ? 

0  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  602.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the Britifil  Empire,  foL.84.  Cntler’s  Coafl- 
ing  Pilot,  p.  6. 

p  Bedoe  Hilt.  Ecclef.  lib.  iv.  cap.  23.  Lelandi  Colledfan*  tom..iii.  p,  36.  ex  Vita  S.  Begse.  Lam'- 
bard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical ■  Dictionary,  p.  145.  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monaflica,  p.  5 6., 

q  See  the  Record  in  Hakluyt,  which  fhews.they  carried  twenty-nine.  Men  each. 

r-  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  602. 

1  See.  the  Article  in  Collier’s  Geographical  Di$ionary..  Cutler’s  Coailing  Pilot,  p.  6.. 
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of  the  'Opulent  Port  of  Newcaftle,  but  without  having  any  Creek  belonging 
to  it  t. 

At  the  Diftance  of  four  Leagues  North  from  Hartlepool  lies  Sunderland, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  received  its  Name  from  its  Situation,  being  almofl 
furrounded  with  Water.  It  is  at  prefent  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal 
Towns  in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham,  tho’  not  mentioned  by  Lambard  or 
Camden,  and  had  certainly  no  Market  in  the  Time  of  Speed.  It  Hands  on 
the  South  Side  of  the  River  Wear,  and  fo  near  the  German  Ocean,  as  at  high 
Tides  to  be  made  a  Kind  of  Peninfula.  The  Port  is  barred,  and,  even  when 
higheft,  the  Water  feldom  exceeds  twelve  Feet,  fo  that  very  large  Ships  Hill 
take  in  their  Ladings  in  the  Road.  Notwithftanding  this,  the  Harbour  raifed 
the  Place  to  that  Rank  which  it  now  holds,  and  which  will  hereafter  appear 
to  be  very  considerable  u.  The  Conveniency  of  fhipping  Coals,  with  which 
the  Bifhoprick  abounds,  firft  brought  theFadors  in  that  Commodity,  and  the 
Owners  of  Veffels,  to  fettle  there  :  Then  the  Inhabitants  began  to  fet  up  Salt- 
Pans,  and,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  to  venture  upon  Glafs-works.  As  all  thefe 
naturally  afford  Encouragement  to  fmaller  Manufactories,  and  furnifh  Em¬ 
ployment  to  Numbers  of  People,  by  degrees  the  Place  became  very  populous, 
more  opulent  Traders  and  Merchants  reforted  thither,  the  mean  and  old  Build¬ 
ings  have  been  fucceeded  by  good  Brick  or  Stone  Houfes ;  fo  that  Sunder¬ 
land  at  prefent  is  a  very  handfome,  thriving,  and  celebrated  Sea-Port,  which 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century  was  an  unnoticed  Village  w.  It  is  re- 
quifite  to  the  Support  of  that  DoCtrine,  which  in  this  Chapter  is  maintained, 
to  examine  how  this  has  been  effeded,  in  what  Proportion  it  has  been  affifted 
by  the  Public,  and  how  far  thefe  Marks  of  Attention  have  been  anfwered  by 
apparent  Inftances  of  accumulated  Benefits. 

Amongst  the  principal  Caufes  that  rendered  Sunderland  frequented,  or  it 
may  be  firjft  recommended  it  as  a  Haven,  we  may  reckon  the  fpeedy  getting 
out  to  Sea,  which  enabled  the  Colliers  from  hence,  by  the  Qujcknefs  of 
their  Voyages,  to  carry  as  many  Coals  in  the  Compafs  of  a  Year,  though 
fmaller  Ships,  as  thofe  from  the  Port  of  Newcaftle.  Another  Circum- 
ftance,  which  poflibly  may  be  referred  to  the  fame  Principle,  was  the  making 
their  Crews  bold  and  expert  Seamen ;  fo  that  tho’  their  Veffels  were  expofed 
to  great  and  frequent  Dangers,  yet  were  they  very  rarely  loftx.  By  thefe 
Advantages,  the  Townfmen,  rifing  in  Wealth  and  in  Reputation,  began  to 

*  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  ii.  p.  510.  Molloy  de  Jure  Mantimo  et  Navali,  p.  323. 
Crouch’s  View  of  the  Briti fh  Cuftoms,  p.  384. 

u  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria, 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  510.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  4. 

w  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  84.  See  the  Article  in  Collier’s  Dictionary.  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Magazine,  vol.  xxv.  p.  274. 

*  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia,  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis, 
p.  4.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  6. 
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think  of  removing  fome  of  the  Inconveniencies  attending  their  Harbour, 
and,  about  forty  Years  ago,  applied  to  Parliament  for  a  Power  to  raife  Money, 
by  certain  Duties,  for  thefe  laudable  Purpofes,  which  they  accomplifhed  ;  and, 
in  confequence  thereof,  entered  upon  the  Conftrudlion  of  a  Pier,  deepning  the 
Mouth  of  their  Port,  and  other  Works  of  a  like  Nature,  and  thefe  being  very 
chargeable,  upon  a  further  Application  ten  Years  after,  they  were  put  into  a 
Capacity  of  proceeding  in  their  Defigns,  and  indulged  with  more  extenfive 
Powers  z.  The  beneficial  Confequences  flowing  from  the  great  Improvements 
already  made,  and  the  Profpedt  of  more  valuable  Advantages,  as  well  to  the 
Revenue,  the  Support  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Increafe  of  Navigation,  as  the 
private  and  particular  Interefts  of  the  Place,  were  lb  flrongly  reprelented  in 
the  prefent  Reign  as  to  procure  a  third  Ad:,  for  levying  a  Duty  on  all  Coals 
(hipped  in  that  Port,  which  v/ill  not  determine  till  Midfummer  1768,  in  order 
fully  to  compleat  this  Neceflfary  Undertaking,  and  clear  away  as  well  the  ac¬ 
cidental  Impediments,  arifing  from  the  carelefs  (hooting  of  Ballafl:  and  Stones 
into  the  Haven,  as  the  natural  Incommodities  from  the  Sand  rolled  in  by  the 
Tide,  and  preventing  both  for  the  Time  to  come3.  Befides  thefe fignal  In- 
fiances  of  the  Attention  of  the  Legiflature,  an  Ad  has  been  obtained  for 
making  a  Turnpike  Road,  to  facilitate  the  Correfpondence  between  this  Town 
and  the  City  of  Durham  b,  which  I  mention  particularly  as  a  Proof  of  my 
Afiert'ion;  that  Ports  of  this  Kind  tend  to  promote  inland  Trade,  and  im¬ 
proving  the  Countries  about  them,  as  well  as  Navigation  and  Commerce. 

As  far  as  any  Lights  we  have  will  enable  us  to  judge,  Sunderland  began  to 
rife  into  fome  Kind  of  Figure  about  1620.  As  the  Coal  Trade  advanced, 
which,  by  the  great  Expence  attending  the  working,  and  the  difcouraging 
Uncertainty  of  the  Mines,  was  but  flowly,  Sunderland  grew  to  be  more  con- 
fpicuous.  In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  it  was  efteemed  a 
Haven  of  fome  Note,  and  before  the  Clofe  of  the  Century  was  become  very 
confiderable  c.  About  the  Time  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Sunderland  firfl  ap¬ 
plied  to  Parliament,  they  might  have  fomething  more  than  one  third  of  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  they  now  enjoy.  Within  forty  Years  (he  is  grown 
from  a  thriving  to  a  very  large  Town,  and  from  a  Port  of  fome  Bufinefs  to  a 
very  opulent  Emporium.  Her  Pier,  her  new  Church,  her  great  Street,  are 
Teflimonies  of  the  former ;  and  the  Entries  in  her  Cuftom-houfe,  fupply 
authentic  Evidences  of  the  latter  d.  There  are  near  as  many  Coals  now  ex¬ 
ported  from  hence,  as  were  confirmed  in  this  Metropolis  at  the  Time  of  the 

# 

z  Stat.  3  Geo.  I.  which  was  a  private  ACt.  Stat  13  Geo.  I.  cap.  6.  §  i. 

a  Stat.  20  Geo.  II.  p.  479. 

b  Stat.  20  Geo.  II.  p.  395. 

c  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranllation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Molloy,  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Na- 
vali,  p.323.  Crouch’s  View  of  the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.384. 

d  See  this  Article  in  Collier’s  Geographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Com- 
mercialis,  p.  4.  The  Modern  Defcriptions  of  England. 
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Revolution;  and  double  the  Number  of  Ships  entered  annually  here,  to 
thofe  then  entered  at  the  Port  of  London.  In  1752  there  were  on  the 
Cuftom-houfe  Books  within  three  of  three  thoufand  lix  hundred ;  of  which 
one  hundred  and  feventy-three  foreign,  the  reft  Coafters  e.  There  belong  at 
prefent  about  two  hundred  Sail  of  Veftels  to  the  Ship  Owners  of  Sunder¬ 
land,  excluftve  of  fmall  Craft,  which  are  moftly  employed  in  the  Coal  and 
Coaft  Trade;  and  as  the  cleareft  Mark  of  what  Benefit  the  Country  has 
received  from  the  Settlement  of  fuch  an  Haven,  the  Number  of  People  in 
this  Town,  and  the  adjacent  Hamlets  of  Bifhop  Weremouth,  the  Salts  Pans, 
Monks  Weremouth,  and  the  North  Shore,  are  computed  at  twenty  thou- 
fand f.  It  is  true  that  thefe  Advantages  have  not  been  obtained  without 
fome  Expence,  the  Pier  alone  having  coft  near  twenty  thoufand  Pounds ;  but 
at  the  fame  Time,  let  us  remember  the  whole  of  the  Expence  has  been  laid 
on  the  Commerce  of  the  Place;  and  the  whole  of  the  Duty  will  not  amount, 
in  twenty-one  Years,  to  the  Sum  annually  raifed  for  the  public  Service,  by 
the  Impofttion  on  Coals  fhipped  from  this  very  Port  g ;  which  will  enable  the 
judicious  Reader  to  form  fome  Idea  of  the  Benefits  derived  to  the  Nation 
from  a  Harbour  like  this,  whence  immenfe  Quantities  of  our  ftaple  Commo¬ 
dities  are  exported,  where  vaft  Manufactures  are  carried  on,  by  which  con¬ 
tinual  Additions  are  made  to  both  Shipping  and  Seamen,  large  Sums  paid  to 
the  Revenue,  and  a  Multitude  of  People  maintained,  through  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  given  to  their  Induftry,  in  affluent  Happinefs.  This  great  Harbour  of 
Sunderland  is  no  more  than  a  Member  to  the  Port  of  Newcaftle,  as  well  as 
Hartlepool h. 

Tinmouth  was  without  Queftion  a  Roman  Station,  but  whether  Tunno- 
cellum  or  not  admits  of  fome  Difpute  h  Here  they  had  a  fmall  Squadron  of 
light  Veftels,  or  armed  Sloops,  to  cover  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  and  to 
examine  all  Ships  that  came  upon  the  Coafts.  At  a  fmall  Diftance  North¬ 
wards  ftands  Cullercoats,  or  as  fome  write  it  Collercoats,  a  Place  otherwife 
of  no  great  DiftinCtion,  but  worthy  Remembrance  in  this  RefpeCt,  that  it  is  a 
very  commodious  little  Port  of  artificial  ConftruCtion,  or,  as  the  common  People 
truly  and  emphatically  ftile  it,  an  Harbour  made  by  Hand.  It  is  dry  at  Low- 
water  Mark,  and  difficult  at  the  Entrance,  but  it  ferves  only  for  Coals  and  Salt 
belonging  to  the  Works  of  particular  Perfons,  at  whofe  Expence  it  was  con- 

e  See  a  large  and  accurate  Account  of  this  Port  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xxv.  p.  274, 
317. 

f  According  to  the  belt  Information  I  could  procure,  this  Computation,  tho’  it  feems  very  extra-- 
ordinary,  was  judged  never thelefs  to  be  within  Compafs. 

g  The  Port  Duties  have  been  eftimated  at  two  thoufand  five  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum,  and 
whatever  they  are,  the  Crown  Duties  upon  this  Commodity  amount  to  thirty  Times  as  much. 

h  Additions  to  the  Englifh  TranOation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Molloy  de  Jure.  Maritimo  et  Na? 
vali,  p,  322.  Crouch’s  View  of  the  Britifix Cuftoms,  p.  384. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  668.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannic  arum,  p.  232.  Sal¬ 
mon’s  new  Survey  of  Englaud,  vol.  ii.  p.  61 1,.  612. 
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ftrudted  K  Seaton  Sluice  was  originally  of  the  fame  Kind.  Sir  Ralph  Dela¬ 
val,  one  of  the  ableft  Admirals  of  the  laft  Age,  and  a  Gentleman  of  a  vaft 
Eftate  in  this  Country,  which  did  him  Honour,  as  ariling  in  a  great  meafure 
from  Revenues  produced  by  the  Sagacity  of  their  Owner,  was  continually 
contriving  new  Improvements,  in  the  Execution  of  which  he  never  hefitated 
at  Expence,  and  amongft  the  reft  made  this  Port  on  his  own  Plan,  and  entirely 
at  his  own  Charge,  for  the  Benefit  of  himfelf  and  Tenants  immediately,  but 
without  excluding  others  who  choofe  to  ufe  it  h  In  the  Conftrudtion  of  this 
fmall  Harbour  he  found  enough  to  exercife  his  Skill  and  Patience,  the  Stone 
Pier  which  covered  it  from  the  North-Eaft  Winds  being  carried  away  by  the 
Sea  more  than  once ;  and  when  he  had  at  length  overcome  this  Difficulty  by 
ufing  Timber  as  well  as  Stone,  he  felt  a  new  Inconvenience,  by  his  Port’s  filling 
up  with  Mud  and  Sand ;  tho’  a  pretty  (harp  Rill  ran  through  it,  which  had  fo 
hollowed  the  Rock  as  to  produce  that  very  Bafon  which  Sir  Ralph  would  con¬ 
vert  into  a  Haven  m.  In  order  to  remove  this  Mifchief,  he  placed  a  new  ftrong 
Sluice,  with  Flood-Gates  upon  his  Brook ;  and  thefe  being  ffiut  by  the  coming 
in  of  the  Tide,  the  Back-water  collected  itfelf  into  a  Body,  and  forcing  a 
Paffage  at  the  Ebb,  carried  all  before  it,  and  twice  in  twenty-four  Hours 
fcoured  the  Bed  of  the  Haven  clean.  King  Charles  the  Second,  who  had  a 
great  Turn  to  Matters  of  this  Kind,  made  him  Collector  and  Surveyor  of  his 
own  Port,  and  it  ftill  bears  his  Name,  being  fometimes  called  Seaton  Sluice, 
but  commonly  Seaton  Delaval ;  tho’  ftridtly  that  is  the  Name  of  the  Town  to 
which  this  little  Port  belongs,  and  is  a  Creek  to  Newcaftle  n.  It  admits  only 
fmall  Veffels,  yet  larger  may  lie  fafe  and  receive  their  Lading  in  the  Road,  which 
renders  it  very  commodious.  The  Reader  may,  from  thefe  Inftances,  be 
convinced  that  making  Ports  upon  our  Coafts  is  no  abfurd  or  vifionary  Pro¬ 
ject  °.  It  requires  indeed  fome  Things  not  eafily  to  be  met  with  ;  a  Degree  of 
public  Spirit  equal  to  theThirftof  private  Profit,  aSteadinefs  not  to  be  ffiaken 
by  untoward  Accidents,  and  a  Probity  not  to  be  leduced  by  finifter  Views. 

At  the  Diftance  of  a  League  to  the  North  of  Seaton  Delaval  lies  Blith 
Nook,  at  the  Mouth  of  a  fmall  River  p.  Here  is  a  Quay  and  fome  other  Con- 
veniencies ;  tho’  at  Low-water  the  Sea,  at  the  Opening  of  the  Creek,  may 
be  fafely  palled  onHorfeback.  It  may  be  thought,  that  being  at  the  Mouth 

k  Cutler’s  CoaRing  Pilot,  p.  6.  And  from  private  Information. 

I  HiRory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1707,  p.  445,  446.  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hi  dory  of  Eng¬ 
land,  vol.  ii.  p.  587.  Boyer’s  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  vol.  v.  p.  351. 

m  The  Life  of  the  Lord  Keeper  North,  by  Roger  North,  Efq;  p.  137,  138.  As  alfo  from  pri¬ 
vate  Information. 

II  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  322.  Cutler’s  CoaRing  Pilot,  p.  6.  Crouch’s  View 
of  the  Britifh  Cuftoms,  p.  384. 

0  The  judicious  Reader  will  readily  recoiled!  many  Places  in  other  Counties,  as  eafily  improved 
in  this  Way  as  Collercoats,  or  Seaton  Sluice. 

p  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercial^,  p.  ,5.  Crouch’s  View  of  the  Briiifli  CuRoms,  p.  384.  Cut¬ 
ler’s  CoaRing  Pilot,  p.  6. 
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of  a  River,  it  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  in  the  former  Chapter,  but  as 
that  River  is  not  navigable,  we  conceive  it  more  expedient  to  place  it  here  q. 
This,  as  well  as  thofe  before  defcribed,  derives  its  Origin  from  the  Coal  Trade,, 
having  forne  Advantages  from  its  Situation,  which  brought  it  firfi:  to  be  re¬ 
garded,  and  has  fince  preferved  it  in  Efteem.  We  find  the  Name  in  fome  of 
our  old  Maps ;  but  from  comparing  all  Circumftances,  it  feems  probable  that  it 
was  very  little  confidered,  or  thofe  Works  raifed,  till  about  the  Time  of  the 
Reftoration  r.  In  the  Space  of  fifty  Years  from  thence,  the  Veflels  loading 
there  were  not  numerous  enough  to  attract  Notice ;  and  yet  about  ten  Years 
after,  or  a  little  more,  they  became  at  leafi:  double,  tho’  there  was  no  Vil¬ 
lage  at  the  Place,  or  any  tolerable  Town  near  its.  In  1728  it  feems  to  have 
doubled  again,  fince  two  hundred  and  feven  Vefiels  were  that  Year  entered 
in  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  as  coming  from  this  Place,  and  Things  have 
been  improving  ever  fince.  It  is  looked  upon  as  a  Creek  to  the  Port  of 
Newcafile  L 

We  may  from  thefe  Inftances,  and  many  others  in  the  lafi  Chapter,  dif- 
cover  what  I  have  more  than  once  touched  already,  but  which,  on  this. 
Occafion,  I  cannot  forbear  hinting  again,  that  is,  the  immenfe  Benefits  this 
Nation  has  received,  and  is  daily  receiving,  from  the  Coal  Trade,  which  em¬ 
ploys  fo  many  thoufands  of  induftrious  Perfons  in  digging  thefe  rich  Treafures 
out  of  the  Earth,  fo  many  thoufands  more  in  the  Conveyance  of  them  to. 
the  Sea-fide,  and  on  Ship-board,  and  ftill  fo  many  more  thoufands  in  the 
Navigations  of  every  Kind,  by  which  they  are  carried  to  the  Place  where 
they  are  at  lafi:  confumedu.  Whoever  views  this  Subjedt  on  all  Sides,  for  if 
has  many,  and  every  one  of  them  advantageous,  cannot  but  be  convinced' 
that  in  the  moft  material  Points,  and  thofe  of  the  greateft:  Confequence  to  a  Na¬ 
tion,  Coal  is  not  unwmrthily  compared  to  Silver ;  or,  all  Benefits  maturely 
weighed,  the  lalutary  Effedls  of  the  Britifh  Black  Indies,  to  the  Returns- 
which  may  be  made  to  other  Countries  in  Europe,  in  any  Commodity,  or 
from  any  Indies  whatever w.  More  efpecially  if  we  take  into  the  Account 
the  many  Ports  which  have  been  opened,  for  the  Conveniency  of  trans¬ 
porting  this  mofi:  ufeful  and  valuable  Produce  of  our  Northern  Counties,  and. 

<3  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  169. 

r  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritirao  et  Navali,  p.  323.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p;  5.  Crouch’s 
View  of  the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.  384. 

s  Confult  and  compare  the  antient  and  modern  Maps.  Examine  the  lateft  Defcriptions.  See 
likewifc  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  7. 

1  According  to  the  Cuflom-Houfe  Books.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  323.  Crouch’s 
View  of  the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.  384. 

"  It  cannot  be  too  frequently  inculcated,  that  this  Commodity  alike  promotes  foreign  Commerce, 
the  Coaft  Trade,  and  the  Inland  or  River  Navigation. 

w  Let  the  judicious  Reader  compare  the  Tonnage  of  the  Plate  and  that  of  the  Coal  Fleets ;  the 
Value  of  the  Induftry  produced  by  the  one,  with  that  of  the  Wealth  brought  Home  by  the  other 
and  confider  the  Voyages  of  both,  and  the  Number  of  Seamen  they  breed  and  employ. 
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that  amazing  Share  of  Manufactures,  Trade,  and  foreign  Commerce,  which 
moft  of  thofe  Ports  have  now  acquired,  independent  of  that  by  which  they 
were  originally  rendered  fuch.  Thefe,  as  they  now  {band,  fo  far  as  regards 
human  Policy,  may  be  faid  to  have  taken  rife  from  Accident ;  that  is,  Ne- 
ceffity  pointed  out  thofe  few  Additions  that  are  the  Effects  of  Reafon,  but 
irregularly,  flowly,  and,  after  all,  perhaps  imperfectly  It  is  therefore  cer¬ 
tainly  poffible  to  correCt  thefe  Difficulties  and  Defers  more  thoroughly  and. 
effectually  here,  and  to  avoid  them  altogether,  or  at  leaft  in  a  great  degree,, 
in  other  Places. 

But  I  hope  none  will  conclude  from  hence,  that  becaufe  the  Coal  Trade 
has  undoubtedly  made  fo  many  Ports,  therefore  there  can  be  no  Ports,  or  at 
leaf!  no  new  Port  made,  where  there  are  no  Coals.  As  whimfical  a  Caution, 
as  this  may  appear,  I  have  known  as  ftrange  Notions  taken  haftily  up  from, 
the  Force  of  the  firft  Impreffion  ;  and,  being  once  affumed,  both  warmly  and 
plaufibly  defended.  Bring  therefore  the  FaCt  to  the  Touchftone  of  Reafon, 
and  let  us,  from  the  Light  of  Experience,  colleCt  the  true  DoCtrine  upon, 
this  Head  ;  the  certain,  Knowlege  of  which  is  the  capital  Point  to  be  dif- 
cuffed  in  this  Chapter  7.  That  the  Coal  Trade  has  opened  many  Ports,  af- 
fifted  many  more,  rendered  feveral  Counties  rich  and  populous,  increafed  the 
Shipping,  extended  the  Navigation*  and  augmented  the  Stock,  as.  well  as  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  the  public  F.evenue  of  the  Nation,  is  beyond  all  doubt  z. 
Upon  mature  Reflection  v/e  may  perceive,  perhaps,  how  this  has  been  done. 
In  the  firft  place,  Coals  are  not  attained  without  Labour;  the  obtaining  therm 
therefore  is,  and.  muft  have  been,  a.  great  Support  to  Induftry :  Next,  there 
has  been  a  conftant  and  increaflng  Demand ;  this  has  been  the  Means  of 
keeping  up  the  Price,  and  of  courfe  the  Works  and  all  their  Dependencies  : 
They  are,  in  the  third  place,  bulky;  this  has  been  highly  advantageous  in 
the  Affair  of  Carriage,  both  by  Land  and  Water:  They  are  fpeedily  con- 
fumed,  which  takes  away  all  Fear  of  the  Demand’s  finking ;  and  by  the 
way,  in  this  Circumflance  Coals  are  much  preferable  to  Silver,  the  Value  of 
which  diminiihes  in  Proportion  to  its  Plenty :  Laftly,  Coals  are  a  Gift  from 
Providence,  and  cannot  be  taken  from  us  Whatever  Commodity,  there¬ 
fore,  that  has  thefe  Advantages,  in  the  fame  Degree,  may  be  made  to  an- 
fwer  the  fime  Purpofes  as  Coals.  Whatever  has  foms  of  thefe  Advantages, 

x  Applications  procure  Laws ;  Defefh  produce  further  Laws.  Trade  in  the  mean  Time  fupports^ 
its  own  Burthens,  tho’  charged  with  many  Loads  befides.  It  would  be  of  Confequence  to  lighten,, 
and  much  more  to  prevent,  thefe  Inconveniencies.. 

7  Lord  Bacon’s  prudent  Statefman,  §  vi,  vii.  De  Witte,  Gronden  en  Maximen  van  de.  Repub- 
Heck  van  Holland,  ii.  deel,  cap.  ix.  Sir  William  Petty’s  Political  Arithmetic,  p.  177. 

z  Houghton’s  Colle&ions  on  Hufbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  ii.  p.  155.  Additions  to  the  Englilh 
Tranllation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Adas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  108. 

a  This  Analyfis  is  very  fuccimft,  and  is  only  intended  to  open  the  Reader’s  View,  and  by  no  means- 
to  give  a  complete  Profpeft  of  this  important  Subject. 
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tho’  not  all  j  or  whatever  has  them  all,  though  in  a  lefs  Extent ;  may  anfwer 
thefe  Purpofes  in  a  lefs  Degree  b.  We  fee  what  a  Commodity  with  thefe  Ad¬ 
vantages  has  done,  and  from  hence  we  know  what  another  fuch  Commodity 
would  do.  But  indead  of  fearching  for  Coal  Mines  in  every  County,  the 
finding  which  is  the  only  Event  that  can  leffen  the  Value  of  thofe  we  have, 
it  is  our  Bufinefs,  having  thefe  didindt  Marks,  to  look  out-for  other  Com¬ 
modities,  that  may  be  beneficial  at  lead,  if  not  as  beneficial,  in  every  mari¬ 
time  County ;  and  having  either  found  or  planted  them  (for  this  fometimes 
is  in  our  Power)  to  turn  them,  as  foon  and  as  far  as  may  be,  to  the  bed  and 
moil  extenfive  Ufes  c. 

It  may  pofiibly  be  thought  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  execute 
this  Talk.  But  in  order  to  difable  in  fome  degree  this  Objection,  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  Britons,  Romans,  Saxons,  Danes,  and  Normans,  were 
long  in  Pofleffionof  thofe  Countries  which  abound  with  Coals,  Carbones  fof- 
files,  as  the  learned  Camden  calls  them,  without  finding  or  uling  them ;  and 
therefore  we  may  have  many  valuable  Produdts,  as  certainly  as  they  had 
Coals,  in  our  Power,  tho’  not  in  our  Poffeffion  d.  Let  us  refledt,  how  long  a 
Time  after  they  were  difcovered  it  was  before  they  came  to  be  confidered  as 
any  Thing  more  than  a  mere  local  Conveniency.  Let  us  advert  to  the  nu¬ 
merous,  indeed  almod  infuperable.  Difficulties,  when  they  were  known  and 
bore  a  Price,  that  were  to  be  overcome  in  working  the  Mines  to  any  Profit, 
and  how  many  popular  Prejudices  were  railed  againd  Works  of  this  Nature, 
as  the  mod  hazardous  and  dangerous  Undertakings,  calculated  rather  to  fink 
Gentlemens  Fortunes  than  to  advance  them  e.  Let  us  likewife  remark,  that 
it  is  little  more  than  a  Century,  fince  they  became  in  any  degree  the  Bafis  of 
the  Northern  Coad  Trade,  the  Caufe  of  opening  new  Ports,  increaling  the 
Number  of  our  Ships,  and  railing  and  maintaining  by  this  alone  many  more 
Seamen,  than,  before  that  Period,  were  fupported  by  the  whole  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  this  Nation  f  One  cannot  affirm  that  thefe  Refledtions  will 
lead  us  to  the  diredt  Difcovery  of  thefe  latent  Commodities.  But  neverthe- 
lefs  there  are  many,  and  thofe  too  no  infignificant  Points  of  Knowlege,  to 
which  they  will  unquedionably  bring  us,  that  may  have  a  drong  Influence 
upon  fuch  an  Inquiry. 

b  A  due  Confederation  of  this,  will  fhew  that  we  have  not  over-rated  the  Prerogatives  of  Bri¬ 
tain. 

c  In  different  Parts  of  this  Work,  asOccafions  offered,  fomething  to  this  Purpofe  has  been  done. 

d  Britannia,  p.  389,  600.  The  firff  Statute  which  relates  to  Coals,  is  9  Hen.  V.  A.  D.  1421. 

e  Grey’s  Survey  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  §  xix.  in  which  it  appears,  the  fame  Infmuations  were 
urged  againff  thefe  as  againff  Silver  Mines. 

*  As  extraordinary  as  this  may  appear,  yet  beyond  all  Doubt,  the  AfTertion  extending  to  all  the 
iPorts  fhipping  Coal,  is  not  only  flridtly  true,  but  alfo  very  much  within  Bounds. 

5 


They 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  3n 

They  will  teach  us  not  to  judge  of  Countries  by  their  Superficies,  any 
more  than  we  ought  to  judge  of  Men  merely  by  Appearance.  The  roughell: 
Countries  have  their  Riches,  as  well  as  the  faired: ;  tho’  perhaps  they  lie 
deeper,  and  cod  fomewhat  more  Trouble  in  bringing  them  to  Light;  for  which 
they  pay  amply  in  the  End  d.  They  will  indrutt  us  not  to  be  difcouraged. 
with  the  Want  of  Succefs  in  the  Beginning,  or  the  Expence  with  which  fuch 
Attempts  mud,  from  the  Nature  of  them,  be  always  attended,  and  which 
neverthelefs  are  certainly  to  be  overcome  K  They  will  point  out  to  us  the 
Neceffity  of  the  Public’s  taking  them  early  under  their  Protection,  when  it 
once  appears  they  may  be  very  advantageous,  without  waiting  till  they  be¬ 
come  fo,  and  thereby  configning  to  Poderity  the  Profits  we  fo  much  need, 
and  by  timely  Precautions,  may  reap  ourfelves.  In  fine,  they  will  excite  us- 
to  be  affiduous  in  our  Refearches,  awake  to  what  imports  us  mod,  our  na¬ 
tional  Intereds,  and. equally  cautious  in  abetting  fanciful  and  precarious  Pro¬ 
jects,  and  in  differing  well-laid  and  practicable  Defigns,  which  in  their  Con- 
fequenccs  may  prove  beneficial  to  the  Public,  to  be,  as  has  been  often  the 
Cafe,  the  Bane  and  Ruin  of  private  Mend  I  wfill  not  fay,  that  this  driCtly 
fpeaking,  is  an  ACt  of  Judice ;  but  I  dare  affirm  it  is  a  Point  of  true  Policy,, 
and  that,  a  few  Examples  of  Perfons  bountifully  rewarded  for  Services  of  this 
Sort  done,  tho’  perhaps  not  intended,  would  turn  highly  to  the  Honour  and 
Emolument  of  the  State;  nay,;  would  prove  the  mod  effectual  Indrument 
towards  accomplidiing  the  Difcov-ery  of  fuch  Equivalents  to  Coals  as  we  have 
propofed* 

The  particular  Point  however  which  from  all  this  Deduction  I  would: 
chiefly  recommend,  is  a  deady  as  well  as  timely  Attention  to  every  Attempt 
of  this  Kind  on  the  Part  of  the  Public ;  that  is,  of  fuch  as  are  intruded  with, 
the  Management  of  public  Adairs  k.  There  is  a  critical  Conjuncture  in  all: 
fuch  Undertakings,  when  the  fmalled  unforefeen  Difcouragement  finks  them,, 
at  lead  for  that  Age,  as  the  lighted  additional  Affiftance  would  have  fet 
them  on  float.  But,  above  all,  the  opening  lecure  and  commodious  Har¬ 
bours,  in  well-chofen  Situations,  and  making  good  Roads  to  them  on  every 
Side,  will  quicken  every  Enterprize  of  this  Sort,  and  bring  it  forward  a  Cen¬ 
tury  or  more  k.  If  it  be  aiked,  what  will  the  Public  get  by  this  ?.  I  anfwer,. 

E  Theophraft.  Hilt:  Plant.  Jib.  in.  cap.  4.  01.  Magn.  Hid.  Gent.  Septent.  lib.  vi.  Kircheri  Mun->- 

dus  Subter.  lib.  ii.  Sibbaldi  Prodr.  Nat.  Hid.  Scot.  P.  i.  lib.  cap.  i.  12.  Scheuch.  Iter.  Alpin.  2. 

h  Confider  the  Salt  Mines  in  Poland  ;  the  Junction  of  the  Ocean  and  Mediterranean  in  France 
and  the  numerous  defen  five  Dikes  in  the  United  Provinces.. 

i  However  unfuccefsful  in  the  fird  Attempts,  whenever  a  Scheme  of  great  Utility  takes  Effe<5f, . 
at  any  Didance  of  Time,  the  Public,  as  reaping  the  Benefit,  is  bound  in  Equity  to  reward  the  Pro¬ 
jector,  or  even  his  Family,  who  were  probably  Sufferers  by  his  Attempts. 

k  Thefe  were  the  Notions  of  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  and  Lord  Burleigh  in  England  ;  Cardinal. 
Richlieu  and  Mi  Colbert  in  France  ;  Meflieurs  Barnevelt  and  De  Witte  in  Holland. 

1  This  Computation  is  grounded  on  the  Comparifon  of  the  Time  elapfmg  between  the  fird  Open* 
ing  of  Ports,  and  their  Applications  to  Parliament,  which  by  an  early  and  adequate- Afildance  might; 
be  laved.. 
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more  a  great  deal  than  the  moft  fortunate  Projectors  ever  did.  If  immediately 
after  the  Reftoration,  the  Public  (as  in  a  Time  of  Peace  had  been  very  practi¬ 
cable)  would  have  given  thefe  northern  Parts  thofe  Supplies,  then  forefeen, 
fince  demanded  and  obtained,  one  of  the  Dutch  Wars  had  been  fpared ;  and 
if  the  two  fucceeding  French  Wars  had  been  neceffary,  they  might  have 
been  carried  on  without  running  in  Debt;  for  we  could  have  levied  then, 
(while  the  War  lafted)  what,  whether  War  or  Peace,  we  levy  now;  and  that 
would  have  done™.  If  it  be  demanded,  what  fhall  the  Minifters  get  ?  My 
Reply  is,  an  univerfal  and  everlafting  Reputation.  Under  fuch  great  Men,  it 
will  be  faid,  this  or  that  Branch  of  Trade  took  Rife:  By  the  Sagacity  of 
others,- Land  in  fome  Counties,  which  fold  for  twenty- three,  was  raifed  to 
thirty  Years  Purchafe :  And  thofe  immenfe  Piles  of  Marble  and  Porphyry 
the  Attention  of  fuch  a  Statefman  bellowed  upon  his  Country,  by  facilitating 
their  Tranlportation  from  that  Part  of  the  Britilh  Hies  where  they  had  been 
ufelefs  from  the  Creation,  to  that  Part  where  only  they  cculd  with  Propriety 
appear  in  Works  of  Magnificence ;  and  thus  wifely  direCled  the  Drain  of  ufe¬ 
lefs  Wealth  to  thofe  barren  Spots,  where  Induftry  till  then  could  never  rear  her 
Head  for  want  of  Support  Thefe  are  the  genuine  Efforts  of  Public  Spirit ; 
thefe  the  Fruits  by  which  it  may  be  known.  Thefe  require  no  deep  Schemes, 
no  lubtle  Arts ;  found  Senfe,  and  a  Heart  well-placed,  (Englilhmen’s  native 
Talents)  with  a  little  Cambridge  or  Oxford  Cultivation,  will  furnifh  Capacities 
for  this,  and  make  their  Memories  live,  as  public  Benefactors,  in  the  Mouths 
of  honed:  home-bred  Clowns ;  which  is  far  better  than  tracing  the  codly 
Alarks  of  their  political  Negotiations,  in  the  Corps  Diplomatique0. 

We  are  now  to  pafs  over  to  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Idand,  where  we  find 
the  Coaft  of  Cumberland,  of  which  the  Romans  took  fo  much  Care,  and  in 
which  they  had  Variety  both  of  military  and  naval  Stations  p.  A  Coaft  many 
Leagues  in  Extent,  and  forming  a  Sea-Line  indented  with  fuch  confiderable 
Bays,  that  it  is  not  a  little  ftrange  there  are  not  more  and  much  better  Ports 
in  it,  than  thofe  which  our  Cuftom-Houfe  Books  record.  This  Subjedt 
however  has  been  already  treated,  fo  far  as  regards  the  numerous,  and  fome 
of  them  very  improveable  Rivers,  which,  within  this  Space,  fall  into  the  Sea; 
and  our  prefent  Bufinefs  is  confined  to  the  Harbour  of  Whitehaven,  of  which 
we  promifed  to  fpeak  in  this  Place  q«  In  former  Times  the  Name  was  written 

m  See  Dr.  Davenant’s  Tracts  on  the  Finances  of  Britain,  and  the  more  modern  Writers  on  the 
Tame  Subject,  who  have  proved  the  Matter  of  Fa£l  beyond  Contradiction. 

n  This  would  be  rendering  one  Part  of  the  Britifh  Dominions  an  Indies  to  the  other,  and  gaining 
as  much  by  Luxury  as  by  Labour;  which  is  the  utmoft  Reach  of  human  Prudence. 

°  To  furnifh  the  Rudiments  of  this  moft  ufeful  Science  is  the  Author’s  utmoft  Ambition,  and  has 
been  his  conftant  Endeavour  in  this  Performance. 

-D  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.631.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiqrritatum  Britannicarum,  p.  179.  Sal¬ 
omon’s  new  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  623. 

’  See  the  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  169,  170. 

Whitefhaven, 
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Whltefhaven,  and  it  is  certainly  a  Place  of  great  Antiquity  r.  It  is  with 
much  Probability  fuppofed  to  have  derived  this  Denomination  from  the  White 
Cliffs  on  one  Side  of  the  Port,  which,  tho’  fo  long  known,  was  fo  little  re¬ 
garded  for  feveral  Ages,  that  it  remained  a  Kind  of  Fifhing  Hamlet  in  the 
Parifh  of  St.  Bees,  unnoticed  and  without  any  Circumftance  attending  it  that 
could  fugged;  even  a  Poffibility  of  its  becoming  what  it  now  is s.  It  feems  to 
have  been  drawn  out  of  this  Obfcurity  by  the  Family  to  which  it  belongs,  and 
this  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  when  Sir  Chriflopher  Lowther  of 
Whitehaven,  fecond  Son  of  Sir  John  Lowther  of  Lowther  (from  whom  the 
prefent  Sir  James  Lowther  is  directly  defcended)  was  created  a  Baronet, 
whofe  Intereft  and  Attention  were  of  great  Service,  and  procured  no  lmall 
Advantages  to  this  Town c.  The  working  Coal  Mines  in  its  Neighbourhood 
was  another  favourable  Incident,  fo  much  improved  by  the  Skill  and  Care  of 
Sir  John  Lowther,  who  was  a  Perfon  of  extenlive  Genius,  endowed  with  all 
the  good  Qualities  requifite  to  make  him  confidered  and  effeemed  at  Court, 
refpedted  and  beloved  in  the  Country,  that  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond,  it  came  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  mod:  noted  Harbour  in  this  County, 
as  appears  by  the  Creeks  then  put  under  its  Jurifdidtion,  tho’  it  continued,  as 
it  dill  does,  a  Member  only  to  the  Port  of  Carlifle  u. 

We  have  already  remarked  more  than  once,  that  whenever  Ports  are  opened 
by  the  Coal  Trade,  they  commonly  acquire,  in  the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  feve¬ 
ral  others,  which  was  the  Cafe  here,  particularly  in  relation  to  Salt.  But  be- 
iides,  it  was  quickly  dilcerned  that  Whitehaven  was  capable  of  receiving 
many  Emoluments  from  the  Nature  of  its  Situation,  which  rendered  it  ex¬ 
tremely  convenient,  before  the  Union,  for  carrying  on  a  large  Trade  with 
Scotland,  chiefly  (tho’  at  fecond-hand)  with  the  Produce  of  the  Englidi,  and 
and  principally  our  North  American  Plantations;  and  it  is  faid,  with  much  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Truth,  that  the  Correfpondence  between  this  Place  and  Glafgow, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  infpire  thofe  Notions  of  ex  ten  five  Commerce,  in 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  City,  which  they  have  fince  cultivated  with  fuch  won¬ 
derful  Succefsw.  But  after  all,  the  principal  Source  of  the  rapid  Progrefs, 
and  the  prefent  Grandeur  of  this  Port,  has  !  een  derived  from  that  peculiar 
Conveniency  with  which  Coals  are  tranfported  from  thence  to  Ireland, 
where  the  entire  Deftrudtion  of  their  Woods  had  made  them  very  neceflary ; 
and  in  the  full  and  almoft  foie  PoiLfTien  of  this  Trade,  not  only  condant, 

r  Dugdale’s  Monafticon  Anglicanism,  tom.  i.  p.  398.  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monaftica,  p.  35.  Ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  Englidi  Tranflati.on  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

s  Confult  Saxton’s  Maps.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  British  Empire,  fol.  88.  Spelman’s  Villare 
Anglican  urn. 

*  Englidi  Baronettagc,  vol.  ii.  p.  308, 

u  Additions  to  the  Englidi  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Na¬ 
va1!,  p.  323.  Crouch’s  View  of  the  Britidi  Cuffoms,  p.  388. 

w  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Conimerciulis,  p.  17.  Beawes’s  Merchants  Directory,  p.  57 S. 

Vol.  J.  Sf 
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but  continually  increafing,  the  Inhabitants  of  Whitehaven  have  remained  for 
many  Years  x.  Thefe  additional  Benefits  properly  improved,  railed  a  Spirit 
of  Induftry  in  the  People,  unknown  in  thefe  Parts,  for  want  of  fome  fuch  Pro- 
fpeCt,  to  former  Times ;  and  by  the  fpeedy  Increafe  of  their  Numbers,  and 
diffuilng  the  fame  aCtive  Spirit  thro’  the  adjacent  Country,  has  much  encou¬ 
raged  the  Cultivation,  and  of  courfe,  even  to  a  great  Diftance,  railed  the  Value 
of  Lands  y.  The  tran  Sporting  immenfe  Quantities  of  bulky  Commodities,  and 
the  Diftribution  of  their  Returns  by  a  prodigious  and  very  beneficial  Coad 
Trade,  caufed  an  Augmentation  of  Shipping,  multiplied  Seamen,  and,  in  or¬ 
der  to  their  having  fufficient  Employment,  it  became  necelfary  to  ftrike  into 
new  Branches  of  Commerce.  For  the  maintaining  and  promoting  fuch  avail 
Variety  of  Bufinefs,  many  new  Occupations,  as  may  eafily  be  conceived,  be¬ 
came  indifpenfibly  requifite,  which  furnilh  a  comfortable  Subfifience  to  a 
Multitude  of  Families  ;  and  thefe,  taken  all  together,  have  rendered  White¬ 
haven  that  rich,  populous,  and  flourilhing  Town,  which  it  now  is2. 

The  Port  to  which  all  this  has  been  owing,  or  without  which,  at  lead, 
it  never  could  have  been  attained,  was  not  by  Nature  either  confiderable  or 
commodious.  It  might,  and  perhaps  it  did,  thro’  Ages  long  fince  pad,  ferve 
for  Barks  and  Filhing  Veffels,  which  however  is  only  collected  from  its  Name. 
But  certainly  it  would  never  have  been  frequented  by  any  thing  better,  if  Sir 
John  Lowther  had  not  applied  his  Thoughts,  and  been  likewife  at  fome  Pains 
and  no  fmall  Expence,  to  improve  it  *,  This  indicated  what  might  be  done, 
attracted  Inhabitants,  and  laid  a  folid  Foundation  for  what  has  followed.. 
There  was  a  little  Pier  run  out  to  the  North-Wed  of  the  Haven,  which  pro¬ 
tected  well  enough  the  few  fmall  Veffels  that  fird  ufed  it.  But  in  Proportion 
as  Trade  grew,  Inconveniencies  grew  with  it.  Indead  of  a  Pier  they  wanted 
a  Mole,  the  Harbour  was  (hallow,  the  neighbouring  Coads  dangerous,  and 
many  other  Faults  were  found ;  not  with  a  View  of  difcrediting  the  Port,.  . 
but  to  lhew,  that  how  great  and  grievous  foever  they  were,  they  might  be 
neverthelefs  effectually  redreffed.  Upon  an  Application  to  Parliament  for  this. 
Purpofe  two  private  ACts  were  obtained,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne  b,  in 
which  all  and  much  more  than  has  been  faid  is  mod  pathetically  expreffed. 

In  confequence  of  the  Powers  given  by  thefe  ACts,  feveral  neceffary  Works 

were  entered  upon,  the  Harbour  made  much  more  fecure  and  deeper  than  it 

% 

x  Additions  to  the  English  Tranilation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  i  3». 
Harris’s  Hiftory  of  the  County  of  Downe,  chap.  iv.  p.  1 12. 

Y  See  all  the  modern  Accounts  of  this  rifing  Port. 

z  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,. 
p.  1 7.  Beawes’s  Merchants  Direflory,  p.578. 

2  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  17.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  18.  Englifh  Ba- 
ronettage,  vol.  ii.  p.  308.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia,  the  laft 
Edition. 

b  Thefe  A<fts  are,  according  to  their  Titles  (which  is  all  that  appears  in  the  printed  Statutes)  the 
fir  ft,  7  Ann®,  for  preferving  and  enlarging  the  Harbour;  the  latter,  iq  Annas,  for  continuing  the- 
Duties  granted  by  the  former. 


was. 
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was.  But  after  all,  as  thefe  Laws  were,  in  reference  to  a  very  great  Part  of 
the  Duties  granted  by  them,  but. temporary,  the  Affiffance  they  gave  was  vifibly 
infufftcient,  a  Debt'being  contracted  on  their. Credit,  which,  from  their  Pro¬ 
duce  within  the  Time  affigned,  could  not  be  difch'arged ;  and  no  competent 
Provifion  for  the  necefiary  Repairs,  in  Time  to  come,  of  what  had  been  already 
performed  ;  much  lefs  for  the  making  farther  Improvements;  which,  inconfe- 
quence  of  thofe  which  had  been  made,  by  that  Time  appeared  practicable  c. 
Befides,  the  Trade  of  the  Town  had  brought  on  other  Difficulties  which  had 
not  been  forefeen  :  The  Roads  leading  from  Egremond,  from  St.  Bees,  from 
Diffinton,  and  other  Places,  were  very  narrow,  as  having  been  but  very  fel- 
dom  ufed  by  Wheel-Carriages;  but  lince  the  Amendment  of  the  Harbour, 
the  great  Refort  thither  had  made  thofe  Iboads  ruinous  and  dangerous,  and 
large  Sums  were  neceffary  to  repair  and  widen  them  Upon  thefe  Suggeitions, 
a  very  ample  Law  was  obtained,  in  the  prefent  Reign,  to  make  good  ail  De¬ 
ficiencies,  to  period:  and  fupport  the  Haven,  and  to  put  the  Roads  into  fuch  a 
Condition  as  might  render  the  Accefs  to  Whitehaven,  on  every  Side,  not  only 

practicable  and  fafe,  but  in  every  refpeCt  eafy  and  commodious  e. 

\ 

After  confidering  thus  copioufly,  as  the  great  Importance  of  the  SubjeCt 
demands,  how ;  let  us  next  contemplate,  what,  has  been  done  ?  Let  us  fee  why 
this  Place  is  particularly  referred  to,  what  mighty  Alterations  have  been  made, 
and  the  Benefits  that  have  refulted  from  all  thefe  Pains  ?  In  few  Words  then, 
Whitehaven  is  at  prefent  a  large,  regular,  well-built  Town,  about  one  third 
bigger  than  the  City  of  Carlifle,  but  containing  thrice  the  Number  of  Inha¬ 
bitants  f.  Thofe  Inhabitants  perfectly  well  lodged,  all  embarked  in  profitable 
Employments  of  fome  Kind  or  other,  fo  that  they  are  in  a  continual  Scene  of 
unaffeCted  Induffry,  and  carry  on  their  Affairs  with  great  Dilpatch,  and  yet 
without  Hurry  or  Confufion.  A  plentiful  and  commodious  Market  fupplied 
by,  and  lupplying  both  Necefiaries  and  Conveniencies  to,  a  very  extenfive 
Neighbourhood.  The  Country  round  about,  and  efpecially  towards  St.  Bees, 
admirably  cultivated,  and  plentifully  ftrewed  with  neat  and  pleafant  Houles  3. 
In  regard  to  the  Port,  which  has  a  Cullorn  Houfe,  and  a  proper  Appoint¬ 
ment  of  Officers,  it  is  now,  in  confequence  of  the  ACts  before-mentioned, 

c  Let  the  intelligent  Reader  confider,  how  much  better  it  would  have  been  for  the  Public  if  all 
this  had  been  done  at  once,  when  Whitehaven  was  declared  a  Port.  It  would  then  have  been  fifty 
Years  forwarder ;  and  in  Cuftoms,  Excifes,  &e.  the  Revenue  had  been  a  Million  more  the  better 
for  it  than  it  now  is. 

The  tranferibing  the  Words  of  the  Statute  (which  otherwise  f  fhould  not  affeCl)  adds  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  moil  aurhentic  Record  to  the  Evidence  already  offered  of  the  great  Efficacy  of  thefe  Ports, 
In  rendering  the  adjacent  Country  better  cultivated  and  better  peopled. 

e  Stat.  1 3  Geo.  II  p.  307. 

*  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  xviii.  p.  5.  Where  there  is  alfo  a  good  Defcription  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  about  it,  taken  by  an  intelligent  Perfon  upon  the  Spot. 

g  Confider  where  thefe  Changes  have  been  wrought,  and  the  very  important  Doctrine  arifing  from 
thence;  that,  with  the  like  Care  and  Diligence,  they  may  certainly  be  wrought  any-wnere. 

S  f  2  well 
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well  fecured  by  numerous  and  codly  Works,  and  has  every  Convenience* 
that  its  Situation  will  permit.  Large  Ships  lie  tolerably  fafe  in  the  Road  f 
and,  in  bad  Weather,  can  either  run  into  the  Port  at  Half-Flood,  or  fhel- 
ter  themfelves  under  the  Promontory  of  St.  Bees,  which  is  at  two  Leagues 
Didance  h.  The  Number  of  Veflels  belonging  to  this  Place  are  about  two 
hundred,  and  of  the  Seamen,  condantly  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade,  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  tnoufand  h 

Such  is  Whitehaven  !  raifed  in  the  Space  of  a  Century  from  the  Hamlet 
of  a  Village,  for  St.  Bees  neither  is  or  ever  was  a  Market  Town,  to  fome- 
thing  more  than  the  neared  City;  and  all  this  as  much  at  lead  by  Art  and 
Attention  as  by  Labour  k.  For  it  is  a  Point  of  Judice  to  own,  that  this  great 
Work  was  originally  conceived,  gradually  conducted  and  carried  likewife  to 
its  utmod  Perfection  by  the  Lowther  Family,  and  more  efpecially  by  the 
late  Sir  James  Lowther,  who  was  a  Gentleman  of  drong  Parts,  and  uncom¬ 
mon  Steadinefs  of  Temper,  as  well  as  indefatigable  Indudry.  He  under¬ 
took  this  arduous  and  important  Affair  in  the  Middle,  and  with  equal  Saga¬ 
city  and  Refolution  purfued  it,  and  happily  finifhed  what  his  Amcedors  had 
lb  worthily  begun.  It  is  true  he  raifed  a  vad  Edate,  but  I  do  not  praifc 
him  for  that.  He  raifed  the  Town  and  Port  of  Whitehaven ;  in  this  he  was 
a  BenefaCtor  to  his  County,  and  a  Friend  to  his  Country.  I  mean  not  to> 
flatter  his  Memory  or  his  Family;  but  I  mean  to  provoke  others  to  follow 
his  Example,  in  this  refpeCt1.  I  mean  fomething  more;  to  Ihew  how  prac¬ 
ticable  it  might  be  to  make  Improvements  of  a  like  Nature,  in  feveral  Coun¬ 
ties,  if  the  Government  would  vouchfafe  its  Countenance  and  Affidance. 
Whoever  thinks  this  chimerical,  mud  be  obliged  to  prove  that,  the  Pru¬ 
dence  of  a  dngle  Family  may  be  fuperior  to  the  Policy  of  a  State  ;  and  the 
Efforts  of  a  private  Perfon,  purfuing  a  private  Fortune,  more  efficacious  to 
public  Welfare,  than  the  Wealth  of  a  great  Nation,  directed  by  the  wifed 
and  abled  Men  in  it.  I  own  myfelf  of  a  contrary  Opinion,  or  I  had  never, 
attempted  this  Work. 

There  are,  perhaps,  fome  farther  Obfervations  that  might  be  made  in  regard 
to  the  Coad  of  Cumberland,  but  I  diall  not  infid  upon  them  at  prefent  for 
various  Reafons.  I  have  already,  in  ipeaking  of  the  Rivers  in  this  County, 

/ 

h  In  this  Neighbourhood  the  Coaft  affords  all  Sorts  of  excellent  Shell-Fifh  in  prodigious  Plenty, 
and  fome  affirm  the  largeft  Oyffers  in  England. 

i  According  to  the  moll  authentic  Information :  Common  Report  and  modern  Defcriptions  go 
much  farther. 

k  When  the  candid  and  judicious  Perufer  refle&s,  how  decifive  anlnftance  this  is  to  the  Point  in 
queftion,  he  will  not  think  I  have  either  dwelt  too  long  upon,  or  taken  too  much  Pains  about  it. 

1  There  is  no  Need  of  any  Monuments  for  fuch  Men  :  Whitehaven  is  properly  his  Monument ; 
and  whoever  imitates  him,  will  be  fureof  being  remembered  as  long  as  the  Port  fubfifls  which  arifcs 
under  his  Aufpice. 


and 
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and  more  efpecially  of  the  River  Eden,  fhewn  that  much  more  might  be 
done  for  the  general  Good  of  the  County  and  its  Inhabitants,  than  has  been 
hitherto  m ;  and  the  pernicious  Practice  of  Smuggling,  that  Bane  of  Induflry* 
begun  from  Avarice,  fupported  thro’  Neceffity,,  and  ending  in  Mifery  and 
Diigrace,  entirely  fupprefled.  I  have  given  an  Inftance  in  Whitehaven,  that 
almoffc  any  Harbour  may  be  rendered  fubfervient  to  thefe  noble  Purpofes  with 
due  Attention  ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  inquiring  where  Works  of  this  Kind 
may  be  fet  on  Foot,  with  probable  Hopes  of  Succefs,  I  may  demand,  where, 
with  like  Pains  and  Perfeverance,  there  is  a  Creek  in  all  Cumberland  that 
would  have  failed  ?  The  Difficulty  is  not  the  old  Difficulty  of  Archimedes, 
to  find  a  Place ;  but  to  find  Inftruments.  Let  any  maritime  Bay,  however 
inconfiderable,  fall  into  the  Hands  of  a  Sir  Ralph  Delaval11,  or  a  Sir  James 
Lowther,  and  all  I  contend  for  will  appear  as  practicable  in  the  Performance, 
as  it  is  plain  and  probable  in  the  Conception.  But  there  is  one  Particular  I 
m.ufi:  mention  before  I  quit  Cumberland  :  The  Roads  to  Whitehaven  are  to  be 
imitated  with  more  Facility,,  and  at  Ids  Expence,  that  the  ConftruCtion  of 
fuch  another  Port ;  and  tilL  a  proper  Spirit  of  Commerce  arifes,  let  me  recom¬ 
mend,  as  an  introductory  Step,  a  due  Regard  to  Convenience.  Open  and 
repair  the  Roads  between  all  the.  Towns  in  the- County,,  fo  as  to  make  them 
pafiable  at  all  Times  of  the  Year  for  any  Carriages  whatever,  and  this  will  be 
fo  ufeful  in  promoting  domeftic  Trade,  and  facilitating  univerfal  Correfpond- 
ence,  that  I  dare  predict  the  Advantages  neceflarily  flowing  from  this  in- 
creafed  Circulation,  will  produce  both  the  Inclinations  and  the  Funds  requifite 
to  accomplish  all  other  Impro  vements  * 

The  County  Palatine  of  Lancafier  ftr.etches  from  North  to  South,  with 
a  long  Line  of  Sea  Coafl:  very  rudely  indented  by  the  Iriffi  Sea ;  fo  that  the 
mod  intelligible  Way  of  deferibing  it,  in  refpeCt  to  the  Purpofe  of  this  Chap¬ 
ter,  will  be  by  dividing  it  into  three  Peninfulas.  Of  thefe,  the  firfl:  is  com¬ 
prehended  between  the  River  Duddon,  which  feparates  it  from  Cumberland, 
and  Ken,  that  parts  it  from  Weflmoreland  :  The  fecond  lies  between  the 
Ken  and  the  Ribble:  And  the  third  between  the  Ribble  and  the  Merfey, 
which  is  the  Boundary  between  this  County  and  Cheffiire  °.  The  firfl;  of 
thefe,  which  Camden  and  other  Geographers  call  Fournefs  Fells,  is,  in  feme. 
Places,  fourteen  Miles  from  North  to  South,  but  in  moil  not  above  feven,. 
and  about  eighteen  from  Eaft  to  Weft;  but  the  Line  of  Coafl  may  be 
reckoned  at  leaA  ten  Leagues  p.  It  muft  be  acknowleged,  that  a  great  Part; 

m  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i,  p.  144. 

n  See  his  Character  in  the  Life  of  the  Lord  Keeper  North,  p.  137,  138.  by  a  Pen  as  tender  of 
Adulation  as  of  Falfhood. 

0  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  618.  Lambarde’s  Hiitorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  211.. 
Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  75. 

p  That  is  traced  along  the  Shore  of  the  Promontories,  from  the  Mp.uth  of.  the  Duddon  to  the.: 
Mouth  of  the  Ken. 
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of  it  is  a  very  rough  and  wild  Country,  yet,  notwithftanding  this,  is  very  far 
from  being  incapable  of  Melioration  q.  In  Point  of  Commodities,  the  Moun¬ 
tains  afford  Veins  of  various  Kinds  of  Metal ;  of  Iron  which  is  excellent : 
fome,  particularly  TiJberthet  and  Cocklebegg,  very  rich  in  Copper ;  which 
if  they  are  not,  or  were  not  always  wrought  to  Profit,  muff  be  afcribed  ra¬ 
ther  to  the  DefeCt  of  Skill  or  Honefly  in  thofe  employed,  than  to  any  other 
Caufe.  As  there  is  great  Henty  of  Provifions  here,  and  no  Scarcity  either 
of  Wool  or  Skins,  and  as  there  is  a  Kind  of  Iron-clay,  or,  as  the  Learned 
call  it.  Haematites,  of  which  an  Earthen- ware  has  been  made,  equal  if  not 
fuperior,  to  Red  China,  feveral  Manufactures  might  be  carried  on  to  Advan¬ 
tage,  where  Labour  is  fo  remarkably  cheap  r.  But  as  the  Paffages  into  this 
DiffriCt  are,  on  all  Sides,  very  indifferent,  it  is  in  a  manner  felf- evident,  that 
nothing  could  contribute  fo  much  to  put  the  Country,  and  confequently  the 
People,  in  a  better  Condition,  as  the  making  a  commodious  Port  upon  fome 
of  its  Bays,  laying  out  Roads  from  thence  to  the  adjacent  Towns;  which 
would  quickly  prompt,  or  rather  encourage  the  Inhabitants  to  what  they  are 
naturally  inclined,  an  a  Clive  and  laborious  Induflry,  by  enabling  them  to 
carry  the  Fruits  of  it  as  well  to  foreign  as  domeftic  Markets s. 

If  there  was  fuch  a  Port,  there  is  no  Room  to  doubt  that  Ships  might  be 
built  there  cheaper  than  in  mod  other  Places,  as  Timber  and  Iron  might 
be  had  in  the  Neighbourhood.  In  order  to  fhew  that  this  is  not  a  mere  Sup- 
pofition,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  in  this  County  there  once  flood  the 
large  Abbey  of  Fournefs,  of  which  there  are  flill  very  evident  Remains ;  and 
that,  by  the  Improvements  made  by  their  Tenants,  the  Monks  enjoyed  a 
Revenue  of  little  lefs  than  a  thoufand  Pounds  a  Y ear  C  At  a  fmall  Diflance 
from  the  Point  of  the  Promontory  lies  the  Ifland  of  Walney,  and  between  it  and 
the  main  Land  are  fome  linall  Iflets  ,l,  in  one  of  which  an  Abbot,  in  the 
Reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  ereCted  a  Fortrefs,  called  the  Pyle  of  Fouldrev, 
and  under  it  a  little  Haven  w.  The  former  is  long  ago  fallen  into  Ruin,  but 

1  There  are  already  a  Salmon  Fifhery  on  the  Duddon ;  Salt  made  from  Sand  at  Ulverflon  in  the 
Manner  hereafter  mentioned  ;  a  Manufaifiory  of  Cloth  at  Hawkfhead  ;  fome  Refoi  t  to  the  medicinal 
Waters  at  Rougham  near  Cartmell ;  befides  the  Mines. 

r  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  and  the  Peak  in  Derbyfhire,  p.  86.  Philofo- 
phical  Tranfaflions,  vol.  xvii.  n°.  cxcix.  p.  699. 

s  i  his  is  Nature’s  Ballance :  Clear  Heads,  Ready  Minds,  robuft  Bodies,  oppofed  to  mountainous 
Situations,  rocky  Soils,  and  auftere  Climates;  where,  tho’  hard  Labour  is  always  necefTary  even  to 
Subfiftence,  yet,  when  Induflry  is  joined  with  Ingenuity,  it  is  often  rewarded  with  high  YVagts. 

1  Dugdale’s  Monaflkon  Anglicanum,  torn  i.  704.  Dodfvvorth’s  Manufcript  Collefrions  in  the 
Bod  lei  n  Library,  vol.  xxxix.  Speed’s,  or  rather  Burton’s  Catalogue  of  religious  Houfes. 

u  Amongfl  thcfe  there  is  one  called  Fowlney,  i.  e.  Fowls  Ifland,  from  the  amazing  Numbers  of 
Wild-Fowl  reforting  thither  ;  the  Dung  of  which  colleded,  and  fpread  on  the  Meadows  neareft  to  it 
on  the  Continent,  makes  them  fo  rich  that  they  commonly  let  from  fifty  Shillings  to  three  Founds 
an  Acre. 

w  Polyd.  Virg.  Angl.  Hifior.  lib.  xxvi.  p.  727.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  618.  Lord  Bacon’s  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Hen.  VII.  p.  2 79.  Amongfl  the  Havens  of  England  in  the  Peregrinations  of  Dodlor  Boarde. 

’  tile 
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the  latter  Rill  continues,  is  the  only  one  this  Country  can  boaft,  and  a  Creek 
to  Lancaster,  and  tho’  there  is  not  much  to  be  faid  of  its  Trade,  yet  may  it 
be  with  Truth  affirmed,  that  it  is  more  than  double  what  it  was  twenty 
Years  ago*.  This  fufficiently  ffiews,  there  is  a  proper  Spirit  in  the  People 
of  this  DiftriCt,  which  fuch  an  Encouragement  as  has  been  mentioned  would 
quickly  enable  to  produce  Effects,  of  which  themfelves  have  no  Ideas  at  pre¬ 
fent,  but  which  thofe  Examples  that  have  been  already,  and  will  be  here¬ 
after  produced,  may  eafily  excite  in  the  Minds  of  thofe,  who  are  willing  to 
afford  a  reafonable  Degree  of  Attention  to  fuch  SubjeCls. 

The  fecond  Part  of  this  County,  which  is  comprehended  between  Weft- 
moreland,  which  divides  Fournefs  from  the  reft  of  Lancafhire,  and  the  River 
Ribble  or  Ribbel,  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Acmunde-Neffe,  by  the  Normans 
Agmoodernefs,  and  now  commonly  Andernefs,  extends  twenty-five  Mdes 
from  North  to  South,  and  about  twelve  from  Eaft  to  Weft  y.  It  is  not  only 
a  much  larger  Country  than  the  former,  but  wears  alfo  a  better  Appearance;, 
and,  as  Things  ftand  at  prefent,  is  inconteftibly  richer,  fuller  of  Towns,  has 
more  Manufactures,  and  enjoys  a  far  greater  Proportion  of  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce,  which  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  its  having  feveral  Ports;  as  Lan- 
cafter  upon  the  Lone,  or  Lune ;  Poulton  upon  the  River  Ware;  and  P ref- 
ton  on  the  Ribble;  all  of  which,  tho’  but  of  late  Years,  are  in  a  thriving 
Way,  and  of  Confequence  the  Country  about  them  improving7.  But  not- 
withftanding  all  this,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  no  Detriment  to  thofe  Ports,  a 
certain  and  no  fmall  Advantage  to  this  Part  of  the  Shire,  if  a  commodious 
Harbour  could  be  opened  immediately  upon  the  Sea,  becaufe  none  of  thefe 
Ports,  at  leaft  in  their  prefent  Condition,  can  admit  Veffels  of  any  great  Size, 
which  are  ever  neceflary  to  an  extenfive  and  flourifhing  Commerce,  for  which 
this  Part  of  the  I  (land  is  perfectly  well  fituated,  and  abounds  with  every  thing 
requifite  to  fupport  it a. . 

In  fuch  a  Port,  the  neceflary  Conveniencies  being  provided.  Ships  might 
be  built,  and  the  Timber  drawn  from  the  Forefts  of  Wyerdale  and  Bovvlandk 
This  would- render  many  of  the  Commodities  highly  valuable,  of  which,  in, 
their  prefent  State,  they  make  little  or  nothing;  fiich  as  fine  Clays  of  differ¬ 
ent  Sorts,  fit  for  the  Ufe  of  Potters  and  Pipe-makers;  and  contribute,  per¬ 
haps,  to  the  Invention  and  fetting-up  of  new  Manufactures,,  and  the  Im- 

x  Additions  to  the  Engiifti  Tranfiauon  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Molloy  de  jure  Maritimo  et  Na» 
vali,  p.  324.  Crouch’s  View  of  the  Britifh  Culioms,  p.  383. 

y  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  84.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  616.  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and 
Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  196. 

z-  Additions  to  the  Engliflx  Tranllation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  Eng¬ 
land,  vol.  ii.  p.  641,  642,  All  the  modern  Defcriptions  of  this  Shire. 

a  Fuller’s  Worthies  ol  England,  p.105,  106.  Bea wes’s  Merchants  Directory,  p.580. 
b  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol,  v.  fol.  84.  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britan¬ 
nia,  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  643. 
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provement  and  Extenfion  of  thofe  that  have  been  fet  up  already;  fince  every 
Thing  may  be  expedted  from  the  Induflryof  a  People,  who,  before  Leland’s 
Time,  extracted  pure  Salt  from  Sea  Sand,  by  a  troublelome  Operation  indeed, 
but  which  neverthelefs  indicated  both  Parts  and  Patience0.  They  collected 
Heaps  of  Sand  upon  the  Sea  Shore,  which,  by  being  often  wet  and  dry,  were 
richly  impregnated,  and  upon  thefe  they  poured  Sea-water  till  the  Sand  became 
frefh.  This  Water  they  firft  evaporated  in  the  Sun,  and  then  boiled  with 
flow  Fires  made  of  Turf,  out  of  their  MolTes,  till  it  produced  a  clean  White 
Saltd.  In  Procefs  of  Time,  and  in  confequence  even  of  the  firft  Attempts, 
this  Country  would  certainly  be  more  fully  peopled,  when  it  would  be  ex¬ 
pedient,  or  rather  it  would  become  ablolutely  necefiary  to  cultivate  their 
Moffes,  which  are  large  Tradts  of  Ground  at  prefent  totally  ufelefs,  except 
for  producing  Turf,  which,  as  has  been  before  explained,  may  beoffome 
Importance  now,  but  would  ceafe  to  be  fo  then  ;  and  that  this  is  very  practi¬ 
cable  they  very  well  know  from  Experience,  and  have  Marl  and  other  rich 
Manures  in  Abundance;  fo  that  Lands  which  are  now  the  worft,  would  in  a 
very  few  Years,  when  Commerce  had  furnifhed  fufficient  Funds,  as  well  as 
created  new  Demands,  be  made  as  good  Soil  as  any  in  the  County  e. 

Our  learned  and  accurate  Englifh  Antiquary  was  very  fenfible,  and  indeed 
complains  grievouily  of  the  Defedt  of  proper  Materials  for  the  Hiftory  of  this 
County,  which  has  certainly  fuffered  great  Changes,  tho’  no  Traces  of  them 
are  preferved  by  any  of  our  ancient  Writers,  fince  the  Time  of  the  Romans  t\ 
This  wife  and  great  People  had,  in  this  Part  of  the  County  of  which  we 
are  now  treating,  at  lead;  two  very  large  Stations,  the  Ruins  of  which  are  yet 
perceptible,  tho’  the  beft  Judges  are  very  much  divided  about  their  Names  g. 
It  feems  to  me  no  unreafonable  Suppofition  thatThings  were  then  in  a  better 
State  than  at  prefent;  and  tho’  I  have  great  Reverence  for  the  Authority  of 
thofe  who  appear  to  me  to  think  the  contrary,  yet  I  mud  own  I  cannot  help 

c  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  84.  where  he  mentions  the  Village  of  Cockerham  as  the  Place  in 
which  he  faw  this  Procefs  performed.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  616,  617.  At  the  End  of  Ray’s 
Collection  of  Englifh  Words,  p.  149. 

d  If  the  curious  and  inquifitive  Reader  is  difpofed*to  enquire  more  ftri&ly  into  this  Method, 
which,  fince  the  Salt  Spring  difcovered  at  Barton,  is  no  longer  pratifed  in  Anderncfs,  his  Cu- 
riofity  may  be  fully  fatisfied  by  confulting  the  ingenious  Dr.  Brownrigg’s  Art  of  making  Salt,  p, 
*35- 

e  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancafhire,  Chefhire,  and  the  Peak  in  Derbyfhire,  book  i.  chap, 
iii.  p.  65. 

f  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  610.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p  642. 

«  There  have  been  clearly,  amongft  many  other  Roman  Stations  in  Lancafhire,  two  very  remark¬ 
able,  and  that  feem  from  their  Ruins  great  Cities,  tho’  now  dwindled  into  the  Villages  of  Overbor- 
xuw  and  Ribchefter,  or  Ribelchefler.  Camden  makes  the  firft  of  thefe  Brementonacum,  in  which 
he  is  followed  by  the  learned  Dean  of  York:  Baxter  calls  it  Brennetonacis  Veteranorum.  The  latter 
is  in  Camden’s  Opinion  Coccium,  tho’  he  was  half  inclined  to  Ribodunum.  Baxter  fends  us  into 
Yorkfhire  for  Coccium,  and  will  have  this  to  be  Rigodunum.  Mr.  Salmon  is  clear  that  Coccium  is 
so  be  placed  at  Ribchefter,  and  that  the  Name  of  Bremetonacis  belongs  to  Lancafter. 
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fufpe&ing  that  the  Rivers  here  were  once  confiderably  deeper,  and  freer  from 
Sand,  and  confequently  that  the  Tide  flowed,  and  they  were  navigable  much 
higher  than  in  our  Times15.  But  not  to  infill  too  long  upon  this  Subject,  I 
will  only  take  the  Liberty  of  obferving,  that  perhaps  an  artificial  Port  might 
be  conflrudted  on  the  Brink  of  Pilling  Mofs,  and  then  a  large,  deep,  and  well 
defended  Drain  being  cut  thro’  it,  would,  at  the  fame  Time,  and  with  the  ' 
fame  Expence,  contribute  to  render  it  firm  Land,  and  furnifh  a  Back-water 
for  fcouring  the  new-made  Port.  How  far  this  may,  or  may  not  be  prac¬ 
ticable,  I  pretend  not  to  determine ;  but  at  ail  Events  the  Obfervation  is  harm- 
lefs,  and  no  Inconvenience  can  arife  from  making  it  K 

The  lafl,  the  largefl,  and  the  finefl  Part  of  the  County  lies  between  the 
two  Rivers,  Ribble  and  Merefy,  extending  about  twenty- two  Miles  from 
North  to  South ;  thirty,  and  in  fome  Places  five-and-thirty,  from  Weft  to 
Eaft.  It  may  be  truly  affirmed  of  this,  that  a  more  pleafantor  a  more  plen¬ 
tiful  Region  can  hardly  be  found ;  the  Air  being  every-where  remarkably 
wholefome,  and  the  Soil  alfo  fruitful,  tho’  in  different  Degrees,  producing 
in  fome  Places  good  Wheat,  in  others  fine  Barley,  but  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Mountains  efpecially  Abundance  of  Oats,  and  thofe  excellent  in  their  Kind  L 
We  may  add  to  thefe.  Hemp  and  Flax,  which  both  grow  and  are  manu¬ 
factured  to  great  Advantage  by  the  Inhabitants.  At  Barton  there  is  a  Salt- 
fpring,  not  inferior  to  thofe  in  Cheihire  ].  There  are  Clays  of  various  Na¬ 
tures,  Quarries  of  Stone  ferviceable  to  all  manner  of  Purpoles,  in  many 
Parts  of  this  DiftriCt.  In* Mines  and  Minerals  few  Countries  furpafs  it ;  for 
here  are  found  moft  of  the  feveral  Sorts  of  Alum,  Vitriol,  Antimony,  Lead, 
Iron,  and  Copper ;  the  beautiful  Cannel-Coal,  which  is  not  barely  ufeful  as 
Fuel,  but  is  alfo  converted  into  many  Sorts  of  curious  Toys,  which  are  very 
neat,  elegant,  and  which  would  be  more  valuable,  if  the  Material  of  which 
they  are  made  was  more  fcarce  m.  Here  are  alfo  Coals  of  other  Kinds  in 
great  Plenty ;  and,  which  is  not  a  little  lingular,  this  Part  of  the  Country 
is  very  well  fupplied  with  Wood;  and  to  add  to  all  their  other  Bleffings, 

h  It  feems  tome  that  Mr.  Salmon  is  in  the  right,  that  Coccium  was  Ribelchefler,  and  that  the 
Romans  had  a  Port  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  which  has  been  fwallowed  up  by  the  Sea.  Before 
this  Change  I  conceive  the  River  was  deeper,  and  the  Tides  flowed  -higher,  fo  that  fmall  Veflels 
went  up  to  Coccium  ;  for  the  Rings  and  Anchors  found  in  its  Neighbourhood,  which  have  fo  much 
confounded  all  the  Antiquaries,  could  only  belong  to  fmall  Veflels ;  and  perhaps  there  was  a  Forge 
in  the  Neighbourhood,  where  thefe  and  other  naval  Utenfils  were  made.  When  the  Port  was  loll, 
Preftoncame  in  its  Place,  and  Coccium  fell  to  Ruin. 

i  It  will  appear  in  the  Clofe  of  this  Chapter,  that  fomething  of  this  Sort  is  at  prefent  thought  prac¬ 
ticable  elfewhere,  for  the  very  fame  Reafons  that  I  think  it  not  impoflible  here. 

k  'Lelands  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  p.  83.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  610.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  Empire,  fol.  7^5.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.230. 

1  Dr.  Brownrigg’s  Art  of  making  Salt,  p.  96. 

'in  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiffory  of  Lan- 
calhire,  Cheihire,  and  the  Peak  in  Derbyfhire,  b.  i.  chap.  iv.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England, 
vol.  ii.  p.  647.  Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Directory,  p.  580. 

Vol.  I.  T  t  they 
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they  have  vaft  Numbers  of  fine  Sheep,  and  as  fair  and  large  Cattle  as  any 
in  the  Kingdom,  by  which  the  Inhabitants  are  enabled  to  make  immenfe 
Quantities  of  good  Cheefe,  which  however  are  fent  to  domefiic  and  foreign 
Markets  under  the  Denomination  of  Chefhire,  becaufe  this  Improvement  firft 
prevailed  there0. 

It  is  the  peculiar  Privilege  of  at  lead;  this  Part  of  Lancashire,  that  the  In- 
duftry  of  the  People  is  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  Plenty  naturally  afforded  by 
the  Country  in  which  they  dwell.  A  Stronger  Proof  of  this  cannot  be  given, 
than  by  enumerating  a  few  of  the  larger  Market  Towns,  and  the  Manu¬ 
factures  for  which  they  are  famous.  Rochdale,  upon  the  River  Roche,  un¬ 
der  the  Mountains  upon  the  Eaft  Side  of  this  Shire,  is  extenfive  and  po¬ 
pulous,  and,  with  the  Villages  about  it,  thrives  by  various  Branches  of  the 
Woollen-Trade.  Bury,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  it,  is  chiefly  difiinguifhed 
by  the  Inhabitants  making  Kerfeys  and  Half-Thicks,  and  has  alfo  fome  Share 
in  the  Cotton  Fabricks.  Bolton  is,  and  has  been  long  efteemed,  the  great 
Staple  of  Fuftiansp.  Wigan,  a  handfome  well-built  Town,  and  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  Borough,  derives  its  Wealth  from  the  convenient  Junction  of  both 
Coal  and  Iron  Works  in  its  Neighbourhood,  as  well  as  from  Coverlets,  Rugs, 
Blankets,  and  other  forts  of  Beddingh  Manchefter  is  a  Place  of  fuch  Note, 
and  for  fuch  a  Variety  of  Manufactures,  that  to  name  it  is  fufficient;  tho’ 
at  the  fame  time  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  notwithifanding  it  is 
larger,  better  built,  and  contains  more  People  than  many  Cities,  yet  it  is  not 
fo  much  as  a  Corporation  r.  Such  is  the  Force  of  Induftry,  unfettered  by  any 
RefcriCtions !  fuch  the  Vigour  of  Ingenuity,  unreftrained  by  fine-fpun  Regu¬ 
lations  !  a  FaCt  well  worthy  of  being  remembered,  and  attentively  confidered.. 
To  this  we  fhall  add  Warrington  s,  upon  the  Merfey,  celebrated,  with  the 
Villages  round  it,  for  making  that  Kind  of  Linen  called  Huckabacks,  of 
which,  in  the  weekly  Market  here,  are  fold  to  the  Amount  of  between, 
twenty  and  thirty  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year. 

When  the  inquifitive  and  judicious  Reader  refieCts  attentively  on  what  pro¬ 
digious  Quantities  of  every  different  Species  of  Goods  mufl  be  made  in  all 
thefe  Places,  he  will  the  lefs  wonder  at  what  has  been  already  faid*  of  the 

°  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  6 ro.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  BritiOi  Empire,  fol.  75.  Leigh’s  Na¬ 
tural  Hiflory  of  Lancashire,  Chefhire,  and  the  Peak  in  Derbyfliire,  b.  ii.  p.  5.  Brome’s  Travels 
over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.230.  Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Diredory,  p.577,  580, 

p  Beawes’s  Merchants  Diredory,  p.  580. 

“I  See  the  Article  Wigan  in  Collier’s  Didionary.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  pi 
674.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.232. 

r  Additions  to  the  Englifn  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Lanca- 
fhire,  Chefhire,  and  the  Peak  in  Derbyfliire,  b,  ii.  p.  14,  15.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,, 
vol.  ii.  p.  646. 

s  Additions  to  the  Englifh.  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  See  the  Article  in  Collier’s  Dic¬ 
tionary. 

*  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  166,  1 67V 
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inland  Trade  and  foreign  Commerce  of  Liverpool,  which  is  the  only  Port 
within  this  Diflridt.  His  Sagacity  will  enable  him  to  conned:  Caufes  and 
Effects  from  this  Detail  of  Fadts  u.  His  Penetration  will  enable  him  to  dif- 
cern  how  one  Species  of  Induftry  has  introduced  another,  how  the  Habit  of 
Application  has  fpread  from  Place  to  Place,  and  how  the  Correfpondence  and 
Navigation  of  Liverpool  gradually,  equally,  and  continually  extending,  gave 
Vent  to  their  feveral  Produ&ions,  and  thereby  fupported,  as  it  Fill  fupports, 
the  whole w.  His  own  good  Senfe  will  fhew  him,  that  we  have  not  kept 
him  fo  long  in  Lancashire  to  little  or  no  Purpofe ;  but  that  from  meditating 
on  what  he  hasfeen  here,  he  may  Spare  himfelf  the  Trouble  of  going  to  Hol¬ 
land  *,  to  learn  what  Parts  and  Pains,  Seconded  by  a  proper  Degree  of  Pa¬ 
tience,  will  accomplifh  in  any  Country  where  they  are  to  be  found. 

In  order  to  (hew  that  thefe  Remarks  were  made  with  our  Eyes  open, 
and,  tho’  with  fenlible  Pleafure,  not  under  any  Prepoflfeflions,  we  (hall  men¬ 
tion  amongft  fo  many  Beauties  one  or  two  Defedts.  In  the  firfl;  place.  Chat 
Mofs  and  Marton  Mofs  are  very  confpicuous,  even  in  this  Dillridt  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  more  of  the  like  difagreeable  Objeds  might,  on  a  flrid  Search,  be  found  >\ 
Ormilkirk  is  a  large  Market  Town,  not  far  from  the  Sea,  yet  in  a  lefs  flou¬ 
rishing  Condition  than  any  of  the  red  7.  Might  not  Some  Method  be  contrived 
to  improve  both  ?  If  there  could.  Surely  nothing  would  bid  fairer  than  the 
opening  a  Port  upon  Some  little  Bay  of  the  Sea,  in  the  midfl:  of  the  Coaft,  be¬ 
tween  the  Rivers  Ribble  and  Merfey,  and  making  a  good  Road  from  thence 
to  Ormilkirk,  which,  with  all  the  adjacent  Diflxid,  would  Soon  feel  the 
Benefit  of  Such  an  Indulgence ;  and,  either  by  the  Invention  of  new,  to 
which  this  would  be  the  greatefl  Encouragement,  or  the  Extenfion  of  old 
Manufadures,  largely  repay  the  necefiary  Difburfements,  to  whatever  they 
might  amount,  that  Such  a  Work  could  require  a.  This  would  compleat  the 

u  When  thefe  Manufactures  were  firft  fet  up,  they  made  a  How  Progrefs,  becaufe  the  Materials 
were  dear,  and  the  Workmen  inexpert,  being  Imitators  only  of  foreign  Fabricks,  as  the  Names  of 
Augfbourg  and  Milan  Fuftians  plainly  fhew.  But  when  they  once  ufed,  at  Isaft  in  Part,  Materials 
raifed  here,  and  became  Inventors  of  new  Species  of  Goods,  all  Difficulties  vanifhed,  and  Emulation 
fpread  Induftry  from  Town  to  Town. 

w  What  is  chiefly  intended  to  be  pointed  out  here,  is  the  Difference  in  refpeCf  to  Manufactures 
between  domeflic  Trade  and  foreign  Commerce.  The  former,  in  about  two  hundred  Years,  ren¬ 
dered  them  pretty  confiderable  ;  from  the  latter,  in  an  eighth  Part  of  that  Time,  they  are  grown 
prodigious. 

x  It  was  firft  the  Policy  of  the  Flemings,  from  them  wifely  adopted  by  the  Dutch,  to  place  fome 
Staple  and  fome  Manufacture  at  every  great  Town.  Why  ffiould  not  we  be,  in  this  refpeCt,  as  wife 
as  our  Neighbours  ? 

r  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  61 1 .  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  167,  1 68.  Salmon’s  New  Sur¬ 
vey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  646. 

z  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  Part  iff.  p.  56.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  612.  See  alfo  the  modern 
Defcriptions  of  this  County. 

3  In  regard  to  the  conftruCting  new  Ports,  the  Public  is  not  tied  down  either  in  point  of  Place, 
Time,  or  Money ;  but  may  at  Leifure  take  the  proper  Methods  to  render  thofe  Havens  the  molt 
commodious,  in  theffiorteff  Space,  and  with  the  lead  Charge. 

Tt  2  Felicity 
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Felicity  of  that  Part  of  the  Country  now  under  our  Contemplation,  which,  in 
its  prefen t  Condition,  is  wonderfully  rich  and  populous,  in  comparifon  of 
what  it  was  in  former  Times,  and  even  within  a  Century  paftj  which  who¬ 
ever  duly  confiders,  and  maturely  weighs  how  it  has  been  brought  about,, 
will  eafily  lee  that  the  fame  Methods,  properly  applied,  and  fteadily  pro- 
lecuted,  would  have  the  like,  or  at  lead;  proportionable  Effects  on  Fournefs 
and  Andernefsb,  iince  there  is  nothing  wanting  to  either  but  fuch  Ports  as 
Whitehaven  and  Liverpool;  and  thefe  no  doubt  might  be  obtained,  if  judi¬ 
ciously  undertaken,  with  as  little  Expence  as  thofe  two  Ports  have  coft;  and 
what  thefe  Expences  are  when  put  in  the  Balance  againfl  the  Advantages  de¬ 
rived  from  them,  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  our  Revenue  well  know  <\- 
The  Evidence,  therefore,  that  ought  to  determine  the  Expediency  or  Inex¬ 
pediency  of  the  Meafure,  being  entirely  in  the  Hands,  or  at  lead  in  the 
Power,  of  thofe  by  whom  only  fuch  Works  as  thefe  can  be  undertaken,  I 
have,  in  this  Representation,  done  all  that  a  private  Man  can  do. 

We  are  now  come  toChefhire,  which  noble  County,  as  our  different  Sub¬ 
jects  led  us,  we  have  mentioned  more  than  once  already  d.  At  prefent,  a 
Single  DiftriCt  is  all  that  claims  our  Attention.  This  Shire  is  bounded  by  the 
Sea  on  the  Weft ;  and  tho’  from  the  Borders  of  Flint  to  thofe  of  Lancashire, 
between  which  it  is  confined,  it  is  not  above  ten  or  twelve  Miles  at  the  moft, 
yet  in  thefe  Kingdoms  few  have  a  better  Claim  than  this  to  the  Title  of  a 
maritime  Province,  as  having  at  lead  forty  Miles  of  Coad.  It  derives  this 
Benefit  from  a  Promontory  which  fhoots  itfelf  into  the  Irifh  Sea,  and  which 
Camden  from  thence,  making  ufe  of  a  Greek  Term,  calls  a  Cherfonefe, 
Sixteen  Miles  in  Length,  and  from  fix  to  eight  in  Breadth,  in  the  midd  of 
thofe  two  great  AEduaries,  or  Firths,  of  Merley  and  Dee  e.  This,  tho’  we  find 
no  direCt  Notice  taken  of  it  in  ancient  Authors,  was  certainly  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Romans,  whofe  twentieth  victorious  Legion  was  dationed  at  Chedeiv 
then  underdood  to  be  \n'  this  Peninfula  f  When  the  Saxons  were  poffelfed. 
of  this  Country,  CheShire  became  a  Part  of  their  Kingdom  of  Mercia,  and. 
this  TraCt  obtained  the  Name  of  Wyrhealeg,  which  however  a  learned 

b  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconiea, 
p.  166 — 169.  Leigh’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Lancalhire,  Chefhire,  and  the  Peak  in  Derbyftnre. 

c  Thefe  Arguments,  founded  on  Facts,  are  not  only  the  moft  convincing  as  lying  level  to  every 
Capacity,  but  are  alfo  the  fconeft  brought  to  the  Teft  of  Experience,  fince  a  few  Trials  properly 
made  would  for  ever  clear  the  Point. 

d  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  7.6,  102,  14.5,  146. 

e  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  456.  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  44$. 
Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fok  73. 

1  BedceHift.  Ecclef.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  2.  Lelandi  Comment,  in  Cygneam  Cantionem,  p. 
51.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.457. 

g  Chronicon  Saxon,  p.  95,  96.  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  445. 
Leland,  in  his  learned  Notes  on  his  Poem  on  the  Birth  of  Prince  Edward,  afterwards  Edward  VI. 
calls  this  DiftriCt  Guiralia,  vulgo  Wirehale,  which  he  defcribes  in  his  Elegy,  ver.  573. 
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Antiquary  will  have  to  be  the  Contradlion  of  two  Britifh  Words,  fignifying 
the  Blue  or  the  Salt  Seah;  hut  this  feems  very  improbable,  as  the  Word  is 
plainly  Saxon.  This  Part  of  the  County  was' miferably  wafted  by  the  Danes, 
and  was  far  from  being  recovered  at  the  Norman  Conqueft,  tho’  before  thefe 
Devaluations  it  appears  to  have  been  well  fettled,  and  fully  peopled.  .  It  then 
aftumed  the  Name  of  Wilaveftan,  and  became  one  of  the  twelve  Hundreds 
into  which  this  County  Palatine  was  at  that  time  divided  h  We  are  told,  that 
it  was  once  a  Foreft ;  which  may  be  true,  tho’  we  know  no  Proof  that  can 
be  brought  to  fupport  it ;  much  lefs,  that  fo  it  continued  until  the  Reign  of 
Edward  the  ThirdL  What  might  very  poftibly  have  given  rife  to  this  No¬ 
tion,  was  the  Sound  of  the  French  Name,  joined  to  the  new  Divifton  of 
Chefhire,  about  the  Time  of  that  Monarch,  when  the  twelve  Hundreds  were 
reduced  to  feven  ;  and  this,  which  was  the  firft,  recovered  its  old  Appella¬ 
tion  of  the  Hundred  of  Wirrall,  which  it  has  retained  ever  fince  !.  It  con¬ 
tains,  by  a  moderate  Computation,  above  ninety  fquare  Miles,  or  about  fixty' 
thoufand  Acres  of  Land.  It  was  antiently  reputed  to  be  a  Trad!  not  over-fruit¬ 
ful,  tho’  always  efteemed,  in  point  of  Climate,  equally  mild  and  pleafantro. 
At  prefent,  in  confequence  of  the  Skill  and  Labour  of  its  Hulbandmen,  there 
is  not  a  richer  or  a  fairer  Spot  in  this  Ifland,  abounding  with  every  thing 
defireable  or  neceftary,  thick  fet  with  Villages,  tho’  there  is  not  indeed  a 
Market  Town  in  this  Hundred,  but  feveral  fine  Parks,  and  old  Seats,  and 
thofe  too  frequently  belonging  to  Families  far  more  ancient  than  their 
Dwellings  n.. 

It  is  impoftible  to  conceive  any  Situation  more  favourable  to  Commerce 
than  this  is ;  and  yet  of  this  the  Inhabitants  have  no  great  Share,  if  we  except 
what  arifes  from  the  Thoroughfare  to  Ireland,  fixed  to  the  well-known  Vil¬ 
lage  of  Park-Gate,  which  is  conftant,  and  is,  or  might  be  rendered,  pretty 
confiderable.  We  mufl:  not  however  attribute  this  to  the  Want  of  a  Port, 
tho’  ftridlly  fpeaking  they  have  none ;  but,  with  regard  to  all  the  Effedls  of 
a  Port,  they  may  be  truly  laid  to  enjoy  both  Chefter  and  Liverpool,  and  moft 
of  the  Creeks  dependant  upon  them  The  Reafon  is  not  lefs  Angular  than 

h  Baxteri  Glo/Tarium  Antiquitatura  Britannicarum,  pf  74,  225,  in  Britifh  Vidr  hal,  i.  e.  Aqua 
falfa. 

‘  Domefday  Book,  fubTitulo  Ceflre-Scire. 

k  Webb’s  Defcription  of  this  Hundred,  in  King’s  Vale  Royal  of  England,  p.  Ti-9. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  54.  Smith’s  Treatife,  in  King’s  Vale  Royal,  p.  27.  Sir  Peter 
Leycefter’s  Hiftorkal  Antiquities,  p.  190. 

m  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  456. 

n  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  456.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  73;  Sir  Peter 
Leycefter’s  Hidorical  Antiquities,  p  192.  But  the  moft  authentic  Proof  arifes  from  the  Arms  of 
all  the  old  Families,  neatly  blazoned,  at  the  Clofe  of  Smith’s  Treatife,  in  King’s  Vale  Royal  of 
England. 

c  Thus  Hilbrey,  Neflon,  Burton-Head,  all  Creeks  to  Chefler,  are  in  this  Hundred,  which  may 
avail  itfelfof  both  Ports  in  the  higheff  Degree,  if  the  Inhabitants  had  in  earned  a  Turn  to  Navigation 
and  Commerce,  which  fome  Time  or  other  will  be  the  Cafe. 

die; 
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the  Fail  itfelf.  The  People  thrive  and  grow  rich,  from  the  ordinary  and 
plentiful  Produce  of  their  Lands,  for  which  they  have  feveral  Markets  at 
hand,  where  they  are  fure  of  difpofing  of  them  at  a  good  Price,  and  there¬ 
fore  trouble  themfelves  no  farther.  Another  Caufe,  or  rather  another  Effeil 
of  the  fame  Caufe,  is  their  having  few  or  no  Manufactures  p.  A  third,  is 
their  being  plentifully  furnifhed  with  every  thing  they  could  expeit  from 
Commerce  at  their  own  Doors,  and  in  immediate  Exchange  for  their  own 
Commodities. 

These  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  red:  of  the  County,  except  that  they 
have  more  Corn,  and  no  Salt  Springs,  at  lead:  that  are  di {'covered.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  daple  Commodities  of  Chefhire  are  MilLdones,  Salt,  and 
Clieefe.  This  lad:  they  have  in  Wyrehall  in  great  Abundance,  which  they 
vend  at  Cheder  on  one  Side,  at  Liverpool  on  the  other,  and  it  is  very  likely  have 
fome  Dealings  with  Wales,  and  podibly  much  greater  with  Ireland.  Our 
natural  Hidorians,  ancient  and  modern,  allure  us,  that  the  peculiar  Relifh 
of  Chediire  Cheefe,  judly  edeemed  little  if  at  all  inferior  to  any  in  Europe q, 
ariies  from  fomething  peculiar  in  the  Failures,  which  they  are  at  great  Pains  to 
prove,  tho’  we  know  none  by  whom  it  has  been  denied.  However,  we 
can  hardly  think  this  peculiar  Privilege  arifes  from  any  occult  Quality  in  the 
Soil,  tho’  that  has  been  very  often  and  very  gravely  afferted  r.  We  will  there¬ 
fore,  without  arrogating  any  thing  to  ourfelves,  or  pretending  to  lay  the  lead: 
Redraint  upon  the  Reader’s  Inquiries  or  Opinion,  mention  what  leems  to  be 
the  Caufe  of  that  Flavour  which  didinguidies  their  Cheefe  s,  and  which, 
when  mentioned,  we  conceive  will  appear  in  a  manner  felf-evident.  It  fecms 
then  to  be  entirely  owing  to  thofe  Rocks  of  Salt,  or  as  Dr.  Leigh  will  have 
it,  to  that  Kind  of  Bafs  productive  of  faline  Particles,  which  Nature  has  lo 
liberally  didributed,  under  the  Surface  of  the  Soil,  thro’  the  whole  County1. 
As  a  Proof  of  this,  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  as  the  Brine  Spring  at  Nampt- 
wich  is  the  riched,  and  produces  the  faired  Salt,  fo  the  Cheefe  made  at  that 
Town,  and  in  its  Neighbourhood,  is  allowed  to  be  the  mod  excellent  of  any 
in  Chefhire  u.  An  Indance,  which,  if  it  is  not  decidve  in  Favour  of  our  Sen¬ 
timent,  renders  it  at  lead  fo  very  probable,  that  the  Public  will  pardon  us  for 

P  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  73.  Additions  to  the  Englhh  Trandation  of  Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia.  All  the  modern  Defcriptions. 

•i  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  456.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  73.  Itinerary  of 
Fynes  Moryfon,  P.  iii.  p.  142.  Robert’s  Merchant’s  Map  of  Commerce,  p.  292. 

r  Smith’s  Defcription  of  Chefhire,  in  King’s  Vale  Royal  of  England,  p.  17.  Childrey’s  Britan¬ 
nia  Baconica,  p.  128.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  649. 

s  Thefe  Sort  of  Inquiries  are  exceedingly  ufeful  in  many  Refpedis  ;  whereas  taking  up  with  oc¬ 
cult  Qualities  flops  all  Improvements. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  81,  82.  vol.  vii.  P.  i.  fol.  21.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Em¬ 
pire,  fol.  73.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  132.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranllation  of 
Camden’s  Britannia.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii  p.  661. 

u  Itinerary  of  Fynes  Moryfon,  Part  iii.  p.  142.  Webb’s  Defcription  of  Chefhire,  in  King’s  Vale 
P.oyal  of  England,  p,  68. 
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giving  this  Hint.  We  may  alfo  dilcover  from  hence,  that  it  is  very  far  from 
being  a  fanciful,  and  much  lefs  a  chimerical  Notion,  that  in  confequence  of  a 
long  Series  of  Oblervations,  a  Method  maybe  found  of  judging,  with  fome 
Degree  of  Certainty,  as  to  the  interior  Contents,  from  the  outward  Appear¬ 
ance,  the  particular  Quality  of  the  Waters  iffuing  from,  and  the  Nature  of 
the  Produce  on,  the  Lands  of  any  Country ;  which,  if  it  could  be  done, 
would  be  unqueftionably  of  great  Utility,  and  contribute  not  a  littie  to  an 
Eflablifhment  of  proper  Staples,  which  are  the  genuine  Sources  of  Wealth, 
by  the  Help  of  Skill  and  Labour  (without  which  it  is  of  little  Benefit  to  So¬ 
ciety)  in  every  the  remotefi:  Corner  of  the  Britifh  Dominions  w. 

There  is  little  more  to  be  faid  in  reference  to  this  County,  which,  fince- 
the  improving  of  certain  Soils  by  marling  has  been  thoroughly  underflood  and 
generally  practifed,  may,  in  point  of  Cultivation,  be  confidered  as  a  Model  * 
and  what  Effects  this  has  had  on  the  Manners  of  the  People,  and  their  Ways 
of  living,  may  be  collected  by  comparing  Things  in  their  prefent  Situation 
with  Accounts  of  them  in  former  Times,  by  Authors  of  unqueftionable  Ve¬ 
racity  This  County,  that  was  ever  remarkable  for  its  Plenty,  hath  had 
that  Plenty  much  heightened  by  this  Management;  fo  that  perhaps  there  are 
very  few  Shires,  even  in  South  Britain,  the  Staples  of  which  produce  a  higher 
Profit  to  the  Poffefforsy.  To  this  we  may  attribute  what  has  been  before- 
mentioned,  their  Slacknefs  in  Manufactures,  and  which  appears  from  their 
fending  moil  of  their  Rock- Salt  to  Liverpool,  and  other  Parts  of  Lancafhire,. 
where  it  is  boiled  in  Sea-water,  and  rendered  fit  for  UieE.  The  farther  Im¬ 
provement-  of  this  County  therefore,  in  this  and  other  RefpeCts,  as  well  as 
the  Extenfion  of  its  Commerce,  all  of  which  are  very  practicable,  mu  ft  be 
expeCted  from  the  Increale  of  its  Inhabitants ;  and  this  we  may  fafely  predict 
will  certainly  come  topafs,  from  the  general  Plenty  in,  and  the  great  Ages  to 
which  they  live,  as  well  as  their  vigorous  Constitutions ;  Circumftances  that 
in  the  Courfe  of  Things  can  hardly  fail.  Indeed,  upon  the  Skirts  of  the 
County,  and  where  the  Lands  are  lefs  rich,  fomething  of  this  fort  begins  already 
to  appear;  fuch  as  the  making  Mohair  Buttons  at  Macclesfield,  and  of 
Gloves  and  Purfes  at  Congleton  ;  fo  that  by  Degrees,  and  the  Intercourfe  be- 
tween  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  and  other  Towns  in  the  County,  and  their 
Connections  with  the  molt  induftrious  Part  of  Lancalhire,  this  Inclination- 
may  fpread,  to  the  great  Benefit  of  the  People  in  general,  but  more  parti- 

w  This  Matter  will  be  farther  explained  in  another  Part  of  this  Work. 

x  Confult  Smith’s  General  View  of  the  County  and  People  of  Chefhire  in  King’s  Vale  Royal  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  compare  what  he  fays  with  modem  Defcriptions. 

y  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  78.  there  is  a  Computation  as  to  which  I  am  now 
better  informed;  the  neat  Amount  of  the  Duty  at  Droitwich  being,  from  the  5th  of  April  175b  to 
the  5th  of  April  1757,  1.71,548  19  6f. 

1  Dr.  Brownrigg’s  Art  of  making  Salt,  Part  3i.  chap.  6.  p.  138.  where  he  takes  notice  that  it  is 
now  exported  to  Ireland,  and  many  Refineries  of  Rock  Salt  fet  up  there,  tho’  there  was  a  Law  againlt 
this  formerly,  which  has  been  fullered  to  expire. 

cularly 
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cularly  to  the  Public,  which  is  ever  a  greater  Gainer  by  Manufactures,  than 
by  any  who  are  employed  in  any  other  laborious  Kind  of  Life,  becaufe  they 
earn  more,  fare  better,  wear  out  more  Cloaths,  and  of  courfe  pay  more 
Taxes,  that  is,  contribute  more  largely  to  the  public  Stock,  which  ought  fo 
to  be  laid  out,  as  to  be  the  continual  Source  of  private  Good. 

We  have  now,  according  to  our  former  Method,  palled  round  theNorth- 
Eaft  and  the  North-Weft  Coafts  of  South  Britain  ;  it  remains,  that  we  exa¬ 
mine  in  like  maner  the  South- Weft  and  South  Shore,  with  fo  much  alfo  as 
looks  to  the  South-Eaft,  leaving  the  Coafts  of  Wales  to  be  confidered  after¬ 
wards  by  themfelves  *.  Before  we  quit  thefe  Parts,  however,  entirely,  a  ge¬ 
neral  Remark  or  two  may  very  fitly  come  in.  The  Countries  we  have  fur- 
veyed  are  undoubedly  much  improved,  taking  all  Things  together,  within 
the  Space  of  the  two  laft  Centuries,  and  exceedingly  improved  within  what 
is  already  pafled  of  the  current  Century ;  which,  to  every  true  Lover  of  his 
Country,  muft  be  a  very  grateful  and  pleafing  Obfervation  ;  nor  ought  it  to 
afford  us  lefs  Comfort  to  difcern,  that  tho’  they  have  been  thus  indilputably 
improved,  yet  we  have  -clearly  fhewn  that  they  are  ftill  capable  of  very  many, 
and  thole  too  much  greater  Improvements;  towards  which  nothing  can  fo  much 
contribute,  as  the  making  good  Roads,  and  opening  new  Ports  L  That  the 
fame  Effects  will  follow  from  thofe  that  lhall  be  hereafter  made,  that  we  fee 
and  feel  have  actually  proceeded  from  thofe  that  have  been  made  within  our 
•own  Memory,  will  appear  as  certain  as  any  thing  of  this  Kind  can  pofftbly  do, 
from  the  peculiar  Advantages  which  thefe  Countries  have,  from  Produce  as  well 
as  from  their  Situation  which  will  enable  their  Inhabitants  to  carry  on  many 
valuable  and  growing  Branches  of  Commerce,  and,  in  Procefsof  Time,  ftriking 
out  new,  more  efpecially  to  the  northern  Parts  of  Europe,  and  to  our  own 
Colonies  upon  the  Continent  of  America,  with  unrivalled  Facility.  Belides 
this,  they  have  already  drawn,  and  will  continue  to  derive,  very  great  Benefits 
from  their  Correfpondence  with  the  Ille  of  Man,  the  North- Weft  Part  of 
Scotland,  and  more  efpecially  with  the  North  of  Ireland,  to  which  they  fend 
Coals,  Corn,  Salt,  Cheefe,  Pewter,  Tin,  and  Manufactures  of  very  different 
Sorts,  moft  of  which  are  fpeedily,  as  well  as  certainly,  confumed  d.  Their 
Imports,  in  Return,  are  Wool,  Ore,  Skins,  Feathers,  Hides,  which  they 
afterwards  manufacture,  and  fell  elfewhere  ;  fo  that  they  are  at  leaft  as  much 
Gainers  by  what  they  buy  as  by  what  they  fell,  at  the  fame  Time  that  they 
promote  Induftry  in  thofe  Countries,  and  greatly  increafe  their  own  Navigation, 

a  This  Method  feemed  the  belt  calculated  to  prevent  Repetitions,  and  to  avoid  Confufion  by  in¬ 
termixing  what  belonged  to  different  Countries. 

b  When  the  Inhabitants  of  any  Country  have  reached  the  Summit  of  Improvement,  which  is  far 
from  being  our  Cafe,  they  muft  naturally  decline. 

c  Produce  and  Situation  are  the  Pillars  on  which  the  firmeft  commercial  Structures  have  ever  been 
ereCted,  and  on  thefe  our  Hopes  reft  here. 

d  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranftation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis, 
p.114.  Beawes’s  Merchants  Directory,  p.577,  578,  580. 
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which  are  Points  of  infinite  Confequence  to  the  Public  in  general,  and,  on  this 
Account,  deferve  the  utmoft  Attention,  and  all  the  Encouragment  that  can 
be  bellowed  upon  them  e. 

The  firft  of  the  South-Weft  Counties,  of  which  our  prefent  Defign  leads 
us  to  take  Notice,  is  that  of  Somerfet ;  which  enjoys  from  the  Bounty  of 
Providence,  almoft  as  many  and  as  fignal  Advantages  as  an  intelligent  Mind 
could  wifh  f.  It  is  fair,  rich,  and  fpacious,  two  hundred  Miles  in  Circumfer¬ 
ence,  containing,  according  to  the  ufual  Computations,  upwards  of  a  Million 
of  Acres  ;  almoft  equal  in  Point  of  Size  to  the  Ifland  of  Majorca,  which  was 
onoe  a  Kingdom  ;  as  large  as  all  the  Proteftant  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  exclu- 
five  of  Berne ;  and  but  very  little  inferior  to  Saxony  Proper  s.  The  Climate 
every-where  exceedingly  mild,  in  the  higher  Parts  remarkably  healthy.  The 
Soil  admirably  fruitful.  The  Face  of  the  Country,  beautifully  diverfified  with 
Hills  and  Plains,  and  except  on  the  Confines  of  Devonshire  (which  neverthelels 
may  hereafter  become  fo)  in  moft  Places  more  or  lefs  profitable  h.  Hence  arifes 
a_ Variety  of  valuable  Products,  and  Scenes  of  fuch  Abundance,  as  are  very 
rarely  to  be  met  with  together:  For  Inftance,  great  TraCts  of  Land  wonder¬ 
fully  fertile  in  fine  Corn  ;  feveral  diftinguifhed  by  their  luxuriant  Herbage;  fo 
that,  tho’  nothing  is  more  common  in  regard  to  moft  Shires,  it  is  difficult  how¬ 
ever  to  fay  as  to  this,  whether  it  excells  in  arable  or  in  pafture  Lands  h  Some, 
again,  are  fit  for  other  Purpofes,  fuch  as  the  Production  of  Hemp  and  Woad. 
Thofe  Ridges  of  Mountains  which  feem  to  promife  leaft,  from  their  rough 
and  craggy  Surfaces,  are,  notwithftanding.  rich  in  Metals  and  in  Coals  k.  In 
thofe  of  Mendip  Lead  and  Copper,  as  alfo  immenfe  Stores  of  Lapis  Calami- 
naris.  There  have  been  Lead  Mines  likewife  found,  in  the  very  oppofite  Part 
of  the  County,  near  Dulverton ;  and  it  is  highly  probable,  notwithstanding  the 
Numbers  known,  and  vaft  Profits  already  made,  there  may  be  as  confiderable 
Mines  in  Places  not  yet  wrought,  or  fo  much  as  fufpeCted1.  We  may  add 
to  all  thefe  another  natural  Prerogative  which  this  County  enjoys,  of  being 
watered  by  many  fine  Rivers,  fuch  as  the  Avon,  the  Perrot,  the  Thone, 
&c.  which  conduce  alike  to  its  Fertility,  Convenience  in  carrying  on  various 

e  I  came  to  the  Knowlege  of  thefe  Particulars  by  comparing  fome  Extracts  from  the  Cuflom* 
Houfe  Books  in  both  Kingdoms. 

f  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  50,  64.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  161.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the 
Britith  Empire,  fol.  23. 

g  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  Part  iii.  Book  3.  p.  137.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  32. 
Tern  pieman’s  Survey,  Plate  i.  xi.  xiii. 

h  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  23.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  32 — 45. 
Broome’s  Travels  thro’  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  34. 

*  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Robert’s  Merchant’s  Map  of  Com¬ 
merce,  p.289,  290.  Salrtion’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  801  —  805, 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  169.  Stukeley’s  Itinerariurn  Curiofum,  p.  801 — 805. 

1  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Diffionary,  p.207.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifli 
Empire,  fol.  23.  Philofophical  Tranfaftioos  of  the  Royal  Society,  N°.  xxviii.  p.  525.  N°  xxxix 
p.  767. 

Vol  L  U  u  Manufactures, 
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Manufa&ures,  and  to  its  inland  Navigation111;  fo  that  even  upon  this  flight 
l'uperficial  View,  it  will  be  fufficiently  evident,  that  very  few  Countries, 
whether  in  this  or  any  other  Kingdom,  are  capable  of  fupporting  a  larger 
Number  of  People  in  Proportion  to  their  Extent ;  nay,  which  is  more,  fup¬ 
porting  them,  with  a  moderate  Affiftance  from  their  own  Induftry,  in  a 
State  of  greater  Affluence,  or  of  enabling  them  to  complete  their  own  Feli¬ 
city,  by  fending  the  Produce  of  their  Lands  and  Labours  as  well  to  foreign  a? 
to  domeffic  Markets ;  which  certainly  are  the  decifive  Points,  that,  to  the 
bed;  Judges  of  Things  of  this  Nature,  can  alone  juftify  the  Epithets  that  we 
have  beftowed  upon  it. 

It  is  not  the  foie  Praife  of  Somerfetfhire  that  Nature  has  done  fo  much  in 
her  Behalf,  we  muff  alfo  allow  that  the  Inhabitants  have,  in  a  good  meafure, 
made  a  right  Ufe  of  her  Gifts ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Country  is  not 
barely  capable  of  being  enriched,  but,  which  is  not  always  the  Cafe  in  like 
Circumftances,  really  is  fo.  Their  Hufbandmen,  by  affiduous  Tillage,  extradt 
prodigious  Crops  of  different  Sorts  of  Grain,  and  draw  great  Sums  from  what 
is  fold  into  the  adjacent  Counties11.  They  raife  as  large  Cattle  here  as  in 
Lincolnfflire,  and  feed  many  more  than  they  breed,  from  whence  they  derive 
no  fmall  Profit  °.  If  there  be  any  Cheefe  in  this  Ifiand  that  difputes  the  Pre- 
ference  with  Chefhire,  it  is  that  of  Chedder,  which  many  prefer  even  to  Par- 
mefan  p.  Befides  the  high-priced  Chedder  Cheefe,  the  ordinary  Dairies  of 
this  County  afford  a  great  deal  more  of  that  Commodity  than  they  can  con-* 
fume,  fo  that  many  hundred  Tons  are  carried  yearly  out  of  the  County,  par¬ 
ticularly  to  Alorden  Fair-i.  The  Produce  of  their  Mines  is  very  confider- 
able  ;  immenfe  Quantities  of  Brafs  are  manufactured  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Briftol,  out  of  Mendip  Hills ;  and  their  Lead  is  alfo  exported  to  a  vail 
Amount r.  But  notwithftanding  the  Wealth  flowing  from  thefe  Staples,  they 
have  (if  we  may  fo  fpeak)  Mines  above-ground  that  yield  infinitely  more. 
Their  Mountains  and  their  Plains  are  covered  with  Multitudes  of  Sheep,  the 
Wool  of  which,  however,  falls  Abort  of  fupplying  their  numerous  Manu¬ 
factures5.  It  is  not  this  or  that  Branch  of  the  Woollen  Trade  by  which 

,a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  168.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  142.  Broome’s  Travels  over 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  34. 

n  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Robert’s  Merchant’s  Map  of 
Commerce,  p.  289,  290,  All  the  Modern  Defcriptions. 

0  Thefe  and  other  Circumftances  I  have  received  from  Gentlemen  living  in,  and  well  acquainted 
with  the  State  of  the  County. 

p  Robert’s  Merchant’s  Map  of  Commerce,  p.  289.  Houghton’s  Collections  relative  to  Hu fbandry 
and  Trade,  vol.  i.  p.  402.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

q  Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Directory,  p.  582. 

r  I  have  feen  a  Petition  to  Parliament,  in  the  Reign  of  William  III,  fetting  forth,  That  many 
Towns  fubftfted  in  Somerfetfhire  by  the  Brafs  Manufacture  ;  and  that,  by  the  Encouragement  and 
Affiftance  of  the  Legiflature,  this,  Country  might  be  rendered  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  Staple  of 
Brafs,  as  Sweden  is  of  Copper:  And  therefore  praying  a  Duty  upon  Latten  Wire. 

8  A  Plan  of  the  Englifh  Commerce,  p.  86,  87.  Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Directory,  p.  582.  • 
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they  thrive,  but  they  carry  on,  and  carry  on  with  Succefs,  almofi:  all  its  V  a¬ 
riety  of  Manufactures,  from  the  fined  Broad  Cloth  down  to  different  Kinds  of 
Stockings ;  fo  that  many  of  their  Villages,  fince  the  Beginning  of  this  Cen¬ 
tury,  are  fwelled  into  Towns;  and  fome  of  their  Towns,  from  the  Number 
and  Wealth  of  their  Inhabitants,  may  vie  with,  indeed  outvie.  Cities f.  The 
Vale  of  Taunton  Dean,  in  refpeCt  to  its  amazing  Fertility,  is  only  furpaffed 
by  the  Induftry  of  its  Inhabitants ;  which  is  a  Point  we  may  affirm  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  worthy  of  Notice,  fince  it  very  rarely  happens  in  this  Kingdom,  or 
in  any  other,  that  where,  from  the  natural  Fecundity  of  the  Soil,  a  plentiful 
Subfifience  may  be  had  with  very  little  Labour,  the  People  fhould  never- 
thelefs  apply  themfelves,  vigorously  and  Readily,  to  manual  Arts  u.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  Account  exaggerated ;  it  is  a  Sketch  rather  than  a  Picture  ; 
and  if  it  was  our  Bufinefs,  or  the  Compafs  of  our  Work  would  allow  us  to 
treat  thefe  Things  minutely,  we  have  it  abundantly  in  our  Power  to  fet 
them  in  much  ftronger  and  fuller  Lights,  without  the  finalled  Violation  or 
Exaggeration  of  Truth. 

We  have  done  fome  Degree  of  Jufiice  to  the  natural  Advantages,  and  to 
the  Difpofition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  opulent  DiftriCt.  We  are  now, 
which  is  a  Point  of  Jufiice  alfo,  to  mention  its  DefeCts,  for  DefeCts  it  has, 
and  confequently  it  may  receive  Improvements.  There  are  very  extenlive 
TraCts  of  Land,  of  leveral  Kinds,  which  tho’  they  are  not  abfolutely  ufelefs, 
yet  are  certainly  fo  to  a  great  Degree ;  and  tho’  fome  Profit  may  be  drawn 
from  them,  yet  there  is  no  Queftion  to  be  made,  that  by  proper  Manage¬ 
ment,  they  might  be  rendered  infinitely  more  valuable  than  they  are w.  Sedg- 
more,  and  feveral  other  Moors  that  lie  contiguous  to  it,  and  comprehend  in 
the  whole,  according  to  the  molt  accurate  Surveys,  feveral  thoufand  Acres, 
have  been  always  reputed  a  Difcredit  to  fo  fine  a  Country  *.  Brentmarfhes,  and 
the  low  watry  Grounds  that  firetch  themfelves  to  a  large  Extent  on  that  Side, 
fall  likewife  under  this  Defcription  ;  and  we  may  fay  the  fame  of  Cannington 
Fens,  and  the  miry  TraCts  in  their  Vicinity,  with  others  of  a  fimilar  Nature  in 
feveral  DiftriCts  of  this  County  7.  To  which  we  might  add,  tho’  fome  Parts  of 

t  I  am  very  well  apprized,  from  particular  Information,  that  many  of  thefe  Towns  have,  at  pre» 
fent,  nothing  near  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  they  were  faid  to  have  in  Queen  Anne’s  Reign,  but  I 
doubt  thofe  were  but  random  Guefles ;  and  therefore,  from  thefe  more  moderate  and  accurate  Com¬ 
putations  I  take  my  Stare  of  Things. 

u  Robert’s  Merchant's  Map  of  Commerce,  p.  289,  290.  Seethe  Article  of  Taunton  Dean  in 
Collier’s  Dictionary.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  32 — 45. 

w  See  a  Difcourfe  concerning  the  Time  when  England  was  fil'd  divided  into  Shires,  by  Mr. 
James  Ley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Marlborough,  amongft  the  Difcourfes  of  eminent  Antiquaries,  pub- 
liihed  by  Thomas  Hearne. 

x  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  51.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  the  third.  Childrey’s  Bri¬ 
tannia  Baconica,  p.  32. 

y  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  167.  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Imbanking  and  Draining,  chap, 
xx. 

;  U  u  2  them 
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them  begin  of  late  to  be  inclofed,  much  larger  Diflri&s  of  heathy  Downs  and 
wide-fpread  Commons,  which  are,  comparatively  fpeaking,  poor  and  barren, 
tho’  not  like  the  Marfhes 1:  For  thefe  are  not  barely  unimproved,  but,  which 
is  much  worfe,  in  their  prefent  Condition  at  leafl,  are  equally  noifome  and 
noxious;  prejudicial  alike  to  Health  and  Induftry;  yielding fmall  and  preca¬ 
rious  Advantages  to  their  PolTdTors ;  interrupting  the  free  Intercourfe,  more 
efpecially  in  the  Winter  Seafon,  between  the  better  cultivated  Parts  of  the 
Country,  being  in  this  refpecl  very  injurious  to  Trade,  and  producing  few  or  no 
Emoluments  to  balance  thefe  apparent  and  real  Inconveniencies  a. 

Yet  thefe  Moors,  Marfhes,  Boggs,  and  Fens,  are,  after  all,  but  the  bad 
Effects  of  what  has  been  ever  efteemed,  and  ought  to  be  efteemed,  one  of  the 
principal  Benefits  bellowed  by  Providence  on  the  finefl  Countries,  and  which 
hath  been  already  celebrated  as  one  great  Prerogative  of  this ;  that  is,  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  great  Rivers  and  leffer  Streams,  which,  by  their  Extravafations,  pro¬ 
duce  as  eminent  Mifchiefs,  as,  when  reflrained  or  reduced  within  proper 
Bounds,  they  procure  fignal  and  extenfive  Benefits  b.  It  is  therefore  an  Af~ 
fertion  that  will  admit  of  little  Debate,  that  if  thofe  Heaths  and  Commons 
were  properly  inclofed  and  cultivated,  as  they  might  be,  and  as  fome  Portions 
of  this  Sort  of  Ground  have  been;  and  if  thefe  boggy  Tradts  of  Land  could 
be  thoroughly  drained,  and  rendered  firm  and  dry,  they  would  not  only  ceafe 
to  be,  what  they  are,  the  Difgrace  of  this  fair  and  fertile  Region,  but  would 
likewife  become  as  rich,  as  fruitful,  and  as  pleafant,  as  any  other  Parts  of  the 
County  c.  In  this  Light  they  would  be  confiderable  Acquifitions  to  the  fe- 
veral  Kinds  of  Hufbandry  already  introduced,  and  might  alfo .  make  room 
for  many  new  ones  that  have  not  yet  been  pradtifed,  and  for  which  Lands 
new  drained  would  be  peculiarly  fit ;  and,  after  large  Profits  drawn  from 
them  by  fuch  Improvements,  would  be  rendered  more  proper  than  otherwife 
they  would  have  been  for  either  arable  or  paflure  Grounds d. 

We  may  trace  the  Exiflence  of  thefe  Marfhes  up  as  high  as  perhaps  we 
can  trace  any  thing,  at  lead  with  equal  Certainty,  in  our  Hiflory.  It  was  in 
them  the  Cangi  took  Shelter  from  the  Romans,  who  have  left  indubitable 

z  Such  as  Quantock  Hills,  Blaekdown,  Leighdown,  Rawley  Hills,  Hatchwood,  and  feveral  other 
TraCts  either  unimproved  or  but  very  imperfectly. 

a  The  Advantage  of  feeding  Cattle  in  thefe  Marfhes  would  not  be  lefTened  by  Draining,  unlefs  the’ 
Proprietors  found  it  more  profitable  to  convert  them  when  drained  to  fome  other  Ufes. 

h  Camden!  Britannia,  p.  161  — 175.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  the  third..  Fuller’s  Worthies, 
in  Somerfetfhire. 

c  Herodot.  Hi  ft.  lib.  i.  ii.  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  xvii.  Plin.Nat.  Hiflor.  lib',  v.  Eman. 
van  Meteren,  Nederlandfche  Hiftorie,  B.  xxviii.  Janigon,  Etat.  prefent  de  la  Republique  des  Pro¬ 
vinces  Unies,  Tome  iv.  chap.  xi.  xii.  §.  4.  chap.  xv.  §.  3,  5,  6.  chap,  xviii.  §.  1,  2,  3. 

d  Gabriel  Reeve’s  Father’s  Legacy  to  his  Sons  for  the  Improvement  of  barren  Lands,  40.  167c. 
Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Preface  to  his  Hiflory  of  Embanking  and  Draining. 
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Proofs  of  their  becoming  at  length  Mailers  of  this  Country6.  Here  the  Bri¬ 
tons  made  their  laft  Efforts  againft  the  Saxon  Power ;  and  here  the  Body  of 
the  mighty  Arthur  was  interred  L  Hither,  in  their  Turn,  the  Saxons  reforted, 
when  the  beft  Part  of  the  Kingdom  was  converted  into  a  Defart  by  the  Danes : 
And,  in  the  Fen  of  Nobles,  Alfred  is  faid  to  have  planned  that  excellent 
Conflitution,  that  Syftem  of  mild  Obedience,  or  rather  of  rational  Liberty, 
which,  as  the  firft  of  Bleffmgs,  was  derived  to  us  from  one  of  the  wifeft  and 
bed:  of  Mens.  Thus  we  fee,  that  however  ulelefs  now,  there  were  Seafons, 
when,  as  in  Ireland,  thefe  watery  Moralfes  were  looked  upon  as  a  Kind  of  na¬ 
tural  Fortifications.  In  more  fettled  Times  however,  when  fuch  Retreats  were 
not  neceffary,  Endeavours  were  exerted,  and  thofe  too  not  altogether  without 
Effect,  for  reclaiming  thefe  Moors  and  Marfhes,  and  for  overcoming,  in  the 
mean  Time,  the  principal  Incommodities,  which  they  occafioned. 

The  chief  Indruinent,  in  this  refpetft  at  lead:,  if  I  miftake  not,  was  the 
erecting  Convents  or  religious  Houfes  on  fuch  Spots  as  were  mofl  proper  for 
this  Purpofe,  of  which  many  Examples  might  be  given.  To  indance  only 
in  a  few.  King  Alfred  founded  a  Benedidtine  Monaftery  in  Athelney,  where 
there  was  little  more  then  two  Acres  of  firm  Ground  in  the  midft  of  impaffable 
Mardies,  occafioned  by  the  Overflowings  of  the  Rivers  Perrot  and  Thone,  a 
few  Miles  below  Taunton ;  which  was  much  improved,  and  condderable 
Portions  of  Land  recovered  by  the  Care  of  the  Abbots,  who  had  the  Title  of 
Lords,  tho’  no  Seat  in  Parliament51.  Michelney  or  Muchelney,  that  is-,  much 
Water,  another  Marfh  Idand,  at  the  Conduenceof  the  Rivers  Ivel  and  Perrot, 
had  a  Convent  eredted  by  King  Ina,  or,  as  is  commonly  believed,  by  King 
Ethelflan,  which  fubdded  to  the  general  Didolution  of  religious  Houfes  L 
But,  to  the  Purpofe  we  have  now  in  View,  there  is  one  above  all  the  red:  * 

e  Tacit.  Annul,  lib.  xii.  cap.  32.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  16&.  A  Difcourfe  upon  fome  Rom  a  a 
Antiquities  difcovered  near  C-onqueff  in  Somerfetfhire,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Place  where  the  Conquefb 
of  Britain  by  the  Romans  was  completed.  By  an  anonymous  Author.  Publifhed  by  Thomas. 
Hearne  at  the  End  of  Peter  Langtoff’s  Chronicle. 

f  Gulielmus  Malmefburienfis  de  Antiquitate  Glaflonienfis  Ecclefiee-,  p.  43,  44,  47.  Adami  de- 
Domerham  Hifforia  de  Rebus  geftis  Glaffonienfibus,  fol.  72.  a.  Robert  of  Gloucefter’s.  Chronicle, 
fol.  134.  Lelandi  AfTertio  Arthurii,  fol.  21,  22,  23.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  166. 

S  Afleriu3.de  Rebus  geffis  dEifredi,  p.  33.  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  85.  Sir  John  Spelman’s  Life  of 
King  /Elfred  the  Great,  p.  165.  This  Ifland,  from  the  King’s  taking  Shelter  therein,  with  the  few 
Saxon  Lords  who  had  the  Courage  and  Loyalty  to,  adhere  to  their  Sovereign  in  his-  Diflrefs,  received 
the  Name  of  dEthelingaigge,  i.  e.  Nobiiium  Infula. 

h  Ex  MS.  Biblioth.  Cottoniana,  fub  Effigie  Neronis,  D  2.  fol.  8-6.  Guliel.  Mahnefbur.  d^Geflis. 
Regum  Anglorum,  p.  44.  Monaff.  Anglican,  tom.  i.  p.  202..  Reyner.  Apoft.  Benedidf.  tom.  ii.  p., 
132.  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monaff ica,  p.  196. 

*  Gulielm.  Malmefburienfis  d'e  Antiq.  Glaft'on.  p.  i  n.  Monaff.  Anglican,  tom.  i.  p.  197.  Tan¬ 
ner’s  Notitia  Monaffica,  p.  196.  In  Burton’s  Catalogue,  which  is.  commonly  called  Speed’s,  th«r 
Lands  of  this  Abbey  are  valued  at  498  163.  I  have  feen  fome  Extracts  from  theRegiiter  of  this- 
religious  Houfe,  by  which  it  appears,  the  Monks,  or  their  Tenants,  cultivated  Woad,  or,  as  they 
sail  it,  Wode,  and  a  curious. Account  of  their  Method  in  managing  of  it, 

Glaflonbury 
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Glaftonbury,  which  F  laid  to  have  been  the  firft,  and  came  by  Degrees  to  be 
one  of  the  richefl  Abbies  in  England k.  An  Abbot  of  Glaftonb-ury  ran  a 
Caifleway  of  Stone  and  Gravel  eight  Miles  over  the  Morals,  extending  from 
Somerton  to  Bridgwater,  which  to  this  Day  bears  his  Name,  and  is  called 
Gray  lock’s  Foffe  K  Another  Abbot,  at  infinite  Expenee,  eredted  a  fair  Stone 
Church  on  the  high  Mountain  that  overlooks  Glaitonbury,  and  is  called  the 
Ton* ;  which  tho’  now  fallen  to  Ruin,  yet  the  Spire,  as  high  as  the  Church  was 
long,  being  ftill  preferved,  fhews  plainly  to  what  End  it  was  built,  being  an 
eminent  and  moll  ufeful  Sea-mark ni.  A  third  Abbot  railed  the  great  Sluice,  by 
which  a  large  Diftricl  is  defended  from  the  Waters,  with  which  it  would  other- 
wife  have  been  overflowed  n.  There  might  be  much  Weaknefs,  Wicked- 
nefs,  and  Superflition  among  thefe  Monks,  more  efpecially  in  later  Times,  but 
thefe  mighty  and  magnificent  Works,  raifed  and  maintained  for  public  Uti¬ 
lity,  are  not  Marks  of  Weaknefs,  Wickednefs,  or  Superflition,  and  therefore 
deferve  to  be  commended  °.  For  the  fame  Purpofe  of  recovering,  or  at  leaffc 
preferving  the  Lands,  there  were,  from  time  to  time.  Royal  Commiflions 
granted,  and,  in  confequence  of  thefe,  Inquifitions  and  Prefentments  made. 
In  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  Firfl  a  Scheme  was  formed  for  draining  the 
Midland  Moors,  but  it  was  never  executed  ;  and  yet  furely  there  is  nothing 
impoflible  or  impracticable  in  fuch  an  Undertaking  p.  On  the  contrary,  an 
ingenious  and  judicious  Author,  whofe  Candour  and  public  Spirit  are  alike 
confpicuous  in  all  his  Writings,  has  fliewn,  and  it  is  expeCted  will  more  fully 
fliew,  that  it  may  be  done  ealily,  certainly,  and  at  a  finall  Expence q. 

We  come  now  to  what  is  our  proper  Bufinefs,  but  to  which  we  could  not 
have  fpoken  intelligibly,  if  we  had  treated  this  Subject  in  another  manner  than 

k  Monaft.  Anglican,  tom.  i.  p.  i.  tom.  ii.  p.  837.  Reyner.  Apolt.  benedict,  tom.  i.  p.  2.  Tan¬ 
ner’s  Notitia  Monaltica,  p.  193.  In  Burton’s  Catalogue,  the  Revenue  is  computed  at  1.  3508  13  4 
per  Annum.  In  Dugdale’s  Catalogue,  1.  3311  7  4.  This  was  the  Sum  certified  by  the  Commif- 
fioners  to  King  Henry  VIII.  as  the  true  Value.  But  upon  a  fubfequent  Survey  by  Richard  Pol¬ 
lard  and  Thomas  Moyle,  Efqrs.  which  I  have  carefully  perufed,  they  were  found  to  amount  to 
1.  408 568. 

1  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Imbanking  and  Draining,  p.  3,  Dr.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium 
Curiofum,  p.  145,  146. 

m  Johannis  Glaftonienfis  Hifforia  de  Rebus  Glaftonienfibus,  p.  24  $.  Adami  de  Domerham  Hif- 
toria  de  Rebus  geftis  Glaftonienfibus,  p.  598.  Monaft.  Anglican,  tom.  i.  p.  11.  It  appears  that 
this  Chapel,  which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  was  overthrown  by  an  Earthquake,  A.  D,  1275. 
and  that  there  was,  by  a  royal  Charter,  an  annual  Fair  on  the  Torr,  which  began  five  Days  be¬ 
fore,  and  ended  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael. 

n  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  42.  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Embanking  and  Drain¬ 
ing,  p.  104.  Dr.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  146. 

0  It  appears  from  the  Survey  beforementioned,  that  the  Lands  of  this  great  M'onaftery  at  the 
Time  of  the  Diffolution  were  well  let,  thoroughly  improved,  and  their  Parks,  Woods,  Coppices, 
Meadows,  Commons,  Fifhponds,  &c.  in  the  moft  regular  Order. 

p  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  42.  Regiftrum  de  Glafton.  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of 
Imbanking  and  Draining,  chap.  xx. 

q  Dr.  Tucker,  in  hisfolid  and  fenfible  Specimen  of  the  Elements  of  Commerce. 

that 
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that  we  have  hitherto  followed.  The  Coaft  of  Somerfetfhire  receives  the 
Briftol  Channel  into  anextenfive  Bay,  which  forms  a  Kind  of  Semicircle,  and, 
if  we  confider  the  indented  Outline  of  the  Shore,  extends  twenty  Leagues  r. 
At  the  northern  Extremity  is  the  famous  Port  of  Briftol,  but  between  that  and 
Bridgwater  there  is  not,  if  I  remember  right,  fo  much  as  a  Creek'.  A  few 
Miles  to  the  Weft  of  Bridgwater  ftands  Watchett,  called  by  the  Saxons  We- 
ced  or  Wechedport,  an  ancient,  and  once  a  confiderable  Port,  but  now  in  a 
very  indifferent  State,  notwithftanding  feveral  ACts  of  Parliament  for  repairing 
and  reftoring  its.  Minehead,  antiently  written  Munihved,  is  in  a  much 
better  Condition;  the  Town  is  neat  and  well-built;  and  tho’  the  Harbour  is 
not  large,  yet  it  is  very  fafe  and  convenient,  capable  of  receiving  large 
Ships,  and  much  improved  from  repeated  Aftiftance  given  by  the  Legiflature  L 
Weft  from  hence  lies  Porlock  Bay,  and  the  Town  of  Porlock,  which  was 
heretofore  a  Haven  of  fome  Note;  tho’  atprefentit  is  little  regarded11.  But  if 
once  the  Marfhes  and  Fens  were  fully  drained,  the  lefs  profitable  Grounds 
inclofed,  or  otherwife  turned  to  Advantage,  and  firm  fubftantial  Roads  made 
to  thefe  Towns,  by  which  the  Communication  between  allPartsof  theCounty, 
in  all  Seafons,  was  rendered  perfectly  open  and  commodious  for  Carriages  of 
every  Kind,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  again  revive;  and  in  proportion  as 
the  Country  near  them  became  thoroughly  cultivated,  well-peopled,  and  the 
Produce  of  their  Mines  and  Manufactures,  for  there  are  fome  in  this  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  might  be  more,  tranfported  direCtly  to  foreign  Markets,  inftead 
of  being  conveyed,  as  now  they  moftly  are,  Coaft-wife  to  Briftol,  and  the 
Manufactures  from  fome  of  their  bufieft  Towns  by  Land  Carriage  (mark  the 
Benefit  of  good  Roads)  to  London  as  well  as  Exeter,  from  whence  they  are 
exported,  the  Face  of  Affairs  would  quickly  change,  and’  this  Part  of  Somer¬ 
fetfhire  wear  as  florid  a  Complexion  as  any  other  v.  It  is  therefore  hardly  to 
be  conceived  that  in  a  County  where  the  Inhabitants  poffefs  fo  many  and  fo 
great  Bleftlngs ;  know  experimentally  the  prodigious  Benefits  arifing  from 
Induftry,  as  well  when  applied  to  Improvements  as  to  Manufactures;  .have 
fuch  a  Senfe  of  the  Importance  of  Trade  ;  and  from  the  Weight  of  Taxes 
and  Poor-Rates,  where-ever  it  withdraws,  feel  the  Lofs  of  it  fo  heavily;  many 
Arguments  ftiould  be  neceftary  to  perfuade  them  to  the  very  few  Undertakings, 


r  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh.  Empire,  fol.  23.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  161.  Childrey’s  Bri¬ 
tannia  Baconica,  p.  32. 

5  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  105,  126,  129.  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dic¬ 

tionary,  p.  483.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  i  6x.  Stat.  6  Annae,  a- private  A£t.  7  Geo.  I.  cap, 

14. 

‘  Sir  Robert  Cotton’s,  commonly  cited  as  Prynne’s  Records,  p.  454,  455,  460.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  1 6 1 .  Stat.  1.2  Will.  III.  cap.  9,  10.  10  Annae  cap.  24.  11  Geo.  II.  cap.  8. 

u  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  105,  1 66.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  63.  Lambarde.’s  Hiftorical  and 
Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  276. 

v  This  would  very  little,  if  at  all,  affe<ft  the  Trade  of  Briftol ;  for  this  would  be  carrying  on  a 
new  Trade  thro’  new  Channels,  and  only  fuch  a  Trade  as  could  not  be  conveniently  carried  on  by, 
the  old. 

which. 
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which  are  requifite  to  make  them  hill  happier  than  they  are  w.  But  inflead  of 
multiplying  thefe  I  will  conclude  with  this  Remark ;  that  by  the  propofed 
Improvement  of  their  Country,  their  ftaple  Commodities  will  be  certainly 
increafed ;  more  Room  afforded  for  the  Cultivation  of  Woad,  Hemp,  Flax, 
Rape,  Teazels,  &c.  and  thefe  Commodities  being,  as  far  as  may  be,  ufed 
and  wrought  up  by  their  own  People ;  carried  either  by  their  Boats  or  Wag¬ 
gons  to  their  own  Havens ;  their  Commerce  muft  from  thence  become  the 
moft  gainful,  and,  which  is  of  as  great  Confequence,  the  bell  fixed,  and  its 
Continuance  moft  effedually  fecured. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  happy  Situation  of  Devonfhire,  as  lying 
between  two  Seas,  and  in  that  very  eflential  Circumfiiance  unrivalled  by  any, 
except  Cornwall,  which  however  it  far  furpafles  in  regard  to  Size,  being,  next 
to  Yorklhire,  the  largefi:  in  South  Britain  x.  It  is  in  this  refpeff,  indeed, 
very  remarkable,  containing  in  Extent  as  much  Land  as  forms  the  Dominion 
of  the  Republic  of  Genoa  on  the  Continent ;  not  inferior  to  all  the  Balearic 
Iflands,  which  were  once  a  Monarchy;  and  twice  the  Size  of  Algarve,  which 
is  ftill  fo  y.  In  Point  of  Climate,  the  Vicinity  of  the  Sea  prelerves  it  from 
piercing  Cold,  and  yet,  in  the  Winter,  the  Weather  is  frequently  flharp,  and 
more  frequently  windy.  The  Country  is  very  beautifully  interfperfed  with 
Hills  and  Vales  ;  and  the  Soil  is  no  lefs  various,  in  lome  Places  naturally  fer¬ 
tile,  made  fo  in  others  by  the  Labour  and  Skill  of  the  Hufbandmen  T  Yet 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  former  County,  are  fome  Heaths  and  Moors,  the 
Surface  of  which  being  pared  off  by  the  Inhabitants,  is  firft  dried,  then  burnt, 
and  the  Allies,  fometimes  mixed  with  Lime,  ploughed  in  the  Earth ;  which 
Method  of  Cultivation,  from  its  being  firft  pradtifed  here,  has  received  the 
Name  of  Devonfheering  or  Denlhering  3.  Upon  the  whole,  we  may  jufily 
Rile  it  a  rich  and  pleafant  Country ;  fince,  in  different  Parts,  it  abounds  in 
all  Sorts  of  Grain,  produces  Abundance  of  Fruit,  feeds  great  Numbers  of 
Cattle  and  Sheep,  has  Mines  of  Lead,  Iron,  and  Silver,  but  chiefly  of  Tin, 
in  which  formerly  it  excelled  Cornwall,  tho’  now  far  its  inferior,  becaufe, 
perhaps,  the  People  are  fallen  into  Methods  of  labouring  to  more  Advantage; 

w  It  is  now  a  proper  Seafon  for  this  Undertaking,  which  would  find  abundant  Employment  for 
all  the  fpare  Hands ;  and  thefe  Improvements,  once  made,  would  fupply  immenfe  Materials,  and 
give  thereby  frefh  Spirit  to  their  Manufactures. 

x  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.144.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  19.  Childrey’s  Bri¬ 
tannia  Baconica,  p.  28,  29.  Broome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.247. 

y  See  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  PI.  i.  viii.  ix. 

z  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  144.  Itifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i.  p.  4.  Speed’s  Theatre  of 
the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  19. 

a  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i.  part.  -ii.  p.  7.  Markham’s  Farewell  to  Hufbanbry,  p. 
25.  Gabriel  Reeve’s  Father’s  Legacy  to  his  Son,  for  the  Improvement  of  barren  and  wafte  Lands, 
p.  18.  Mortimer’s  Art  of  Hufbandry,  book  iv.  chap.  2.  p.  79.  But  in  Reality  this  was  the  Ro¬ 
man  Method,  and  is  admirably  deferibed  by  Virgil,  Georg,  lib.  i.  ver.  84.  &  feq. 
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-for,  as  we  have  eliewhere  fhewn,  Manufactures  thrive  here,  and  upon  the 
Coaft  alfo  they  have  the  Herring  and  Pilchard  Fifheries  L 

The  County  of  Devon  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Briftol  Channel, 
being  direCtly  oppofite  to  the  Coaft  of  South  Wales,  and  open  to  the  South - 
Eaft  Part  of  Ireland.  The  Shore,  proceeding  from  Somerfetfhire,  extends  at 
firft  in  a  Manner  due  Weft,  for  about  five  Leagues,  to  Mort  Bay  ;  then, 
turning  South,  the  Land  is  very  irregularly  indented,  fo  as  to  form  Barn- 
ftaple  Bay  and  Biddeford  Sound,  and  continues  that  Courfe  to  Porlidge ;  and 
turning  again  Weftward,  and  afterwards  advancing  North,  forms  that  Bay 
which  is  called  Porlidge  Mouth,  at  the  Extremity  of  which  lies  Hartland 
Point,  making  in  the  whole  fomething  more  than  twelve  Leagues  c.  The 
Country  on  this  Side  is  not  elleemed  the  moft  fertile  Part  of  Devonfhire,  but 
is  exceedingly  pleafant,  finely  interfperfed  with  lofty  Hills  and  verdant  Vallies, 
in  which  are  many  large  and  well-peopled  Villages.  It  is  thought  the  Sea 
in  paft  Ages  made  fome  confiderable  Encroachments,  a  Tree,  thirty  Feet 
high,  having  been  found  under  a  Hill  of  Sand  which  the  Inhabitants  had 
undermined,  for  the  fake  (as  is  cuftomary  with  them)  of  manuring  their 
Land,  till  it  fell  down  and  produced  this  unexpected  Difcovery  As  the  Si¬ 
tuation  is  very  favourable  for  Commerce,  fo  the  Means  of  maintaining  it,  as 
we  fhall  hereafter  fhew,  are  not  wanting ;  and  the  numerous  Bays  and  lefter 
Creeks  afford  all  the  Advantages  that  can  be  defired  for  Velfels  of  every  Size, 
.and  to  whatever  Purpofes  deftined.  But  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  very  few 
of  thefe,  fpeaking  comparatively,  are  at  prefen t  employed  as  they  might  be, 
or  as  they  probably  will  be  in  lucceeding  Times,  when  our  national  Councils 
ihall  be  fteadily  turned  to  cultivate  vigoroufly  the  Arts  of  Peace  e. 

The  firft  Port  on  this  Coaft  is  Ilfarcombe,  a  Place  of  very  great  Antiquity; 
being  called  in  the  Days  of  Edward  the  Confeftor  Alfrincombe  or  Ilfridcombe, 
that  is,  the  Vale  of  Alfrin.  Combe,  in  the  Weft  Country,  is  oppofed  to  Down 
or  Don,  which  implies  an  Eminence;  fo  that,  by  thefe  Additions,  the  Situation 
of  the  Place  is  declared  f.  It  is  a  commodious  Haven  from  its  natural  Advan¬ 
tages,  but,  for  its  greater  Security,  a  Pier  was  long  ago  built,  and  a  Light- 
houfe  eredted,  which  were  of  .much  Service.  But  thefe,  and  other  Convc- 

b  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Intinerary,  Part.  iii.  Booh  iii.  p.  137.  Speed's  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
fol.  19.  Robert's  Merchant’s  Map  of  Commerce,  p.  .289. 

c  Camdeni  Britannia,  p  149,  150.  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i  p.  78 — 131.  Atlas 
Maritimus  et  Cmmercialis,  p  14. 

d  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i.  p.  in.  where  he  obferves,  the  Lands  thus  covered  with. 
Sand  are  called  Burrows,  and  the  Place  where  the  Tree  was  found  Santon,  i.  e.  Sand  Town. 

e  Robert’s  Merchant’s  Map  of  Commerce,  p.  289.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  14. 

f  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  151.  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i.  p.  121.  Speed’s  Theatre, 
of  the  Britfh  Empire,  fol.  20. 
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niencies,  were  made  entirely  at  the  Expence  of  the  Owner  of  the  Soil  ;  and; 
indeed  mod:  of  thefe  Weftern  Ports  were  fupported  in  this  Manner.  As  for' 
Indance,  that  of  Watchett,  by  the  noble  Houfe  of  Wyndham  ;  that  of 
MLehead,  by  the  antient  Family  of  Luttrel ;  and  this,  of  which  we  are 
fpeaking,  by  the  Wreys,  or,  as  it  is  alfo  written,  Wray  g.  Ilfracombe  is  a 
Corporation  and  a  Borough,  tho’  it  does  not,  or  ever  did,  fend  Members  to^ 
Parliament ;  condds  chiefly  of  one  good  Street,  from  the  Church  to  the 
Sea-dde,  upwards  of  a  Mde  long,  and  is  a  neat,  well-built,  populous,  and 
thriving  Place,  which  is  principally  owing  to  its  Pofition,  handing  clofe  upon 
the  Sea,  fo  that  Ships  can  run  in  there  when  it  W’ould  be  dangerous  to  enter 
the  Mouth  of  the  T aw,  in  order  to  go  up  to  Biddeford  or  Barnftaple ;  and,  for 
this  Reaion,  feveral  of  the  Traders  in  the  lafl-mentioned  Town  do  a  great 
Part  of  their  Port  Bufinefs  here11.  In  our  own  Times  fome  Difputes  arifing 
about  the  fmall  cudomary  Dues  paid  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  it  was  found 
necedary  to  apply  to  the  Legiflature  for  fettling  thole  Duties,  that  were  now 
become  requifite  for  maintaining  and  improving  this  Haven  ;  which  w^as  ac¬ 
cordingly  done  by  Act  of  Parliament.  By  this  falutary  Law  they  are  very- 
prudently,  as  well  as  clearly  fettled,  and  made  payable  to  Sir  Bourchier  Wray,, 
his  Heirs  and  Adigns,  being  Lords  of  the  Manor  of  Ilfarcombe  :  And  it  is 
provided,  that  all  the  Money  railed  by  them,  or  recovered  for  Forfeitures 
given  by  the  Adt,  fhall  be  laid  out  in  repairing  and  fupporting  the  Piers,  . 
Quay,  Light-houfe,  Warp,  Warp-houfe,,  Boats,  and  Harbour  ;  fo  that  it  is 
not  only  in  a  very  good  Condition,  the  Quay  being  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
Feet  long,  but  a  fufficient.  Fund  is  edablifhed  for  its  conilant  Maintenance 
in  that  Condition  i« 

A  little  to  the  eaftward  of  this  Place  lies  Combe  Martin,  or,  according  to ! 
the  Cuftom  of  this  Country,  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  Martin’s  Combe ;  fo  • 
named  from  its  antient  Owners  the  Martins ;  which  at  prefent  has  only  a  Cove 
for  Boats,  but  is  very  capable  of  being  improved ;  yet  is  chiefly  remarkable 
for  a  Lead  Mine  difcovered  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Fird:,  and  out  of  the 
Contents  of  which  confiderable  Quantities  of  Silver  were  extracted  k ;  but  by 
degrees,  or  through  ill  Management,  it  was  in  no  very  long  Time  exhaufted. 
However,  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  it  was  again  wrought,  and  that 
to  larger  Profit  than  before.  In  fome  fhort  Space  after  this,  thro’  the  Civil- 
Wars,  thefe  Works  were  difcontinued,  but  revived  with  ftrong  Hopes  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  Sir  Bevis  Bulmer,  a  fkiilful  Engineer,  in  great 

g  Lambarde’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  438.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Trans¬ 
lation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Directory,  p.  147,  150,  157. 

h  Collier’s  Hiftorical  and  Geographical  Dictionary.  Brown  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  voh 
ii.  p.  245.  All  the  modern  Defcriptions  of  England. 

I  Stat.  4  Geo.  II.  cap.  19. 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  151.  Collier’s  Hiftorical  and  Geographical  Dictionary.  Sir  John  Pettus’s 
Fodinae  Regales. 
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Credit  with  that  Princefs  and  her  Minifters  b  Mr.  Bufhel,  who  valued  him- 
ielf  on  being  Servant  and  Pupil  to  the  famous  Lord  Bacon,  made  fome  Pro- 
pofils  for  recovering  it  a  fourth  Time,  a  little  before  the  Reftoration  :  And 
towards  the  Clofe  of  the  laft  Century,  it  was  actually  opened  with  mighty 
Expectations  m,  but  I  doubt  with  little  EffeCt,  becaufe  v/e  have  heard  no¬ 
thing  of  it  fince.  We  have,  in  a  former  Chapter,  given  a;i  Account  of  Bid- 
deford  and  Barnitaple  on  the  Rivers  Taw  and  Towridge 11  ;  and  are,  therefore, 
next  to  take  notice  of  Ciovelly,  which  is  afmall  Place,  dependant  as  a  Creek 
upon  the  lall-mentioned  Port.  It  has  a  Pier  fupported  by  the  antient  Family 
of  Cary,  to  whom  the  Place  belongs,  and  might  be  made  of  far  more  Con- 
Sequence  than  it  is,  with  fome  Expence0.  Hartland,  or  Hertey  Point,  is  a 
Promontory  running  about  three  Miles  into  the  Sea,  and  is  generally  agreed 
to  be  what  Ptolemy  called  Herculis  Promontorium  p,  or,  as  the  Seamen  of 
.our  Times  would  bile  it,  Cape  Hercules.  There  has  been  much  Difpute 
how  it  Ihould  come  by  this  Appellation.  An  antient  Writer  tells  us,  that  there 
was  a  Pharos  of  admirable  Workmanfhip  ere&ed  at  Corunna,  named  by  the 
Romans  Brigantium,  on  the  Coaif  of  Gallicia  in  Spain  q,  (ad  Speculum  Bri- 
tanniae)  for  the  Direction  of  Ships  bound  thither  from  Britain  :  It  may  be 
that  there  might,  in  very  early  Ages,  be  fomething  of  the  fame  Kind  here; 
and  either  dedicated  to  Hercules  as  the  Patron  of  Sailors,  or  honoured  with 
his  Name,  as  looking  towards  that  Place  where  his  Pillars  were  once  fuppofed 
to  hand. 

On  this  Promontory  there  is  a  Town  called  Herton,  which,  very  probably, 
is  a  Contraction  of  Hercules  Town,  where  it  is  practicable  to  make  a  conve¬ 
nient  Port;  and  a  Bill  for  this  Purpofe  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  the  Reign  of  Qjueen  Elizabeth,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it  palled  r. 
There  were  in  thofe  Days  leveral  eminent  Patriots  of  this  County,  who  had 
Seats  in  Parliament,  and  who  took  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  obtain  fome  public 
Encouragements  for  this  Part  of  the  Shire,  which  they  very  j ullly  thought 

1  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  i.  p.  125.  Heton’s  Account  of  Mines,  and  the  Advantages 
•of  them  to  this  Kingdom,  p.2,3.  Fuller’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.245. 

m  Bufhell’s  Abridgment  of  Lord  Bacon’s  Philofophical  Theory  in  Mineral  Profecutio.is,  40. 
1659.  Heton’s  Account  of  Mines,  p.  2,  3.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s 
Britannia. 

n  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  148. 

0  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  vol.  ii.  p.  308.  Speed’s  Survey  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  20. 
Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  384. 

p  Claudii  Ptokemei  Geographia,  lib.  ii.  cap  3.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  150.  Baxteri  Gloflarium 
Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  145. 

q  Pauli  Orolii  adverfus  Paganos  Hiflor.  lib.  i.  p.  17.  Les  Delices  de  l’Efpagne,  p.  126.  This 
Pharos,  by  fome  Authors,  is  laid  to  have  been  erected  by  Hercules ;  and  being  Piled  in  Latin  Co- 
lumna,  was,  in  fucceeding  Times,  corrupted  into  Corunna ;  and,  being  yet  more  corrupted  by  our 
Englifh  Sailors,  is  called,  at  this  Day,  The  Groin. 

r  Sir  Simonds  Dewes’s  Journal  of  the  Parliaments  during  the -Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  p.132. 
Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 
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capable  of  great  Improvement,  as  producing  excellent  Hemp  about  Combe: 
Martin  and  the  Sea  Coaft,  the  Manufacture  of  which  might  have  been  of- 
great  Utility ;  rich  Mines,  for  the  working  of  which  with  lefs  Expence  it  was 
propofed  to  employ  Perfons  condemned  for  capital  Offences ;  and  the  Herring 
and  Pilchard  Fifheries,  for  which  their  Ports  either  were,  or  could  have  been,, 
rendered  extremely  convenient s.  But  it  is  not  evident  that  their  Endeavours 
met  with  any  great  Succefs ;  which,  however,  is  no  Reafonwhy  they  fhould 
not  be  remembered  with  Honour,  or  that  thefe  Bounties,  bellowed  by  Pro¬ 
vidence,  fhould  not  be  kept  ftill  in  View ;  in  order  that  they  may,  at  a  pro— 
per  Seafon,  be  further  turned  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Inhabitants  than  they  have 
hitherto  been.  A  Matter  of  infinite  Conlequence  to  the  Nation,  in  this  and 
every  County,  fince  the  finding  new  Commodities  of  great  Value,  .is  not  of 
fuperior  Advantage  to  the  Difcovery  of  Means  to  improve  thofe  we  have  f, 
and  therefore  in  common  Prudence,  as  well  as  from  a  Principle  of  public 
Spirit,  we  fhould  be  alike  afliduous  in  refpeCl  to  both,. 

The  Land  declining,  when  we  leave  the  Coafts  of  Devonfhire,  to  the? 
South-Weft,  thefirfi:  Place  we  meet  with  on  the  Cornifh  Shore  is  Bude  Ha¬ 
ven,  in  all  the  old  Maps  called  Beed’s  Haven;  now  not  fo  much  as  a  Creek* 
in  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Account,  and  barely  fo  in  the  Conception  of  the  common  -' 
People,  who  fometimes  fhelter  their  Boats  there  u.  It  was  in  Ages  pail,  no 
doubt,  a  much  more  ufeful  Place;  but,  as  in  many  other  Parts  of  Cornwall; 
the  Sea  has  encroached  upon  the  Land,  fo  here  that  Element  has  been  driven  - 
■out,  as  appears  plainly  from  the  marfhy  Grounds,  through  which  the  River-’ 
Bude  runs,  below  Whalefborough ;  which  Marfh  was  evidently  the  old  Ha¬ 
ven  vv.  It  might  not  perhaps  be  found  a  Thing  impracticable,  by  cutting  a 
Canal  from  the  Tamar  to  the  Place  lad-mentioned,  to  bring  fuch  a  Body  of 
Water  into  this  diminifhed  River,  as  would  once  more  effectually  fcour  this 
Haven,  which  muff;  prove  of  inexpreffible  Importance  to  the  County,  tho*  the 
gaining  it  fhould  be  attended  with  large  Expence  x.  For  this  being  once  done, 
the  little  River  Attery,  and  the  Brooks  which  fall  into  it,  upon  which  Laun-- 

3  Sir  William  Courtney,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Serjeant  Heal, , 
Mr.  Champernoun,  Mr.  Martin,  and  feveral  others. 

1  We  fhould  have  a  moll  convincing,  tho’,  at  the  fame  time,  a  moft  mortifying  Proof  of  this,  if 
we  could  entirely  rely  on  what  Mr.  Bufhcll  fct  forth,  in  a  Remonftrance  to  the  Long  Parliament, . 
after  the  Death  of  Oliver,  that  from  the  Conqueft  to  that  Time,  lefs  than  fix  hundred  Years,  we 
had  exported,  as  appeared  by  Records,  feventy  Millions  of  Tons'of  Lead,  out  of  which  might  have- 
been  extracted  Silver  to  the  Value  of  live  Pounds  per  Ton,  and  had  thereby  loft  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Millions  fterling. 

u  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  133.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britfh  Empire,  fol.  21.  Carew’s  Survey, 
of  Cornwall,  fol.  t  1 8 .  b. 

w  This  very  probably  might,  in  a  preceding  Age,  be  confidered  as  an  Improvement ;  for 
there  were  Times  when  Inning  of  Land,  that  is,  gaining  a  Maiftr  at  the  Expence  of  a  Port,  was  fo 
efteemed. 

x  The  Cut  propofed,  if  the  Situation  will  allow  it,  would  not  exceed  three  Miles,  and  before  the 
Canal  was  begun,  all  the  necellary  Works  at  the  Sea-Side  might  be  previoufly-finilhed. 

2  ceffon 
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Ceftonis  feated,  being  alfo  made  navigable  to  the  Tamar,  which  furely  is  very 
pofftble,  that  Capital  of  the  County,  which  even  now  is  a  fpacious  and  popu¬ 
lous,  tho’  an  inland  Place,  would  have  a  diredt  and  commodious  Correfpond- 
ence  both  with  the  North  and  South  Seas,  or  in  other  Words  with  the  Briftol 
and  Britifh  Channels  ;  whereas,  at  prefent,  it  has  no  Communication  with 
either.  Bofcaftle,  corruptly  for  Botreaux  Caftle,  is  the  next  Creek,  and  of 
no  greater  Significance  than  the  former I.  We  may  fay  the  fame  of  Porti- 
fick,  the  Creek  that  runs  up  to  Carantack,  and  feveral  others  ;  none  of  which 
ferve  for  any  thing  more  confiderable  than  Fifhing  Boats ;  owing  all  to  the 
fame  Caufes,  the  Sands  filling  them  up,  and  the  Soil  ehoaking  the  Rills  that 
run  into  them,  fo  that  they  are  gradually  (tho5  not  irreparably)  diminiflied  in 
Size  and  Strength  z.  But  as  thefe  were  all  once  naturally  better,  fo  by  the 
Aftiftance  of  Art,  and  with  a  moderate  Charge,  there  is  furely  fcarce  any  of 
them  that  may  not  be  made  Harbours  again.- 

4 

St.  Ives,  or  rather  St.  Ies,  fometimes  written  St.  Ithes,  upon  a  Bay  of  the- 
fame  Name,  is  in  reality  the  firft  Port  now  in  any  Efteem  that  we  meet 
with  ;  and  this  not  very  remarkable,  tho’  heretofore  it  was  a  Place  of  great 
Note.  It  has  a  few  fmall  Veflels*.  and  fubfifts  chiefly  by  the  Coaft  Trade 
and  Pilchard  Fifherya.  Palling  round  by  the  Land’s  End,  we  come  next  to 
Mount’s  Bay,  on  which  is  feated  the  Town  of  Penzance,  populous,  and  indif¬ 
ferently  well-built,  having  fome  Ships  and  a  little  Share  of  Trade;  and,  as  it 
very  eafily  may,  in  Procefs  of  Time  probably  will,  be  rendered,  in  many 
refpedts,  of  much  greater  Con fequence  than  it  is  As  to  Helfton,  Hellford, 
Falmouth,  Fowey,  Eaft  and  Weft;  Loo*  and  Saltalh,  as  they  lie  all  either 
immediately  upon  navigable  Rivers,  or  on  fome  of  the  Creeks  made  by 
them ;  they  belonged  to  the  former  Chapter,  in  which  the  moft  conlider- 
able  have  been  defcribedc.  What  we  have  therefore  to  fay  is  no  more,  than 
that  as  Things  are  circumftanced  at  this  Juncture,  Cornwall  is  not  altogether 
without  Havens  on  either  Side;  and  when  her  foreign  Commerce  and  do- 
meftic  Trade  {hall  increale,  is,  in  that  Circumftance*,  capable  of  receiving 
many  Improvements.  I  ought  perhaps  in  Prudence  to  ftop  here,  and  leave 
all  farther  Difcuftions  to  thofe  who  have  a  nearer  Connexion  with,  and  a. 
better  Knowlege  of,  this  County  But  I  cannot  forbear  adding,  that  tho’  no 

y  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ill.  fol.  95.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  14 1.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Empire,  fol.  21. 

z  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  96.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  141.  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall, 
fol.  120.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilli  Empire,  fol.  21.  John  Norden’s  Topographical  and  Hif* 
torical  Defcription  of  Cornwall,  p.  74,  77. 

a  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  7.  Dr.  Boardes’s  Peregrinations,  under  the  Title  of  Havens. 
Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  140.  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol.  154.  Norden’s  Topographical  and 
Hiftorical  Defciptionof  Cornwall,  p.  36,  37. 

b  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  fol.  119.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  137.  Carew’s  Survey  of  Corn¬ 
wall,  fol.  156. 

c  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  148,  149. 
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Country  in  the  World  Hands  more  in  need  of  Water-Carriage  than  this,  fines 
the  Succefs  of  their  Mines,  their  Manufactures,  and  their  Tillage,  equally 
depend  upon  it,  .and  Land-Carriage,  by  reafon  of  their  rough  Roads,  is  bur¬ 
den  fome,  or  to  fpeak  out,  oppreftive ;  tho’  Nature  has  here  done  as  much  or 
more  than  almoft  any-where  elfe,  towards  facilitating  every  Kind  of  Com¬ 
munication  by  Water;  and,  which  ought  to  weigh  with  the  prefen t  Age, 
tho’  no  Province  of  this  Illand  would  make  more  ample  or  more  quick  Re¬ 
turns  for  what  might  be  laid  out,  yet  fo  it  is,  and  I  can  call  a  Cloud  of  Wit- 
neiTes  to  prove  it  d,  this  has  been  hitherto  overlooked.  The  Sea  in  fome 
Places  fullered,  not  violently  but  gradually,  to  walla  away,  in  others  to  choak 
up  and  render  ufelefs,  Creek  after  Creek  ;  at  the  fame  Time  that  their  Ri¬ 
vers,  by  their  very  Polition  inviting  Improvements,  follicit  them  in  vain ; 
while  thefe  Nations  frequently  raife  and  expend  immenfe  Sums  to  procure 
doubtful  Advantages,  and  promote  fpecious  Views,  often  precarious,  and 
fometimes  at  an  amazing  Distance. 

This  County,  or,  with  more  Propriety,  this  noble  Duchy,  which  makes  the 
South-Weft  Extremity  of  Britain,  deferves,  for  many  weighty  Reafons,  great 
Attention.  It  is,  like  Spain,  a  Peninlula,  furrounded  on  all  Sides  by  the  Sea, 
except  on  the  Eaft,  where  it  is  bounded  by  Devonshire,  from  which  it  is  divid¬ 
ed  by  the  River  Tamar,  a  broad  and  beautiful  Stream,  the  Outfall  of  which 
affords  various  Harbours  and  Creeks  to  both  Counties  e.  In  Point  of  fiize, 
Cornwall,  tho’  it  has  been  certainly  diminifhed,  notwithftanding  the  Silence 
of  Hiftory,  either  by  the  fubliding  of  the  Land,  or  Encroachments  of  the  Sea, 
and  perhaps  by  both  f,  is,  as  any  one  may  colled!  from  the  moft  accurate  Maps, 
ftill  conliderably  larger  than  our  Accounts  commonly  make  it,  and,  in  my 
Opinion,  muft  in  that  refpedt  be  at  leaft  equal  to  the  .Duchy  of  Parma,  and 
but  little,  if  at  all,  infeiior  to  the  Illand  of  Majorca  s.  Some  have  thought 
the  Shape  of  this  County  to  refemble  that  of  the  whole  Illand  of  Britain,  the 
Eaft  and  broadeft  Side  being  accounted  the  Bafe,  and  the  Land’s  End  repre- 
fenting  the  Northern  Extremity  of  our  Illand ;  and  if  we  view  it  in  this  Light, 

d  Stat.  23  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  8.  Leland's  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  119.  et  feq.  Carew’s  Survey  of 
Cornwall,  fol.  27,  154,  157  Nordcn’s  Topographical  and  Hiltorical  Defcription  of  Cornwall,  p. 
36,  37,  41,  42,  68,  75.  Philofophical  Tranladtions  of  the  Royal  Society,  vol.  x.  nd.  cxiii.  p. 
293.  where  Dr,  Daniel  Cox  affirms,  the  Land-carriage  of  Sea-fand,  ufedas  Manure  for  Land  in  this 
County,  was  then  computed  at  thirty  two  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum. 

e  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  368.  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall, 
fol.  98,  99.  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devonffiire. 

f  The  confhnt  Tradition  in  this  Country  is,  that  there  ■was  formerly  a  TraCI  of  Land  called  the 
Lionefs,  extending  towards  the  Scilly  Illands,  now  either  funk  into,  or  fwallowed  up  -by  the  Sea. 
Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  136.  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol.  3.  Fuller’s  Worthies,  p.  214.  The 
learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Borlafe’s  two  Difcourfes  in  the  Philofophical  Tran  factions,  vol.  xlviii.  p. 
55,  67.  See  alfo  his  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  Ifles  of  Scilly,  p  94,  95,  96.  This  Tradi¬ 
tion  feems  to  receive  fome  Countenance  from  the  Paffage  hereafter  cited  from  Diodorus  Siculus, 
who,  in  all  Probability,  drew  his  Lights  from  very  ancient  Writers. 

S  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  PI.  viii  ix.  The  Maps  of  Cornwall,  if  the  Longitude  be 
iruly  laid  down,  make  it  too  ffiori  by  the  -Scale  of  Miles. 

the 
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ffe  Coaft,  in  proportion  of  its  Size,  is  as  much  if  not  more  indented  L  It  is 
from  hence,  as  we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  it  enjoys  mod;  of  the  Advantages, 
and  is  fubjedt  likewife  to  fome  of  the  Inconveniencies,  of  an  infular  Situation ; 
is  of  great  Confequence  in  regard  to  the  Variety  and  Value  of  its  Products, 
and  very  capable  of  being  rendered  of  much  greater  Confequence,  if,  as  we 
have  before  fuggefted,  it  was  favoured  by  the  Public  with  a  moderate  Degree 
of  Attention,  tome  Affiflance,  and  a  few  neceflary  Indulgencies,  which  it 
would  certainly,  fpeediiy,  and  very  largely  repay. 

The  Climate  of  Cornwall,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  is  remarkably" 
mild,  fubjedt  however  to  wet  Seafons,  and  often  disturbed  with  high  Winds, 
which  neverthelefs  purge  the  Air,  and  render  it  extremely  healthy  h  The 
middle  Part  of  the  County  is  high  and  rough,  which  is  apt  to  give  Travellers 
a  worfe  Opinion  of  the  whole  than  it  deferves,  for  the  low  Lands  towards 
the  Sea,  or  at  leaf  the  greateft  Part  of  them,  are  equally  pleafant  and  fertile. 
As  it  lies  at  fo  great  a  Diftance  from  the  Capital,  it  was  late  before  Improve¬ 
ments  were  made  here;  and,  from  a  Variety  of  Caufes,  thofe  Improvements- 
were  at  firlf  rather  languid  than  vigorous,  butfince  they  have  been  profecuted 
with  Spirit,  they  have  produced,  and  are  daily  producing,  very  fignal  and 
furprizing  Changes.  Grain  of  all  Sorts  comes  to  full  Maturity ;  and  they 
have  one,  which  is  the  Pillas,  or  naked  Oat,  that  is  in  a  manner  peculiar  to 
this  County  k.  All  the  different  Kinds  of  Fruit  are  raifed,  and  railed  in  high 
Perfection.  Their  Sheep,  which  were  formerly  cloathed  only  with  Hair  q 
bear  now,  as  they  have  proper  Care  taken  of  them,  as  good  Wool  as  any" 
other  Sheep;  their  Horfes  are  fmall  but  ftrong ;  and  their  Breed  of  black 
Cattle  grow  larger,  which  is  an  EffeCt  of  their  Commons  being  many  of  them 
inclofed  ;•  and  yet  the  moft  intelligent  Inhabitants  are  exceedingly  fenlible, 
that  tho’,  by  introducing  new  Methods  of  Oeconomy,-  their  Country  is  in  a 
far  better  Condition  than  it  anciently  was,  it  may,  by  further  Application,, 
and  the  Help  of  new  Lights,  be  ftill  improved  much  beyond  what  it  is. 

The  Tin  Mines  in  Cornwall  were,  in  all  Probability,  wrought  before  the 
Romans  came  into  this  Illand  m ;  and  tho’  fome  learned  Men  have  inclined  to 

h  The  Port  of  Falmouth,  taking  the  indented  Line  of  Coad  thro’  all  the  Creeks,  is  thought  to 
xneafure  as  much  as  from  Falmouth  to  London,  which  is  two  hundred  and  twenty  Miles. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  135.  Care w’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol.  5.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Ba- 
conica,  p.  3,  4. 

k  Mortimer’s  Art  of  Hufbandry,  vol.  i.  p.  136.  This,  which  the  common  People  call  Pill-Corn, 
is  excellent  for  fattening  of  Animals  ;  and,  in  Point  of  Price,  little  inferior  to  Wheat. 

1  It  was  common  to  call  their  Fleece  Cornifh  Hair  :  So  that  from  hence  may  fee,  Care  and  Skill 
are  as  eflential  as  Climate. 

m  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hid.  lib.  v.  p.  209.  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  147,  175,  176. 
Pomp.  Melae  de  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  6.  To  thefe  we  may  add  the  Authority  of  Timaeus,  as  cited 
by  Pliny.  Itfeems  therefore,  in  fome  meafure,  certain,  that  it  was  the  Riches  drawn  from  the  Tin 
Mines  which  gave  the  Romans  the  firfl  Notice  of  Britain,  and  it  would  have  been  drange,  if,  when 
Maders  of  the  Ide,  this  drould  be  the  lad  Corner  vidted,  dranger  dill,  if  not  vifued  at  all. 

doubt 
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doubt  whether  that  celebrated  People  extended  their  Conquefts  hither,  yet  of 
late,  the  frequent  Difcoveries  of  great  Quantities  of  their  Coin,  Urns,  and 
other  Remains,  feem  to  have  put  this  out  of  all  Queftion  n.  Thefe  Mines  have 
been  ever  fince  wrought,  as  they  hill  are,  with  great  Advantage.  Since  the 
Beginning  of  the  prefent  Century,  a  Thing  forefeen  by  John  Norden,  and 
which  James  the  Firft  might  have  anticipated,  if  he  had  taken  that  inquifitive 
and  indefatigable  Man’s  Advice0,  their  Copper  Mines  are  become  of  an  equal 
.Value.  Belide  thefe  they  have  Lead  Mines  rich  in  Silver  ;  and  no  contemp¬ 
tible  Parcels  of  Gold  are  fometimes  found  amongft  their  Tin ;  to  which  we 
may  add  almoft  all  Kinds  of  Semi-metals ;  Variety  of  beautiful  Stones  that 
refemble  Gems;  and  an  innumerable  Diverlity  of  Slates,  Clays,  Earths,  &cc, 
highly  worthy  of  Note,  and  which  are  capable  of  being  applied  to  many 
Ufesp.  The  Manufactures  of  Leather  and  of  Wool  are,  within  thefe  few 
Years,  become  very  confpicuous  and  profitable ;  to  which  we  may  join  the  Pil¬ 
chard  and  other  Filheries,  of  Cod,  Hake,  Lyng,  Salmon,  Herring,  _&c.  which 
are  alfo  Articles  of  Confequence  q.  There  is  no  relying  entirely  even  .upon 
the  mofl  judicious  Calculations,  otherwise  I  think  I  fhould  depend  upon  a 
Computation  that  has  been  made  of  the  Produces  of  Cornwall,  asooming  in 
the  whole  to  about  half  a  Million  per  Annum.  Three -fifths  of  this  are  lup- 
pofed  to  arife  from  their  Tin  and  Copper  Mines ;  another  from  the  reft  of 
their  Mines  and  native  Commodities ;  and  the  remaining  fifth  is  held  to  b.e 
about  the  Value  of  their  Manufadur.es  and  Filheries  r.e 


n  CamdenrBritannia,  p.  138.  where  he  makes  the  Uzella  of  Ptolemy,  Loftwithiel;  as  he  had  be- 
dFore  made  the  Voluba  of  the  fame  Writer  Volemouth  i.  e.  Falmouth.  Baxter  (p.  254.)  makes 
Voliba  or  Voluba,  Grampound  ;  and  Uxella,  fo  he  writes  it  (p.  2.57.)  Saltafh,  the  true  Name  of 
which  is  Efte,  and,  from  its  Situation  near  the  Sea,  Salt-efle,  vulgarly  Saltafh.  See  Dr.  William’s 
Account  of  Roman  Antiquities  found  in  Cornwall,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions;  vol.  xli.  n°, 
cccclviii.  p.  465— 484. 

0  At  the  Clofe  of  his  Defcription  of  this  Country  addrefted  to  that  Monarch,  he  fubjoins  aPoftfcript 
touching  his  Majefty’s  Minerals  in  Cornwall,  in  which  he  informs  him  of  what  has  been  found  fince 
exadfly  true,  and  of  which  he  might  then  have  availed  himfelf,  which  is  one  Iufhnce  out  of  many 
.of  the  Folly  of  poftponing. 

p  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  134.  Fynes  Morylbn’s  Itinerary,  Tart  iii.  Book  iii.  chap.  3.  p.  136. 
...Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol.  6 — 19.  Norden’s  ;  opographical  and  Hiftorical  Defcription  of  Corn¬ 
wall,  p.  11  —  r8.  Woodward’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Englifti  Foflils,  vol.  i  p.  5.  where  he  aflerts, 
that  the  Tin  found  in  this  one  County  of  Cornwall,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  Excellency  of  it,  is  fupo 
rior  in  Quantity  to  all  that  is  got  in  the  whole  World  btfides.  Of  this,  from  his  confnmmate  Know- 
lege  in  thefe  Matters,  .as  well  as  from  his  extennve  Correfpondence  in  relation  to  them,  he  may  be 
efteemed  to  have  been  a  competent  Judge. 

s  Carew’s  Survey  of  Coin  wail,  fol.  28 - 33.  Norden’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Defcrip¬ 
tion  of  Cornwall,  p.  22  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  16 - 20,  2 6.  Houghton’s  Collec¬ 

tion  for  the-  improving  Hufbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  iii.  307,  328.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commec- 
cialis,  p.  104. 

r  Norden  in  his  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Defcription  of  Cornwall,  p.  14.  tells  us,  the  Tin 
Mines  in  his  Time  (James  I.)  produced  between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum,  at  be¬ 
tween  tw'enty  and  thirty  Pounds  the  thoufand  In  1692  thev  produced  feventy  thoufand  Pounds,  at 
rwenty-five  Pounds  a  thoufltnd.  It  would  be  no  difficult"Matter  both  to  increafe  the  Quantity  and 
=£0ife  the  Price,  which  is  now,  however,  upwards  of  thirty  Pounds  a  thoufand. 

As- 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  345 

As  great  a  Sum  as  this  may  appear,  I  conceive  it  to  be  rather  below  the 
real  Income,  and  that;  in  a  very  few  Years,  the  annual  Produce  of  this  very 
rich  and  yet  very  improveable  County,  might  be  at  leafl  doubled,  by  a  few 
ealy,  and  none  of  them  very  expenfive,  Eftabliffiments :  Such  as  the  ere&ing 
an  Office  of  Affay  in  each  of  the  Coinage  Towns,  viz.  Lelkard,  Loftwithiel, 
Truro,  Helfton,  and  Penzance,  or  in  more  Places  if  it  ffiould  be  found  con¬ 
venient,  where  the  Worth  of  their  Ores  might  be  fettled  with  Certainty, 
and  their  Values  certified  by  Authority  3 :  By  the  founding  a  School,  and  en¬ 
dowing  a  fingle  College,  for  educating  Youth  in  Mechanics  and  Metallurgy, 
and  giving  a  comfortable  Maintenance  to  a  few  Perfons  capable  of  teaching 
thefe  Branches  of  Knowlege,  or  who  may  diftinguiffi  themfelves  by  new  In¬ 
ventions  in  regard  to  Machines,  or  for  Difcoveries  in  refpeCt  to  Minerals  and 
Metals t:  By  putting  the  Exportation  of  Tin  under  a  proper  Regulation,  or 
encouraging  the  manufacturing  of  it  here,  which  might  be  done  with  vafi  Ad¬ 
vantage  both  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Cornwall  and  to  the  Nation  in  general  u  ; 
By  allowing  Coals  to  be  imported  from  Wales  Duty  free,  or  under  a  fmall 
Duty ;  which  would  enable  the  People  in  this  Country  to  melt  their  own  Cop¬ 
per,  as  well  as  Tin,  and  to  make  other  Improvements  from  which  they  are 
now  precluded  :  If  this  ffiould  be  objected  to  as  injurious  to  the  Revenue, 
let  it  be  confidered,  whether  fome  hundred  Acres,  in  proper  Parts  of  the 
Country,  might  not  be  affigned  out  of  the  Dutchy  Lands,  for  maintaining 
Wood  for  this  Service  only,  the  Profits  of  which  Woods  would  defray  the 
Expence  of  the  two  former  Eftabliffiments.  It  may  be  objected  the  Soil  or 
the  Air  of  Cornwall  is  unfriendly  to  Timber  to  which  I  reply,  it  may  be 
ffiewn  from  Record  that  it  was  disforefted  by  King  John  w  j  and  there  is  no 
Fear  that  Trees  will  grow,  if  thofe  who  are  to  be  paid  their  Salaries  out  of 
their  Produce  are  appointed  Overfeers  of  thefe  Woods.  This  would  un- 
queftionably  encourage  and  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the  People  of  Cornwall 
to  ereCt  Salt-Works  alfo,  which  would  be  very  beneficial  to  their  Fi(heriesx  ^ 
and  turn  many  of  their  Minerals  to  vaft  Profit,  which  are  now  ufelefs,  or  if 
any  thing  be  drawn  from  them,  it  goes  into  the  Pockets  of  Foreigners.  I 


1  This  is  fo  natural  and  fo  very  plain  and  obvious  a  Benefit,  that  we  need  not  wonder  it  was  long 
fince  pointed  out,  but  rather,  that  it  has  not  yet  been  carried  into  Execution. 

1  We  are  told  by  Mr.  Bufhell,  that  he  was  injoined  by  his  Matter  Lord  Bacon,  in  cafe  he  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  InftruCtions  he  gave  him,  to  ereCf  and  endow  fuch  a  College ;  and  this,  he  fays,  he 
fully  intended,  and  to  have  placed  it  in  the  City  of  Wells  at  the  Foot  of  Mendip  Hills,  thofe  great 
Magazines  of  Metals,  in  Somerfetfhire. 

u  This  has  been  often  propofed,  and,  if  I  am  not  mifinformed,  was  fome  Years  ago  maturely  con¬ 
fidered,  and  not  rejected  on  the  Merits,  but  difconcerted  by  a  melancholy  Event. 

w  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  142.  Bifhop  Gibfon,  in  his  curfory  Annotations  on  the  Englifh  Tranf- 
lation,  informs  us,  that  the  FaCt  is  unquefiionable,  and  that  the  Inffrument  is  dated  March  22,  in 
the  Fifth  Year  of  King  John,  beginning,  Johannes  Dei  Gratia,  &c.  and  reciting,  Sciatis  nos  de- 
foreftaffe  totarn  Cornubiam,  &c. 

x  Hinted  firft  by  Mr.  John  Collins  in  his  Difcourfe  on  Salt,  and  would  be  productive  of  many  Ad¬ 
vantages,  and  fince  allowed  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Brownrigg  to  be  very  practicable,  even  by  the 
Heat  of  the  Sun. 


Vol.  L 
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muft  beg  leave  to  add  to  thefe  what  I  believe  was  never  before  fuggefted,  that 
tho’  there  is  no  great  Hopes  of  having,  with  the  utmoft  Care,  any  rich 
Wines  from  Cornwall,  yet  it  is  far  from  being  improbable  that  the  Juice  of 
their  Grapes  might  be  employed  in  turning  their  own  Copper  to  Verdigris 
with  very  great  Profit  y*  In  this,  as  well  as  in  fome  other  Cafes,  we  are  apt 
to  under-rate  our  own  Productions,  and  having  once  found  them  not  fo  good 
as  we  previoufly  expeded  they  fhould  be,  very  prepofteroufly  conclude  from 
thence  they  cannot  be  good  for  any  thing  7. 

As  we  paffed  from  the  North  Side  of  Devonshire  to  the  Coaft  of  Cornwall,, 
fo  now  we  proceed  from  thence  to  the  fouthern  Coaft  of  the  County  of  Devon.. 
From  the  Mouth  of  Plymouth  Harbour  to  the  Start  Point,  there  are  feveral 
Inlets  or  Creeks,  which  with  fome  Coft  and  Care  might  be  rendered  advan¬ 
tageous,  that  at  prefent  ferve  only  for  Fifhing  Boats.  Amongft  thefe  there 
are  two  that  were  formerly  reputed  Ports  of  fome  Note.  The  firft  is  that: 
of  Armouth,  which  however  was  always  dangerous  on  Account  of  Rocks  at 
the  Entrance,  into  which  Philip  King  of  Caftile  was  driven  in  the  Reign  of 
Flenry  the  Seventh3.  The  other  is  Salcombe,  that  is  the  Salt  Vale,  now  fo 
choaked  up  as  to  be  in  a  manner  ufelefs  b.  Between  the  Start  and  Combe’s 
Point  there  is  a  deep  and  fpacious  Bay.  A  little  beyond  this  lies  the  Harbour  of 
Dartmouth.  The  Coaft,  winding  from  thence  to  the  North-Eaft,  fhoots  out 
into  a  Promontory  called  Berry  Point,  which  makes  one  Side  of  Torbay,, 
where  there  is  a  good  Road,  but,  except  the  Creek  of  Brixham,  no  Port 
Beyond  this  lies  Tingmouth,  a  Creek  of  no  great  Significance  except  in  the 
French  Hiftories,  where  it  is  defcribedas  a  great  Port,  and  a  few  Fifhing  Barks 
that  were  burnt  there  in  1690  are  converted  into  Frigates  and  Men  of  War.. 
This  Accident  proved  an  Advantage  to  the  Place,  which  was  fpeedily  rebuilt  by 
the  Money  arifing  from  a  Brief  d. 

In  the  former  Chapter  we  have  fpoken  of  Exeter,  and  fome  of  the  Creeks 
dependant  upon  it,  lying  on  the  River  Ex.  To  thefe  we  muft  add  Sidmouth,. 
which  was  anciently  a  Port,  at  prefent  a  Creek,  to  which  belong  the  mod. 

y  Piganiol  de  la  Force  Defcription  de  la  France,  tom  iV.  p.  60.  Di&ionnaire  Urtiverfelle  de  Com¬ 
merce,  tom.  iv.  col.  1178. 

z  Dr.  John  Beale’s  Nurferies,  Orchards,  profitable  Gardens,  and  Vineyards  encouraged,  London, 

1 677,  40.  p.  21. 

*  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  25',  30.  Polyd.  Virgil.  Anglic.  Hill.  lib.  xxvi.  Bacon’s  Works,, 
vol.  ii.  p.  349.  This  Event  happened  A.  D.  1505. 

b  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  30.  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devon,  vol.  ii.  p.  225.  Additions  to 
Camden’s  Britannia. 

c  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  31.  The  Dutch  Fleet  rode  here,  A.  D.  1688. 

d  M.  de  Qukicey  Hiftoire  Militaire  de  Louis  XIV.  tom.  ii.  p.  330.  Hiftoire  de  Milice  Francis, 
tom.  ii.  p.  491.  P.  Daniel  Hiftoire  de  France,  tom.  x.  p.  155. 

and 
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and  the  bed  Fifhing  VefTels  on  this  Side  of  Devonfhire e.  Seaton  is  yet  lefs 
.confiderable,  tho’  edeemed  by  Camden  and  the  abled  of  our  Antiquaries  to 
be  the  Moridunum  of  the  Antients f.  Baxter  indeed  is  inclined  to  bedow 
that  Honour  upon  Topfliam,  drawn  thereto  perhaps  by  contemplating  the 
prefent  State  of  both  Places  g.  But  without  all  Doubt  Seaton  was  once  a  very 
capacious  Port,  fince  the  Danes  entered  it  with  a  very  powerful  Navy,  and 
landed  from  thence  a  numerous  Army,  which  were  foon  after  totally  routed 
by  the  Saxon  Monarch  Atheldan ;  and  no  fewer  than  feven  of  their  Princes, 
whom  our  old  Hidorians  honour  with  the  Title  of  Kings,  were  flain  in  this 
Fight,  and  buried  at  Axminderh.  The  Truth  feems  to  be,  that  the  Port  is 
overwhelmed  by  the  Ruins  of  the  old  Town,  undermined  by  the  Sea.  The 
Inhabitants  of  the  two  Villages-,  Bear  and  Seaton,  druggled  hard  to  recover  it, 
at  lead  in  fome  Degree ;  and  when  they  found  this  furpaifed  the  Strength 
of  their  Purfes,  they  applied  for  and  obtained  a  Brief,  which  however  did  not 
bring  in  a  Sum  diffident  to  enable  them  to  compafs  their  Defign  h  Thefe 
are  Circumdances  fome  of  our  mod:  judicious  Writers  have  preferved,  and 
that  ought  not  to  be  buried  in  Oblivion.  The  Commerce  driven  from  the 
great  Ports  of  Plymouth,'  Dartmouth,  and  Exeter,  occadons  no  Doubt  the 
lefs  Attention  to  be  paid  to  Places  that  would  be  thought  of  great  Confequence 
in  other  Countries ;  and  fome  of  them  might,  without  Quedion,  be  render- 
ed  fo  in  this ;  the  Produce  of  which  opulent  Province,  if  thefe  Ports  were  all 
open,  is  very  able  to  fupport  them  k. 

The  Land  along  the  South  Coad  is  rich,  well  managed,  and  fo  beautifully 
planted,  that  it  has  obtained,  as  it  well  deferves,  the  Title  of  the  Garden  of 
Devonfhire.  A  Country  fruitful  in  itfelf,  much  improved,  and  continually 
improving.  The  Southams,  which  lie  between  Torbay  and  Exmouth,  are 
particularly  famous  for  a  mod:  vinous  and  drong- bodied  Cyder,  that  fells  upon 
the  Spot  for  as  much  as  mod  foreign  Wines  >.  To  the  various  Manufactures  of 
Wool,  and  to  the  mod  valuable  Manufacture  of  Flax,  and  that  of  Lace,  for- 

'Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  fol.  42.  Speaking  of  Ottermouth,  Budely,  or  Salterne  Haven,  which 
lies  a  little  to  the  South  of  this,  he  fays,  that  within  lefs  than  an  hundred  Years  it  had  been  well 
frequented  by  Ships,  but  then  it  was  clean  gone. 

*  Britannia,  p.  149.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  836. 

g  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  180.  He  fuppofes  Moridunum  to  ex- 
prefs  the  Britifh.  Appellation,  Mor  iu  dun,  i.  e.  Magnae  Maris  Oppidum,  which  anfwers  exactly  to 
Seaton. 

h  Chronicon  Saxon,  p.  112.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ili.  fol.  43.  Rifdon’s  Survey  of  Devon, 
vol.  ii.  p.  59.  This  Battle  was  fought  A.  D.  938.  upon  Brunefdown  hard-by. 

i  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  42.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  59.  RiCdon’s  Survey 
of  Devon,  vol.  ii.  p.  59. 

k  This  appears  manifeftly  from  the  very  Iaft  Inftance,  both  Seaton  and  Bear  being  far  more  con¬ 
fiderable  Places  before  they  loft  their  Port. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  31.  where  he  tells  us  the  South-hams  are  the  fruitfulleft  Lands 
in  Devonfhire  ;  but  Cyder  was  not  known  in  his  Time,  and  many  like  Improvements  may  be  made 
in  ours. 
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which  the  Inhabitants  of  Devon  have  been  long  confpicuous,  they  have  lately 
added  that  of  Tapeftry  and  Carpets,  exquifitely  beautiful  in  their  Kind, 
and  tho’  hitherto  thefe  rich  Pieces  of  Furniture  are  very  expenlive,  as  the 
bed  Manufactures  ever  muft  be  when  introduced,  yet  they  bid  fair  in  due 
Time  for  a  general  Reception,  which  will  enable  them  to  give  Bread  to  a 
Multitude  of  People  of  both  Sexes  and  of  all  Ages,  as  well  as  in  various  Ways m. 
Befides  thefe  and  their  Fiffieries,  which  are  confiderable,  and  many  other  Ar¬ 
ticles,  the  People  of  Devonfhire  have  great  Refources  in  their  Mines  of  Iron, 
Tin,  and  Lead  which  is  exceedingly  rich  in  Silver  n.  Thefe,  tho’  at  prefent 
little  attended  to,  will  jyrobably  in  the  next  Age,  wffien  thofe  whom  Com¬ 
merce  hath  enriched  come  to  find  a  Difficulty  in  employing  their  Money,  be 
wrought,  and  wrought  effectually,  as  they  were  heretofore  dropped  chiefly  on 
the  Score  of  Expence,  and  becaufe  there  were  many  and  thofe  more  certain 
Means  of  making  Wealth  turn  to  an  immediate  Profit0.  But  the  more 
Manufactures  there  are  in  any  County,  dpecially  if  the  raw  Materials  be 
there,  or  can  poffibly  be  planted  there,  as  is  the  Cafe  in  refpeCt  of  Wool, 
Flax,  and  Tin,  in  regard  to  Devonfhire,  the  better  for  the  Inhabitants,  who 
are  always  fe.cure  of  Employ  in  fome  or  other  of  them ;  confequently  equal 
Induftry  will  be  continually  exerted.  Goods  will  come  to  Market  fo  much  the 
cheaper,  and,  where  there  are  Ports,  be  fent  even  to  foreign  Markets  upon 
fuch  Terms  as  will  fecure  their  Commerce  againft  all  Competitors,  and  there¬ 
by  conciliate  private  Gain  with  national  Intereft ;  a  Point  ever  to  be  fought,, 
and  here,  if  any-where,  to  be  obtained. 

Tiie  next  County,  proceeding  flill  Eaftward,  is  that  of  Dorfetfhire,  alike 
happy  in  a  mild,  pleafant,  and  wholfome  Air,  and  not  lefs  fo  in  a  deep,  rich, 
and  fertile  Soil,  finely  diverfified,  as  being  level  towards  the  North  under  the 
high  Lands  which  divide  it  from  Somerfetfhire,  where  there  is-  fine  arable 
Grounds  that  will  yield  large  Crops  of  different  Kinds  of  Grain  :  But  on  the 
South,  from  the  Borders  of  Hampfhire,  by  the  Sea-Coaft,  almoft  as  high  as 
Dorchefter,  that  is,  twenty  Aides  in  Length,  and  four,  or  in  fome  Places< 
five  in  Breadth,  is  a  heathy  Common,  which  renders  this  delightful  County 
lefs  populous  than  it  otherwife  would  be.  Between  thefe,  from  Eaft 
to  Weft,  run  a  Ridge  of  Hills,  abounding  with  fweet  and  fliort  Herbage,, 
which  nourishes  an  infinite  Number  of  Sheep,  equally  efteemed  for  their 
Flefh  and  Fleece,  and  which  Ridge  of  rifing  Grounds,  after  our  Saxon  An- 

m  By  particular  Information,  which  the  Reader  may  depend  upon. 

"  The  Mines  at  Bearferris  hold  a  great  Quantity  of  Silver,  and  were  wrought  by  Sir  John  May¬ 
nard  :  Befides  thefe  there  were  Mines  at  Ziras  Newton,  near  Exeter,  which  held  thirty  Ounces  in  a 
'Ton  of  Lead,  and  others  little  inferior  to  thefe,  which,  when  the  Myftery  of  Mine* working  comes, 
to  be  better  underftood,  will  certainly  invite  Adventurers  hither. 

°  When  the  People  in  this  County  fell  into  Manufactures,  the  Tinners  going  into  Cornwall,  the. 
Mines  there  quickly  wrought  to  more  Advantage  than  ever ;  and  for  the  fame  Reafon,  whenever  the 
Number  of  People  increafes  beyond  the  Demand  for  Manufactures,  the  Mines  will  be  again  opened,, 
and  their  Produce  manufactured  here. 
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ceftors,  we  frill  cull  Downs  p.  It  is  alfo  very  plentifully  watered,  and  in  all 
relpedts  fo  admirably  fuited  both,  to  Pleafure  and  Profit,  that  we  need  not 
wonder  it  was  fo  particularly  diftinguifhed  by  the  Romans,  or  to  find  it  fo 
filled  with  elegant  Towns,  fpacious  Churches,  and  well-feated  Villages  by  the 
Weft- Saxons  q.  It  afforded  to  thofe  judicious,  attentive,  and  indefatigable 
Nations  all  the  Neceftaries  and  Conveniencies  of  Life,  and  appeared  at  the 
fame  time  of  an  Extent  fufticient,  as  well  as  in  its  Nature  capable,  of  receiving 
almoft  every  Species  of  Cultivation  that  can  with  Propriety  be  ftiled  an  Im¬ 
provement r.  In  order  to  make  this  more  perfpicuous,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  obferve  that  this  fair  and  fruitful  Province  is  considerably  bigger  than  the 
Dutchy  of  Mantua  in  Italy,  nearly  equal  to  the  Dutch  Province  of  Guelder- 
land,  and  exactly  of  the  fame  Size  with  the  Ifland  of  Madeira s ;  and,  as  we 
fhall  prefently  fee,  in  regard  to  its  Produce,  by  no  Means  inferior  to  any,  I 
had  like  to  have  faid,  and  perhaps  even  then  I  ftiould  not  have  been  very 
much  miftaken,  to  all  of  thefe. 

Dorsetshire  yields  many,  and  thofe  too  Commodities  of  great  Value.  The 
Quarries  in  Purbeck  and  in  Portland  fupply  Stones  of  different  Qualities,  fuited 
to  various  Ufes,  and  in  prodigious  Quantities,  with  fome,  and  that  too  very  rich 
and  beautiful  Marble The  beft  Tobacco-Pipe  Clay  is  found  within  two  Miles 
of  Corff  Caftle  in  Purbeck,  and  likewife  in  Hungerfton  Hill  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Poole  ^  Copperas  Stones  upon  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Coaft,  of 
which  Alum  was  made,  under  the  Direction  of  a  noble  Family,  in  the  earlier 
Part  of  the  laft  Century,  tho’  now  negledted.  Wild  Madder,  of  which  little 
Notice  has  been  taken,  grows  freely  about  Blandford,  Somervile,  and  ieveral 
other  Places ;  which  is  a  plain  Indication  that  this  valuable  and  ufeful  Dye 
might  be  railed  with  the  utmoft  Facility  here u.  Between  Bemifter  and 
Bridport  the  Land  produces  the  beft  Hemp  in  England.  Flax  alfo  thrives 
exceedingly  well  in  many  Places  w.  There  was  formerly  great  Store,  and  even 

p  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  ill.  fbl.  43.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  154.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the 
Britilh  Empire,  fol.  17.  Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfetfliire,  p.  2 — 5.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curio- 
fum,  p.152 — 168,  1 8 1  — 183. 

‘i  The  Romans  had  in  this  County  many  more  Stations  and  Summer-Camps  than  thofe  of  which 
we  have  any  Notice  in  the  Itinerary  or  el fe» where,  as  appears  inconteflubly  from  their  Remains.. 
The  Kindnefs  the  Sa'xon  Monarchs  always  preferved  for  it  is  no  lefs  clear,  from  the  Number  of 
Palaces  they  had  in  it,  the  ftately  Minders  which  they  built,  and  the  exprefs  Directions  given  by 
them  that  their  Bodies  fhould  be  interred  m  thofe  Monuments  of  their  Piety, 

r  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  29.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  821. 
Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  ii.-  p.  426. 

s  See  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  PI.  i,  vi,  ix,  xix. 

1  Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfet,  p.  39.  Houghton’s  Collections  for  the  Improvement  of  Hufbandry. 
and  Trade,  vol.  ii  p.  26.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  12. 

u  Fuller’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.  278.  Woodward’s  Catalogue  of  Englifh  Foflils,  vol.  ii.  p.  63. 
Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

w  Fuller’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.278.  Childrey’s  B#itannia  Baconica,  p.  29.  Willis’s  No«- 
tltia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  ii.  p.  246. 
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now  there  is  no  want  of  Timber*.  Grain  of  all  Sorts  they  have  in  much 
Abundance  y.  There  may  be  Counties  where  they  feed  more,  but  few  breed 
better  Cattle,  and  fcarce  any,  how  much  larger  foever  in  Extent,  approach 
any  thing  near  it  in  the  Number  of  Sheep ;  and  there  are  fome  Paftures  faid 
to  be  fo  falubrious,  that  in  them  thefe  ufeful  but  delicate  Creatures  are  never 
known  to  be  feized  with  the  Rot  z.  To  this,  if  we  add  that  moil  Kinds  of 
Fruit  come  here  to  as  full  Maturity  as  in  any  Part  of  the  Ifland,  it  will  juftify 
all  we  have  faid  in  Commendation  of  this  County. 

As  this  Shire  is  fo  very  bountifully  endowed  by  Nature,  the  Benefits  by  her 
beftowed  have  been  likewife  gratefully  improved  by  Art ;  and,  being  fruitful 
in  Commodities,  it  is  far  from  being  deficient  in  Manufactures.  Salt  was 
anciently,  and  tho’  now  praCtifed  only  near  Poole,  might  be  made  with  great 
Eafe  and  to  vaft  Advantage,  upon  the  whole  Coafta.  Thread  and  Linnen  are 
the  Sources  of  a  comfortable  Maintenance  to  the  Inhabitants  of  feveral  Vil¬ 
lages  and  little  Towns,  as  Lace  alfo  was  formerly.  That  is  now  removed  into 
Devonfhire  5  and  at  Blandford,  where  it  once  flourilhed,  and  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Villages,  the  common  People  gain  their  Living  chiefly  by  Button  making, 
which  is  a  thriving  Trade  b.  Dorchefter  was  diftinguifhed  in  the  laft  Cen¬ 
tury  for  its  fine  Broad-Cloth,  as  it  Hill  is  for  its  Serges,  for  the  beft  Kind  of 
Malt,  and  for  excellent  Malt  Liquor,  which  renders  it  known  in  almoft  dll 
Parts  of  Europe  c.  Sturminfter,  and  the  Country  about  it,  is  celebrated  for 
its  Stockens,  which  induftrious,  tho’  now  lefs  lucrative  Employment,  is  like¬ 
wife  carried  on  in  Wareham  and  the  Villages  about  it  <b  Shaftefbury  and 
Sherborne  flourifhed  by  the  Cloth  Manufactory,  which,  as  we  have  faid,  was 
once  the  main  Support  of  Dorchefter,  but  is  now  in  a  great  Meafure  removed 
into  Somerfetfhire  e.  The  Fifhery  upon  the  Coalis  is  very  confiderable, 

x  Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfetfhire,  p.  5,  87,  117.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  822. 

y  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  154.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  17.  Fuller’s  Wor¬ 
thies  of  England,  p.  277. 

z  Coker’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  p.  4,  5.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  17.  Ful¬ 
ler’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.  277.  Stnkeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  18 1.  Salmon’s  New 
Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  832,  833. 

a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  154.  Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfetfhire,  p.  10.  Fuller’s  Worthies  of 
England,  p.  277. 

b  The  Linnen  Manufa&ure  flourifhed  here  in  Dr.  Fuller’s  Time  ;  now  the  People  of  Somerfetfhire 
and  Wilts  interfere ;  but,  according  to  my  Information,  Lace,  amongft  other  Manufactures,  was 
formerly  made  to  a  large  Value  at  Blandford  and  near  it. 

c  Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfetfhire,  p.  5,  69.  Fuller’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.  277. 

d  Since  the  Invention  of  the  Stocken- Frame,  it  has  put,  in  a  great  meafure.  Knit- Stockens, 
which  employed  a  Multitude  of  People,  out  of  Ufe.  But,  if  other  Means  of  gaining  their  Bread 
can  be  found  for  fuch  Perfons,  as  in  former  Times  earned  it  by  this,  as  furely  there  may,  then  Is 
there  no  Hurt,  but  a  great  deal  of  Good  done  by  this  ingenious  Invention. 

e  See  all  the  modern  Accounts  of  both  Places ;  tho’  my  Informations  were  from  Perfons  who 
•had  them&lves  examined  into  their  prefent  State  very  particularly. 

of 
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of  Mackrel  more  efpecially  about  Bridport  f,  where  they  were  fometimes' 
caught  in  fuch  Plenty,  as  is  faid  to  have  tempted  the  Farmers  to  manure 
their  Land  with  them;  but  that  Practice  is  now  difcouraged,  as  being  thought 
to  corrupt  the  Air. 


We  have,  in  the  former  Chapter,  mentioned  feverai  Ports  in  this  County,, 
fo  that  there  remain  but  two  which  claim  our  Notice  here,  each  of  which 
however  is  very  extraordinary  in  its  Kind.  Lyme,  Lyme  Regis,  or  King’s 
Lyme,  may  be  accounted  a  Place  of  great  Antiquity,  fince  it  appears  that 
Salt  was  boiled  out  of  Sea- water  there  near  a  thouland  Years  agog  It  apper¬ 
tained  then  unto,  and  continued  long  in  the  Pofieffion  of,  the  Convent  of  Sher¬ 
borne,  but  came  into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown  about  the  twelfth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  Edward  the  Firh;  who  granted  it  to  his  Queen  Eleanor,  having 
fome  Years  before  enfranchifed  and  made  it  a  Parliamentary  Borough11.  In 
Edward  the  Third’s  Time  the  Fee-Farm  of  this  Place  was  fettled  at  thirty- 
two  Marks ;  and  Lyme,  in  his  Reign,  was  fo  eminent  a  Port,  that  it  fur- 
nifhed  the  King  with  four  Ships  1  in  his  Expedition  againfl  Calais.  In  the- 
Reigns  of  Henry  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  it  had  fuffered  fo  much  by  the  French,, 
that  upon  an  Application  to  thofe  Princes  fucceffively  in  Parliament,  their 
Fee-Farm  was  reduced  to  five  Pounds  and,  in  the  Time  of  Edward  the 
Fourth,  their  Trade  being  impaired,  and  their  Port  decayed,,  it  was  brought: 
down  to  three  Pounds  fix  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  L  In  the  Reigns  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James  the  Firft,  Provifion  was  made  by  the  Le- 
gifiature  for  the  Repair  and  Support  of  their  Harbour  and  their  Charters, 
nave  been  confirmed  by  fubfequent  Monarchs.  v 


The  Town  of  Lyme  fends  on  the  Declivity  of  a  craggy  Hill,  which 
gives  it  a  fair  Appearance  at  a  Diftance,  tho’  the  Inhabitants  feel  fome  In- 
conveniencies  from  this  Situation.  It  may  certainly  be  faid  to  owe  the  Fi¬ 
gure  it  has  made,  and  ftill  makes,  to  a  Harbour,,  which,  as  from  the  De¬ 
le  rip  t  ion  will  be  clearly  leen,  is  fuch  an  one  as  is  not  to  be  found  in  this,, 
or  perhaps  in  any  o;her  Kingdom,  and  feems  to  have  been  of  the  Inhabitants 


f  Fuller’s  Worthies  of  England,  p.  277.  Additions  to  the  Englifli  Tranflation  of  Camden’s.  Bri¬ 
tannia,  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  12. 

s  MS.  in  Biblioth.  Cottoniana,  Faust  in-,  A.  2.  fol.  23  a.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  IC4,. 
Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfetlhire,  p.  1-0.  where  Part  of  King  Kinwulf’s  Charter,  A.  D.  774.  is  cited. 

h  Rot.  Patent.  Anno  12  Edw.  I.  m.  14.  where  the  fame  Liberties  are  granted  to  the  Freemen 
of  Lyme,  that  thofe  of  Melcombe  had  lately  obtained,. 

1  Rot.  Patent.  Anno  5  Edw.  III.  m.  29.  n.  76..  Hackluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  h  p.  119,  Madox's 
Firma  Burgi,  cap.  ii  §.  xii.  p.  44,. 

k  Rot.  Patent.  Anno  1  Hen.  IV.  p.  8;  m.  20.  Ibid;  An.  v  Hen.  V..  p.-4*  m.  12.  Cotton’s 
Abridgement  of  Records,  p.  468,  475. 

1  Rot.  Patent.  An.  22  Edw.  IV.  p.  2.  mi  11.  The  fame  Year  the  Parliament  appropriated  fix 
thoufand  Pounds  out  of  the  Supply  for  the  Repair  of  decayed  Towns., 

*  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamenturia,  vol.  ii.  p.429,430. 
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own  Contrivance  n.  It  was  originally  constructed,  tho’  at  what  Time  we  know 
not,  by  weighing  lip  vaft  Rocks  out  of  the  Sea  with  empty  Calks,  which 
being  placed  in  a  regular  Order  to  a  confiderable  Breadth,  and  carried  out  a 
great  Way,  fome  fay  more  than  three  hundred  Yards,  the  Interftices  being 
filled  up  with  Earth,  the  heavieft  Carriages  fafely  pafs,  and  large  Buildings, 
amongft  others  a  handfome  Cuftom-Houfe  upon  Pillars,  with  a  Corn-Market 
under  it,  and  Warehouses,  have  been  eredted  thereon  °.  This  fingular  Work, 
which  anfwers  the  Intention  of  a  Pier,  is  called  the  Cobbe;  and,  for  the 
keeping  it  in  conftant  Repair,  which  is  done  at  the  Expence  of  the  Town, 
and  proves  fometimes  very  chargeable,  there  are  annually  chofen  two  Cobbe- 
Wardens  p.  The  Port  it  makes  is  fafe  and  deep  ;  the  Vefiels,  being  defended 
from  all  Winds,  lie  as  quiet  as  in  a  Baton.  In  Leland’s  Time  it  was  in  a 
good  Condition  ;  but  Camden  fpeaks  of  it  contemptibly,  and  as  ferving  only 
for  Fifhing  Barks q.  The  Trade  however  revived  in  the  Reign  of  King  James, 
and  gradually  increafed,  chiefly  by  the  Inhabitants  falling  into  the  principal 
Management  of  the  Newfoundland  Fifheryr.  The  unfortunate  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  having  with  him  aFrigate  of  thirty  Guns  and  twoMerchant  Ships, 
landed  here  in  1685 s.  It  fuffered  by  the  French  War  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  but  is  recovered  fince,  many  handfome  Stone  Houfes  being  lately  built 
by  P/lerchants  refiding  there  and  might  be  rendered  of  much  greater  Im¬ 
portance  than  it  is,  if  any  new  Manufacture  could  be  introduced  in  the 
Country  behind  it,  which  is  certainly  plentiful  enough  to  admit  not  only  of 
one,  but  of  many  Improvements.  It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  if  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Port  recurred  to  that  very  Art,  from  which,  according  to 
the  beft  Authorities,  the  Town  derived  its  Exiftence,  that  is,  the  making  of 
Salt,  it  might  very  lpeedily  and  effectually  anfwer  their  Purpofe :  Since  bv 
the  help  of  fhallow  Marfhes  (into  which  the  Sea- Water  being  admitted, 
the  reft  of  the  Work  would  be  eafily  performed  by  the  Heat  of  the  Sun, 
as  it  is  done  on  the  oppofite  Coaft  of  France  “;)  as  good  Salt  as  any  might  be 

n  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  43.  Andrew  Borde’s  Perigrinations  in  the  Catalogue  of  Ha¬ 
vens.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  chap.  xii.  p.  58.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.154.  Stuke- 
Iey’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  152. 

0  Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfetlhire,  p.  11.  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentary,  vol.  ii.  p.429.  Atlas 
Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  12. 

P  Keble’s  Statutes,  p.  913.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  2 eg. 
Cutler’s  Coaiding  Pilot,  p.  12. 

q  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  43.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  154.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of 
Britain,  chap.  xii.  p.  58. 

r  Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfetflaire,  p.  1 1 .  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  ii.  p.429.  Atlas 
Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  12. 

8  See  the  Article  of  Lyme^in  Collier’s  Geographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary.  Stukeley’s  Itine¬ 
rarium  Curiofum,  p.  152.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.259. 

*  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  ii.  p.429.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  12.  and  all  the 
modern  Defcriptions. 

“  Agricola  de  Re  Metallica,  lib.  xii.  Piganiol  de  la  Force  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  France 
vol.  iv.  p.  242.  DiCtionaire  Univerfelle  de  Commerce,  tom.  iv.  col.  727,  728,  729. 

produced; 
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produced,  for  which  this  Place  feems  to  be  exceedingly  well  fituated,  and 
to  have  very  uncommon  Advantages,  as  their  Concern  in  the  Fifherics  would 
furnifti  an  immediate  Market  for  all  they  could  poffibly  make  w.  Before  we 
leave  this  Subject  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention,  that  notwitftanding  modern 
as  well  as  ancient  Writers  fpeak  of  the  Conftru&ioa  of  this  Port  as  fome- 
thing  very  fingular  and  extraordinary,  yet  none  have  propofed  the  Imitation 
of  it ;  tho’  there  cannot  be  a  more  pregnant  Inftance  than  this,  of  the  Pof- 
libility  of  making,  tho’  it  may  be  in  a  better  Manner,  a  Port  on  almoft  any 
Part  upon  our  Coaft,  where  the  Conveniency  of  the  Country  required,  or  the 
opening  fuch  a  Port  fhould  appear  the  mod;  probable  Means  of  improving  it; 
one  or  other  of  which  Circumftances  would  turn  fuch  Ports  to  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  moil  of  the  maritime  Counties  in  this  Ifland. 

•  # 

The  Eaftern  Extremity  of  the  Coaft  of  Dorfetfhire  is  called  Peverel  Point, 
between  which  and  another  Promontory  lying  to  the  North,  called  Handfaft 
Point,  is  included  Swanage  Bay.  To  the  Northward  of  this  there  is  another, 
which  is  larger,  and  efteemed  a  good  Road  for  Ships,  being  fafe  from  all 
but  South  and  South-Eaft  Winds,  and  the  Current  fetting  out  of  the  Bay 
fecures  them  in  fome  meafure  from  their  Effeds  ;  this  is'ftiled  Studland  Bay, 
the  remoteft  Headland  of  which  extends  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour  of 
Pool  x.  This  Tongue  of  Land  is  a  long  narrow  Promontory,  riling  out  of 
the  Ifle  of  Purbeck,  the  Termination  of  which  is  called  South  Haven  Point. 
Oppolite  to  this  fuch  another  Promontory,  but  not  quite  fo  long,  Ihoots 
from  the  Main  Land  of  Dorfetlhire,  the  very  End  of  which  is  termed  North - 
Haven  Pointy.  The  Entrance  between  thefe  is  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile 
broad.  Immediately  within  this  lies  Brankfey,  or  Brunkfey  Ifland,  upon 
which  there  was  formerly,  and  indeed  there  ftill  is,  a  Caftle,  but  there  are  no 
Guns ;  and  to  the  South  and  Weft  of  this  four  others,  two  of  which  are  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  proper  Names,  the  one  being  called  Furfey  or  Burfey,  the  other 
Saint  Helen’s  Ifland.  On  every  Side  of  thefe  the  Sea  forms  a  vaft  Body  of 
Water,  the  Coaft  round  it,  taking  in  all  the  Indentures,  was  formerly  com¬ 
puted  at  twenty  Miles,  but  being  adually  meafured,  has  been  found  lixty- 
three,  by  which  it  is  fo  well  defended  from  all  Winds,  and  fo  much  confined, 
that  it  is  perfectly  ftill  and  calm,  and  is  thought  from  thence  to  derive  its 
Name ;  and  on  a  Peninfula  in  theNorth-Eaft  Corner  of  this  large  Bay  Hands 
the  Town  of  Poole,  fo  denominated  from  the  Portz. 

w  Brownrigg’s  Art  of  making  common  Salt,  Parti,  chap.  iv.  p.  31.  where  the  whole  Method 
is  laid  down  with  the  utmoft  Precifion  and  Perfpicuity.  In  a  Fortnight’s  Time,  in  a  dry  Summer, 
they  make  as  much  Salt  in  France  as  furnUhes  the  whole  Confumption  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Tup* 
plies  foreign  Markets  befides. 

x  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  155.  Lambarde’s  Hiflorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.280. 
Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  17. 

y  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifti  Empire,  fol.  17.  Broome’s  Travels  thro’  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Wales,  p.259.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercials,  p.  12. 

2  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  hi.  fol.  53.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  chap.  xii.  p.  58.  Dray¬ 
ton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  the  fecond. 

Vol,  I.  Zz  There 
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There  have  been  fome  Miftakes  in  the  Hiftory  of  this  Port,  which  we 
will  endeavour  to  remove.  It  was  known  to  the  Saxons,  by  the  Name  of 
Fromouth ;  and  one  of  the  oldeft  and  moft  refpedlable  of  our  Hiffories  ac¬ 
quaints  us,  that  the  Danes  twice  landed  here,  A.  D.  998  and  1015,  and  from 
hence  ravaged  the  County  of  Dorfeta.  It  was,  in  all  Probability,  by  thefe 
Invallons  that  the  Place  was  in  a  manner  deffroyed,  and  from  a  Town  of  Note, 
funk  into  a  Hamlet  dependant  upon  the  Manor  of  Canford,  which  is  the 
Reafon  that  it  does  not  appear  in  Domefday. 

This  Manor  feems,  amongft  many  other  large  Eflates,  to  have  been 
granted  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  Walter  de  Ewrus,  as  the  old  Writers 
call  him,  or  Walter  de  Eureux,  Earl  of  Rolmar  in  Normandy.  His  Son, 
Edward  of  Sal  tilbury,  was  poffeffed  of  it,  as  appears  by  the  Record  of  Domef¬ 
day,  at  the  Time  of  making  that  Survey  L  His  Son,  Walter  of  Salufbury, 
was  the  Founder  of  a  Priory  of  Black-Canons  at  Bradenftoke  in  the  County  of 
Wilts,  to  which  he  gave  the  Church  of  St.  James  in  Pool  <\  Upon  the  Dil- 
folution  of  Monasteries  the  Patronage  veiled  in  the  Crown,  and  there  remained 
till  Charles  the  Firfl  granted  it,  in  the  ninth  Year  of  his  Reign,  to  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Anglefea,  who  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Smithfby,  of  London,  Efqj 
and,  for  one  hundred  Pounds,  it  was  conveyed  by  him,  in  trud  for  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  Town  of  Poole.  Patrick,  the  Son  of  this  Walter,  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Dignity  of  Earl  of  Salufbury ;  and  his  Son  William,  leaving 
only  one  Daughter,  Ela,  die  married  William  Longfpe,  natural  Son  to  King 
Henry  the  Second  by  the  famous  Rofamond  Clifford ;  from  which  William 
the  Inhabitants  purchafed  the  Liberty  ofpaduring  their  tame  Cattle,  and  of 
taking  Fewel  in  his  Heaths  and  Commons,  which  they  enjoy  at  this  Day. 
This  William  had  a  Son  of  the  fame  Name,  from  whom  Henry  the  Third 
took  the  Earldom  of  Salufbury.  He  was  the  Father  of  a  third  William,  who, 
by  Matilda  Daughter  to  Walter  Baron  Clifford,  had  an  only  Child,  Marga¬ 
ret  his  Heirefs.. 

This  Lady  married  Henry  de  Lacy  Earl  of  Lincoln,  by  whom  fhe  had 
an  only  Daughter  Alice,  born  in  1281.  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln  died  in 
1312,  poffeffed,  by  the  Courtefy  of  England,  of  the  Manor  of  Canford, 
which  then  devolved  to  Thomas  Earl  of  Lancafter,  who  had  efpoufed  his 

a  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  129,  36,  146,  24.  In  the  old  Abbey  Chronicles  called  in  Latin  Fromuda 
and  Fromutha,  The  learned  Baxter  carries  it  yet  higher,  and  aflerts  it  to  be  the  Bolnelaunium  of 

the  Antients. 

b  Liber  Domefday,  fol.  80.  b.  col.  1.  Rogeri  Hoveden  Hi  ft.  fol.  436.  Mat.  Paris,  p. 

3  *7-  . 

c  Ex  Libro  Rubeo  in  Scaccario,  fol.  90.  Wilts.  Liber  Lacokenfis,  MS.  fol.  18,  19.  Efc.  de 
Anno  15  Edw.  III.  n.  69. 

d  Rot.  Fin.  41  Hen.  HI.  iii.  9.  Pat.  41  Hen.  III.  m.  15.  Ex  raagno  Regiflro  in  Officio  Ducat. 

Laacaftr. 

Daughter 
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Daughter  Alice  before-mentioned  e.  This  Thomas  being  beheaded  at  Pom- 
fret,  A.  D.  1321,  Kind  Edward  the  Second,  having  procured  a  Refignation 
of  this  and  other  Lands  of  her  Inheritance  from  his  Widow  Alice,  granted 
it,  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  to  his  Favourite  Hugo  de  Difpen- 
ferh  He  being  beheaded,  A.  D.  1326,  Edward  the  Third  granted,  in  the 
firfi:  Year  of  his  Reign,  the  Manor  of  Canford  with  Poole,  to  John  Earl  of 
Warren  and  Joane  his  Wife  for  Life,  with  Remainder  to  the  Heirs  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Earl  of  Lancafter.  A.  D.  1337,  Edward  the  Third  granted  the  Rever- 
fion  of  Canford  with  Poole  to  William  Montacute  Earl  of  Salulbury,  who 
not  furviving  till  the  Demife  of  John  Earl  of  Warren,  which  happened  A. 
D.  1347,  a  Year  before  that  of  Alice  Countefs  of  Lincoln,  it  then  came  to 
William  his  Son  Earl  of  Salulbury  S,  who,  in  the  forty-fifth  of  Edward  the 
Third,  confirmed  the  Grants  of  William  de  Longfpe  to  the  Town  of  Poole. 
This  William  Earl  of  Salufbury  died  June  3,  1397,  being  the  twentieth  of 
Richard  the  Second,  feifed  of  the  Manor  of  Canford  and  the  Borough  of 
Poole,  as  appears  by  Record11.  In  this  Family  it  feems  to  have  continued 
to  the  Time  of  Thomas  Montacute  Earl  of  Salulbury,  who  deceafed  No¬ 
vember  the  third  1428,  being  the  feventh  of  King  Henry  the.Sixth. 

Two  Years  after,  that  young  Monarch  made  a  Grant  of  it  to  John  Duke 
of  Bedford,  who  dying  without  Ifiue  A.  D.  1434,  this  Manor  reverted  to 
the  Crown  5  and,  in  the  feventeenth  Year  of  the  fame  King,  was  fold  to  his 
other  Uncle  Henry  Beaufort  Cardinal  and  Billiop  of  Wincheller  b  who  con¬ 
veyed  it  to  his  Kinfman  John  Duke  of  Somerfet,  and  by  the  Forfeiture  of  that 
Family  it  came  again  to  the  Crown.  Edward  the  Fourth  granted  it  to  his 
Brother  George,  Duke  of  Clarence ;  and  by  his  Attainder  it  feems  to  have 
been  once  more  in  the  Crown,  and  to  have  drawn  the  Confideration  of  Ri¬ 
chard  the  Third,  who  had  fome  kind  Intentions  towards  the  Place.  Henry 
the  Seventh,  who  feized  it  at  his  Accefiion,  bequeathed  it  by  Will  to  his 
Mother  Margaret  Countefs  of  Richmond,  who  died  A.  D.  1509.  Henry 
the  Eighth  bellowed  it,  in  the  feventeenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  on  his  natural 
Son  Henry  Fitzroy  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Somerfet,  on  whofe  Demife  it 
reverted  again  to  the  Crown  b 

Edward  the  Sixth,  in  the  firfi:  Year  of  his  Reign,  granted  Canford  and 
Poole  to  his  Uncle  the  Protestor  Duke  of  Somerfet,  and  by  his  Attainder 
it  came  again  to  the  Crown.  Queen  Mary,  in  the  firfi;  Year  of  her  Reign, 
bellowed  them  upon  Gertrude  Marchionefs  of  Exeter,  Mother  to  Edward 

e  Efc.  22.  Edw.  III.  n.  34.  Thom.  Walfingham.  Annul,  p.  85.  Monaft.  Anglicanum,  tom.  ii. 
p.  644.  b. 

f  Clauf.  16  Edw.  II.  m.  34.  in  Cedula.  Cart.  16  Edw.  II.  n.  20. 

g  Pat.  11  Edw.  III.  p.  3.  m.  19  Efc.  18  Edw.  III.  n.  jk 

h  Efc.  20  Ric.  II.  n.  25. 

1  Efc.  14  Hen.  VI.  n.  36.  Rot.  Pat,  17  Hen.  VI.  m.  2. 

Z  Z  2 
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Earl  of  Devonlhire ;  which  Gertrude,  dying  A.  D.  1557,  having  out-lived 
her  Son,  bequeathed  the  Manor  of  Canford  to  her  Nephew  James  Blount 
Lord  Mount  joy  :  But,  as  this  was  held  in  Capite,  he  had  only  two- thirds, 
and  the  other  third  went  to  Sir  John  Baker.  Lord  Mountjoy  having  pafled 
his  two-thirds  to  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  he  afterwards  purchafed  Sir  John 
Baker’s  Interefl.  His  Lordfhip  having  alienated  fome  Parcels  thereof,  parted 
at  length  with  the  Remainder,  A.  D.  i6li,  to  John  Webb  of  Odftock,  in 
the  County  of  Wilts,  Efq;  and  it  now  belongs  to  his  Defcendant  Sir  Thomas 
Webb,  Baronet  L 

As  to  the  Port  and  Corporation,  Records  plainly  prove  both  to  have  been 
more  ancient  than  they  are  commonly  efteemed,  fince,  by  an  Inquifition  taken 
in  the  fifteenth  of  Edward  the  Third  f  they  are  acknowleged  fuch,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  fo  to  have  been  long  before,  and  as  fuch  had  fent  Members  to  a 
Council,  as  it  did  to  Parliament  in  that  Reign™.  That  it  did  not  rife,  as  Le- 
land  fuppofes,  through  the  Misfortune  of  Wareham’s  lofing  its  Port,  is  very 
clear  from  hence,  that  in  Edward  the  Third’s  Time  it  furnifhed  more,  and 
thofe  too  larger  Ships  for  the  King’s  Fleet  than  Wareham,  whence  we  may  pre- 
fume  it  was  in  a  better  Condition  n.  Henry  the  Sixth,  upon  the  Petition  and 
by  the  Advice  of  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  in  the  Eleventh  Year  of  his 
Reign,  granted  the  Mayor  Leave  to  wall  the  Town,  bellowed  on  it  the  fame 
Liberties  with  Southampton,  and  removed  hither  the  Port  from  Melcombe 
which  was  confirmed  by  Edward  the  Fourth  p.  Richard  the  Third,  in  whole 
Hands  it  was,  as  is  before  fhewn,  began  to  wall  it  round,  and  promifed  the 
Inhabitants  great  Favours;  upon  which  Mr.  Camden  remarks,  that  tho’  he 
was  the  w7orft  of  Men,  he  was  the  bell  of  Kings  a.  After  this  it  mull  have 
funk  very  low ;  for  Leland  tells  us,  that  in  his  Time,  there  were  People  who 
remembred  the  greatefi:  Part  of  the  Town  over-grown  with  Sedge  and 
Rulhes ;  whence  he  concludes,  and  his  Authority  has  mifled  others,  that  it 
could  be  of  no  great  Antiquity1'.  But  upon  farther  Inquiry  he  received  bet¬ 
ter  Lights,  and  candidly  retraced  his  Miftake  s ;  in  which  however  he  has 

k  In  the  fettling  this  Hiftory  of  the  Manor  of  Cheneford,  Kaneford,  or  Canford,  I  have  been  ex¬ 
ceedingly  obliged  to  a  worthy  Perfon,  Sir  Peter  Thomfon,  Knt.  who  is  perfectly  verfed  in  its  An¬ 
tiquities,  and  who  propofes  to  favour  the  Public  with  a  complete  Hiflory  of  Pooler 

1  Efc.  1  5  Edw.  III.  n.  66. 

m  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  vol.  ii.  p.410. 

n  See  the  Roll  of  King  Edward’s  Fleet,  in  Backluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  1.  p.  1 19.. 

0  Cotton’s  Abridgement  of  the  Records,  p.  610.  Coker’s  Survey  of  the  County  of  Dorfet,. 

p.  119. 

p  Rot.  Pat.  Ann.  1  Edw.  IV.  p.  3.  m.  23.  n.  189. 

q  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  155. 

r  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  52,  53.  It  appears  by  a.Paflage,  vol.  vii.  fol.  69.  he  wrote 
his  Itinerary  in  1  539 :  He  publifhed  his  Poem  on  the  Birth  of  Prince  Edward,  A.  D.  1543. 

8  Genethliacon,  Edwardi  Principis  Cambrhe,  p.  27.  Lambarde’s  Hiflorical  and- Topographical 

Diflionary,  p.  280. 
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not  been  followed.  Camden  fpeaks  of  it  as  declining  in  his  Time ;  which  is 
ftranget,  fince  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  tenth  Year  of  her  Reign,  made  it  a 
County  of  itfelf,  granted  the  Inhabitants  Power  to  chufe  a  Sheriff,  with 
many  other  great  Immunities,  reciting  alfo  the  Incorporation  by  the  ancient 
Kings  of  this  Realm,  and  confirming  all  their  former  Privileges  u.  In  the 
Reign  of  Charles  the  Second  it  was  in  a  very  flourifhing  St%te  w,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  fo  ever  fince,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  fuccindt  Account  of  the 

Town,  Harbour,  and  Trade  of  both. 

*  "  * 

Poole  Hands  upon  a  Peninfula,  about  two  Miles  in  Extent,  at  the  North 
End  of  the  Bay,  with  which  it  is  furrounded  on  all  Sides,  except  on  the 
North-Eaft,  where  it  is  connected  to  the  Continent  of  Dorfetfhire  by  a  nar¬ 
row  Illhmus.  It  is  a  neat,  compadt,  well-built  Town,  the  Houfes  moflly  of 
Stone,  much  increafed  within  thefe  few  Years,  containing  now  about  five 
hundred,  and  in  them  three  thoufand  Inhabitants.  The  Parifh-Church  is 
large,  a  royal  peculiar,  of  which,  as  we  have  fliewn  before,  the  Inhabitants 
are  Patrons.  Here  is  a  Town-Houfe,  Cuftom-Houfe,  a  convenient  Quay, 
and  public  Warehoufes.  The  Bay  furnifhes  them  with  Fifh  in  Abundance, 
of  different  Kinds,  and  more  efpecially  excellent  Oyfters,  with  which  the 
Inhabitants  lupply  all  the  adjacent  Country ;  and  befides  fend  feveral  Veffels 
laden  annually  for  the  Rivers  and  Creeks  in  Effex  and  Kent,  where  they  are 
laid  to  fatten,  and  then  carried  to  the  London  Market.  Taking  this  therefore 
in  all  its  Branches,  it  will  appear  to  be  no  inconfiderable  Fifhery,  in  point 
either  of  Extent  or  Profit.  There  is  a  great  Refort  to  their  Markets  and  Fairs, 
which  will  probably  be  very  much  augmented,  when  the  Turnpike  Roads  now 
making  are  completely  finifhed.  The  Inhabitants  will  alfo  reap  from  thence 
a  farther  Benefit,  by  Perfons  coming  to  bathe  in  the  Salt  Water,  for  which  no 
Place  can  be  more  proper,  as  there  is  a  fufficient  Depth  at  all  Times,  and  as, 
from  the  large  Tradt  that  it  covers,  it  mud  be  confiderably  ftronger  and 
warmer  in  its  Reflux  than  it  otherwife  would  be  x. 

The  Mouth  of  the  Harbour  is  about  three  Miles  South  from  Poole ;  the 
Depth  there  at  High-Water  is.  about  lixteen  Feet;  and  when  once  Ships  are: 
in,  they  ride  in  any  of  the  Branches  of  the  Bay  as  fafely  and  commodioufly 
as  can  be  defired,.  This  capacious  Haven  lies  in  the  midfl  between  Purbeck 

r  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  155.  where  he  attributes  it  to  fome  Negligence  or  Want  of  Spirit  and  At¬ 
tention  in  the  Inhabit  ,nts.  That  this  was  really  the  Cafe  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  I.  appears  from'. 
Coker’s  Survey  of  Dorfet,  p.  85. 

u  By  Letters- Patents  under  the  Great-Seal,  dated  June  23d  1567. 

w  Dr.  Edward  Chamberlayne’s  Prefent  State  of  England,  1787,  p.247,  248.  when  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  Appointment  confffted  of  three  fuperior,  and  fixteen  inferior  Officers,  at  four  hundred  andi 
thirty-eight  Pounds  per  Annum. 

*  I  was  enabled  to  give  this  diffinft  Account  of  the  modern  State  of  Poole,  by  the  kind  Communi¬ 
cations  of  a  worthy  Gentleman,  Dr.  A.  Campbell,  who  praftifes  Pbyffc  in  the  Place. 

and* 
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and  the  Iile  of  Wight,  and  is  laid  to  enjoy  one  Advantage  beyond  all  other 
Ports  perhaps  in  Britain,  which  is,  that  the  Sea  ebbs  and  flows  four  Times 
in  twenty-four  Hours  7.  Firff,  with  a  South-Eaft  and  North-Weft  Moon  ; 
and  then,  by  a  South-and-by-Eafl;  and  a  North-and-by-Weft  Moon;  which 
fecond  Flood  is  generally  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  Return  of  the  Fore-Ebb, 
which  coming  from  the  Suflex  Coafl  between  the  Ifle  of  Wight  and  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  PI  amp  (hire,  ftrikes  in  here,  as  lying  in  its  Way. 

The  principal  Branch  of  the  foreign  Commerce  of  its  Inhabitants  is  the  New¬ 
foundland  Fifhery,  to  which  they  fend  every  Spring,  in  Time  of  Peace,  up¬ 
wards  of  feventy  Sail  of  Veflels,  from  the  Burthen  of  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Tons,  laden  with  Provifions,  Nets,  Cordage,  Sail-Cloth, 
and  all  Sorts  of  Wearing  Apparel,  with  Variety  of  other  Commodities,  for  the 
Confumption  of  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Servants.  The  fmaller  Veflels  fifh 
on  the  Banks,  and  make  two  or  three  Trips  every  Seafon.  Their  Returns 
are  in  Cod,  Oil,  Skins,  and  Furs ;  and  in  Autumn  they  export  their  Fifh  to 
Spain,  Italy,  and  Portugal.  This  is  a  Trade  not  more  profitable  to  thofe 
concerned,  than  beneficial  in  general  to  the  Kingdom,  as  it  fubfifts  a  prodigious 
Number  of  Hands,  occafions  a  great  export  of  our  Commodities  and  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  breeds  excellent  Seamen.  Befides  this  they  employ  fome  Ships 
in  the  Carolina  Trade,  for  which  Poole  is  very  conveniently  fituated,  lying 
direCtly  in  the  Way  to  Holland  and  Hamburgh,  the  Port-Charges,  Labour 
in  Shipping  and  Refhipping  the  Rice,  being  but  infignificant.  They  fend 
alfo  two  Veflels  annually  to  Guinea,  and  twice  as  many  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Their  Coaft  Trade  to  London  and  Newcaftle  is  to  a  large  Amount,  by  which 
they  export  great  Quantities  of  Corn,  and  by  their  Returns  fupply  the  Con¬ 
fumption  of  Blandford,  Ringwood,  and  many  other  adjacent  Places.  There 
are  in  the  whole  about  two  hundred  Veflels  of  various  Sizes  belonging  to 
this  Harbour2.  In  Time  of  War  they  have  hitherto  fuffered  extremely,  and 
as  this  is  exceedingly  detrimental  to  a  Trade  which  is  fo  apparently  ferviceable 
to  the  Royal  Navy,  it  deferves  Notice,  and  in  confequence  of  that,  no  doubt, 
will  obtain  the  moft  immediate  Redrefs  and  effectual  Protection. 

Poole  is  the  Port  of  this  County,  of  which  Lyme  is  a  Member,  having 
the  Creeks  of  Bridport  and  Charmouth  under  its  JurifdiCtion.  Weymouth  is 
alfo  a  Member,  with  the  Creeks  of  Portland  and  Lulworth ;  and  the  Creeks 
of  Swanidge  and  Wareham,  once  a  good  Haven,  and  then  a  flourifhing  Place, 
are  the  Creeks  which  depend  immediately  upon  Poole  a. 

7  ChiJdrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  85.  Life  of  the  Lord  Keeper  North,  p.  119. 

2  Stat.  29  Geo.  II.  p.  263,  et  feq.  effectually  provides  for  the  Maintenance  and  Prefervation  of 
this  Harbour,  and  as  effectually  eltablifhes  the  Rights  and  Prerogatives  of  the  Corporation. 

a  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  327.  Crouch’s  View  of  the  Britifh  Cuftoms,  p.  3 83. 
Beawes’s  Merchant’s  Directory,  p.  145. 
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The  County  of  Southampton  enjoys  every  Advantage  that  can  well  be  de- 
fired  in  any  Country.  The  Air  in  the  Northern  Parts  is  wonderfully  pure, 
milder  and  warmer  towards  the  Sea,  and  every- where  pleafant  and  wholefome. 
The  Soil  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  the  Situation  in  all  Refpedts  fuited  alike  to 
Pleafure  and  to  Profit  h.  Thefe  Circumftances  will  eafily  account  for  a  Remark 
that  fome  judicious  Perfons  have  made,  as  to  its  having  been  always  crowded 
with  Inhabitants  c.  A  very  inquifitive  and  ingenious  Antiquary  is  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  was  very  fully  peopled  by  the  Albionites,  as  he  ftiles  them,  who 
were  invaded,  fubdued  or  exterminated  by  the  Belgte  d,  before  the  coming 
over  of  the  Romans.  That  mighty  Nation,  in  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor 
Claudius,  intending  an  abfolute  Conqueft  of  Britain,  made  their  firft  Defcent 
in  thefe  Parts ;  and  being  once  become  Mailers,  ihewed  a  great  Regard  for, 
and  exercifed  amazing  Labour,  Skill,  and  Induilry  in,  the  Improvement  of 
this  beautiful  Province  e.  The  Saxons  have  left  very  noble  Marks  of  their 
having  a  like  Attention  to  what  in  their  Language  they  ililed  Hamtunfcyre f, 
of  which  we  ihould  have  been  more  fenfible,  if  many  of  their  Towns  had 
not  been  ruined  by  the  Danes,  or  if  the  Norman  Conqueror,  whether  out 
of  Pride  or  Policy,  or  from  both,  had  not  levelled  fuch  a  Number  of  Vil¬ 
lages  to  make  his  New  Forefl,  and  ihewed  the  true  Spirit  of  his  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  fubverting  the  Habitations  of  Men  to  provide  a  Receptacle  for  wild 
Bealls  S.  But  notwithstanding  all  thefe  Devastations,  there  Hill  remain  fo 
many  good  Towns,  magnificent  Churches,  venerable  Abbies,  Strong  Cattles, 
and  Stately  Palaces,  of  ancient  Eredtion,  as  abundantly  demonflrate  the; 
Wealth  of  its  Inhabitants  in  former  Times,  and  the  peculiar  AfFedtion  of  its 
civilized  Mailers. 

This  Spacious  and  excellent  Country  is  admirably  intermixed  throughout 
with  high  Lands  of  gentle  Afcent,  fruitful  Plains,  fine  Rivers,  and  whatever 
elfe  can  contribute  to  Opulence  or  Delight.  Its  Commodities  are  equally  nu¬ 
merous  and  valuable.  On  its  Coails  Copperas  Stones  are  found  in  great  Plenty,, 

h  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  1 87.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  British  Empire,,  fol.  13.  Fuller’s  Wor¬ 
thies  in  Hantlhire,  p.  1. 

c  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  768.  where  he  very  juftly  obferves,  that  if  the 
Belgae  had  not  been  more  numerous  than  the  original  Natives,  they  muff  Soon  have  been  driven  out 
of  their  Conqueds,  and  forced  to  quit  the  Ifland. 

d  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  160.  Mufgravii  Belgium  Bri.tannicum,  cap.  ix,  Stukeley’s  Itinerariuin 
Curiofum,  p.  181. 

e  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  767. 

f  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  56,  28,  78,  8,  85,  8.  which  is  the  true  Name.  It  is  remarkable 
that  in  this  County  there  were  no  lefs  than  forty  Hundreds  ;  whereas,  in  Warwickfhire,  which  is- 
more  than  half-  as  big,  there  were  but  four,  or,  including  the  Liberty  of  Coventry,,  at  mod  but 
five.  As  Hundreds  were  Divifions  founded  in  the  Number  of  Families,  fo  by  comparing  thefe  with 
the  Territory  that  contained  them,  we  may  judge  of  the  Proportion,  comparatively  at  lead,  in  which; 
they  were  peopled. 

g  Gulielm.  Malmfburienf.  Hidor.  lib.  iii.  Gualterus.Mapajus,  apud  Camdeni  JBritanniam,  p.  188; 
Robert  of  Glouceder’s  Chronicle,  p.  375. 

which'* 
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which,  if  the  Inhabitants  were  not  better  employed,  might  turn  to  Account  l». 
In  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  and  even  under  the  Bed  of  the  Sea,  Stones  which 
hold  the  mod:  profitable  Iron  Ore  are  to  be  obtained  k  It  was  heretofore  juftly 
celebrated  for  its  Timber,  which,  tho’  much  decreafed,  is  yet  far  from  being 
exhaufted;  and  the  Stock  of  which  might  be  ealiiy  recruited  and  augmented, 
not  more  to  the  Advantage  of  Hampfhire  in  particular,  than  to  the  Benefit 
of  the  Nation  in  general  L  Fertile  in  ail  Kinds  of  Grain,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  famous  for  fine  Wheat,  as  well  as  for  admirable  Hops1.  Well  fur- 
nifhed  with  black  Cattle;  abounding  in  Sheep,  and  confequently  in  Wool  ; 
to  fay  nothing  of  Bacon  and  Honey,  reputed  the  belt  in  the  Kingdom ;  tho' 
that  which  is  made  near  Heaths  is  commonly  excepted,  to  the  Wax  of  which, 
notwithffanding,  there  can  be  no  Objection ;  and  yet  this  certainly  is  an  Ar¬ 
ticle  that  deferves  Notice111.  The  Size  of  this  County  is  likewiie  worth  re¬ 
garding,  fince  it  contains  about  a  million  of  Acres,  exclufive  of  the  Ille  of 
Wight;  fo  that  it  is  larger  than  the  Duchy  of  Juliers,  twice  as  big  as  that  of 
Mantua,  and  containing  thrice  as  much  Land  as  the  Eland  of  Minorca  n.  In¬ 
ferior  certainly  to  none  of  thefe  even  in  its  prefent  Productions,  and,  as  we 
fhall  take  Occafion  to  fhew,  ftill  lefs  fo  in  refpeCt  to  its  Capacity  of  admitting 
further  Improvements.  It  will  however  be  proper  to  obferve  firft  what  has 
been  done  in  this  refpedt  already. 

The  making  Salt,  by  boiling  Sea- water,  was  performed  to  great  Profit 
and  Perfection  at  Lymington  and  in  Portfea  Eland  ;  but  is  faid  to  have  declin¬ 
ed  in  fome  meafure  by  the  Exportation  of  the  Chefhire  Foffile-Salt,  brought 
to,  then  boiled  at,  and  after  all  fhipped  from  Liverpool  °.  Large  Quantities 
of  Malt  are  made  at  Andover  and  Bafingftoke.  Silk  Stockings  and  Leather  are 
the  Support  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ringwood.  Narrow  Cloths,  Druggets,  and 
Shalloons,  are  wrought  in  many  Places.  Broad  Cloth  at  Rumfey  p.  There 
are  a  very  confiderable  Number  of  Wheelwrights,  and  other  Mechanics,  who 

h  Philofophical  Tranfa€tions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N°.  cxlii.  p.  ioe6.  communicated  by  Daniel 
Colwall,  Efq; 

1  Yarranton’s  England’s  Improvement,  p.  4 1 .  which  if  the  curious  Reader  confults  he  will  find 
many  Things  worthy  of  Notice. 

k  Samuel  Hartlib’s  Legacy  on  Hulbandry,  p.  58.  et  feq.  Evelyn’s  Silva,  or  a  Difcourfe  on  Foreft- 
trees,  chap.  vii.  Propofd  for  improving  and  adorning  thelfland  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  by  parochial 
Plantation  of  Timber  and  other  Trees,  by  Edward  Wade,  Efq;  p.  13. 

1  Thofe  in  the  Parilh  of  Crundal  have  been  efteemed  as  fine  as  any  in  this  Kingdom,  and  im- 
menfe  Quantities  are  made  in  favourable  Seafons  there,  and  in  other  Parts  of  the  County. 

m  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Hantlhire,  p.  2.  See  the  Article  of  Hamplhire,  in  Collier’s  Hifiorical  and 
Geographical  Dictionary.  Samuel  Hartlib’s  Legacy  on  Hulbandry,  p.  63. 

n  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  PI.  i,  ix,  xiii,  xxxv. 

0  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  50.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  12.  Brownrigg’s 
Art  of  making  Salt,  p  88,  124,  126,  129,  13 1,  166,  167,  269. 

P  All  the  modern  Defcriptions  will  jufiify  what  is  faid  in  the  Text,;  and  I  have  Reafon  to  think, 
on  a  firiCt  Survey,  we  might  find  many  more ;  what  is  inferted  being  intended  as  little  more  than  a 
Specimen. 
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work  in  Timber  at  Stockbridge.  However  Ship-building  was  and  is  the  ca¬ 
pital  Manufacture  of  this  County,  and  employs  Multitudes  at  Southampton, 
Lymington,  Portfmouth,  Buftleton,  and  Redbridge  <1.  The  great  Demands, 
more  elpecially  in  Time  of  War  for  Provifions  of  all  Kinds  at  Portfmouth,  is 
a  conftant  Source  of  Wealth  to  the  induftrious  Farmers  in  Hampfhire  r,  who 
likewife  vend  vaft  Quantities  of  Grain  and  Hops  at  the  Fairs  in,  and  upon  the 
Edge  of  the  County,  befides  what  are  weekly  carried  to  Farnham  Market, 
formerly  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  Kingdom  s. 

I  F  any- where  in  Britain,  one  would  imagine  that  in  this  County  a  fair 
Experiment  might  be  tried  as  to  the  PofTibility  of  cultivating  Olive  T rees ; 
which,  notwithstanding  the  Doubts  of  fome  and  thofe  too  able  Judges,  would 
perhaps  be  found  more  practicable  than  is  generally  apprehended  t.  But  if  upon 
iuch  an  Experiment,  which  might  be  eafily  made  in  fome  convenient  Place, 
at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  the  Sea,  with  a  juft  Expofition,  and  under  pro¬ 
per  Shelter,  it  fhould  neverthelefs  fail,  then  let  me  have  leave  to  mention 
the  Beech.  This  Tree  grows  no- where  to  a  larger  Size,  and  in  higher  Per¬ 
fection,  than  in  Hampfhire  u,  and  therefore  immenfe  Quantities  of  Maft,  in 
favourable  Seafons  efpecially,  might  be  collected,  which  yields  excellent  Oil, 
fit  for  all  Purpofes,  and  that  would  be  a  great  Saving  to  the  Nation  w.  It  is 
very  poftible  that  the  Benefits  which  would  accrue  from  hence  were  over¬ 
valued,  in  the  Propofals  which  were  offered  upon  dais  SubjeCt  near  forty  Years 
ago ;  but  becaufe  it  was  once  exaggerated,  or  the  Propofition  perhaps  came 
out  in  an  unhappy  Year,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  this  Improvement  is  ab- 
folutely  chimerical,  or  that  no  Attempt  towards  an  Improvement  of  this  kind 
ihould  be  again  made  *. 

*  N 

<3  If  we  may  rely  on  what  Capt,  Yarranton  aflerts,  Things  may  be  (till  carried  much  farther, 
by  eftablifhing  a  Royal  Yard  for  building  fifth  and  fixth  Rate  Ships  at  Chrift-Church. 

r  Whoever  confiders  the  prodigious  Quantities  of  Timber  that  have  been,  and  may  be  con¬ 
tinually  produced  in  this  County;  the  Conveniency  of  bringing  it  by  Water  to  the  very  Docks; 
the  Numbers  employed  there,  and  the  Provifions  requifite  for  their  Subfifience;  will  have  a 
competent  Idea  of  the  Importance  of  Hampfhire,  and  of  the  additional  Advantages  of  which 
it  is  capable. 

s  Markets  frequently  vary  ;  and  from  being  inconfiderable,  grow  to  a  vafi  Height,  and  fome- 
t'imes  decline  again  in  the  fame  Age,  without  any  real  or  extraordinary  Change  in  the  Quantity  of 
Commodities,  which  Alterations  fpring  evilly  from  various  Accidents  that  happen  in  their  Manner 
of  Carriage. 

t  This  was  the  Notion  of  a  Perfon  of  great  Rank,  who  had  a  Seat  in  this  County,  and  fupe- 
rior  Skill  in  whatever  related  to  Agriculture,  Gardening,  or  Planting. 

u  Woolridge’s  Syftem  of  Hufbandry,  p.  92.  Mortimer’s  Art  of  Hufbandry,  vol.  ii.  p.  26, 
Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p,  169,  170,  17 1. 

w  Great  Quantities  of  this  Oil  are  aflually  made  and  ufed  in  feveral  Parts  of  France  and 
Switzerland,  where  Oil  of  Olives  is  much  cheaper  than  here.  Aud  if  there,  with  this  Circum- 
Ihmce,  why  not  in  England  ? 

x  The  late  ingenious  Aaron  Hill  Efq;  wrote  a  Treatife  on  this  Subjeft,  in  which  there  are  many 
curious  and  ufeful  Obfervations :  But  Beech-Mafl-Oil  being  the  Title  of  a  Bubble  in  1720,  has 
(tho’  fure  that  is  no  juft  Reafon)  never  been  efteemed  worthy  of  the  leaft  Notice  lince. 

Vol.  I,  A  a  a 
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W  e  may  fpeak  with  fomewhat  more  Confidence  as  to  the  raifing  Vine¬ 
yards,  fince  Hampfhire  does  not  lie  above  three  Degrees  to  the  North  of  thofe 
Countries  which  produce  the  fineffc  Wines  in  France ;  and  we  bring  mariy 
Fruits  that  are  Natives  of  warmer  Climates  than  thofe  to  great  Perfection  y\ 
But  certainly  if  we  would  be  content  with  Wines  of  another  Kind,  we  might 
have  them  as  good  as  any  in  the  Palatinate  Befides,  we  know  by 
Experience,  that  is,  from  written  Experience,  Record  and  Hiftory,  that  we 
have  had  Wines  in  England,  in  different  Places,  and  in  large  Quantities  a. 
The  Reafon  of  mentioning  them  fo  particularly  in  this  Place  is,  from  the 
prevailing  Opinion,  that  when  the  Emperor  Probus  licenfed  the  Cultivation  of 
Vineyards,  they  were  firft  planted  in  this  County,  at  a  Place  which  hill  bears 
the  Name  of  The  Vine  K  I  will  venture  to  fugged:  what  has  occurred  to 
me  upon  this  Subject,  tho’  it  fliould  make  the  Reader  fmile  <\  If  our  Wines 
in  Hampfhire  may  not  reach  that  Perfection,  which  is  requiiite  to  pleafe 
our  Palates,  or  become  fafhionable  here,  they  might  poffibly  be  exported  with 
great  Profit  to  our  Plantations,  and  derive  from  their  Paffage  into  warmer  Cli¬ 
mates  that  Excellence  which  Cultivation  could  not  give :  And  this,  perhaps, 
may  alfo  make  them  worth  fending  home  again;  nor  would  the  Accumulation 
of  Freight  render  them  dearer  then  to  the  Confumer,  than  the  Duties  that  are 
now  laid  upon  Wines  of  Foreign  Growth  d. 

There  is  yet  another  Improvement  that  might  with  ffill  greater  Probabi¬ 
lity  be  attempted,  and,  if  properly  conducted,  I  dare  affirm  may  be  accom- 
plifhed  alfo  in  this  County  ;  and  that  is,  the  Introduction  of  that  ufeful  Tree 
the  White  Mulberry,  which  the  ingenious  and  judicious  Evelyn,  whofe 
Writings  ought  to  recommend  him  to  the  Veneration  of  his  Countrymen, 
alfures  us  may  be  readily  propagated,  and  cultivated  with  equal  Facility,  and 

?  The  Peach ,  which,  in  the  Time  of  Galen,  was  thought  too  tender  for  the  Air  of  Italy, 
grows  all  over  England,  and  properly  cultivated,  to  great  Perfe<flion.  The  Myrtle,  brought  from 
Greece,  flourifhes  in  Cornwall,  Devonfhire,  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  without  Care.  The  common 
Potatoe  came  from  Mexico,  and  yet  thrives  in  every  Part  of  the  three  Kingdoms. 

z  The  Duchies  of  Juliers  and  Bergues,  and  indeed  the  whole  Palatinate,  lie  nearly  in  the  fame 
Climate  with  Hampfhire,  and  the  Soil  of  thefe  Countries  is  not  unlike. 

a  That  Wine  was  made  in  Elfex  before  the  Conqueft  we  have  the  exprefs  Teftimony  of  the 
Domefday  Record.  As  to  Gloucefterfhire,  William  of  Malmfbury  informs  us,  that  the  Wines, 
on  his  own  Experience,  made  there,  were  fuperior  to  all  other  Englifh  Wines,  and  little  inferior 
to  the  French.  The  Wines  made  in  the  Parks  of  Windfor  Caflle  were  of  confiderable  Value, 
and  Tythes  were  paid  for  them  to  the  Abbot  of  Waltham.  Belides  thefe,  we  could  produce 
Proofs  as  to  a  great  many  other  Places. 

b  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  194.  In  his  Time  it  was  the  Seat  of  Lord  Sandes  ;  it  now  belongs 
to  the  Family  of  Chute. 

d  Whoever  confiders  the  great  Improvement  of  Malt  Liquor  by  fhort  Voyages  ;  of  Claret  car- 
ried  to  the  Eafl-Indies ;  and  of  Madeira  by  going  either  to  the  %aft  or  Weft-Indies  before  it  is 
brought  hither,  will  perhaps  fee  no  Caufe  to  fmile. 

d  Whatever  Lofs  the  Revenue  might  fuffer  in  the  Cuftoms,  would,  in  the  fame  Proportion,  and 
in  the  fame  Space  of  Time,  be  recovered  in  the  Excife,  from  the  Number  of  Perfons  that  muft 
neceftarily  be  employed  in  the  Cultivation  of  the  propofed  Vineyards, 


in 
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in  every  refpe&with  as  much  Succefs  here,  as  in  any  other  Part  of  Europe  • 
If  this,  which  is  fo  eafy,  were  effectually  done,  and  the  making  of  Silk 
vigoroufly  carried  on,  it  would  unqueftionably  prove  the  molt  important  Ac- 
quifition  this  Nation  has  ever  feen  ;  for  in  Piedmont  the  Leaves  of  every  Tree 
in  full  Growth  are  certainly  worth  twenty  Shillings  a  Year  f,  many  fay  three  or 
four  times  that  Sum. 

.  / 

There  is  a  Circumftance  which,  at  this  Juncture,  renders  the  Experiment 
moft  evidently  worth  making,  becaufe  it  would  provide  at  once  for  all  the 
Children  which  the  Public  maintains  in  the  Foundling  Hofpital ;  iince  from 
the  Moment  this  Defign  was  brought  to  Perfection,  it  would  enable  thofe 
who  were  fit  to  be  employed  therein,  to  get  not  only  a  competent  Liveli¬ 
hood  for  themfelves,  but  for  the  reft  likewife  s.  It  would  alfo  undoubtedly  af¬ 
ford  a  comfortable  Subfiftence,  without  any  hard  working,  to  aged  and  infirm 
Perfons  of  both  Sexes,  and  prove  thereby  a  great  Relief  to  the  County  K 
Many  of  thofe  worthy  Perfons  who  have  fo  Readily  and  honourably  employed 
their  Time,  and  taken  fuch  laudable  Pains  in  the  Management  of  that  ule- 
ful  Charity,  are  very  competent  Judges  of  the  Propriety  of  this  Propofal ; 
and  would,  I  am  perfuaded,  exert  themfelves  in  carrying  fuch  an  Under¬ 
taking  (if  it  appeared  feafible)  into  Execution;  and  confidering  the  reafonable 
Hope  we  might  entertain  of  the  Blefiing  of  Providence  on  fo  good  a  Work, 
under  their  prudent  and  difinterefted  ConduCt,  I  cannot  help  flattering  my- 
felf  it  would  effectually  fucceed  h  The  Crown,  no  doubt,  would  gracioufly 
beftow  Land  in  New  Foreft  fuflicient  for  the  Eflablifhment  and  imme¬ 
diate  Support  of  a  Manufacture  in  its  Nature  fo  truly  glorious,  and  which, 
at  the  fame  time,  would  become  fo  fpeedily  and  fo  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Nation.  The  Trial  might  be  quickly  made,  and  at  a  very  fmall  Expence, 
indeed  .at  no  Expence  at  all ;  for  if  the  Scheme,  upon  fuch  a  Trial,  Ihould 


«  See  the  Proclamation  of  King  James  the  Firft,  with  the  Advice  of  his  Council,  dated  No¬ 
vember  1 6th,  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  his  Reign.  Samuel  Hartlib’s  Legacy  of  Hufbandry,  p.  69. 
70.  Evelyn’s  Silva,  or  Difcourfe  on  Foreft  Trees,  Book  ii.  chap.  1. 

{  Jofhua  Gee’s  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain  confidered,  chap.  xxx.  His  Sardinian 
Majefty  draws  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum  from  us  in  ready  Money  for  Silk; 
having  laid  fuch  Duties  on  our  Commodities  as  amount  to  a  Prohibition;  and  large  Sums 
from  the  Dutch  and  other  Nations.  Piedmont  is  not  five  times  as  large  as  Hampfhirc. 

8  This  Circumftance  deferves  to  be  particularly  regarded  ;  for,  on  the  one  hand,  as  the  taking 
care  of  deferted  Infants  is  a  very  wifeand  well  inftituted  Charity,  fo,  on  the  other,  the  putting  them 
in  a  Way,  as  foon  as  pofTible,  of  effectually  providing  for  themfelves,  is  a  Piece  of  Juftice  due  to 
the  People  at  whofe  Expence,  a  great  Part  of  which  arifes  from  their  Labour,  thefe  unhappy 
Orphans  have  hitherto  been,  and  are  ftill  fupported. 

h  The  great  Advantage  of  this  Manufacture  is,  that  Man,  Woman,  or  Child,  may  work  at  it, 
and  be  fully  inftruCted  in  a  Day  as  to  what  they  are  to  perform. 

i  The  having  the  Weight  of  fuch  a  Body  of  public-fpirited  refpeCLuble  and  judicious  Perfons 
as  have  the  ConduCt  of  this  Charity ;  the  intereft  of  the  whole  County  of  Southampton,  founded 
on  the  apparent  Advantages  arifing  from  it  to  themfelves ;  together  with  the  Countenance  and 
reafonable  Afliftance  of  the  Legiflature ;  are  Circumftances  which  ought  to  baaiili  Defpair. 

A  a  a  z  be 
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be  found  clogged  with  inluperable,  tho’  unforefeen  Difficulties, the  White  Mul¬ 
berry  is  an  excellent  Kind  of  Timber,  fit  for  a  vaft  Variety  of  Ufes;  and,  parti- 
„  cularly  in  Ship-building,  is  very  little  inferior  to  Oak  K 

In  order,  however,  to  prevent  Delay,  to  bring  the  Matter  to  the  Teft  at  once, 
without  Rifk  or  Charge  to  the  Public,  another  Method  may  be  propofed, 
which  is  this.  If  the  Legiflature  offered  a  Bounty  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  to  any  Society  who  fhould  effablifh  the  Manufacture,  upon  finding 
Security,  when  fo  eftablifhed,  to  take  and  maintain  fuch  a  fettled  Number  of 
Children  annually,  as  the  Foundling  Charity  fhould  fend,  above  a  fixed  Age,, 
for  the  Space  of  feven  or  fourteen  Years,  the  Largenefs  of  the  Sum  would 
probably  excite  an  Experiment;  and  if  the  Defign  was  brought  to  bear,  the 
Undertakers  would  have  a  noble  Reward,  the  Public  an  excellent,  that  is,  a 
very  cheap  Bargain,  and  the  Nation  inexpreflible  Benefit  h  On  the  whole, 
this  mod  plainly  appears  to  be  an  Improvement  of  much  too  great  Confequence 
to  be  overlooked  ;  much  better  fupported,  than  to  be  accounted  a  Commercial 
Chimera ;  and  much  more  eafily  tried,  than  to  be  reje&ed  without  Experi¬ 
ment  by  a  wife  Nation  :  I  will  go  farther,  and  add,  a  Nation  which  has 
hardly  attempted  the  Introduction  of  any  Improvement  with  Spirit  and  Stea- 
dinefs,  in  which  die  has  not  fucceeded  ;  of  which,  if  it  was  not  altogether 
unneceffary,  many  Inftances  might  be  without  Difficulty  produced. 

But  I  have  been  pofitive  fhe  may  accomplish  this.  —  I  repeat  it  —  Let  the 
judicious  Reader  confider. 

In  point  of  FaCt ;  fome  Quantities  of  good  Silk,  but  with  much  Trouble, 
have  been  lately  made  in  the  Dominions  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  alfo 
in  the  Province  of  Scania  in  Sweden.  Before  the  War,  feveral  Hundred¬ 
weight  was  raifed  annually  about  Berlin.  A  much  larger  Quantity  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Drefden,  and  in  other  Parts  of  Saxony  m.  Why  not  in 
England  ?  It  will  be  faid,  that  for  Curiofity  it  has  been  and  may  dill  be 
made.  I  fay  fo  too;  and  will  likewife  add,  has  been  made  'to  as  great  Pro¬ 
fit,  and  with  as  little  Trouble,  as  any- where  in  Europe;  and  for  this  I  can. 


k  Evelyn’s  Silva,  or  Difcourfe  of  Forefl  Trees,'  Book  li.  chap.  ii.  p.  no.  Worlidge’s  Syf- 
f  ;Jn  of  Hufoandry,  p.  1 1 5.  Mortimer’s  whole  Art  of  Hufbandry,  vol.  ii.[chap.  xi.  p.  35.  If 
the  Trees  were  referved  to  the  Crown,  and,  after  thirty.one  Years,  a  Rent  impofed  of  cultivating 
in  an  adjacent  Part  of  the  Foreft  a  certain  Quantity  of  Oak-Timber,  it  would  be  a  vaft  Advani- 
tage  to  the  Public,  and  make  this  Foreft  of  much  more  Ufe,  than,  in  fpite  of  the  Laws  for  that 
Purpofe,  it  ever  hitherto  has  been. 

1  Either  of  thefe  Methods  would  effectually  determine  the  Point,  in  the  Space  of  ten  or  a  dozen 
Years  at  farthefl. 

m  If  it  has  not  fucceeded,  or  fhould  not  fucceed  in  thefe  Countries,  that  Failure  arifes  from 
Caufes  that  do  not  fubfift  here,  and  consequently  proves  nothing  againft  our  Succefs. 

.  bring 
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bring  indubitable  Proofs  n.  Farther  flill  ;  this  Silk  made  here,  not  forty 
Years  ago,  was  as  good  in  Quality  as  the  Piedmontefe  °  ;  and  we  have  now 
two  Engines,  one  at  Derby,  the  other  at  Sherborne,  where  this  Silk  might 
be  converted  into  Organzine,  or  rather  Organcine  p.  This  County,  tho’  but 
a  fifth  of  Piedmont  in  point  of  Size,  yet  from  the  Circumftance  of  its 
having  fo  large  a  Forefl:,  one  fourth  of  which  might  well  be  thus  applied, 
may,  in  this  Light,  be  confidered  as  equal  at  leaft  to  a  third  Part  of  what  is 
there  appropriated  to  the  Cultivation  of  Mulberries ;  and  as  we  take  a  third 
Part  of  their  Silk,  fo,  from  thefe  Premifes,  it  will  appear  no  improbable  Ex¬ 
pectation,  that  we  may,  even  in  Hampfhire,  make  as  much  of  that  Commo¬ 
dity  as  cofis  us  at  prefent  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  annually,  and  more*3. 
But  fome  will  yet  alk,  could  we  make  Silk  as  cheap  ?  If  the  Crown  furni flies 
the  Land  in  New  Forefi:,  the  Trees  will  eofi  nothing :  If  Children,  infirm, 
and  old  People,  whom  the  Public  already  maintain,  can  manage  it,  the  La¬ 
bour  will  coft  nothing1-.  Is  not  this  working  cheap  ?  VVe  may  lofe  our  fo¬ 
reign  Trade  in  Silk,  and  this  will  prejudice  our  Navigation.  No  fuch  thing  ; 
It  will  increafe  both.  We  can  never  hope  to  make  more  than  will  fuffice  for  the 
Warp  of  our  Manufactures  j  in  which,  from  the  Dearnefs  chiefly  of  the  Pied¬ 
montefe  Organcine,  we  are  at  prefent  cramped  ;  and  the  having  this,  would 
enable  us  to  employ,  and  confequently  induce  us  to  import,  immenfe  Quan¬ 
tities  of  China  and  Levant  Silk  for  Woof,  which  would  augment  our  India, 
and  revive  our  Turkey  Trade  *.  But  would  not  this  difeourage  our  Colonies 
in  railing  Silk  ?  The  very  reverfe.  They  would  probably  double  their  En¬ 
deavours  upon  this  j  and,  being  fure  of  a  Market  for  all  they  could  make,, 

n  Philofophical  Tranfafrions  of  the  Royal  Society,  n°.  cxxxiil.  Dr.  Beal,  a  Very  Ingenious 
worthy  Clergyman,  the  HALES  of  thofe  Times,  affirms,  that  before  A.  D.  1677,  Silkworms 
had  been  tried  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon,  and  in  the  North  of  Cheihire,  in  England,  as  alfo 
in  the  County  of  Cavan  in  the  Province  of  Ulfter,  in  Ireland',  and  did  perfectly  well :  They  mads 
Mittens,  Stockens,  and  Waiflcoats,  but  failed  thro’  Want  of  Mulberry  Trees. 

o  Philofophical  TranfaCtions  of  the  Royal  Society,  n°.  ecclxii.  Mr.  Henry  Barham  acquaints 
Sir  Hans  Sloane,  that  in  the  Months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  1719,  he  had  made  with  much 
Eafe,  akChelfea,  as  good  Silk,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Dealers  in  the  Commodity,  as  any  from 
Piedmont.  He  fays  farther,  that  the  Worms  produced  from  an  Ounce  of  Eggs  will  make  fifteen 
Pounds  of  fine  Silk,  which  is  twice  as  much  as  they  make  in  Languedoc  and  Provence,  and  more 
than  they  make  even  in  Calabria,  where  the  Worm  is  ftronger  than  in  any  Part  of  Italy.  He 
adds,  Experience  has  taught  him  that  we  may  have  Silkworms  twice  a  Year,  and  that  the  Mul¬ 
berry  will  bear  Leaves  twice  without  Prejudice  to  Trees  or  Fruit. 

p  This  is  another  Advantage  we  had  not  formerly,  and,  as  the  Invention  was  purchafed  very 
wilely  by  the  Public,  we  confequently  may  have  many  of  them. 

9  The  King  of  Sardinia  is  a  wife  and  good  Prince  ;  yet  he  compels  us  to  pnrehafe  Silk,  and 
takes  Cloth  from  the  French;  not  that  he  either  hates  us,  or  has  any  Predileftion  for  them,  but 
becaufe  he  loves  his  own  Subjects  better  than  either.  In  this  he  is  certainly  right,  and  tho’ we 
cannot  have  his  Silk  without  parting  with  our  Silver,  yet,  from  his  Example,  we  may  learn  a 

Leffon  worth  them  both - To  Rudy  our  own  Intereft,  and  improve  our  own  Country. 

r  This  is  another  Advantage ;  as  from  being  a  Burthen  upon,  it  makes  thefe  (otherwife  helplefs 
Perfans)  become  a  great  Benefit  to  the  Public. 

s  The  Reader  will  obferve  China  Silk  is  much  cheaper  than  the  Piedmont,  and  the  Levant  Silk 
is  purchafed  with  our  own  Commodities  and  Manufactures. 
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do  their  utmofl,  that  in  Time  they  might  underfell  the  Chinefe  and  Turks : 
And  as  our  Silk  Manufactures,  or  rather  Manufactures  made  of  Silk,  are 
already  efteemed,  even  in  Italy,  except  as  to  Cheapnefs,  the  very  belt  in 
Europe  t,  we  fhould,  in  the  next  Century,  become  as  fully  poffefTed  of  this,  as 
ever  we  were  of  the  Woollen  Manufacture. 

When  the  candid  and  judicious  Reader  fhall  have  maturely  weighed  the 
Arguments,  FaCts,  and  Authorities,  which,  in  as  narrow  a  Compafs  as  it  is 
poffible,  have  been  laid  before  him,  I  perfuade  myfelf  he  will  join  with  me 
in  wifhing,  that,  upon  fuch  Evidence  of  Probability,  fome  effectual  Trial 
may  be  made  whether  this  great  Improvement  might  not  be  profecuted  with 
Succefs ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  protefl  againft  Inattention  and  Indolence 
urging  the  NegleCt,  or  even  the  Delay,  of  this  Trial,  as  Proofs  of  my  being 
a  falfe  Prophet.  RefleCt  on  our  Slownefs,  Errors,  and  political  Miftakes,  in 
regard  to  our  natural  Staple,  Wool:  Remember  how  lately,  and,  except 
in  Ireland,  with  what  Difficulty,  any  Encouragements  have  been  procured  for 
Linen,  which  might  be  as  much  our  own ;  and  then  a  right  Judgment  may 
be  formed  as  to  Silk.  Thefe  are  Things  of  a  public  Nature,  which  nothing 
but  true  Public-Spirit  can  fupport.  National  Advantages,  which,  by  fupplying 
Employment  and  Subliftence  to  many,  would  augment  our  Numbers,  and 
render  our  People,  however  numerous,  happy  u.  Party  or  partial  Views  have 
no  room  in  fuch  Propolals;  fince  it  is  evident  that  if  all,  or  any  of  thefe  Im¬ 
provements  fhould  be  introduced,  and  found  to  thrive  here,  they  could  not 
long  be  confined  to  Hampfhire  :  But  it  is  of  great  Confequence  that  they 
fhould  be  begun  where  they  are  molt  likely  to  fucceed,  and  where  they  would 
beft  deferve  that  Encouragement,  which  it  would  be  equally  neceffary  and  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  Public  to  give. 

In  the  former  Chapter  we  have  fpoken  of  all  the  Harbours  in  this  County 
except  Portfmouth,  which  was  rel'erved  for  this  Place.  The  Romans  are 
believed  to  have  bellowed  a  Name  on  this  Harbour,  which  many  of  our  moft 
learned  Antiquaries  (tho’  fome  are  of  another  Opinion)  take  to  be  the  Por- 
tus  Magnus  of  Ptolemy,  or  Portus  Adurni,  or  Madurni,  of  the  Notitia  w.  But 
then  the  Town  to  which  the  Harbour  belonged  was  not  Portfmouth,  but 
Caer  Peris,  or  Port  Chefter,  flan  ding  on  the  main  Land  a  little  to  the  Weft  of 
Portfmouth,  which  was  anciently  a  very  remarkable  and  very  ftrong  Place, 

1  If  this  Fa&  is  difputed,  any  intelligent  Perfon,  who  has  been  in  Italy,  will  give  Teftimony  for 
me,  that  to  put  off  their  own  Goods,  the  Natives  call  them  Englifh. 

u  It  was  againft  the  popular  Opinion,  and,  which  is  much  more,  againft  the  Sentiments  of  fome 
-very  able  Men,  that  Silk  was,  by  that  incomparable  Monarch  Henry  IV.  introduced  into  France 
by  a  kind  of  Force  ;  and  was,  after  all,  not  brought  to  that  State  of  Perfeftion  in  which  it  now 
flands  but  thro’  the  indefatigable  Attention  of  Colbert  fupported  by  the  irrefiftible  Power  of  Lewis 
the  XIV.  So  regardlefs  are  a  People  under  defpotic  Government  of  their  own  Interefts. 

w  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  193.  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  2 68, 
JJaxteri  Gioftarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  198. 
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undoubtedly  Roman,  and  in  far  later  Times  a  Parliamentary  Borough.  But 
being  gradually  left  by  the  Sea  has  been  long,  declining, having  nothing  to  dif- 
tinguifh  it  but  an  old  and  ftrong  Caftle  built  for  its  Defence,  when  it  was- 
of  greater  Confequence  than  it  is  now  x.  On  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Harbour 
lies  the  Ifland  of  Portfea,  about  fourteen  Miles  in  Compafs,  fertile  in  Corn, 
and  very  pleafant,  furrounded  at  High-water  on  all  Sides  by  the  Seay  but  united 
to  the  Continent  at  the  northern  Extremity  by  Portbridge,  which  was  formerly’ 
defended  by  a  Fortrefs  )\ 


At  the  South-Weft  Extremity  of  the  Iftand  ftands  the  Town  of  Portf- 
mouth,  fuppofed  to  receive  its  Name  from  Port,  a  famous  Saxon  Chieftain^, 
who,  A.  D.  501,  landed  here  with  his  two  Sons  z.  It  made  a  confiderable 
Figure  in  the  Time  of  the  Saxons ;  and  from  the  Utility  of  its  Situation,-, 
was  highly  favoured  by  all  our  Monarchs  of  the  Norman  Line ;  was  incor¬ 
porated,  and  became  alfo  a'  Parliamentary  Borough  a.  In  the  Reign  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Third  it  was  in  a  very  flourishing  State ;  but,  A.  D.  1338,  in  the 
very  fame  Reign,  was  burned  by  the  French,  when  that  Monarch,  which- 
was  afterwards  ratified  by  King  Richard  the  Second,  forgave  the  Inhabitants  a 
Debt,  and  remitted  their  Fee-farm  for  ten  Years,  within  which  Space  they  fo 
recovered  themfelves  as  to  equip  a  Squadron,  which  failed  into  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  Sein,  funk  two  Ships,  and  brought  away  a  great  Booty  b..  The 
lingular  Excellence  of  its  Port,  and  the  Convenience  of  fitting  out  Fleets  from 
thence  in  the  Time  of  a  French  War,  induced  Edward  the  Fourth  to  think 
of  fortifying  it,  as  he  actually,  infome  meafure,  did  ;  which  Fortifications  were 
farther  carried  on  by  Richard  the  Third.  But  King  Henry  the  Seventh  was 
the  firft  who  fettled  a  Garrifon  therein;  which  was  increafed,  and  the  Place 
made  ftill  ftronger,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  who  had  a  great 
Dock  there,  wherein  was  built  the  Henry  Grace  de  Dieu,  which  was  the 
largeft  Ship  in  the  Navy  of  his  Time.  The  fame  Monarch,  remarkably 

x  Nennii  Hifroria  Britonum,  apud  Galei  Script,  vol.  i.  p.  11$.  Lelandi  Colle&anea,  tom.  il. 
p.  2 6,  43.  Browne  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentary,  vol.  i.  in  his  Preface,  p.  37. 

y  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  82.  Collins’s  Difcourfe  on  Salt  and  Fifhery,  p.  69.  How..' 
ever  Cuftom  may  reconcile  us  to  it,  Portfea  Ifland  is  a  Pleonafm,  for,  in  the  Saxon,  Portfea  iignifie s 
the  Ifland  of  Port.  Baxter  derides  the  Story  of  Port,  and  treats  the  Saxon  Hiflory  as  uncertain 
and  confufed.  But  when  we  confider  Portland,  Portfea,  Portfmouth,  Portdowne,  &c.  they 
plainly  confirm  what  the  Saxon  Chronicle  and  all  our  antient  Writers  aflert,  that  they  derived  thefe 
Names  from  that  Saxon  Captain,  who,  landing  here  with  his  Forces,  fettled  and  poflefled  all  thefe 
Places  and  the  Country  adjacent. 

z  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  17,  23.  209,  33.  218,  40.  Robert  of  Gloucefier’s  Chronicle, 
p.  164,  227.  Lambardes  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dff ionary,  p.  268,  269. 

1  Triveti- Annales,  tom.  i.  p,  2.79,  280.  Lelandi  Colle&anea,  vol.  ii.  p.  43,  292.  Cotton’s 
Abridgement  of  the  Records,  p.  20.  Lambardes  Hiflorical  and  Topographical  Di& ionary,  p, 
268.  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentary,  vol  i.  p.  12.  in  t.he  Preface. 

b  See  the  Roll  of  King  Edward’s  Fleet  in  Hackluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  1 19.  Walter!  Hemingford  Chro- 
nicon,  p.  282.  Mag.  Rot.  2  R.  II.  Suthamtefhire,  m.  2.  where  it  appears  he  only  confirmed  his 
Grandfather’s  Remiffion. 
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attentive  to  the  Security  of  all  maritime  Places,  built  what  is  now  called 
South-Sea  Caftle,  for  the  Protection  of  this  <\  The  Improvements  made  here 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  were  much  fuperior  to  all  thefe.  King 
Charles  the  Second,  after  his  Reftoration,  directed  great  Alterations,  eftablifhed 
new  Docks  and  Yards,  raifed  feveral  Forts,  and  fortified  them  after  the  modem 
Manner  ;  which  Works  were  augmented  under  his  Brother’s  Reign  <k  Not- 
withftanding  this,  King  William  directed  likewife  frefh  Alterations  and  Addi¬ 
tions  j  and  fucceeding  Princes,  following  his  Example,  have,  at  a  large  Ex¬ 
pence,  extended  thefe  Fortifications,  and  taken  in  a  vaft  deal  of  Ground;  fo 
that  it  is  at  prefent,  as  the  Importance  of  the  Place  deferves,  the  mod  regular 
Fortrefs  in  Britain ;  and,  as  it  cannot  be  effectually  attacked  by  Sea,  may 
jufily  be  efteemed  impregnable  e, 

This  Haven  is  fo  well  known  as  to  require  no  particular  Defcription  in 
a  Work  of  this  kind  :  Yet  from  its  Excellency,  and  that  we  may  juftify 
what  has  been  advanced  in  regard  to  the  Superiority  of  fome  of  our  Ports, 
we  will  examine  it  by  the  CharaCteriftics  of  a  perfeCt  Harbour,  laid  down 
from  the  ableft  Writers  on  naval  Affairs ;  premifing,  that  they  give  thefe  only 
as  ideal  Marks  of  what,  according  to  their  Conceptions,  fhould  belong  to  a 
Place  deferving  that  Title,  and  that  the  comparative  Value  of  thofe  that  really 
exift ,  may  be  the  better  underffood  K  The  firft  then  is,  that  it  be  fo 
fi  mated,  and  of  fuch  a  Figure,  as  to  be  fecure  from  all,  or  at  lead  from  mod 
Winds  g.  The  Harbour  of  Portfmouth  is  fo  covered  by  the  Towns  of  Ports¬ 
mouth  and  Gofport,  the  Common,  the  Block-Houfe,  Gun-Wharf,  Dock- 
Yard,  Plantations,  and  the  high  Hill  of  Portfdown,  that  the  Wind  cannot 
blow  from  any  Point  of  the  Compafs  to  the  Detriment  of  Ships  at  Anchor 
therein.  The  fecond  Rule  is,  that  it  be  of  a  proper  Depth,  fo  that  Ships  of 
any  Size  may  lie  fecurely  without  raking  their  Bottoms  h.  This  Port  is  fo 
deep  that  a  firft  Rate  can  ride  at  the  lowed  Ebb  without  touching  the  Ground  ; 
and  as  die  lies  at  Anchor,  fire  can  take  in  her  Sea-Stores  and  Guns,  and  be 
at  Sea  in  Half  an  Hour. 

The  third  is,  that  the  Bottom  be  found  and  fit  for  Anchorage!.  In  refpeCf 
to  tins,  no  Harbour  can  more  exactly  anfwer  the  Defcription  than  that  of 

c  Iceland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  80.  Stukeley’s  Itjnerarium  Curlofura,  p.  186. 

d  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  193.  Additions  to  the  Englifti  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 
Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  12. 

c  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  186,  187.  and  all  the  modern  Defcriptions  of  this  cele¬ 
brated  Place,  not  excepting  thofe  of  the  French  Writers. 

i  Joan.  Bapt.  Riccioli  Geographic  &,Hydrographiae,  lib.  xii.  in  Folio,  Bononise  1661.  Ru- 
berto  Dudleo  del  Arcano  del  Mare,  &c.  Firenze,  2  tom.  1630,  1646.  Bernardi  Varenii  Geogra- 
phia  generaiis,  in  qua  AfFettiones  generales  Telluris  explicantur,  edita  et  illuflrata  ab  If.  New- 
ton,  Octavo,  Cantabrigia2  1672. 

6  Hydrographie  du  P.  Fournier,  liv.  ii.  chap.  3.  p.  47. 

£  Finckleri  Quadripartita  Mandudfio,  p.  40. 

\  Georgii  Hornii  DiiTertationes  Hiftorics  et  Politico,  DiUcrt.  x.  p.  64. 
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Portfmouth.  The  next  requires  that  there  be  no  hidden  Rocks,  Shelves, 
Sands,  or  other  troublefome  Impediments  K  From  all  thefe  this  Haven  is  in- 
tirely  exempt.  The  fifth  demands  that  it  fhould  be  capacious,  fo  as  to  hold 
a  large  Number  of  Ships  with  Eafe  and  Safety  ;  and,  if  poffible,  divided 
into  feveral  Branches  f  This  noble  Port  is  fo  fpacious,  that  it  can  con¬ 
veniently  contain  the  whole  Royal  Navy,  or  at  lead  as  great  a  Part  thereof 
as  is  ever  laid  up  in  ordinary.  The  main  Plarbour  runs  up  dire&ly  two  Miles 
in  Length  from  South  to  North,  and  then  feparates  into  two  Branches,  one 
-running  North-North- Wed,  and  the  other  North-Ead,  each  of  them  nearly 
of  the  fame  Extent. 

The  fixth  requifite  is,  that  there  be  no  Bars  or  other  Obdrudtions  to  embar- 
rafs  its  Entrance,  and  which  may  render  the  Accefs  difficult  or  dangerous  m. 
Portfmouth  Harbour  is  not  broader  at  the  Mouth  than  the  Thames  at  Wed- 
minder;  and  as  the  Water  hows  feven,  and  ebbs  but  five  Hours,  the  Flux  is 
greater  out  than  in,  fo  that  the  Bottom  is  always  fcouring,  and  the  Water 
running  out  at  an  Angle  throws  the  Bar  to  the  South-Wed,  which  is  called 
the  Spit,  an-d  leaves  a  deep  Chanel,  clofe  under  Shore,  to  South-Sea 
Cadle.  The  next  demands,  that  the  Sides,  or  the  Mouth,  be  well  pro¬ 
tected  by  Forts,  Blockhoufes,  and  other  Fortifications,  more  efpecially  if 
it  be  feated  immediately  upon  the  Sea  n.  There  is  fcarce  any  thing  in  this 
refpect  wanting  that  could  be  widied  at  Portfmouth ;  for  if  attacked  by  Sea, 
the  Enemies  Ships  mud  come  direCtly  under  South-Sea  Cadle,  and  be  after¬ 
wards  expofed  to  a  long  Train  of  Cannon  from  the  Town  and  the  Block- 
houfe,  which  mud  rake  them  fore  and  aft,  for  a  Mile  together,  before  they 
reach  the  Haven’s  Mouth  ;  and  when  dopped  there,  liable  to  their  accumu¬ 
lated  and  condant  Fire.  The  eighth  is,  that  it  have  a  Pharos  or  Light-houfe, 
or  other  confpicuous  Sea-Marks  °.  Portfmouth  is  as  much  didinguiffied  in  this 
as  in  any  of  the  other  Particulars, 

The  ninth  Pofition  is,  that  there  be  an  Arfenal  for  building  and  repairing 
Ships,  commodious  in  all  refpeCts,  and  more  efpecially  for  launching  them?. 
The  Yard  of  Portfmouth  is  fo  convenient  that  it  has  fcarce  its  equal.  Here 
are  four  Docks,  one  of  them  fo  large  as  to  admit  two  capital  Ships  at  a  time; 
fo  that  five  may  be  docked  and  cleaned  in  a  Day  while  the  Spring  Tides 
continue;  that  is,  between  forty  and  fifty  in  a  Month  ;  and  the  Improvements 
made  here  for  fetting  of  Mads,  and  rigging  with  the  utmod  Diipatch,  are 

k  Hydrograghie  du  P.  Fournier,  liv.  ii.  chap.  3.  p.  47. 

1  Finckleri  Quadrupartita  Manudu&io,  p.  40. 
m  Hydrographie  du  P.  Fournier,  liv.  ii.  chap.  3.  p.  40. 

“  Georgii  Hornii  Diflertadones  Hidoricae  et  Politics;,  DifTert.  x.  p.  65. 

0  Hydrographie  du  P.  Fournier,  liv.  ii.  chap.  3.  p.  40.  Finckleri  Quadrupartita  Manudwfh'o 
p.  40. 

F  Georgii  Hornii  Diflcrtadones  Hiitoricas  et  Politics,  DifTert.  x.  p.  65. 
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fuch  as  would  demand  a  long  Defcription.  The  next  is,  that  there  be  Plen¬ 
ty  of  naval  Stores,  Ammunition,  and  Provifions  of  every  Sort It  maybe 
affirmed,  that  there  is  no  Place  in  Europe  where  thefe  are  to  be  found  bet¬ 
ter  in  their  refpedtive  Kinds,  in  larger  Quantities,  or  in  more  complete  Order? 
infomuch,  that  they  adonifh  ordinary  Spectators,  and  yet  are  molt  admired 
by  thofe  by  whom  they  are  bed  underdood.  It  is  farther  required,  that  in 
the  Night  Seafon,  or  in  Time  of  Danger,  there  may  be  a  Boom  or  Chain 
in  Readinefs  to  fecure  the  Entrance  r.  This  there  alfo  is  at  Portfmouth,  lying 
at  the  Bottom  of  the  Harbour’s  Mouth,  which  can  be  raifed  and  fadened  im¬ 
mediately  on  both  Sides,  fo  as  to  dop  any  naval  Force,  which  mud  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Artillery  of  the  Town,  Block-Houfe,  and  Gun-Wharf ;  which 
lad  contains  all  the  Cannon  of  the  Ships  in  ordinary,  and  where  a  mod: 
dedru&ive  Battery  may  be  raifed  at  Pleafure. 

The  lad  is,  that  there  be  a  condant  and  fufficient  Garrifon  for  the  Secu¬ 
rity  of  the  Port,  againd  any  fudden  Attempt  to  furprize,  or  any  Defcent 
that  may  be  made  in  order  to  reduce  it  This  alfo  there  is  at  Portfmouth  ; 
which  is  now  a  Town  regularly  fortified  in  the  modern  Stile ;  and  the  Com¬ 
mon,  Dock- Yard,  and  Gun-Wharf,  are  likewife  fo  efte&ually  fecured,  that 
it  would  neceffarily  require  a  very  numerous  Army  to  inved  and  befiege  it; 
nor  could  it  then  be  taken  without  affording  Time  fufficient  for  its  Relief. 
But  how  fuch  a  Defcent  fhould  be  made,  at  lead  in  our  Days,  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive t.  Thus  it  appears  that  Portfmouth  derives  from  Nature  all  the 
Prerogatives  the  mod  fertile  Wits,  and  mod  intelligent  Judges  could  devife  or 
defire  ;  and  that  thefe  have  been  feconded  by  Art,  without  Confideration  of 
Expence,  which,  in  national  Improvements,  is  little  to  be  regarded.  Add  to 
all  this,  the  driking  Excellence  of  its  Situation,  which  is  fuch,  as  if  Provi¬ 
dence  had  exprefsly  determined  it  for  that  Ufe  to  which  we  fee  it  applied, 
the  bridling  the  Power  of  France,  and,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  the  peculiar  Refi- 
dence  of  NEPTUNE. 

i 

A  further,  indeed  a  very  capital  Convenience  to  the  Harbour  of  Portf¬ 
mouth,  is  the  fafe  and  fpacious  Road  of  Spithead,  which  lies  between  the 
Continent  of  Hampfhire  and  the  Ide  of  Wight,  and  is  about  twenty  Miles 
in  Length,  and,  in  fome  Places,  no  lefs  than  three  in  Breadth ;  fo  that  it 
is  capable  of  holding  a  thoufand  Ships  at  a  Time,  without  the  lead  Diffi- 

s  Hydrographie  du  P.  Fournier,  liv.  ii.  chap.  3.  p.  40.  Knckleri  Quadrupartita  Manududio, 
p.  40. 

r  Georgii  Hornii  DifTertationes  Hidoricae  et  Politics,  Didert.  x.  p.  65. 

s  Hydrographie  du  P.  Fournier,  liv.  ii.  chap.  5.  p.40.  Georgii  Hornii  DifTertationes  Hidorics 
ct  Political,  DifTert.  x.  p.  65.  Finckleri  Quadrupartita  Manudodio,  p.40. 

c  Camden’s  Britannia  in  Englifh,  the  lad  Edition,  by  Bifhop  Gibf'on,  vol.  i.  col.  145.  Atlas 
Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p,  11.  Cutler’s  Coading  Pilot,  p.  11.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Cu- 
riofum,  p.  186.  All  the  modern  Defcriptions  of  Portfmouth. 

culty 
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culty  or  Danger  u.  It  is  defended  from  all  Winds  blowing  from  the  Weft 
to  the  South-Eaft,  by  the  high  Lands  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  and  from  the 
Winds  of  the  oppofite  Quarter  by  the  main  Land  of  Hampfhire,  the  Town 
of  Portfmouth  fronting  the  middle  of  the  Road.  The  very  Sands  in  its 
Neighbourhood  contribute  to  its  Safety ;  as,  for  Inftance,  the  Spit,  lying  to 
the  North,  breaks  the  Sea  on  that  Side,  as  the  Horfes  Bank  does  to  the  Eaft, 
and  No-Man’s-Land  and  the  Mother  Bank  on  the  South.  As  to  the  Bot¬ 
tom,  it  is  perfectly  found  and  good,  and  the  Flux  and  Reflux  of  the  Sea 
repairs  all  the  Injuries  done  by  the  Anchors  w.  The  Reader  will  be  pleafed 
to  remark,  that  the  Limits  of  this  Road  are  exactly  diftinguifhed  by  Buoys 
properly  placed  j  fo  that  here,  as  well  as  in  refpe<ft  to  the  King’s  Yard  and 
the  Harbour,  the  Angular  Security  and  admirable  Congruity  of  every  thing  has 
induced  the  Sailors,  a  fenflble  tho’  not  a  ceremonious  Sort  of  People,  to  exprefs 
the  Eafe  and  Safety  they  enjoy,  by  calling  it  the  King’s  Bed-chamber  *. 
The  Reader,  I  fay-,  will  remark,  that  all  this  arifes  from  the  Additions  to, 
and  Improvements  made  by  Art,  on  the  Advantages  bountifully  beftowed  by 
Nature  ;  and  this  in  a  long  Series  of  Years,  after  much  Obfervation,  and  with 
a  large  Expence.  This  ought  to  difpofe  a  wife  Nation  not  to  negledt  natural 
Benefits  in  other  Places;  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  temporary  Difappointments; 
and,  above  all,  not  to  grudge  the  ifluing,  for  a  fhort  Space,  great  Sums  to  a 
fmall  Number  of  People  who  labour  for  the  Benefit  of  the  whole.  Public  Spi¬ 
rit  and  extenfive  Views,  are  the  Wings,  upon  which  free  States  foar,  to  bound- 
lefsj  and  till  thefe  extinguish,  endlefs  Empire. 

T  ii  e  County  of  Sufiex  next  demands  our  Notice.  It  is  thought  to  have 
been  but  thinly  peopled  in  antient  Times,  a  great  Part  of  it  being  taken  up 
by  that  prodigious  Foreft,  called,  in  the  Britifli  Language,  Coid  Andred,  and, 
in  the  Saxon  Tongue,  Andredes-wald  y.  The  Inhabitants  on  the  Sea-Coaft 
l'eem  to  have  fubmitted  early  to  the  Romans,  who  ftiled  them  the  Regni, 
which,  a  very  learned  and  judicious  Antiquarian  thinks,  ought  rather  to  be 

u  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  n.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarlum  Curiofum  p ,  1 8 7 .  See  alfo  Plate  82 
in  the  fame  Book.  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  xviii.  p.  497,  498.  to  which  I  have  been  more 
obliged  than  to  all  other  Accounts  whatever. 

w  The  Road  of  St.  Helen’s  is  very  good,  and  our  Fleets  in  Time  of  War  frequently  ride  there; 
but  when  the  Wind  blows  from  certain  Points  it  is  not  altogether  fecure,  and  then,they  repair  to 
S  pithead. 

x  It  cannot  be  expe&ed,  indeed  it  is  not  in  Nature,  that  anyone  Place  (hould  enjoy  all  Advan¬ 
tages  without  being  fubjedt  to  fome  Inconvenience;  and  yet  it  was  long  ago  objected  to  Spithead,  and 
that  Objection  has  been  of  late  revived,  that  a  Itrong  Well:  Wind  will  not  fuffer  a  Squa¬ 
dron  to  fail  from  thence.  It  feems  to  be  no  great  Pifcovery  that  Ships  cannot  fail  again!!  the 
Wind:  The  only  Remedy  therefore  is  to  improve  and  fortify  other  Pvrts,  where  Squadrons  may 
ride  unexpofed  to  this  Difficulty. 

y  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  14,  21.  15,  2.  57,  1.  Hen.  Hunting.  Hift.  lib.  v.  Baxteri  Glof- 
farium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  15. 
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wrote  Rend  The  prefent  Appellation  is  plainly  derived  from  its  Situation, 
and  its  Conquerors  the  Saxons.  Under  all  its  different  Mahers  this  Country 
altered  its  Appearance  lefs  than  any,  continuing  to  be  but  in  a  manner  half 
inhabited  till  the  Norman  Conqueft,  when,  in  the  Partition  of  Manors,  a  certain 
Quantity  of  this  Weald,  or  wild  Country,  was  added  to  each,  not  for  the 
Habitation  of  Men,  but  for  the  Feeding  of  Swine  and  other  Purpofes  a. 
This  feems  to  have  been  copied  from  the  Saxon  Divifion,  that  was,  into  fix 
Rapes,  which  were  fo  many  Stripes  of  Land,  from  North  to  South,  parallel 
to  each  other,  from  the  Edge  of  Hampflxire  to  the  Borders  of  Kent,  in  each 
of  which  there  was  a  Foreft,  a  Caftle,  a  great  Town,  and  a  River  b.  Thefe 
Remarks  fufliciently  demonftrate  that  our  Anceftors  added  with  great  Pru¬ 
dence  in  the  Diflxibution  of  Shires,  and  the  Diftrids  into  which  they  were 
fubdivided.  They  likewife  fhew,  that  as  the  Fitnefs  of  Things  was  their 
Rule,  fo  the  Conveniency  of  it  being  apparent,  it  came  from  thence  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  in  ail  fucceeding  Changes  c.  It  alfo  proves,  that  the  Soil  has  a  peculiar 
Tendency  to  produce  Wood,  which  has  flourifhed  here  even  from  the  remotefl 
Times,  and  for  which  it  is  hill  better  adapted  than  for  any  other  Produdion. 

It  feems  reafonable  therefore  to  argue  from  hence,  that  where  Land  is  natu¬ 
rally  apt  to  call  Wood,  the  Attempt  is  vain  and  unprofitable  to  force  it  either  into 
Arable  or  Failure ;  more  efpecially  confidering  the  many  Ufes  we  have  for 
Timber,,  the  growing  Scarcity  of  it,  and  the  vafl  Sums  that  are  annually 
carried  into  foreign  Countries  in  order  to  purchafe  it,  the  Price  riling,  and  we 
in  fome  meafure  obliged  to  come  up  to  the  Price,  be  that  what  it  will  d. 

The  Sea-Coafls  of  Suffex  are  flat,  the  Climate  fomewhat  heavy,  and  the 
Soil  fertile.  The  Country,  elevating  itfelf  from  the  Sea,  riles  into  what  are 
called  the  Downs,  which  are  rich  Chalk-Hills,  upon  which  the  Air  is  admi¬ 
rably  pure  and  wholfome,  and  thefe  are  continually  covered  with  fine  ’ 
fweet  Grafs.  The  Profped  from  thence  is  wonderfully  pleafant,  over  wide 
fpread  Meadows,  arable  Ground,  and  lovely  Groves,  every-where  intermingled 
with  living  Streams.  Farther  to  the  North  lie  thofe  numerous  Woods,  the 
furviving  Remains  of  that  vafl;  Forefl:  with  which  a  much  greater  Part  of  Suf- 

2  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  219.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitalum  Britannicarum,  p.  202.  he 
derives  it  from  the  Britifh  WordRheng,  which  anfwers  to  our  Rank,  and,  as  he  thinks,  alludes 
to  their  being  fettled  in  a  Line  along  the  Sea  Shore.  Salmon,  in  his  New  Survey  of  England, 

p.  52,  approves  this  Etymology. 

a-  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  21K  The  Enrichment  of  the  Weald  of  Kent,  by 
G.  Markham,  London  1683,  40.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

b  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  219*  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol., 9.  Fuller’s  Wor¬ 
thies  in  Suffex,  p.  97. 

c  See  the  Difcourfe  of  James  Ley  Efq;  afterwards  Earl  of  Marlborough,  publifhed  by  Mr. 
Hearne. 

Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  the  feventh,.  Evelyn’s  Silva,  chap..  viL  Smith  on  Hu  (band  ry. 
and  Trade,  p.  9,. 
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fex  was  once  overfproad  e.  The  Commodities  which  are  here  to  be  found  in 
the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  are,  Talc,  Chalk,  excellent  Free-done,  Iron  Ore  of 
different  Sorts,  and  in  great  Exuberance  C  They  have  alfo,  upon  the  Surface, 
plentiful  Harveds  of'  every  kind  of  Grain  ;  but  more  efpecially  prodigious 
Crops  of  Oats  j  infomuch,  that  a  Century  ago,  there  were  annually  fold  near 
thirty  thoufand  Quarters  of  Wheat,  Barley,  Malt,  and  Oats,  at  Chicheder 
Market  g.  Add  to  thefe  Hops,  which  grow  to  great  Perfection ;  and  we 
might  alfo  add  Hemp,  for  which  no  Soil  is  fitter. 

On  the  Downs  feed  innumerable  Flocks  of  Sheep,  in  refpeCt  of  which  it  is 
hard  to  fay,  whether  their  Fleece  or  their  Flefli  be  mod  delicate.  Horfes  and 
Black-Cattle  they  have  in  Abundance,  and  employ  them  both  in  drawing  Car¬ 
riages  of  feveral  Sorts,  particularly  thofe  which  are  ufed  in  conveying  Timber, 
and  which  are  faid  to  require  fometimes  a  Team  of  twenty  Oxen  or  more  h. 
Their  Rivers  abound  with  mod  admirable  Fidi ;  and,  in  this  refpeCt,  the  Sea 
upon  their  Coads  is  not  lefs  famous,  more  efpecially  for  many  Kinds  of  Shell— 
Fidi,  in  the  taking  of  which  Numbers  are  employed,  and  from  whofe  Labours 
no  defpicable  Profits  arile.  Upon  the  whole,  we  may,  without  exceeding 
Truth,  affirm,  that  this  is  a  rich,  pleafant,  and  fruitful  County  ;  which,  not- 
withdanding,  is  capable  of  very  great  Improvements,  and  thofe  too  fuch,  as 
would  render  it  far  fuperior  to  what  it  now  is,  and  be  at  the  fame  Time  highly 
ufeful  to  the  whole  Nation  h 

As  to  the  Manufactures  of  Suffex  they  depend  principally  upon  its  Timber, 
which  is  excellent  in  its  Nature,  has  been  here  formerly  in  immenfe  Quanti¬ 
ties,  and,  tho’  now  confiderably  diminifhed,  is  dill  plentiful,  in  comparifon 
of  fome  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  k.  Small  Veffeis  of  different  Sizes  are 
built  at  Newhaven  ;  and,  in  proportion  as  that  Port  improves,  this  Trade  will 
increafe.  At  New  Shoreham  Veffeis  of  a  larger  Size,  fome  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Navy,  but  mod  for  the  Merchants  Service,  are  condruCted.  The  Demand  of 
late  for  thefe  is  fo  great,  and  the  People  here  fo  indudrious,  that  it  is  afferted, 
there  is  fometimes  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  Perfon  who  receives  Alms,  a  Circum- 
dance  worthy  not  only  of  Praile,  but  Attention  and  Imitation.  This  diews 

e  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  57.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  51  — 
91.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  195. 

f  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  SulTex,  p.  97.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Beawes’s  Mer¬ 
chant’s  Direffory,  p.  583. 

§  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  SulTex,  p.  97.  Broome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,, 
p.  hi.  p.  274. 

h  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilh.  Empire,  fol.  9.  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of 
Camden's  Britannia.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  51 — 62 

i  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  219 — 22.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  SulTex,  p.  98.  Childrey’s  Britannia 
Baconica,  p.  59. 

k  Samuel  Hartlib’s  Legacy,  p.46-  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  195,  All  the  modem 
DefcriptLons  of  SulTex. 
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what  might  be  farther  done,  in  cafe,  from  the  Affiftance  given  by  the  Public 
which  we  have  mentioned  in  a  former  Chapter,  thofe  Harbours  can  be  gra¬ 
dually  brought  into  a  better  State  than  they  now  are  l ;  or,  which  would  be 
ftill  more  beneficial,  if  a  larger  and  deeper  Port  could  be,  at  any  Expence, 
made  in  any  other  Part  of  the  County.  The  other  great  Manufacture  of  Suf- 
fex  is  Iron,  which  is  ftill  carried  on  in  feveral  Places,  and  has  been  carried  on  in 
many  more.  Iron  Cannon,  Bombs,  Bullets,  &c.  are  caft  to  a  vaft  Value  not 
far  from  Lewes,  to  which  they  are  brought  down  by  the  River  Oufe.  At 
Bakeley  and  at  Breed  they  make  prodigious  Quantities  of  Kettles,  Chimney- 
Backs,  and  many  other  Things ;  and  at  Chichefter  there  is  a  Manufacture  of 
Needles  m.  It  excites  fome  W onder,  and  perhaps  may  deferve  an  Inquiry, 
why,  except  this,  there  is  no  other  fine  Manufacture  of  this  ufeful  Metal  in 
a  Country  where  the  Material  might  be  had  much  cheaper,  and  Labour  at  no 
higher  a  Rate  than  in  other  Places  n.  There  may  be  Reafons  for  our  not  making 
large  Quantities  of  our  own  Ore  into  Iron ;  but  for  the  very  fame  Reafons 
one  would  think  it  fit,  that  the  little  Iron  we  do  make  fhould  be  manufactured 
to  the  utmoft.  It  will  be  laid  that  thofe  who  deal  in  thele  Things  are  the  belt 
Judges.  So  they  ought  certainly  to  be;  but  it  is  not  a  Truth  fo  felf-evident 
as  to  admit  of  no  Altercation,  that  Men  are,  in  all  Cafes,  precifely  what  they 
ought.  Belides  all  this,  it  is  not  impolTible  that  they  may  know  and  attend 
to  their  own  Interefls,  without  thinking  themfelves  obliged  to  confider 
likewife  thofe  of  the  Nation.  There  is  a  Manufacture  alfo  of  Gunpowder  car¬ 
ried  on  at  Battel,  where  it  is  not  only  made  in  large  Quantities,  but  in  the 
higheft  Perfection 

The  Reader  will  perceive  that  all  thefe  Manufactures  depend  chiefly,  as  we 
before  remarked,  upon  the  Plenty  of  Timber,  which  probably  flrft  introduced, 
and  has  fince  kept  them  here;  and  one  would  think  that  Timber  muft  be  moft 
plentiful  in  that  Countiy  in  which  there  is  the  greateft  Demand,  and  for  which 
the  Purchafers  may  afford  to  give  the  higheft  Price  p.  The  building  VefTels  of 
all  Kinds,  the  making  Iron  and  Gunpowder,  demand  great  Supplies  of  Wood, 
and  of  different  Sorts  ,  fo  that  as  they  do  not  interfere  with  each  other,  or  at 
leaffc  would  not  interfere,  if  there  was  a  fufficient  Stock,  one  may  venture 

1  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  152. 

m  Capt.  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  reviewed,  Book  i.  p.  9.  Yarranton’s  England’s  Im¬ 
provement,  p.  149. 

n  The  true  Reafon  of  this  is  the  Deficiency  of  Fuel,  joined  to  the  natural  Propenfity  that  Men 
have  to  proceed  Hill  in  the  old  Track, from  a  Notion  that  it  is  dangerous  to  venture  a  Certainty  for 

an  Uncertainty. 

0  The  making  of  Gunpowder  in  this  and  in  the  adjacent  County  of  Surry  is  of  many  Years 
Handing,  and  laid  the  Foundation  of  great  Fortunes  in  fome  of  the  moll  confiderable  Families 
under  the  Degree  of  Peerage, 

P  Experience  juflifies  this ;  for,  comparatively  fpeaking,  Hampfhire  and  Suflex,  tho’ they  may 
have  lefs  Timber  than  they  had,  have  Hill  more  Timber  than  moll  other  Counties,  and  for  this 
very  Reafon. 


to 
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to  fugged  that  if  each  of  thefe  Manufactures  could  be  extended  it  would  dill 
heighten  the  Demand,  and  render  it  more  condant  q.  I  know  the  general 
Apprehendon  is,  and  has  been  for  a  Century  pad,  that  the  Iron-Works  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  Navy,  and  that  perhaps  it  would  be  Policy  not  only  to  circum- 
fcribe  their  Number,  but  to  put  an  End  to  them  altogether,  as  incompatible 
with  the  Growth  of  Foreds,  which  are  of  fuch  Confequence  to  a  maritime 
Power  r.  However,  as  thefe  Manufactures  are  near  Neighbours,  and  have 
been  fo  for  a  long  Series  of  Years,  a  little  Time  may  not  be  ill  fpent  in  trying 
to  reconcile  them,  fo  that  they  may  live  peaceably  together  for  the  future. 
This  feems  to  be  the  more  necedary,  becaufe  coercive  Laws,  which  feldom 
do  much  good  in  any  Country,  and,  except  againd  Immoralities,  are  utterly 
repugnant  to  the  Genius  of  this  Nation,  have  been  tried  in  this  Cafe,  and 
tried,  as  might  have  been  expeCted,  to  little  Purpofe.  Such  as  are  pofiefied 
of  Forges  and  Furnaces  don't  care  to  demoiifh  them  ;  and  the  Owners  of 
Land  are  not  much  inclined  to  carry  on  Plantations  as  directed  by  Statute  s. 
But  if  thefe  Laws  could  be  difpenfed  with,  and,  from  a  new  Arrangement  of 
Things,  the  planting  and  Prefervation  of  Timber,  particularly  in  this  County, 
fhould  be  made  every  Man's  Intered  beyond  every  thing  elfe,  we  fhould  very 
probably  find  that  Timber  would  become,  from  that  Confideration  alone,  every 
Man’s  particular  Care :  And  it  is  certain  that  if  this  was  once  effected,  all  thefe 
Manufactures  might  thrive  together,  and,  which  is  dill  more,  thrive  all  of 
them  fo  much  the  better  for  being  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  each  other,  not- 
withdanding  this  has  been  hitherto  thought  fo  great  a  Difadvantage  L 

But  before  we  can  fpeak  to  this  Point  clearly,  it  is  necedary  that  we  diould 
attend  to  the  more  immediate  Bufinefs  of  this  Chapter,  which  leads  us  to  did- 
cufs  particularly  what  refpeCts  the  Coad  of  Sufiex.  This,  without  regarding 
its  Indentures,  extends  upwards  of  twenty  Leagues,  and  therefore  one  might 
expeCt  fhould  have  many,  and  thofe  too  ferviceable  Ports,,  and  from  thence 
a  proportionable  Share  of  foreign  Commerce  5  in  neither  of  which,  if  we 
may  depend  on  Hidory  or  Record,  it  was  once  deficient.  Our  Saxon  Ancedors 
built  Abundance  of  good  Towns  that  became  rich  and  wTell  inhabited,  which 
was  certainly  the  Reiult  of  Trade  in  thofe  Days  In  this  State  they  con- 

q  Evelyn’s  Silva,  p.251.  Woolridge’s  Syflem  of  Husbandry,,  chap.  vi.  Mortimer’s  whole  Art 
of  Hufbandry,  b.  xi.  chap.  1 . 

r  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  the  feventh,  where  the  Complaint  of  the  Weald  for  the  Lofs 
of  her  Trees  is  admirably  expreHed.  Captain  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  revived,  Book 
the  fxrft,  p.  9,  10,  ii.  Hartlib’s  Legacy,  or  an  Enlargement  of  the  Difcourfe  on  Hufbandry y 
p.  48. 

s  See  Sir  Walter  Raleigh’s  very  fenfible  Speech  on  this  Head,  in  Sir  Simonds  Dewes’s  Journals 
of  all  the  Parliaments  during  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  p.  674. 

c  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  219.  Speed’sTheatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  9,  Yarranton’s 
England’s  Improvement,  p.  149. 

u  Lelandi  Commentar.  in  Cvgneam  Cantionem,  p.97.  Lambard’s  Hiflorical  and  Topographical 
Dictionary,  p.  72.  190.  423.  Dr.  Boarde’s  Peregrinations  under  the  Title  of  Havens.  Cam- 
deni  Britannia,  p.  219 — 228.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  9. 

tinned 
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ftnued  till  ruined  by  the  Depredations  of  the  Danes,  who  entered  with  nu¬ 
merous  Fleets  into  their  Ports  and  Rivers,  and  then  fetting  on  Shore  their 
.  Forces,  ravaged  the  Country  on  every  Side  ;  after  which  they  reimbarked  with 
their  Plunder  and  retired  The  Norman  Conqueror  landed  upon  this  Coaft; 
it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  where  :  But  wherever  it  was,  he  brought  with  him  nine 
hundred  Veftels  and  .fifty  thoufand  Men,  which  is  fufficient  to  demon  ftrate  the 
Havens  of  this  Country  to  have  been  in  a  different  State  from  what  they  are 
now,  otherwise  his  Ships  could  not  have  entered  them  In  the  Reign  of  King 
Edward  the  Third,  Haftings,  Shoreham,  and  Seaford,  furnifhed  thirty  Ships 
and  five  hundred  Seamen  for  his  Fleet  7.  But  fo  much  were  Things  changed 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  that  the  Rill  fubfifting,  and  once  flou- 
rifhing  Ports  in  Sufiex,  had  amongft  them  no  more  than  fixty-fix  Barks,  all 
,  of  them  under  eighty  Tons,  and  but  two  hundred  and  fifty  Seamen.  The 
Detriment  arifing  from  hence  was  now  become  fo  confpicuous,  that  fome 
Thoughts  were  entertained  of  recovering  and  repairing  thele  Havens;  in  order 
to  which  a  Contribution  was  granted  in  Favour  of  Haftings,  which  feems  to 
have  been  in  the  nature  of  a  Brief ;  and  was  very  probably  attended  with  no 

.  great  Effedt  L 
>.  .o 

The  ufual  Caufe  afilgned  for  the  fpoiling  thefe  Ports  is  the  Narrownefs  of 
ethe  Channel,  which,  with  the  Violence  of  the  South,  South-Eaft,  and  South- 
Weft  Winds,  drive  prodigious  Quantities  of  Beach,  Slime,  and  Sand  into  the 
Mouths  of  their  Rivers,  and  fo  choak  them  that  no  Ships  of  any  great  Bur¬ 
den  can  enter;  and  as  to  thofe  Harbours  with  which,  from  their  Pofition  on 
the  Coaft,  we  are  more  particularly  concerned  here,  fuch  as  Brighthelmfton 
and  Seaford,  which  on  that  Account  merit  fo  much  the  more  Attention, 
their  Cliffs  being  undermined,  thofe  of  the  former  more  efpecially,  they  are 

w  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  141.  7.  Aluredi  Beverlacenfis  Anna!  lib.  vii.  p.  52.  Sir  John  Spelman’s 
Life  of  Alfred,  p.  83. 

x  Chronicon  Godfovianum,  p.  81.  Brevis  Relatio  de  Willielmo  nobilifimo  Comite  Norman- 
norum,  p.  7.  Willielmi  Malmelb.  Hill,  lib.iii.  Roger  Hoved.  Annal.  p.  44S.  Robert  of  Glou- 
cefier’s  Chronicle,  p.  359. 

*  Roll  of  King  Edward’-s  Fleet  in  Hackluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  119.  This  was  lefs  than  three  hundred 
Years  after  the  Conqueft,  and  it  was  fill  a  great  and  flourifhing  Port. 

z  Mufter  of  Ships  and  Mariners  through  all  England,  by  Edward  (Clinton)  Earl  of  Lincoln, 
-Lord  High  Admiral,  taken  in  A.  D.  1582. 

a  We  have  a  very  full  and  curious  Account  of  this  Matter  (which  the  Reader  will  be  pleafedto 
fee)  in  Dr.  Philemon  Holland’s  Englifh  Tranilation  of  Camden’s  Britannia,  p.  210.  *  Thus  Haf- 
‘  tings  f ourilhed  long  ;  inhabited  with  a  warlike  People  and  fkilful  Sailors ;  well  f  ored  with 
‘  Barks  and  Craies ;  and  gained  much  by  Fifhing,  which  is  plentiful  along  the  Shore.  But  after 
‘  that  the  Pier  made  of  Timber  was  at  length  violently  carried  away  by  extreme  Rage  of  the 

*  Sea,  it  hath  decayed,  and  the  Fifhing  lefs  ufed  by  reafon  of  the  dangerous  Landing,  for  they 
f  are  enforced  to  work  their  Veflels  to  Land  by  a  Capfall  or  Crane.  In  which  refpefr,  for  the  bet- 

*  tering  of  the  Town,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  a  Contribution  toward  the  making  of  a  new 

*  Harbour,  which  was  begun  ;  but  the  Contribution  was  quickly  converted  into  private  Purfes, 
and  the  public  Good  negledted.’ 

4 
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left  in  a  diflreffed  and  declining  Condition  b.  It  may  however  be  demanded 
how  this  will  account  for  their  buffering  fo  much  in  the  laft  three  hundred 
Years  ?  as  it  is  evident  they  have  done  even  from  thofe  flender  Memorials  we 
have  left.  I  will  not  prefume  to  fay  that  I  can  fet  this  in  a  very  fatisfa&ory 
Light, but  for  the  Reader’s  Information  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  try.  It  has  been 
long  ago  obferved,  as  a  Thing  peculiar  to  this  County,  that  all  its  Rivers 
rife  therein  c,  and  confequently  can  be  but  of  a  fhort  Courfe.  When  the 
Iron  Works  were  firft  undertaken  in  Suffex,  they  made  fo  many  Cuts  from 
each  of  thefe  Rivers  for  their  Accomodation,  that  they  weakened  the  Strength 
of  their  Streams ;  which  had  two  bad  Effects,  leffening  the  Depths  of  the 
Rivers,  and  the  Force  of  that  natural  Rapidity  with  which  they  carried  out 
the  Slime,  lodged  at  their  Mouths  d.  From  the  firft  Caufe  chiefly  they  began 
to  overflow,  and  thence  grew  another  Mifchief ;  inftead  of  repelling  the 
Waters  into  their  original  Chanels,  they,  in  order  to  recover  their  Grounds, 
made  new  Cuts,  and,  in  my  Conception  at  leaft,  by  gaining  of  Marfhes  loft 
their  Ports  e.  Yet  we  may  rationally  fuppofe,  that  they  are  not,  even  at  this 
Time,  fo  irremediably  deftroyed,  but  that  with  due  Cofl  and  Care,  and  with 
the  Heady  Continuance  of  proper  Attention,  they  may  be  recovered  ;  in  Sup¬ 
port  of  which  Opinion,  what  has  been  actually  performed  with  refpe6t  to 
Arundel  and  Newhaven  may  be  very  well  urged  f  This,  if  it  could  be  done, 
would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  County,  and  muff,  in  its  Confequences, 
tend  to  the  reviving  thofe  decayed  Boroughs,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  feem 
to  think  they  have  a  Right,  by  the  Venality  of  their  Elections,  to  make 
Reprifals  upon  thofe,  by  whom  they  have  been  fo  long,  and,  as  their  Condi¬ 
tion  plainly  fliews,  fo  utterly  negledted.  But  without  dwelling  farther  upon, 
thefe,  we  will  proceed  to  another  Point,  which  would  more  immediately  and 
perhaps  more  effectually  anfwer  the  Purpofe, 


At  the  Eaffern  Extremity  of  this  County  there  is  a  very  capacious  Bay 
or  rather  /Eftuary,  on  which  were  antiently  two  good  Ports,  Rye  and  Win- 
chelfea.  The  latter  furnifhed  the  Fleet  of  Edward  the  Third  with  twenty- 
one  Ships,  and  five  hundred  and  ninety-fix  Seamen  ;  the  former  with  nine 


b  Morden’s  Defcription  of  England,  p.  76.  Brome’s  Travels  thro’  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  P-  276.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  10,  11. 

c  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  219 — 228.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  9.  Ful¬ 
ler’s  Worthies  in  Suffex,  p.  97. 

a  The  Rivers  of  Suffex  in  their  natural  State  were,  as  we  obferve  in  the  Text,  rapid,  and 
confequently  deep.  The  Cuts  drawn  from  them  diminifhed  their  Force;  the  earthy  Particles 
which  were  before  born  along,  by  the  Velocity  of  Motion,  in  their  Waters,  began  immediately  to 
ftrbfide,  which  by  raifing  gradually  but  conftantly  the  Bottom  of  the  Rivers,  made  them  of  courfe 
overflow ;  a  Thing  which  at  'firft  Sight  feems  ftrange,  but,  when  maturely  confidered,  appears 
rational  and  certain. 

c  Lombard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  312.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of 
Britain,  chap.  xii.  p.  53.  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Imbanking,  cap.  xix. 

*  Yarranton’s  England’s  Improvement,  P.  ii.  p.  97.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  n. 
Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  11. 

Vol.  I.  Ccc  Ships 
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Ships  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  Men  g.  Since  that  Time  both  have- 
been  gradually  decaying,  and  Winchelfea  is  long  ago  loft,  for  the  Protection 
of  which  Henry  the  Eighth  built  Camber  Caftle,  at  the  Expence  of  twenty- 
three  thoufand  Pounds,  which,  even  in  the  Purfe  of  the  Crown,  was  no 
inconfiderable  Sum  in  thofe  Days  K  As  to  Rye,  we  have  elfewhere  fhewn 
that  it  is  in  a  very  indifferent  Condition,  tho’  feveral  Ads  have  been  fucefiively 
patTed  for  its  Relief  K  But,  which  now  feems  the  only  Means  left,  if  the 
Public  would  take  this  Affair  entirely  into  its  own  Elands,  and  by  proper  Pur- 
chafes  remove  all  the  Impediments  that  mud:  otherwife  arife  from  private  Pro¬ 
perty,  there  might  dill,  tho’  perhaps  it  would  prove  expenfive,  be  a  large 
and  commodious  Haven  made  there,  and  then  furely  no  Place  would  be 
more  fit  for  a  royal  Yard,  in  which  Ships  might  be  built  and  equipped  with 
great  Conveniency  k.  Timber  and  Iron  would  be  at  hand  ;  and  if  Hemp  and 
Flax  were  raifed  in  the  adjacent  Country,  Ropes  and  Sail  Cloth  might  be  pro¬ 
cured  with  the  like  Eafe.  This  would  not  only  prove  very  beneficial  to  the 
Counties  of  Suffex  and  Kent,  but  alfo  to  the  Nation  in  general ;  as  great  Savings- 
might  arife  from  hence  in  the  Article  of  Ship-building  1 ;  a  fafe  and  good 
Port  be  obtained  where  it  is  much  wanted  3  and  all  thofe  Advantages  retrieved,, 
which  our  Anceftors  poffeffed  when  thofe  two  Ports  were  in  a  flourifhing  Con¬ 
dition,  and  which  were  of  great  Importance  to  them,  and  no  doubt  would  be: 
fo  to  us,  whenever  this  Nation  is  at  War  with  France. 

A  s  fuch  an  Efiablifhment  would  not  only  augment  the  Demand  for  Tim¬ 
ber,  but,  by  caufing  a  Confumption  both  conftant  and  uniform,  render 
the  Profit  arifing  from  the  Woodlands  more  regular  and  certain;  as  the  Char¬ 
coal  for  Iron  Works,  the  Poles  for  Hops,  the  Smallcoal  for  the  Powder  Mills,, 
would  enable  their  Owners  to  fell  the  Loppings  of  their  large  Trees,  their 
Coppice,  and  Underwoods,  at  all  Times  for  their  full  Valuer  :  As  the  Con— 
veniency  of  being  regularly  furnifhcd  with  Bark  might  be  urged  as  an  In¬ 
ducement  to  bring  and  to  fettle  Abundance  of  Tanners  at  or  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Arundel,  Steyning,  Lewes,  and  other  Places,  this  would  con— 

z  Hackluyt’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  119.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vi.  fol.  58,, 
Cotton’s  Abridgment  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower,  p.  20. 

h  Lelandi  Commentar.  in  Cygneam  cantionem,  p.  97.  Dr.  Boarde’s  Peregrination  under  the.' 
Head  of  Cattles.  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  430. 

i  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  152. 

k  Whoever  considers  the  nineteenth  Chapter  of  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hittory  of  Imbanking, 
and  perufes  the  feveral  Statutes  madefor  repairing  the  Harbour  of  Rye,  will  fee-fufficient  Caufe  to 
concur  with  me  in  this  Opinion 

1  It  is  the  Confequence  of  a  NegleCt  of  fuch  Points  of  public  Oeconomy,  that  the  prefent  immenfe- 
Debt  of  the  Nation  has  been  incurred  ;  and  we  can  never  hope  to  fee  it  difcharged  till  Savings  of  ' 
every  kind  are  attended  to,  and  thereby  the  current  Expence  fo  lefiened,  as  to  admit  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  Application  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  Purpofe  for  which  it  was  firft  intended. 

m  Tuffer’s  five  hundred  Points  of  good  Hulbandry,  chap.  lii.  p.  106.  Biith’s  Englifh  Im¬ 
prover  improved,  chap.  xxiv.  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  revived,  Book  ii,  iii,  iv. 

tribute: 
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tribute  to  the  fame  End  n :  As  a  quick  Sale  for  all  Sorts  of  Timber  muft 
be  the  moft  powerful  Motive  for  railing  Wood  of  every  Sort;  and  as  this  man¬ 
ner  of  raifing  it  is  the  only  effectual  Method,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  belt  judges, 
of  rendering  Planting  profitable;  and  as  planting  and  felling  judicioully,  in  a 
Country  where  there  is  fuch  a  certain  and  regular  Confumption,  mult  turn 
greatly  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Owners  of  Land  thus  employed;  which,  under 
due  Regulation,  could  never  be  exhaulted,  as  the  Experience  of  the  fame 
Land  producing  Wood  for  fo  many  hundred  Years  inconteilibly  demonltrates  ct 
There  feems  to  be  nothing  clearer  than  that  it  is  very  pollible  all  thefe  different 
Demands  for  feveral  Species  of  this  Commodity  might  be  duly  fupplied, 
and  fupplied  in  fuch  a  manner,  as,  inltead  of  interfering  with,  might  facilitate 
each  other,  to  the  mutual  Benefit  of  the  Owners  of  the  Material,  and  of  the 
Perfons  engaged  in  the  feveral  Manufactures  ;  to  the  apparent  Emolument  of 
this  County  in  particular,  as  well  as  to  the  Advancement  of  the  public 
Interelt  p. 

It  is  true  fome  have  made  a  Doubt,  whether  the  railing  Timber  in  this 
Kingdom,  at  lealt  within  a  few  Miles  of  navigable  Rivers,  be  of  any  Benefit  to 
the  Nation.  In  Support  of  this,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Land  upon  which  Wood 
grows  may,  in  fuch  Places,  be  turned  to  more  valuable  Purpofes,  becaufe 
either  pafture  or  arable  Lands,  for  the  prefent,  and  in  their  Confequences  em¬ 
ploy  many  Hands  ;  whereas  Timber  growing  finds  Work  for  few  or  none. 
The  Anfwer  to  this  is,  that  Prudence  will  ever  deter  Planting,  where  the  Cir- 
cumlfances  on  which  this  Argument  is  founded  are  obvious.  But  Timber 
is,  in  many  refpeCls,  a  Thing  necelfary,  more  elpecially  in  an  Illand  inhabited 
by  a  trading  People;  and  it  cannot  be  Wifdom  to  prefer  Things  of  Conve¬ 
nience  to  what  are  of  indilpenfable  Ufe.  If,  in  its  Growth,  Wood  employs  but 
few,  it  hinders  none ;  and  when  cut,  gives  Subfilfence  to  fo  many,  that  one 
cannot  help  wondering  at  the  Objeflion  q.  It  is  alfo  laid,  that  destroying  it 

near 

n  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark  here,  that  every  River  in  SuiTex,  whether  navigable  or  not, 
will  ferve  to  bring  down  Bark  ;  and  certainly  where  that  neceffary  Commodity  can  be  had  in  mod 
Plenty,  and  is  carried  with  greateft  Eafe,  it  muft  come  cheapeft  to  the  Confumer,  which,  in  the 
Nature  of  Things,  would  attract  and  attach  them  to  this  County. 

°  Mr.  Evelyn,  in  his  Sylva  (tho’  no  Friend  to  Iron  Works),  acknowleges,  it  was  his  Father’s 
Sentiment,  founded  upon  Experience,  that  the  Iron  Works  preferred  his  Woods.  It  is  c-afy  to 
conceive  this.  He  felled  a  Part  regularly  every  Year,  leaving  the  choice  Timber  ftanding,  which 
he  was  enabled  to  do,  by  the  Profits  arifing  from  thefe  annual  Sales  of  Charcoal.  In  other 
Words,  the  Iron  Works  afforded  a  conftant  Market,  which  rendered  the  raifing  Wood  for  their 
Confumption  an  Improvement;  the  regular  Falls  produced  a  reafonable  Rent  ;  and  the  Timber, 
which  he  was  thus  enabled  to  leave,  was  referved  as  a  Fine.  How  then  could  Land  be  either 
better  fecured  or  employed  ? 

p  Blith’s  Englifh  Improver  improved,  chap.  xxv.  Worlidge’s  Syftem  of  Hufbandry,  chap, 
vi.  Evelyn’s  Silva,  Book  iii.  Mortimer’s  whole  Art  of  Hufbandry,  P.  ii.  chap.  1 1.  See  alio 
Haines’s  Prevention  of  Poverty,  London,  1674.  8V0,  §.  v. 

q  It  is  of  great  Confequence,  if  poffible,  to  reduce  Things  of  this  Nature  to  a  Certainty. 
Captain  Blith,  who  was  an  old  Officer  in  the  Parliament’s  Army,  tells  us,  in  his  Englifh  Improver 

C  c  c  3  improved, 
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near  navigable  Rivers  would  promote  the  Confumption  of  Coals,  which  is 
highly  beneficial  to  the  Navigation,  the  Revenue,  and  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Countries  where  they  are  produced,  and  who  are  thus  rewarded  for  their 
Labour.  We  have  already  lhewn  a  juft  Regard  for  the  Coal  Trade,  and  ftated 
its  Advantages  fully  and  fairly;  but  amongft  thefe  none  of  the(leaft  was  the 
Encouragement  given  to  Ship-building,  which  necefiarily  requires  large  Sup¬ 
plies  of  Timber.  But  this  we  are  told  may  be  had  from  abroad,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  is  no  Neceftity  for  growing  it r.  Timber  thus  ufed,  is  one  of  thofe 
prime  Materials  which,  as  we  hinted  before,  it  highly  imports  a  Nation,  ftu- 
dious  of  her  commercial  Interefts,  to  have  as  cheap,  ,  with  as  much  Eafe,  in 
as  great  Quantities,  and  with  as  perfect  Certainty,  as  pofiible.  Thefe  Ends 
can  only  be  anfwered  by  her  having  it  of  her  own,  and  in  Abundance  ;  for 
we  ean  never  hope  to  maintain  the  Character  of  a  naval  Power,  if,  in  this 
refpedt,  we  render  ourfelves  abfolutely  dependant  upon  other  States,  who  wall 
confult,  what  in  this  Inftanee  we  rhould  neglect,  domeftic  Intereft.  Our  Co- 

improved,  chap.  xxv.  p.  164.  of  a  Gentleman  in  the  Low  Countries, v  who  planted  one  hundred 
Afh  Trees,  and  in  fifty  Years  after  fold  them  for  five  hundred  Pounds.  If,  fays  the  Captain;  any 
Man  knows  how  to  make  a  greater  Improvement,  I  wifh  I  was  his  Scholar.  Mr.  Evelyn,  the 
great  Champion  of  Trees,  fpeaks  in  his  Sylva,  Book  iii.  chap.  viL  p.  276.  thus;  ‘  Mr.  Edmund 
‘  Salter  of  Norfolk  planted  an  Afh  with  his  own  Hands,  which  he  fold  for  forty  Shillings  before 
1  his  Death.  But  this  is  frequent.  I  am  likewife  allured  that  three  Acres  of  barren  Land,. 

*  fown  with  Acorns  about  fixty  Years  fince,  are  now  become  a  very  thriving  Wood.  The  Im- 

*  provement  of  thofe  few  Acres  amounts  to  three  hundred  Pounds  more  than  the  Rent  of  the 
4  Land,  and  what  it  was  before  worth  to  be  fold.’ 

r  The  Arguments  againft  Planting  are  taken  chiefly  from  Mr.  Houghton,  who  in  his  Collec¬ 
tions  for  Improvement  of  Hufbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  iii.  p.  179.  endeavours  to  invalidate  the 
Inftances  before  produced  from  Mr.  Evelyn.  ‘  As  to  Mr.  Edmund  Salter,’  fays  he,  ‘  who 

*  planted  an  Afh,  and  before  his  Death  fold  it  for  forty  Shillings,  I  will  not  reckon  the  Ground 
4  this  Afh  grew  on  to  be  worth  any  thing ;  but  fuppofe  the  Afh  when  planted  was  worth  but  one 
i  Shilling,  and  the  Man  lived  but  eighty-four  Years  after,  the  Shilling  would  have  amounted  to 
1  fix  Pounds  eight  Shillings,  which  is  far  better  than  forty  Shillings.  Again,  three  Acres  of 
1  barren  Land  fown  with  Acorns,  in  fixty  Years  became  a  very  thriving  Wood,  and  was  worth 
1  three  hundred  Pounds.  Being  it  was  barren  Land,  I  will  fuppofe  it  worth  but  three  Shillings 
‘  the  Acre,  nine  Shillings  the  three  Acres,  which  for  fixty  Years  were  worth,  in  prefent  Money y 
1  fifteen  Pounds  nine  Shillings  and  feven  Pence,  which  doubled  every  twelve  Years,  makes  four 
4  hundred  and  ninety-five  Pounds  fix  Shillings  and  eight  pence.  Suppofe  that  the  Tillage,  Acorns, 
4  and  fetting,  came  to  the  third  Part  of  fifteen  Pounds  nine  Shillings  and  feven  Pence,  it  would 

*  be  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  Pounds,  which  together  makes  above  fix  hundred 
‘  Pounds  for  the  three  hundred  Ponuds.’  Thefe  however  are  mere  Fallacies;  for  as  to  the  firft, 
If  Mr.  Salter  had  furvi-ved  fourfeore  and  four  Years,  Mr.  Evelyn  would  not  have  added,  ‘  this  is 
‘  frequent.’  Next,  an  hundred  Afhen  Plants  were  worth,  as  the  fame  Gentleman  tells  us,  but 
eighteen  Pence.  According  to  Mr.  Blith,  an  Afh  in  the  Low  Countries  was,  at  fifty  Years  Growth, 
of  the  Value  of  five  Pounds;  and  this  Afn  in  the  fame  Space  might  furely  be  worth  forty  Shil¬ 
lings  here;  and  this  is  twice  as  much  as  one  Shilling  at  fix  per  Cent,  compound  Intereft,  if  it 
were  poffible  to  make  it*  would  produce  in  that  Time.  In  the  latter  Cafe,  he  fuppofesa  Rent 
without  the  leaf!  Foundation ;  converts  that  into  a  Rent-charge  which  is  quite  a  different  Thing; 
and  then  computes  the  Value  of  this  Rent-charge  at  fix  per  Cent,  compound  Intereft,  for  fixty 
Years  ;  omitting  entirely  what  deftroys-  his  whole  Calculation,  and  which  Mr.  Evelyn  exprefly 
affirms,  ‘  that  over  and  above  the  three  hundred  Pounds,  the  Wood  would  have  paid  the  Rent 
4  and  the  Value  of  the  Eftate  when  planted^ 

lonies3. 
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Tonies,  it  mud  be  acknowleged,  are  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  foreign  Countries, 
and  doubtlefs,  for  that  Reafon,  ought  to  have  the  Preference ;  that  is,  to  be 
allowed  to  furnifh  what,  in  refpedt  to  other  Products,  we  cannot  raife  for 
ourfeives,  rather  than  others.  But  while  there  are  in  this  Country  large  Tradls 
lying  utterly  wafte,  others  but  in  a  little  better  Condition ;  while  Foreds  remain 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Crown,  or  rather  in  theirs  on  whom  the  Crown  is 
pleafed  to  bellow  them  ;  while  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  have  Parks  for  their 
Pleafure  ;  and  fo  many  Commons  are  to  be  found,  equally  ufelefs  and  fcan- 
dalous  from  their  barren  Appearance  ;  furely  the  fullering  our  Timber  to  decay, 
as  the  Demands  we  have  for  it  daily  multiply,  in  confequence-of  which  the 
Price  of  what  is  imported  greatly  increafes,  is  far  from  being  Oeconomy;  and 
our  late  Laws  made  to  repair  thefe  Lodes,  and  to  remove  thefe  Reproaches 
for  the  future,  call  for  the  warmed  Sentiments  of  Applaufe  and  Gratitude. 
But  in  the  prefent  Cafe  we  do  not  precifely  reafon  from  thefe  Principles.  'It 
may,  independant  of  the  Circumdances  of  wafte,  barren,  or  unoccupied 
Lands,  be  in  fome  Places  very  prudent  to  plant  with  a  View  to  Profit ;  and 
where  private  Interefl  coincides  with  public  Benefit,  may  fee  Caufe  to  Cncou-  " 
rage  it.  The  creating  a  Variety  of  Confumers,  in  the  manner  before  dated,  ~ 
is  the  fured  Means,  as  it  promifes  a  copious  and  a  condant  Market,  which  ;- 
furnidies  fuch  as  incline  to  fupply  itvwith  a  Foundation  for  their  Calculations, 
which  will  effectually  put  it  in' their  Power  to  judge  whether  they  ought  to 
plant  at  all,  and  at  the  fame  Time  direCt"  them  where  and  to  what  Extent. 
In  this  refpeCt  alfo  they  may  be  influenced  by  obferving  what  Lands  are, 
in  the  Language  of  Improvers,  Woodfeer  ;  that  is,  naturally  apt.  for  this, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  unfit  for  other  Improvements :  and  what,  though 
at  prefent  unprofitable,  may,  by  planting,  be  rendered  (which  is  a  common  - 
Thing)  good  Ground  for  other  Ufes,  when  the  Wood  is  grubbed.  They 
may  farther  confider  the  Expediency  of  augmenting  Hop-grounds,  or  intro¬ 
ducing  other  Improvements,  which  may  be  afiidant,  and  fupply  any  unfore-  * 
feen  Deficiency  which  Time 'and  Chance  may  occafion  in  the  red.  All  toge-  * 
ther  will  form  a  Rule  of  ConduCl,  which  thus  founded  on  FaCts,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  Computations,  will  hardly  be  liable  to  Contradiction  from  Experience, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  turn  highly  to  every  Planter’s  own  Satisfaction,  from 
the  PcofpeCl  of  thofe  Bleffings:  which,  by  his  Attention  and  Application,  will  ' 
be  derived  to  Poderity  s. 

*  But,  after  all  that  has  been  Paid',  pcrhapsva  juft  Calculation  in  this  way  may  fet  this  contefted 
Point  in  the  cleared  Light.  Let  us  fuppofe  with  Mr.  Houghton,  the  Land  worth  three  Shillings 
an  Acre.*,  the  Fee-Iimple  -of  the  whole  three  Acres,  at  fix  per  Cent,  will  be  worth  fixteen  Years 
and  eight  Months  Purchafe,  that  is,  feven  Pounds  ten  Shillings.  This,  at  fix  per  Cent,  compound 
Intereft,  amounts  in  fixty  Years  to  near  two  hundred  forty-feven  Pounds.  Mr.  Houghton  then 
feems  to  me  the  ablefi:  Advocate  that  Planting  ever  had  ;  fince,  from  his  reafoning,  it  appears' 
this  kind  of  innocent  Improvement  will  really  bring  an  honeft  Man  more,  than- to  the  verieft 
Mifer  the  nioft*  griping  Ufury  can  promile. 


4 


T  H  S  • 


382  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

The  great,  indeed  the  only  Obje&ion  to  this  Syftem,  is,  that  the  Profit  of 
Woodlands  depending  altogether  upon  a  regular  Management,  and  there  being 
as  Things  now  hand,  no  Security  for  this,  there  is  a  kind  of  a  moral  Certainty 
that,  for  want  of  it,  this  Scheme  muft  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  wholly, 
fail :  For  if  Indigence  and  Avarice  meet,  a  Bargain  will  foon  be  {truck,  at  a 
Price  equally  injurious  to  private  Property  and  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Public. 
Men  prejudiced  againft  their  Heirs,  or  who  have  no  Regard  to  Poflerity,  will 
commonly  confult  only  their  own  Profit.  Such  as  have  precarious  or  uncertain 
Tenures  will  be  fure  to  do  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  flow  Growth  of 
Timber  promifing,  in  mod  Cafes,  but  little  to  the  prefent  Pofleflor,  few  in 
an  Age  like  this  will  from  thence  ever  think  of  Planting.  To  find  Remedies 
for  thefe  Evils,  and  many  others  which  might  be  enumerated,  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  ;  thofe  that  have  been  hitherto  applied  proving  alfo  ineffe&ual  is  not  a  little 
difcouraging ;  and  yet,  after  ail,  perhaps  the  Thing  is  not  impoflible.  The 
Public  having  fo  great  an  Interefi  in  raifing  large  Quantities  of  Timber  fit  for 
Ship-building,  it  might  not  be  amifs  to  exempt  wafle  Lands,  converted  into 
Plantations,  from  paying  any  Land-tax ;  provided  the  Timber,  when  fit  for 
Ufe,  was  fold  at  a  fair  Price  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy  f.  It  might  be  alfo 
expedient  to  grant  every  Copyholder  a  Right  to  vote  at  County  Elections,  who 
had  Timber  fit  for  Ufe  upon  his  Eftate,  to  the  Value  of  fifty  Pounds  a.  As 
wife  and  prudent  Men  only  are  Planters,  and  as  fuch  may  be  difluaded,  and 
juftly  too,  from  Planting,  from  the  Fear  of  having  their  honefi  Views  fruflrated 
by  improvident  Heirs,  the  Legiflature  might  enable  them  to  devife  Woods  and 
Coppices  of  their  own  planting,  under  fuch  reafonable  Reflridtions  as  the  Court 
of  Chancery  lhould  approve ;  and  prohibit  the  cutting  them,  or  dilpofing  of 
them,  in  any  other  manner,  by  thole  to  whom  the  Inheritance  devolved  w. 
Thefe,  or  any  other  Provifions  of  a  like  Nature,  duly  obferved,  would  ob¬ 
viate  many,  if  not  all  the  Difcouragements  that  hinder,  and  are  fiill  likely 
to  hinder,  this  kind  of  Improvement  j  and  tho’  Faults  might  be  found  with 
them  at  firft,  yet  the  Advantages  that  muft  attend  them,  would,  in  the 
Space  of  Half  a  Century,  fo  clearly  and  fo  effectually  refute  every  Cavil  that 
could  be  invented,  as  to  prevent  thofe  Laws  from  being  ever  repealed  *.  On 
thefe  Principles,  one  tenth  Part  of  the  Land  in  the  County  of  Suflex,  pro¬ 
perly  planted,  would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  Nation  than  the  Difcovery  of 

1  Here  the  Public,  lofing  nothing,  acquires  a  Title  to  the  Pre-emption  of  Timber,  which, 
without  this  Conceflion,  had  never  exifted  ;  and  which,  without  fome  fuch  Conceflion,  is  not 
like  ever  to  exifl. 

u  In  this  Cafe  the  Public  gains  the  Growth  of  fo  much  Timber,  without  being  at  any  Ex¬ 
pence  ;  and  purchafes  a  public  Benefit  by  bellowing  a  public  Privilege, 

w  In  mofl  Cafes  this  Indulgence  would  be  certainly  reafonable;  where  it  proved  otherwife. 
Chancery  would  interfere. 

*  As  fuch  a  Law  would  be  chiefly  in  Favour  of  Poflerity,  fo  Poflerity  judging,  from  Effects, 
would  bell  difcern  the  U tility  of  fuch  a  Law, 

a  Mine 
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a  Mine  that  produced  half  a  Million  fterling  annually  y,  without  taking  into 
Confideration  the  Number  of  People  deftroyed  in  working  Mines,  or  even  the 
Confequence  of  thofe  numerous  Manufactures  the  Product  of  fuch  Wood¬ 
lands  would  fupport,  which,  as  will  be  eafily  conceived,  muft  exceed  that 
Sum  many  Times  told  z. 

The  noble  and  fruitful  County  of  Kent  makes  the  South-Eafl  Extremity  of 
this  Ifland,  and  from  thence  enjoys,  in  many  RefpeCts,  a  molt  advantageous 
Situation.  The  capacious  /Eftuary  of  the  Thames  wafhes  its  Northern  Parts, 
as  the  Sea  does  the  South  and  the  South-Eaft ;  whence  fome,  with  no  great 
Impropriety,  have  ftiled  it  a  Peninfula  a.  In  point  of  Extent,  this  is  the  Fifth 
Shire  in  South  Britain,  little  lefs  in  its  Dimenlions  than  the  Province  of  Hol¬ 
land  ;  larger  in  Size  than  the  beautiful  Duchy  of  Juliers  in  Germanv ;  and 
almoft  exactly  equal  to  that  of  Modena  in  Italy  b.  Kent  is,  with  great  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Truth,  fuppofed  to  be  fo  ftiled  from  the  antient  Britifh  Word  . 
Kant,  fignifying  a  Corner,  or,  when  applied  to  a  Country,  an  Head-land. - 
It  is  certain,  that  the  Romans  beftowed  the  Name  of  Cantium  on  the  Province, 
and  on  its  moft  confpicuous  Promontory,  the  North  Foreland ;  and,  from  the 
DiftriCt  they  inhabited,  the  People  were  called  Cantii ;  which  has  prevailed 
even  to  our  Times,  when  Kent,  and  the  Men  of  Kent,  are  the  common  Ap¬ 
pellatives  c.  It  is,  however,  probable,  that  thefe  Cantii  were  not  the  original 
Inhabitants,  but  a  later  Colony  from  the  oppofite  Continent,  eftablifhed  here, 
like  the  Belgae,  not  long  before  the  Roman  Invafion  d.  At  the  Time  of  Caefar’s 
Coming,  this  fpacious  and  fertile  Region  was  divided  into  four  Principalities, 
or,  as  they  are,  according  to  the  Manners  of  thofe  Days,  commonly  called, 
Kingdoms.  It  was  his  Obfervation  of  thefe  People,  that  they  were  particularly 
diftinguifhed  by  their  Civility  and  Politenefs;  a  Character  which  their  Defen¬ 
dants  have  preferved  e.  When  that  wife  People,  became  Mailers  of  the  Southern 

jr  There  are  many  Circumffances  in  which  Woods  referable  Mines ;  but,  in  fome,  the  former 
have  manifeffly  the  Advantage  of  the  latter,  i.  They  are  the  Effects  of  human  Prudence,  and  : 
not  of  Accident.  2.  They  are  cultivated,  and  cut  down  by  a  few  Hands,  and  at  a  fmall  Ex¬ 
pence.  3.  They  yield  a  lading  and  certain,  and,  under  proper  Direction,  a  perpetual  Profit. 

z>  The  Reader  may  alfo  confult,  if  he  pleafes,  Mafcali’s  New  Art  of  Planting,  1656,  4to, 
Dr.  Beal  of  Herefordfhire  on  Orchards,  1657,  i2mo.  Charles  Cotton’s  Planter’s  Manual,  1675, 
8vo.  William  Lawfon’s  New  Orchard  and  Garden,  1683,  4to.  6th  Edit.  Timothy  Nourfe’s 
Campania,  1700,  8vo, 

a  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  7.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  56,  Child- 
rev’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  60 — 70. 

b  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  Plates  i.  vi.  ix.  xiii. 

c  Caef.  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  v.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  230.  Baxteri  Glo/Tarium  Antiqui- 
tatum  Bvitannicarum,  q.  66. 

The  learned  and  judicious  Baxter  mentions,  that,  in  fome  Copies  of  Ptolemy,  this  Country 
is  called  Nucantion,  de  Nucantns,  five  novis  Cantiacis  Belgici  generis ;  which  Salmon  alfo  thinks 
not  improbable.  If  fo,  the  antient  Inhabitants,  now  driven  within  Land,  were  called  Cantii,  as 
well  as  thefe  new  Settlers,  and  both  from  the  Country  in  which  they  dwelt. 

e  Caef.  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  v.  Gulielm.  Malmefbur.  in  Prologo  libri  prim!  de  Gefiis  Pontiff 
Anglor.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  230. 
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'  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  this  Province  received  the  mod:  confpicuous  Marks  of  their 
Attention,  as  appears  from  the  Stations  which  they  fo  prudently  eftablifhed, 
while  in  it  full  Vigour,  their  Government  flourifhed.  The  Care  they  took  of 
the  Ports  on  the  Sea-Coaft,  as  foon  as  it  came  to  be  in  Danger,  and  the  feveral 
Fortrefles  which  they  eredted,  for  the  Defence  of  their  Subjects,  againft  the 
fudden  Attempts  of  barbarous  Invaders,  are  Evidences  of  the  fame  kind  ft 
Thefe  Forts,  fo  prudently  difpofed,  and  fo  well  fecured,  were  under  the  Di¬ 
rection  of  a  particular  great  Officer,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned  more 
than  once,  called  Littoris  Saxonici  Comes,  i.  e.  the  Count  of  the  Saxon  Shore  ; 
which  Office  Jeems  to  have  been  preferved  by  the  Britiffi  Monarchs  who  go¬ 
verned  here,  after  the  Romans  quitted  the  Ifle.  The  Saxon  Kings  of  Kent 
difcharged  this  Trull  in  their  Regal  Capacity,  from  the  Middle  of  the  fifth  to 
the  Beginning  of  the  ninth  Century.  Under  our  Northern  Princes,  this  Poll 
was  again  revived,  though  with  a  Change  of  Title,  in  the  Lord  Warden  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  g.  Indeed,  under  all  Governments,  the  People  of  Kent  have 
been  efpecialiy  confidered,  as  appears  from  their  Claim  to  the  Poll  of  Honour 
in  our  Land  Armies,  and  the  Privileges  granted  to  their  Havens,  in  Conlidera- 
:  tion  of  their  undertaking  the  Defence  of  our  Channel  h. 

As  to  the  Climate  of  this  County,  it  varies,  according  to  the  Situation  of 
Places.  In  the  low  flat  Lands,  and  efpecialiy  in  the  Marfhes,  .the  Air  is 
heavy,  moifl,  and  unhealthy  j  and  yet  not  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  it  has  been 
fome  times  reprefented;  and,  with  a  little  Care  and  Caution,  Strangers,  as  well 
as  Natives,  quickly  reconcile  their  Conllitutions  to  the  Temperature,  even  of 
thefe  Parts,  and  live  in  them,  without  much  Inconveniency  or  apparent  Dan¬ 
ger.  But,  in  reference  to  the  reft  of  the  County,  the  Air  is  as  thin,  pure,  and 
wholfome,  as  in  any  Part  of  Britain  ft  There  is  no  Region  more  happily  or 
more  beautifully  diverfifled  in  regard  to  Soil,  fo  that  every  Kind  thereof  is, 
fomewhere  or  other,  to  be  met  with  in  its  Bounds;  and  in  no  Shire  are  any 
of  thefe  Soils  more  fertile  than  they  are  in  this  K  The  Weald  yields  Variety 
of  fine  Timber,  particularly  of  Chefnut;  the  middle  Part  has  very  rich  arable 
Land,  annually  bearing  every  Species  of  Grain  in  immenfe  Plenty,  and  thefe 
.excellent  in  their  feveral  Sorts  ft  There  are  alfo  many  beautiful  Orchards, 

J  Ex  Notitia  Dignitatum  Imperii  Rpmarii,  circa  Tempora  Arcadii  et  Honorii.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  230.  Twinus  de  Rebus  Albionicis,  p.  50. 

%  GildcE  Aiftpiia,  left.  pcvi.  ,p.  .12-  Edit.  Oxon.  Bedae  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  i.  cap.  12,  Som- 
ner’s  Roman-Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent.  Oxf.  1693.  8vo. 

h  Joannis  Sarefberjenfig  Policraticlis,  lib.  vi.  cap.  18.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  63. 
Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  fjie  r3th. 

i  Speed’s  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  7.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  56.  Childrey’s  Britannia 
Bacon ica,  p.  Y>o. 

k  Lamb.ard’s -Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  9,  10.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.230.  Drayton’s  Po¬ 
lyolbion,  Song;the;):8th  ;  where  the  natural  Prod  lifts  of  this  Shire  are  moft  elegantly  deferibed. 

1  Fuller’s --Worthies  . in  Kent,  p.  56.  St.ukely’s  Itinerariiun  Curiqfuin,  p.  123.  Childrey’s 
Britannia  .JBaconica,  -p.  60. 
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which  produce  a  Variety  of  fine  Fruits,  and  more  elpecially  Apples  and 
Cherries,  which  were  introduced  here  from  Flanders,  by  one  Richard  Har¬ 
ris,  who  was  the  King’s  Fruiterer,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  m.  The 
flat  Country  is  renowned  for  its  Meadows  ;  and  Rumney  Marfh  has  hardly  its 
Equal.  We  may,  from  this  concife  Defcription,  very  eafily  colled:,  that  the 
natural  Products  of  Kent  are  numerous,  and  of  great  Value.  In  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth  they  find,  in  feveral  Places,  a  rough  hard  ferviceable  Stone  for 
Paving,  which  turns  to  fome  Advantage ;  but  not  to  fo  much  as  their  exqui- 
fite  Fullers-earth,  rich  Marie,  and  fine  Chalk,  which  are  there  in  abundance. 
If  we  except  Iron-ore,  indeed,  they  have  no  Mines ;  but  there  are  prodigious 
Heaps  of  Copperas  Stones  thrown  on  the  Coafl:  n.  The  Ifle  of  Shepey,  and 
all  the  adjacent  Shore  as  far  as  Recuiver,  is  juflly  famous  for  its  Wheat. 
Thanet  is  in  no  lefs  Credit  for  its  Barley,  or  rather  was  fo ;  for  now  it  pro¬ 
duces,  through  the  painful  Induftry,  and  fkilful  Hufbandry,  of  its  Inhabitants, 
copious  Crops  of  good  Wheat,  as  well  as  Barley  Horfes,  Black  Cattle, 
and  Sheep,  they  have  in  great  Numbers,  and  remarkable  in  point  of  Size. 
Hop-groun4s  in  all  Parts  of  the  County,  which  turn  to  very  confiderable  Ac¬ 
count.  To  which  we  may  add.  Weld,  or,  as  fome  call  it,  Dyers-weed,  which 
is  a  very  profitable  Commodity,  of  which  there  grows  much  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Canterbury,  and  Madder,  which  is,  or  has  been,  occafionally 
cultivated.  The  Rivers  and  Sea-Coafls  abound  with  Fifh  of  different  Kinds  p» 
The  Excellency  of  its  Oyfters  on  the  Eaftern  Shore,  is  celebrated  by  the 
Roman  Poets  q.  Thofe  of  Feverfham  and  Milton  are  not  only  in  great  Efleem 
at  the  London  Market,  but  are  likewife  fent  in  great  Quantities  to  Holland  r. 
And,  in  a  Word,  take  this  ample  Territory  in  general,  and  we  may  truly 
affirm,  that,  in  regard  to  Plenty,  Kent  is  another  Canaan,  fruitful  in  all  good 

m  Dr.  Holland’s  Infertions  in  the  Text  of  Mr.  Camden’s  Britannia,  in  Kent.  Kilburne’s  Sur¬ 
vey  of  the  County  of  Kent,  p.  6,  7.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  5 6.  Samuel  Hartlib’s  Le¬ 
gacy  of  Hufbandry,  p.  1  5  ;  where  he  fays,  a  Cherry-Orchard,  near  Sittingbourne,  of  thirty  Acres, 
produced  a  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year.  Evelyn’s  Sylva,  p.  64. 

11  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  1 1 .  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fob  7. 
Si'r  William  Dugdale’s  Hiflory  of  Draining  and  Imbanking,  chap.  x.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Ba- 
conica,  p.  67.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

0  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  the  County  of  Kent,  p.  6,  7.  Brome’s  Travel's  over  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Wales,  p.  280.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  280.  The  Hiflory  and  Antiquities, 
Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil,  of  the  Ifle  of  Thanet  in  Kent,  by  John  Lewis,  JM.  A.  Load.  1723,  4 to. 

p.  7>  8- 

P  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  57.  Blith’s  Englifh.  Improver  improved,  chap,  xxxiii.  xxxvi. 
Mortimer’s  whole  Art  of  Hufbandry,  bookv.  chap.  17. 

q  Juvenal,  Sat.  iv.  The  Scholiaft  informs  us,  that  thefe  were  very  large  Oyfters,  and  that 
their  Excellence  had  made  this  Coaft  very  famous.  In  dredging  for  Oyfters,  at  this  Day  (the 
Sea  having  prevailed  in  fome  Places),  the  Fifhermen  often  bring  up  Veflels  of  fevered  Kinds,  Re¬ 
mains  of  Roman  Magnificence ;  and  confequently,  pregnant  Proofs  of  the  Opulence  of  their  Sta¬ 
tions,  when  they  were  poffefled  of  Kent. 

r  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.259.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  123.  207.  Dr. 
Chriftopher  Packe’s  Ancography,  or  Defcription  of  Eaft  Kent,  p.  12. 
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Things,  and  in  which  there  are  fewer  Foreds  and  wade  Lands,  than  in  mod: 
other  Counties.  - 

The  many  rich  Commodities  produced  in  this  fair  County,  is  the  Reafon 
why  mod  of  our  Writers  have  reprefented  it  as  in  a  manner  void  of  Manu- 
faftures  s  which,  however,  as  appears  upon  a  drift:  and  impartial  Examina¬ 
tion,  is  very  far  from  being  the  Cafe,  Iron  Works  there  were  antiently 
many  ;  and  there  are  dill  fome,  where  Kettles,  Bombs,  Bullets,  Cannon, 
and  fuch-like,  are  made  s.  At  Deptford,  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe  had,  in  his 
Life-time,  a  very  famous  Copperas  Work  5  as,  indeed,  there  that  ingenious 
Gentleman,  one  of  the  greated  Improvers,  and  one  of  the  mod  public-fpirited 
Perfons,  this  Nation  ever  bred,  introduced  feveral  other  Inventions.  Copperas 
was  alfo  formerly  made,  together  with  Brimdone,  in  the  Ifle  of  Shepey  L. 
But  the  original,  and,  for  many  Ages,  the  principal  Manufafture  of  this 
County,  was  Broad  Cloth,  of  different  Colours,  edablifhed  chiefly  at  Cran- 
brook,  by  King  Edward  the  Third,  who  brought  over  Flemings,  to  improve 
and  perfeft  (the  Trade  being  introduced  long  before)  his  Subjefts  in  that  im¬ 
portant  Art  u.  At  this  and  other  Places  it  flourifhed  fo  much,  that,  even  at 
the  Clofe  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Reign,  and,  according  to  fome  Accounts, 
much  later,  the  bed  for  home  Confumption,  and  the  larged  Quantities  for 
Exportation,  were  wrought  here ;  many  Fulling-Mills  being  erefted  upon  almod 
every  River,  and  the  greated  Plenty  of  excellent  Fullers-earth  affording  them 
Angular  Afliflancewj  infomuch,  that  it  is  dill  a  Tradition,  the  Yeomanry  of 
this  County,  for  which  it  has  been  ever  famous,  were  modly  the  Defendants 
of  rich  Clothiers,  who  laid  out  the  Money  acquired  by  their  Indudry  in  the 
Purchace  of  Lands,  which  they  tranfmitted,  with  their  free  and  independent 
Spirit,  to  their  Poderity  x.  The  Duke  of  Alva’s  Perfecution  of  the  Protedants 
in  the  Low  Countries  drove  a  Multitude  of  Walloons  over  hither,  who  brought 
with  them  that  Ingenuity  and  Application  for  which  they  had  been  always 
didinguifhed  y.  Thefe  diligent  and  aftive  People  fettled  a  Manufactory  of 
Flannel,  or  Baize,  at  Sandwich.  By  them  the  Silk-Looms  were  fet  up  at 
Canterbury,  where  they  dill  fubfid  >  and  they  alfo  introduced  the  Making  of 

*  Harrifoa’s  Description  of  Britain,  B.  iii.  ch.  xi.  p.  238.  Stat.  23  Elk.  cap.  5.  fe&.  ri.. 
27  Eliz.  cap.  12.  fedi.  1.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  7. 

c  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal  Society,  No,  142.  p.  1056 — 1059.  See  the  Article- 
of  Crifpe,  Sir  Nicholas,  in  Biographia  Britannica,  vol.  iii.  p.  1522.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Ba- 
conica,  p.  67. 

u  Rymer’s  Foedera,  tom.  i.  p.496.  A.  D.  1331.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.233.  Cotton’s  Records,, 
p.  76.  Dr.  Holland’s  Infertions  in  the  Text  of  Mr.  Camden’s  Britannia,  in  Kent. 

w  Lambard’s.  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  15.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  the  County  of  Kent,  p.  6. 
Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  58. 

x  Lambard’s  Perambulation,  p.  12,  13,  14.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  62.  Verflegan’s 
Reflitution  of  decayed  Intelligence,  p.  259. 

y  Camdeni  Annales  Elizabeths,  vol.  i.  p.  174.  Fuller’s  Church  Hiftory,  book  iii.  cent.  xiv. 
p.  iii.  1 1 2.  Strype’s  Annals  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  i.  p.  554. 
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Thread  at  Maid  done,  where  it  yet  remains,  and  merits  more  Notice  and  En¬ 
couragement,  than  hitherto  it  has  met  with  z„ 

Upon  the  River  Dart,  at  the  Confluence  of  which  with  the  Thames  flands 
die  Town  of  Dartford  ;  was  fet  up,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the 
firfl  Mill  for  making  white  Paper,  by  Mr.  John  Spilman,  a  German,  upon 
whom,  long  after,  King  James  conferred  the  Honour  of  Knighthood ;  but 
King  Charles,  more  fenfibly,  bellowed  upon  this  Sir  John  Spilman  a  Patent, 
and  a  Penfion  of  Two  hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  as  the  Reward  of  his  Inven¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  Support  of  the  Manufacture  a.  About  the  Year  1590,  God¬ 
frey  Box,  a  German,  ereCted  upon  the  fame  River  the  fir  ft  Slitting-Mill  which 
was  ever  ufed  for  making  Iron  Wire  ;  and  alfo  the  firfl  Battery-Mill  for 
making  Copper-plates  b.  Other  new  Inventions,  requiring  the  Afliflance  of 
Water,  have  been  fet  up  on  other  Streams ;  and  a  great  Variety  of  Machines 
of  this  fort  flill  fubfift  in  different  Parts  of  this  County.  But  thefe  things 
are  now  fo  common,  that  it  would  be  both  tedious  and  ufelefs  to  infill  upon 
them.  Amongfl  thefe,  we  may  reckon  the  making  Gunpowder,  in  feveral 
Places  c.  That  Manufacture,  however,  which  is  now  the  Glory  of  this 
County,  and,  indeed,  of  Britain,  is  Ship-building;  more  efpecially  at  the 
Royal  Yards :  As  at  Woolwich,  which  was  fettled  by  Henry  the  Eighth,  and 
fome  confiderable  Ships  built  there.  At  prefent,  there  is  not  only  a  mofl 
complete  Eflablifhment  for  the  building  and  equipping  Men  of  War,  a  Rope- 
walk,  Foundery,  and  Magazines,  but  alfo  many  private  Docks,  in  which 
prodigious  Bufinefs  is  carried  on,  and  Multitudes  of  People  employed 
Deptford,  which  from  a  fifhing  Village  of  a  few  Houles,  called  Well 
Greenwich,  the  fame  Monarch  raifed  to  a  fiourifhing  Town,  by  building 
Ships  there,  and  eflablifhing  the  Trinity-Houfe.  This  alfo  has  been  much 
enlarged,  improved,  and  rendered  more  convenient,  in  fucceeding  Times  e. 
Chatham  was  made  a  Royal  Yard  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  owed  its  firfl 
Eflablifhment  to  that  great  Seaman  Sir  John  Hawkins,  who,  with  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  deferves  to  be  fliled  the  Father  of  our  Mariners,  for  fettling  that  in- 
eflimable  Fund  of  Charity  there,  denominated  from  thence  the  Chest  at 


z  Dr.  Holland’s  Infertions  in  the  Text  of  Mr.  Camden’s  Britannia,  in  Kent.  Somner’s  Antiqui¬ 
ties  of  Canterbury,  p.  175.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  63.  Newton’s  Hiftory  ol  Maidftone, 
chap.  viii.  p.  101. 

a  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  1040.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  70.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent, 

P*  93-  *  . 

b  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.453.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.1040.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of 
Kent,  p.  93. 

c  Camdeni  Annales  Elizabeths,  vol.  i.  p.  86.  Houghton’s  Collections  for  the  Improvement  of 
Hnlbandry  and  Trade,  No.  ccxxviii,  ccxxix.  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.343. 

d  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  6.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Kent,  p.  59.  Additions  to  Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia. 

e  Lelandi  Commentar.  in  Cygneam  Cantionem,  p.  89.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent, 
p.  428,  429.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  73. 
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Chatham  f.  Sheernefs,  or  Shirenefs,  is  the  lateft  of  thefe  Yards,  which 
came  to  be  confidered,  from  the  Fort  erected  by  King  Charles  the  Second, 
to  cover  the-  Mouth  of  the  Medway.  It  is  now  very  much  augmented,  and 
rendered  in  all  refpedts  fo  commodious,  that  Ships  of  great  Force  are  built 
there  g.  It  requires  no  great  Penetration  to  difcern  how  beneficial  all  thefe 
Eftablifhments  muft  be  to  this  County. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Sea-Ports  in  this  County,  we  will  begin  from  the  Bor¬ 
ders  of  Sufifex,  and  with,  that  which  the  learned  Somner  will  have  to  be  the 
Portus  Lemanis  of  the  Romans  h  I  will  not  prefume  either  to  defend  or 
difpute  his  Opinion  ;  becaufe  I  am  fatisfied  he  was,  in  all  refpedts,  a  much 
better  Judge  than  I.  This,  however,  I  think  is  certain,,  that  he  has  proved 
the  River  Rother  was  antiently  called  Limene ;  that  it  ran.  into  an  fRftuary  of 
the  Sea,  below  Appledore ;  that  this  ALftuary  had  at  its  Mouth,  which  con- 
fequently  was  more  than  two  Miles  broad,  Lyd  on  one  Side,  and  Old  Romney 
on  the  other  f  This  laft  was  antiently  a  very  great  Place,  and  the  original 
Cinque  Port),  having  a  noble  and  capacious  Harbour,  by  which  it  was  fo 
much  enriched,  that,  at  the  Time  of  the  Conqueft,  it'  had  twelve  Wards,  a 
Priory,  and  an  Hofpital,  and  feveral,  fome  affirm  feven,  Pariffi-Churches  h. 
But,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  the  Sea  falling,  or  rather  being  driven,  from  it. 
New  Romney,  which  lies  about  a  Mile  and  half  to  the  Weft,  came  in  its- 
Place,  Old  Romney  becoming  a  Member  thereto  j  and,  in  the  Reign  of 
Edward  the  Third,  furnifhed  to  his  Fleet  four  Ships,  and  fixty-five  Men  L 
In  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  it  was  confidered  as  a  Port  (that  which  in 
Memory  had  been  fo,  being  then  become  a  Church-yard)  almoft  gone,  the 
Sea  lying  about  twTo  Miles  from  it m.  At  prefent,  it  has  loft  all  Pretenfions  of. 
that  kind,  except  that  it  continues  to  fend  two  Barons  to  Parliament,  as  one 
of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

Hith,  or,  as  it  is  fometimes  wrote,  Hethe,  is  another  of  the  Cinque  Ports,, 
lifen,  as  is  fuppofed,  out  of  the  Ruins  of  Weft  Hithe,  as  that  again  fprang 

*  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  365.  Camdeni  Annales  Elizabethae,  vol.  h  p.  86* 
Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trafts,  book  v.  p.454. 

g  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Dr.  E.  Chamberlayne’s  Prefent' 
State  of  England,  A.  D.  1687.  8vo.  p.182.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  281 . 

b  Treatife  of  the  Roman  Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent,  p.  37  —  75 ;  where  the  Point  is  fully  difcufled, 
with  equal  Induftry  and  Learning. 

*  Annal.  Saxon,  p.  165.  26  A.  D.  1052.  Gulielm.  Pi&avienf.  Gul.  Ducis,  p.204.  Twini 
Comment,  de  Rebus:  Aibion.  p.  31. 

k  Domefd.  f.  4.  a  col.  1.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  197.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of 
Kent,  p.  232. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  in  the  Appendix,  p.  143.  Hackluyt’s  Cohesion  of  Voyages, 
toI.  i.  p.  1 19.  Madox  Firma  Burgi,  p.  139, 

m  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia,  in  the  Englifh  Tranflation.  Brome’s  Travels  over  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.284,  285..  Harris’s  Hiflory  of  Kent,  p.  264* 
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from  the  Decay  of  Lyme-Hill,  which  many  of  our  great  Antiquaries  efteem 
the  true  Portus  Lemanis  ;  the  rather,  becaufe  at  that  Place  there  are  many 
antient  Ruins,  fome  Roman  Coins,  and  other  Antiquities,  found  n.  To  this 
it  may  be  added,  that  there  is  a  direcft  Roman  Road  from  hence  to  Canterbury, 
noW  called  Stoney-Street  o.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  alfo  another  Reafon,  which 
is,  that  Shipway,  lying  near  it,  was  the  Court  of  the  Lord  Warden  of  thefe 
Ports ;  where  he  was  fworn  into  his  Office ;  where  his  Court  of  Pleas  was 
held  j  and  where  the  Records  of  the  five  Towns  were  kept  p.  Hith  was  an- 
tiently  a  great  Town,  as  Leland  acquaints  us ;  had  four  Parishes,  though  now' 
there  is  only  a  Chapel,  dependent  upon  the  Parifh-Church  of  Saltwood  q. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  the  Welfare  of  all  thefe  Places,  fpringing  from  their 
Ports,  ffiifted  as  thofe  did  j  and  as  this  of  Hith  is  now  in  a  manner  utterly 
loll,  notwithflanding  fome  chargeable  Attempts  to  prevent  it,  this  Place,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Privilege  of  fending  Members,  retains  nothing  of  its  former  Great- 
nefs  r. 

Folkstone,  in  the  Opinion  of  fome  great  Antiquaries,  was  honoured  with 
a  Roman  Fort ;  and.,  if  Ruins  and  Remains  are  fufficient  Proofs,  this  Con¬ 
jecture  will  hardly  admit  of  any  Difpute  s.  The  learned  and  judicious  Somner, 
however,  is  not  altogether  convinced  even  by  thefe ;  yet  he  thinks  that  this,, 
rather  than  Stonar  in  the  Ifland  of  Thanet,  is  the  Lapis  Tituli,  mentioned 
by  one  of  our  ancient  Hiftorians  t.  Be  thefe  things  as  they  will,  it  is  very  certain 
that  Folkftone  had  once  a  good  Port,  and  was  a  far  more  confiderable  Place 
than  it  is  at  prefent.  It  was  Part  of  the  Pofieffions  of  that  famous  Saxon 
Nobleman  Earl  Godwin ;  had,  at  the  Conqueff,  five  Pariffi-Churches,  and 
paid  a  Rent  of  One  hundred  and  ten  Pounds  per  Annum  u.  But  it  is  now  long- 
ago,  fince  four  of  thofe  Parifh-Churches,  a  Nunnery,  and  a  Fortrefs,  have 

a  Leland ’s  Itinerary,  in  the  Appendix,  voL  vih  p.  141.  Roberti  Talboti  Annot.  in  AntoninP 
Itiner.  Brit. ,  itin.  iv.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  246. 

o  Leland ’s  Itinerary,  in  the  Appendix  to  vol.  vii.  p.  14 1.  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum 
Britannicarum,  p.  149.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  21. 

P  Roberti  Talboti  Annotat.  in  Antonini  Itiner.  ubi  fupra.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent, 
p.  183.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.144. 

q  Leland’s  Itinerary,,  in  the  Appendix  to  vol.  vii.  p.  14 1.  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topo¬ 
graphical  Diftionary,  p.  i"52.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.292. 

1  Dr.  Wallis,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal  Society,  No.  clxxv.  p.  978. 
Samuel  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  Lond.  1728,  fol.  p.  109.  Additions  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

s  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.246.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  the  County  of  Kent,  p.  103,  104.  Ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Leland  fpeaks  of  a  Boot  almoft  full 
of  Gold  and  Silver  Roman  Antiquities,  found  by  a  Peafant  here. 

*  Nennii  Hiftoria  Britonum,  cap.  xlvi.  Somner’s  Roman  Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent,  p.  94, 
Archbifliop  Ufher,  however,  places  this  Lapis  Tituli  at  Stonar.  Baxter  follows  him ;  but  Sal¬ 
mon  will  have  it  at  Richborrow,  and  calls  it  the  Pharos  of  Rutupium.  The  learned  Bifhop 
Stillingfleet,  the  judicious  Dr.  Gale,  and  the  inquifitive  Dr.  Stukeley,  follow  Somner. 

u  Lambard’s  Hiflorical  and  Topographical  Difrionary,  p.  116.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  the 
County  of  Kent,  p.103,  104,  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s- Britannia. 
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been  fwallowed  up  by  the  Sea :  Which  Misfortune,  great  as  it  is,  Folkftone 
(hews  us  is  ftill  Jefs  than  being  abfolutely  deferted  by  it ;  for,  having  yet  a 
fmall  Creek,  it  is,  though  a  little,  a  thriving  Place ;  has  Abundance  of  Barks, 
Cutters,  and  Fifhing-Boats,  belonging  to  it j  and,  though  nothing  in  Compa- 
rifon  of  what  it  once  was,  is,  however,  merely  from  the  Circumftance  before- 
mentioned,  in  a  much  better  Condition  than  moft  of  its  Neighbours  w.  It 
was  this  that  gave  it  a  Place  here,  as  ferving  as  the  ftrongeft  Inftance  of  what 
we  are  labouring  to  eftablifh,  and  proving  beyond  Contradiction,  that  even 
the  moft  inconfiderable  Port  (for  even  the  Pier,  raifed  almoft  within  Memory, 
by  Sir  Bafil  Dixwell,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  it,  is  deftroyed)  is  of  Confequence, 
and  may  flop  a  Place  from  dwindling  into  a  Village,  as  more  than  one  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  have  done,  though  Folkftone  never  had  that  Honour,  being 
only  (as  it  is  ftill)  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Dover  of  which  we  are  next  to 
ipeak. 

Dubris  is  the  Latin  Name  bellowed,  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  upon 
Dover,  another  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  which  the  Saxons  called  Dofra,  both 
very  probably  derived  from  the  Britilh  Word  Dour,  which  lignifies  Water  y. 
The  Convenience  of  its  Situation  drew  the  Attention  of  the  Roman  Governors, 
who  ruled  here,  while  they  polfelfed  this  Part  of  the  Illand ;  and  there  ftill 
remain  indubitable  Teftimonies  of  their  Care  and  RefpeCt  for  this  important 
Place  z.  In  order  to  the  Defence  of  which,  either  they,  or,  as  fome  affirm, 
Arviragus,  a  Britilh  King,  their  Confederate,  by  cutting  out  Walls,  with  in¬ 
finite  Labour,  in  the  folid  Rock,  conftructed  a  ftony  Fortrefs ;  and,  as  its 
venerable  Remains  ftill  prove,  ereCled  alfo  a  Pharos,  or  Light-houfe,  for 
the  Benefit  of  Navigation  a.  The  Saxons,  Danes,  and  Normans,  had  a  very 
high  Opinion  of  this  Place  b  •  and  when  the  Barons  invited  over  that  young 
Prince,  who  was  afterwards  Lewis  the  Eighth  of  France,  under  Colour  of 
delivering  the  People  from  the  Tyranny  of  King  John,  but,  in  reality,  to 
eftablilh  their  own,  his  Father,  Philip  Auguftus,  conceived  a  bad  Opinion  of 
the  Expedition  ;  becaufe,  though  in  Poftefiion  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Kingdom, 

w  Leland’s  Itinerary,  in  the  Appendix  to  vol.  vii.  p.  141.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  103. 
Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  124,  125,  126. 

x  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.  12  3.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales,  p.  296.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.123. 

y  Talboti  Annotat.  in  Antonini  itiner.  itin.  iii.  Lelandi  Cormnentar.  in  Cygneam  Cantionem, 
p.  49.  Somner’s  Roman  Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent,  p.  30.  The  learned  and  judicious  Dean  Gale, 
however,  takes  the  Roman  Name  to  have  been  Dubrae,  fignifying  between  two  Mills,  from  the 
Britilh  Words  dwy,  two,  and  Bre,  or  Bryn,  a  Hill. 

a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  242.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  49.  Salmon's  New 
Survey  of  England,  p.  19. 

*  Ex  Chronico  Dovarencis  Monafterii,  apud  Lelandi  Colledtan.  tom.  ii.  p.  50.  J.  Rofs’s  Hi- 
floriu  Regum  Angliae,  p.45.47.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.122, 

^  Eadmeri  Hiftoriae  novorum,  lib.  i.  Liber  Niger  Scaccarii,  p.  340.  Simeon  Dunelmenfis 
Hiftoria,  A.  D.  1066.  Matth.  Paris  Hifh  Angl.  vol.  i.  p.  286.  Waltgri  de  Hemingford  Hift, 
EuvardiL  p.  59.  Anpales  de  DunJlaple,  A.  D.  1295, 
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the  Cattle  and  Port  of  Dover  were  ftill  held  for  King  John,  by  Hubert  de 
Burgh  c.  In  its  moft  flourittting  State,  this  impregnable  Fortrefs,  and  then 
opulent  Emporium,  had  twenty-one  Wards,  each  of  which  furnilhed  a  Ship 
for  the  public  Service,  ten  Gates,  feven  Parifh-Churches,  many  religious 
Houfes,  Hofpitals,  and  other  public  Edifices  d.  The  Decay  of  the  Town  was 
brought  on  by  that  of  the  Harbour ;  to  recover  which,  Henry  the  Eighth,  of 
all  our  Monarchs  the  moft  attentive  to  Things  of  this  Nature,  fpent  no.  lefs. 
than  fixty-three  thoufand  Pounds  in  building  of  Piers,  and  five  thoufand 
Pounds  more  in  conftrudting  a  Cattle  between  this  Place  and  Folkftone,  called 
Sandgate,  where  the  Shore  was  flat,  and  the  Landing  was  eafy  e.  But,  not-* 
withstanding  all  the  Pains  and  Expence  thus  employed  for  the  Succour  of  this 
Port,  it  was,  in  a  manner,  choaked  up  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by 
whofe  provident  Care,  however,  it  was  once  more,  at  a  great  Charge,  and 
with  vaft  Labour,  fo  recovered,  that  Ships  of  fome  hundred  Tons  entered  the 
Port ;  and  feveral  Adts  were  pafled  in  that,  and  in  the  fucceeding  Reign,  for 
the  Amendment  and  Support  of  this  important  Haven  k  Since  that  Time  it 
has  again  declined,  notwithfianding  many  Efforts  made,  more  efpecially  in 
the  Reigns  of  King  Charles  the  Second  and  of  William  the  Third,  and  great 
Attiftance  given,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  for  its* 
Relief  g.  But  as  the  poor  Haven,  fuch  as  it  is,  remains  ftill  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  Veflels  of  fmall  Burden,  and  as  the  Packets  to  France  and  Flanders  are- 
Rationed  here  in  the  Time  of  Peace,  it  is,  though  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  Books 
but  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Sandwich,  by  much  the  Place  of  moft  Trade 
and  Bufinefs  upon  all  this  Coaft,  and  the  People  the  moft  adtive  and  induftrious. 
Deal,  perhaps,  only  excepted.  The  Town,  in  its  prefen t  State-,  may  be  a 
Mile  in  Length.  It  has  two  Parifh-Churches  remaining  ;  and  the  Cattle,  fo 
formidable  in  antient  Days,  being  now  become  of  little  Confequence,  there 
are  two  Block-Houfes  for  its  Defence  h  :  But  both  the  Fortrefs  and  the  Town 
retain  their  old  Honours  ;  the  former  has  its  Conftable,  and  the  latter  its 
Mayor,  and  other  Magiftrates  :  And  may  they  retain  them  !  that  thefe  Infignia 

«  Thomae  Sprotti  Chronica,  p.  1 19.  Hen.  de  Knyghton  de  Eventibus  Angliae,  apud  x.  Script,., 
tol.  2427.  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  91,  92,  93. 

*  Pat.  17  Edw.  II.  P.  i.  m.  1.  et  P.  ii.  m.  28..  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  145. 
KiRuirne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  78 — 85. 

c  Roberti  Talboti  Annotat.  in  Antonini  Itiner..  Brit,  ubi  fupra..  Lelandi  Comment.  in  Cyg- 
»cam  Cantionem,  p.  53.  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  93.  Some. 
MSS.  fn  the  Pofteftion  of  the  antient  Family  of  Deering,  compute  the  King’s  Expence  at  eighty- 
thoufand  Pounds. 

i  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  243..  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  157.  Kilburne’s  Sur¬ 
rey  of  the  County  of  Kent,  p.  85.  In  confequence  of  a  Reprefentation,  as  there  is  fome.Reafon 
to  believe,  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

g  Star.  14  Car.  Ii.  cap.  27.  Stat.  n  Gulielm.  HI.  cap.  5.  feet.  1-.  Stat.  2  Annae,  cap.  7. 
fe£t.  1.  Stat.  9  Geo.  I.  cap.  30.  fe<ft.  1.  Stat.  11  Geo.  II.  cap.  7.  feft.  1*.  Stat.  31 
Geo.  II. 

fa  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  299,  300.  Baxteri  Gloftarium 
Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.207.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.  i,  p.  18,  19. 
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of  former  Splendor  may,  fome  Time  or  other,  excite  the  Legiflature  to  make 
a  thorough  Examination,  whether  it  may  not  be  {till  practicable  to  do  fome- 
thing  towards  retrieving  its  Ports;  which,  if  it  could  be  effected,  the  Town 
of  itfelf  would  rife  again  into  Confideration,  from  the  Excellence  of  its  Pofi- 
tion,  that  Gift  of  Nature ;  the  Advantages  of  which,  though  they  may  be 
fufpended,  cannot  be  annihilated,  even  by  the  mofl  fupine  NegleCt  h 

Deal,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Dola  of  Nennius,  lies  between  Dover 
and  Sandwich,  upon  a  flat  level  Coafl ;  and  juftifies  the  Obfervation  that  has 
been  before  made  in  favour  of  fuch  Situations,  that  they  are  lefs  liable  to  be 
injured  by  the  Sea;  and,  indeed,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,,  this  is  ftill, 
except  it  may  be  the  Sea’s  fhrinking  a  little  from  it,  in  much  the  fame  Con¬ 
dition  it  was,  even  in  the  earlieft  Accounts  we  have  of  this  Place,  though  we 
have,  perhaps,  none  earlier  of  any  in  this  Ifland  h.  This  is  a  Member  of 
Sandwich,  as  a  Cinque  Port ;  and  a  Member  of  the  fame  Place,  confidered  as 
a  Port  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  Books  h  The  great  Conveniency  of  landing  here, 
has  been  of  infinite  Benefit  to  the  Place  ;  fo  that  it  is  very  large  and  populous, 
divided  into  the  upper  and  lower  Towns,  adorned  with  many  fair  Buildings, 
being  in  effeCt  the  principal  Place  upon  the  Downs ;  and,  on  that  Account, 
having,  both  in  War  and  Peace,  a  continual  Refort  of  People  m.  Henry  the 
Eighth,  for  its  Protection,  not  only  built  a  Caflle  here,  but  alfo  two  others, 
one  on  the  North,  called  Sandown  Cattle,  and  another  on  the  South,  {tiled 
Walmer  Caflle  n ;  fo  that,  in  all  refpeCts,  it  is  the  mofl  flourilhing  Place 
upon  this  Coafl,  enjoys  a  very  confiderable  Portion  of  Trade,  and  has,  for 
the  prefent,  eclipfed  the  Port  to  which  it  is  a  Member 

Sandwich,  in  the  Opinion  of  fome,  and  thofe  too  of  our  greateft  Anti¬ 
quaries,  is  thought  to  be  the  Portus  Rhutupinus  (called  Portus  Ritupis  in 
the  Itinerary)  of  the  antient  Romans,  and  in  their  Times  the  mofl  celebrated 
Port  in  Britain  p.  But,  though  in  effeCt  the  Thing  is  really  fo,  yet  one  may, 

1  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.  no,  in.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum, 
p.  120 — 123.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  100 — 105.  371 — 374. 

k  The  learned  Dr.  Halley  has  proved,  Mifcellanea  Curiofa,  vol.  iii.  p.  426,  that  Julius  Cmfar 
landed  here,  Augufl  26th,  in  the  Year  before  the  Coming  of  Chrift  55.  It  appears  Perkin  War- 
beck  landed  here,  July  3,  1495.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  7  1.  As  did  alfo  the  Lady  Anne 
of  Cleves,  when  fhe  came  to  marry  Henry  VIII.  December  27  th,  1  540,  Holinglhed’s  Chronicle, 
vol.  ii.  p.  948. 

1  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  71.  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.125.  Crouch’s 
View  of  the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.  385. 

m  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.  25.  120.  125.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum, 
p.  119.  Salmon’s  New  Survey  of  England,  vol.i.  p.  19. 

n  Lelandi  Commentar.  in  Cygneam  Cantionem,  p.  49,  Itinerary,,  vol.  vii.  in  the  Appendix, 
p.127.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.143,  144. 

°  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  303.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Com- 
mercialis,  p.  10.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  95,  96. 

P  Antonini  Itinerar.  iter.  ii.  Ptolemsei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  C.  Taciti  in  Vita  Agri- 
coim.  Ammian.  Marcel.  Hill.  lib.  xx.  cap.  1.  P.  Orofn  Hifior.  lib.  i.  cap.  2. 
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with  more  Propriety,  fay,  that  Sandwich  is  all  that  is  now  left  of  the  Roman 
Port,  than  that  it  is  the  Port.  The  farther  this  Matter  has  been  inquired  into, 
the  ftridter  the  Care  with  which  it  has  been  examined,  and  the  clofer  it  has 
been  lifted,  by  the  ableft  Critics,  the  plainer  Truth  has  gradually  appeared  q. 
It  grew  evident,  upon  their  firft  Refearches,  that,  in  antient  Times,  when 
there  were  far  better  Opportunities  of  coming  at  Certainty,  Richborough,  or 
rather  Ratelborough,  or,  as  Beda  calls  it,  Reptaceaftre,  and  not  Sandwich, 
was  taken  for  Rhutupium  r.  The  very  learned,  fagacious,  and  indefatigable 
Somner,  thought  to  fettle  this  Point,  by  feparating  the  Roman  Fortrefs  from 
the  City ;  he  allows  that  Richborough  was  the  former,  but  maintains,  that  we 
are  to  look  for  the  latter  at  Sandwich  s.  Other  able  and  diligent  Antiquaries, 
perceived  that  Richborough,  though  it  is  now,  had  not  been  always  on  the 
Kentifh  Side  of  the  Wantfume,  and  thence  concluded,  that  it  mud:  have  been 
once  in  the  Illand  of  Thanet  t.  On  a  yet  deeper  Difquilition,  it  was  con¬ 
ceived,  from  the  antient  Defcriptions,  there  were  certainly  two  Places  of  this 
Name ;  and,  therefore,  the  ingenious  and  judicious  Mr.  Horfley  chufes  rather 
to  call  them  Ritupiae,  or  Rhutupiae,  than  Rhutupium ;  in  which  he  is  juffcified 
by  Ptolemy  u.  All  thefe  Enquiries  tended  finally  to  fhew,  that  this  was,  when 
the  Romans  poffelfed  the  Country,  and  long  after,  a  Port  of  very  great  Extent ; 
and  which  muff,  confequently,  have  been  very  different  from  what  Sandwich 
now  is,  or,  indeed,  ever  was,  fince  that  very  little  Part  of  the  Port,  which  is 
Hill  left,  received  its  Denomination  from  that  Place  w.  Upon  comparing, 
therefore,  all  thefe  Paflages  together,  and  attending  to  the  Difcoveries  of  a  very 
diligent  Obferver  of  the  Face  of  the  Country,  to  whole  Care  we  owe  a  philo- 
fophic  Chart  of  this  Part  of  Kent  *,  we  fee  pretty  clearly  how  Things  muff 
have  flood  in  thofe  remote  Times,  and,  of  courfe,  the  Condition  of  this  Port, 
which,  as  I  formerly  promifed,  I  will  now,  though  not  without  fome  Appre- 
henlion  of  Cenfure,  do  my  befl  to  explain  y. 

q  See  Talbot’s,  Burton’s,  and  Gale’s  Commentaries  on  the  Itinerary.  Confult  Lambard  and 
Camden,  as  alfo  Somner,  Gibfon,  and  Plot ;  but,  above  all,  the  ingenious,  elegant,  and  learned 
Antiquitates  Rutupinse  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Battely,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  where  every 
Point  is  difcufied  with  equal  Perfpicuity  and  Erudition. 

"  r  Bedae  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  i.  cap.  t.  Alured.  Beverl.  Annales,  lib.  i.  Lambard’s  Hiflorical 
and  Topographical  Ditt ionary,  p.  287. 

s  In  his  Difcourfe  on  the  Roman  Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent,  p.  4.  87.  But  Orofius  allures  us, 
the  City,  Fortrefs,  and  Port,  were  all  together. 

t  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis,  p.  38.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent, 

p.  hi. 

u  I  fubmit  to  the  judicious  Reader’s  Judgment,  whether,  for  the  fake  of  Perfpicuity,  the  City 
and  Fortrefs  at  the  one  Extremity  Ihouldmot  be  Riled  Rhutupium  ;  that  at  the  other,  Regulbium  ; 
the  Haven,  Portus  Rhutupinus,  or  Rhutupiae,  as  lying  between  thefe  Forts,  and  the  whole  Ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Shore,  Littus  Rhutupinum,  the  Rhutupian  Coaft. 

w  It  was  for  this  Reafon,  that  Twine  places  it  at  Dover;  Talbot,  and  others,  at  Stonar 
and  fome  foreign  Geographers  at  Canterbury,  and  even  at  Rochefter. 

*  Dr.  Packe’s  Ancography,  or  Explanation  of  his  philofophical  Chart  of  Eail  Kent,  p.  44. 

y  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  153. 
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Thanet,  which  is  fearce  at  this  Day  a  Peninfula,  was  formerly  a  complete 
Ifland,  and  nearly,  as  I  take  it,  of  a  circular  Figure  2.  In  the  Time  of  the  Rod¬ 
mans,  the  Sea  on  the  South- Weft  Side  of  the  Ifland,  between  that  and  the 
main  Land  of  Kent,  was  at  leaft  four  Miles  broad,  and  gradually  decreaflng 
as  it  pafled  along  the  South  Side  of  the  Ifland,  became  at  length  lefs  than  two 
Miles,  and  at  Sarr,  which  was  the  narrowed:  Part,  might  be  about  a  Mile  and 
a  half.  Thus  far  flowed  the  South,  which  there  met  the  North  Sea:  That 
entered  at  what  was  from  thence  ftiled  Normutha,  that  is  North  Mouthy 
where  Remains  of  every  kind,  Bricks,  domeftic  Utenftls,  Coins,  &c.  plainly 
Iliew  there  was  a  Roman  Station,  not  at  all  inferior  in  Splendour  to  the  other 
at  Ritupium ;  and  to  cover  this  City,  as  well  as  to  defend  the  Entrance  of 
the  fafeft  and  moft  important  Port  then  in  the  Ifland,  they  conftrudted  on  a 
riling  Ground  a  ftrong  and  noble  Fortrefs,  which  was  called  Regulbium,  by 
the  Saxons  Raculfcefter,  now  Reculver  *.  At  the  oppoftte  Entrance,  on  the 
South- Weft  Side  of  Thanet,  in  a  fmall  Ifland,  which  thefe  Buildings  almoft 
entirely  occupied,  flood  the  City  and  Fortrefs  of  Ritupium,  which  is  now, 
with  fo me  indelible  Characters  of  ancient  Strength  and  Luftre,  ftiled  Rich- 
borough  b.  This,  as  it  gives  a  fatisfadtory  View  of  a  deep,  fecure,  and  extenftve 
Harbour,  ftiews  why  thofe  Stations  and  Fortrefles  were  eredted  at  each  Ex¬ 
tremity,  accounts  for  their  being  named  Ritupias,  and  affords  us  a.  juft  Idea  of 
the  wife  Policy  and  admirable  Contrivance  of  the  Romans,  to  render  this 
Province  of  Cantium  rich  and  well  peopled,  by  making  this  commodious 
Haven  and  its  Emporia,  the  Centre  of  Commerce  between  Britain  and  the 
Countries  round  it. 

Pr  would  be  no  difficult  Talk,  if  both  the  external  and  internal  Characters 
of  Veracity  were  lefs  apparent,  to  maintain  all  that  has  been  advanced  from  the 
moft  authentic  Writers.  We  have  the  Teftimony  of  an  unexceptionable 
Author,  that  through  this  Port  lay  the  diredt  and  accuftomed  Paflage  to 
London  by  Sea,,  beyond  the  middle  of  the  fourth  Century  c.  It  remainedrin. 
its  natural  and  perfedt  State,  fo  long  as  the  Romans  enjoyed  Britain,  and 
no  doubt  for  fome  Time  after.  But  in  Beda’s  time,  and  perhaps  an  Age 
before  that,  the  Port  began  to  decline  by  diminifhing.  its  Breadth:  For  he 
tells  us  that  it  was  then  but  three  Furlongs  wide,  fordable  in  two  Places* 

*  Artemidorus,  apud  Strabonis  Geograph.. lib.- iv.  p.  198.  C.  J.  Solini  Polyhiftor.  cap.  xxv. - 
Ammian.  Marcel,  lib,  18.  cap.  2. 

a  We  find  no  mention  made  of  Regulbium,  either  in  Antoninus’s  Itinerary,  or  in  Ptolemy,  but? 
in  the  Notitia  it  occurs  ;  and  We  are  told  the  Tribune  of  the  firft  Cohort  of  the  Vetafians,  or  Beta-  - 
fians  was  ported  there;  from  whence  the  judicious  Batteley  infers,  that  at  firrt  both  the  Roman 
Stations  bore  the  fame  Name  (Rutupiae),  and  that  under  Theodofius  this  was  called  Regulbium. 

b  Bedae  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  xxvi.  [Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  138.  Lamb'ard’s  Hirto- 
jfical  and  Topographical  Di&ionary,  p.  287.  In  an  old  Charter  it  is  called  Rifburg. 

*  Ammiani  Marcellini  Hift:  lib.  xx.  cap.  i.  where  he  mentions  Lupicinus  failing  through  this 
Streight  to  London,  See  alfo. lib.  xxvii.  cap.  vi'u  . 
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and  was  called  Wantfume,  or  the  deficient  Water  d.  It  continued  however 
a  paflable  Streight,  for  Ships  of  fome  Burthen,  till  about  the  Norman  Con- 
queft  e  j  a  little  after  which  what  had  been  already  begun  was  profecuted  with 
Diligence.  For,  as  we  are  told,  when  it  was  once  perceived  that  the  Tides 
no  longer  flowed  with  any  confiderable  Vigour,  fo  that  this  Element,  which 
is  naturally  irrefiftible,  feemed  lefs  able  to  keep  what  it  yet  retained  of  its 
antient  PofTeflions,  the  Inhabitants  on  both  Sides  began  to  dyke  out  the  Sea, 
fo  that  gradually  they  brought  on  thofe  great  Changes  which  now  appear f 
The  Stream  that  originally  ran  into  the  Arm  of  the  North  Sea,  which  divided 
Thanet  from  the  Continent,  runs  now,  which  fhews  in  fome  meafure  the 
Breadth  of  the  old  Channel,  a  Mile  and  a  half  Eaft  of  Reculver,  while  the 
Stour  makes  its  way  into  the  South  Sea  at  Sandwich  g.  The  Diftance  between, 
thefe  two  Streams  is  fomething  better  than  a  Mile  ;  which  Ifthmus  however 
is  cut  by  an  artificial  Current  of  Water,  called  the  Mile-Stream,  over  which 
there  is  a  Bridge  in  the  Road  to  Sarr;  fo  that  the  Ifle  of  Thanet,  which 
was  formerly  feparated  from  the  Continent,  by  the  entire  Channel  of  the  old 
Portus  Rhutupinus,  or  Ritupenfis,  and  was  then,  as  in  its  natural  State,  all 
high  Land,  is  now  a  Peninfula,  or  at  beft  a  River  Ifle  only,  with  the  Stour- 
Wantfume  on  the  South,  the  Mile-Stream  on  the  South-Weft,  and  the  Ne- 
thergong-Wantfume  on  the  Weft  L  The  reft  of  the  Illand  looks  to  the 
Eaft  and  North  Seas  as  heretofore ;  but  the  Figure  (for  which  the  Reafon  will 
be  hereafter  given)  is  altered  from  a  circular  to  an  irregular  oval  3  which  Cir- 
cumftance,  as  we  fhall  likewife  fliew,  is  a  very  ftrong  Confirmation  of  the 
Reality  of  that  Opinion  which  is  here  advanced. 

It  is  very  poflible  that  an  inquifitive  and  judicious  Reader  may  expcdl  fome¬ 
thing  more  diftindt  and  particular,  as  to  the  precife  Time  when,  and  the 
Manner  in  which,  this  famous  Port  was  thus  ruined  and  loft  i :  But  in 
tracing  thefe  Points  I  cannot  pretend  to  the  fame  Certainty  as  with  regard  to 
the  general  Fadls  already  mentioned,  which  I  think  too  well  fupported  to  ad- 

<3  Bedae  Hift.  Ecclef.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  1  cap.  xxvi.  Larribard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  97. 
Lewis’s  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Ifle  of  Thanet,  or  Tenet,  p.  27. 

e  It  was  feveral  times  palled  by  the  Danes;  and,  as  we  learn  from  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  p.  137. 
was  alfo  pafled  by  Earl  Goodwin,  A.  D.  1052,  with  a  numerous  Squadron,  and,  for  thofe  Days, 
large  Ships  likewife. 

f  Sir  Thomas  Moore’s  Dialogues,  fol.  it 9.  a.  Edit.  1559.  Sir  William  Dugdale's  Hiflory 
of  Imbanking  and  Draining,  cap.  xii.  Lewis’s  Hiflory  and  Antiquities  of  the  file  of  Tenet, 

p.  5. 

g  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  264.  Dr.  Philemon  Holland’s  Tranflation  of  the 
Britannia.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  369. 

h  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  313,  314.  Lewis’s  Hiflory  and  Antiquities  of  die  Ifle  of 
Tenet,  p.  5.  Dr.  Packe’s  Ancography,  or  Defcription  of  his  Chart  of  Eaft-Kent,  p.  13, 
i  It  is  obferved  by  our  moft  induflxious  and  intelligent  Antiquaries,  that  the  Roman  Road 
(which  certainly  once  led  to  the  Port)  is  no  longer  to  be  traced-;  which  is  eaffly  accounted  for, 
now  we  know  the  City,  Fortrefs,  and  Port,  were  in  an  Ifland.:  And  this  too  removes  the  Objec-* 
lion  as  to  Diftance. 
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mit  of  any  Controverfy.  However  I  will  fpeak  my  private  Sentiment,  and  leave 
it  either  to  be  confirmed  or  refuted  by  fome  abler  Pen  k.  It  feems  then  very 
probable  to  me,  that  the  firft  Encroachments  were  made  by  the  Monks  or 
other  Ecclefiaftics,  to  whom,  as  I  take  it,  both  the  Ritupise  were  given  by 
the  Kings  of  Kent ;  and  they  having,  at  lead;  in  thofe  Days,  no  Notion  of 
Trade,  but  being  great  Improvers  of  Land,  thought  every  Addition  of  this 
nature  a  mighty  Acquifition  h  The  Saxons  had  probably  deftroyed  the  Roman 
Fortrefs,  though  not  the  City  of  Ritupium,  during  their  Wars  with  the  Bri¬ 
tons  ;  and  I  apprehend  the  firft  Step  taken  of  this  kind,  was  the  annexing 
the  Ifland  upon  which  it  ftood  to  the  Continent  of  Kent  m.  This  was  actually 
accomplifhed  before  Beda’s  Time,  for  he  does  not  feem  fo  much  as  to  have' 
heard  that  it  ever  was  an  Illand  n.  I  will  here  take  the  Liberty  of  mention¬ 
ing  a  Sufpicion  of  my  own ;  which  is  this,  that  even  our  ableft  Antiquaries 
are  miftaken,  in  fuppofing  that  the  ancient  Britons  gave  the  Name  of  Innis 
Ruym  to  the  Ifland  of  Thanet,  and  this  for  the  very  Reafon  they  aflign 
in  Support  of  their  Opinion,  that  it  referred  to  the  Roman  Port  of  Rutu- 
pium  ;  whereas  it  feems  much  more  likely,  that  this  Appellation  belonged 
to  the  little  Ifland  on  which  that  City  flood,  and  not  to  the  Ifland  of  Thanet, 
upon  which  it  never  ftood  at  ali 

After  the  Jun&ion  of  the  Ifle  to  Kent,  the  Sea  no  longer  flowing  with 
the  fame  Freedom,  began  to  throw  up  immenfe  Quantities  of  Beach  on  the 
oppofite  Side,  which  produced  Stonar,  more  properly  Eftanore,  that  is,  the- 
Eaft  Stone  Shore,  originally  an  Ifle  by  itfelf,  but  quickly  united  by  the  Monks,, 
who  made  a  Caufeway  for  that  Purpofe  to  the  Ifle  of  Thanet  p.  Here  there 
was  a  very  confpicuous  Town,  though  now  there  is  only  a  Farm  Houfe;  and  a 
kind  of  Port,  about  which,  in  later  Times,  there  were  great  Difputes  between 
the  Inhabitants  of  Sandwich  and  the  Abbots  of  St.  Auftin  in  Canterbury, 
the  former  claiming  it  as  dependent  upon  their  Port,  and  the  latter  as  belong- 

k  According  to  fome  Authors,  the  Roman  Road  lay  through,  or  very  near,  the  Town  of 
Woodenfborough,  now  Winfbury,  where  many  Coins  and  other  Remains,  indubitably  Roman,, 
have  been  found  ;  and  thence  proceeding  to  the  Sea-fide,  to  the  Port  where  the  Ships  rode,  was. 
exa&ly  twelve  Miles,  agreeable  to  the  Itinerary. 

1  MonaRicon  Anglican,  tom.  i.  p.  21,  86.  Evident.  Ecclef.  Chrifli  Cant,  inter  x.  Script.  p„ 
2207,  2220.  Tanner’s  Notitia  MonaRica,  p.  97. 

m  Our  mod  intelligent  Antiquaries  think  the  Saxons  on  their  firR  infeRing  this  CoaR  deRroyed 
this  City  and  Fortrefs;  but  others  afcribe,  and  I  apprehend  with  more  Probability,  the  DeRrudfion 
of  the  former  to  the  Danes :  The  demolifhing  the  CaRle  might  be  neceflary  to  Conquerors,  the 
plundering  the  City  mod:  likely  to  be  done  by  Pirates. 

n  It  probably  was  Rill  an  Ifland  when  Augufline  a  Monk  came  hither,  but  was  connedled  to. 
the  Continent  before  Beda’s  Time,  and  belonged  to  the  See  of  Canterbury. 

0  Simeonis  Dunelmenfls  HiRoria,  inter  x.  fcript.  col.  120.  Innis  Ruym,  orRuim,  feems  to  be 
the  Roman  Ifland,  the’  it  muR  be  allowed  the  Word  is  differently  written. 

p  Lewis’s  HiRory  of  the  Ifle  of  Tenet,  p.  132,  133-.  Our  judicious  Antiquary  Talbot  fets 
down  Stonar  for  the  Roman  Port,  and  Dr.  Stukeley  is  of  the  fame  Opinion  ;  but  Lewis,  and  all 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Place,  agree  as.  to  the  Point  Rated  ia  the  Text, 
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ing  to  them  in  virtue  of  royal  Grants  q.  This  warm  Conteft  is  commonly 
faid  to  have  been  between  the  Citizens  of  London  and  the  Abbots  of  St.  Auftin, 
but  that  arifes  from  the  Denomination  that  Sandwich  once  had  of  London- 
wic  r  •  becaufe  while  the  Rutupian  Road  remained  in  a  tolerable  Degree 
free  and  open,  it  was  the  conftant  Station,  as  the  Downs  now  is,  of  the 
Shipping  belonging  to  the  Port  of  London,  then,  as  at  prefent,  the  greateft 
trading  City  in  this  Ifiand. 

After  all,  Sandwich,  though  at  the  Diftance  of  a  long  Series  of  Years, 
came  in  the  Place  of  Rutupium ;  that  is,  when  the  Roman  City  was 
deftroyed,  and  the  Port  of  Ebbesfleet,  properly  Wippedsfleet,  on  the  Side 
of  Thanet  began  to  fill  up,  a  new  Town  was  neceflarily  built  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  and  the  Correfpondence  which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between  the 
old  Port  and  the  oppoftte  Coaft  was  gradually  transferred  thither  s.  But 
that  Sandwich,  though  it  came  thus  in  the  Place,  could  never  be  the  Roman. 
Rutupium,  will  appear  from  a  few  ihort  Remarks.  It  does  not  anfwer  the 
Defcription  given  of  that  Place  by  antient  Hiftorians.  It  hands  low,  in  an 
unhealthy  Situation,  which  no  Roman  City  ever  did.  There  have  been  no 
Coins,  or  other  Reliques  of  Antiquity,  found  in  or  near  it.  Laftly,  the 
Name  is  plainly  Saxon,  and  fhews  that  the  Coaft  was  expofed  to  Drifts  of 
Sand  when  this  Place  was  built  t.  It  is  impoftible  to  fix  the  Date  of  its 
Foundation ;  but  about  the  middle  of  the  ninth  Century,  Athelftan  King  of 
Kent  beat  a  Danifti  Fleet  here  ;  and  from  that  Period  to  the  Norman  Conqueft 
it  was  reputed  the  beft  Port  in  England  ;  for  till  then,  and  a  confiderable  Time 
after,  the  Paflage,  though  much  diminifhed  in  Breadth,  was  open  u  •  fince 
we  find  that  Earl  Goodwin,  after'  ravaging  the  Coaft  of  Suftex,  tailed  behind 
the  Ifle  of  Thanet  and  came  up  the  Thames  w„ 


Chron.  W.  Thorn,  inter  x.  Script.  coL  1794,  i880,  1933,  2130,  21.43..  Lewis’s  HiAorj 
and  Antiquities  of  the  Ifle  of  Tenet,  p.  133 — 139.  Harris’s  HiAoryof  Kent,  p.299. 

r  The  learned  and  judicious  Sornner,  in  his  Difcourfe  on  the  Roman  Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent,, 
p.  9.  clearly  proves  that  Sandwich  (or  it  may  be  RIchborough.)  had  the  Name  of  Lunden-wic,. 
i.  e.  the  Port  of  London,  being  fo  Ailed  in  the  Laws  of  Lothair  King- of  Kent.  My  Notion,  par¬ 
don  me  Reader  for  mentioning  it,  is  this,  That  the  Londoners  acquired  RIchborough,  which 
from  thence  was  called  Lunden-wic,  in  oppofltion  to  which  the  Village  on  the  adjacent  Shore- 
was,  from  its  Situation,  called  Sand-wic ;  and  that  the  former  decaying,  the  latter  came  in  its 
room. 

s  Lelandi  Genethliacon  Eadverdi  Principis,  p.  37,  38’.  u  Lambard’s  Hiftorical  and  Topo¬ 
graphical  Diflionary,  p.  332,  333.  Batteley  Antiq.  Rutupinae,  p.  9,  16. 

1  Vitruvii  Architedh  i.  4.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  240.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium:  Curiofum,, 
p.  1 17,  1 18. 

u  Simeonis  Dunelmenfis  HiAoria,  int.  x.  Script,  col.  122.  Encomium  Emmae,  inter  Scriptores-. 
HiAorke  Normaniae,  p.  168.  Florent.  Vigorn.  ad  A.  D.  1009. 

w  Chron.  Saxon,  p  167,  4.  Chron.  J.  Bromton,  inter  x.  Script,  col.  943.  Alurcdi  Bever- 
kceniis  ilnnales,  p.  59.. 
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King  Knute,  orCanutus,  gave  this  Town  and  Port  by  a  very  memorable 
Charter  to  the  Monaftery  of  Chrift-Church  in  Canterbury  In  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  Confeflor,  as  we  find  in  Domefday-book,  there  were  in  this 
Borough  three  hundred  and  feven  Houfes.  In  King  John’s  Time  it  was 
burned  by  Lewis  of  France.  Edward  the  firft,  to  reftore  the  Place,  removed 
t-he  Staple  thither,  and  acquired  the  bell;  Part  of  it  from  the  Monks  y.  His 
Grandfon  Edward  the  third  completed  the  Exchange,  and  recovered  this 
Town  from  them  entirely,  for  the  Manor  of  Borly  in  Eftex2.  The  Wars 
with  France  in  that  and  in  the  fucceeding  Reigns,  particularly  thofe  of  Henry 
the  fifth,  contributed  very  much  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Place,  and  to  enriching 
its  Inhabit?. ms.  In  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  fixth  it  had  a  very  fiourifhing 
Trade,  fo  that  the  Cuftoms  amounted  to  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thoufand 
Pounds  per  Annum  ;  and  in  the  next  Reign  it  had  ninety-five  Ships,  and 
upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  Seamen  a :  But  not  long  after  it  began  to  decay. 
Leland  tells  us,  that  a  great  Ship  belonging  to  Pope  Paul  the  third,  being  loft 
in  the  Harbour,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  a  Bank  came  in  the 
Place,  by  the  gradual  Accefilon  of  Sands  h  ;  and  fince  that  Time  it  has  been 
continually  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  notwithftanding  all  the  Endeavours 
that  have  been  ufed  for  its  Recovery  c,  and  notwithftanding  the  Flemings, 
who  fettled  here  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  not  only  fet  up  a  Ma¬ 
nufacture,  but  alfo  taught  the  Inhabitants  feveral  Methods  of  improving  their 
Land,  particularly  by  the  Cultivation  of  Carrots,  and  other  Vegetables,  in 
high  Perfection  ;  on  account  of  which  Sandwich  has  been  long  celebrated  d.  It 
retains,  however,  the  Honour  of  being  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  is  ftill 
the  only  legal  Port  in  this  County,  with  a  Cuftorm  houfe,  and  proper  Of¬ 
ficers  ;  though,  in  all  other  RefpeCts,  but  the  Shadow  of  what  it  was e. 


*  Textus  RofFenfis,  p.  37.  Evidentiae  Ecclelke  Chrifti  Cantuar.  inter  x  Script,  col.  2225, 
2226.  Monaft.  Anglican,  tom.  i.  p.  21. 

y  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.238.  Our  Kings  often  exchanged  Lands  in  this  Manner,  in 
order  to  recover  their  Ports  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Monks. 

z  Lambard’s  Pei  ..mbulation  of  Kent,  p.  130.  Cotton’s  Abridgment  of  the  Records  in  the 
Tower,  p.  157.  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.  no,  111. 

a  Cotton’s  Abridgment,  p.  650.659.  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.  111.  Har¬ 
ris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  273. 

b  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  127.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  241.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p. 
■273  • 

c  Stat.  22  Geo.  II.  p.  827,  for  eftablilhing  an  Haven  at  Ramfgate,  in  the  Ifle  of  Thanet,  gives  . 
two  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  out  of  the  Duties  granted  by  that  Aft  for  the  Support  of 
Sandwich  Haven,  and  impowers  the  Commiflioners  to  raife  ten  thoufand  Pounds,  if  they  Iliould 
judge  it  poffible  to  recover  that  Port. 

6  Hartlib’s  Legacy,  p.  90.  Houghton’s  Colleftions  for  the  Improvement  of  Hufbandry  and 
Trade,  vol.  ii.  p.  461.  Mortimer’s Hulbandry,  vol.  i.  p.  201.  Brome’s  Travels,  p.  304.  Har¬ 
ris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  273. 

c  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Molloy  de  Jure  marithno  ft 
navali,  p.  328.  Crouch’s  complete  View  of  the  British  cuftoms,  p.  385. 
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Among  the  Members  belonging  to  Sandwich,  as  a  Cinque  Port,  were 
Fordwich,  Sarre,  and  Reculver.  A  few  Remarks,  in  regard  to  each  of  tbefe, 
will  contribute  to  fet  this  whole  Matter  in  a  clearer  Light.  Fordwich  hands 
two  Miles  and  a  half  North-eaft  from  Canterbury,  upon  the  River  Stour.  It 
is  a  very  old,  and  was  formerly  a.  very  confiderable  Place.  Eadbert,  King 
of  Kent,  granted  it,  A.  D.  747,  to  the  Monaftery  of  St.  Auftin  in  Canterbury, 
which  Grant  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Edwaild  the  Confeffor  f.  In  Domef- 
day  we  find  it  called  the  little  Burgh  of  Fordwich.  There  is  Reafon  to  think 
it  was  once  much  nearer  the  Sea ;  and  very  probably  the  Portus  Trutulenfis 
was  that  Part  of  this  large  Haven,  where  the  Stour  entered  it,  and  derived 
its  Name  from  thofe  excellent  Trouts,  for  which  this  Place  yet  continues 
famous  g.  Barges,  Lighters,  and  other  fmall  Craft,  hill  come  up  hither 
from  Sandwich.  Sarre,  though  now  the  great  Highway  from  Canterbury  into" 
Thanet  runs  through  it  dire&ly,  was  once  a  hourifhing  Place,  lying  in  the' 
middle  of  this  noble  Road,  and  confequently  a  Port ;  of  which  there  is  not 
barely  credible  Tradition,  authenticated  in  the  lah  Age,  from  the  Mouths 
of  competent  Witnefies,  who  had  themfelves  feen  not  only  Boats,  but  even 
Barks  of  a  tolerable  Size,  pafs  quite  through  to  the  North  Mouth  :  But  both' 
here  and  in  other  Places  in  Thanet  are  vilible  Marks  remaining,  of  the  little* 
Creeks  and  Havens,  in  which  Veffels  formerly  lay  ;  and  their  antient  Char¬ 
ters  prove  this,  beyond  the  Power  of  doubting,  as  to  its  Certainty  h.  Re¬ 
culver,  the  Regulbium  of  the  Notitia,  fee  ms  to  have  ■  flood  originally  in  am 
Iiland  furrounded.  by  the  Yenlade-  Ethelred  retired  hither,  when  he  gave 
his  own  Palace  at  Canterbury  to  Auguftin,  whence  it  came  to  be  called  Re-- 
culfcefter;  but  being  granted  to  the  Monks,  who  built  a  Convent  there, 
it  then  took  the  Name  of  Reculfminfter.  It  is  at  prefent  joined  to  Kent, 
without  any  Sign  of  its  having  been  ever  feparated,  and  is  divided  from' 

Thanet  only  by  a  little  Brook,  which  falls  into  the  Sea  in  that  Bland  h 

Thus  we  plainly  difcern  how,  though  not  exactly  when,  thele  lingular 
Changes  were  brought  to  pafs,  and  with,  what  View  >  the  true  Senfe  in  which 
Sandwich  Haven  is  faid  to  be  that  of  Rutupium  ;  whence  thefe  leveraL 
Places,  once.  Members  of  this  Cinque  Port,  are  all  decayed,  and  fome  loll ; . 

as  alfo  what  the  prefent  Condition  is  of  the  two  Rutupiae  5  and  by  what 

means  Land  now  lies  where  once  was  Sea- between  them.. 

f  Chron.  W.  Thorn,  inter  x  Script.  col.  1777.  1940,  1941.  2138.  2211.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.239.  Kilburne’s' Survey  of  Kent,  p.105. 

8  Tacitus  in  Vita  Agricolae...  Camdeni  Britannia,  .p.  239,  240.  Antiquit.  Rutup.  p,  20.- 
h  Annal.  Monafter.  Sc‘  Auguftin.  MS.  fol.  29.  Joannis  Twini  de  Rebus  Albionicis  Com- 
jnentar.  p.  25.  27.  Lewis’s  Antiquities  of  the  Ifle  of  Tenet,  p.  27.  29.  49,- ■ 

‘  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  40.  21.  Evidentiae  Ecclefiae  Chrifll  Cant,  inter  x  Scriptor.'  col.  2207.  • 
2211.  2220.  .  Twini  de  Rebus  Albionicis  Comment,  p.  26,  27.  Somner’s  Difcourfe  on  Roman 
Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent;  p.  77  —  87.  •  Antiquit.  Rutup.' p.  39,  40,  41.  It  is  remarkable,  as  if 
retaining  fomething  of  -the  Rutupiae,  this  Place,  by  the  People  of  Kgat,'  is  always  called  in  the 
Plural  Number,  the  Reeulver9.  • 

We 
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We  have  before  obferved,  that  the  Cinque  Ports,  or  as  we  find  them 
very  frequently  called  {imply,  The  Ports,  by  way  of  Excellence,  feem  to 
have  been  copied  from  the  Roman  Inftitution  ;  and  though  there  is  now  no 
'Charter  extant,  earlier  than  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  firft,  yet  in  that  there 
is  mention  made  of  Immunities  granted  them  by  William  the  Conqueror ; 
and  the  Cuftoms  of  particular  Places  extend  ftill  higher,  which  {hew  they 
are  derived  from  immemorial  Prefcription  k.  The  Five  Ports  are  Hastings, 
New  Romney,  Hithe,  Dover,  and  Sandwich.  The  two  additional  Towns, 
Rye  and  Winch  else  a.  Each  of  thefe  Head-Ports  had  feveral  Members, 
the  Inhabitants  of  which  participated  of  their  Privileges,  and  bore  a  Share  in 
their  Expences  b  They  were  bound,  in  lieu  of  all  other  Services,  to  exert 
•their  naval  Force,  for  maintaining  and  protecting  the  free  Navigation  of  the 
Channel,  by  preventing  Piracies,  and  all  Impediments  or  Interruptions  thereto. 
They  were,  amongft  them,  to  furnifh  fifty-feven  Ships,  every  Ship  to  be 
manned  with  twenty  Men  and  a  Boy,  at  their  own  Cofis,  for  the  Space  of 
fifteen  Days,  and  fo  long  after  as  the  King  fhould  pleafe  to  appoint  ;  but  then 
they  were  to  be  in  his  Pay  m. 

The  Honours,  Privileges,  and  Prerogatives  granted  to  them,  in  Confide- 
ration  of  thefe  Services,  were  many  and  great.  Amongft  others,  they  were 
.each  of  them  to  fend  two  Barons  to  reprefent  them  in  Parliament ;  were,  by 
their  Deputies,  to  bear  the  Canopy  over  the  King’s  Head  at  his  Coronation, 
and  to  dine  at  the  uppermoft Table,  in  the  great  Hall,  on  his  right  Hand;  to 
be  exempted  from  Subfidies,  and  other  Aids  ;  their  Heirs  to  be  free  from 
perfonal  Ward Ih ip,  notwithftanding  any  Tenure;  to  be  impleaded  in  their 
own  Towns,  and  not  elfewhere  ;  to  hold  Pleas  and  Actions  real  and  perfonal ; 
to  have  Conufance  of  Fines ;  to  have  the  Power  of  enfranchifing  of  Villains ;  not 
to  be  liable  to  Tolls,  and  to  have  a  full  Liberty  of  buying  and  felling ;  to  appoint 
their  Bailiff  to  have  JurifdiCtion  with  the  Magiftrates  of  Yarmouth,  during  the 
Fiffiing  Fair  ;  and  many  others  of  lefs  Importance  n. 

'f 

It  was  to  direCt  and  enforce  the  due  Performance  of  thefe  important  Ser¬ 
vices,  and  to  fuperintend  the  punctual  Prefervation  of  thefe  extraordinary 
Privileges,  that  the  Conftable  of  Dover  Caftle,  ftiled  alfo  Lord  Warden, 
Chancellor,  and  Admiral  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  was  appointed;  which  high 
Office  has  been  fometimes  executed  by  the  Heirs  apparent  of  the  Crown, 

k  Bra&on,  lib.  iii.  cap.  2.  Fleta,  lib.  ii.  cap.  55.  Hen.  de  Knyghton,  inter  x  Scriptor.  col. 
2424. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  127.  Lambard’s  Hiflorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p. 
282.  Coke’s  Inflitutes,  b.  iv.  chap^  42. 

m  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  1 14.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.230,231.  Hen.  Spel- 
manni  Gloflarium,  p.  476. 

n  9  Hen.IIL  Magn.  Chart,  cap.  ix.  Lib.  Intrat  Tit.  Challing,  fol.  1156.  Trin.  Status  et  Vifus 
Compotorum,  3  Hen.  W.  rot.  7.  b. 
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often  by  Princes  of  the  Royal  Blood,  and  always  by  Perfons  of  the  firfi:  Rank 
in  the  Kingdom  J11  confequence  of  this  Eftablifhment,  the  Ships  of  thefe, 
in  Conjun&ion  with  thofe  of  other  Ports,  were  the  Navy  of  the  Realm;  and, 
as  our  Hiftories  fihew,  in  almofi:  every  Reign,  difcharged  this  Truft  with 
great  Honour  and  Reputation  :  Neither  were  the  Cinque  Ports  refcrained  to  the 
Number  of  Vefiels  before-mentioned,  but  have  fometimes  fitted  out  double 
the  Number;  and,  when  larger  Ships  were  thought  necefiary,  have  equipped 
fewer  of  thefe,  at  an  Expence  equivalent  to  that  which  their  Services  by 
Tenure  would  have  occafioned  p.  At  the  Clofe  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Reign 
they  had  five  Ships,  of  one  hundred  and  lixty  Tons  each,  at  Sea  for  five 
Months,  at  their  own  Charges ;  and  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Charles 
the  firfi:,  they  fitted  out  two  large  Ships,  which  lerved  for  two  Months,  and 
coft  them  upwards  of  eighteen  hundred  Pounds  <1. 

As  we  have  thus  fhewn  what  their  Force  once  was,  let  us  now  examine 
the  Caufes  that  have  been  affigned  for  their  Decay.  The  firfi;  is,  the  failing 
of  their  refpedtive  Havens,  fome  by  the  Defertion,  fome  by  the  Impetuofity, 
and  fome  by  the  Beach  thrown  out  of  the  Sea  r;  as  to  which  we  have  already 
laid  fomewhat,  and  fhall  hereafter  fay  more.  In  the  next  place,  the  Change 
in  the  Navy  is  alleged,  and  with  good  Reafon.  While  the  Ports  were  en- 
trufted  with  the  Sea  Force  of  England,  they  were  well  enabled  to  build  and 
maintain  many  flout  Ships,  according  to  the  Notions  of  thofe  Days,  from  the 
Certainty  of  their  being  taken  into  the  Pay  of  the  Crown  in  Time  of  War, 
which,  inftead  of  impoverifhing,  ferved  to  enrich  them,  almofi:  as  much  as 
Trade,  in  Time  of  Peace  ;  and  was  likewife,  while  fuch  a  Method  of  main¬ 
taining  a  naval  Strength  was  adequate  to  the  Wants  of  the  Public,  advan¬ 
tageous  alfo  to  the  Nation  s.  The  third  Caufe  of  their  finking,  was  from  the 
Invafion  of  their  Privileges  in  tefped  to  Trade,  not  by  laying  them  open  for 
the  common  Good,  but  by  transferring  them  to  others.  Firfi:,  in  regard  to 
foreign  Commerce,  the  Charter  granted  by  James  the  firfi:  to  the  Merchant- 
Adventurers,  excluded  them  from  trading  to  Germany  and  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  which  was  the  principal  Source  of  their  Wealth ;  and  by  their  long 
Intercourfe  with  the  Inhabitants,  they  had  procured  to  themfelves  Advan¬ 
tages  and  Immmunities,  which,  by  this  Interruption  of  their  Correfpondence, 

©  See  the  Catalogues  of  the  Lords  Wardens,  in  Lambard,  Jeake,  and  Harris. 

p  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  122,  where  the  Reader  will  find  a  fummary  Account, 
from  our  mofl  authentic  Hiftorians,  of  the  great  Actions  performed  by  the  Fleets  of  the  Ports. 

q  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.  29,  where  many  other  curious  Particulars  relating 
$0  this  Subje£t  are  to  be  met  with. 

r  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p,  112.  14 176.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p,  240.  243. 
£46.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  104.  144.  233. 

*  Thefe  Ships  were  to  be  equipped  at  any  Time,  upon  Forty  Days  Notice;  their  Pay,  when 
in  the  King's  Service,  was  afcertained,  the  Crown  might  difmifs  them  when  they  pleafed,  their 
-Pay  then  ceafed,  and  no  Expence  was  incurred  in  1  ime  of  Peace. 
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were  loft  t.  Next,  in  reference  to  their  common  Tranfa&ions  in  domeftic 
Trade.  The  Citizens  of  London,  though  the  Charter  of  the  Cinque  Ports  be 
near  an  hundred  Years  older  than  theirs,  difputed  their  Right  of  buying 
and  felling  freely  their  Cloths  in  Blackwell-Llall,  and  in  the  Clofe  prevailed 
This  induced  the  Manufacturers  and  the  Mafters  of  trading  Vefiels  to  re¬ 
move,  and  of  courfe  the  Merchants  followed  them  ;  and  being  thus  unhap¬ 
pily  ftripped  of  thofe  Advantages,  whence  arofe  their  Opulence  and  Splendor 
in  former  Ages,  it  is  no  great  Wonder  that  even  the  Traces  of  both  are  almoft 
worn  out  in  ours  w.  But  though  the  Wonder  is  not  great,  yet  we  cannot  fay 
the  fame  as  to  the  Lofs,  which  certainly  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

The  difcovering  fome  Acquaintance  with  the  Antiquities  of  this  County, 
the  recalling  fome  forgotten  Truths  to  Remembrance,  or  bringing  fome  Me¬ 
morial  of  the  Importance,  Grandeur,  and  Decline,  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  to 
the  public  View,  though  very  laudable  Endeavours  in  themfelves,  were  not 
the  Motives  of  my  entering  fo  deep  into,  or  dwelling  fo  long  upon,  this  Sub¬ 
ject.  My  true  Defign  is,  to  place  in  a  proper  Light,  what  I  take  to  be  the 
ftrongeft  Inftance  that  can  be  produced  in  fupport  of  the  general  Dcxftrine 
this  Chapter  is  intended  to  eftablifh.  As  high  in  Point  of  Time  as  we  have 
any  Lights  from  authentic  Hiftory,  this  Territory  was  the  principal  Seat  of 
our  foreign  Commerce.  For  in  this,  by  the  cleared:  Evidence,  we  have  fhewn 
the  Romans  had  a  Conveniency  we  have  loft,  an  Haven  between  Kent  and 
Thanet,  which,  all  Circumftances  conftdered,  of  Situation,  Size,  and  Safety, 
mav  be  perhaps  affirmed  luperior  to  any  we  have  left  x.  Belides  this,  they 
had  alfo  feveral  other  good  Ports,  which  they  fortified,  fecured,  and  pre- 
ferved,  that  are  now  fome  totally  gone,  others  become  very  inconfiderable, 
all  mightily  impaired.  We  have  no  diredt  or  pofitive  Proofs,  indeed,  of  their 
carrying  on  a  lucrative  Trade  j  but  the  Probability  of  this  is  fo  ftrong,  that  it 
cannot  be  doubted. 

For  as  they  made  their  firft  Xmprefifion,  fo  they  extended  their  Dominion,, 
in  this  Iliand,  by  their  naval  Force ;  and  we  know  that  could  only  be  fuf- 
talned  by  Commerce.  In  this,  it  is  moft  likely,  thofe  immenle  Sums  were 
employed,  which  Seneca  is  reputed  to  have  lent  at  Intereft.  Caraufius  and 

1  This  Monopoly  was  cenfured  as  fueh  in  Parliament,  in  the  twenty-third  Year  of  the  fame  Reign,, 
upon  which  the  Trade  was  laid  open.  In  the  next  Reign  the  Company  prevailed  again,  and  the 
Long  Parliament,  for  the  Sake  of  a  Loan,  confirmed  them. 

u  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  p.  9,  10,  11.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.481. 

w  See  all  the  modern  Defcriptions,  conftder  the  many  Laws  made  for  the  Recovery  of  their 
Havens,  the  Reafons  affigned  for  obtaining  the  AfTiflance  of  the  Legiflature  for  making  a  new 
Harbour  at  Ramfgate,  and  the  Importance  of  the  Subjeff,  will  jultify  thefe  Refleffions. 

x  It  appears,  from  indubitable  Teftimony,  that  the  Rutnpian  Port  was  land-locked  on  both 
Sides,  open  both  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  full  feven  Miles  in  Extent,  with  Inlets  and 
convenient  Creeks  on  both  Sides. 
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Alledtus  held  the  Title  of  Emperors  ten  Years,  from  the  Power  given  them 
by  the  maritime  Force  of  Britain  y.  After  this,  we  find  the  fame  People 
railing  Fortrefies  to  cover  the  Ports,  on  this  Coaft  efpecially,  from  the  Pira¬ 
cies  of  the  northern  Nations,  and  putting  into  them  competent  Garrifons  for 
their  Defence,  in  cafe  they  proceeded  to  make  any  Defcents  •,  which  are 
ftrong  Indications  of  their  having  a  rich,  well-cultivated  Country  to  protedl : 
And  we  can  conceive  no  Means  of  its  becoming  fo,  but  from  the  Trafiick 
of  its  Inhabitants,  the  natural  Source  of  Wealth  and  Profperity  to  fuch  People 
as  are  feated  in  an  Bland.  Our  Saxon  Anceftors,  who  were  the  next  Pof- 
fefiors  of  this  Region,  while  all  its  Ports  were  open  and  in  good  Condition, 
adopted  the  fame  Maxims,  and  purified  them  with  fuch  Effedl,  that  Ethel- 
bert,  King  of  Kent,  extended  his  Dominions  from  the  Banks  of  the  Thames 
to  thole  of  the  Humber  L.  Himfelf  and  his  Succefiors  founded,  or  at  leaft 
bellowed  Names  on,  many  great  Towns,  adorned  them  with  {lately  Struc¬ 
tures,  leaving  fuch  a  Variety  of  Monuments  of  Prudence,  Piety,  and  Policy, 
as  incontellibly  prove  their  Subjedts  mull  have  been  numerous,  induftrious, 
and  opulent.  After  the  Danifh  Wars,  felt  no-where  more  feverely  than  in 
this  County  a,  when  the  Normans  came  to  be  quietly  fettled,  the  People  of 
Kent,  retaining  their  original  Liberties,  their  antient  Cufloms,  and  their  ac¬ 
quired  Trade,  made  a  great  Figure.  The  Woollen  Manufadture,  being  once 
introduced,  throve  exceedingly,  and  fpread  itfelf  amongfl  them  on  every  Side. 
By  this,  Cranbrook,  Afliford,  Sevenoak,  Sittingbourn,  and  many  other  Places, 
were  rendered  confpicuous.  But  above  all  Canterbury,  which  from  this, 
and  various  other  Funds  of  Induftry,  maintained  its  antient  Splendor,  having 
a  Guild  of  Merchants,  a  Staple,  Mint,  Exchange,  and  many  fpacious  and 
beautiful  Markets  t>.  The  Cinque  Ports,  enjoying  their  Privileges,  were  well 
built,  fully  inhabited,  drove  an  extenfive  Commerce,  abounded  with  Sea¬ 
men,  had  many,  and  for  that  Age  flout  and  large,  Ships  in  conflant  Employ¬ 
ment  c.  Thus  Agriculture,  Handicrafts,  and  Trade,  being  equally  and  every¬ 
where  diffuled,  mutually  fupported  each  other  ;  and  the  People,  numerous, 
adtive,  and  indefatigable,  kept  up  a  Spirit  of  Emulation,  from  which  all  Parts 
of  the  County  were  in  the  fame  fiourilhing  Condition. 


y  Xiphilin  in  Nerone.  Dig.  de  lege  Rhodia,  leg.  ix.  tit.  2.  lib.  xiv.  Eutropii  Hift.  Rom. 
Breviar.  lib.  ix.  cap.  1 4. 

z  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  23,  24.  Bedae  Eccl.  Gent.  Anglor.  Hift.  lib.  ii.  cap.  5.  Chron.  Johan. 
Bromton,  inter  x  Script,  col.  729. 

a  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  56.  140.  Alured.  Beverlac.  Annal.  lib.  viii.  p.  56.  Hen.  Huntingdon 
Hift.  lib.  vi.  p.  361 . 

b  Leland's  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  137.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  290.  317.  Som* 
ner’s  Hiftory  of  Canterbury,  p.  121.  123.  133.  147.  209.  * 

c  Thefe  Remarks  are  not  to  be  underftood  as  Commendations  of  the  Norman  Government, 
which  certainly  had  no  higher  Merit  than  allowing  the  Men  of  Kent  to  purfue  their  old  Way  of 
living,  and  to  make  ufe  of  thole  Advantages  Providence  had  bellowed  upon  them. 

Fff  2  '  -  ‘We 


* 


404  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

We  have  no  diftindt  Account  of  the  Time  when  the  fidt  Attempts  Were 
made  to  gain  upon  that  /Eftuary,  into  which  the  River  Rother,  antiently 
called  Limene,  difcharged  itfelf  into  the  Sea,  between  Lyd  and  Romney 
But  as  there  were  Marfhes  there  in  the  Time  of  the  Saxons,  we  have  good 
Grounds  to  believe,  that  the  Practice  of  Inning,  that  is,  wrefting  Land  from 
the  River  and  the  Sea,  was  introduced  by  their  Clergy,  to  whom  the  Pro¬ 
perty  in  thefe  Parts  chiefly  belonged  e.  By  this  means  they  at  length  drove 
the  River  into  another  Chanel,  and  built  a  ftrong  Fence,  called  the  Ree, 
i.  e.  the  River  Bank,  to  keep  it  from  ever  returning.  The  Archbifhops  of 
Canterbury,  looking  upon  this  as  an  admirable  Method  of  improving,  left 
their  Names  to  thofe  Parcels  of  the  Marfh  which  were  procured  in  their 
Times,  whence  we  read  of  Bucket’s,  Baldwin’s,  Boniface’s,  Peckham’s  In¬ 
nings  f'5  fo  that  gradually  this  Tradt  of  Level  Ground  fwelled  to  an  immenfe 
Extent,  and,  taken  altogether,  has  been  computed  at  upwards  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  Acres  ;  all  become,  in  a  long  Courfe  of  Time,  from  dreary  fickly 
Marfhes,  very  fine  and  fruitful  Meads,  affording  excellent  Pafture,  and  of 
courfe  yielding  a  high  Rent  g.  But  notwithstanding  this,  and  though  it 
muft  be  acknowledged  the  greatefl  Acquifition  of  its  Kind,  and  under  the 
beft  Regulations,  yet  one  may  reafonably  queftion,  whether  the  County  of 
Kent  has  really  reaped  from  thence  thofe  Advantages  that  are  commonly  be¬ 
lieved  ?  For  to  fay  nothing  of  the  Labour  thefe  Stupendous  Banks,  Drains, 
Guts,  &c.  have  originally  cofl: ;  the  vaSt  Expence  which  the  making  and 
keeping  them  in  Repair  conflantly  demands ;  the  Hazard  in  preferving  that 
always  attends  them ;  the  Loffes  to  which  they  have  been  often  expofed  -y 
and  the  Unwholfomenefs  of  the  Air,  much  greater  formerly  than  at  prefent ; 
wre  will  confider  what  has  been  abfolutely  given  up,  in  order  to  fecure  this 
mighty  ConqueSt  L 

Before  any  of  thefe  Invafions  were  made,  there  feems  to  have  been  no' 
Contention  whatever  between  the  Sea  and  the  Shore.  But  when  once  they 
encroached  on  that  turbulent  Element,  or,  to  fpeak  with  greater  Propriety,, 
difturbed  the  fettled  Order  of  Nature,  they  foon  felt  the  Effects,,  if  wTe  may 

Chron.  Saxon,  p.  91.  93.  97.  Mentioned  likewife  in  many  antient  Charters,  which  clearly 
prove  its  Courfe,  and  Fall  Into  the  Sea,  in  this  County. 

e  See  Somner’s  Difcourfe  concerning  Roman  Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent,  p.  43,  where  he  pro¬ 
duces  a  Charter  of  Marfh-Land  by  Plegmund,  who  was  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  from  A.  D„ 
889  to  915. 

f  Liber  Ecclef.  Cahtuar.  where  it  appears,  that  Appledore  Marfh  was  gained  A.  D.  1349,  at 
the  Expence  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds.  This  is  alfo  evident  from  various  other  Paflages 
in  Thorne’s  Evidences  of  the  Church  of  Canterbury.  See  likewife  Somner’s  Difcourfe  of  Roman 
Ports  and  Forts  in  Kent,  p.  63. 

g  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  199.  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Hifiory  of  Draining  and 
Imbanking,  chap.  xi.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.348. 

h  Joan.  Twini  de  Rebus  Albionicis  Comment,  lib.  i.  p.  31.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  the  County 
of  Kent,  p.  231.  364.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  284,  285. 
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fo  fpeak,  of  its  impetuous  Refentment.  Sometimes  it  retired  from  where 
they  meant  it  fhould  remain ;  at  others  it(  overflowed,  and  wafhed  away 
Places  grown  opulent  by  its  Bounty.  Here  it  fretted  the  Shore,  till  it  fell  in"; 
there  it  threw  up  Beach  and  Sand,  till  a  new  Soil  waa  formed,  that  was 
equally  difagreeable  and  ufelefsk  In  fhort,  from  being  the  Source  of  In- 
duftry  and  Plenty,  it  grew  dangerous  and  deftru&ive.  Rye,  Winchelfea,. 
Haftings,  Hithe,  and  Romney,  with  their  Dependencies,  are  in  a  Manner 
totally  gone.  The  fecond  of  thefe  Places  has  been  twice  ruined,  being  once: 
overwhelmed  by  the  Fury  of  thofe  Waves,  by  which  it  is  now  ablolutely 
deferted.  The  prefent  Winchelfea,  raifed  by  the  wealthy  Inhabitants  of  the 
old  Town,  or  rather  its  Remains,  appeared  fo  majeflic,  even  in  that  State  of 
Decay,  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  law  it  not  till  in  this  Condition,  that  fhe 
could  not  help  calling  it,  Little  London  L  Thefe  once  large,  well-built,, 
and  well-peopled  Towns,  have  been  brought  into  the  piteous  Plight  they 
now  are,  by  this  Contefl:  between  thofe  obftinate  Improvers  and  this  boifle- 
rous  Element  f  In  the  Courfe  of  the  Difpute,  though  the  Multitude  were 
for  Inning,  yet  fome  more  prudent  Perfons  faw  and  protefted  againft  its  Con- 
fequences  ;  which  is  the  true  Senfe  of  the  old  Saying,  cc  that  Tenterden 
Steeple  was  the  Occafion  of  Goodwin  Sands  m}”  that  is,  the  Rents  of 
Romney  Marfh,  which  were  partly  laid  out  on  that  Structure,  arofe  from 
thofe  Encroachments,  which  produced  an  Inundation  about  the  Time 
the  Steeple  was  erebted ;  foon  after  which,  a  vafl:  Trad:  in  the  Low 
Countries  being  fwallowed  up,  thofe  Sands  firfl:  appeared.  Thefe,  hideous 
and  horrid  as  they  are,  prove  the  great  Defence  of  the  Downs ;  and,  in  con- 
jun&ion  with  the  South  and  North  Foreland,  render  them  a  tolerable  Road, 
though  fometimes,  through  the  Ignorance  and  Carelelfnefs  of  Pilots,  more 
frequently  from  the  Fury  of  South-eaft  or  Eafl-north-eafl  Winds,  Ships  are 
driven,  and  of  courfe  wrecked,  upon  them  n ;  which  makes  fome  fafe  Port 

*  Where  thefe  Stone3  are  call  up  by  the  Sea,  on  the  Coafts  of  Kent  and  Su/Tex,  there  is  a: 
Horfe  Road,  but  very  uneafy  travelling  ;  and  this  Accefiion  (if  it  can  be  fo  called)  is  altoge¬ 
ther  ufelefs. 

k  .Jeakes’s  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  p.  115.  The  Queen  made  this  Tour  into  Suffex, 
A.  D.  1573  ;  and  as  the  Grandeur  of  this  Winchelfea  lay  in  its  being  built  exactly  on  the  Model 
of  the  old  Town,  it  remains  a  Proof  of  its  Wealth  and  Magnificence. 

1  It  is  a  material  and  indeed  a  decifive  Proof,  in  regard  to  what  is  afferted  in  the  Text,  that 
thefe  Storms,  Inundations,  and  lletirings  of  the  Sea,  happened  p/ecifely  within  the  Period  in 
which  thefe  Innings  were  made. 

m  Sir  Thomas  Moore’s  Dialogues,  fol.  119.  a.  Edit.  1592.  Sandys’s  Notes  on  his  Engliih 
Tranflation  of  Ovid’s  Metamorphofes,  book  xiii.  p.282.  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  263^ 
where  the  Storm  is  fixed  to  November  3d,  1099  ;  but  the  Saxon  Chronicle  places  it  on  the  nth 
of  the  fame  Month. 

n  In  the  London  Gazette,  N°  3971,  there  is  an  Account,  that,  in  the  Storm  of  Nov.  27th, 
1703,  the  Stirling-cafiie,  Reftauration,  Northumberland,  and  Mary,  on  board  which  was  Rear 
Admiral  Beaumont,  were  loll  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands,  when  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  Sea¬ 
men  perifhed. 
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in  their  Neighbourhood  fo  defirable,  and  the  Lofs  of  thofe  we  had  on  both 
Sides  heretofore  fo  much  to  be  regretted. 

In  fefpeCt  to  that  Arm  of  the  Sea  which  divided  Kent  from  Thanet,  now 
turned  into  firm  Land,  the  Abbots  Wall,  which  formerly  kept  out  the  Flood, 
the  old  Charters,  and  fubfequent  Tenures,  clearly  fiiew  when,  how,  and  by 
whom,  this  fuppofed  Improvement  was  begun,  continued,  and  completed. 
Befides  the  conftant  Tradition,  and  the  apparent  Marks  of  its  once  different 
Condition,  put  all  this  out  of  Doubt,  and,  which  is  more  to  the  Purpofe,  fiiew 
that  it  was  not  the  declining  or  deferting  of  the  Sea,  but  the  continued  Ef¬ 
forts  of  Men,  from  the  Clofe  of  the  fixth  to  the  Beginning  of  the  Sixteenth 
Century,  ufing  all  their  Skill  to  expel  it,  which  produced  this  amazing  Change. 
But  here  again  the  Quefiion  is,  what  has  been  got  by  this  Alteration,  con¬ 
trived  with  fo  much  Deliberation,  and  profecuted  with  fuch  Application  ? 
‘Fhe  Fens,  or  the  Salts  as  they  are  called,  are  efieemed  unwholfome,  though 
very  fertile  ;  but,  fimce  the  Lofs  of  their  Channel,  Towns  are  dwindled  to  Vil¬ 
lages,  feme  Villages  to  a  lonely  Farm-Houfe,  feveral  Churches  are  decayed, 
others  difufed,  the  Number  of  People  diminifhed,  and  of  the  many  Fami¬ 
lies  of  Gentlemen  who  formerly  refided  in  this  Illana,  and  were  both  the 
Credit  and  Support  of  it,  there  is  hardly  one  left°.  What  is  yet  fbronger  and 
itranger,  the  very  End  aimed  at,  fo  difficult  or  rather  fo  imprudent  a  Thing 
it  is  to  contend  with  Nature  by  Force,  is  by  no  means  accompliffied.  The 
Bland,  in  the  Time  of  Beda,  as  is  exprefly  delivered  in  his  Writings,  was 
twice  as  big  as  at  piefent,  which  antient  Deeds  clearly  confirm  j  and,  which 
is  no  lefs  extraordinary,  from  Domefday-book  it  appears,  Thanet  was  then 
of  near  the  fame  Size  that  it  is  now  p.  It  is  therefore  inconteftibie,  that  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  Period,  when  the  Inhabitants  of  both  the  Continent  and 
Ble  were  bulled  in  making  what  they  thought  Improvements,  by  encroaching 
on  the  Wantfume  on  the  South  and  Weft,  the  Sea  was  filently  and  effectually 
making  double  Reprifals,  and  fpoiling  all  their  Ports  at  the  fame  time  on  the 
North  and  Eaft  <1. 

Besides  all  this,  in  reference  to  the  Bland,  confider  the  Confequences 
which  this  converting  fo  capacious  a  Port  into  a  Mar  Hi  has  had  upon  the  Coafts 
of  Kent.  In  the  original  and  genuine  State  of  Things,  the  Souffi  Sea  (in  re- 

c  Lewis's  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Ifland  of  Tenet,  p.  3.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent, 
p.  314.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia. 

p  Hid.  Ecclef.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  i.  cap.  25.  He  fays  Thanet  contained  fix  hundred  Fami¬ 
lies,  that  is,  as  the  Saxon  Verfon  of  Bede  explains  it,  fo  many  Hides  of  Land.  Mr.  Lewis, 
taking  fxty-four  Acres  for  a  Hide,  computes  the  whole  at  thirty-eight  tboufand  four  hundred 
Acres,  which  he  affirms  is  double  the  Quantity  they  have  at  prefent.  But  there  are  good  Au¬ 
thorities  for  computing  a  Hide  at  an  hundred  Acres,  or  even  an  hundred  and  twenty. 

‘1  The  general  Tradition  of  the  Inhabitants  confirms  this;  and  nor  Tradition  only,  but  their 
own  Experience,  the  Ifle  differing  yearly  more  or  lefs  from  the  Violence  of  the  Wind  and  Sea. 
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fpeCt  to  Thanet)  flowed  round  the  Ifle  of  Richborough  up  to  Sarre,  as  the 
North  Sea  round  Regulbium  to  Sarre  likewile ;  and  then  all  the  Creeks  and 
Inlets  on  this  Side,  were  in  the  belt  Condition  pofhble  But  as  Romney 
Marlli  was  gained  by  choaking  the  /ERuary  on  one  Side,  at  the  very  Time 
they  were  inning  this  Channel  on  the  other,  the  Motion  of  the  Water,  thus 
violently  crolTed,  a/id  forced  into  an  unnatural,  impetuous,  and  contracted 
State,  tore  away  the  Chalk  and  leffer  Rocks  in  fome  Places,  and  threw  them 
up  again  in  others,  whence  came  the  new  Ille  of  Stonar,  united  by  the 
Monks  to  Thanet;  the- Beach  all  the  Way  from  Sandwich  to  Deal;  and  the 
Mifchiefs  which  have  happened  both  to  Sandwich  and  to  Dover  s ;  with  all 
the  diRreffing  Circumftances  which  have  hitherto  defeated  every  Attempt  to 
repair  them  ;  and  which  it  is  more  than  probable  will  continue  to  have  the 
fame  EffeCt,  in  fpite  of  any  Weight  of  Back-water  which  can  be  brought  to 
fcour  their  Channels,  which,  it  leems,  can  only  be  done  by  the  Force  of  the 
Sea  itfelf,  or  the  Strength  of  the  Ebb,  which,  before  thele  Encroachments, 
it  is  evident  fufficiently  anfwered  that  Purpofe,  and  would  have  always  ar> 
iwered  it,  but  for  thefe  Impediments  c. 

This  Deduction  of  FaCts  and  Reafoning,  made  with  all  the  Care  and  At¬ 
tention  pofhble,  feems  to  prove,  that  the  Benefits  ariling  from  a  maritime 
Situation  are  in  reality  fucli  as  I  have  reprefented  them  ;  that  is,  they  are  of 
all  others  moR  capable  of  producing  a  Territory  well  cultivated,  and  fully 
peopled  ;  conlequently  are  the  natural  Sources  of  Strength,  Opulence,  and 
Grandeur.  It  feems  alfo  to  follow,  that  their  Lofs  can  never  be  compen- 
fated  by  an  Addition  of  Territory,  however  rich  or  fertile;  becaufe,  though 
this  may  prove  a  Means  of  obtaining  Wealth,  it  may  do  this  without  ex¬ 
citing  InduRry;  and  whenever  that  happens,  how  much  foever  Individuals 
thrive,  Society  muR  neceflarily  fufferu.  It  is,  as  has  been  before  oblerved, 
the  Conjunction  of  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce,  that  render 
the  People  in  any  Country  powerful.  As  an  Evidence  of  this  let  us  obferve, 
that  in  A.  D.  1293,  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  I.  the  Fleet  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  confiding  of  one  hundred  Sail,  attacked  that  of  France,  compofed  of 
upwards  of  two  hundred,  defeated,  and  deflroyed  them ;  lb  that,  for  a  Sea- 
fon,  that  Kingdom  was  in  a  manner  without  Seamen  w.  This  Riews  what 

r  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  137.  Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  97.  Drayton’s 
Polyolbion,  Song,  xviii. 

s  See  the  Englifh  Translation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Dr.  Stnkeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofutn, 
p.  122.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  2S9. 

1  The  Bme  Force  that  has  deflroyed  fo  great  a  Part  of  Thanet,  and  that  made  fuch  a  Refi fi¬ 
ance  as  Leland,  Twine,  and  Lambard  mention,  againfl  the  Imbanking  near  Sandwich,  would 
certainly  have  preferved  the  Channel,  if  it  had  been  left  in  its  natural  State,  even  to  this  Day. 

u  Where-ever  Grafing  is  the  Subfiflence  of  Wealth  of  a  Country,  the  Inhabitants  are  few  ; 
and  where-ever  this  comes  to  be  introduced,  Manufactures  vanifh,  and  Towns  fall  to  Decay,. 

w  Walteri  Hemingford  Hifloria  Edvardi  primi,  p.  39.  N.  Triveti  Annales,  vol.  i.  p.  274. 
P,  Daniel  Hiftoire  de  France,  tom.  iv.  p-  358. 
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the  Condition  of  this  Part  of  Kent  then  was.  We  may  from  hence  alfo  infer, 
the  State  ought  to  adopt  the  Roman  Policy,  and  take  all  Havens  into  her  im¬ 
mediate  Care  and  Protection  ;  regarding  at  the  fame  Time  whatever  refpedts 
Navigation,  fuch  as  Rivers,  Friths,  Bays,  &c.  as  belonging  inconteftibly  to 
the  Public,  and  therefore  not  to  be  touched,  much  lefs  diverted  or  deftroyed, 
from  private  Caprice,  Lucre,  or  Refentment 3  but  to  be  improved  on  ma¬ 
ture  Deliberation,  for  the  common  Benefit,  as  the  fupreme  Wifdom  of  the 
Nation  fhall  direCt.  Laftly,  it  is  more  than  probable  no  Method  will  be 
found  effectual  for  recovering  the  Ports  of  Rye  or  Sandwich,  till  we  recur 
to  the  Principles  of  Nature,  and  abate  the  Violence  of  the  Sea,  by  admitting 
its  Waters  in  a  full  Body,  allowing  them  Room  to  fpread,  and  depending 
on  the  Force  of  the  Ebb  for  a  Back-water,  which  alone  has  Strength  enough 
to  keep  Ports  free  and  open.  A  Step  that  would  not  limply  anfwer  the  End, 
in  giving  us  thofe  two  important  Havens,  but  would  alfo  either  render  prac¬ 
ticable  the  retrieving  fome  of  the  reft,  or  put  it  in  our  Power  to  open  new 
and  fafe  Harbours,  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  old. 

If,  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  any  further  Arguments  fhould  be  either 
necefiary  or  expedient,  thefe  might  be  copioufly  drawn  from  the  different 
State  of  the  North  Side  of  Kent.  Whitftaple,  a  Place  of  little  Confequence 
in  former  times,  is  now,  from'  its  being  a  kind  of  Port  to  Canterbury,  be¬ 
come  a  Town  of  brifk  Trade,  and  a  great  deal  of  Buftnefs  Feverfham 
was  indeed  of  Note  in  early  times,  but  would  probably  have  fhared  the  Fate 
of  other  Towns,  and  funk  in  confequence  of  the  Lofs  of  its  famous  Abbey, 
but  for  its  commodious  Creek,  by  which  it  is  not  barely  fuftained,  but  is 
in  a  very  thriving  Condition,  exporting  (when  they  are  plenty)  large  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Oyfters  to  Holland.  The  fame  may  be  affirmed  of  Milton,  and 
Queenborough  in  the  Ifle  of  Shepey  3  and  if  we  take  in  Rochefter,  and  its 
Dependencies  on  the  Medway,  we  may,  without  Injury  to  Truth,  aflert, 
there  come  annually  from  thefe  Places  to  London,  from  feven  to  nine  hun¬ 
dred  Veflels  of  all  Sizes  7.  To  fay  nothing  of  the  Coaft  Trade  above  Gravef- 
end,  which,  though  carried  on  in  fmall  Craft,  taken  altogether  is  very  con- 
fiderable  3  or  the  Ship-building  and  other  naval  Manufactures,  by  which 
Multitudes  are  employed  and  maintained,  in  all  the  great  yet  ftill  growing 
Towns  on  that  Side  the  Thames.  It  is  to  thefe  Ports  chiefly,  that  the  Qb- 
fervation  of  the  wife  and  worthy  Defcriber  of  this  Shire  is  to  be  referred  z, 
that  it  enjoyed  in  Perfection  thofe  Advantages,  fo  much  commended  by  the 
Antients,  viz.  the  Vicinity  of  the  Sea,  the  Convenience  of  a  fine  River,  with 

x  Kilburne’s  Survey  of  Kent,  p.  286.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  331.  Atlas  maritimus  et 
commercial! s,  p.  20. 

y  This  I  have  had  from  good  Authority ;  and,  as  I  am  informed,  the  Faff:  may  be  at  any 
time  verified  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  Books. 

z  Lombard's  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  13. 


the 


of  G  R  E  A  T  B  R  I  T  A  I  N.  409 

the  Neighbourhood  alfo  of  a  great  Road,  and  a  vaR  City.  It  is  true  that 
M.  Cato  fpeaks  loudly  in  favour  of  fuch  a  Situation  ;  but  then  it  is  in  refpeCt 
to  a  Farm  :  Mr.  Lambard  is  much  too  humble  in  applying  this  to  fo  extenfive 
and  noble  a  County,  which  was  fome  Time  in  Name,  continued  longer  Rill  in 
point  of  Strength,  equal  to  a  Kingdom ;  and  might  mold  certainly  become 
fo  again,  if  its  Ports  were  thoroughly  reflored,  its  Manufactures  revived,  and 
that  aCtive  Spirit  of  InduRry  once  more  awakened,  which  was  the  original 
Source,  and,  while  it  fubfifled,  the  Ready  Support,  of  all  its  priRine  Gran¬ 
deur. 

We  have  treated  fo  fully  of  the  Ports  made  by  Bays  on  all  the  CoaRs  of  Eng* 
land,  that  it  might  appear  how  much  every  maritime  County  in  this  Kingdom 
is,  in  this  refpeCt,  Rill  capable  of  Improvement  ;  and  without  doubt,  when  wc 
refleCt  on  the  Extent,  the  rich  Produce,  and  the  numerous  Manufactures,  in 
the  inland  Parts,  we  cannot  but  be  fatisfied,  that  it  would  be  very  practica¬ 
ble  to  fupply  Materials  for  Trade  and  Commerce  to  every  one  of  thefe  Ports, 
when  they  {hall  be  thus  improved;  fo  that  an  Attention  to  them,  {peaking 
from  the  Principles  advanced  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Work,  is  really  a  very 
high  Point  of  Policy.  In  the  next  place  it  is  apparent,  that  this  Part  of  the 
Ifland  is  already  fo  far  advanced  in  the  Knowlege  and  Practice  of  all  com¬ 
mercial  Arts,  that  there  is  the  greateR  Reafon  to  hope  every  Advantage  of 
this  Kind  will  in  Procefs  of  Time  be  taken,  as  the  Means  are  already  in  a 
great  meafure  in  our  Hands;  fo  that  the  pointing  them  out  is  become  a 
Labour  not  only  expedient  but  neceflary.  Befides  all  this,  the  Inftances  we 
have  given  of  the  prodigious  Changes  that  have  been  made,  and  the  almoR 
incredible  Profits  that  have  accrued,  from  the  Improvements  of  Ports  long 
negleCted  and  overlooked,  are  fo  many  and  fo  convincing  Evidences  of  the 
Truth  of  this  DoCtrine,  as  cannot,  if  we  love,  and  who  can  help  loving,  fo 
admirable  a  Country  !  but  excite  us  to  profecute  our  Endeavours  in  this  RefpeCt 
effectually,  in  order  to  reap  all  thofe  Benefits  that  may  be  derived  to  us 
from  this  our  unrivalled  and  incomparable  Situation.  But  as  this  confifls  not 
with  the  Bounds  preferibed  to  this  Work,  and  as  the  prefent  Abilities  of  the 
Inhabitants,  in  the  other  Parts  of  the  Britifh  Dominions,  do  not  require  that 
we  fliould  be  fo  minute  in  the  Defcription  of  their  CoaRs,  as  we  have  in  the 
former  Chapter  fufiiciently  {hewn  that  they  have  already  Ports  enough  of  an¬ 
other  Kind  to  carry  on  a  much  greater  Trade  than  they  have  hitherto  com- 
pafled,  we  fhall  content  ourfelves  therefore  with  mentioning  only  thofe  that 
are  moR  remarkable,  and  are  vifibly  capable  of  being  turned  to  immediate 
Advantage. 

Tenby,  fometimes  written  Temby,  or  Tynby,  in  Pembrokefhire,  on  a 
Promontory,  which  extends  into  what  is  commonly  called  the  Severn  Sea, 
an  antient,  well  feated,  walled  Town,  formerly  Rrengthened  with  a  CaRle, 
belonging  to  the  Earls  of  Pembroke,  from  whence  Earl  Jafper,  and  his 

Vox,.  L  '•  G  g  g  Nephew 


4io  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

Nephew  Henry  Earl  of  Richmond,  afterwards  Henry  the  feventh,  made 
their  Efcape  beyond  the  Seas,  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  fourth,  with 
fome  Difficulty  a.  It  was  then,  and  continued  for  many  Years  after,  a  very 
conliderable  Place,  having  a  good  Harbour,  defended  by  a  Pier,  and  a  large 
Share  of  foreign  Commerce.  It  was  indebted  for  its  Rife  to  its  Fifherv, 
which  was  exceedingly  beneficial,  and  is  from  thence  Filed  in  the  old  Britifh 
Language  Dimbifh  y  Pifgod,  which  implies  as  much  L  As  the  People  grew 
wealthy,  they  came  to  contemn  this  laborious  and  dangerous  Occupation,  fo 
that  in  the  laft  Century  the  Place  on  which  they  caught  great  Quantities  of 
Cod,  Hake,  Ling,  Conger,  and  Bream,  was  no  longer  known  ;  the  Name 
of  it  only,  viz.  Wills-Mark,  being  preferved  by  Tradition  <\  The  Port  is 
but  final  1 ;  the  Road,  which  bears  the  Name  of  the  Town,  is  goods  but  if 
a  proper  Sea-Mark  was  placed  on  Woolhoufe  Rocks,  which  are  covered 
at  high  Water,  the  Road  between  the  main  Land  and  the  Ifie  of  Caldey, 
called  by  the  Natives  Ynis  Pyr,  i.  e.  Pyrrhus’s  Ifland,  might  be  equally  fafe 
and  commodious  for  Men  of  War.  Some  thoufand  Chaldrons  of  Coals  and 
Culm  are  annually  Flipped  from  hence  :  On  the  Shore  there  are  very  large 
Quantities  of  Iron-Stone,  and  Plenty  of  black  Marble,,  of  which  Stackpool- 
Houfe,  or  Stackpool  Court,  is  entirely  built  d. 

We  are  now  to  pafs  round  Milford  Haven,  of  which  we  have  already; 
fpoken  in  the  former  Chapter,  in  order  to  enter  that  large  Body  of  Water 
which  is  called  St.  Bride’s  Bay,  into  which  Ships  are  often  forced  by  Strefs 
of  Weather,  and  where  they  might  meet  with  more  Safety,  if  fome  final! 
Sums  were  properly  laid  out,  in  perfediing  what  Nature  ha§  begun,  and 
profecuted  pretty  far  too,  in  feveral  Places.  A  good  Pier,  carried  out  a  fuf- 
ficient  DiFance  from  the  Promontory  called  Burrow  Head,  would  make 
Goldtop  Road  very  fafe,  in  between  three  and  four  Fathom  Water  e.  To 
the  North-weF  lies  Solvach  Bay,  which  might  be- converted  into  an  excellent 
Harbour  for  fmall  VelTels,  though  now  dangerous,  hardly  known,  and  of 
little  Ufe.  The  placing  Sea-Marks  on  thofe  hitherto  terrible  Rocks  the  Horfe 
and  HorfeFaoe,  would  make  the  Pafiage  fafe  through  Ramfey  Sound,  and 
poffibly  all  thefe  Advantages  might  be  procured  for  lefs  than  a  thoufand 
Pounds  fi  Thefe  would  not  only  prove  a  great  Benefit  to  Navigation,  and 
remove  the  Reproaches  caF  in  general  on  this  CoaF,  but  be  likewife  very  fer- 

a  Polyd.  Virgil.  Hid.  Angl.  lib.  xxiv.  p.  674.  Lambard’s  Topographical  and  Hiflorical  Di& 
p.  376. ,  Dr.  Andrew  Boarde’s  Peregrination  over  England. 

Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  26.  H.  Luyd  Britan.  Defcript.  fol.  64.  a.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  510. 

c  Sir  John  Prife’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  18.  Dr.  Holland’s  Tranflation  of  Camden  inPem- 
brokelhire.  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Ports  of  Wales,,  p.  15. 

d.  The  Seat  of  John  Campbell  of  Calder,  Efq; 

e  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  17.  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Ports  of  Wales,  p.  17. 

f  My  Authority  for  this  is  Mr.  Lewis  Morris,  who  made  his  Survey  by  Directions .  from  die 
Admiralty,  and  publiflied  his  Remarks  for  the  Information  of  the.  World. 
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viceable  to  the  adjacent  Country,  where  Coal  Mines  actually  are,  and  Lead 
and  Copper  Mines  may  and  would  be  wrought,  if  thefe  Harbours  were  in 
better  Order ;  to  fay  nothing  of  what  might  probably  arife  from  taking  Seals, 
Porpoifes  g,  Sec.  which  are  here  in  abundance  ;  and  not  to  dwell  upon  an¬ 
other  obvious  Topic,  that  this  whole  Bay  lies  in  the  Bofom  of  a  Country 
which  has  Plenty  of  Provifions,  and  where  the  People  are  naturally  inclined 
-enough  to  Induftry,  if  Eiduftry  would  produce  any-thing,  which  is  the  very 
End  that  by  thefe  Emendations  would  be  certainly  attained  h. 

Cridach  Road,  lying  to  the  Eaft  of  Cardigan  Ifland,  is  tolerable  for  fmali 
Veffels,  with  a  good  Outlet,  which  is  the  Reafon  it  has  been  lometimes  fre¬ 
quented  in  Time  of  War  by  French  Privateers.  A  fmali  Pier  at  Cridach 
might  make  a  fafe  Port  for  Veffels  employed  in  the  Herring  Fifliery.  The 
Coaft  is  very  foul,  and  confequently  extremely  dangerous,  along  the  Shore 
of  Merioneth fhire,  as  high  as  Sarn  Badrig,  or  Patrick’s  Caufeway,  which  is 
a  Ledge  of  Rocks,  very  narrow  and  deep,  and  being  many  Years  ill  laid  down 
in  the  Charts,  occalioned  many  Wrecks  k  This  feems  to  countenance  the 
Tradition  of  the  Natives,  that  all  this  Bay  was  formerly  Land,  and  was  de¬ 
nominated  Cantreff  Gwaelod,  but  was  fwallowed  by  the  Sea  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Sixth  Century  L  About  two  Leagues  to  the  North-eaft  of  this 
Ledge  of  Rocks  commences  that  famous  Road,  held  inferior  to  none  in 
Britain,  called  St.  Tudwals,  from  an  Eland  on  which  are  the  Remains  of 
an  old  Chapel,  dedicated  to  that  Saint.  This  Road,  corruptly  called  Stid- 
wells,  in  a  very  antient  Author  1  ftiled  the  fair  and  pleafant  Studdals,  is  in 
reality  a  very  extraordinary  and  commodious  Place,  fo  extenfive  as  to  hold 
any  Number  of  Ships,  well  defended  by  the  high  Lands  of  Caernarvonfhire 
on  one  Side,  and  by  Ynys  Tudwall  and  a  fmaller  Ele  from  the  Sea  on  the 
other,  the  Water  deep,  and  the  Outlet  eafy.  By  running  a  Pier  of  Stone 
from  Penrhyn  Du  Point  to  the  Northward,  a  good  dry  Harbour  might  be 
made  for  fmali  Veffels  ;  and  there  are  Veins  of  Lead  and  Copper  Ore  on 
the  adjacent  Coaft  m.  Keiriad,  Aberdaron,  and  Porthorion  Roads  lie  on  the 
fame  Cdaft,  and  afford  nothing  remarkable.  Porthdinlleyn  and  Nevyn  are 
two  fmali  Ports  defended  by  Piers,  which  are  ufeful  for  covering  fuch  Veffels 

s  When  the  Greenland  Fifliery  has  proved  deficient,  the  Dutch  have  applied  to  this  Kind 
of  Filhing  in  thofe  Seas,  and  made  more  by  it  than  by  the  Whals-fifhing.  Strange.1  that  it 
(hould  not  be  worth  our  while  at  our  own  Doors,  and  with  fo  plentiful  a  Country  at  hand. 

h  This  turns  moll  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  landed  Intereft.  The  riling  Generation  remove  to 
Places  where  Labour  is  rewarded,  and  the  Land  remains  of  its  old  Value,  becaufe  it  continues, 
and  till  this  Humour  changes  muff  continue,  unimproved. 

i  See  Mr.  Ed.  Lhwyd’s  Annotations  on  Merionethfliire,  in  the  Englifh  Camden.  Cutler’s 
C.oafting  Pilot,  p.  17.  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Ports  of  Wales,  p.  8. 

k  Many  Parts  of  Wales  have  been  overflowed  by  the  Sea,  which' makes  the  Shore  foul,  and 
renders  the  Conflru&ion  of  Piers,  fetting  up  Sea-Marks,  and  building  Lighthoufes,  neceflkry. 
l  Dr.  Andrew  Boarde’s  Peregrination  over  England,  under  the  Title  of  Havens. 

Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Ports  of  Wales,  p.  8. 
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as  are  employed  in  the  Herring  Fiffiery  n.  There  is  little  room  to  doubt  that 
if  Commerce  once  flourilhed,  and  the  Inhabitants  grew  wealthy,  it  would 
be  found  very  practicable  to  help  the  Defeats  of  Nature  by  Art,  fo  as  to 
render  feveral  of  thefe  Havens  capable  of  receiving  Ships  of  Burthen. 

j 

In  the  former  Chapter  we  have  exprefied  a  full  Perfuafion,  that  this 
ipacious  Region  might  be  improved  much  beyond  what  it  is,  and  of  confe- 
quence  the  People  who  inhabit  it  rendered  more  numerous,  and  withal  more 
happy,  than  they  are ;  let  us  prefume  to  fay  fomething  more  upon  fo  inte- 
refting  a  Subject.  Wales,  including  Monmouthffiire,  which  naturally  be¬ 
longs  to,  though  politically  detached  from  it  °,  and  excluding  Anglefey, 
which,  as  an  Ifland,  will  be  confidered  in  the  next  Chapter,  is  larger  than 
the  noble  Duchy  of  Milan,  the  rich  Principality  of  Piedmont,  reputed  to 
afford  its  Sovereign  an  annual  Revenue  of  three  hundred  thoufand  Pounds 
Sterling ;  or  than  the  intire  Bland  and  Kingdom  of  Sardinia  p.  But  it  will 
be  faid,  that,  in  comparifon  of  thefe,  Wales  is  deficient  in  point  of  Climate 
and  Fertility.  It  may  be  fo  ;  and  yet  I  have  heard  of  Fruits  ripening  in  Mon¬ 
mouth  (hire,  Pembrokefhire,  and  in  fome  other  Parts  of  this  Country,  in  a 
Degree  of  Perfection  little  inferior  to  any  of  thofe  that  have  been  mentioned 
And,  with  regard  to  all  the  Necelfaries  of  Life,  which  is  much  more  efien- 
tial,  I  doubt  whether  it  yields  to  them  or  not  But  in  this  I  am  very  clear, 
that  its  natural  Commodities  are  to  the  full  as  valuable,  and  that  it  has  or 
might  have  many  Advantages  from  its  Situation,  which  they  have  not.  I  am 
farther  fatisfied,  that  there  have  been  Ages  when  it  was  equal  to  them  in 
all  RefpeCts ;  that  is,  had  as  many  Inhabitants,  as  great  a  Number  of  fair 
Cities  and  Towns,  and  furnifhed  as  comfortable  a  Subfiftence  to  thofe  who- 
lived  in  them,  as  the  People  in  any  of  thefe  Countries  enjoy  at  prefent  r„ 
Neither  are  there,  at  leaft  in  my  Conception,  any  infuperable  Difficul¬ 
ties,  to  prevent  it  from  becoming  again  what  it  was  ;  and  fome  things  I.  will 
take  the  Liberty  to  hint,  in  Support  of  this  Opinion.. 

The  Propagation  of  Timber  generally  through  this  Principality,  would  be- 
attended  with  the  greatefi:  Benefit,  and  might  be  done  at  a  very  fmall  Ex- 


n  Thefe  are  not  barely  inccnfiderable,  but  alfo  decaying ;  though  the  Piers  for  their  Preferva- 
tion  were  conftru&ed'  to  cover  the  Fiffiery,  which  will  be  loft  with  them. 

0  Stat.  27  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  26,  eretted  Monmouth  into  a  County,  and  annexed  it  to  England;. 
It  is  not  half  the  Bignefs  of  Caermarthenfhire,  but  pays  more  to  the  Land  Tax,  as  being  mora 
populous  than  almofl:  any  County  in  Wales. 

P  Teaipleman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  pi.  ix.  It  is  of  no  Confequence  whether  that  Gentleman 
is  exactly  right  in  his  Calculations  or  not ;  for  being  all  made  upon  the  fame  Principle,  tho’  the 
Numbers  may  be  wrong,  the  Analogy  will  be  flill  the  fame. 

q  When  Gentlemen  of  large  Fortunes  in  this  Country  come  to  lay  out  Gardens  and  Plantations, 
they  find  no  Difficulty  infuperable  ;  and  no  doubt  with  equal  Skill,  Application,  and  Diligence, 
more  material  and  extenfive  Improvements  inHuibandry  might  be  likewife  made. 

1  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  voL  i.  p.  190. 
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pence.  If  two  thoufand  Acres  were  marked  out  in  every  County,  in  Spots 
the  mod:  proper,  with  regard  to  their  being  conveyed  either  by  Land  or 
Water,  and  properly  planted  with  Ship-Timber,  it  would  produce  in  Time 
an  immenfe  Revenue,  and  this  with  as  much  Certainty  as  in  Affairs  of  this 
Nature  can  well  be  expected  s.  But  even  in  the  word  Lands,  and  in  the 
mod  inaccedible  Places,  Fir  and  Pine-Trees  might  be  very  eadly  had,  and 
in  a  Country  where  Saw  Mills  may  be  commodioudy  erected,  would  turn  to 
prodigious  Account,  as  well  in  Deals  as  in  Pitch,  Tar,  Refin,  Turpentine, 
and  be  a  very  great  Saving  to  this  Nation,  which,  as  we  have  before  obferved, 
dands  very  much  in  need  of  fuch  a  Supply  t.  Foreign  Trees,  already  intro¬ 
duced  by  way  of  Curiodties,  might  be  cultivated  there  for  Ufe,  with  equal 
Facility  and  Succefs.  Such,  for  Indance,  as  Cork  Trees  of  all  Kinds  the- 
Cyprels,  a  mod  valuable  and  lading  Wood,  applicable  to  a  Variety  of  Pur- 
pofes,  and  excellent  in  mod  'v  ;  the  Cytifus  Alpinus,  or  Laburnum,  little 
inferior  to  Mahogany  *  ;  and  many  more  that  might  be  mentioned.  Bilcay, 
which  in  feveral  Refpedts  refembles  Wales,  but  is  not  half  fo  big,  is  in  this 
Particular,  under  wife  and  proper  Regulations,  made  the  great  Support  of  the 
vad  Dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  and,  which  is  an  Argument  in  Matters 
of  this  Sort  irreddible,  Experience  already  fhews  this  is  not  barely  poilible, 
but  pra<dicable  :  Timber  and  Bark,  being  already  among  the  Exports  of  many- 
Parts  of  Wales,  and  therefore  if  from  thence  we  could  be  fupplied  with  what 
is  annually  brought  from  Norway,  there  would  be  a  condant  Market  for 
all  that  could  be  raifed  ;  which  would  bring  in  ready  Money,  and  thereby 
contribute  to  make  other  Improvements  advance.. 

From  the  Propagation  to  the  Manufacture  is  a  very  ealy  Tranfition.  If3>- 
as  has  been  long  expeCted,  a  public  Dock  thouid  be  edablifhed  in  Milford- 
Haven,  it  would  very  quickly  have  a  great  Effedt,  not  only  in  exciting  Num¬ 
bers  to  plant  Timber,  but  by  bringing  the  Art  of  Ship-building  to  be  more- 
highly  conddered,  more  extenfively  praCtifed,  and  more  thoroughly  under- - 
dood.  Private  Men  would  undoubtedly  follow  the  public  Example 5  and  the: 


*  In  order  to  facilitate  fo  great  and  growing  a  Benefit  as  this  would  prove,,  the  fame  Expedi¬ 
ents  might  be  ufed  that  have  been  recommended  in  fpeaking  of  Suflex. 

r  The  Method  commonly  praftifed  in  propagating  thefe  Trees  in  Norway,  is  by  tying  a 
Score  of  ripe  Cones  to  the  Top  of  a  Pole,  fixed  on  a  Hill,  and  letting  the  Wind  fcatter  the 
Seeds,  which  will  be  fure  to  fpring  wherever  the  Soil  is  iaitable. 

«  Evelyn’s  Sylva,  book  ii.  chap.  5..  They  grow  in  the  greateft  Perfe&ion  in  the  Pyrenean 
Mountains,  in  the  North  of  America,  in  t-he  very  worft  Soil,  nay  where  there  is  fcarce  any  Soil, 
at  all,  though  very  profitable,  and  fit  for  a  Variety  of  Ufes. 

w  Raii  Hifior.  Plantar,  lib.  xxv.  cap.  5.  This  Wood  is  ineftimable  for  Sheathing,  the  Bit-- 
ternefs  deftroying,  and  the  Odour  being  infupportable  to,  Worms. 

x  This  grows  every-where  in  the  Alps  to  a  tall  Timber  Tree  ;  but  in  richer  Soils  fpends  itfelf 
in  Boughs.  In  this  and  the  laft  War  in  Germany  they  have  found  the  Leaves  and  fmail  Twigs  of 
this  Tree,  green  or  dry,  moft  excellent  and  wholfome  Forage. 

y  All  Parts  of  this  Illand  contribute  to  the  Support  of  Government  y  the  Attention  of  Govern¬ 
ment  ought  therefore  to  extend  to  all  Parts  of  this  Illand. 
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building  many  and  large  Merchantmen  would  be  the  neceifary  and  natural 
Confequence  of  the  Confiruftion  of  a  few  Men  of  W ar.  In  this  Refpedt 
there  wants  but  the  Countenance  of  fuch  an  Encouragement,  and  the  Conve¬ 
niences  of  that  ample  Port  are  fo  many  and  fo  great,  that  the  Art,  in  fu- 
preme  Perfection,  would  be  there  very  fpeedily  eftablifhed,  dian  which  nothing 
could  be  more  beneficial  for  this  Country.  The  Iron-ftone  that  lies  upon 
the  Coafi:  would  no  longer  be  neglefted  :  All  the  Trades  fubfervient  to  Ship¬ 
building  would  fuccefiively  arife  ;  and,  as  the  Number  of  People  increafed, 
it  would  occafion  a  Confumption  of  fat  Cattle ;  and  then  their  Plides  and 
their  Tallow,  being  of  immediate  Ufe,  Tanning  and  other  Manufactures 
would  gradually  follow.  In  the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  the  Profperity  of 
this  Place  would  infpire  the  Inhabitants  of  other  Sea  Ports  with  Emulation  ; 
and  if  we  confider  the  Havens  in  the  North  of  England,  where  Ship-build¬ 
ing  now  flourifhes,  we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  there  is  nothing  forced  or 
improbable  in  this  Suppofition  z.  On  the  contrary,  the  firft  Step  being  effec¬ 
tually  taken,  the  reft  would  be  gradually  introduced,  perhaps  in  much  lefsTime 
than  the  moft  zealous  Advocate  for  the  Meafure  would  venture  to  promife. 

It  has  been  thought  by  thofe  who  are  efteemed  good  Judges  of  the  Sub- 
]eCt,  that  as  Sugar  cannot  be  exported  to  Ireland  till  it  be  cleared  from  fome 
•  Port  in  Great  Britain,  which  is  intended  to  fecure  the  Dependance  of  that 
Ifland,  and  our  Plantations  upon  this  their  Mother  Country,  it  would  in  a 
great  meafure  remove  the  feveral  Inconveniencies  which  this  ReftriCtion  oc¬ 
casions,  if  the  Port  of  Milford-Haven  was  particularly  deftined  to  this  Ufe  a. 
It  has  been  alfo  fuggeHed,  which  is  of  yet  higher  Importance,  that  this  Port 
might  ferve  alfo  very  commodioufiy  for  clearing  out  Tobacco  exported  to 
different  Parts  of  Europe ;  a  Branch  of  Commerce  highly  beneficial  to  this 
Nation,  and  confequently  entitled  to  all  poffible  Attention  b.  It  is  alleged, 
in  Support  of  this  Suggeftion,  that  the  Situation  of  this  Haven  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  Reception  of  fuch  Veffels  as  come  laden  with  thole  Commo¬ 
dities  from  America,  or  the  Wefc  Indies.  It  is  likewife  affirmed,  much  of 
that  Expence  and  Trouble  would  be  by  this  means  faved,  which  have  been 
experienced  to  be  unavoidable  in  other  Places.  All  the  Accommodations 
expedient  for  the  Merchants,  might  be  here  very  fpeedily  provided ;  and  alfo 
every  Precaution  taken  that  fliould  appear  requifite  to  prevent  Frauds,  which 

a  As  thefe  owe  their  Beginnings  to  Chance,  and  their  Advancement  to  great  Coll  and  hard 
Labour,  one  would  be  glad,  in  this  Inllance,  to  fee  the  Invitation  of  Nature  accepted,  and 
the  Advantages  five  offers  improved  by  an  Application  founded  in  national  Encouragement. 

a  Stat.  22  &  23  Car.  II.  cap.  xxvi.  fe<ft.  11.  27  Car.  II.  cap.  vii.  fe£I.  2.  9  &  10  Will.  III. 

cap.  xxiii.  feft.  13.  Dobb’s  EfTay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  p.  38,  where  he 
•computes  the  Confumption  of  Sugar  at  between  fixty  and  feventy  thoufand  Pounds  annually. 

Stat.  8  Ann.  cap.  xiii.  fe<T  18.  EfTay  on  Trade  in  general,  and  on  the  Trade  of  Ireland 
in  particular,  p.  81,  82,  83.  As  the  Tobacco  in  our  Plantations  is  in  the  higheft  EHeem,  fo  all 
foreign  Nations  would  ufe  as  well  as  prefer  it,  if  they  could  obtain  it  more  eafily,  which  is  our 
latereft  as  well  as  theirs. 
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feems  to  be  the  principal  End  that  this  Regulation  had  in  View.  Laflly, 
it  is  aflerted,  that  from  this  Harbour,  when  their  Cargoes  were  after  Clear¬ 
ance  reimbarked,  Velfels  might  proceed  to  the  refpedtive  Ports  for  which 
they  are  defigned  with  much  Facility,  and  without  Lofs  of  Time  c.  Taking 
the  Fadts  to  be  as  thus  dated,  the  Conceffion  defired  would  be  equally  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  this  Haven,  convenient  for  all  Parties,  and  expedient  for  the 
public  Service. 

I  have  ufed  my  utmoft  Endeavours  to  gain  as  clear  a  Notion  of  this 
Matter  as  poffible,  and  have  laboured  to  exprefs  that  Notion  with  all  the  Per- 
fpieuity  I  could,  becaufe,  if  it  fhould  be  well  founded,  it  mud  certainly  con¬ 
tribute  greatly  to  the  Emolument  of  this  Place,  and  to  the  Improvement 
both  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  South  Wales,  which,  in  its  Conie- 
quences,  would  be  unquedionably  beneficial  to  the  whole  Britifh  Empire  d. 
But  as  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  Harbour,  and  therefore  cannot  positively 
infid  upon  the  Matters  of  Fadt  which  I  have  related,  I  would  be  underdood 
only  to  recommend  them  to  an  impartial  Enquiry,  upon  a  Suppofition  that 
thefe  Circumdances  appearing,  and  all  necefiary  Steps  taken  to  render  the 
landing,  weighing,  clearing  out,  regidring,  and  reimbarking  the  Goods,  as 
eafy  to  the  Owners,  and  as  fafe  to- the  Revenue,  as  may  be,  the  Convenicncy 
will  quickly  appear  in  fo  drong  a  Light,  as  to  attradt  the  greated  Part  of  the 
•Vefiels  thus  employed  to  that  Haven,  which  cannot  fail  of  bringing  it  mere 
into  Requeft  e.  Natural  Advantages,  however  great  in  themfelves,  are  but 
too  liable  in  all  Countries  to  be  overlooked ;  and  therefore  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  Government,  when  apprifed  of  them,  to  conlider  and  call  them 
forth  for  the  common  Advantage  fi  Leghorn  was  a  very  delpicable  Place, 
and  befides  unwholl'ome  from  its  Situation,  till  the  Advantage  of  its  Haven 
bein<*  difeerned  by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  and  the  State  of  Commerce 
in  Italy  duly  weighed,  gave  him  the  I'rofpedt  of  the-  Benefits  it  might  pro¬ 
duce  g.  This  Idea  being  prolecuted  with  equal  Prudence  and  Spirit,  loon 
changed  the -Face  of  Things,  not  barely  ,  in  refpedt  to  that  Port,  but  in 

e  Annotations  on  the  English  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p. 
17.  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Havens  in  Wales,  p.  14. 

d  Correfpondence  of  every  Kind  increafes  Trade  and  Commerce  in  general;  and  the  frequenting 
this  Port  would  not  only  augment  Bufmefs  here,  but  in  many  other  Places. 

^  The  very  coming  of  Velfels  hither  to  difeharge  and  to  embark  Sugar  and  Tobacco,  would 
promote  the  Sale  of  their  native  Commodities;  and  the  Inhabitants  themfelves- would  be  fooii 
invited  to  take  a  Share  in  their  outward-bound  Cargoes; 

f  Confider  and  compare  what  has  been  faid  as  to  the  Caufes  of  the  Rife  of  Liverpool,  White¬ 
haven,  Hull,  Lynn,  Harwich,  and  other  Ports,  and  the  Probability  of  what  is  advanced  in  the 
Text  will  be  apparent. 

8  This  Port  had  been  in  the  Hands  of  the  Pifans  and  Genoefe,  who  faw  not  the  PoTibility  of 
making.it  fo  confiderable  ;  and  yet  they  were  reckoned  amongft  the  molt  penetrating  Pec  pie  in 
Italy. 

regard 
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regard  to  a  large  Extent  of  Country  round,  and  in  Procefs  of  Time  to  the 
whole  Territory  of  that  Prince  F 

As  this  fpacious  Country  funk  into  a  State  of  Decay  by  degrees,  fo  we 
cannot  expert  it  fhould  emerge  on  a  hidden.  As  loon  as  a  Beginning  {hall 
be  once  made,  by  the  Appointment  of  proper  Officers,  the  Alterations  which 
fhall  appear  requifite  in  Milford-Haven,  will  not  only  give  Life  to  Plant¬ 
ing,  and  various  other  Improvements,  but  add  Spirit  to  the  Fiffiery,  which 
.m uh:  be  always  cheriffied,  as  it  is  alfo  certainly  capable  of  being  extended 
in  Wales,  not  only  as  the  great  Nurfery  of  Seamen,  but  as  fupplying  a  nu¬ 
merous  and  healthy  Race  of  People,  who  not  only  maintain  themfelves 
and  Families,  but  employ  and  Support  by  their  Inauftry  many  more  Fami¬ 
lies  on  Shore,  and,  as  encouraged  and  increafed,  will  be  in  that  refpedt  ftiil 
further  ufeful  h  The  Augmentation  of  Mouths  which  fuch  Meafures  would 
procure,  mull  create  a  Confumption  of  Meat,  and  of  all  other  Neceftaries; 
which  would  haften  every  Infant  Manufacture  forward,  and  excite  alfo  the 
letting  up  more.  Hence  a  continual  Circulation  would  be  certainly  produced 
between  the  Places  in  which  they  were  fettled,  and  foreign  Commerce  would 
in  a  ffiort  Time  keep  Pace  with  domeftic  Trade  k.  Navigation,  being  once 
thoroughly  introduced,  muft  undoubtedly  make  a  rapid  Progrefs  in  a  Coun¬ 
try,  the  maritime  Parts  of  which  abound  with  Materials,  bulky  in  them¬ 
felves,  and  in  their  Nature  of  general  Ufe  ;  fuch  as  Metals,  Coals,  Salt, 
Corn,  Malt,  6cc.  and  as  thefe  are  Staple  Commodities,  there  is  no  Poffibility 
that  they  fhould  be  haftily  exhaufted,  or  any  Caufe  to  fear  they  would  link 
in  Price  1.  The  very  contrary  of  this  muft  be  very  fpeedily  and  very  cer¬ 
tainly  felt,  to  the  Honour  of  this  naturally  rich  Country,  and  the  Emolu¬ 
ment  of  its  hofpitable  Inhabitants.  How  much  this  is  to  be  wifhed,  and 
at  the  fame  time  how  much  Reafon  there  is  for  thefe  Attempts,  llender  as 
they  are,  to  indicate  the  Means,  cannot  but  appear  to  whoever  confiders, 
that,  though  containing  live  times  the  Territory,  this  whole  Principality  con¬ 
tributes  lels  to  the  Land-Tax  (though  poffibly  more  to  the  Poor’s  Rate)  than 
the  fingle  County  of  Somerfet  m„ 

h  Dallington’s  Survey  of  the  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany’s  State  and  Dominions,  London,  1605. 
■Biihop  Burnet’s  Travels  into  Italy,  letter  iii.  Addifon’s  Travels,  in  his  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  136 — 

*3  9- 

1  An  Increafe  of  Commerce  would  extend  Navigation ;  this  would  afford  Employment  for 
Seamen  ;  and  for  thefe  the  Filheries  would  ferve  as  a  Seminary,  from  whence  they  might  be 
drawn,  and  alfo  a  Retreat,  when  not  in  Pay,  as  is  the  Cafe  in  the  North,  and  in  other  Parts 

-of  England. 

k  This  we  know  has  frequently  or  rather  conftantly  happened  in  other  Places,  and  therefore 
we  run  no  great  Hazard  in  predifting  the  fame  Confequences  would  attend  fuch  Encouragement 
.given  here. 

1  The  Plenty  of  thole  valuable  Commodities  mentioned  in  the  Text  might,  and  certainly  would, 
be  greatly  increafed,  by  creating  a  new,  conflant,  and  regular  Demand. 

In  The  Truth  of  this  will  appear,  from  the  Perufal  of  any  Land-Tax  Aft,  and  the  Schemes 
pf  the  Poor’s  Rate,  as  levied  in  the  refpeftive  Counties,  one  of  which  I  have  procured. 

There 
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There  has  been,  fince  Part  of  this  Work  was  committed  to  the  Prejfs, 
(for  having  fo  long  and  fo  many  Journies  to  make,  my  Progrefs  has  indeed 
been  flow,)  a  Society  inflituted  in  Brecknockfhire,  which  is  an  inland  County 
of  this  Principality,  for  Purpofes  fo  rational  in  themfelves,  fo  laudable,  be- 
caufe  fo  public-fpirited,  in  their  Intention,  that  I  cannot  eafily  find  Words  to 
teftify  that  Satisfaction  their  Eftablifhment  has  given  me,  as  I  make  not  any 
Doubt  of  their  Succefs,  or  in  confequence  of  that  of  other  Societies  riling 
gradually  up,  with  like  Views,  in  all  the  different  Counties  n.  It  is  formed 
on  a  Plan  that  at  once  preferves  Equality,  and  excites  Emulation  amongft  its 
Members,  all  of  whom  prefide  in  their  Turns,  and  contribute  to  the  Ex¬ 
pence  employed  in  the  Advancement  of  the  general  InterefL  Their  Views 
are,  to  encourage  Agriculture  in  all  its  Branches,  to  introduce  the  Linen, 
to  extend  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  amend  and  make  new  Roads,  and, 
in  a  Word,  to  cherifh  and  fupport  Induftry  of  every  Kind  o.  If  We  confider 
this  in  one  Light,  it  is  not  only  a  well-judged  but  a  mod  extenfive  Charity, 
reaching  not  limply  to  the  prefent  Generation,  but  to  lateft  Pofterity  :  If 
viewed  in  another,  it  is  a  mod  profitable  Academy,  where,  by  a  Communi¬ 
cation  of  their  feparate  Lights,  the  whole  Body  gradually  acquires  a  Treafure 
of  folid  and  practical  Science.  At  the  fame  time  it  may,  and  in  Truth  ought, 
to  be  regarded,  as  an  admirable  Indrument  of  genuine  Policy,  calculated  to 
advance  the  Welfare  of  the  Community  p.  Look  upon  it  in  any  Way,  confider 
it  in  what  Light  you  will,  on  the  fird  Appearance,  and  the  clofed  InfpeCtion, 
it  is  dill  prudent,  ufeful,  and  amiable.  It  holds  out  Encouragement  and  Pro¬ 
tection  to  the  Poor  ;  it  rewards  Affiduity  and  Application  in  the  aCtive  ;  it  vifi- 
bly  promotes  the  Extenfion  and  Increafe  of  Property,  by  the  fured  Means  ;  it 
provides  for  the  IndruCtion  even  of  the  mod  learned,  by  bringing  every  probable 
Propofal  to  the  Ted  of  Experiment,  which  can  alone  fecure  Certainty  ;  and  it 
guards  fuch  as  are  lefs  knowing  from  injuring  themfelves  by  improper  Purfuits, 
through  the  Premiums  they  give  upon  fuch  Methods  of  improving  as  they 
know  may  be  carried  on  to  Profit.  May  Providence  profper  their  Endeavours ! 
May  Mankind  pay  a  proper  RefpeCt  to  their  ConduCt !  And  may  others  follow 
their  excellent  Example ! 

I  n  the  former  Chapter  we  have  difcourfed  pretty  copioufly  of  fuch  Ports  as 
lie  in  the  Firths  of  North  Britain  though  conddering  thole  Firths  as  Bays, 

»  All  Enterprizes  of  this  Sort,  though  flow,  doubtful,  and  difficult  in  their  Beginnings,  yet 
when  once  their  Foundations  are  well  laid,  Prejudices  overcome,  and  Numbers  fet  to  work,  pro¬ 
ceed  amazingly  fad. 

o  Thefe  Views  are  exceedingly  well  adjufled  :  Cheapnefs  of  Provifions  is  an  eflential  Article 
towards  the  Support  of  Manufaftures ;  and  going  eafily  to  Market  is  all  that  is  farther  wanting 
to  render  Labour  and  Manufactures  thoroughly  fuccefsful. 

P  Voluntary  Subfcriptions  are  the  fureft  Teflimonies  of  public  Spirit :  Thofe  only  who  give, 
direft,  which  fecures  Frugality  ;  and  both  taken  together,  will,  if  any  thing  can,  exclude 
Corruption. 

Vol.  L 
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thefe  Ports  might  many  of  them,  without  Impropriety,  have  been  placed  in 
this.  But  having  been  once  fpoken  to,  we  will  confine  ourfelves  now  to  luch 
as  lie  immediately  on  the  Sea.  There  are,  in  the  common  Opinion,  a  greater 
Number  of  thefe,  on  both  Sides  of  this  Part  of  the  Lland,  than,  even  in 
their  prefent  State,  the  fcanty  Commerce  of  North  Britain  feems  to  require  q. 
But  yet  we  fhall  find  feveral  of  them,  on  the  Ead  Side  more  efpecially,  upon 
a  clofer  Examination,  fo  much  injured  by  Time  and  Neglect,  that  it  is  no  fmall 
Hindrance  to  the  Induftry  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  would  certainly  export 
more  of  their  Commodities  and  Manufactures,  and  of  Confequence  would 
employ  a  much  larger  Proportion  of  Labour  and  Skill  in  procuring  both,  if 
their  Harbours  were  in  a  better  Condition  r.  It  is  with  the  Bulk  of  a  People 
as  it  is  with  particular  Men,  if  they  have  not  Tools  they  cannot  work ;  or  even 
if  they  have  they  will  not,  without  the  Profpect  of  a  Market  ;  and  therefore 
it  is  the  Intereft  of  the  Public  to  give  them  Abidance  in  this  Refpedt ;  becaufe 
without  it,  they  remain  lefs  profitable  Members  of  Society,  or  are  induced  to 
defert  their  own  Country,  in  order  to  feek  that  Encouragement  elfewherc 
which  they  would  have  readily  embraced,  if  they  could  have  met  with  it  at 
home  s.  What  therefore  is  propofed  in  this  Place,  is  no  more  than  to  infill 
on  a  few  of  the  mod  remarkable,  and  which,  in  their  prefent  Situation,  are 
attended  with  particular  Circumdances,  that  feem  to  recommend  them  to  pub¬ 
lic  Notice,  fo  far  as  to  procure  thofe  Amendments  that  are  requifite,  to  render 
them  of  much  greater  Utility  than  formerly,  or  than,  without  fuch  Attention 
dievvn  them,  they  are  ever  likely  to  be. 

The  Fird  of  thefe  thus  recommended  {hall  be  the  Port  of  Dunbar,  near  the 
Entrance  of  the  Firth  of  Forth  L  It  is  a  Royal  Burgh,  and  was  heretofore  a 
drong  Place,  defended  alfo  by  a  Cadle  or  Fortrefs,  which  was  much  dronger, 
and  the  principal  Caufe  of  its  differing  extremely  in  the  Civil  War ;  fince 
which  its  Fortifications  have  been  partly  negie&ed,  and  partly  demoiidied  u. 
As  it  lies  in  the  Shire  of  Haddington,  or  Ead  Louthian,  which,  in  point  of 
Beauty  and  Fertility,  is  not  inferior  to  any  in  North  Britain,  and  as  there  have 
long  been,  and  dill  are,  Woollen  and  other  Manufactures  carried  on  in  that 
Shire,  fo,  from  its  Vicinity  to  the  Places  where  thofe  Manufactures  are  fettled, 
it  is  become  a  Town  of  good  Trade,  and,  in  virtue  of  its  Harbour,  of  fome 
% 

q  See  the  feveral  modern  Defcriptions  of  this  Country,  which  all  fugged,  that'  there  are 
Harbours  enough,  and  but  few  Veffels  belonging  to  them  ;  which  is,  generally  fpeaking,  the 
Truth. 

r  it  is  not  barely  the  Number,  but  the  Situation  alfo,  in  refpeft  to  Havens,  that  renders  them 
beneficial  to  a  Country,  by  affording  equal  Means,  of  Improvement  in  all  its  Parts. 

s  In  every  Country  one  of  the  principal  ObjcCts  of  Government  fhould  be,  to  retain  its  Sub¬ 
jects  ;  becaufe  the  Lofs  of  them  is  not  only  an  irreparable  Misfortune,  but  an  indelible 
Reproach. 

t  Joan.  Le(la?i  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotise  Defcriptio,  p.  15.  Buchanan,  lib.  i.  p.  13. 

u  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  687.  Sir  James  Dalrym  pie’s  Defcription  of  Scotland,  chap,  vii, 
p.  29.  The  Prefent  State  of  Scotland,  London,  1682,  120,  p.  131. 

foreign 
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foreign  Commerce  w.  This  Haven,  however,  is  not  either  large  or  commo¬ 
dious,  and  is,  at  its  Entrance,  alfo  embarrafled  with  Rocks.  Two  Adis  of 
Parliament,  the  Firft  for  Nineteen,  the  Second  for  Twenty-five  Years,  now 
near  expired,  were  obtained,  granting  the  ufual  Allowance  for  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Port,  and  other  Purpofes ;  fince  which,  and  more  eipecially  after 
the  Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  it  began  to  thrive  *.  The  Herring  Fifhery  is 
fometimes  very  profitable ;  thefe  Herrings,  in  point  of  Quality,  as  well  as 
Size,  being  generally  efteemed  fuperior  to  thofe  caught  by  the  Dutch.  Some 
public-fpirited  Perfons  have  alfo  fet  up  Whale-fifhing  here,  with  Succefs  y. 
But  from  the  Commencement  of  the  prefent  War,  Dunbar  has  differed  in 
common  with  other  Harbours  on  this  Side  of  the  Ifland.  It  continues,  ne- 
verthelefs,  in  a  flourifhing,  though  not  in  the  fame  flourifhing  State,  and  has 
five  Creeks  dependent  upon  it,  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  Accounts  7.  This  Place, 
if  the  Port  was  once  improved  as  far  as  it  is  capable,  fo  as  to  receive  more 
Ships,  and  thofe  of  larger  Burthen,  and  that  Allowance  to  maintain  thofe 
Improvements,  which  they  now  enjoy,  continued  for  a  farther  Term,  would, 
from  the  Convenience  of  its  Pofition,  and  the  induftrious  Temper  of  the 
People  in  the  Country  about  it,  become,  in  all  human  Probability,  much  more 
confiderable  than  we  now  find  it. 

St.  Andrews  is  an  ancient  City,  once  the  Glory  of  Fife.  In  refpedt  to 
Situation,  it  has  been  juftly  celebrated,  by  foreign  as  well  as  domeffic  Writers ; 
lying  in  a  fweet  Plain,  admirably  watered,  enjoying  a  pure  and  wholefome 
Air,  a  rich  and  fertile  Soil,  and  having  a  fine  Profpedt  of  the  Sea  a.  It  was 
a  Place  of  Note,  when  poffeffed  by  the  Pifffs,  became  an  Epifcopal  See  in  the 
ninth  Century,  and  the  Seat  of  an  Archbifhop,  Metropolitan  of  Scotland,  in 
the  fifteenth  b.  AnUniverfity  had  been  founded  here  a  little  before,  which 
ftill  lubfifts,  and  is  now  compofed  of  two,  though,  till  very  lately,  of  three 
Colleges  c.  There  was  alfo  a  Caftle,  built  for  its  Protedtion,  the  Vefliges  of 
which,  at  this  Time,  are  fcarce  vifible.  In  its  flourifhing  State  it  confided  of 

w  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Brome’s  Travels  through  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales,  p.  191,  192.  .  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  7. 

x  Stat.  5  Georg.  I.  cap.  16.  10  Georg.  II.  cap.  ii.  This  lafl  Statute  determines  in  1763,  or  the 
Clofe  of  the  next  Sefiions  of  Parliament. 

y  Spruel’s  Scheme  of  Scotland’s  Produffs  and  Manufactures,  p.  25.  Atlas  Maritimus  et 
Commercialis,  p.  9.  Lindfey’s  Intereff  of  Scotland  conlidered,  p.  1S2. 

'  *  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p.  286.  I  have  taken  all  the  Pains  I  could  to  afeertain  thefe  Faffs, 
as  well  from  Extraffs  out  of  the  Cuffom-houfe  Books,  as  private  Information. 

a  Cardan  de  vita  propria,  cap.  29.  40.  Ifolario  di  Thomafo  Porcacchi,  lib.  i.  p.  24. 
Arthuri  Johnftoni  Eulogitim  Fani  Sri.  Andrese,  apud  Camdeni  Britanniam. 

b  Johannis  de  Fordun  Scotichronicon,  lib.  ii.  fol.  37,  b.  38,  b.  Major  de  Geffis  Scotorum, 
lib.  i.  cap.  15.  fol.  22.  a.  Leflaei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scoriae  Defcriptio,  p.  24. 

c  Hefforis  Boethii  Scotorum  Hilforiae,  lib.  xvi.  fol.  342.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  703. 
Spotfwood’s  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  p.  57,  58.  Prefent  State  of  Scotland,  p.  197* 
Stat.  20  Geo.  .II.  cap.  32. 
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four  large  Streets,  handfomely  built,  with  fmaller  Streets  and  Lanes  eroding 
them,  containing  in  the  whole  about  two  thoufand  Houfes ;  of  which  Streets 
two  are  ttill  pretty  intire,  and  there  remain  in  them  about  the  fourth  Part  of 
that  Number  of  habitable  Houfes  d.  The  Cathedral  and  Cattle  are  ruinous, 
other  public  Edifices  decaying,  fome  utterly  confumed  e.  The  Religious 
Houfes  j  the  Revenues  of  the  Clergy,  who  compofed  the  Chapter  j  the  Stu¬ 
dents  of  the  Univerfity,  once  very  numerous ;  the  Dependents  and  Officers  of 
the  Archbifhops ;  and  the  Refort  of  Pilgrims  from  all  Parts,  and  even  from 
beyond  the  Seas,  drawn  by  the  Fame  of  the  Relics  of  the  tutelar  Saint,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  lodged  therein,  proved  the  great  Support  of  this  City,  which  was 
then  rich  and  populous,  with  excellent  Roads  on  every  Side,  which  ttill  in  fome 
meafure  remain,  and  its  Fairs  are  much  frequented,  with  a  good  Fifhery,  and  a 
confiderable  foreign  Commerce  f.  It  would  have  been  happy,  if  when  thofe 
Funds  arifing  from  Superttition  were  taken  away,  fome  Methods  had  been 
concerted,  both  here  and  in  other  Places,  that  might  have  prevented  the  Decay 
and  Depopulation  of  the  City,  which,  in  Confequence  of  fo  great  a  Change, 
and  the  fudden  Exclufion  of  fuch  a  Number  of  Perfons,  as  from  the  Caufes 
before-mentioned,  were  obliged,  and  in  Confequence  of  that  Obligation,  had 
alfo  the  Means  affigned  them  of  living  in  St.  Andrews,  immediately  declined, 
and  has  continued  gradually  finking  ever  fince  g. 

It  had  probably  funk  much  fooner,  if  King  James  the  Sixth  had  not  re¬ 
formed  and  reftored  the  Univerfity,  to  which  its  Revenues  were  effectually 
fecured  h.  It  remained  ttill  pottetted  of  a  good  Harbour,  though  rendered 
originally  fuch  by  Art,  capable  of  receiving  an  Hundred  Sail  of  as  large  Vef- 
fels  as  were  then  commonly  ufed.  The  Merchants  and  Owners  of  Ships  had 
handfome  and  fpacious  Houfes,  with  Cellars,  and  other  Conveniencies  fuitable, 
in  the  North  Street,  now  totally  demolifhed  and  gone,  and  were  wont  to  em¬ 
ploy  Buttes,  to  fitti  for  Herring  in  deep  Water,  and  alio  for  Cod  and  Ling  on 
the  Banks,  which  furnifhed  many  Families  with  a  comfortable  Subfittence. 
Befides  this,  they  had  ttill  a  competent  domettic  Trade,  and  fome  Share  of 

d  Dr.  Sibbald’s  Hiftory  of  Fife,  p.  1 34,  135.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia.  Atlas  Ma- 
ritimus  et  Commercials,  p.  7. 

e  Sir  James  Dalrymple’s  Defcription  of  Scotland,  chap.  xx.  p.  119,  120.  Brome’s  Travels 
through  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.183.  All  the  modern  Defcriptions. 

f  See  the  Appendix  to  Archbilhop  Spotfwood’s  Hiftory,  and  the  Accounts  given  of  the  Mag¬ 
nificence  of  this  City  in  the  Time  of  Cardinal  Beton  and  Archbifhop  Hamilton. 

8  In  fuch  Revolutions  as  thefe  private  Intereft  commonly  prevails ;  and  the  Welfare  of  the 
Public,  though  made  the  Inftrument  to  effeft  fuch  Changes,  is,  in  effecting  them,  very  little 
regarded. 

h  Johnftoni  Rerum  Britannicarum  Hift.  lib.  vii.  p.  229.  Spotfwood’s  Hiftory  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  p.  447.  455.  Moyfes  Memoirs  of  the  Affairs  of  Scotland,  p.  253. 
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foreign  Correfpondence At  the  Beginning  of  the  Troubles  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  which  is  a  Proof  of  what  has  been  faid,  there  were  about 
Fifty  Sail  belonging  to  the  Place.  The  fatal  Blow  at  Dundee  reduced  the  far 
greater  Part  of  the  Traders  of  this  City,  who,  as  to  a  Place  of  Security,  had 
fent  the  beft  of  their  Effects  thither.  A  convincing  Evidence  of  this  arifes 
from  their  Manner  of  railing  Five  hundred  Pounds,  being  the  Compofition 
for  a  Thoufand,  demanded  by  General  Monk  foon  after  ;  which  being  by 
Way  of  Loan,  on  Intereft,  has  remained  a  Debt  upon  the  Corporation  ever 
fince  k.  In  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Second  fomewhat  was  done  for  the  Uni- 
verfity,  but  nothing  for  the  City,  which  is  alfo  an  ancient  Royal  Burgh  3  or 
the  Port,  which  was  then  decaying  daily,  as  their  Fifhery,  for  want  of  Money 
to  repair  thofe  Defecfts,  was  likewife  gradually  declining,  till  in  the  end  it  was 
quite  loft.  At  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  St.  Andrews  was  fo  fallen, 
that  in  the  Afleffment  then  made  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  to  the  Cefs,  cor- 
refponding  to  the  Land  Tax  in  South  Britain,  fhe  pays  about  an  Eighth  of 
what  is  charged  upon  Glafgow  J.  By  the  Inhabitants  being  thus  impoverifhed, 
though  they  have  conftantly  ftruggled,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  to  maintain 
their  Port,  in  which  they  have  received  alfo  fome  little  Affiftance  from  the 
other  Royal  Boroughs,  and  from  the  generous  Spirit  of  one  of  their  Pro- 
vofts  m,  yet  Time  and  Storms  had  fo  deftroyed  it  Thirty  Years  ago,  that  Peter 
Lord  King  being  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  they  petitioned  him  for  a  Brief, 
letting  forth,  that  their  Haven  might  be  thoroughly  repaired,  for  lefs  than  the 
Sum  of  Nine  thoufand  Pounds ;  which-  Brief  produced  little  :  And  now,  as 
may  be  reafonably  expetfled,  it  is  become  fo  much  worfe,  as  to  be  in  effect 
no  Port  at  all  j  the  Sand  having  filled  it  up,  and  thereby  deprived  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Hope,  and  of  courfe  put  an  End  to  their  Endeavours  n- 

The  reviving  the  Luflre  of  this  once  fplendid  City  3  the  recovering  to  its- 
former  Utility  this  once  commodious  Haven,  and  thereby  reftoring  to  its  an¬ 
cient  Profperity  the  happily  feated  Peninfula  of  Fife,  would  be  fuch  a  noble 
Teftimony  of  the  Wifdom  and  public  Spirit  of  the  prefent  Generation,  as 
could  not  fail  of  exciting  the  Emulation,  as  well  as  commanding  the  Refped:* 
of  lateft  Pofterity  This  certainly,  though  fo  long  neglected,  is-  very  prac- 

i  It  appears  from  hence,  that  "without  fome  Equivalent  for  the  Archiepifcopal  See,  and  other 
Ecclefiaftical  Endowments,  the  City  could  not  fupport  itfelf,  which  was  a  great  Lofs  to  the  whole 
County  of  Fife,  where  Lands,  even  at  this  Time,  fell  at  a  lower  Rate  than  in  fome  more  remote 

Shires.  -  > 

k  Hiftorical  Remarks  on  the  ancient  City  of  St.  Andrews  in  North  Britain.  London,  1-7 28 > 
8vo.  Addrefted  to  Peter  Lord  King,  then  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain. 

l  Stat.  Car.  II.  p.  3.  c.  23.  pag.  562.  Prefent  State  of  Scotland,  chap.  xi.  p.  196. — 20 6i. 
See  alfo  the  Hiftorical  Remarks  before  cited,  and  all  the  modern  Accounts  of  the  Place, 
m  Hiftorical  Remarks  on  the  City  of  St.  Andrews  in  North  Britain,  p.  26,  27. 

“  According  to  the  belt  Information  I  have  been  able  to  procure. 

*  As  the  Sight  of  ancient  Ruins  naturally  excites  Veneration  for  paft  Times,  fo  fuch  Renova¬ 
tions  of  decayed  Cities,  have  been  ever  juftly  regarded,  not  only  as  Works  of  true  Policy  (as  they 
certainly  are),  but  alfo  as  Monuments  of  public  Piety. 
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ticable,  with  a  Small  Degree  of  Attention,  and  without  demanding  any  large 
Expence.  The  Country  about  it  abounds  in  Grain,  as  aTo  in  Coals  and  Salt  3 
fo  that  Provisions  being  plenty,  Labour  is  of  courfe  cheap.  There  are  likewife  in 
its  Neighbourhood  great  Flocks  of  Sheep,  producing  large  Quantities  of  Wool, 
which  is  of  fuch  a  Staple  as  may  be  very  eafily  fpun  and  wove  into  a  Sort  of  light 
pleafant  Stuff,  refembling  the  Etamines  of  Rheims,  Amiens,  Mans,  Lude, 
Nogent  le  Rotru,  and  other  Places  in  France,  which  are  ufed  for  the  Nuns 
Veils,  the  cloathing  the  fecular  Clergy  in  mod  Popidi  Countries,  and  many 
other  Purpofes ;  or  the  Stametes  of  the  Low  Countries,  not  much  unlike  them, 
but  of  all  Colours,  and  of  which  there  is  in  the  Levant  a  great  Con fumption  ; 
which  Manufactures  might,  without  Difficulty,  be  brought  to,  and  edablidied 
in  St.  Andrews,  where  there  are  fpare  Hands  enough  to  be  employed  p.  The 
Port,  though  fallen  into  fo  low  and  deplorable  a  Condition,  dill  retains  a  Capa¬ 
city  of  being  made  full  as  good  or  better  than  ever  it  was,  by  removing  thofe 
Heaps  of  Sand  which  entirely  choak  the  Bafon  ;  repairing  the  Breaches  made 
in  the  old  Works ;  and,  which  is  mod  material,  by  running  a  Stone.Pier  as  far 
.  as  the  Beacon,  which  would  hinder  Veffels  from  being  driven  on  Rocks  at  the 
Entrance,  and  enable  them  to  ride  fafe  in  the  Harbour  q.  The  Beach  is  as 
.  proper  as  any  for  drying  Cod  and  other  Fifh  in  the  bed  Method;  and  if  the 
Port,  become  in  a  manner  ufelefs,  was  once  put  into  a  proper  State,  with 
thefe  Additions,  the  Herring Fidiery,  now  no  longer  carried  on,  as  requiring  bet¬ 
ter  Veffels  than  at  prefent  belong  to  the  Place,  would  be  very  foon  retrieved  r. 
Allow  me  to  fay  dill  farther,  that  if  one  of  the  decayed  Edifices  was  con¬ 
verted  into  what  in  South  Britain  is  called  g  Trinity  Houfe,  of  which  Captains 
,of  Men  of  War  coming  thither  occafionally,  and  experienced  Maders  of 
Ships  in  any  of  the  Ports  on  the  Coad,  might  be  Members,  with  a  Power  to 
examine  and  fwear  Pilots.,  and  to  inlpeCt  the  other  Harbours  on  this  Side  of 
North  Britain,  and  the  Management  of  the  Fiffieries,  reporting  annually  their 
Observations  to  theTrudees,  it  would  be  of  Service  to  the  Place,  and  at  the 
fame  time  a  Benefit  to  die  Public.  If  under  their  View  alfo  a  School  or  Col¬ 
lege  for  indru&ing  Youth  in  Adronomy,  Cofmography,  Geography,  Natural 
Hidory,  the  pad  and  prefent  State  of  Commerce,  with  the  Theory  of  Navi¬ 
gation  in  all  its  Branches,  were  added  to  the  Univerfity,  for  both  which 
foundations  the  City  is  admirably  Seated,  all  thefe  defirable  Ends  would  be 


P  Dietionnaire Univerfel  de  Commerce,  vol.  ill.  col.  312.  vol.  iv.  col.  846.  This  would  be 
fo  far  from  injuring,  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  Thing  to  ffiew,  that  it  would  be  ferviceable  to 
the  Woollen  Manufactures  of  South  Britain,  and  that  in  many  RefpeCts. 

q  As  this  Haven  .lies  in  .the  Middle  between  the  Two  Firths  of  Forth  and  Murray,  it 
would  be  very  ujfeful,.  in  bad  Weather,  to  Veffels  bound  to  either,  and  not  able  to  make  the 
Entrances  of  .thofe  Firths. 

r  A  late  Ad  of  Parliament  in  Favour  of  the  Fiffiery,  has  raifed  a  great  Spirit  in  this  Part  of 
the  Ifland,  which  however  cannot  turn  to  the  Benefit  of  this  Place,  till  the  Haven  is 
jeflored.  '  ” 

t  •  ' 
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fpeedily  attained  s.  As  the  Bay  of  St.  Andrews,  from  Fifenefs  to  Red  Head, 
is  twenty-four  Miles  in  Extent,  and  Ships  in  great  Danger  with  the  Wind  at 
Eaft  or  North-Eaft,  the  reftoring  this,  which  is  the  only  Haven  of  any  Size 
in  that  Space,  would  be  of  general  Ufe  to  the  Trade  of  this  Part  of  Britain. 
At  prefent  it  is  confidered  as  a  Creek  to  Anftruther,  which  is  itfelf  no  more  than 
a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Kircaldy  t. 

Peterhead  lies  in  the  Shire  of  Aberdeen,  and  is  afmallTown  remarkable 
from  its  Situation,  being  the  molt  eaftern  on  the  Continent  of  North  Britain  ; 
and  for  its  Port,  or  rather  two  Ports,  upon  the  German  Ocean,  hitherto  fer- 
viceable  only  for  fmall  Veftels  ;  and  yet  even  in  that  Light,  they  are  unquef- 
tionably  the  chief  Support  of  the  Place  u.  It  has  been  thought  by  fome  able 
Judges,  from  whofe  Informations  alone  thefe  Propofols  are  derived,  that 
though  little  and  infignificant  at  prefent,  it  merits  Attention  upon  many  Ac¬ 
counts.  Becaufe,  as  in  the  former  Chapter  we  have  more  than  once  obferved, 
a  fafe  and  commodious  Harbour  is  much  wanted  on  this  Coaft,  and  might  be 
obtained  here  without  much  Trouble,  and  probably  alfo  without  any  great 
Expence.  Next,  becaufe  its  Pofttion  renders  it  exceedingly  ft  to  be  made  a 
Staple  for  the  Herring  Fifhery  on  this  Side  ;  as  that  Fifhery  is  carried  on,  efpe- 
cially  in  good  Seafons,  both  to  the  North  and  to  the  South  of  it,  and  Peter¬ 
head  is  centrical  in  that  refpedt.  Laftly,  becaufe  it  may  be  made  ufeful,  in 
many  other  Circumftances,  to  the  Navigation  of  Britain  in  general  w.  The 
two  Ports  that  it  now  has,  looking  South  and  North,  are  divided  by  a  Channel, 
which,  except  at  high  Water,  is  very  fhallow.  The  South  Port  is  covered 
to  the  Eaft  by  an  Bland  called  Keith  Inch,  and  that  to  the  North  by  another 
rocky  Bland,  which,  from  its  verdant  Appearance,  has  been  filed  Greenhill. 
It  is  propofed,  by  deepening  the  Channel,  that  thefe  two  Ports  fhould  be 
united  into  one,  preferving  both  Entrances,  and  repairing  the  old,  and 
making  fome  new  Works,  this  Port  may,  it  is  prefumed,  have  twenty  Feet 
Water 

In  confequence  of  thefe  f  mple,  and  furely  practicable  Alterations,  the  firft 
End  would  be  anfwered,  and  the  new  Haven  be  of  a  proper  Size,  a  good 


s  Inftitmions  of  this  Sort,  which  would  initiate  Youth  early  in  the  Principles  of  thofe 
Sciences  and  Arts,  requisite  in  adtive  Life,  would  be  very  ufeful  in  North  Britain. 

*  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercials,  p.  7.  Lindfey’s  Interefl  of  Scotland  confidered,  p.  1 96, 
197.  Crouch’s  Book  of  Rates,  p*  387. 

u  Lindfey’s  Interefl  of  Scotland  confidered,  p.  192.  Cutler's  Coafling Pilot,  p.  8.  Crouch’s 
Book  of  Rates,  p.  386. 

w  Another  Circumftance  to  be  confidered  is,  that  in  the  Road  cf  Peterhead  is  good  Anchorage, 
and  Ships  may  ride  fife  from  any  Winds  that  blow  from  Shore. 

x  A  Letter  to  a-  Member  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  Free  Britilh  Fifheries,  wi'h 
Draughts  of  a  Herring  Bufs  and  Nets,  and  of  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Peterhead,  8vo. 
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Depth,  and  alike  fecure  againft  both  Enemies  and  Weather,  if  Keith  Inch, 
in  which  there  is  an  old  Caftle,  and  in  Time  of  War  a  Battery,  were  once  re¬ 
gularly  fortified  y.  Peterhead  would,  in  this  Cafe,  anfwer  fufiiciently  the 
■Sums  laid  out  upon  it,  as  it  would,  in  regard  to  the  fecond  Purpofe,  become  a 
moft  convenient  Situation  for  re-packing  and  re-embarking  the  Herrings  de¬ 
signed  for  the  German  and  the  Baltic  Markets.  It  muft  alfo,  in  that  Con¬ 
dition,  ferve  ftill  more  effectually,  in  the  fame  Capacity,  in  reference  to  the 
'whole  Greenland  Fifhery ;  this  being  the  firft  Land  made  by  thofe  Ships  on 
•their  Return.  Since  by  proper  Improvements  in  the  Town,  the  Country  ad¬ 
jacent,  and  the  Iflands,  all  the  Operations  that  lucrative  Trade  (which  the 
Legislature  has  fo  warmly  and  fo  wifely  encouraged)  can  require,  might  be 
performed  with  far  greater  Eafe,  and  yet  infinitely  lefs  Charge,  than  elfewhere, 
and  the  clear  Oil,  the  Whalebone  in  Bundles,  and  the  Spermaceti  prepared, 
diredly  fent  from  thence,  by  proper  Veffels,  to  London,  and,  which  is 
the  great  End  to  be  accomplifhed,  to  foreign  Markets  *.  In  like  manner. 
Ships  outward-bound  for  that  Fifhery  might  take  in  Provifions,  Sea  Stores,  and 
moft  of  their  Men  here ;  which  would  be,  in  many  RefpeCts,  and  in  no  fmall 
Degree,  advantageous  ».  Both  Fisheries  are  to  be  obtained,  perhaps  I  fhould 
fay  recovered,  and  kept  too,  if  again  made  ours,  no  otherwife  than  by  con¬ 
stant  Application,  extreme  Diligence,  and  the  ftriCteft  Frugality.  Thefe,  and 
none  but  thefe,  are  the  Chains  by  which  the  Dutch  have  hitherto  retained 
them,  in  fpite  of  all  the  Means  that  at  different  Periods  have  been  ufed  to  di¬ 
ved  them  of  what  are  our  natural,  and  their  acquired,  Sources  of  Wealth, 
Navigation,  and  People ;  and  will  certainly  continue  to  do  fo,  till  thefe  Me¬ 
thods  are  employed  for  making  the  mod  of  all  our  Harbours ;  in  which, 
through  the  Benevolence  of  Providence,  we  are  fo  much  their  Superiors  b. 

As  to  the  remaining  Ports  on  the  Ead  Side  of  North  Britain,  I  have  no¬ 
thing  to  add  to  what  I  faid  in  the  lad  Chapter.  In  the  Front  of  our  Ifland, 
to  the  North,  lies  Loch  Eribol  in  Strathnaver,  which  runs  fome  Miles  into 
the  Land,  and  thereby  affords,  whenever  the  Inhabitants  fhall  have  any  Com¬ 
merce,  a  convenient  and  a  capacious  Haven.  On  the  Wed,  as  I  have  been 

y  If,  in  its  prefent  Condition,  it  is  thought  expedient  to  have,  in  Time  of  War,  a  Battery  on 
the  Ifland ;  a  Fort  and  a  fmall  Garrifon  would  be  both  ufeful  and  neceflary,  in  cafe  it  was, 
for  the  Purpofes  above-mentioned,  thus  improved. 

z  The  great  Benefit  the  Dutch  derived  from  this  Trade,  was  by  exporting  Bone,  Oil,  and 
Spermaceti.  If  we  ferve  ourfelves,  we  certainly  fave  whal  we  formerly  paid  for  thefe  Commo¬ 
dities  ;  but  in  order  to  gain,  we  muff  alfo  vend  al),  or  fome  of  them  at  leaft,  to  other 
Nations. 

a  It  is  apparent,  that  One-third,  at  leaft,  of  the  Expences  might  be  faved  to  the  Owners  at 
iondon  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Money  fpent  at  Peterhead  would  render  it  a  thriving 
Place. 

b  Much  Wonder  has  been  made  how  the  Dutch  could  work  us  out  of  thefe  Fifheries,  which 
lie  fo  near  to  us,  and  fo  far  from  them  ;  whereas  in  truth  we  have  always  neglected  our  capital 
and  deciftve  Advantages,  and  thereby  have  in  fa&  worked  out  ourfelves. 

s 
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very  lately  informed  by  that  intelligent  and  diligent  Perfon,  from  whom  the 
Public  is  to  expert  a  clear  Account  of  thofe  hitherto  unfurveyed  Coafts,  they 
abound  with  very  fafe  and  noble  Ports,  fuch  as  are  to  be  looked  for  in  vain  on 
any  Part  of  the  Continent  c.  Of  thefe,  as  my  Subject  feems  to  require  it,  I 
prefume  to  mention  a  few.  Loch  Laxford  in  Edra  Chulis,  which  is  the 
Wed:  Side  of  Strathnaver,  a  Country  far  from  being  inhofpitable,  or  even  un~ 
pleafant,  though  in  fo  northern  a  Climate.  Loch  Dow,  and  Loch  Einnard, 
in  Aflynt.  Loch  Broom  runs  many  Miles  eaftward  into  the  Land,  upon  which 
there  was  formerly  a  Cuftom-houfe.  Loch  Ewe,  in  which,  at  its  Opening 
into  the  Sea,  is  a  pretty  Ifland  of  the  fame  Denomination.  Gare  Loch,  and 
Loch  Torrindon,  all  in  the  old  Shire  of  Rofs,  are  large  Bays  of  the  Sea, 
which  might  accommodate  feveral  good  Towns,  if  they  were  built  on  their 
Shores.  Loch  Duich  feparates  Kintail  and  Glenelg,  two  Diftridts  of  the 
fame  Country,  anciently  called  Rofs,  and  is  a  very  beautiful  Body  of 
Water  d. 

Loch  Sun  art  in  Argylefhire  is  Twenty-four  Miles  in  Extent,  having  an 
Bland  at  the  Mouth,  which  divides  it  into  Two  narrow  Channels ;  though 
above  this  Bland  it  opens  again,  fo  as  to  become  upwards  of  an  Englifh  Mile 
in  Breadth  e.  To  the  South  of  this,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  Dunflaffnage, 
once  a  Royal  Caftle,  lies  a  fmall,  fafe,  commodious  Port,  called  Oban  Bay, 
covered  by  the  Bland  of  Kerrera,  which  is  in  Length  about  three  Miles,  by 
which  it  is  effedtually  defended  from  Weld  Winds,  as  it  is,  in  like  manner, 
fecured,  by  high  Lands  on  the  Continent,  from  all  other  Winds  k  On  the 
North  Side  of  this  Bay  there  are  Eleven,  on  the  South  Twenty-fix,  in  the 
Middle  about  Twenty  Fathom  Water.  Add  to  all  this,  that  the  whole  Sound 
is  in  effed:  an  Harbour,  or  at  lead:  a  commodious  Road,  with  Twenty  Fathom 
Water,  and  good  Anchorage  almoft  every  where.  There  are,  befides,  tw'o 


c  The  Perfon  meant  in  the  Text  is  the  ingenious  Mr.  Murdoch  Mackenzie,  to  -whom  we  al¬ 
ready  owe  the  following  ufeful  Performance,  the  Title  of  which  at  large  runs  thus  .*  “  Orcades  ; 
“  or  a  Geographic  and  Hydrographic  Survey  of  the  Orkney  and  Lewis  Iflands,  in  Eight  Maps ; 
“  exhibiting  the  Rocks,  Shoals,  Soundings,  Quality  of  the  Bottom,  Diverfities  of  the  Coaft, 
“  Flowings,  Setting  of  the  Tides,  and  diflant  Views  of  the  Land  :  Alfo  an  Account  of  the 
“  Orkney  Klands,  the  Manner  of  taking  the  Survey,  the  State  of  the  Tides,  and  a  particular 
“  Defcription  of  the  Rocks,  Shoals,  Channels,  Harbours,  Anchoring-places,  the  Directions,  Ir- 
“  regularities,  and  Velocities,  of  the  feveral  Streams  of  Tide  round  each  Ifland.  Interfperfed 
“  with  fuitable  Directions  for  Sailors.”  London,  1750.  Folio. 

d  The  Situation  of  thefe  Ports  is  fo  defcribed  in  the  Text  as  to  be  moft  eafily  found  in  the 
large  Maps  of  this  Country,  till  thofe  Charts  ftiall  appear,  in  which  they  will  be  more  correCtly 
delineated. 

e  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  Free  Britifh  Fiflieries,  p.  40.  Confirmed 
to  me  by  many  Perfons  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Country. 

f  The  Account  in  the  Text  I  take  from  an  accurate  Draught  of  this  convenient  Harbour,  made 
upon  the  Spot  with  all  polfible  Care  and  Attention,  and  in  order  to  fupport  the  Application 
for  eftablilhing  a  Cuftom-houfe  here,  as  is  alfo  mentioned  in  the  Text. 


VOL.  I. 


I  i  i 


f Iavens 


426  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

Havens  in  the  Ifle,  one  from  its  Shape  called  the  Horfe-fhoe,  the  other  Ar~ 
dintraive ;  with  Two  fair  Outlets,  one  to  the  North-Ealf,  the  other  to  the 
South-Weft  i  fo  that  Veflels  may  enter  and  depart,  without  Inconveniency 
or  Danger  g.  The  Situation  of  this  Place,  in  the  very  Track  of  Ships  bound 
to  or  from  the  northern  Parts  of  Europe,  feems  to  demand  Attention ;  and 
.  upon  this  Account,  as  I  have  been  informed,  Application  has  been  lately  made 
with  Succefs  for  eftablifhing  a  Cuftom-houfe  at  the  little  Town  called  Oban, 
which  ftands  immediately  upon  it ;  and  this  will  undoubtedly  be  not  only 
ufeful  to  the  Town,  and  ferviceable  to  the  Country,  but  beneficial  alfo, 
in  many  Refpedts,  to  the  Navigation  of  the  North-Weft  Side  of  Britain  in 
general  b.  Circumftances  which,  in  an  Age  like  this,  when  the  Emoluments 
arifing  to  the  Public  from  bringing  a  Country  into  Cultivation,  introducing 
Trade,  and  thereby  augmenting  the  Number  and  Subftance  of  the  People  who 
inhabit  it,  are  fo  well  underftood,  muft  have  their  Weight  b  We  will  con¬ 
clude  this  Subject  with  mentioning  Loch  Fyne,  incomparably  the  faireft  Inlet 
of  them  ail,  which  is  fixty  Miles  long,  and  from  two  to  four  broad  at  the'  upper 
End,  where  ftands  the  Town  of  Inverara,  which  occafions  Argyle,  and  all 
its  Dependencies,  to  be  fometimes  called  the  Shire  of  Inverara  k.  This  Royal 
Burgh  is  the  Refidence  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  has  built  a 
ftately  Palace  there,  on  purpofe  to  indicate,  wliat  in  fo  advantageous  a  Situation, 
,Pofterity  may  do  for  enlarging  and  embellifhing  the  Town,  when  Induftry 
lhall  have  improved  the  Country  round  about ;  and  the  Inhabitants,  from  its 
Produce  and  its  Fifhery,  for  which  it  is  already  very  juftly  famous,  have  made 
it  what  Nature  feems  to  have  defigned,  the  Centre  of  the  Commerce  of  the 
weftern  Coaft,  and  of  the  Iiles  K 

An  Objection  may  pofiibly  be  ftarted,  from  the  Account  I  have  given  of 
this  Country,  againft  the  general  Dotftrine  I  havefo  much  laboured  to  eftablifh.. 
It  may  be  laid,  If  this  Diftridt  poftefs  in  reality  fo  many  fine  Havens,  and  yet 
continues  in  fo  rude  a  Situation,  with  few  Towns,  and  little  or  no  Commerce, 


S  There  are  Two  Iron  Furnaces  in  the  Vicinity  of  this  Port;,  but  the  Ore  wrought  there  is 
brought  from  Lancafhire,  though  there  is  enough  in  that  Country,  if  the  Inhabitants,  inftead 
of  letting  their  Woods,  were  wealthy  enough  to  work  their  own  Mines,  and  manufacture  their 
own  Iron. 

h  The  only  Port  on  this  Coaft  at  prefent  is  Fort  William,  upon  Loch  Eil,  which,  though 
very  commodious  for  the  Garrifon,  is  of  little  Service  to  Commerce ;  becaufe  Ships  once  at 
Anchor  there  are  liable  to  be  long  detained,  for  want  of  the  Winds  neceflary  to  bring 
them  out. 

1  Whatever  brought  Ships  and  Commerce  into  this  Country,  would  of  courfe  excite  Induftry ; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  Amendment  of  their  private  Conditions,  the  Inhabitants  would  become 
much  more  aCtive  as  Members  of  Society,  and  more  ufeful  Subjects  to  the  State. 

k  See  the  Statutes,  20  Geo.  II.  cap.  43.  feCt.  33.  &  22  Geo.  II.  cap.  29.  feCt.  1. 

1  The  Commerce  of  the  North-Weft  of  South  Britain,  and  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  with 
•this  Part  of  North  Britain  and  the  Ifles,  might  be  very  beneficial  to  them  all ;  and  the  Haven 
of  Inverara  may  well  intitle  the  Place  to  become  their  principal  Emporium. 
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what  becomes  of  your  Proportion,  that  Places  having  thefe  Advantages  are 
the  moft  valuable  of  any  upon  the  Globe  ?  m  A  (hort  Account  of  the  Caufes 
of  its  being  in  this  diftreffed  State,  will  unravel  this  Myflery,  and  place  Things 
in  their  true  Light.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Countries  to  the  North  of  Ar- 
gylefhire  live  in  the  very  fame  manner,  and  under  the  fame  Tenures  their 
Anceftors  did  ;  and  their  Landlords,  or  at  lead:  many  of  them,  preferring  their 
own  certain  and  immediate  Intereft  to  the  uncertain  though  greater  Benefits 
that  might  refult  to  them  from  the  Profperity  of  their  Tenants,  are  content 
that  in  this  Condition  they  fhould  for  ever  live  ».  They  lie  at  a  vaft  Dilfance 
from  England,  and  belides  fpeak  no  Language  but  a  Dialed:  of  the  old  Britifh, 
unintelligible  as  Arabic  to  their  fouthern  Neighbours ;  and  under  thefe  Circum- 
ftances,  as  Things  have  continued  for  Ages,  fo  probably  they  might  continue 
for  Ages  ftill,  and  the  Capacity  of  the  Country  for  the  moft  beneficial  Improve¬ 
ments  fubfift  notwithstanding  intire  and  unimpeached.  A  People  who  live 
hardly,  have  little  Correfpondence  with  thofe  who  live  better,  and  are  not  en¬ 
couraged  by  their  Superiors  to  exert  themfelves  for  the  Change  of  their  Si¬ 
tuation,  are  not  like  to  make  ufe  of  Ports,  however  convenient;  and  to  thofe 
who  from  Experience  thoroughly  know  the  Value  of  fuch  natural  Advantages, 
they  have  hardly  been  yet  properly  difcovered.  But  after  all,  thefe,  though 
very  untoward,  are  but  accidental  Impediments,  which  may  be  eafily  removed. 
In  moft  Parts  the  Mountains  give  evident  Marks  of  Iron,  Lead,  and  Copper  ; 
in  fome,  as  I  have  been  informed,  of  Coals.  In  other  Parts  good  Timber,  fuch 
as  Oak  and  Witch-elm,  is  not  at  all  fcarce  °.  Some  Grain  they  have,  but  it  is 
often  obtained  by  digging  of  fmall  Pieces  of  tolerable  Soil,  which  they  could 
render  far  more  profitable,  than  with  all  their  Labour  they  now  do,  if  either 
their  own  Mines  were  opened,  or  they  allowed  to  import  Coals  Duty-free,  to 
burn  Lime-ftone,  for  meliorating  thofe  Lands  ;  of  which  Stone  they  have 
plenty  p.  Black  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  Goats,  are  the  foie  Riches  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  ;  and  thefe  indeed  are  there  in  Abundance.  Their  Lochs  would  afford 
them  very  lucrative  Fifheries,  more  efpecially  if  they  were  inftrudted  to  make 
their  own  Boats,  Sails,  Ropes,  Iron-work,  Nets,  Cafks,  and  Salt ;  all  of 
which  are  certainly  in  their  Power.  The  People  are  robuft,  adtive,  patient 
of  Fatigue,  and  though  hitherto  unacquainted  with  Induflry,  becaufe  Strangers 

m  The  true  extent  of  the  Propofition  maintained  by  me  is,  that  if  fuch  Places  are  not  fully 
and  compleatly  improved,  the  Fault  muft  lie  in  the  Inhabitants,  or  their  Government ;  but  then 
this  Fault  may  be  certainly  removed. 

il  This  Difpofition,  however,  is  by  no  means  general,  having  been  affifted  in  this  very  Part  pi 
my  Work  by  Memoirs  for  promoting  Induftry  to  the  utmoft  Extent  in  thofe  Countries,  drawn  by 
Gentlemen  of  diftinguiftied  Families,  and  independent  Fortunes. 

o  J.  Lellaei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotke  Defcriptio,  p.  24 — 2 7.  Sir  James  Dalrympie-.s 
Edition  of  Camden’s  Defcription  of  Scotland,  p.  187 — 199.  D’Audiffret  Hiftoire  et  Geographic 
ancicnne  et  moderne,  tom.  i.  p.  258 — 261. 

P  This,  from  his  own  Obfervation,  and  the  Information  alfo  given  him  by  the  Natives,  was. 
very  kindly  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  whom  I  have  before  cited. 
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to  the  Fruits  of  it,  yet  by  no  means  of  a  lazy  Difpofltion.  We  propofe  no¬ 
thing  impracticable,  therefore,  in  recommending  thefe  Regions  to  a  thorough 
Cultivation,  from  the  Attention  and  Afliftance  of  the  Legiflature ;  and  that 
the  Public  would  be  Sufficient  Gainers,  by  any  Expence  that  might  be  requifite 
for  that  Purpofe,  we  have  already  Shewn  q  ;  fo  that  we  need  not  repeat 
it  here. 

The  DiftriCt  of  Cantire,  which  is  often,  though  improperly,  written  Kin- 
tire,  is,  as  the  Word  in  the  old  Language  of  the  Country  flgnifles,  a  Penin- 
fula,  and  is  plainly  the  Promontory  called  Epiaion  by  Ptolemy  r.  In  point 
of  Form  and  Situation  it  is  truly  lingular.  It  is  very  near  fifty  Englifh  Miles  in 
Length,  from  North  to  South  ;  its  greateft  Breadth  at  the  northern  Extremity 
ten  ;  its  leaf!  at  the  fouthern  between  three  and  four  Miles.  At  the  northern 
Extremity  it  is  connected  with  Knapdale  (another  DiflriCt  of  the  Shire  of  Ar- 
gyle),  by  a  narrow  rocky  Ifthmus,  called  the  Tarbat,  about  a  Mile  broad. 
On  the  Eaft  lie  the  Iflands  of  Bute  and  Arran,  between  it  and  the  Continent 
of  North  Britain,  from  which  it  is  removed  about  feven  Leagues.  On  the 
Weft  the  Iflands  of  Jura  and  Ilay,  at  the  Diftance  of  four  or  five  Leagues,  and 
Ireland  to  the  South,  but  rather  nearer  s.  On  the  Eaft  Side  of  Cantire,  a 
few  Miles  from  its  fouthern  Extremity,  the  Sea  forms  a  deep  commodious 
Bay,  covered  by  a  ftnall  Ifland,  and  thereby  offers  a  very  fafe  and  convenient 
Harbour  to  the  fmall  Capital  of  this  Region,  called  Campbelltown.  It  is, 
notwithstanding  its  admirable  Situation,  the  youngeft  of  the  Royal  Burghs, 
and  till  of  late  but  very  inconflderable  t.  About  ten  Years  ago  the  Inha¬ 
bitants,  encouraged  by  the  Bounties  given,  and  the  Attention  Shewn  by  the 
Legiflature  to  the  Fisheries,  began  ferioufly  to  regard  the  Angular  Circum- 
ftances  of  Advantage  ariflng  from  the  Pofltion  of  their  Town  and  Port ;  and 
in  Confequence  of  this,  applied  themfelves  to  the  Herring,  Cod,  and  Salmon 
Fisheries,  with  Such  indefatigable  Diligence,  that  in  the  Years  1752,  1 753, 
3754,  they,  one  with  another,  acquired  annually,  by  the  Sale  of  the  Several 
kinds  of  FiSh  before-mentioned,  and  the  Bounties  to  which  they  became  in- 
titled,  ten  thoufand  Pounds  u ;  which  has  given  fuch  a  Spirit  to  the  People,  that 
they  have  raffed  Several  public  Ediflces,  and  made  a  Quay  at  their  own  Ex¬ 
pence;  and  have  built,  and  are  building,  many  new  Stone  Houfes,  and 

’  The  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  r.  p.  217. 

*'  Claud.  Ptolemaei  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  70 6.  Baxteri  Gloilariura 
Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  193.  where  we  are  told  the  true  Word  is  Pepidion. 

5  Buchanani  rerum  Scoticarum  Hift.  lib.  i.  where  he  obferves  the  Tarbat  is  fo  low  and  flat, 
that  the  Inhabitants  draw  their  little  Veflels,  called  Birlings,  over  it,,  from  Sea  to  Sea  ;  which 
fhews,  that  with  moff  of  the  Advantages  of  an  infular  Situation,  it  has  alfo  a  Communication  by 
Land  with,  the  Continent ;  which,  in  fome  Cafes,  may  be  a  great  Conveniency  alfo. 

1  It  became  a  Royal  Burgh  towards  the  latter  End  of  the  laft  Century. 

u  I  would  not  have  aflerted  this,  if  I  had  not  before  tne  authentic  Certificates  of  theFadls,  from 
the  CuRom-houfe  Books. 
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extending  their  Commerce  daily.  This  is  mentioned  particularly,  to  fhew  the 
good  Effects  thofe  excellent  Laws  have  had,  and  how  foon,  when  People  are 
put  into  a  right  Train,  and  have  a  reafonable  ProfpeCI  of  being  made  Gainers, 
they  are  excited  to  Induftry;  which  is  lefs  an  Advantage  to  themfelves  than  to 
the  Community  w.  This  Town  is  accounted  a  Port  in  the  Senfe  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  and  has  a  proper  Eftablifhment  of  Officers  in  that  Capacity, 
and  eight  Creeks  dependant  upon  it,  as  alfo  Officers  for  collecting  the  Revenue 
arifing  from  Sait  *. 

It  is  not  limply  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Royal  Burgh,  or,  as  we  would  Rile 
it  in  England,  Corporation,  who  have  found  their  Account  in  this  Introduction 
of  Commerce  ;  thofe  who  live  in  the  adjacent  Country  feel,  as  in  fuch  a  Cafe 
muft  ever  happen,  equal,  if  not  fuperior  Benefits.  The  Convenience  of  a 
cheap  and  ealy  Carriage  to  diftant  Markets,  has  actually,  within  this  ffiort 
Period,  brought  large  TraCts  of  Land  into  Cultivation,  and  has  even  pro¬ 
duced  fome  new  Hulbandries ;  that  is,  new  with  refpeCt  to  this  Region,  and 
to  thefe  People ;  infomuch  that,  if  I  have  not  been  greatly  mifinformed,  the 
very  Freight  of  Potatoes  from  Cantire,  has  amounted  in  fome  Years  to  feveraL 
hundred  Pounds.  It  will,  however,  be  proper  to  remark,  that  in  relpeCl  to 
every  Port  like  this,  where  the  Balls  of  the  Bufinefs  carried  on  is  Filhing,  their 
Profperity  will  be  for  fome  time  precarious ;  fince,  if  they  are  unlucky  in 
that  for  a  few  Years  fucceffively,  which  may  very  well  fall  out,  they  are  fure 
to  be  diftrefted,  and  in  no  fmall  Danger  of  feeing  the  ProduCt  of  their  paft 
Endeavours,  as  well  as  the  Bloom  of  diftant  Hopes,  blafted  before  their  In- 
duftry  has  laid  a  Foundation  wide  enough  to  fuftain  their  Undertakings,  inde¬ 
pendant  of  the  original  Fund.  To  prevent  this,  which  would  be  a  real  Injury 
to  the  Community,  which  is  the  chief  Gainer  by  their  Improvements,  and  muft 
reap  the  Profits  of  all  their  Succefs,  give  me  Leave  to  luggeft,  that  though 
now  negleCted,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  wrought  to  Advantage,  Coals  have 
been,  and  might  be,  raifed  herein  great  Quantities.  If  therefore,  for  alhort 
Term,  they  were  allowed  to  Ihip  thefe  Duty-free  to  the  North- Weft  Coaft, 
where,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  they  might  be  employed  in  burning  Lime 
for  meliorating  the  Soil,  this  would  be  infinitely  advantageous  to  both  Coun¬ 
tries,  without  cofting  the  Public  a  fingle  Farthing.  The  People  of  Campbell- 
town  could,  and  no  doubt  very  foon  would,  boil  Salt  fufficient  for  their  own 
Fifheries ;  and  as  in  the  North  of  England,  where  one  Species  of  Induftry 
has  excited,  and  one  Manufacture  made  way  for  another,  fo  here  the  Navi¬ 
gation  and  Commerce  of  this  Haven  might  be  very  fpeedily  put  on  a  fecure 
Foot,  the  Example  would  unqueftionably  operate  where  it  is  moft  wanted  , 


w  They  have  adventured  in  the  Whale-fifliing,  and  have  fhewn  fitch  a  commercial  Spirit  as: 
deferves  to  be  fupported. 

x  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Cambden’s  Britannia.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of 
the  Britifh  Cultoms,  p.  3  86. 
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and  of  confequence  the  Happinefs  of  the  People,  and  the  Revenue  of  the 
Government,  would  increafe  together.  The  vifible  Augmentation  of  the 
latter  proving,  as  in  every  well  governed  State  it  mud  ever  prove,  the  cleared: 
and  the  mod  authentic  Evidence  of  the  former. 

There  is  only  one  Port  more,  that  on  the  Plan  of  this  Chapter,  it  will  be 
requifite  to  mention  in  this  Part  of  our  Eland. 

The  wedern  Extremity  of  the  Shire  of  Wigton,  which  Shire  is  only  the 
Wed  Part  of  the  Country  of  Galloway,  forms  a  Peninfula  refembiing  a  Cref- 
cent,  or  rather,  as  we  before  obferved,  an  Anchor,  which  is  connected  with 
the  Continent  by  an  Idhmus,  about  fix  Miles  in  Breadth  from  North  to  South; 
and  this  Peninfula  feems  to  be  what  Ptolemy  called  Novantum  Cherionefus, 
having  on  one  Side  Loch  Rian,  and  on  the  other  the  Bay  of  Glenluce  y.  Upon 
the  former  of  thefe  Bays  (for  fuch  they  are  both)  dands  Stranraer,  a  Royal 
Burgh,  and  that  Port  of  which  we  promifed  to  fpeak.  It  has  a  mod  conve¬ 
nient  Pofition,  in  refpeft  to  the  great  Body  of  Water  it  commands,  and  the 
Country  lying  round  on  every  Side ;  fo  that  from  the  latter  it  derives  a  reafon- 
able  Share  of  domedic  Trade  ;  and  fome  foreign  Commerce,  as  alfo  a  fmall 
Intercourfe  with  our  North  American  Colonies,  from  the  former.  Port  Pa¬ 
trick,  danding  at  a  little  Didance  to  the  Wed,  immediately  on  the  Sea,  is  a 
Member  of  this,  with  Eight  Creeks  belonging  to  it ;  and  excludve  of  thefe, 
there  are  two,  which  immediately  depend  on  Stranraer,  with  a  Cudom-houfe, 
and  a  proper  Edabliffiment,  and  fome  Officers  alfo  for  the  Receipt  of  the 
Revenue  ariling  from  Salt  7-.  The  Peninfula  before  deferibed,  on  which  are 
Port  Patrick,  and  all  its  Creeks,  may  be  from  its  northern  Horn,  which  is 
called  Fairland  Point,  to  the  Mull  of  Galloway,  its  fouthern  Extremity,  about 
thirty  Englidq  Miles  in  Length,  and  from  three  to  fix  in  Breadth,  containing 
in  the  whole  ninety  fquare  Miles  at  lead.  In  the  old  Language  of  the  Na¬ 
tives  it  was  called  the  Rinnes  of  Galloway  ;  and  though  no  way  extraordinary 
in  refpeCt  to  Soil,  being  hilly  rather  than  mountainous,  yet  is  not  deficient  in 
Grain,  abounds  in  Grafs,  and  confequently  in  Sheep  and  Black  Cattle  *.  But 
if  any  Manufactures  were  introduced  here,  as  there  is  room  for  many,  and 
raw  Materials  for  feveral,  the  Excellence  of  its  Situation,  which  is  alike  favour¬ 
able  for  fifhing,  coading,  and  foreign  Commerce,  would  quickly  appear,  and 
render  this  DidriCt,  which  is  equal  in  Size  to  Jerfey  andGuernfey,  not  inferior 
to  them  in  Cultivation,  Produce,  or  Number  of  People;  to  accomplifh  which 
lalutary  Change,  there  are  no  other  Indruments  requifite  than  Indudry  and 

y  See  the  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  114. 

z  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of 
the  Britifh.  Cuftoms,  p.  388. 

*  Jean.  Leflad  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotias  Defcriptio,  p.  8,  9.  Buchanani  Rerum  Scoti- 
carum  Hift.  lib.  i.  Sir  James  Dalrymple’s  Defcription  of  Scotland,  p.  60. 
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Perfeverance  ;  for  were  thefe  once  prefent,  Experience  and  Emulation  would 
quickly  effect  the  reft. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  in  regard  to  Ireland,  that  it  abounds  with 
Bays  or  Harbours,  made  by  the  Indentures  of  its  Coaft ;  of  which,  or  at 
leaft  of  the  moft  remarkable,  we  are  to  take  Notice.  Let  us  then  begin  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  Shannon,  which  is  formed  by  Two  Promontories ;  that  on 
the  North  called  Cape  Leane,  or  Loups  Head ;  this  on  the  South  Bally- 
heigh,  or  Kerry  Head  a.  On  the  Kerry  Side,  about  Twenty-five  Miles  from 
the  Sea,  the  Shannon  being  there  near  a  Mile  broad,  lies  the  Tarbet,  a  fmall 
but  very  fafe  and  commodious  Bay,  behind  a  little  Ifland,  where  Ships  may 
ride  in  about  twelve  Fathom,  fafe  out  of  the  Reach  of  the  Tide,  take  in 
their  Water,  and  be  accommodated  with  Pilots  to  Limerick  b.  Without  the 
Mouth  of  the  River,  having  doubled  Kerry  Head,  we  meet  with  a  large  wide 
Body  of  Water,  one  Side  of  which  bears  the  Name  of  Ballyheigh,  and  the 
other  that  of  Tralee  Bay.  The  former  a  very  dangerous,  the  latter  by  no 
means  a  fafe  Station  ;  though  from  its  Appearance,  and  miftaking  Kerry  Head 
for  Cape  Lean  (which  is  much  lower  Land),  Ships  enter  here  fometimes,  at 
their  great  Rifique,  fuppofing  it  the  Shannon  <\  At  the  Bottom  of  this  Bay, 
at  the  Diftance  of  a  Mile,  ftands  the  Town  of  Tralee  or  Traleigh,  on  a 
fmall  River,  as  the  Name  fignifies ;  Tra  implying  Strand,  and  Leigh  is  the 
name  of  the  Stream  ;  which,  though  the  chief  Place  in  this  County,  has  a 
Port  only  for  fiftiing  Sloops,  and  is  of  no  great  Confequence.. 

A  little  to  the  Weft  lies  Brandon  Bay,  which  derives  its  Name  from  a 
very  high  Mountain  on  the  Weft  Side.  On  the  Eaft  is  a  flat  low  Land,  called 
Magheriebeg,  off  which  are  feven  fmall  Iflands,  called  the  Hogs.  There  is- 
not  either  fafe  Anchorage  or  tolerable  Shelter  in  this  Bay  for  any  Veflfel,  and 
therefore  it  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided  d.  The  next  is  Smerewick,  con- 
traded,  or  father  corrupted,  from  St.  Mary  Wyck’s  Bay,  which  lies  from 
North  to  South,  which  is  deep,  and  there  is  good  Anchorage  every- where ; 
but  it  is  open  to  North  and  to  Weft  Winds.  The  Spaniards  landed  here  in 
3  579,  and  for  their  own  Security  ereded  fome  Works,  to  which  they  gave 
the  Name  of  the  Fort  del  Ore,  and  from  which  they  were  driven  by  the  Earl 

a  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  736.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  feft.  vii.  p.  18. 
Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,,  p.  209.  362. 

b  This  Place,  formerly  a  Village,  has  now  a  Market  and  Fairs  ;  and  being  admirably  fituated 
for  Commerce,  is  of  late  much  embeilifhed,  and  is  improving  every  Day. 

c  Boate’s  Natural  Kiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  fe<ff.  vj.  p.  29.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  p. 
29.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  p.  361,  362. 

d  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  737.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p,  23.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent 
State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  p.  361, 
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of  Ormond  and  Sir  William  Pelham  e.  Between  the  Harbour  of  Smerewick 
and  Ferriters  Cove  the  Land  lies  low,  and  hath  been  much  covered  with  Sand 
by  the  Sea  and  Wind  of  late  Years.  This  Ifthmus  is  hardly  a  Mile  broad,  is 
growing  narrower  every  Winter ;  and  the  Country  it  now  unites  to  the  Conti¬ 
nent  will  probably  become  an  illand  f  There  are  three  remarkable  Hills  on 
this  Land,  near  the  Coaft,  which  Seamen  call  the  Three  Sifters. 

The  great  Blafquet  Illand,  oppolite  to  this  Place,  is  by  Tradition  reported  to 
have  been  formerly  joined  to  the  Continent  ;  and  the  Country  People  fhew  an 
old  Ditch,  which  they  fay  points  to  an  oppofite  one  at  Dunmore,  or  Dunmore 
•Head,  the  molt  weftern  Point  of -Ireland,  and,  of  Confequence,  of  Europe. 
The  Sound  between  that  Illand  and  the  main  Land  is  of  a  great  Depth,  and, 
which  fufficiently  accounts  for  it,  the  Currents  of  both  Ebb  and  Flood  fet 
through  it  with  prodigious  Rapidity  g.  It  was  here  that  on  September  the  10th 
1588,  a  Ship  of  the  Spanilh  Armada,  of  the  Burthen  of  a  thoufand  Tons, 
Tuffered  Shipwreck,  one  Perfon  only  efcaping ;  and  two  others  are  thought  to 
have  perifhed  not  far  from  thence  h.  Ventry  or  Fintry  Bay  is  open,  and  much 
expofed  to  foutherly  Winds ;  however,  there  is  a  fufficient  Depth  of  Water  in 
any  Part  of  it  for  VelTels  to  anchor;  nor  is  there  any  Danger,  but  what  is  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  Entrance  ». 

.  \ 

Half  a  League  to  the  Ealt  of  Fintry  lies  Dingle  Harbour,  fcarce  a  Quarter  of 
a  Mile  broad  at  the  Entrance,  with  about  thirty  FeetWater  j  but  it  is  much  wider 
within,  and  Land-locked  from  all  Winds.  It  was  formerly  a  Place  of  more 
Trade  than  at  prefent ;  and  before  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  is  affirmed 
there  was  a  Spanilh  Factory  here,  and  that  the  Merchants  reliding  therein 
bought  their  Commodities  from  the  Natives,  and  fent  them  home  on  board 
their  own  VelTels  L  Dingle,  or  rather  Caftlemain  Bay,  is  extremely  wild  and 
dangerous,  and  many  Shipwrecks  have  happened  there.  The  Illand  of  Va¬ 
lencia  lies  on  the  South  Side  of  it,  and  is  about  Five  Miles  long,  making  one 

e  Camdeni  Annal.  Ellz,  p.  334 — 339.  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  ii.  Book  i.  chap.  i. 
p.  4.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  p.  186,  187. 

*  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  139.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  24.  Smith’s 
ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  p.  183.  187.  360. 

8  The  Irifh  Appellation  Blaofe,  which  fignifies  Scale  or  Hull,  fhews  plainly  that,  in  their  Opi¬ 
nion,  this  Ulet  was  fealed  or  flipped  off  the  main  Land  of  Ireland. 

h  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  ii.  Book  i.  chap.  i.  p.  8.  Certain  Advertifements  out  of 
Ireland,  concerning  theLoffes  and  Diftrefles  which  happened  to  the  Spanilh  Navy,  upon  the  Weft 
Coafts  of  Ireland,  in  their  Voyage,  intended  from  the  Northern  Ifles  beyond  Scotland  towards 
Spain.  London,  1588.  4to.  p.  1.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.748,749. 

1  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  fe£h  7.  p.  19.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  24. 
Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  p.  180. 

k  This  is  the  conftant  Tradition  in  the  Country,  authenticated  by  the  Buildings  in  the 
Spanilh  Manner,  other  Marks  of  their  Magnificence,  and  ancient  Deeds  which  mention  their 
Refidence  here. 
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Side  of  a  very  fair  and  fafe  Harbour,  between  it  and  the  Main ;  the  Sea  run¬ 
ning  very  high,  like  a  River,  about  Half  a  Mile  broad  >.  In  Cromwell’s 
Time  there  were  two  good  Forts  upon  it ;  and  as  the  Ifland  is  extremely  fer¬ 
tile,  might  be  .much  improved,  and  made  very  uieful  to  Commerce,  it  de- 
ferves  more  Regard  than  has  been  fliewn  it  at  any  time  flnce,  or  is  at  prefent;  for 
as  to  the  Port  of  Caftlemain,  it  is  fit  only  for  fmall  VefTels,  and  that  Place 
no  better  than  a  Village  m.  St.  Finian’s  Bay  is  by  no  means  proper  for 
Ships  to  lie  in,  as  there  is,  for  the  mofl  part,  a  tempeftuous  rolling  Sea  ;  and 
Ballinfkelig’s  Bay  is  not  much  better  «.  There  are,  however,  feveral  fafe  and 
commodious  Creeks  in  what  is  called,  with  very  little  Propriety,  Kenmare 
River,  as  may  be  feen  in  a  very  correct  Defcription  of  it,  to  which  we  fhali 
refer;  as  it  would  take  up  too  much  Room  to  mention  them  particularly 
here 

These  numerous  Inlets  are  all  in  a  State  of  Nature,  and  of  confequence 
but  indifferently  adapted  to  the  Service  of  Navigation  ;  to  which,  however, 
thev  might  be  better  difpofed,  if,  by  an  Alteration  of  Circumftances,  the  In¬ 
habitants  were  excited  to  exercife  their  Skill,  and  their  Endeavours  for  that 
Purpofe.  Yet  even  as  they  now  ffand,  the  Tarbet,  at  the  North  End  of  the 
County,  the  Ports  of  Smerewick  and  Dingle  on  the  Weft,  and  the  deep  Bay 
of  Kenmare  on  the  South,  with  the  commodious  Ifland  Port  of  Valencia,  are 
more  than  enough  to  invite  them  to  exert  their  Induffry,  which  would  at 
once  augment  their  Happinefs,  and  increafe  their  Number,  diminifhed  at 
prefent  by  Multitudes  going  abroad  in  Search  of  Employment ;  efpecially  as 
they  are  far  from  wanting  Materials  to  work  upon,  and  Hand  therefore  in  need 
of  Encouragement  and  Information  p. 

The  County  of  Kerry  is,  in  point  of  Size,  the  fourth  in  Ireland,  and  in¬ 
ferior  only  to  Corke,  of  thofe  which  lie  in  the  Province  of  Munfter  y  or,  to 
make  its  Importance  yet  more  fenfible,  not  much  lefs  than  Somerfetfhire, 

1  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  737.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  24.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent 
State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  p.  356 — 393. 

m  Thefe  Improvements  may,  with  greater  Probability,  be  now  expected,  as  this  Ifland  is  be¬ 
come  the  Property  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  whole  Anceftors,  both  by 
the  Father’s  and  Mother’s  Side,  have  been  the  molt  eminent  Benefactors  to,  and  confiderable 
Improvers  of,  this  County. 

n  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  139.  '  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap, 
v.  fe£f.  6.  p.  47.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  24.  .  ' 

o  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  p.  350 — 357.  Which  Defcription 
is  accurate,  entertaining,  and  ufeful.  •  • 

p  Thefe  Helps  will  be  necelfary  at  the  Beginning  ;  but  when  once  Experience. enters  the  School, 
and  gives  one  Man  the  intelligible  LefTon,  from  another’s  Practice,  that  will  afford  Encourage¬ 
ment  and  Information  -both,  provided  fuitable  Markets  are  opened,  and  due  Regard  had. t0  Com- 
.■tnerce ;  without  which  Induftry  cannot  proceed  beyond  a  certain  Degree. 


VOL.  I. 


K  k  k 


pretty 


434  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

pretty  nearly  equal  to  Cumberland,  but  not  altogether  fo  populous q :  Rough 
and  wild  in  its  prefent  Situation,  though  it  was  not  always  fo ;  and  is  even 
now  in  a  State  of  Recovery,  from  the  Condition  in  which  it  was  left  by  the 
laft  Civil  War.  In  point  of  natural  Riches,  to  fay  nothing  of  its  Amethyfts, 
the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  produce  Clays,  Maries,  and  Ochres  of  many  different 
Sorts  ;  Coals,  though  not  wrought,  from  the  vaft  Abundance  of  Turf  ;  Lime- 
ftone,  Freeftone,  and  Marble  of  various  Kinds,  very  beautiful,  and  of  great 
Value  ;  Plenty  of  Iron  Ore,  many  Veins  of  Lead,  and  fome  of  Copper  r. 
Heretofore  it  was  extremely  well  flocked  with  Timber,  till  exhaufted,  through 
want  of  Management,  by  the  Iron  Works.  There  is  in  it  a  great  deal  of 
Land  fit  for  Hemp,  and  fome  for  Flax;  the  introducing  either  of  which 
would  be  a  mofl  ufeful  Improvement.  That  Part  of  it  next  to  the  County  of 
Corke  furnifhes  fat  Cattle ;  and  the  Weft  may  be  juftly  ftiled,  and  is  very 
profitable,  as  a  breeding  Country  s.  But  though  now  fo  much  turned  to 
Pafturage,  yet  formerly  there  was  a  great  Quantity  of  Grain  produced,  and  the 
Soil  is  ftill  as  capable  as  ever  of  being  made  arable  again  ;  which  if  it  was, 
and  the  Linen  Manufadlure  better  eftablifhed,  with  the  Revival  of  Fifheries, 
decayed  chiefly  through  want  of  Timber  to  build  Vefiels  of  any  tolerable 
Size,  the  Inhabitants  might  certainly  avail  themfelves  of  their  Situation,  and 
become  once  more  rich,  by  renewing  their  Correfpondence  with  Spain ;  for 
which  Commerce  their  Commodities,  and  their  Ports,  are  equally  well 
adapted 

We  come  next  to  the  Bays  in  the  County  of  Corke.  The  firft  of  thefe  is 
Bearhaven,  or  Beerhaven  ;  l'o  denominated  from  Bear  Ifland,  which  is  about 
fix  Miles  long.  On  the  Weft  Side  the  Paffage  between  this  Me  and  the  Con¬ 
tinent  is  about  an  Englifh  Mile  broad ;  the  Paffage  on  the  Eaft  is  fome- 
thing  broader  ».  Immediately  before  the  Ifland  there  is  from  ten  to  fix- 
teen  Fathom  Water ;  in  the  Eaft  Paffage  from  thirty  to  forty  Fathom ;  and 
ftill  further  up  the  Bay,  towards  the  Ifland  of  Whiddy,  from  fifteen  to 

9  According  to  Mr.  Smith’s  Account,  there  are  in  Kerry  1,030,193  Englifh  Acres,  and  (A.  D: 
175 4)  10,228  Houfes.  According  to  Dr.  Halley,  Somerfetfhire  contains  1,075,000  Acres  ;  and 
according  to  Mr.  Haughton  (A.D.  1693)  49,808  Houfes.  Cumberland,  by  the  fame  Accounts,., 
has  1,040,000  Acres,  and  14,825  Houfes. 

r  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  chap.  iv.  xiii.  xv. 

*  This  accounts  for  its  being  fo  thinly  peopled,  that  again  for  the  want  of  all  Improve¬ 
ments,  and  both  for  the  actual  Poverty  of  its  Inhabitants,  in  the  midfl  of  their  natural. 
Riches. 

1  Copfes,  properly  cut,  would  pay  a  good  Rent  for  the  Time  allowed  for  a  proportionable 
Quantity  of  Trees  to  become  Timber;  the  reviving  the  Iron  Works  (for  now*  as  in  Argyle- 
fhire,  they  fmelt  only  Englifli  Ore),  would  maintain  Numbers,  and  this,  would  create  a  Demand 
for  Bread  and  Fi(h,  as  well  as  Cattle. 

u  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  t  left.  viii.  p.  19.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot, 

P*  34*  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  291.  vol.  ii. 

p.  2 96. 
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twenty-five  Fathom  w.  Between  the  South  Side  of  the  laft-mentioned 
Ifland  and  the  Continent  is  the  Road  for  Ships,  from  twenty-four  to  forty 
Feet  Water.  There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  World  a  finer  Bay  than  this ;  being 
twenty-fix  Miles  long,  and  from  three  to  five  broad.  The  whole  of  this  ca¬ 
pacious  and  commodious  Frith  is  ftiled  indifferently  Bantry  Bay,  or  Beer  Haven, 
though  the  Village  of  Bantry  lies  off  the  North-Eaft  Point  of  Whiddy ; 
which  has  in  it  a  very  fine  Park,  and  fome  other  Improvements.  The  Tides 
move  very  gently,  right  in  and  out,  through  the  whole  Bay.  Above  Bear 
Ifland,  which  defends  them  from  the  South-Weft  Winds,  Ships  ride  per¬ 
fectly  fafe  and  quiet.  At  the  very  Extremity  of  the  Bay,  are  two  fife, 
though  lefs  fpacious  Harbours  :  That  of  Glangariff,  fo  called  from  a  Village 
of  the  fame  Name,  on  the  North-Weft ;  and  that  of  Whiddy,  fo  denominated 
from  that  Ifland,  though  befides  this,  there  are  four  fmali  Iflands,  which  yield 
moft  excellent  Pafture  *. 

Between  the  Promontory  of  Sheep’s  Head,  which  makes  the  Eaft  Side 
of  the  Bay  laft-mentioned,  and  Three  Caftle  Head,  is  included  Dunman’s  Bay, 
running  far  into  the  Country,  eafy  of  Entrance,  which  affords  fafe  Anchor¬ 
ing  ;  in  all  RefpeCts  a  very  noble  Port,  and  would  be  much  frequented,  if 
Bantry  Bay  were  not  fo  near  it  Y.  The  Promontory  which  forms  the  Weft 
Side  of  the  Inlet,  of  which  we  have  been  laft  fpeaking,  terminates  in  a  kind 
of  Half  Moon  ;  of  which,  as  Three  Caftle  Head  makes  one  Point,  fo  Mizen 
Head,  the  Notium,  that  is,  the  South  Cape  of  Ptolemy,  makes  the  other ; 
which  is  now  very  juftly  reputed  the  South-Weft  Extremity  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  Ireland  *.  A  little  within  this  lies  Crook  Haven,  which,  in  any 
other  Country  except  Ireland,  and  one  might  perhaps  add,  in  any  other  Part 
of  Ireland  than  the  County  of  Corke,  would  be  efteemed  an  admirable  Port, 
being  of  a  tolerable  Size,  land-locked  on  every  Side,  and  having  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  Feet  Water  before  the  Town  (which,  with  all  thefe  Ad¬ 
vantages,  is  no  more  than  a  fifhing  Village),  having  an  eafy  Outlet  for  Ships, 
and  good  anchoring  Ground,  and  much  deeper  Water  in  the  Road  at  its  En¬ 
trance  a.  From  the  Mizen  Head  to  Cape  Clear,  the  Courfe  is  Eaft  by  North, 

w  It  was  in  this  Bay  Admiral  Herbert,  afterwards  Earl  of  Torrington,  engaged  a  French  Fleet 
of  twenty-eight  Sail,  exclufive  of  Firefhips,  April  29th  1689,  with  great  Bravery  and  Conduft, 
and,  though  much  inferior  in  Strength,  with  very  fmali  Lofs. 

x  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  fe£t.  ix.  p.  21.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot, 
p.  24.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  294. 

y  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  139.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii. 
fe£f.  10.  p.  21.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  284. 
vol.  ii.  p.  295. 

1  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  738.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  fe&.  vi.  p.  39. 
Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  284. 

*  Camdeni  Hibernia,  fol.  139.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  fefl.  x.  p.  22. 
Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  28-}.  vol.  ii. 

P-  *95- 


K  k  k  2 


four 


436  The  POLITIC  A,  L  SURVEY 

four  Leagues.  This  Cape  is  an  Ifland  of  the  fame  Name,  though  it  ought  to- 
be  ftiled  the  Ifle  of  St.  Clara ;  and  this  Headland  is  the  moft  fouthern  Point 
of  Ireland  b.  Eaft  from  this  Cape  lies  the  Peninfula  of  Baltimore,  which? 
makes  one  Side  of  a  fpacious  Bay,  in  which  there  are  many  Inlets  and  little 
Ports,  feveral  of  which  are  capable  of  being  rendered  ufeful,  which  it  would' 
detain  us  too  long  to  confider  in  detail.  It  may  fuffice  therefore  to  fay,  that 
Baltimore  Haven,  in  its  prefent  State,  is  not  in  that  Capacity  very  conlider- 
able,  or  of  much  Confequence  to  the  Town,  which  however  was  once  in 
far  better  Circumftances,  till  by  a  moft  extraordinary  Event,  that  of  being 
taken  and  plundered  on  the  20th  of  June  1631,  by  the  Algerines,  this  un¬ 
fortunate  Mart  was  fo  thoroughly  ruined,  and  the  Terror  fpread  thereby  fub- 
fifted  fo  long,  and  deterred  People  from  fettling  there  fo  much,  that  the  Place 
never  recovered  c. 

The  next  is  Caftlehaven,  called  by  the  Iriih  Glanbaraflane,  and  by  the 
Spaniards  Porto  Caftello,  the  weftern  Entrance  of  which  is  called  Galleon 
Point,  from  fome  Spanifh  Galleons  that  were  deftroyed  there  by  Admiral  Le- 
vifon,  December  <5,  idol.  It  is  about  Half  a  Mile  over,  the  Channel  bold, 
and  deep,  gradually  decrealing  from  thirty  to  about  fourteen  Feet  Water,  at 
low  Tide  d.  To  the  Eaftward  of  this  lies  the  Haven  of  Glendore,  the 
weftern  Point  of  which  is  Ringreney,  and  the  eaftern  Point  Carigully ;  be¬ 
tween  both  is  a  fmall  Illand  called  Adam’s  Ifle,  and  beyond  it  another,  called 
Hurdle  Ifle.  In  the  Channel,  which  runs  by  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Ifland, 
there  are  from  thirty  to  fourteen  Feet  Water  and  a  Ship  being  once  in,  may 
bring  to,  and  lie  fafe  from  all  Winds  e.  The  Harbour  of  Rofs,  to  the  Eaft 
of  this,  was  formerly  very  famous ;  fo  that  Rofs-Carbery  became  both  a 
Bifhop’s  See,  and  a  celebrated  Univerftty.  But  the  Port  being  gradually  filled 
up  with  Sand,  the  Place  funk  from  its  former  Grandeur  ;  and  though  it  ftill 
retains  the  Title  of  a  Bilhopric,  it  is  in  reality  no  more  than  a  decayed  or  de¬ 
caying  Monument  of  its  deferted  Harbour  k  Court  Macfherry  is  a  barred 
Port,  in  a  Bay  of  the  fame  Name,  on  which  there  are  not  above  ten  Feet 
Water.  It  was,  in  early  Times,  deeper  and  fafer,  much  frequented  by  the 
Spaniards ;  and  the  Towns  that  lie  about  it  were  then  in  a  better  Condition 

b  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  25.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  24.  Prefent  State  of 
Ireland,  chap.  x. 

c  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  feft.  x.  p.  22.  Earl  of  Strafford’s  Letters,, 
vol,  ii.  p.  25.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  vol.  i. 
p.278. 

d  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  feft.  ii;  p.  23.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  25. 
Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  ii.  B.ii.  chap.  ii.  p.  168. 

e  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  270.  vol.  ii. 
p.  290. 

f  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  738.  Iianmer’s  Chronicle,  p.  53.  It  is  now  a  Market  Town,  and 
of  very  little  Note. 
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than  now  they  are  g.  We  have  patted  by  many  Creeks  and  Coves  that  might 
have  been  defcribed  ;  and  we  have  fpoken  of  fome,  that  in  their  prefent  Si¬ 
tuation  are  not  very  remarkable.  It  is  however  to  be  coniidered,  that  they 
are  all  in  a  rude  State  of  Nature  ;  fo  that  many  of  them  are  in  a  Capacity  of 
being  improved  K  If  at  the  fame  time  that  he  reflects  on  this,  the  Reader 
will  alfo  be  pleafed  to  recoiled;  the  feveral  noble  and  commodious  Ports  which 
are  defcribed  in  the  former  Chapter,  he  will  fee  how  ftrong  an  Inftance  the 
County  of  Corke  affords  of  the  numerous  maritime  Advantages  refulting  from 
the  peculiar  Difpofition  of  its  Coaft,  which  reaches  upwards  of  an  hundred 
Miles  h 


The  Extent  of  the  Sea  Coaft  of  the  County  of  Waterford,  which,  from 
Ardmore  Head  to  Hooke  Tower,  may  be  about  twelve  Leagues,  is  in  effed  a 
fpacious  Bay,  and  the  Ground  moftly  clean  and  fandy,  which,  with  the  Gen- 
tlenefs  of  the  Tides  and  Currents,  has  been,  with  fome  Probability,  affigned 
as  the  Reafon  why  the  Fitting  thereon  is  as  good  as  in  any  Part  of  Ireland  K 
There  are  however  few  or  none  of  thofe  Ports  which,  in  this  Chapter,  it  is 
our  Bufinefs  to  defcribe,  though  many  Headlands  and  Inlets  between,  that 
feem  to  promife  them.  Whiting  Bay  is  fmall  and  convenient,  but  frequented 
only  by  Fitting  Boats.  Ardmore  is  a  bold  high  Promontory,  and  gives  Name 
to  a  Bay,  where  there  is  a  good  Road  in  feven  or  eight  Fathom  Water  h 
Between  Minehead  and  Helvock  Head  there  is  a  pretty  Bay  for  Fitting  Boats. 
Between  Ballyvoil  Head  and  Dungarvan  Harbour  lies  a  moderately  deep  and 
broad  Opening,  called  Clonea  Bay,  from  a  Caftle  of  the  fame  Name,  ftanding 
a  little  within  it.  This  has  a  fandy  Bottom,  with  a  Bar  at  its  Entrance,  quite 
dry  at  low  Water,  and  can  be  of  little  or  no  Service  to  any  kind  of  Veffel. 
The  Coaft  from  hence  eaftward  is  high  and  rocky,  with  very  fmall  Bays,  of 
Ufe  only  to  fifhing  Craft  m.  Between  Newtown  and  Brownftown  Head,, 
which  are  about  two  Englitt  Miles  afunder,  lies  the  wide  open  Bay  of  Tra~ 
more,  which  is  remembred  here  only  that  it  may  be  avoided  ;  for  in  hazy 
Weather,  when  Hooke  Tower  cannot  be  feen,  this,  to  the  Deftru&ion  of 

g  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  Stale  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  vol.  i.  p.  249—254/ 
vol.  ii.  p-  288. 

h  As  the  Spirit  of  Improvement  prevails  flrongly  in  this  Country,  and  as  all  Improvements  in 
an  Illand  naturally  terminate  in  Commerce,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Perfons  of  Property  will  by 
degrees  fee  the  Neceffity  of  reftoring  old  Harbours,  and  the  Expediency  of  opening  new,  as  the 
only  Means  that  can  render  fuch  Improvements  univerfally  advantageous. 

»  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Corke,  vol.  ii.  p.  283 — 298. 

k  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  740,  741.  Boatc’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  Hi.  fe&.  viii. 
p.  32.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  25. 

1  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  139.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chip,  vih 
p.453.  Ware’s  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  chap.  xxxi.  p.  202. 

«n  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv.  fe<ft.  vi.  p.  40.  Cutler's  CoaRing  Pile  t, 
p.  25.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  chap.  x. 
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many  Veflels,  has  been  miftaken  for  the  Mouth  of  Waterford  Haven  n.  We 
have  given  an  Account  of  this  Harbour  in  the  former  Chapter  ;  and  have  no¬ 
thing  to  add  farther,  than  that  in  Conjunction  with  Youghall,  at  the  other  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  County,  it  may  very  well  anfwer  all  the  Purpofes  of  foreign 
Commerce  in  rel'peCt  to  this  County,  and  thoroughly  improve  it  o  :  More 
efpecially  as  the  Port  of  Dungarvan  is  extremely  well  feated  for  becoming  the 
Staple  of  the  fifhing  Trade;  which,  if  the  Informations  we  have  received  of 
the  Nymph  Bank  be  true,  and  the  Fifheries  here  were  put  under  proper  Re¬ 
gulations,  and  effectually  encouraged,  might  afford  fuch  a  Reward  to  the  In- 
duftry  of  the  Inhabitants,  as  wo  aid  leave  them  no  room  to  envy  the  Lot  of 
any  of  their  Neighbours  p. 

V  n  ’  •  *  i  ■  •  J  !  > 

The  large,  fruitful,  and  populous  Province  of  Leinfter,  though  it  con¬ 
tains  five  maritime  Counties,  and  thirty  Leagues  of  Coaft,  can  hardly  boaft 
of  one  good  Port  q.  The  Bay  of  St.  Margaret’s,  which  lies  a  little  to  the 
North  of  Waterford  Haven,  is  frequented  only  by  Fifher  Boats.  Beyond  this 
lies  Carnefore,  or,  as  fome  call  it,  Carneroot  Point,  which  is  thought  the  moft 
to  the  South-Eafl  of  any  Land  in  Ireland  :  To  the  North  of  which  we  find 
Greenore  or  Grenore  Bay,  which  is  of  no  great  Confequence,  and  lies  a  very 
little  South  of  Wexford  Haven,  which  has  been  defcribed  in  the  former 
Chapter  r.  Arklow  is  the  next,  upon  a  little  River  of  the  fame  Name,  which 
is  thought  to  be  the  Oboca  of  Ptolemy  s.  In  ancient  Times,  it  feems,  this 
was  a  confiderable  Port ;  and  even  in  the  laft  Age  it  was  in  fome  Effimation, 
though  at  prefent  it  fcarce  deferves  that  Name  t.  There  is  a  fmall  River, 
which  poflibly  might,  with  fome  Expence,  be  made  to  contribute  to  its  Im¬ 
provement  u.  Wicklow  is  under  the  fame  Circumftances,  though  in  a  little, 
and  but  a  little,  better  Condition  ;  yet  having  a  tolerable  inland  Trade,  it  is 
probable,  that  whenever  Induftry  fhall  render  its  Inhabitants  wealthy,  they 

a  Above  the  Bay  lies  what  is  called  the  Strand  of  Tramore,  containing  about  two  thoufand 
Acres,  which  might  be  recovered,  by  running  a  Bank  or  Dyke  acrofs  it  ;  and  if  this  was  once 
done,  poffibly  a  Port  might  be  made  by  Art. 

0  Almoft  the  whole  Commerce  of  this  County  at  prefent  confifls  in  the  Exportation  of  Provi- 
fions  and  raw  Commodities ;  but  when  Manufactures  fhall  be  once  introduced,  and  brought  to 
thrive,  Things  will  foon  change  their  Face. 

p  Doyle’s  Account  of  the  Nymph  Bank.  Dobb’s  Eflay  on  the  Trade  of  Ireland,  P.  ii. 
p.  125.  Smith’s  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  and  City  of  Waterford,  p.  249 

— *59- 

q  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  744.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  140.  Boate’s  Na¬ 
tural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv.  fed.  iii.  p.  36. 

r  Fynes  Meryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  iii.  B.  iii.  chap.  v.  p.  157.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ire¬ 
land,  chap.  iii.  fed.  vii.  p.  3 1.  Cutler’s  Coahing  Pilot,  p.  19,  20. 

3  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.749.  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  186. 

1  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  fed.  vi.  p.  29.  Cutler’s  Coahing  Pilot,  p.  20. 
Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  vi. 

u  If  by  this,  or  any  other  Means,  the  Haven  could  be  rendered  more  commodious,  there  are 
fome  fa fe  fandy  Roads  near  it  where  Ships  of  confiderable  Burthen  might  ride. 
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may  difcover  the  Means,  and  be  able  to  afford  the  Charge,  of  improving 
their  Port. 

The  County  of  Dublin  has  only  the  Bay  of  the  fame  Name;  which  has 
been  already  defcribed.  Drogheda  Bay,  which  is  in  truth  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  Boyne,  and  which  has  been  likewife  already  mentioned,  lies  be¬ 
tween  the  Counties  of  EaRmeath  and  Louth  ;  though  the  Town  which  gives 
Name  to  it,  belongs  to  neither  w.  The  broad  open  Bay  of  Dundalk  may, 
when  it  is  high  Water,  be  conlidered  in  the  Light  of  a  Harbour,  and  as 
fuch,  is  of  fome  Ule  to  the  Town  of  the  feme  Name;  of  late,  we  are  told, 
rendered  more  fo  than  formerly,  and  in  a  fair  Way  of  meeting  with  Rill 
farther  Improvements.  But  when  the  Tide  is  out  it  is  abfolutely  dry,  and 
may  be  paffed  on  Foot,  without  either  Difficulty  or  Danger  x.  The  Town  of 
Carlingford,  which  has  a  good  inland  Trade,  and  fome  Commerce,  Rands 
upon  a  Bay  of  the  feme  Name,  which  not  only  divides  the  Counties  of  Louth 
and  Down,  but  the  Provinces  alfo  of  LeinRer  and  UlRer.  This  is  a  fafe,  large* 
and  convenient  Port,  though  not  much  frequented,  on  account  of  its  trou- 
blefome  Entrance,  having  foul  Ground  and  dangerous  Rocks  on  both  Sides, 
but  with  a  fair  Channel  between.  Half  a  League  over.  On  the  Bar  there  are 
ten  Feet  at  low  Water ;  but  within,  from  feven  to  twenty  Fathom.  In  the 
Road  before  the  Town  there  is  fafe  Riding,  in  almoR  any  Depth;  neither 
does  a  Ship  rifque  any  thing  by  running  on  the  foft  Ooze,  where  ffie  may  lit 
fafe,  without  Anchor  or  Cable.  There  is  Plenty  of  Cod,  and  excellent  OyRers 
are  caught  here  ;  and  there  are  alfo  fome  Salt-works  y.  Thus  it  appears,  that 
thefe  Ports,  fuch  as  they  are,  are  very  equally  divided  amongR  the  feveral 
Counties ;  and  as  the  Spirit  of  Cultivation,  and  the  Delire  of  making  the  moR 
of  natural  Advantages,  prevails  Rrongly  amongR  their  Inhabitants,  as  they 
have  more  Acquaintance  with,  and  better  Opportunities  of  knowing  the  Value 
of  Commerce,  than  in  other  Parts  of  this  Illand ;  and  as  they  have  alfo  the 
Seat  of  Government  in  their  Center,  we  may  rationally  expetR,  that  in  Procefs 
of  Time  feveral  of  thefe  may  be  rendered  better,  and  fome  new  ones  perhaps 
opened  z.  .  * 

The  Province  of  UlRer  comprehends  four  maritime  Counties,,  and  has  'sl*\ 
Sea  CoaR  of  a  hundred  Leagues.  Point  Cranfield  makes  the  EaR  Side  of 
Carlingford  Bay ;  and  from  thence  to  Bealachaneir,  coaRing  along  the 
mountainous  Country  of  Mourne,  there  are  only  a  few  Creeks,,  capable  of 

*  "  ...  "  r  i  * 

w  See  the  Political  State  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  253,  254. 

x  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.iii.  feft.  iii.  p.  2 6.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commons  , 
cialis,  p.  23.  See  the  ingenious  Mr.  Wright’s  Preface  to  the  LOUTHEANA. 

y  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  762.  Boate’s  Natural  Hikory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  ftft  ii.  p.  11. 
Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  23. 

1  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.744 — 755.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p».  22.  Dobbs’s  Eflajv 
on  the  Trade  of  Ireland,  P.  i.  p.  16,  17.  P.  ii.  p.  5.  7. 

j  receiving 
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receiving  nothing  beyond  the  Size  of  a  filhing  Boat  a.  Between  that  and  St. 
John’s  Point  lies  the  Bay  of  Dundrum;  fpacious  indeed,  being  fix  Miles 
broad,  butlhallow  and  fandy.  The  inner  Bay,  which  is  three  Miles  in  Ex¬ 
tent  one  Way,  and  a  full  Mile  the  other,  is  a  very  fate  convenient  Port,  but 
then  only  fmall  Veflels  can  come  thither;  and  Dundrum  is  no  more  than  a 
pleafant  Village  K  In  the  outer  Bay  there  is  very  good  Fifhing  for  flat 
Fith  of  all  kinds,  Sea  Trout,  and  Lobfters,  which  might  be  managed  to 
great  Profit  c.  The  Foreland,  or  Point  of  St.  John,  which  is  the  Ifam- 
nium  Promontorium  of  Ptolemy,  Hands  a  Mile  fouth  of  a  little  Bay, 
which  is  now  called  Port  St.  Anne,  and  is  come  in  the  Place  of  the  old  Haven 
of  Ardglafs.  This  has  been,  with  great  Care  and  Expence,  improved  with  a 
Key  and  Bafon,  by  Michael  Ward,  Efq;  one  of  the  Juflices  of  his  Majefty’s 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  thereby  rendered  a  fecure  and  commodious  Har¬ 
bour  for  Veflels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Tons  d.  In  confequence  of  this,  the 
Village  of  Killough  is  rifen,  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years,  into  a  thriving  well- 
built  Town,  in  which  feveral  Merchants  refide ;  while  Ardglafs,  about  a 
Mile  diftant  from  it,  over  the  Strand,  which  was  not  only  an  ancient  Corpo¬ 
ration,  but  the  fecond  Town  at  leaflin  Ulfler,  is  funk  into  a  miferable  Hamlet, 
and  is  now  remarkable  for  nothing  but  a  few  wretched  Remains  of  its  former 
Magnificence  e.  This  fhews  what  may  be  done,  even  by  private  Perfons  of 
.opulent  Fortune,  not  only  for  their  own  Benefit,  and  that  of  their  Fa¬ 
milies,  but  for  the  public  Emolument,  and  the  Advantage  of  the  whole 
Country. 

The  Land  ftretching  from  Ardglafs  North-North-Eaft,  for  about  five  Miles 
or  tKereabouts,  we  there  find  Killard  Point,  which  is  the  South-Weft  Extre¬ 
mity,  as  Quintin  Point  is  the  oppofite  Extremity  of  Strangford  Bay  f.  This 
Bay,  or  rather  Strait  (for  the  Sea  runs  through  it  with  great  Rapidity  like  a 
Sluice),  is  rewards  of  five.fyliles  long,  and  fomewhat  more  than  Half  a  Mile 
broad.  On  the  South  Side  hes  the  -Town  and  Harbour  of  Strangford,  where 
Ships  may  lie  fafe  out  of  the  Reach  of  the  Current,  as  they  may  likewife  in 
Audley  Bay,  which  is  dire&ly  under  Caftle  Ward,  a  fine  Seat  belonging  to  the 

a  Camdffti  Hibernia,  p.  762.  *Fynes  Mory ton’s  Itinerary,  P.  Hi.  B.  iii.  chap.  v.  p.  158.  Pye- 
,fent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv. 

'  b  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  feet.  iv.  p.  27.  .Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  21. 
The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  p.  ,139. 

c  It  may  deferve  fome  Conftderation,  whether  this  Bay  has  been  always  in  the  lame  Condition. 
For  though  it  is  ever  dangerous  to  encroach  upon  the  Sea,  yet  to  recover  what  it  has  over¬ 
whelmed,  is  fafe  and  advantageous. 

d  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.767.  Baxter!  G.loflhrium  Antiqnitatum^Britannicarum,  p.  140.  The 
ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  p.  16.  23.  128. 

e  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  767.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  fe<ft.  iv.  p.  27. 
The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  ,p.  20.  267.  271. 

i  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  iii.’  B.  iii.  ch.  v.  p.  159.  .Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii. 
|fe&.  iii.  p.  12.  The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  p.  1 3,6. 
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Judge  before-mentioned  g.  On  the  oppofite  Side  alfo  there  are  fume  Havens, 
of  which  the  bed:  is  Portaferry  in  the  Ardes  5  between  which  and  Strangford 
there  is  a  Ferry,  which  maintains  a  regular  Correfpondence  between  the  Penin- 
fula  laft- mentioned  and  that  of  Lecale.  This  Bay  opens  into  the  great  Lough 
Conne,  or  Lake  of  Strangford,  which  runs  diredly  North  up  to  Newton, 
and  fends  a  fmall  Branch  to  the  Weft,  on  which  ftands  the  City  of  Down¬ 
patrick,  the  Capital  of  the  County,  a  parliamentary  Borough,  and  in  effed  the 
.  Port  upon  this  great  Body  of  Water;  for  though  Strangford  has  the  Title, 
yet  the  Collector  refides  here,  and  keeps  only  a  Clerk  there  K  Veffels  of  fifty 
Tons  come  up  to  the  Quay  at  King’s  Wefton,  about  a  Mile  from  the  City;  and 
the  Cuftoms  and  Excife  amount  annually  to  about  eight  thoufand  Pounds. 

Conne  is  th?  largeft  Salt  Water  Lough  in  Ireland  ;  the  Tide  flowing  diredly 
up  from  Strangford  to  Newton  thirteen  Miles,  affording  feveral  pleafant  and 
ufeful  Creeks  on  both  Sides,  and  covering  upwards  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
Plantation  Acres  h  In  their  proper  Seafons  there  is  a  profitable  Herring, 
and  many  other  valuable  Fifheries,  on  this  Lake ;  in  which,  as  we  have  elfe- 
where  obferved,  there  are  a  Multitude  of  Illands,  which  maintain  large  Herds 
of  Cattle,  great  Numbers  of  Horfes,  and  upon  which  immenfe  Quantities  of 
Fowl  are  raifed.  Befides  all  this,  they  have,  of  late  Years  more  efpecially, 
converted  Abundance  of  their  Sea  Ware  into  Kelp,  which,  for  theUfe  of  the 
Glafs  Houfes,  they  fend  to  Dublin,  and  other  Places,  where  it  not  only  fetches 
a  very  good  Price,  and  is  therefore  valuable  as  a  Manufadure,  but,  from  its 
Bulk  and  annual  Exportation,  is  alfo  very  ferviceable  to  Navigation;  and, 
in  Conjundion  with  the  other  Produce  and  Manufadures  of  the  Countries  on 
both  Sides  the  Lake,  has,  within  the  Memory  of  Man,  raifed  feveral  fmall 
Villages  into  large  and  populous  Towns  k. 

From  Point  St.  Quintin  to  Bryal  Point  the  Land  runs  North-Eaft,  but 
from  Bryal  Point  to  Donaghadee  it  runs  North,  flanting  to  the  Weft,  and  a 
very  foul  Coaft  all  the  Way.  Donaghadee  is  the  Station  of  the  Scotch  Pac- 
quet,  palTing  from  thence  to  Port  Patrick  in  Galloway,  which  lies  thirty 
Miles  to  the  North-Eaft.  There  is  a  very  good  Stone  Quay  at  this  Place, 
where  Veffels  of  conliderable  Burthen  may  ride  in  Safety.  The  principal 
Commerce  between  the  two  Countries  xonfifts  in  Horfes,  and,  according  as 
Seafons  hit  or  fail,  Provifions ;  and  it  would  certainly  be  for  their  mutual 
Benefit,  if  this  Commerce  was  put  upon  fome  better  Foot  than  that  on  which 

g  There  is  likewife  another  called  Audley  Cattle,  built  upon  a  rocky  Promontory,  commanding 
a  Profped  of  the  Lake  in  its  full  Extent  quite  up  to  Newton,  and  is  one  of  the  fined  Water 
Views  in  Ireland. 

h  Boate’s  Natural  Hittory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  fed.  iii.  p.  12.  Cutler’s  Coatting  Pilot,  p.  121. 
Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  viii. 

j  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  767.  Boate’s  Natural  Hittory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ix.  fed.  iii.  v.  p.  73, 
74.  The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  p.  152,  153,  154, 

k  See  the  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  124. 
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it  fiands  at  prefent  l.  At  a  fmall  Diftance  are  the  Copland  Iflands,  three  in 
Number,  one  inhabited,  another  having  on  it  a  Light-houfe,  and  the  third 
affording  Grafs  for  Horfes,  and  Abundance  of  Sea  Fowl.  We  come  then  to 
Graham’s  Port,  Portova,  and  Bangor,  anciently  famous  for  its  noble  Abbey, 
all  upon  the  South  Side  of  the  Entrance  of  Carrickfergus  Bay  m.  The  County 
of  Down,  in  point  of  Extent,  is  equal  to  the  County  of  Leicefter,  or  that  of 
Nottingham,  but  is  more  populous  than  either  n ;  yet,  in  general,  the  Soil  is 
not  remarkably  rich  or  fertile  ;  fo  that  the  Situation  of  the  Country,  and  the 
Induftry  of  its  Inhabitants,  have  made  it  all  it  is.  The  Lake  and  the  Sea 
yield  Plenty,  and  a  great  Variety,  of  Fifh.  The  Mountains  feed  Black  Cat¬ 
tle  and  Sheep.  By  the  help  of  Marie  and  Sea  Ware,  their  Lands,  many  of  them 
very  unpromifing,  produce,  not  Crops  only,  but  large  Crops,  of  different  Kinds 
of  Grain  ;  and  the  Linen  Manufacture,  thoroughly  diffufed,  affords  a  com¬ 
fortable  Subfiftance  to  thofe  who  are  unfit  for  harder  Labour 

The  County  of  Antrim,  fomewhat  larger  in  Extent,  though  not  quite  fo 
populous  as  that  of  Down,  is  divided  from  it  by  the  Bay  of  Carrickfergus, 
that  is,  the  Craig  or  Rock  of  Fergus,  which  is  about  two  Leagues  broad  from 
the  Ifland  of  Magee  to  Bangor  p.  This,  in  all  Probability,  is  the  Vinderius  of 
Ptolemy,  and  in  North  Britain  would  be  ftiled  a  Firth  q.  The  Town  from 
which  it  takes  its  Name  is  very  well  feated  on  the  North  Shore,  about 
fix  Miles  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Bay,  having  a  good  Road  before  it,  with  a 
Pier  near  the  Place,  within  which  Veffels  lie  dry  at  low  Water.  It  was 
anciently  a  Borough  of  great  Confequence,  as  appears  from  the  Mayor’s  being 
Admiral  of  a  confiderable  Extent  of  Coafi,  as  well  in  Down  as  in  this  County; 
the  Corporation  enjoying  the  Cuftoms  paid  by  all  Veffels  within  thofe  Bounds  ; 
the  Creeks  of  Bangor  and  Belfafi  only  excepted  r.  This  Grant,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  the  Crown  repurchafed,and  thereupon  transferred  theCufiom- 
houfe  to  Belfafi,  to  which  Town  it  is  now  much  inferior,  as  well  in  Size  as  in 
Trade.  It  is  however  fiill  a  Place  of  Note,  as  being  no  longer  a  Borough 

1  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  §.  vii.  p.  31.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  21. 
The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  Count  of  Down,  p.  65.  135.  269. 

m  The  Duke  of  Schomberg  landed,  Augufl  13,  1689,  in  Graham’s  or  Groom’s  Port  Bay,  with 
ten  thoufand  Men  for  the Reduflion  of  Ireland. 

n  The  County  of  Down  contains  558,289  Englifh  Acres,  Leicefler  and  Nottingham  about 
560,000  Acres  each. 

0  Prefent  State  of  Ireland, chap.  viii.  Dobbs’s  Effay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland, 
Part  i.  p.  32.  The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  chap.  iii.  §.  ix.  p.  107. 

p  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  768.  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  Part  iii.  b.  iii.  chap.  v.  p.  159. 
Dobbs’s  Eifay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  Partii.  p.  5. 

‘l  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.768.  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.251.  Vin¬ 
derius,  the  latinifing  thefe  Britilh  Words  Vind  e  Riii,  the  Head  of  the  River,  the  iEftuarium, 
or  Firth. 

r  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  §.  ii.  p.  13.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  21. 
The  ancient  and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  p.  127. 
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but  a  County  of  itfelf,  and  fending,  in  that  Capacity,  two  Members  to  the 
Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  s. 

Two  Leagues  North  from  Carrickfergus  lies  the  fmall  Port  of  Oldfleet 
little  frequented  at  prefent.  Beyond  this  there  is  a  bold  CoaF  and  fafe  Anchor¬ 
ing  to  the  Height  of  Fairland  Point,  diled  in  fome  Charts  Fair  Head,  the 
North-EaF  Cape  of  Ireland ;  and  there  is  good  Anchorage  round  the  IFand  of 
Rathlin,  and  alfo  between  it  and  the  Continent  t.  A  little  to  the  South  of 
this  lies  BallycaFle,  a  new  Port,  which  deferves  peculiar  Attention.  It  owed 
its  Rife  to  a  Vrein  of  Coal,  difeovered  and  wrought  here  by  Hugh  Boyd  Efq; 
who,  in  1749,  after  feveral  Years  Labour,  finillied  a  Harbour  and  Dock,  at 
his  own  Expence,  capable  of  receiving  VeFels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Tons ; 
which  however  in  a  few  Years  was  ruined  by  Worms  eating  the  Wood  Work 
under  Water  u.  At  firfb  Colliers  were  procured  from  England  and  Scotland ; 
but  this  being  attended  with  many  Inconveniencies,  the  Method  of  engaging 
Men  to  labour,  by  beftowing  Premiums,  was  tried,  and  fucceeded  with  the 
Natives,  of  whom  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  arc  now  employed,  and  about 
feven  thoufand  Ton  of  Coal  raifed  in  a  Year.  In  confequence  of  this  Dif- 
covery  and  thefe  Improvements,  a  Glafs-houfe,  Bleach-houfe,  Salt-works, 
Brewery,  Tan-yard,  and  Iron-works,  were  eftablifhed  there  in  feven  or  eight 
Years ;  and  feveral  Merchants  fettled  in  the  Place,  who  drove  a  great  Trade, 
and  had  many  Veffels  of  their  own™.  Upon  the  Ruin  of  the  Pier  and 
Dock,  in  the  manner  before-mentioned,  Mr.  Boyd  began  new  Works  of 
Stone,  cramped  with  Iron,  which  indeed  promifed  Security,  but  were  very 
expenfive.  This  produced  an  Application  to  Parliament,  where,  upon  a 
Fridt  Examination,  all  thefe  Facts  were  reported  by  a  Committee,  and  that 
the  Haven  might  be  again  rendered  complete  and  commodious  for  lefs  than 
ten  thoufand  Pounds*.  * 

Belletree,  Ballintay,  or  Ballintoy,  lies  a  little  to  the  South- WeF  of  the 
laF-mentioned  Port,  is  a  fmall  Bay,  and,  in  its  natural  State,  not  altogether 
fafe  from  feveral  Winds  y  :  But  Fnce  the  Year  1756,  that  a  Vein  of  Coals  was 
difeovered  near  it,  which  is  now  wrought  with  fuch  Effect,  as  not  only 
to  fupply  a  Salt-work  here,  but  two  others,  one  at  Portrufh,  and  the  other 


s  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  p.  257.  Earl  of  Strafford's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  103.  205. 
Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranllation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

1  Boate’s  Natural  Hiffory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  §,  vii.  p.  31.  chap.  v.  §.  v.  p.  4 6.  Cutter’s 
Coafling  Pilot,  p.  22.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  xi. 

u  The  Reader  will  dlfcern  from  this  Inftance,  how  numerous  the  Havens  on  this  Coafl  may 
become,  whenever  Commerce  prevails. 

w  The  lame  Effects  follow  the  Difcovery  of  Coals  in  Antrim  as  in  Northumberland,  Cumber¬ 
land,  and  in  Wales. 

x  From  the  Report  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  by  Mr.  Lowther,  February  3d, 

2758.  , 

*  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  §.  iv\  p.  27.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  22. 
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at  Colerain,  it  is  fome what  improved,  and  more  confidered ;  infomuch  that, 
in  the  Sefiions  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  1758,  the  State  of  this  little  Haven 
being  brought  before  a  Committee,  it  appeared  that  it  was  capable  of  receiving 
Barks  of  fifty  Tons,  and  for  the  Expence  of  two  thoufand  Pounds  might  be 
rendered  a  good  Harbour  for  Veffels  of  much  larger  Burthen  z.  The  Giants 
Caufeway  is  a  Curiofity  fo  very  remarkable  in  its  Nature,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  palled  by  in  Silence a,  though  the  Defcription  of  it  is  not  requilite  in  a 
Work  of  this  kind,  and  has  been  already  the  Subject  of  feveral  learned 
W riters,  to  whofe  Labours  we  refer  L  Belfaft,  as  Banding  on  the  Lagon 
Water,  belonged  to  the  former  Chapter  and  in  that  has  been  accordingly 
treated,  as  are  alfo  the  Ports  of  Colerain  and  Londonderry  d. 

The  County  of  Donegal  is  equal  in  Size  to  thofe  of  Down  and  Antrim 
taken  together,  and  yet  docs  not  contain  half  the  Number  of  People  there 
is  in  either e.  There  are  fome  black  Rocks,  called  Enfterhull,  over  againft 
Enifthon,  a  Promontory  which  fhoots  out  into  the  Sea,  the  Extremity  of 
which,  called  Caledagh  Point,  is  the  North  Cape  of  Ireland f.  To  the 
Weft- South- Weft  lies  Lough  Swilly,  with  great  Probability  thought  to  he 
the  Argita  of  Ptolemy,  at  this  Day  one  of  the  nobleft  Ports  in  Ireland,  or 
indeed  in  Europe,  near  twenty  Miles  long,  and  a  full  Mile  broad,  good 
Anchorage  and  deep  Water  j  fo  that  a  whole  Fleet  might  lie  there  with  Eafe 
and  Safety  g.  Weft- South -Weft  of  Lough  Swilly  lies  Sheepfhaven,  a  very 
noble  Bay,  though  fomewhat  inferior  to  the  former  K  The  Weft  Entrance 

2.  From  the  Report  made  by  Mr.  Lowther  the  fame  Day  with  the  former,  in  regard  to  the  Port 

of  Ballycaftle. 

a  This  Giants  Caufeway  conftfts  of  many  thoufand  Pillars,  Handing  perpendicular  to  the  Ho¬ 
rizon,  fo  clofe  that  a  Knife  can  fcarce  be  put  between  them.  The  greateft  part  of  them  are  pen¬ 
tagonal  or  hexagonal,  but  irregular,  fo  that  none  of  them  have  equal  Sides.  The  Curious 
agree  that  they  are  of  the  kind  called  Lapis  Bafanus,  or  Bafaltes.  They  run  from  the  Side 
of  a  high  Hill,  nobody  knows  how  far  into  the  Sea.  This  Caufeway  has  been  meafured,  at 
low  Water,  more  than  fix  hundred  Feet ;  in  the  broadeft  Part  it  extends  two  hundred  and 
forty  Feet,  and  in  the  narrowed;  one  hundred  and  twenty  Feet.  The  Height  in  fome  Places 
thirty-fix,  and  in  others  fifteen  Feet. 

b  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N®.  cxcix.  ccxii.  ccxxv.  ccxli.  See  alfo 
thofe  Papers  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  Grierfon’s  Edition  of  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of 
Ireland,  and  the  Tranflation  of  Sir  James  Ware’s  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  by  Walter  Harris 

*  Efq;  chap,  xxxiv. 

c  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  257.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis, .  p. 
24.  Dobbs’s  Effay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  P.  ii.  p.  6. 
tl  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol,  i.  p.  258,  259,  260.. 

c  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  772.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  viii.  Dobbs’s  Effay  on  the 
Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  P.  ii.  p.  6. 

t  Boate's  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv.  §.  iv.  p.  28. 


p.  22. 

g  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  772.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis, 
Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  23. 

h  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  §.  iv,  p.  14. 
jy.  2,z. 


Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot, 
p.  24.  Baxteri  Gloffarium 
Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot, 

©£ 
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of  this  Bay  is  called  Cape  Horn,  and  from  thence  to  the  North  Iflands 
of  Arran  there  is  a  fafe  Coaft,  and  feveral  good  Roads  and  Bays  h  Seven 
Leagues  from  thefe  Ides  of  Arran  lies  Cape  Telin,  or  St.  Helen,  the 
North-Weft  Point  of  Ireland,  and  under  it  a  Haven  with  a  good  Road 
of  the  fame  Name  k.  Four  Leagues  beyond  this  Headland  lies  Killi- 
begs,  an  excellent  Bay,  of  a  circular  Form,  the  Entrance  narrow,  but 
free  from  Danger,  and  capable  of  receiving  Ships  of  any  Burden  ;  and  when 
once  in,  Ships  may  lie  any  where  from  fix  to  eight  Fathom  Water,  in  per¬ 
fect  Safety.  This  Haven  has  fome  Trade,  which  is  more  than  any  of  the 
reft  can  boaftj  and  the  Town  of  the  fame  Name,  which  ftands  upon  it,  is  a 
parliamentary  Borough,  and  has  a  Cuftom-houfe  h  Weft  from  Killibegs  lies 
Cape  St.  John  ;  and  between  the  Port  laft-mentioned  and  this  Cape  is  Mack- 
fwaine  Bay,  dangerous  at  the  Entrance,  but  within  very  commodious  m.  Two 
Leagues  beyond  this  lies  Donegal  Harbour,  difficult  likewife  in  the  Entrance, 
which  has  rendered  it  lefs  frequented  than  otherwife  it  would  have  been  n. 
South-Weft  of  Donegal  Haven  Lough-Earn  pours  into  the  Ocean,  and  makes 
the  Port  of  Ballyffiannon,  which,  though  a  barred  Port,  has  fome  Commerce,  „ 
and,  in  Proportion  as  Induftry  increafes  amongft  die  People  in  this  extenfive 
County,  will  have  much  more.  We  have  already  mentioned  this  Lough  and 
its  famous  Caftle  of  Innifkiiling ;  and  ffiall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  the 
ihort  River,  if  it  may  be  fo  ftiled,  which  forms  the  Harbour  of  Ballyflian- 
non,  feparates  the  Province  of  Connaught  from  that  of  Ulfter  °.  But  in 
refpedl  to  the  latter,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  before  we  leave  it,  that 
as  the  County  of  Fermanagh  communicates  with  the  Ocean  by  the  Port  of 
Ballyffiannon,  and  all  the  Counties  lying  upon  the  Lough-Neagh  have 
now  a  Correfpondence  with  the  Jrifti  Sea  by  the  Newry  Canal,  Mona¬ 
ghan  and  Cavan  are,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  the  only  two  inland  Counties  in  die 
Province  p. 

The  County  of  Sligo  is  ftnall,  but  the  beft  inhabited  of  any  in  Connaught,, 
and  the  County  in  general  very  capable  of  Improvement.  Weft  from  Bally¬ 
ffiannon,  at  the  Diftance  of  three  Leagues,  lies  a  fmall  Ifland,  called  Ennis 
Murry  j  at  the  South  End  of  which  is  a  large  Rock  above  Water,  with  a 
Ledge  running  from  it  a  great  Diftance  into  the  Seaj  fo  that  to  the  South- 

*  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ili.  §.  viii.  p.  32. 

k  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  22. 

1  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.772.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  §.  v.  p.  15.  Atlas 
Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  24. 

m  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  23. 

n  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  772.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  §.  v.  p.  16.  Atlas 
Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  24. 

0  Boate’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iii.  §.  v.  p.  28.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap, 
viii.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  23. 

p  This  demonflrates  the  vafl  Utility  of  that  great  Work,  which  as  it  will  redound  to  the  Bene¬ 
fit,  fo  it  will  be  the  Admiration  of  Boilerity. 

•  Weft. 
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Weft  the  Coaft  is  foul  as  far  as  Rala  Point.  South-Eaft  from  thence  lies 
the  Haven  of  Sligo,  the  Libnius  of  Ptolemy,  troublefome  in  the  Paftage,  but 
a  tolerable  Port  when  once  entered.  There  is  a  Cuftom-houfe  and  fome 
Trade  here,  and  the  Town  is  a  parliamentary  Borough  q.  South  from  Sligo 
is  Clonick  Bay,  and  Weft  from  thence  Moyle  Harbour,  neither  of  them  much 
frequented. 

We  come  now  to  the  County  of  Mayo,  which  is  thrice  as  large,  though 
not  near  fo  well  peopled  as  Sligo.  It  has  a  long  Extent  of  Coaft,  fronting 
diredtly  towards  the  North,  in  which  there  are  many  Coves  and  Bays  that 
might  be  of  Ule ;  but  their  particular  Conveniencies  are  at  prefent  known 
only  to  fmuggling  Veftels,  and  the  Mafters  of  Cuftom-houfe  Boats,  who  are 
employed  to  look  after  them  r.  Broadhaven,  which  expands  itfelf  near  to 
the  Weftern  Extremity,  is  a  good  Port,  though  embarrafted  on  the  Eaft 
Side  with  fome  fmall  funk  Rocks,  called  the  Stags  of  Broadhaven  s.  On 
the  Back  of  the  Promontory,  which  forms  one  Side  of  this,  lies  another, 
called  Black-fod  Harbour,  of  which  I  meet  with  no  diftinct  Account,  though 
placed  in  all  the  Maps.  About  eleven  Leagues  from  this  Port  lies  Achil 
Head,  in  an  Illand,  with  a  Paftage  between  it  and  the  Main  5  fo  that  it  is 
properly  a  Sound,  within  which  there  are  many  Creeks  and  Inlets  3  but  fo 
unfrequented,  and  their  State  fo  uncertain,  that,  in  a  Work  like  this,  a 
Defcription  of  them  need  not  be  attempted. 

Galway  is  a  very  noble  and  fpacious  Diftridl,  the  Iargeft  in  this  Pro¬ 
vince,  and,  except  Corke,  the  County  of  greateft  Extent  in  Ireland ;  at  the 
fame  Time,  after  Donegal  and  Mayo,  the  thinneft  in  that  Kingdom  of 
People.  Yet  the  Soil  is  good,  and,  in  many  Parts,  fertile  in  Corn,  as  well 
as  in  Grafs;  fo  that  it  is  very  capable  of  being  made  a  fair  and  flourifhing 
Region  ;  as,  with  thefe  Advantages,  it  may  be  affirmed  to  abound  likewife  in 
fine  Ports  <.  From  Point  Dogs  to  Cape  Slyne  there  are  various  Creeks,  but 
none  amongft  them  of  any  confiderable  Size.  To  the  South-Eaft  of  the 
laft-mentioned  Headland  there  are  feveral  fine  Inlets,  particularly  Batterby 
Bay,  which  has  a  narrow  Entrance,  but  within  is  four  Miles  long  and  two 
broad,  every  where  fafe,  good  Ground,  deep  Water,  five  Fathoms  on  each 
Side,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  in  the  Middle  «.  Conichin  Bay  has,  in  the  very 

q  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  143.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap, 
lii.  §.  v.  p.  29.  Baxter!  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.152. 

r  Thefe,  in  fucceeding  Ages,  will  become  Sources  of  honeft  Abundance,  inhead  of  Receptacles 
of  clandeftine  and  deftruclive  Commerce,  in  which  the  Neceflaries  of  Life  are  bartered  for  foreign 
Wines  and  Spirits. 

s  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  758.  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  §.  vi.  p.  16.  Cut¬ 
ler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  23. 

1  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  757.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  143.  Dobbs’s 
EiTav  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  P.  ii.  p.  5. 

u  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  iv.  §.  v.  p.  39.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  23. 
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Mouth  of  it,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  Fathom  Water,  and  feven  at  the  very 
Bottom,  but  then  the  Entrance  is  much  embarrafied,  and  in  that  refpe£l  dan¬ 
gerous,  till  Seamen  in  general  fhall  become  better  acquainted  with  itw.  Gal¬ 
way  Bay  is  very  capacious,  having  the  South  Arran  Iflands  before  it,  through 
which  there  are  no  lefs  than  four  Paflages.  There  are  various  Sands,  Shoals, 
and  blind  Rocks,  fome  of  which  are  called  the  Stags  of  Arran,  efpecially  on 
the  North  Side,  but  having  fo  many  Outlets  thefe  are  eafily  avoided  ;  and  if 
the  Country  was  more  populous,  many  excellent  Harbours,  befides  thefe 
already  in  fome  fmall  Degree  of  Ufe,  might  be  made  without  any  great 
Expence  *. 

Galway,  which  is  not  only  the  County  Town,  but  the  Capital  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  has  a  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Recorder,  Town  Clerk,  a  Cuftom-houfe,  Ex- 
cife-office,  with  ample  Eftablifhments,  and  fends  two  Members  to  Parliament. 
It  is  a  handfome  well-built  Place,  and  formerly  accounted  the  fecond  in  Ire¬ 
land,  though  now,  as  I  take  it,  but  the  feventh  y.  It  ftands  upon  the  great 
Lake  of  Corbes,  which  is  the  Aufoba  of  Ptolemy.  The  Port  is  very  com¬ 
modious  and  fafe,  but  at  a  Difiance  from  the  City,  fo  that  Goods  are  carried  up 
thither  by  Lighters.  It  has  a  confiderable  foreign  Commerce,  as  well  as  a  great 
inland  Trade,  and  there  is  a  good  Herring  Fifhery  in  the  Bay2.  But  after 
all,  this  is  but  little  in  comparifon  of  what  might  be  expected,  and  to  what 
it  will  certainly  attain,  when  this  Province  fhall  be  put  upon  a  Level  with  the 
refi ;  but  as  we  have  treated  pretty  copioufly  already  upon  this  Subjetft,  we 
fhall  content  ourfelves  with  repeating  our  good  Wifhes  that  this  may  be 
fpeedily  brought  about a. 

The  laft  we  fhall  mention  is  the  County  of  Clare,  which  is  at  prefent  in 
the  Province  of  Munfter,  though  Sir  Robert  Sidney  annexed  it  to  Connaught; 
but  that  it  was  antiently,  as  it  now  is,  in  the  former  Province,  appears  from  . 
its  other  Name  of  Thomond,  that  is,  North  Munfter,  being  divided  from 
the  refi  of  that  Province  by  the  Shannon,  which  is  the  Reafon  of  our  placing 
it  here  b.  It  is  a  Peninfula,  in  the  form  of  a  Pyramid,  the  Balls  making  the 

w  There  are  feveral  among  the  Iflands  not  inferior  to  this  Bay,  but  it  would  fvvell  this  Chapter 
too  much  to  give  a  diftindf  Account  of  them. 

x  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  ii.  §.  vi.  p.  16.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap, 
v.  xi.  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  23. 

y  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  24.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  v.  See  alfo  the 
Additions  to  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

z  Baxteri  Gloflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  30.  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  23. 
Dobbs’s  Eflay  on  the  Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  P.  ii.  p.  114. 

a  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  756.01a  autem  maritima  multis  flnubus,  et  navigabilibus  alueisperuia 
accolas  ad  navigationes  quodammodo  inuitat  et  provocat,  fed  innatte  deftdice  dulcedo  ita  detinet, 
ut  ofliatim  malint  vidtim  quaerere,  quam  honeflis  laboribus  paupertatem  repellere. 

b  Camdeni  Hibernia,  p.  7; 6.  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  chap.  v.  Dobbs’s  Eflay  on  the 
Trade  and  Improvement  of  Ireland,  P.  ii.  p.  6, 
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Ifthmus,  about  half  the  Size  of  Galway,  but  better  inhabited.  The  Soil  is 
good,  the  Climate  mild,  and  the  Situation  excellent  c.  The  Ocean  bounds  it 
on  the  North- Weft,  where  it  has  an  Extent  of  twenty  Leagues  of  Coaft,  in 
which  there  are  feveral  Creeks  and  Bays,  terminating  with  Cape  Lean,  rather 
Lainne,  which  in  Irifh  fignifies  a  Sword-blade,  or  the  Loup’s  Head,  the  North 
Entrance  of  the  River  Shannon,  by  which  it  is  walked  upon  the  South-Weft 
for  upwards  of  twenty  Leagues  more..  The  Town  of  Clare,  from  which  it 
receives  its  Name,  is  feated  upon  a  large  Bay,  full  of  fmall  Blands ;  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  higher  ftands  Ennis,  a  parliamentary  Borough.  It  is  evident  enough  from 
hence,  that  no  Country  can  be  better  difpofed  for  Commerce ;  but  we  have 
not  Light  fufficient  to  enter  into  a  more  particular  Defcription,  which  I 
fhould  otherwife  very  willingly  have  given,  and  which  Defeat  the  Surveys 
that  are  now  faid  to  be  making  will,  we  have  Reafon  to  expeift,  very  quickly 
fupply  d. 

It  is  now  prefumed  we  have  very  fully  proved  the  numerous  Benefits  that 
the  Blands  of  Britain  and  Ireland  derive  from  the  particular  Structure  of  their 
Coafts,  and  that  they  are  not  confined  to  particular  Parts,  but  either  extended 
by  Nature,  or  by  a  wife  Policy  may  be  extended,  to  every  Part  of  both. 
The  many  Advantages  arifing  to  the  Countries  adjacent  to  Ports  where  a 
great  Commerce  is  carried  on,  the  Lois  of  thofe  Advantages  whenever  fuch 
Ports  decline,  and  the  fudden  and  certain  Acquifitions  that  accrue  from  the 
reviving  or  opening  of  Harbours,  which  have  been  for  a  long  time  unobferved  or 
unemployed,  have  been  hiftorically  afterted,  and  the  Caufes  fo  far  explained, 
as  thoroughly  to  unite  the  Teftimonies  afforded  us  by  Reafon  and  Experience  e. 
It  is  poffible  fome  may  think  we  have  rather  been  too  copious,  and  that 
fewer  Inftances  might  have  fufficed.  Some  may  likewile  object  that  the  De¬ 
fcription  of  certain  Parts  of  the  Coaft  are  dry  and  unentertaining  j  and  this 
very  Objection  will  be  made  by  others  to  the  Parts  with  which  the  former 
Objectors  are  beft  pleafed  f'.  The  Point  was  not  to  gratify  any  particular 
Clafs  of  Readers,  but  to  ufe  our  utmoft  Endeavours  to  fatisfy  all ;  and  even 
where  the  Defcription  is  leaft  ftriking,  the  Deflgn  of  the  Chapter  is,  we  alfo  hope 

c  Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  chap.  xvi.  §.  v.  p.  128.  Additions  to  the  Englifli 
Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

d  Sir  William  Monfon,  who  was  an  excellent  Judge  of  thefe  Matters,  recommended  this  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Years  ago.  He  farther  advifed  improving  thefe  Havens,  building  Towns  near, 
and  encouraging  the  Natives  to  apply  themfelves  to  Fifhing,  Navigation,  and  Commerce,  as  the 
molt  effectual  Means  of  attaching  them  to  the  Englifh  Government. 

e  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vof.  i.  p.  304.  377.  313.  where  the  amazing  EfFefts 
of  the  Trade  at  Sunderland,  the  Mifchiefs  attending  the  Decay  of  Rye  and  Winchelfea,  and 
the  fudden  and  furprizing  Confequences  that  have  followed  the  making  fo  great  Improve¬ 
ments  at  Whitehaven,  are  prefented  to  the  Reader’s  Confideration. 

f  The  producing  a  few,  though  thefe  had  been  the  rnoft  ftriking  Examples,  might  have 
excited  a  Sufpicion  of  Partiality,  would  neceffarily  have  left  fome  material  Circumftances  unex¬ 
plained,  and  have  exhibited  no  manner  of  Proof,  that  all  Parts  of  Britain  and  Ireland  may  be 
rendered  alike  commercial,  which  is  the  principal  Point  in  view.  , 

beft 
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beft  purfued,  as  exhibiting  the  Deficiencies  which  are  yet  to  be  fupplied,  and 
the  Conquefts  tha4:  future  Induftry  is  to  make  g.  It  may  be  alfo  furmized 
that  there  is  a  certain  Samenefs  in  fome  of  our  Accounts  that  might  have  been 
avoided,  which  is  true  h.  But,  with  regard  to  FaCts  that  are  of  the  utmoft 
Importance,  no  Advocate  was  ever  cenfured  for  calling  feveral  Witneffes, 
though  they  all  of  them  fpoke,  and  indeed  muft  neceflarily  fpeak,  much  to 
the  fame  Purpofe. 

To  deal  with  the  Public  without  Referve  :  The  chief  Motive  of  our 
treating  fo  circumftantially  of  the  Ports  that  already  are,  or  may  be  hereafter 
made,  in  both  thefe  Chapters,  was  the  Defire  of  reprefenting  the  Capacity 
of  thefe  two  Iflands  for  Commerce,  in  the  fulled:  and  thonged:  Light  podible, 
fo  as  to  remove  even  the  flighted:  Doubt,  by  making  it  incontedibly  evident, 
that  they  are  in  all  RefpeCts  as  well  difpofed  for  entertaining  an  univerfal  Cor- 
refpondence  with  every  Part  of  the  Globe,  as  any  of  thofe  Iflands  were  for 
attaining  ledfer  Proportions  of  maritime  Power  and  Trade,  which  for  that 
Reafon  have  been  celebrated  by  Writers  ancient  or  modern,  and  of  the  mod: 
eminent  of  which  we  have  from  them  fuccinCtly  treated  h  If,  from  the  an¬ 
xious  Adiduity  ufed  in  thefe  Chapters,  the  Subject  fhall  be  more  clearly  under- 
flood,  and  fhall  for  the  future  merit  greater  Attention,  the  Pains  that  have 
been  taken  are  very  happily  beftowed  3  for  in  effecting  this,  or  even  by  fo 
much  as  opening  a  Way  to  its  being  effected,  I  am  thoroughly  fatisfied  a  mofl 
effentiai  Service  will  be  rendered  to  this  Nation,  as  nothing  can  contribute 
more  to  the  advancing  its  Power  and  Profperity  to  that  fublime  Degree  of 
Perfection  to  which  we  have  fhewn  it  is  fo  admirably  adapted,  and  for  which 
we  may  thence  conclude  it  is  dedgned,  and,  if  we  co-operate  in  properly  im¬ 
proving  the  Bleffmgs  indulgently  beftowed  by  Providence,  it  may  be  fpeedily 
as  well  as  certainly  exalted. 

That,  after  all,  there  may  remain  no  latent  Sufpicion  of  Singularity  in 
this  Notion,  or  Apprehendon  of  its  being  a  conjectural  Hypothelis,  I  will 
produce  the  Opinion  of  one  of  the  bed:  Judges  that  ever  wrote  upon  the 
SubjeCt.  A  Man,  whofe  immenfe  Fortune  was  the  EffeCt  of  his  immenfe 


g  By  explaining  in  fome  Degree  the  inexpreffible  Benefits  refulting  from  the  Care  and  Cod 
expended  in  fome  Places,  and  ffiewing  the  Difficulties  that  might  be  removed,  and  the  Difaders 
that  might  be  redreffed  by  embracing  Nature’s  kind  Offers,  in  many  others,  we  have  produced 
the  mod  perfuafive  Argument  to  the  mod  noble  Undertaking,  viz.  the  rendering  thefe  Idands 
alike  plentiful  and  populous  throughout. 

h  In  making  it  evident  the  Coal  Trade  has  been  equally  advantageous  on  the  Ead  and  Wed 
Side  of  the  Coad  of  South  Britain,  in  Wales,  and  is  beginning  to  be  fo  in  Ireland,  we  have  proved 
the  Propriety  of  encouraging  the  working  and  tranfporting,  that,  or  any  other  Commodity  of  a 
like  Nature,  where-ever  found,  which  a  dngle,  or  even  a  double  Indance  would  not  have 
done. 

1  See  the  third  Chapter  of  this  Book,  in  which,  with  a  View  to  this  Application,  that  Matter 
has  been  at  large  difcuffed. 
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Abilities,  who  fpent  his  whole  Life  in  Studies  of  this  Kind,  and  who  was  not 
more  attentive  to  his  private  Intereft  than  to  the  public  Welfare.  Thus  then 
this  great  Man  fpeaks k. 

*  The  Sea-line  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the*adjacent  Iflands, 

4  is  about  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  Miles,  according  to  which  Lengthy 

*  and  the  whole  Content  of  Acres,  the  faid  Land  would  be  an  oblong  or 
‘  paralellogram  Figure,  of  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  Miles  long,  and 
4  about  twenty-four  Miles  broad  j  and  confequently  every  Part  of  England, 

4  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  is,  one  with  another,  but  twelve  Miles  from  the 

*  Sea :  Whereas  France,  containing  but  about  one  thoufand  Miles  of  Sea-line, 

4  is,  by  the  like  Method  of  Computation,  about  lixty-five  Miles  from  the 
c  Sea-lide;  and  conf  dering  the  Paucity  of  Ports,  in  Comparifon  of  what  are 
4  in  the  King  of  England's  Dominions,  as  good  as  feventy  Miles  diftant  from- 
4  a  Port :  Upon  which  Grounds,  it  is  clear,  that  England  can  be  fupplied 
‘  with  all  grofs  and  bulky  Commodities,  of  foreign  Growth  and  Manufacture,. 
4  at  far  cheaper  Rates  than  France  can  be  *  viz.  at  about  four  Shillings  per 
4  Cent,  cheaper ;  the  Land  Carriage,  for  the  Difference  of  the  Diftance, 

4  between  England  and  France,  from  a  Port,  being  fo  much,  or  near 
4  thereabouts.  Now  to  what  Advantage  this  Conveniency  amounteth,  upom 

*  the  Importation  and  Exportation  of  bulky  Commodities,  cannot  be  lefs- 
4  than  the  Labour  of  one  Million  of  People,  &c.  meaning  by  bulky  Com- 
4  modities,  all  Sorts  of  Timber,  Plank,  and  Staves  for  Cafk;  all  Iron*. 
4  Lead,  Stones,  Bricks,  and  Tiles,  for  Building  *  all  Corn,  Salt,  and 

4  Drinks ;  all  Flefh  and  Fifh  ;  and  indeed  all  other  Commodities,  wherein- 
4  the  Gain  and  Lofs  of  four  Shillings  per  Cent,  is  confiderable.’ 

The  Caufes  which  this  Gentleman  affigns,  and  the  Cafe  he  has  Rated 
by  Way  of  Illuftration,  may  well  fuffice  towards  making  this  Topic  equally 
clear  and  certain  5  though,  if  it  were  neceffary,  many  more  Authorities  and 
Confirmations  might  be  produced  from  a  Variety  of  Works  in  different 
Languages.  But  in  Reality,  This,  like  all  other  great  Truths,  being  once 
fairly  reprefented,  brings  with  it,  fuch  a  Weight  of  Evidence,  to  the  Mind  of  an 
impartial  Judge,  that  it  would  be  equally  tedious  and  troublefome  to  infift 
farther  upon  what,  perhaps,  nobody  will  deny. 

k  Sir  William  Petty’s  Eflays  in  Political  Arithmetic,  p.  238,  239. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  fever al  Iflands  that  are  fcattered  round  BRITAIN  another  Jingular 
t  Advantage.  Their  having  been,  many  of  them,  fo  long  neglected \  no  Prejudice 
in  rejpelt  to  their  Capacity  for  Improvement .  The  Truth  of  which  is  as  ca¬ 
pable  of  Support  f?-om  Hijftory ,  as  of  being  maintained  by  Reafon.  This  Prero¬ 
gative,  hitherto  in  a  great  Meafure  unexerted ,  may  be  rendered  highly  bene¬ 
ficial  to  this  Country ,  in  the  prejent  Conjuncture  more  especially.  The  Method 
in  which  this  curious  and  copious  Subje£l  will  be  treated. 

TH  E  happy  Difpofition  of  our  Rivers,  the  advantageous  Form  of  our 
Coafts,  are,  as  we  have  feen,  Circumftances  pregnant  with  Variety  of 
ineitimable  Benefits  to  this  Country  ;  but  there  frill  remains  another  Prero¬ 
gative  lefs  attended  to  than  either  of  the  former,  probably  becaufe  the  Confe- 
quences  of  it  being  not  fo  apparent,  have  occafioned  it  to  be  lefs  generally  under¬ 
hood.  This  is  the  Number  of  finaller  Iflands,  of  very  different  Sizes,  that 
lie,  fome  at  a  larger,  fome  at  a  lefler  Diftance  from  This ;  which  therefore,  in 
regard  to  them,  may  be  confidered  as  a  Continent.  It  was  from  hence, 
the  graved:  Authors  of  Antiquity,  ufing  a  figurative  Stile,  called  Britain, 
emphatically,  the  Great  Island,  and  Another  World,  that  is,  another 
Continent;  and  later  Writers,  in  the  lofty  Language  of  the  Poets,  flile  her 
Queen  of  the  Isles,  which  we  flhall  endeavour  to  prove  fomething  more 
than  a  mere  Title  a.  Though  naturally,  in  moft  refpedts,  equal,  yet  in  a  long 
Courfe  of  Years,  rather  from  a  Concurrence  of  Accidents  than  by  any  politi¬ 
cal  Contrivance,  fome  of  thefelfles,  as  we  {hall  hereafter  fee,  are  wonderfully 
improved though  fome  are  in  a  worfe  State  at  this  Day  than  old  Iliftorians 
reprefent  them  to  have  been  in  remoter  Ages  h. 


a  Dion.  Alex,  in  Orbis  Defcriptione,  ver.  563,  et  feq.  ArifHdes  in  Oratione  ASgyptiaca.  The 
Author  of  the  Book  de  Mundo,  which  has  been  afcribed  to  Ariftotle,  in  f  is  third  Chapter,  where 
he  tells  us  Albion  and  Ierne  are  called  the  Britifh  Illes.  C.  Julii  Solini  Polyhiftor,  cap.  xxv. 
The  Author  of  the  Panegyric  to  Conflantius,  falfely  infcribed  to  Maximinian,  fays,  the  Dictator 
Julius  Cacfar  wrote  to  the  Senate  he  had  found  another  World,  which  he  thought  of  inch  Extent, 
as  that  it  might  be,  with  greater  Propriety,  faid  to  be  embraced  than  furrounded  by  the  Ocean. 
He  mull  therefore  have  comprehended  in  this  Defcription  all  that  depended  on  Biitain.  That 
this  is  more  than  a  Conjecture  appears  from  one  of  our  molt  anticnt  and  authentic  Hiftorians 
(Ethelwerdi  Chronic,  lib.  iv.  cap.  iv.),  who,  fpeaking  of  a  Paffage  to  Ireland,  fays,  this  I (land 
was,  by  the  great  Julius  Caefar,  called  Britannides.  Ptolemy,  on  the  fame  Principle,  calls  Iie- 
land  Little  Britain. 

b  Diod.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  cap.  2.  p.  209.  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  175,  176.  iv.  p.  201. 
Corn.  Tacit,  in  Vita  Julii  Agricolae.  Plin.  Hill.  Natural,  lib.  iv.  cap.  j.  6.  Pompjn.  Mel.  de  Situ 
Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  vi.  and  many  more  who  might  be  cited,  who  yet  could  have  known  nothing 
of  thefe  Ifles,  if  they  had  not  been  inhabited,  and  vilited  by  Traders  in  thofe  Times. 
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The  Deduction  manifeftly  flowing  from  hence  is,  that  they  may  be  all, 
through  an  afliduous  and  well  conducted  Application,  brought  into  the  fame 
happy  Condition.  For  it  would  be  prepofterous  and  abfurd,  while  we  main¬ 
tain,  as  a  Principle  of  Law,  that  no  Length  of  Time  can  bar  the  Right  of 
the  Crown,  to  furmife  that  any  Period  of  Inadtion  fhould,  in  Policy,  preclude 
the  juft  Claims  of  the  Nation.  She,  at  prefent,  enjoys  the  Profits  fpringing 
from  the  due  Employment  of  feveral  of  thefe  Handmaids,  and  has  there¬ 
fore  Reafon  to  expeft  none  of  the  reft  fhould  be  left  idle  c.  The  Gifts  of 
Providence  wear  the  Stamp  and  Cognizance  of  H  I M  from  whom  they 
come ;  and  derive  their  Excellence  from  the  State  in  which  He  has  placed 
them.  It  may  be,  in  certain  Ages,  the  Want  of  fufficient  Lights,  the  un¬ 
toward  Situation  of  Things,  the  Misfortunes  confequent  from  an  ill  adjufted 
or  ill  adminiftered  Government,  might  render  any  Attempts  of  this  Sort 
hopelefs,  if  not  fruitlefs  But  fuch  is  the  Beneficence  of  the  Supreme 
Power,  that  his  Bleflings  do  not  either  perilh  or  lofe  their  Value  by  not  being 
employed.  They  remain,  though  they  remain  undifcerned  in  fuch  Days  of 
Darknefs,  and  are  referved,  as  the  hidden  Treafures  of  divine  Bounty,  to 
reward  the  intelligent  Labours  of  thofe,  who  improve  the  Talents  they  have 
received  from  the  fame  Hand,  by  the  indefatigable  Study  of  his  Works. 

We  have  already  reprefented,  in  the  cleared:  Terms  we  were  able,  the  Advan¬ 
tages  infeparable  from  an  infular  Situation,  which,  as  we  have  fhewn  from 
Fadts,  and  thefe,  in  political  Reafoning,  are  allowed  to  be  that  kind  of  Evi¬ 
dence  which  is  moft  inconteftible,  frequently  ballance,  nay  fometimes  over¬ 
come,  all  the  Difadvantages  of  Climate  and  of  Soil  j  and  this  to  a  Degree 
that  Experience  only  could  force  us  to  think  credible  e.  It  can  therefore  be 
no  Objection  to  this  general  Dodtrine,  That  all  Iflands  are  capable  of  being 
converted  into  comfortable  Habitations,  if  thofe  who  dwell  in  them  are  under 
a  wife  Government ;  that  fome  of  them  have  an  unpromifing  Appearance, 
much  lefs  that  they  have  continued  through  Ages  unnoticed  and  inconfider- 


c  There  is  not  an  Ifiand,  indeed  fcarce  a  Rock,  upon  the  Coafls,  which  bears  not  vifible  Marks 
of  its  being  formerly  inhabited.  Was  it,  that  the  Continent  of  Britain  was  then  fo  full  of  People 
that  they  were  under  a  Neceffity  of  fettling  thefe  Illes  and  Illets  ?  Or,  was  this  Country  peopled 
from  them  ?  Or,  had  they  better  Notions  than  we  of  the  Advantages  refulting  from  their  Situa¬ 
tion  ?  At  all  Events,  if  they  were  peopled,  they  may  be  again  peopled. 

d  In  Times  of  general  Confufion,  the  remoter  Parts  of  every  Empire  decline  firft,  and  are 
lad  recovered.  The  civil  DifTentions  in  the  Government  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  as 
might  be  eafily  proved  from  Hiflory,  have  been  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  Countries  than  to  the 
Inhabitants.  The  Fens  in  the  fird,  the  Heaths  and  Moors  in  the  fecond,  and  the  Bogs  in  the  lad, 
arofe  from  thefe.  Analogy  teaches  thefe  Ifles  have  been  ruined  the  fame  Way. 

e  We  have  produced  Examples  enough  of  this  in  the  third  Chapter,  and  fhall,  occafionally, 
mention  fome  others,  though  any  fmgle  Indance  might  fuffice  ;  for  what  is  done  in  one  Part  of 
the  World  may  be  done  in  another  :  And  if  the  Inhabitants  of  an  Ifiand  are  free,  or,  which  is 
better,  if  the  Ifle  is  fmall,  dependent  on  a  mild  Government,  in  a  Country  capable  of  pro¬ 
tecting  them,  they  may  be  rendered  both  populous  and  profperous  in  a  high  Degree. 
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able;  for  the  one  accounts  for  the  other ;  and  yet  we  may  truly  aftert,  that 
few  Blands  can  be  afiigned  fo  deftitute  of  Conveniences,  as  that  we  cannot 
point  out  others  deficient  in  as  many  Particulars,  which  have  been  fo  dilpofed, 
by  human  Induftry,.  as  to  become  the  Seats  of  Profit,  Power,  and  Pleafure. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  though  I  might  quote  fome  great  Authorities  on  the 
Subject,  what  Homer  had  in  View  when  he  chofe  the  Monarch  of  Ithaca  f 
for  his  Model  of  Wifdom,  fince  whatever  it  was,  that  Inftance  could  not  be 
more  applicable  to  his  Purpofe  than  it  is  to  mine  g. 

But  if,  in  Anfwer  to  what  has  been  advanced,  any  fhould  allege,  that 
Want  and  Distress  fharpen  Men’s  Inventions,  and  enable  them  to  adorn 
the  very  Rocks  to  which  they  are  confined ;  the  Reply  is  eafy,  that  Virtue 
and  Prudence  may  in  this,  as  in  many  other  Cafes,  improve  the  Lessons 
that  were  firft  given  to  Mankind  by  Necessity  L  An  Ifland,  however 
fmall,  may,  as  we  have  already  feen,  become  the  Seat  of  a  great  maritime 
City,  and  the  Capacity  of  erecting  many  of  thefe,  if  we  can  fhew  it  to  be 
in  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  is  undoubtedly,  what  we  have  ftiled  it,  a 
very  glorious  Prerogative  k  A  Prerogative  Angularly  beneficial  to  a  mari¬ 
time  Power,  as  inverting  her  with  the  Means  of  creating,  at  Pleafure,  a 
multitude  of  fubordinate  States ;  fo  near,  as  that  Ihe  may  at  all  Seafons 
command  their  Afiiftance ;  fo  conftituted,  as  that  they  muft  always  be  depen¬ 
dant  upon,  and  fo  connected,  that  the  greatert  Part  of  the  Wealth  they 
acquire  muft  conftantly  and  neceffarily  reft  with  HER.  But  when  we  confider 
farther  this  maritime  Empire  already  fo  much  extended,  as  not  only  to 
excite  the  Envy,  but  alfo  to  provoke  the  Jealoufy,  of  her  moft  potent  Neigh¬ 
bours,  this  Prerogative  appears  in  a  ftill  rtronger  Light,  and  may  be  well  pre¬ 
fumed  to  be  the  Refource  indicated  by  Nature,  and  which  therefore  muft 
prove  fully  fufticient  for  the  Support  of  this  naval  Dominion,  and  rendering 

f  Homer.  Iliad.  B.  OdyfT.  A.  Virg.  ASneid.  lib.  iii.  Pomp.  Melae  de  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  ii. 
cap.  vii.  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  Plate  ix.  Ithaca  is  not  a  tenth  Part  of  the  Size 
of  our  Ifle  of  Wight.  It  is  true  Ulyftes  had  alfo  Cephalonia  and  Zacynthus,  but  his  whole 
Dominions  were  not  quite  as  big  as  Hertfordlhire. 

g  Strabon.  Geograph,  lib.  i.  p.  17.  where  he  afterts  that  Homer’s  Intention  was  to  reprefent  the 
Character  of  a  perfect  Prince.  Heraclidis  Pontici  Allegorise  Homeri  apud  Galei  Opufc.  Mytho- 
log.  p.  495.  where  this  Point  is  fully  explained.  Ariftotelis,  liber  de  Poetica,  cap.  viii.  where 
he  celebrates  the  Odyfley  as  a  moft  complete  Poem,  and  Ulyftes,  in  other  Parts  of  his  Works,  as 
an  accompli  Hied  Monarch. 

h  A  critical  Reader  may  very  poftibly  objeCt,  that  if  the  Inhabitants  of  any  of  our  Iflands  are 
in  a  low  Condition,  their  own  fharp  Feelings  will  in  Time  teach  them^better  than  any  other  Pre¬ 
ceptors,  how  to  extricate  themfelves.  But  in  Anfwer  to  this,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  contented 
Poverty  is  a  very  unenterprizing  Difpofttion,  and  that  thofe  who  are  not  blefted  with  this,  leave 
fuch  Ides  to  thofe  whom  the  Love  of  their  Country  has  taught  it. 

»  I  mean  by  Prerogative,  an  inherent  Privilege  beftowed  by  Nature,  that  is,  the  Providence 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  in  the  Diftribution  of  Land  and  Sea,  and  the  Difpofttion  of  Countries, 
with  a  Fitnefs  for  certain  Purpofes ;  the  Difcorery,  Improvement,  and  Perfection  of  which, 
depends  upon  the  Prudence  of  their  Inhabitants,  and  on  the  Attention  of  their  Governors  more 
cfpecially. 

it 
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it  as  permanent  and  folid  as  it  is  iplendid  and  honourable  K  But  inftead  of 
dwelling  on  its  Confequences,  our  immediate  buflnefs  is  to  prove  that  BRI¬ 
TAIN  really  poffeffes  this  Prerogative. 

The  mod  convenient,  if  not  the  fhortert  Way  of  doing  this,  is  to  take  a 
View  of  the  mod  conflderable  Iilands  with  which  Great  Britain  is  inverted, 
which  feem  to  be  the  Outworks  placed  by  Providence  for  the  Security  of  this 
great  Country;  and  which,  if  properly  improved,  may,  as  we  have  fuggefted, 
make  their  Mother  Isle  invincible  to  her  Enemies,  and  fuperior  to  her  Ri¬ 
vals!.  We  muft,  in  order  to  do  this  fo  as  to  be  intelligible*  touch  various 
Points  in  reference  to  of  their  Geography,  Natural,  Civil,  and  Commercial 
Hirtory;  but,  we  -dertre  it  may  be  remembred  that  we  touch  them  only  in 
regard  to  this  particular  Purpofe,  for  to  make  an  ample  Defcription  of  them  in 
all  Refpedts  is  the  proper  Buflnefs,  and  has  been,  in  part  at  lead,  executed  by 
others,  though  never  indeed  in  fo  full  and  accurate  Manner  as  it  deferved ; 
for.  If  it  had,  the  very  End  of  this  Chapter  had  been  long  ago  fuperfeded. 
But  perhaps  the  Time  may  come,  and  our  great  Aim  is  to  accelerate  its 
Approach,  when  this,  in  its  fullert  Extent,  fhall  be  with  Accuracy  per¬ 
formed  m.  At  prefent,  all  that  is  dedred  of  the  Reader,  is  to  condder  this 
Political  Survey  of  our  Elands  attentively ;  to  compare  the  natural  Advantages 
pf  thofe  that  are  already  cultivated  with  thofe  that  have  been  fo  long  flighted; 
and  to  meafure  the  Benedts  that  may  be  reafonably  expected  from  the  latter, 
by  thofe  that  have  been,  and  are  actually  reaped  from  the  former.  His  own 
Reflections  will  then  projedt  a  Light  upon  the  Subject,  and  enable  him, 
perhaps,  to  form  many  rtronger  Arguments  than  we  are  able  to  offer,  in 
favour  of  that  Attention  which  we  endeavour  to  befpeak,  and  which,  whenever 
it  is  beftowed,  will  be  attended  with  effects  fuperior  to  any  thing  we  are  able 
to  conceive. 

k  This  therefore  appears  to  be  the  proper  Seafon  for  examining  clofely  into  this  Matter,  and 
inquiring  how  thefe  hitherto  negleCied  Parts  of  the  Britifh  Empire  may  be  brought  to  bear  a 
Proportion  in  the  Support  of  the  common  Interelf,  which  is  the  principal  Reafon  this  Labour 
has  been  beftowed,  from  the  Hopes  that  the  great  Expediency  of  it  will  at  once  facilitate  and 
render  it  acceptable. 

1  If  we  conftder  all  Circumftances  attentively,  it  is  for  the  mutual  Benefit  of  thofe  who  dwell 
in  thefe  fmaller  Iftes  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Britain,  that  they  fhould  be  put  into  a  better  State 
than  they  are  :  Ragged  unimproved  Rocks  dishonour  the  Country  to  which  they  belong  ;  but 
being  cultivated,  Manufactures  introduced,  Towns  raifed,  Ports  opened,  and  Correfpondence 
eftabliftied,  which  nan  be  only  done  by  the  Attention,  Protection,  and  Encouragement,  of  the 
blot  her  Country,  the  Confequences  will  certainly  make  good  the  antient  and  modern  Etymolo¬ 
gies.  The  Britons,  in  their  own  Language,  called  this  Innis  Mor,  i.  e.  the -Great  Illand,  as 
did  the  Greeks;  the  Romans,  another  World;  and,  from  the  complete  Union  of  all  its  Parts, 
may  this  be  ever  truly  ftiled  Great  Britain  ! 

m  Such  a  Work,  of  which  we  pretend  only  to  give  the  Outline,  would  ftiew  we  have  many 
valuable  Commodities  in  almoft  every  one  of  thefe  negleCIed  Illands. 
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In  order  to  execute  this  Plan  methodically,  we  will  fpeak  of  thefe  Blands 
in  the  following  Order :  Firffc  of  thofe  dependant  upon  South  Britain ;  next 
of  fuch  as  formerly  belonged  to  the  Duchy  of  Normandy ;  then  of  the  Ille 
of  Man;  after  that  of  the  Weflern  Illands  belonging  to  North  Britain;  and 
laflly  of  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  Blands.  Thus  wc  lhall  gradually  advance 
from  thofe  that  are  neared:  and  bed  known,  to  thofe  that  are  mod  remote, 
and  with  which,  to  their  great  Misfortune,  and  the  public  Detriment,  we 
have  been  hitherto  but  very  little  acquainted.. 


Section  L 

Of  the  Ifands  dependant  upon  South  Britain 

HA  M  Ey  Situatioriy  and  Extent  of  the  Ifle  of  Wihty  or  Wight.  Slice  in  A 
Hiflory  of  it  from  the  moft  ancient  Times.  Climate ,  Soil,  and  Produce. 

Comparative  View  of  this  with  refpehi  to  fome  other  Ifands.  Propofals  for 
farther  Improvements.  The  like  Particulars  in  regard  to  the  Scillyy  or 
Sylley  Ifands.  Conf derations  on  their  great  Importance.  Hints  as  to  the 

numerous  Advantages  that  might  be  drawn  from  them.  Acccount  of  Mona9 
now  Anglefeyy  the  original  Seat  of  the  Britif  Druids.  The  fingular  Changes 
this  Country  has  undergone.  Happy  Poftiony  admirable  Fertility ,  and  other 
natural  Benefits.  Pafl  and  prefent  Condition .  in  Reference  to  AgriculturCy 
Manufa&ureSy  and  Commerce.  Mifcellaneous ■  Remarks. 

WE  will  begin  then,  as  is  natural,  with  that  which  is  the  mod  conliderable 
and  neared  adjoining  to  the  South  Coad  of  Britain,  the  Ifle  of 
Wight.  This  feems  to  have  been  called,  by  the  ancient  Britons,  Ui'd:,  the 
Diminutive  of  Uig,  which  flgnifies  an  Bland  a.  Hence  the  Romans,  imi¬ 
tating,  as  their  Cuflom  was,  the  Sound  of  the  Britifli  Word,  filled  it  Vidtis,. 
VedtiSy  and  Vedtah.  A  Greek  Writer,  coming  nearer  to  the  Britifli  Name, 
calls  it  Idta  c.  The  Saxons,  Wiht,  or  Wihte,  and  Wightland,  becaufe  pof- 
i^fled  by  the  Jutes,  called  fometimes  Vitas  and  Viti,  as  well  as  Juti  whence 
in  the  modern  Welch,  it  appears  to  be  diled  Guith,  which,  becaufe  it  flg¬ 
nifies  disjoined  or  divorced,  fome  have  thought  a  very  flgnificant  Appellation  e; 

a  Baxteri  Gloftarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  247,  248.  relying  on  the  great  Skill  of 
the  Author  in  Etymologies,  and  the  apparent  Conformity  between  U'i'6t  and  Vedta. 

b  Sueton.  in  Vefpatiano.  Plin;  Hilt.  Nat.  lib.  iv.  cap.  16.  Claudii  Ptolemaei  Geograph,  lib. 
viii.  cap.  2.  Eutrop.  Hi  ft.  Rom.  lib.  vii.  Bed.  Hift.  Ecclef.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 
c  Diodor.  Sicul.  Biblioth.  Hift.  lib.  v.  cap.  ii.  p.  209. 

d  Chron;  Saxon,  p.  18,  19.  Leg.  Edwardi  ConfelT.  cap.  35.  Alured.  Beverlac.  lib.  vi.  p. 
38.  Stapleton,  in  che  Margin  of  his  Tranftation  of  Bede,  obferves,  that  the  Jutes  were  called 
Wites.  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  394. 

c  Nennii  Hift.  Brit.  cap.  ii.  Leland.  Commentar.  in  CygneamCantionem,  p.  90.  Harri foil’s 
Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  31.  Speed’s  Briiifh  Empire,  fob  15.  Lewis’s  Hiftory  of  Great- 
Britain,  p.  231.  who  remarks,  that  Guyth  ftgnifles  not  only  feparated,  but  a  Thing  in  Sight. 

c  but 
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but  the  former  Account,  though  more  modern,  is  however  more  natural,  and 
therefore  feems  to  come  nearer’ the  Truth. 

It  is  feparated  from  Hampfhire  by  a  fmall  Arm  of  the  Sea,  called  antiently 
the  Solent,  which  is,  in  fome  Places,  twelve,  in  others  feven,  in  mod;  about 
four  Miles  broad,  except  at  the  Strait  between  Sharpnor  and  Hurft  Cattles, 
where  it  is  not  quite  two  ft  This  Illand  is,  or  rather  was,  of  an  oval  Form, 
and  from  thence  faid  to  refemble  an  Egg;  and  in  Length,  from  Eatt  to 
Weft,  was  anciently  thirty  Miles,  at  prefent  twenty-three  at  moft  ;  in 
Breadth,  from  North  to  South,  twelve ;  in  Circumference,  ttxty  g.  The 
South  Side  of  the  Ifland,  which  is  oppofed  to  France,  is  naturally  fortified 
by  exceeding  fteep  Cliffs,  and,  where-ever  thefe  are  wanting,  Forts  and 
Blockhoufes  have  been  built. 

There  are  alfo  large  and  dangerous  Banks  of  Sand  on  the  North  Side 
called  the  Horfe,  No  Man’s  Land,  and  the  Brambles ;  on  the  Weft  Side  a 
long  Ridge  of  Rocks  ;  and,  nearer  the  Shore,  the  Needles ;  on  the  South 
Atherfeld  Rocks,  Challarme,  and  Done  Mofs  ;  to  the  Eaft  again,  the  Black 
Rocks,  the  Mixon,  and  the  White  Cliff,  afford  a  kind  of  natural  and  effec¬ 
tual  Barrier  againft  all  Invaders  K 

A  long  Ridge  of  Hills  runs  from  Weft  to  Eaft.  The  Country  on  the 
South  Side  is  wonderfully  rich  and  fertile,  producing  vaft  Quantities  of  excel¬ 
lent  Corn ;  fome  fay,  in  one  good  Year  as  much  as  will  ferve  the  Inhabitants 
feven  k  The  Middle  and  mountainous  Part  of  the  Illand  has  fome  Wood, 
and  Abundance  of  fine  Grafs,  which  nourifhes  a  vaft  Number  of  Sheep, 
and  their  Fleece  is  not  inferior  to  any  in  Great  Britain,  except  thofe  of  Cotl- 
would  and  Lempfter  K  Cattle,  Fowl,  and  Fifh,  are  equally  good,  and,  except 

i  Lsland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  Hi.  fol.  79.  Polyd.  Vergil.  Hill.  Anglic,  p.  18.  Harrifon’s  Defcrip- 
tion  of  Britain,  p.  31.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  197. 

g  Beds  Hilt.  Ecclef.  Gent  Anglor.  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  Chronicon  Fani  S.  Neoti,  five  Jo.  Aflerii 
Annal.  ap.  Gale,  xx  fcript.  tom.  i.  p.  142.  Lelandi  Commentar.  in  Cygneam  Cantionem,  p.  90. 
Polyd.  Vergil.  Hill.  Anglic,  p.  18,  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  31.  Brome’s  Travels 
over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  P.  iii.  p.  265. 

h  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  15.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  285.  Cutler’s 
Coafting  Pilot,  p.  11.  It  looks  as  if  thefe  Rocks,  Shoals,  and  Sands,  were  Remnants  of  the 
Land  belonging  to  this  Ifland  when  thirty  Miles  long,  and  fhaped  like  an  Egg,  as  ancient  Au¬ 
thors  defcribe  it.  Add  to  this  that  in  the  Irifh,  and,  if  I  miftake  not  in  the  Armoric,  an  Egg  is 
called  Uig  or  Ugh,  which  has  no  fmall  Refemblance  to  Vetta  in  the  Sound,  nor  is  it  altogether 
unlike  in  Orthography. 

i  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  31.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Speed’s  Britifli 
Empire,  fol.  15.  Collier’s  Hiflorical  and  Geographical  Dictionary,  under  the  Article  Wight,  vol. 
2.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  P.  iii.  p.  265. 

k  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  15.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baco- 
nica,  p.  51.  Collier,  under  Wight,  vol.  ii.  Brome’s  Travels  over  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  P.  iii.  p.  266. 


in 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  457 

in  Time  of  War,  when  the  Ifland  is  crowded  with  People,  cheap.  There  were 
likewife  two  Parks,  but  one  of  thefe  is  now  converted  into  arable  Land, 
and  a  Foreft,  ftored  with  excellent  Venifonj  to  which  when  we  add,  that  the 
Climate  is  fo  mild  that  Myrtles  grow  in  the  open  Air,  and  fo  wholfome 
(except  towards  the  Eaftern  Extremity,  where  Agues  are  very  common)  that 
the  People  are  generally  healthy,  and  live  frequently  to  a  great  Age,  we 
may  be  juftified  in  faying,  that  few  Places  can  boaft  of  being  more  plentiful 
or  more  pleafant  h 

I  t  is  admirably  watered  in  every  Part  by  Springs,  Brooks,  or  Rivers. 
The  famous  Road  of  St.  Helens  lies  on  the  North-Eaft  Side  of  the  Ifland, 
where  the  Sea  enters  fo  deep,  as  almoft  to  cut  off  one  Part ;  the  moll  Eaftern 
Promontory  of  which  is  Benbridge  Point,  and  that  Extremity  obtains  the 
Name  of  Benbridge  Ifle  m.  There  is  another  large  Opening  about  the  Mid¬ 
dle,  on  the  North  Side,  where  the  River  Cowes  falls  into  the  Sea,  and  forms 
a  Harbour,  defended  formerly  by  two  ftrong  Caftles  called  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Cowes,  but  the  latter  only  is  now  Handing  n.  About  four  Miles  up 
this  River  Hands  Newport,  the  Capital  of  the  Ifle,  in  which  there  are,  at 
prefent,  between  three  and  four  thoufand  Inhabitants :  It  is  a  neat  Town, 
built  with  Stone,  to  which  Veflels  of  a  fmall  Burden  come  up  3  and  being 
called  in  Latin  Medena,  the  Ifland  is  on  that  Account  divided  into  the  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  Eaft  Meden  and  Weft  Meden.  About  a  Mile  from  thence  Hands  Carel- 
brook  Caftle,  upon  a  high  Rock  To  the  Weft  of  Newport  Haven  lies 
that  of  Newton,  which,  notwithftanding  it  is  now  inconfiderable,  was  here¬ 
tofore  alfo  a  pretty  good  Town  5  and  Hill  farther  to  the  Weft  lies  the  Caftle 
and  Town  of  South  Yarmouth,  where  the  Sea  enters  %  again  into  the  Land, 
and  penetrates  within  a  Mile  of  the  South  Coaft.  The  Ifland  being  here  as 
much  interfe&ed  as  at  the  Eaftern  Extremity,  as  that  is  ftiled  Benbridge,  fo 
this  is  called  Frefliwater  Ifle  p. 

The  Hiftory  of  this  Ifland  does  not,  ftri&ly  fpeaking,  fall  within  our  Plan; 
but  we  fhali  give  it  fuccindly  neverthelefs,  as  it  will  throw  much  Light  upon 
fome  Parts  of  the  Subjedt.  It  was  not  fubdued  by  the  Romans  until  the 

1  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  31.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Speed’s  Britifli 
Empire,  fol.  15.  See  alfo  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Second  Song,  where 
we  have  a  fine  poetical  Picture  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  which  is  at  once  cor  reft  and  elegant, 
Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  51.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  285.  Brome’s  Travels,  P. 
iii.  p.  265. 

m  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  15.  Collier’s  Dictionary  under 
Wight,  vol  ii. 

“  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  79.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.198.  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire, 
fol.  15.  Brome’s  Travels,  P.  iii.  p.  267. 

0  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  79.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire, 
fol.  15.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  285. 

p  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Speed’s  Britifli  Empire,  fol.  15.  Collier’s  Dictionary  under 
Wight,  vol.  ii. 
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Reign  of  the  Emperor  Claudius  j  when  Vefpafian,  who  commanded  with 
great  Succefs  and  Reputation  for  him  in  Britain,  reduced  it  q.  According  to 
lome  it  revolted  again,  and  was  again  reduced  by  Adrian  r.  When  Aledlus, 
who  murdered  Caraulius,  and  thereby  gained  a  fhort-lived  Sovereignty  in 
Britain,  apprehended  Conftantius  Chlorus  would  invade  him  from  Gaul,  he 
anchored  with  his  Fleet  at  this  Illand,  fuppoling  he  fhould  have  been  able  to 
intercept  any  naval  Armament  before  it  could  reach  Britain.  But  Conftantius 
palling  by  with  his  Squadron  unperccived  in  hazy  Weather,  and  landing  his 
Forces,  Aledlus  (laying  aiide  his  Purple)  fled  precipitately,  and  was  killed  in 
the  Routes.  The  Saxons,  then  in  the  Roman  Service,  firft  vifited  Britain  in 
this  Fleet :  Henceforward,  improving  in  maritime  Skill  and  Force,  they 
meditated  the  Conqueft  which  they  afterwards  atchieved.  Cerdic,  the  firfl: 
Monarch  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  fubdued  Vedla,  with  prodigious  Slaughter  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  bellowed  it  on  his  two  Nephews,  Stufo  and  Wihtgar, 
who  peopled  it  with  Jutes L  Wolpher,  King  of  the  Mercians,  took  it  from 
them,  and  bellowed  it  upon  his  Godfon  Edelwach,  King  of  the  South  Saxons, 
in  Trull  that  he  would  convert  the  People  to  Chriftianity*  which  however 
he  could  not  eflfedt  u.  Cedwall,  the  great  Monarch  of  the  Weft  Saxons, 
attempted  and  completed  their  Reduction,  and  was  on  the  Point  of  extermi¬ 
nating  them,  if  he  had  not  been  appeafed  by  Wilfrid,  who  had  been  Bi- 
ftiop  of  York,  and  was  then  of  Selfey,  to  whom  he  gave  one  fourth  of 
the  Bland,  which  amounted  to  three  hundred  Houfeholds,  or,  as  a  Saxon 
Writer  w  underftands  that  Phrafe,  three  hundred  Hides  of  Land.  Tofti, 
Brother,  but  for  all  that  an  inveterate  Enemy  to  King  Harold,  in  the  Ihort 
Reign  of  this  Prince  plundered  the  Ille  with  a  piratical  Squadron  which  he 
commanded 

Under  William  the  Norman,  Fitzolborne,  Earl  Marlhal  and  of  Hertford, 
conquered  it,  and  was  ftiled  Lord  of  the  Ille  of  Wight  y.  His  Son  having 

s  Sueton.  in  Vefpafiano,  cap.  iv.  Eutrop.  Hill.  Roman,  lib.  vii.  Bedae  Ecclef.  Hill.  Gent. 
Anglor.  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 

r  Hedlor.  Boethii  Scotorum  Hill.  lib.  v.  fol.  76.  Lambarde’s  Hillorical  and  Topographical 
Dictionary,  p.  395. 

s  Eutropii  Hill.  Roman,  lib.  ix.  Eumenii  Panegyricus  ad  Conltantium..  Pontici  Virunnii  Hill. 
Briton,  lib.  v. 

1  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  A.  D.  530.  534.  Alured.  Beverlacenlis  Annal.  lib.  vi.  Johannis 
de  Fordun  Scotichronicon,  lib.  iii.  fol.  53.  Lelandi  Collectanea,  tom.  ii.  p.  252  From  this 
Wihtgar  the  principal  Place  in  the  Ifland  was  called  Wihtgarabyrig,  Wihtgari  Caltellum 
afterwards  Carelbrook  Callle,  which  is  Rill  reputed  (though  now  much  decayed)  the  Relidence 
of  the  Governor. 

«  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  A.  D.  661.  Henrici  Huntingdun.  Hilt.  lib.  i.  Lelandi  ColleClanea 
tom.  ii.  p.  147. 

w  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  A.  D.  686.  Bedae  Ecclef.  Hill.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  iv.  cap.  16.  Le¬ 
landi  Commentar.  in  Cygneam  Cantionem,  p.  90. 

x  Aluredi  Beverlacenlis  Annal.  lib.  ix.  Simonis  Dunelmenfis  Hillor.  A.  D.  1066.  Lelandi 
ColleClanea,  tom.  ii.  p.  195. 

x  Gulielm.  Gemet.  p.  282.  Qderic.  Vital.  Hill.  Ecclef.  p.  521.  Roger  Hovedon,  p.  258. 
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forfeited  for  Treafon,  Henry  the  Firft  granted  it  to  Ricardus  de  Ripariis, 
Redvears,  or  Rivers  z  •  and,  in  fucceeding  Times,  King  John  retired  hither  to 
avoid  the  Barons  a.  In  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  Ifabella  de  Fortibus, 
Widow  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  and  Heirefs  of  the  Family  of  Rivers, 
Earls  of  the  Ille  of  Wight,  or  rather  her  Daughter  Aveline,  fold  or  exchanged 
it,  though  very  unwillingly,  with  the  Crown  b. 


That  Monarch  being  thus  poftefted  of  the  Ifland,  appointed  John  Fitz- 
Thomas  to  govern  it,  with  the  Title  of  Conftable,  and  ailigned  him  alfo  the 
keeping  of  Carefbrook  Caftle  :  And  indeed  it  appears,  that  whenever  this  Hie 
was  thought  in  Danger,  the  King,  or,  by  his  Authority,  the  Sheriff  of  Hants, 
named  a  Guardian  or  a  Captain  to  command  therein,  and  to  take  all  necef- 
lary  Provifions  for  its  Security,  as  might  be  proved  by  many  Inflances  c. 
Edward  the  Second  granted  Carefbrook  Caftle,  with  all  the  Lands  he  pof- 
feffed  in  this  Ifle,  and  which  were  then  of  the  Value  of  three  thoufand 
Marks  a  Year,  to  Piers  Gavefton  and  Margaret  his  Wife,  Daughter  of  the 
Earl  of.  Gloucefter,  and  the  Heirs  of  their  Bodies.  Upon  his  Deceafe  it 
returned  to  the  Crown  j  and  the  fame  King  afterwards  granted  the  Caftle 
before-mentioned,  with  all  the  Services  referved  thereto,  and  his  Lands  in  the 
Ifle,  to  his  Son  Prince  Edward  and  his  Heirs,  Kings  of  England  ;  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  an  Inquifition  iflued,  to  afcertain  what  paffed  by  this  Grant; 
when  it  appeared,  that  amongft  other  Rights,  that  of  all  Wrecks  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Wight  belonged  to  the  Pofleffor  of  Carefbrook  Caftle  d.  It  is  not 
evident,  from  any  thing  we  have  feen,  that  it  was  alienated  from  the  Crown 
in  all  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  who,  being  a  wife  Prince,  knew  the 
Advantage  of  retaining  fo  valuable  a  Poffeflion  in  his  own  Hands,  as  his 
Great  Grandfather  from  a  like  Principle  of  Policy  had  done. 

But  King  Richard  the  Second,  who  was  of  another  Difpofttion,  and  much 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Princes  of  his  Blood,  granted  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  with 
the  Caftle  of  Carefbrook,  and  the  Dominion  thereof,  to  Edward  Earl  of 
Rutland,  whom  he  afterwards  created  Duke  of  Albemarle.  But  he  being 
flain,  commanding  the  Vanguard  of  the  Englifh  Army,  at  the  Battle  of 
Agincourt,  bearing  the  Title,  on  the  Demife  of  his  Father,  of  Duke  of  York, 
this  Grant  veiled  in  his  Widow,  Philippa  Duchefs  of  York  ;  or,  as  fome  fay, 
was  granted  to  her  for  Life  by  King  Henry  the  Fifth,  with  Remainder  to 


*■  Oderic.  Vital.  Hid:.  Ecclef.  p.  783.  Monafticon  Anglican,  tom.  i.  col.  790.  Brooke’s 
Catalogue  of  Nobility,  p.  56. 

*  Matt.  Paris  Hift.  Angl.  tom.  i.  p.  264.  Lambarde’s  Topographical  and  Hiilorical  Di&ionary, 
p.396.  Speed’s  Chronicle,  p.  504. 

'b  Clauf.  4  Edw.  I.  iii.  7.  in  Cedula  Pat.  11  Edw.  III.  p.  1.  per  Infpex.  Camdeni  Britannia, 
p.  200. 

c  Rymeri  Fcedera,  tom.  v.  p.  22.  24.  vii.  139.  147. 

Chart.  1  Edw.  II.  m,  6. 11.-6.  Pat.  20  Edw.  II.  m.  10.  Molloy  de  jure  Maritime)  et  Na¬ 


val',  lib.  ii.  c.ip.  v. 
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his  own  Brother,  Humphry  Duke  of  Gloucefter.  This  Philippa  became 
afterwards  the  Wife  of  Robert  Fitzwalter,  and  dying,  A.  D.  1400,  at  Caref- 
brook  Caftle,  ftiles  herfelf,  in  her  lafr  Teftament,  Lady  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  e. 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  Humphry  Duke  of  Gloucefter  ever  enjoyed  this 
Lordfhip.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  again  veiled  in 
the  Crown. 

\ 

For  we  find  Henry  the  Sixth  alienated  it  in  Favour  of  Henry  de  Beau¬ 
champ,  whom  he  created  Duke  of  Warwick,  and  afterwards  crowned  him, 
with  his  own  Hands,  King  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  k  In  him  as  the  Title  began 
it  alfo  extinguiihed,  he  dying  without  Heirs  g.  The  fame  Monarch  granted 
it  to  Henry  Beaufort,  Son  to  Edmund  Duke  of  Somerfet,  which  Title  himfelf 
afterwards  bore,  and  was  flain  fighting  for  the  King  his  Mafter,  having  no  law¬ 
ful  Ifiue  b.  Edward  the  Fourth  granted  the  Title  of  Lord  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight 
to  Anthony  Woodville  Lord  Scales,  afterwards  Earl  Rivers,  who  died  on 
a  Scaffold  at  Pontefradt,  without  Ifliie  k  In  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh 
Edward  Widville,  or  Woodville,  whom  our  Hiftorians  call  Lord  Woodville, 
though  never  fo  created,  Uncle  to  Anthony  Earl  of  Rivers,  was  Governor 
of  this  Ifland,  in  which  he  raifed  a  confiderable  Force,  with  the  King’s  Con¬ 
nivance,  though  without  his  Countenance  or  Confent,  which  he  carried  over 
to  Brittany;  and  having  performed  many  honourable  Exploits,  was  there 
flain,  in  the  Battle  of  St.  Albin  k.  Upon  his  Demife,  or  not  long  after,  it 
was  granted  in  Farm  by  the  fame  Prince  to  his  great  Favourite  Sir  Reginald 
Bray,  at  the  Rate  of  three  hundred  Marks  per  Annum. 

While  this  Ifland  was  fometimes  in  the  Hands  of  Subjects,  fometimes 
belonging  immediately  to  the  Crown,  the  Condition  of  its  Inhabitants  muft  have 
been  very  precarious  m.  The  Lords  alfo  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  were  in  different 
Circumftances.  Some  held  it  in  Fee,  others  in  fpecial  Tail,  and  others  for 
Life  only.  When  it  was  in  the  Crown,  the  Perfon  prefiding  there  had  the 
Title  of  Conftable,  the  Cuftody  of  Carefbrook,  and  the  Profits  of  the  Lands 
belonging  thereto  ;  but  the  reft  of  the  Manors  belonging  to  the  Lordfhip,  of 

c  Pat.  20  R.  II.  p.  3.  m.  5.  Chicheley  (Regifter)  vol.  i.  p.  428. 

f  Ex  Libello  de  Antiquitate  Theokebirienfis  Monafterii.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  tom.  vi.  fol.  91. 
Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  200. 

g  John  Rofle’s  Hiftorical  Account  o£  the  Earls  of  Warwick.  Brooke’s  Catalogue  of  Nobility, 
p.  261.  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  Antiquities  of  Warwicklhire,  p.  322. 

h  Pat.  36  H.  VI.  p.  1.  m.  10. 

1  Pat.  6  Edw.  IV.  p.  2.  m.  19. 

k  Polyd.  Verg.  Hift.  Angl.  lib.  xxvi.  p.  733.  Holinfhed’s  Chronicle,  vol.  ii.  p.  768.  Stowe’s 
Annals,  p.  485. 

1  Polyd.  Verg.  Hill  Angl.  lib  xxvi.  p.  774.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  200.  Dugdale’s  Baronage, 
vol.  ii.  p.  31 1. 

m  The  Uncertainty  of  their  Tenures  muft  difcourage  Induftry,  and  being  expofed  more  than 
moft  other  Parts  of  England,  ia  Time  of  War,  hindered  them  from  applying  effe&ually  to 
Trade. 

which 
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which  he  was  only  Steward,  were  accounted  for  in  the  Exchequer.  At  all 
Times  the  King  received  the  fame  Aids  out  of  this  Ifle  as  from  the  reft  of 
Hampshire  ;  and  the  Inhabitants  were  amenable  to  the  King’s  Juftices  when 
they  came  into  that  County,  and  were  amerced  if  they  did  not  attend  n. 
After  the  Time  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  Office  of  Governor  and  Captain  of 
the  Me,  to  which  was  annexed  the  Conftablefhip  of  Carefbrook  Caftle, 
was  given  to  Perfons  of  high  Rank,  who,  if  they  had  no  other  Connexion 
with  the  Me,  commonly  devolved  the  Duties  of  the  Office,  with  the  Title  of 
Deputy  Governor,  on  fome  Gentleman  of  Character  or  Diftindlion,  of  which 
there  were  and  are  many  in  the  Country  From  this  Period,  when  greater 
Equality  and  Security  in  Point  of  Property  began,  and  fince  the  Station  of  our 
naval  Force  likewife  has  been  fo  much  confined  to  Portfmouth,  the  Face  of 
Affairs  has  been  changed  here,  and  every  Thing  profpered  and  improved, 
as  free  from  all  ancient  Impediments. 


For  the  Situation  of  this  Ifland  expofed  it  exceedingly,  in  thofe  early  Times, 
while  other  Nations  were  potent  at  Seaj  more  elpecially  in  the  Days  of  our 
Saxon  Monarchs,  when  the  Danes  were  continually  infefting  our  Coafts  ;  and 
after  the  Conqueft,  during  our  frequent  Wars  with  the  French  and  their  Allies. 
For  this  Reafon  feveral  Methods  were  deviled  and  pradtifed  for  its  Defence  p. 
Thus,  in  Edward  the  Third’s  Time,  we  find  that  the  Inhabitants  were  releafed 
from  all  perfonal  Services  and  Aids  in  Money  j  but  fuch  of  them  as  were  abfent 
were  remanded  to  their  own  Country  q.  In  the  fucceeding  Reign  the  People 
were  fo  harrafled,  that  moft  of  them  deferted  the  Ifland,  upon  which  the  remain¬ 
ing  Inhabitants  petitioned  the  King  in  Parliament  for  Relief r.  In  order  to  raifie 
and  array  the  Militia  with  greater  Facility,  the  Ifland  was  divided  into  eleven 
Centons,  which  were  equivalent  to  Hundreds,  that  is  in  relpetft  to  the  Me  ;  for  as 
connected  with  the  County,  the  whole  is  divided  into  two  Hundreds  only,  viz. 
Eaft  Meden  and  Weft  Meden,  as  has  been  before-mentioned ;  and  each  of 
thefe  Centons  is  fubdivided  into  Vintons.  The  Sheriff  of  Southampton  was 
impowered  to  mufter  them,  and  to  appoint  a  Cuftos  or  Guardian  of  the 
Me s.  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  whom  the  Writers  of  his  own  Time  cele¬ 
brate  for  his  extraordinary  Care  of  our  Coafts,  had  a  fpecial  Regard  to  this 


n  Mag.  Rot.  5  Steph.  Rot.  5.  b.  where  it  appears  the  Inhabitants  paid  Danegelt.  Mag.  Rot. 
16  Hen.  II.  Rot.  9.  a.  Hantefcira ;  which  fhews  that  the  People  of  this  Ille  were  amerced  for  not 
meeting  the  Judges. 

o  Sir  James  Worfely,  Lord  Cromwel,  Sir  Edward  Horfey,  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  Earl  of  Port¬ 
land,  Lord  Culpeper,  Sir  William  Oglander,  &c. 

p  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  98.  129.  132.  135.  138.  Chronicon  Joannis  Bromton,  col. 
886,  887.  Annales  Waverleienfis,  p.  132.  Chron.  de  Mailrofs,  p.  153. 

*  WalteriHemingfordChron.Edw.III.  p.282.  Lelandi  Colledtanea,  tom.  i.  p.  302.  Cot¬ 
ton’s  Records,  p.  1 79. 

r  Thomae  Sprotti  Chronic,  p.  59.  col.  2.  Thomas  Otterbourne  Chronic,  p.  148.  Cotton’s 
Records,  p.  179. 

8  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Cotton’s  Records,  p.  28.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifli 
Empire,  fol.  15. 

Ifland, 
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Ifland,  in  which  he  built  the  two  Caftles  of  Cowes  In  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
Reign  the  Militia  amounted  to  four  thoufand  ;  fo  that  the  Number  of  People 
jn  her  Time  was  become  greater  than  in  preceding  Ages  u.  At  prefent, 
the  ^Superiority  of  our  Fleets  defend  the  Inhabitants  of  this  beautiful  Spot,  not 
only  from  Danger,  but  even  from  Apprehenlions.  Indeed  the  Seafon  of  War 
is  fo  far  from  being  now  dreaded  as  perilous,  that,  on  account  of  the  almoffc 
innumerable  Advantages  arifing  from  thence,  it  is  regarded  by  the  Inhabitants 
pf  this  flourishing  Country  as  their  Harvefl  w, 

W  e  will  take  this  Opportunity  of  mentioning  a  very  memorable  Propofal 
relating  to  this  Ifland,  made  by  a  Gentleman  who  bore  a  very  high  Command 
in  our  Fleet,  and  was  efleemed  as  able  a  Seaman  as  any  of  his  Time*.  He 
has  bellowed  great  Pains  to  prove  that  many  Ufes  might  be  made  of  Gallies  in 
our  Seas,  that  they  would  be  a  great  Addition  to  the  Strength  of  our  Navy, 
would  contribute  to  defend  our  own  Coafls  from  Invaflons,  facilitate  making 
Pefeents  upon  thofe  of  our  Enemies,  and  be  highly  ferviceable  in  feveral  other 
Refpe£ts.  He  treats  this  Subject  at  large,  and  enforces  what  he  delivers 
by  Examples,  drawn  from  his  own  Experience.  In  his  Conclufion,  he 
obferves,  that  the  Ifle  of  Wight  is  not  barely  the  fitted  Place  in  Britain, 
but  in  all.  Europe,  for  the  Entertainment  of  Gallies,  and  enters  likewife  into 
the.  Proof  pf  this  ,  with  great  Spirit  .and -Sagacity. 

As  to  the.  Size,  -or  Extent  rather,  of  this  ifland,  it  -has  been  reckoned  to 
be  fomewhat  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  Square  Miles,  or  about  one 
hundred  thoufand  Acres  y.  And  in  order  to  afcertain  this,  upon  an  Appli¬ 
cation  to  the  properefl  Judge,  an  intelligent  Inhabitant,  he  computed  there 
tnufl  be  fourfcore  thoufand  Acres  at  lead.  Befides  the  three  Boroughs,  New¬ 
port,  Newton,  and  Yarmouth,  before-mentioned,  which  fend  fix  Members 
to  Parliament  z,  and  the  Votes  of  all  the  Freeholders  in  chufing  Knights  for 
Hampfhire,  there  are  upwards  of  forty  Villages,  divided  into  about  thirty 
Parilhes  a,  and  in  which  there  may  ,be,  on  a  very  moderate  Computation, 


.'•*  Cygnea  Cantio,  p.  21.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  tom.  iii.  'fdl.  79.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198. 
u  As  appears  by  Returns  made  when  there  was  an  Apprehension  of  a  Spanifh  Invafion  ;  and  a 
Piece  of  Ordnance  was  alfo  placed  in  every  Village. 

w  Heylin’s  Cofmograghy,  p.  285.  Brome’s  Travels  ever  England,  Scotland,  and  Wajes,  P. 
iii.  p.  266.  Stukeley’s  Itinerarium  Curiofum,  p.  186.. 

x  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trafts,  book  iii.  p.  361,  362,  363. 
y  Templeman’s  Survey,  Plate  xxix. 

%  It  may  not  be  amifsto  remark  that  Newport  and  Yarmouth  lent  jointly 'Members  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  27  Edw.  I.  that  Yarmouth  fent  Members  to  a  great  Council  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  IIJ. 
But  their  becoming  regular  in  that  refpett,  and  Newton’s  fending  two  Members,  is  to  be  dated 
■  from  the  twenty-feventh  of  Elizabeth. 

a  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  198.  Speed’s  Briti/h  Empire,  fol.  15.  See  the  Preface  before  the 
.firft  Volume  of  Willis's  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  p.  xxiv.  Stat.  7  &  8  W.  III.  c^p.  xyv.  §.  10. 
Britifli  Parliamentary  Regifter,  N°.  158.  160.  162. 
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from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thoufand  Inhabitants  *.  There  is  no  Doubt  that 
the  Number  of  Inhabitants  here  have  encreafed  greatly,'  and  that  the  Ifland 
is,  at  prefent,  incomparably  in  a  better  State  than  in  former  Times ;  but  con- 
fidering  the  Vicinity  of  England,  and  the  many  Opportunities  that  Youth 
meet  with  to  vifit  Countries  at  a  far  greater  Diftance,  it  is  not  likely  that, 
with  all  its  Beauties,  this  Epitome  of  Britain;  as  it  may  be  very  juftly  ftiled, 
will  ever  be  overftocked. 

But  that  this  beautiful  Country, '  even  in  its  prefent  flourifhing  Conditiori,  * 
is  very  far  from  being  improved  to  the  utmoft,  may  appear  from  comparing 
it  with  various  Illands,  under  feveral  Forms  of  Rule,  and  in  different  Parts  of 
the  World.  The  Ifle  of  Walcheren,  by  much  the  mod  confiderable,  though 
not  the  largeft  of  the  feven  that  are  in  Zeeland,  the  fecond  of  the' Seven 
United  Provinces,  is  at  moft  but  half  the  Size  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  excel¬ 
lently  cultivated  indeed;  having'  alfo  an  extenfive  Trade,  and  much 
foreign  Commerce,  has  in  it  a  City,  four  walled  Towns,  and  many  large 
populous  Villages  *.  Middleburgh,-  the  Capital  of  the  Ifland,  and  of  the 
Province  alfo,  which  Province  is  not  thrice  the  Bignefs  of  our  Ifle;  contains 
as  many  Inhabitants  as  there  are  in  Wight  ,*  being  in  all  Refpe&s  one  of  the 
faireft,  neateft,  and  beft  built  Cities  within  the  Dutch  Dominions  u.  Moft  of 
its  Advantages,  and  even  its  Port,  are  derived  from  Art,  which  originally 
conftru&ed,  and  ftill  maintains,  thofe  coftly  and  ftupendous  Dykes  which  1 
protect  the  Bleffings  that  fpring  from  Nature  w.  A  Circumftance  which  alone 
makes  a  prodigious  Difference  in  refpetft  of  their  Situations.  But  tef  pro¬ 
ceed  :  Malta  is  nearly  of  the  fame  Size  with  our  Ifland,  and,  -  according 
to  the  beft  Accounts,  is  about  twice  as  well  inhabited,  though  not  at  all 
fuperior  to  it  in  Point  of  Soil  and  other  Prerogatives  x.  But  the  Ifland  of 
Barbadoes  far  exceeds  them  both,  having,  Whites  and  Blacks  together,  not 
fewer  than  one  hundred  thoufand  y.  It  is  therefore  no  abfurd  or  ridiculous 
Scheme  to  propofe  (which  for  many  Reafons  would  be  highly  ferviceable  to 
Great  Britain)  the  rendering  this  Ifland  much  better  inhabited  than  it  is, 
though  we  fhould  grant  it  to  be  very  difficult  to  render  it  as  populous 

s  From  private  Information  that  may  be  depended  on. 

1  Ifolario  di  Tomafo  Porcacchi,  lib.  i.  p.  33.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  book  ii.  p.  3*3 £.  ' 
D’Audiffret  Hifloire  et  Geographie  Ancienne  et  Moderne,  tom.  ii.  p.  532. 

u  Fynes  Moryfon’s  Itinerary,  P.  i.  book  i.  chap.  iv.  p.  49,  50.  Sir  William  MonfonV 
Naval  T rafts,  p.  464,  465,  466.  Sir  William  Temple’s  Obiervations  on  'the- Netherlands, 
chap;  iii.  p.  124. 

w  Alting.  Not.  infer  German.  P.  ii.  p.  117.  Du  Bois  Geographie  Moderne,  P.  i.  chap.  xii. 

§.  2.  Atlas  Mariurrvus  et  Commercialis,  p.  27. 

x  Sandys  Travels,  book  iv.  p.  227 — 234.  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  264.  Francefco  Abela 
Defcrizione  di  Malta,  Ifola  nel  Mare  Siciliano,  con  le  Antiehita,  c  altre  No  tizie,  Malta  1647, 
fol. 

y  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  125,  126.  Hughes’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  •» 
book  i.  p.  14.  Account  of  European  Settlements  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  83,  84. 
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as  Barbadoes*.  This  is  the  rather  to  be  attempted,  as,  if  there  arifes  no 
immediate  Advantages,  yet  no  Inconveniencies  whatever  are  to  be  apprehended 
from  fuch  an  Endeavour. 

This  Ifle  has  been  always  commended  for  its  wonderful  Fertility}  and 
though  fome  may  attribute  that  to  the  almoft  univerfal  Ule  of  Marl  fince  the 
Beginning  of  the  current  Century,  yet  I  am  entirely  of  the  fame  Opinion  with 
a  worthy  and  very  intelligent  Gentleman  fettled  there,  that  this  is  no  new,  but 
an  old  Improvement  revived }  and  fo,  in  Effedt,  has  been  the  invariable  Caufe 
of  the  Fruitfulnefs  of  Wight.  He  mentions,  in  Support  of  this,  the  great 
Depth  of  the  Marl  Pits  on  their  Downs,  and  a  Stratum  of  Chalk  or  Marl 
difcovered  upon  breaking  up  Lands  which  had  been  laid  down  in  Grafs  for 
one  hundred  Years  or  more  a.  It  has  been  alfo  found,  on  grubbing  of  Cop¬ 
pices,  very  deep  in  the  Ground,  which  is  a  Proof  thefe  had  been  once  arable ; 
and  the  fame  Plufbandry  pradtifed  before  b.  Indeed  Marling  was  fo  anciently 
introduced,  that  Pliny  mentions  it  as  a  Method  peculiarly  ours  <\  But  ftill 
perhaps  it  will  admit  of  further  Extenfion  }  and  it  would  be  an  acceptable 
Service  done  to  the  Public,  if  any  competent  Judge  would  give  the  World  a 
complete  Hiftory  of  this  valuable  Earth,  and  its  Ufes  in  Agriculture }  which, 
confidering  how  numerous  they  are,  and  how  generally  Marl  is  to  be  found 
in  all  Parts  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  is  a  Matter  of  great  Importance  d.  The 
Cultivation  of  Turnips  alfo  has  made  fome  Progrefs  already  in  this  Ifle; 
and  there  is  little  Room  to  doubt  will,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  prefent  Age, 
be  rendered  as  advantageous  there  as  in  Norfolk.  In  other  Points  of  Oeco- 
nomy  the  Farmers  here  are  equally  knowing  and  expert  e.  It  is  indeed 
true,  we  find  them  fometimes  impeached  of  Obftinacy,  and  a  Dili  ike  to 
new  Inventions,  on  which  Topic  they  are  more  eafy  to  be  excufed  than  in 
other  Places,  becaufe  their  old  Methods  are  very  fenfible,  and,  for  the  mofl 
Part,  fucceed  very  well. 


z  The  amazing  Number  of  People  in  Barbadoes  arifes  from  their  Staple  Sugar;  which  is 
firft  a  Commodity,  next  a  Manufacture,  and  laftly  a  grand  Article  of  Commerce  ;  giving  Em¬ 
ployment  and  Subhflence  to  Multitudes,  confidered  in  every  one  of  thefe  Lights.  As  to  the 
other  two  Iilands,  Walcheren  has  the  Staple  of  French  Wines,  and  Malta  her  military 
Order. 

a  This  Account  of  Wight  was  tranfmitted  entire  to  a  Gentleman  of  eminent  Underflanding  in 
the  Affairs  of  the  Ifland,  to  whom  I  am  retrained  from  making  a  more  diftinCt  Acknowlegement 
of  my  great  Obligations. 

b  Lille’s  Hufbandry,  vol.  i.  p.  64.  where  are  feveral  ufeful  Remarks  upon  this  SubjeCf. 

c  Natur.  Hift.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  6,  7,  8.  where  he  calls  it  Adeps  Terras,  and  informs  us  that  the 
Celts  called  it,  in  their  own  Language,  Marga. 

d  The  Ufe  of  Marl  prevails  much  in  Kent,  EiTex,  Suffex,  Staffordfhire,  Chefhire,  and  in  the 
North. 

e  Lille’s  Hufbandry,  vol.  i.  p.  64.  69.  76.  292.  333.  Vol.  ii.  p.  57.  143.  181.  228.  278. 

390.  398. 
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The  Situation,  Climate,  and  Soil,  might  tempt  one  to  hope  Vines  might 
be  cultivated  here  to  Perfection ;  that  is,  fo  as  to  make  Wine  equal  to  what 
we  import.  This  was  attempted  by  Mr.  Travers,  and  failed,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  rather  through  Impatience  than  any  other  Source ;  a  Circumftance 
that  has  been  ufually  fatal  to  this  Improvement,  which,  from  thence,  has 
never  once  met  with  a  fair  Trial,  under  proper  Management,  the  real  Caufe,  at 
lead  in  my  poor  Opinion,  why  Vineyards  in  Britain  do  not  lucceed  f.  Pomegra¬ 
nates,  bearing  Fruit,  have  been  commonly  raifed  in  the  open  Air,  but  as  Curi- 
olities  only  :  Yet  as  the  Flowers,  Fruit,  Seeds,  Rind,  and  Bark,  are  all  of 
them  faleable,  and  the  latter  peculiarly  ufeful  in  tanning,  perhaps  it  might  be 
managed  to  Profit  g.  Samphire  grows  in  Abundance,  and  fo  no  doubt  would 
Caper  Bullies,  amongff  the  Cliffs,  in  proper  Expeditions.  Thefe  are  a  confi- 
derable  ObjeCt  in  one  of  the  faired  Provinces  of  France  h,  and  would  cer¬ 
tainly  become  very  foon  a  Commodity  greatly  advantageous  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  fo  lmall  an  Ifland,  more  efpecially  as  they  would  grow  bed,  in  Places  where 
nothing  is  now  produced  of  any  Value,  and  might  be  gathered  and  pickled 
by  aged  Perfons,  Women,  and  Children,  who  have  no  Opportunity  of  earn¬ 
ing  any  thing  at  prefent  b  White  Mulberries  there  is  little  Room  to  quedion 
would  thrive  here,  and  many  other  Fruits  and  Shrubs,  which  would  naturally 
follow,  if  any  of  the  Improvements  before-hinted  were  once  brought  to  bear. 
There,  is,  in  thefe  Cafes,  no  Difficulty  in  the  Purfuit,  comparable  to  that 
of  taking  a  deady  and  well  founded  Refolution  of  entering  upon  and  pro- 
fecuting  a  new  Improvement,  till  it  is  incontedibly  evident  whether  it  will  fuc- 
ceed  or  not. 

Though  there  are  fo  many  raw  Materials,  yet  there  are  but  few  Manu¬ 
factures  in  this  Idand.  It  does  not  appear,  that,  except  Worded,  there  is  any 
thing  wrought  out  of  their  excellent  Wool,  which  might  be  all  employed  in 
the  flight  Studs  and  thin  Cloths  that  are  the  Supports  of  the  French  Looms, 
if  a  fmall  Encouragement  were  given  to  thofe  who  are  expert  in  thefe  Trades 
to  come  over  and  fettle  in  this  Idand  k  There  are  a  few  Tanners,  and  a 
Currier,  but  the  making  feveral  Sorts  of  Leather  is  not  yet  introduced,  though 


f  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  book  i.  chap,  xviii.  p.  i  io.  Evelyn’s  Preface  to  the  Eng- 
glifh  Vineyard  vindicated,  by  John  Rofe.  Bradley’s  Survey  of  ancient  Hutbandry  and  Gardening, 
at  the  Clofe  of  his  Preface. 

8  Di&ionaire  Univerfelle  .de  Commerce,  tom.  iii.  col.  701,  702.  Houghton’s  Collections  for 
the  Improvement  of  Hulbandry  and  Trade,  voi.  iii.  p.  8.  Retired  Gardener,  by  London  and 
Wife,  vol.  ii.  p.  670 — 687. 

h  Plin.  Nat.  Hilt.  lib.  xx.  cap.  15.  Profperi  Alpini  iEgypti  Hitt.  Natur.  tom.  ii-  p.  60.  Bou- 
lainvilliers  Etat  de  la  France,  vol.  ii.  p.  453. 

i  Such  Acquifitions  are  doubly  valuable,  as  removing  an  Expence  on  one  Side,  and  bringing  in 
a  clear  Profit  on  the  other. 

k  In  ho  Part  of  the  Britifh  Dominions  could  a  Scheme  of  this  S'ort  be  fo  eafily  accompli  Hied, 
as  the  Material  Is  not  any  where  to  be  obtained  in  Quantity  or  Quality  fo  well  adapted  to  the  Pur- 
pofe,  or  the  Manufacture  conveyed  more  fpeedily,  or  with  lefs  Expence,  to  foreign  Markets. 

Vol.  I.  Ooo  there 
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there  is  Room  for  it.  There  is  a  moft  valuable  and  beautiful  White  Sand  in 
Frefhwater  Ifle,  near  the  Needles,  upon  the  Eftate  of  David  Urry  Efqj  of 
which  confiderable  Quantities  are  fent  annually  to  Briftol  and  Liverpool  f 
There  was  formerly  a  Manufacture  of  Glafs  at  Cowes,  but  it  has  been  long 
ago  difcontinued.  The  Lofs  of  thefe,  and  the  Incapacity  of  fetting  up  any 
new  Manufacture,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  Dearnefs  and  DefeCt  of  Firing, 
more  efpecially  of  late  Years  m.  It  was  this  in  all  Probability  that  obliged 
the  Inhabitants  to  difcontinue  the  baking  their  own  Flour  into  Bifcuit,  and 
brewing  their  own  Malt  into  Beer,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Navy,  which  was  for¬ 
merly  praCtifed  here0.  We  have  the  concurring  Authority  of  feveral  emi¬ 
nent  Writers,  that  there  was  a  very  fine  fort  of  Tobacco-pipe  Clay,  called 
Hay  ter ’s  Clay,  in  this  Ifland,  but  now  what  is  ufed  for  making  Pipes  they 
bring  from  Pool  °.  But  we  will  pafs  from  thefe  to  another  Manufacture 
which  they  have  alfo  loft,  and  not  through  that  DefeCt  which  has  been  fpecifled  ; 
which  Manufacture  may  be  certainly  and  eaflly  retrieved,  and,  if  retrieved, 
would  undoubtedly  make  Way  for  many  more,  increafe  the  Number  of  Inha¬ 
bitants,  and  give  a  new  Turn  to  their  Endeavours. 

The  Manufacture  that  I  mean  is  Bay-Salt,  which,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  was  once  actually  made  at  Hampftead  in  this  Ifland  j  and  there  can 
be  no  Reafon  afligned  why  it  fhould  not  be  made  there  as  well  as  on  the 
Coafts  of  Brittany  p.  The  Situation  of  the  Ifland  for  Salt  Ponds  is  more 
favourable.  They  might  be  conftruCted  and  managed  with  the  utmoft  Facility. 
The  Stone  propereft  for  flooring  and  lining  thefe  Ponds  is  carried  from  this 
Ifland  to  diftant  Places,  and  wrould  doubtlefs  anfwer  fuli  as  well  here  q. 
Befides,  the  Salt  being  produced  in  thefe  Ponds  in  the  Summer  only,  they  might 
be  ufed  for  keeping  Sea  Fifth,  as  is  praCtifed  and  turns  to  Profit  elfewhere  r, 
for  at  leaft  fix  Months  in  the  Year.  In  confequence  of  this  Manufacture 
there  would  probably  arife  a  Fifhery,  which  would  be  a  further  Advantage; 
for  though  the  Sea  abounds  with  the  beft  Sorts  of  Fifh  on  all  Sides,-  no  Ufe 

t  According  to  the  Information  I  received  upon  the  Application  I  have  already  mentioned. 

m  There  feem  to  be  two  Methods  of  redrefling  this  Evil.  The  firfl,  by  increafmg  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  their  Coppices,  and  putting  the  felling  them  under  a  general  Regulation  ;  which  probably 
would  be  found  practicable.  The  fecond  is,  augmenting  their  Navigation,  by  introducing 
Manufactures,  .which  would  foon  reduce  the  Price  of  Coals,  by  bringing  them  in  greater  Plenty 
to  Market. 

n  If  the  Improvement  hereafter  mentioned,  p.  469,  fhould  take  EfFeft,  this  Practice,  to  the  no 
fmall  Advantage  of  the  Inhabitants,  would  naturally  revive,  as  it  would  become  the  Care  of  the 
Admiralty  to  procure  their  Stores  on  the  cheapeft  Terms. 

0  Morton’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Northamptonfhire,  p.  ii.  chap.  i.  p.  70.  Leigh’s  Natural  Hif- 
tory  of  Lancafhire,  p.  57.  "Woodward’s  Natural  Hiflory  of  Foffils,  vol.  ii.  p.  63. 

P  Philofophical  Tranfadfions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N°.  Ii.  p,  1025.  Collins  on  Salt  and 
Fifheries,  p.  57.  Brownrigg’s  Art  of  making  Salt,  p.  32.  125. 

q  The  Author  laft  cited  has  given  very  clear  Inftruftions  in  refpedf  to  the  making  thefe  Ponds, 
and  very  accurate  Calculations  as  to  their  Produce. 

1  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol.  137.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  22. 
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has  been  made  of  this  great  Bleffing,  but  for  immediate  Copfumption,  by 
the  Inhabitants.  At  all  Events,  the  producing  Bay-Salt  would  create  a  new 
Branch  of  Exportation  s  ;  and,  by  exhibiting  the  Advantages  that  accrue 
from  Indudry,  happily  exerted,  and  the  Benefits  that  may  refult  by  a  drift: 
Attention  to  the  natural  Prerogatives  of  the  Ille,  give  the  People  a  greater 
Spirit  than  they  have  hitherto  (hewn  in  making  thofe  Improvements  for  which 
they  have  fuch  lingular  and  extraordinary  Conveniences,  and  which  would 
turn  equally  to  their  private  and  particular  Emolument,  as  Inhabitants  of 
Wight,  and  to  the  public  Intered,  as  at  the  fame  Time  they  would  not  at  all 
lelfen  the  Benefits  they  already  derive  from  their  native  Commodities  But 
all  Things  mud  have  a  Beginning,  and,  in  all  Attempts  of  this  Nature,  a 
right  Beginning  is  of  the  utmod  Confequence  ;  and  fuch,  on  a  mature  Con- 
liberation  of  all  Circumdances,  this  appears  to  be,  which  is  the  lole  Reafon 
for  dating  it  fo  much  at  large,  and  inliding  upon  it  lo  copioufly. 

In  regard  to  Navigation  and  Commerce,  Wed  Cowes,  which  is  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  Southampton,  is  properly  lpeaking  the  Port  of  the  Ille  of  Wight; 
having  under  its  Jurildiftion  the  Havens  of  Yarmouth  and  Newport,  as 
Creeks  u.  Cowes  is  in  this  Refpeft:  very  commodious,  and  a  great  Refort 
there  is  thither  of  Ships  outward  and  homeward  bound,  and,  in  Time  of 
War,  of  foreign  Ships,  as  well  as  our  own.  For  this  Reafon  there  is  a  Cuf- 
tom-houfe,  and  a  competent  Edablidiment  for  Officers  employed  in  making 
the  proper  Entries  and  cohering  the  Duties.  This  Refort  however  is 
chiefly  owing  to  its  happy  Situation,  in  refpeft:  to  Velfels  proceeding  to  or 
returning  from  didant  Parts,  and  has  little  to  do  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
Wight  'v,  who,  except  fending,  when  Markets  are  favourable,  pretty  largt* 
Quantities  of  Corn  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  cannot  bond  of  much  foreign 
Commerce,  for  which,  neverthelefs,  they  are  admirably  feated,  and,  if 
Manufactures  were  once  introduced,  would  very  foon  grow  confiderable, 
and  fee  thofe  Towns  which  are  now  declining,  a  fure  Sign  that  fomething 
is  wanting,  rife  again  into  Credit,  and  refume. their  ancient  Splendor*.  For 
Cowes,  from  the  Caufes  before-mentioned,  is  the  bed  built  and  mod  flou- 
riffiing  Place,  though  no  Borough,  in  this  Ille ;  and  iurely  the  fame  Caufes 

*  It  would,  when  brought  to  bear,  produce  fome,  and  make  Way  for  many  other.  Manu¬ 
factures,  which  could  not  be  introduced  as  Things  now  Hand. 

c  There  is  at  prefent  Bay  Salt  made  to  great  Profit  at  Lymmington,  but  then  this  is  completed 
<■  by  boiling  :  What  is  propofed  is  by  the  foie  Operation  of  the  Sun,  which,  from  its  Situation,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  practicable  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

“  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  n.  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo  et  Navali,  p.  327.  Crouch’s  Com¬ 
plete  View  of  the  Britifh  Cuftoms,  p.  385. 

w  The  Advantages  which  arife  to  the  many  indufirious  and  wealthy  Perfons  fettled  here  fpring 
from  the  Commerce  of  Britain,  and  would  not  be  at  all  diminiflied  by  any  Improvements  we  have 
fuggefted. 

x  In  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII.  Newport  was  the  only  Market  in  the  Ide ;  Newton  and  Yarmouth 
grew  afterwards  confiderable. 

O  o  o  2  would 
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would  produce  the  fame  Effects  ellewhere.  In  the  Coafting  Trade,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  bed  Account  I  could  obtain,  there  may  be  employed  in  the  whole 
about  fourfcore  Vefiel  s  of  all  Sizes  y. 

In  order  to  accelerate  all  thefe  Improvements,  of  which  this  beautiful,  fruit¬ 
ful,  and  well-feated  Country  is  certainly  capable,  let  me  be  permitted  to  give 
a  few  further  Hints,  which,  though  they  may  pafs  unregarded  for  the  pre- 
fent,  may  poffibly  meet  with  a  better  Reception  from  Pofterity,  which  is  the 
common  Fate  of  fuch  Pieces  of  Advice  z.  The  whole  Illand  is  wonderfully 
pleafant  j  but  if  any  mineral  Water  could  be  difcovered  in  the  Vicinity  of 
fome  well-fituated  Village,  where  proper  Conveniencies  were  provided  for 
Strangers,  under  fuch  Regulations,  as  to  prevent  Avarice  from  proving  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  public  Intereft,  it  could  not  fail,  where-ever  thefe  Circumftances 
concurred,  of  producing  numerous  Advantages  a.  But  here  fomething  is 
left  to  Chance.  I  will  mention  another  Cafe,  where  there  is  nothing.  There 
is  no  Place  where  Bathing  in  the  Sea  could  be  rendered  more  commodious 
than  in  almoft  every  Town  in  the  Illand  b  ;  and,  conlidering  the  many  charm¬ 
ing  Profpedts,  agreeable  Walks,  and  delightful  Rides,  that  might  be  con¬ 
trived,  and  the  Facility  of  having  Recourfe  to  a  Medicine,  not  inferior  to 
Sea-Water,  that  is,  making  Ihort  Trips  at  Sea,  which  efficacious  Exercife, 
and  the  falubrious  Change  of  Air  attending  it,  has  been  found  beneficial  even 
in  the  moft  defperate  Cafes  c  •  thefe  Circumftances  combined,  would 
quickly  render  this  the  fined  Retreat  for  valetudinary  Perfons  in  the  South  of 
England.  In  confequence  of  a  Concourfe  of  People  at  regular  Seafons, 
many  Improvements,  now  not  fo  much  as  in  Conception,  would,  as  from 
the  like  Caufe  has  been  experienced  in  other  Places,  be  fpeedily  and  certainly 
made  d.  The  Circulation  of  Money  would  by  the  fame  means  be  increafed, 
and  Indufiry  alfo  of  neceffity  encouraged,  over  the  whole  Ille.  Add  to  this, 
that  it  would  afford  the  molt  natural  Support  to  a  new  Manufacture  in  Stuff 
or  Cloth,  and  ftrongly  conduce  to  the  making  it  generally  known,  and  bringing 
it  into  Credit.  Befides,  it  would  contribute  to  lfop  the  Humour  of  going  to 

y  The  Introduction  of  Manufactures  would  alfo  render  this  Coafting  Trade  much  more  con- 
fiderable. 

z  Many  of  the  Hints  given  by  Leland,  Sir  Thomas  More,  Sir  Hugh  Plat,  Mr.  Hartlib,  Mr. 
Evelyn,  Dr.  Beale,  and  Mr.  Boyle,  though  unheeded  in  their  own  Times,  have  been  the  Source 
of  Wealth  in  ours. 

a  It  is  a  prevailing  Opinion,  that  no  Vein  of  any  Kind  of  Metal  is  to  be  found  in  this  Illand, 
which  will  be  either  confirmed  or  confuted,  according  to  the  Succefs  of  this  Search  for  a  medical 
Spring. 

b  When  intelligent  Readers  confider,  what  Benefits  have  refulted  in  other  Countries  and  in  our 
own,  to  Places  where  fuch  a  temporary  Confluence  of  People  hath  been  drawn  by  fuch  Means, 
they  will  fee  this  Recommendation  in  its  proper  Light. 

c  Piin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xxxi.  cap.  vi.  Van  Sweiten  Comment,  in  Boerhaav.  Aphorif.  vol.  i.  p. 
34.  Dr.  Gi  lehr  ill’s  Ufe  of  Sea  Voyages  in  Medicine,  chap.  vii. 

d  Cheltenham  and  Scarborough  are  Inflances  in  our  own  Times ;  in  which  Period  alfo,  chiefly 
from  prudent  Regulations,  Bath  is  become,  in  refpeCt  to  what  it  was  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Cent'- 
tury,  almolf  as  big  again. 

Montpelier, 
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Montpelier,  Lifbon,  and  Naples,  and  fave  vaft  Sums  unnecelfarily  /pent  in 
l'uch  Excurfions e. 

In  the  Middle  of  the  Me  an  Academy  might  be  very  commodioufly  ere&ed, 
for  teaching  the  modern  Languages,  and  all  the  Sciences  requi/ite  to  qualify 
Youth  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy.  They  would  here  be  more  retired,  and 
confequently  better  dilpofed  to  follow  their  Studies ;  and  yet  near  enough 
the  Fleet  to  complete  their  Education  by  pradical  Inftrudions,  when  fo  far 
verfed  in  Theory  as  to  underfland  them  thoroughly.  Competent  Salaries  to 
the  Profeflors,  /frid  Regulations  in  regard  to  their  granting  Certificates  to 
their  Pupils  of  their  Capacity,  when  fent  upon  adual  Service,  and  a  due  Re- 
fped  paid  to  thofe  Certificates,  if  fupported  by  proper  Behaviour,  in  accele¬ 
rating  the  Promotion  of  young  Seamen  thus  educated,  would  produce  many 
good  Effeds,  at  a  fmall  Expence  to  the  Public  f  How  much  fuch  an  Infti- 
tution  upon  a  broad  Foundation  is  wanted,  what  mighty  Advantages  have  ac¬ 
crued  to  Seamen  from  their  having  a  juft  Tindure  of  Letters,  and  what 
Mifchiefs  flow  from  Deficiencies  in  this  Refped,  may  be  learned  from  the 
Writings  of  the  beft  Judges ;  Men  verfed  in  naval  Affairs,  and  who  had  a 
fincere  and  hearty  Zeal  for  the  Honour  and  Profperity  of  their  Country  g. 

Another  Thing  that  would  contribute  exceedingly  to  render  this  Ifle 
more  populous  and  more  confiderable,  would  be  the  making  one  of  its  Ports 
fit  for  the  Reception  of  Part  of  the  fmall-armed  Veffels  that  belong  to  the 
Royal  Navy,  and  laying  up  there  the  Stores,  Artillery,  and  other  Furniture, 
when  not  employed.  I  am  aware  of  fome  Objedions  that  may  be  made  to 
this ;  but  inifead  of  Eating  and  anfwering  thefe,  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that 
none  can  be  urged  more  ffrongiy  againft  it,  than  thofe  that  were  formerly 
alleged  againft  employing,  in  the  fame  Manner-,  but  with  refped  to  larger 
Ve/Tels,  the  oppofite  Ifle  called  Portfea  h.  As  therefore  the  l'uperior  Excel¬ 
lency  of  the  Haven  of  Portfmouth  very  juftly  overcame  thefe,  and  has  been 
produdive  of  fo  many  Benefits,  why  may  we  not,  in  a  proportionable 
Degree,  exped  that  the  fame  would  follow  here  ?  There  might  indeed  be 
fome  Expence  in  the  firfl  fixing  thefe  Eftablifhments ;  but  this  would  be  in 
reality  no  more  than  a  temporary  Change  in  the  Circulation,  and  would  pol- 
fibly  little,  if  at  all,  exceed  the  additional  annual  Income  from  Cuftom  and 

e  The  Sums  thus  {pent,  which  are  an  abfolute  Lofs  to  the  Nation,  amount  to  much  more  than 
could  well  be  imagined  ;  and  yet,  we  muff  allow,  it  is  an  Evil  that  ought  to  be  tenderly  dealt  with. 

t  Such  an  Academy  would  draw  young  Men,  who  were  inclined  to  a  maritime  Life,  from 
all  Quarters,  and  two  Years  would  be  Efficient  to  go  through  the  neceffiary  Parts  of  Education. 

g  King  Henry  VIII.  declares  his  View  to  this,  in  his  Letters  Patent  for  eftabliffiing  the  Tri- 
nity-houfes  at  Deptford,  Kingllon  upon  Hull,  and  Newcaflle.  See  alfo  Hackluyt’s  Dedication, 
of  his  Colleflion  of  Voyages  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tiafts, 
Hook’s  pofthumous  Works,  p.  451.  475. 

h  Compare  the  Size  of  Portfea  with  that  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  confidcr  the 'Number  of 
Houfes  and  Inhabitants  in  both. 

g  Excife, 
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Excife,  which,  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years,  thefe  Improvements,  by  aug¬ 
menting  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  and  enlarging  their  Connections,  Cor- 
refpondence,  and  Commerce,  would  produce  b 

Upon  this  Occafion  I  will  take  the  Opportunity  of  avowing,  that  I  make 
the  Ids  Scruple  of  recommending  fuch  Expences  as  thefe  to  the  Public,  be¬ 
cause  the  Public  is  certainly  and  folely  to  reap  all  the  Benefits  that  fhall  arile 
from  them,  and  this  in  a  fenfible  and  honourable  Way,  by  taking  the  pro¬ 
per  Meafures  to  accomplifh  the  propofed  End,  and  not  by  Accident,  or  with¬ 
out  Fore  fight.  There  arc  Arts,  or  more  properly  Tricks,  by  which  the 
Revenue  may  be  railed,  by  the  Subject’s  being  allowed  to  fpend,  without 
being  enabled  to  get;  whereas  found  Policy  increafes  the  public  Income,  by 
encouraging  private  Induftry,  multiplying  Manufactures,  and  augmenting  the 
Number  of  People. 

We  come  now  to  that  Clufter  of  Illands  which  lie  about  ten  Leagues  to 
the  Weft  of  Cornwall ;  and,  however  inconliderable  in  their  prefent  State, 
were  earlier  and  better  known  to  the  old  World  than  Great  Britain  or  Ire¬ 
land.  They  were  firft  called  Cassiterides,  or  the  Tin  Isles,  from  their 
being  rich  in  that  Metal  L  The  common  Opinion  is,  that  this  is  a  Greek 
Appellation  >  which  in  the  moll  obvious  Senfe  is  true  :  But  as  the  Phoeni¬ 
cians  were  familiar  with  the  Metal,  and  with  the  Country  that  produced 
it,  before  the  Greeks  knew  any  thing  of  either,  it  is  very  likely  they  intro¬ 
duced  the  Names  of  both  from  their  own  Language  b  This  is  the  more 
probable,  becaufe  Herodotus  lays,  that,  though  he  was  acquainted  with  Tin, 
he  knew  not  the  Illands  from  whence  it  was  brought  m.  Strabo  gives  us 
an  accurate,  though  a  very  fuccinCt  Account  of  the  Cafficerides.  He  fays 
thefe  Illands  were  ten  in  Number,  lying  clofe  together,  of  which  only  one 
was  uninhabited  ;  the  People  led  an  erratic  Life,  lived  upon  the  Produce  of 
their  Cattle,  wore  an  under  Garment  which  reached  down  to  their  Ancles, 
and  over  that  another,  both  of  the  fame  Colour,  which  was  black,  girt  round 
a  little  below  the  Bread;  with  a  Girdle,  and  walked  with  Staves  in  their 
Hands.  The  Riches  of  thefe  Illands  was  Tin  and  Lead,  which,  with  the 
Skins  of  their  Cattle,  they  exchanged  with  foreign  Merchants,  that  is  the 
Phoenicians  from  Cadiz,  for  Earthen- ware.  Salt,  and  Utendls  made  of 

*  The  Produfts  of  thefe  Duties  may  be  confidered  as  Indices  of  the  Commerce  and  Induftry 
of  the  People,  fo  far  as  regards  the  Public. 

k  The  rich  Produce  of  thefe  Illands,  and  the  commercial  Spirit  of  their  Inhabitants,  rendered 
them  famous ;  thefe  being  loft,  they  became  obfeure. 

1  Num.  xxxi.  22.  All  the  Metals  are  mentioned.  But  in  the  Targum  of  Jonathan,  inftead  of 
the  Hebrew  Word  Bedil,  which  we  render  Tin,  we  have  Kaftira,  and  in  the  Jerufalem  Targum 
Kiftara.  See  Bib.  Polyglot,  tom.  iv.  p.  303. 

m  Herodoti  Thalia,  p.  90,  which  Paftage  plainly  fhews,  that  the  Caftiterides  were,  in  his  Opi¬ 
nion,  Illands  in  the  remoter  Parts  of  Europe. 

Brafs. 
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Brafs  ■«.  An  Author  of  as  great  or  greater  Antiquity,  feems  to  include  a  Part 
at  leaft  of  Cornwall  amongft  thefe  Iflands  j  or  rather,  he  fuggefts,  that  they 
were  not  perfect  Blands  except  at  full  Sea,  but  that  at  Ebb  the  Inhabitants 
palled  from  one  to  another  upon  the  Sands,  and  that  they  even  tranfported 
their  Tin  in  large  lquare  Blocks  upon  Carriages  from  one  Bland  to  another. 
He  farther  takes  Notice,  that  fuch  as  inhabited  about  Belerium,  or  the  Land's 
End,  were,  from  their  Converfation  with  Strangers,  remarkably  civil  and  cour¬ 
teous  Other  ancient  Writers  Bile thefe  Blands  Hesperides,  from  their  weft- 
ern  Situation15,  and  Oestrymnides,  averting  that  the  Land  was  extremely 
fertile,  as  well  as  full  of  Mines,  and  that  the  People,  though  very  brave,  were 
entirely  addi&ed  to  Commerce,  and  boldly  palled  the  Seas  in  their  Leather 
Boats q.  Plow  Things  come  to  be  in  fo  very  different  a  Condition  as  they 
are  at  prefent,  and  how,  even  in  the  State  they  now  Hand,  they  afford  to  an 
intelligent  Enquirer  unqueftionable  Proofs  of  their  having  been  formerly  fuch 
as  thefe  old  Writers  reprefent  them,  may  be  learned  from  the  Pen  of  a  very 
ingenious  and  fenfible  Author,  who  has  taken  great  Pains  to  make  himfelf 
thoroughly  Mailer  of  his  Subject,  which  he  has  treated  with  equal  Solidity 
and  Perfpicuity  3  fo  that  there  is  no  need  of  our  infilling  any  longer  upon  this- 
Point  r . 

The  Romans  were  exceedingly  delirous  of  having  a  Share  in  this  Com¬ 
merce,  which  the  Phoenicians  as  carefully  laboured  to  prevent,  by  concealing 
their  Navigation  to  thefe  Blands  as  much  as  it  was  in  their  Power  s.  x^t 
length  however  the  Romans  prevailed,  and  Publius  Craffus  coming  thither, 
was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  Induflry  and  Manners  of  the  People,  that  he 
tauvht  them  various  Improvements,  as  well  in  working  their  Mines,  which 
till°that  Time  were  but  fhallow,  as  in  carrying  their  own  Merchandize  to 
different  Markets  L  A  very  learned  Perfon  has  with  great  Probability  fug- 

11  Strab.  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  147.  175,  176.  We  fhould,  however,  have  received  far  more 
Lmht  upon  this  Subjeft,  if  the  Treatife  written  upon  Tin,  and  the  Places  from  whence  it  came, 
by°Polybius,  had  been  preferved.  We  find  thefe  Iflands  alfo  mentioned  by  Pomponius  Mela,  in 
his  Work  de  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  vi.  p.  41. 

o  Diod.  Sicul.  Bibl.  Hid.  lib.  v.  cap.  ii.  p.  209.  The  Point  of  Cornwall  appears  from  the 
high  Lands  in  the  Scillies  as  an  Ifland. 

p  Diony fius  Alexand.  in  Orbis  Defcript.  v.  562.  Euftathius,  in  his  Commentary,  afferts  thefe 
to  be  the  CafTiterides,  and  borrows  feveral  Paffages  from  Strabo  in  order  to  illudrate  his  Author’s, 
very  concife  Account. 

cl  Fed.  Avieni  Ora  Maritim.  v.  90.  His  Account  is  larger  and  more  circumdantial  than  that  of 
Dionyfins  the  Alexandrian. 

r  Philofophical  Tranfaffions  of  the  Royal  Society,  vol.  xlviii.  N°.  vii.  p.  55.  An  Account  of 
the  great  Alterations  which  the  Iflands  of  Sylley  have  undergone  fince  the  Time  of  the  Ancients 
who  mention  them,  as  to  their  Number,  Extent,  and  Pofition.  In  a  Letter  to  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Birch,  D.  D.  Sec.  R.  S.  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  William  Borlae,  M.  A.  F.  R.  S. 

s  Strabo  informs  us  of  this,  and  that  one  of  the  Phoenician  Traders  having  run  his  Ship  afhore 
to  avoid  the  Romans,  and  drawing  them  into  the  like  Didrefs,  at  his  Return  had  the  Value  of  1  is 
Cargo  repaid  him  out  of  the  public  Treafury. 

t  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  iii.  p.  176.  It  appears  that  the  Art  of  Mining  was  well  under dor  d, 
and  Mines  wrought  very  deep  in  feme  Provinces  in  Spain. 
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gefted  that  this  was  the  younger  Craflus,  at  that  Time  Lieutenant  to  Julius 
Casfar  in  Gaul,  and  afterwards  flain  with  his  Father,  who  bore  the  fame 
Names,  by  the  Parthians  u.  It  is  apparent  therefore  that  Commerce  had  ren¬ 
dered  thefe  Kies  celebrated  amongft  the  molt  polite  Nations  in  Europe  before 
Csefar  attempted  the  Conqueft  of  Britain,  to  which  there  is  nothing  unlikely 
in  fuppoling  that  the  Report  of  Craffus  might  in  fome  Meafure  contribute. 
There  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  they  followed  the  Fate  of  the  reft  of  Britain, 
and  particularly  of  Cornwall,  in  becoming  fubjedt  to  the  Roman  Empire. 
We  And  them  called  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  Sigdeles  j  by  Sulpi- 
tius,  SiLLiNiE  ;  and  by  Solinus  they  are  termed  Siluresw.  All  we  know 
of  them  during  this  Period  is,  that  their  Tin  Trade  continued,  and  that  fome- 
times  State  Prifoners  were  exiled,  or,  to  ufe  the  Roman  Phrafe,  relegated  hither, 
as  well  as  to  other  Iflands*. 

At  the  Time  the  Legions  were  withdrawn,  and  Britain  with  its  Depend¬ 
encies  left  in  the  Power  of  the  Natives,  there  'is  no  Reafon  to  queflion  that 
thefe  Elands  fhared  the  fame  Lot  with  the  reft.  As  to  the  Appellation  which 
from  this  Period  prevailed,  the  ordinary  Way  of  writing  it  is  Scilly ;  in 
Records  we  commonly  find  it  fpelt  Silly,  Siliey,  or  Sully  ;  but  we  are  told 
the  old  Britifh  Appellation  was  Sulleh,  or  Sylleh,  which  fignifies  R.ocks  con- 
fecrated  to  the  Sun  y.  We  have  not  the  leaft  Notice  of  any  thing  that 
regards  them  from  the  fifth  to  the  tenth  Century.  It  is  however,  with  much 
Appearance  of  Truth,  conjeblured,  that  fometime  within  this  Space  they 
were  in  a  great  Meafure  deftroyed  by  an  Earthquake,  attended  with  a  finking 
of  the  Earth,  by  which  moil  of  their  Lowlands,  and,  of  courfe,  the  greateft 
Part  of  their  Improvements,  were  covered  by  the  Sea ;  and  thofe  rich  Mines 
of  Tin,  which  had  rendered  them  fo  famous,  fwallowed  up  in  the  Deep. 
They  have  a  Tradition  in  Cornwall,  that  a  very  extenfive  Trad;  of  Country, 
called  the  Lioness,  in  the  old  Cornifh  Lethoufow,  fuppofed  to  lie  between 
that  Country  and  Scilly,  was  loft  in  this  Manner  ;  and  there  are  many  con¬ 
current  Circumftances  which  render  this  probable  z.  In  reference  to  thefe 
I  (lands  the  Cafe  is  ftill  ftronger,  for  at  low  Ebbs,  their  Stone  Inclofures  are 
(till  vifible  from  almoft  all  the  Ides,  and  thereby  afford  an  ocular  Demon- 

u  Caef.  deBel.  Gallic,  lib.  iii.  cap.  26,  27,  28.  Plut.  in  Marc.  CrafT.  Huet  Hifloire  du  Com¬ 
merce  desAnciens,  chap,  xxxviii.  p.  195. 

w  Polyhifior.  cap.  xxv.  It  is  not  improbable  that  Tacitus  might  mean  the  People  of  thefe 
Iflands,  when  he  aflerts  theSilures  were  defcended  from  the  Iberi  in  Spain,  fince  we  find  this  po- 
fitively  affirmed  by  other  Authors. 

*  Sulpit.  Severi  Hifi.  Sacne,  lib.  ii. 

V  Borlafe’s  Ancient  and  Prefent  State  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly.  Oxford  1756,  40.  p.  60.  In 
Support  of  which  it  may  be  obferved,  that  there  are  more  Remains  of  the  old  Druid  Monuments 
in  thefe  Ifles  than  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Britifh  Dominions,  Anglefey  and  Cornwall  (in  which 
there  are  alfo  many)  not  excepted. 

z  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol.  3.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Cornwall,  p.  214.  Childrey’s 
Britannia  Baconica,  p.  26. 
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ftration  that  they  were  formerly  of  far  greater  Extent,  and  that  in  remoter 
Ages  their  Inhabitants  muft  have  been  very  numerous,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
very  induftrious  a.  This  fufficiently  proves  the  Fadt,  that  by  fuch  an  Earth¬ 
quake  they  were  deftroyed ;  and  that  it  happened  at  fome  Period,  of  Time 
within  thofe  Limits  that  have  been  afligned,  appears  from  our  hearing  no¬ 
thing  more  of  their  Tin  Trade,  and  from  our  having  no  Notice  of  it  at  all 
in  any  of  our  ancient  Chronicles,  which,  if  it  had  fallen  out  later,  from  their 
known  Attention  to  extraordinary  Events,  mult  certainly  have  happened  b. 

It  is  generally  fuppofed,  and  with  great  Appearance  of  Truth,  that  King 
Athelftan,  after  having  overcome  a  very  powerful  Confederacy  formed  againft 
liim,  and  having  reduced  Exeter,  and  driven  the  Britons  beyond  the  River 
Tamar,  which  he  made  the  Boundary  of  their  Cornifh  Dominions,  pafted 
over  into  thefe  Illands,  then  furely  in  a  better  State  than  now,  or  they  would  not 
have  been  Objedts  of  his  Vengeance,  and  reduced  them  like  wife  c.  Some  are 
of  Opinion,  that  either  at  this  Time,  or  a  little  later,  they  were  given  to  the 
Abbey  of  Taviftock,  of  which  however  there  is  no  certain  Evidence.  Hiftory 
does  not  inform  us  that  the  Danes  ever  fixed  themfelves  in  thefe  Illands, 
but,  as  their  Method  of  fortifying  is  very  well  known,  it  has  been  con¬ 
jectured  that  the  Giant’s  Caftle,  in  the  Ifle  of  St.  Mary,  was  eredted  by  them; 
and  indeed,  if  we  conlider  the  convenient  Situation  of  thofe  Illands,  and  the 
Trade  of  Piracy,  which  that  Nation  carried  on,  there  feems  to  be  nothing  im¬ 
probable  in  that  Conjedture  d.  It  is  more  certain  that  there  were  Churches 
eredted  in  thefe  Illes,  and  that  there  were  in  them  alfo  many  Monks  and 
Hermits,  before  the  Conqueft.  It  is  out  of  all  Dilpute  that  foon  after  that 
thefe  Illes  were  granted  to  the  Benedidtine  Monaftery  of  Taviftock,  and  that 
they  had  a  Cell  there  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas  e.  But  notwithstanding  this, 
and  other  fubfequent  Grants,  in  confequence  of  which  the  Monks  of  Tavi¬ 
ftock  were  ftiled  Lords  of  Scilly,  our  Kings  fent  Governors  thither,  had 
Fortreftes  in  them,  and  granted  Lands ;  fo  that  there  were  Lay  Eftates  at  all 
Times  in  them,  independent  of  the  Abby  of  Taviftock,  or  the  Cell  of  St. 
Nicholas  in  Scilly  f. 


a  Heath’s  Natural  and  Hiftorical  Account,  of  the  Ides  of  Scilly,  p.  238,  239.  Borlafe’s  An¬ 
cient  and  Prefent  State  of  the  Ifles  of  Scilly,  p.  63. 

b  Hook’s  Pofthumous  Works,  p.  308.  where  are  feveral  Inllances  given  of  Earthquakes  of  this 
Sort. 

c  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  112,  113,  114.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  5.  Camdeni 
•Britannia,  p.  136. 

d  Borlafe’s  Ancient  and  Prefent  State  of  the  Illands  of  Scilly,  p.  17. 

e  Monafticon  Anglicanum,  tom  i.  p.  516.  where  it  plainly  appears,  that  what  the  Abby  ac¬ 
quired  had  been  polfelfed  by  other  Ecclefiaftics,  in  the  Reigns  of  Canutus  the  Dane  and  Edward 
the  Confeffor. 

r  As  none  of  thefe  Tenures,  Jurifdi&ions,  or  Properties  of  any  kind  now  fubfift,  it  would 
anfwer  no  Purpofe  to  enter  into  any  Account  of  them. 
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In  Leland’s  Account  of  thefe  Iflands,  we  are  told  in  one  Place  that  they 
were  one  hundred  and  forty-feven  8,  in  another  that  they  were  one  hundred 
and  forty  h.  He  makes  St.  Nicholas  Ifle  to  be  the  biggeft,  and  tells  us  there 
was  in  it  a  Town  of  fixty  Houfholds  ;  but  he  diftinguiflies  this  exprefly  from 
Iniflchawe,  or  the  Ifle  of  Elders,  fo  called  from  Abundance  of  ffinking  Elders 
that  grew  in  it.  In  another  Place  he  tells  us,  that  this  Iniflchawe,  which 
fome  call  Trefcaw,  belonged  to  Taviflock,  and  had  a  poor  Cell  of  Monks* 
whence  it  is  evident  that  this  is  St.  Nicholas  Ifland,  and  fays  it  is  flx  Miles  in 
Compafs,  whereas  he  makes  St.  Mary’s  i  but  five  Miles,  or  fomewhat  more. 
But  in  a  third  Account  ftill  extant,  and  which  I  am  perfuaded  is  alfo  Leland’s, 
we  are  told  that  St.  Mary’s  is  the  firft  and  greatefl:  of  the  Scilly  Iflands,  about 
five  Miles  over,  and  nine  Miles  in  Compafs  ;  that  there  was  in  it  a  Parifh 
Church,  a  poor  Town  of  threefcore  Houfholds,  befide  a  Caftle,  Plenty  of 
Corn,  Rabbets,  wild  Swans,  Puffins,  Gulls,  Cranes,  and  other  wild  Fowl  in 
Abundance.  In  that  Account  he  makes  Rufco,  which  I  take  to  be  Iniflk 
chawe,  Trefchaw,  or  St.  Nicholas,  very  near  as  big  as  St.  Marys;  and  the 
Ifle  of  St.  Martin  little  inferior  to  that.  We  find  in  this  Account,  which  is 
much  larger  than  either  of  thofe  in  the  Itinerary,  the  Names  of  upwards 
of  thirty  Illes  of  different  Sizes.  They  feem  to  be  diftinguifhed  into  Iflands, 
Iflets,  and  Rocks,  or  Rockets.  By  the  firff,  is  to  be  underftood  Places  in¬ 
habited  ;  by  the  fecond,  fuch  as  produced  Herbage,  wild  Garlic,  and  had 
Rabbets  in  them,  fo  that  that  they  were  of  fome  Benefit ;  the  third  were  bar¬ 
ren  and  ufelefs  L  The  Fertility  of  the  Iflands  is  much  infilled  upon  in  all 
the  Accounts ;  and  it  is  exprefly  faid  of  St.  Mary’s,  that  it  bears  exceeding' 
good  Corn,  infomuch  that  if  Men  did  but  caff  Corn  where  Swine  had  routed, 
it  would  come  up  h  There  is  Mention  made  of  a  Breed  of  wild  Swine,  and 
the  Inhabitants  had  great  Plenty  of  Fowl  and  Fifh  m.  But  notwithstanding 
the  Fertility  of  the  Country,  and  the  many  Commodities  that  Men  had,  or 
might  have  there,  it  was,  neverthelefs,  but  thinly  peopled,  and  the  Reafon 
afligned  is,  becaufe  they  were  liable  to  be  frequently  fpoiled  by  French  or 
Spanifh  Pirates.  In  his  Time  one  Mr.  Davers  of  Wiltfhire,  and  Mr.  Whit- 

i  "  ■ 

8  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  1 1 8.  Thefe  Notes  (for  the  whole  are  no  more)  feem  to  be  made  in 
Hade,  and  St.  Nicholas  to  have  been  written  for  St.  Mary’s. 

h  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  6.  The  Particulars  fet  down  here  are  much  more  diflinft,  and  feem 
derived  from  better  Information. 

i  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  33,  34.  He  acknowleges  Afliflance  from  Leland,  who, 
befides  his  Itinerary,  wrote  a  didinff  Work,  of  the  Idands  belonging  to  Britain,  which  is  now  lod  ; 
and  either  out  of  this,  or  from  fome  larger  Tranfcript  of  the  Itinerary  than  any  now  extant,  he 
compofed  his  Relation. 

k  This  feems  to  be  alfo  the  mod  natural  and  proper  Method  of  confidering  them,  in  cafe  of 
making  an  adlual  and  accurate  Survey  of  the  Scillys. 

1  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  6.  This  dngular  Goodnefs  of  Soil  is  acknowleged  and  aflerted 
by  the  lated  and  bed  informed  Writers  on  this  Subject. 

ra  It  is  ev  dent  from  this  Plenty  of  Provifions,  that  thefe  Iflands  are  capable  of  maintaining  as 
many  Inhabitants  as  any  Country  of  like  Extent. 
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'tington  of  Gloucefterfhire,  were  Proprietors  of  Scilly,  and  drew  from  thence, 
in  Rents  and  Commodities,  about  forty  Marks  a  Year  n. 

There  appears  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Leland’s  Account  this  farther  Circum- 
ftance,  by  the  Publisher,  that  the  Inhabitants,  at  that  juncture,  and  long  before, 
carried  on  a  fmall  Trade  in  dried  Skaite  and  other  Fifli  to  Bretagne,  with 
which  they  purchafed  Salt,  Canvafs,  and  other  Neceftaries  °.  This  feems  to 
be  the  Remains  of  a  very  old  Kind  of  Commerce,  fince,  for  many  Ages,  the 
People  of  that  Country,  thofe  of  the  Scilly  Ifles,  and  the  People  of  Cornwall, 
looked  upon  themfelves  as  Countrymen,  being,  in  Truth,  no  other  than  Rem¬ 
nants  of  the  ancient  Britons,  who,  when  driven  out  by  the  Saxons,  took  Re¬ 
fuge  in  thofe  Illands,  and  in  that  Part  of  France  which  had  before  been  called 
Armorica,  and  from  hence  Riled  Bretagne,  Britanny,  or  little  Britain,  and 
the  People  Bretons  p.  This  in  all  Probability  was  a  great  Relief  to  thofe  who 
dwelt  in  thefe  Ifles;  who,  during  the  long  civil  War  between  the  Houfes  of 
York  and  Lancafter,  had  their  Intercourfe  with  England  fo  much  interrupted, 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  Commerce  with  their  Neighbours  on  the  French 
Coaft,  they  might  have  been  driven  to  the  laft  Diftrefs  q.  But  I  forbear 
meddling  farther  with  their  Hiftory,  as  not  immediately  relating  to  my  Inten¬ 
tion  ;  and  fliall  proceed  next,  to  give  the  beft  Account  I  can  collect  of  thefe 
Ifles  in  their  prelent  Situation. 

The  Scilly,  or  Silley  Iflands,  lie  due  Weft  from  the  Lizard  about  feventeen 
Leagues  ;  Weft  and  by  South  from  the  old  Land’s  End,  neareft  Mount’s  Bay, 
at  the  Diftance  of  ten  Leagues;  and  from  the  weftern  Land’s  End  they  lie 
Weft-South- Weft  at  the  Diftance  of  fomething  more  than  nine  Leagues r. 
There  are  five  of  them  inhabited;  or,  if  you  take  in  Samfon,  in  which  there 
is  only  one  Family,  there  are  then  fix.  The  largeft  of  thefe  is  St.  Mary’s, 
which  lies  in  the  North  Latitude  of  forty-nine  Degrees  fifty-five  Minutes ; 
and  in  the  Longitude  of  fix  Degrees  forty  Minutes,  Weft  from  Greenwich  *. 
It  is  two  Miles  and  a  Half  in  Length,  about  one  and  a  Half  in  Breadth, 
and  between  nine  and  ten  Miles  in  Compafs.  On  the  Weft  Side  there  pro- 

*  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  6.  In  the  Beginning  of  the  fifteenth  Century  a  great  Part  of 
thefe  Ifles  were  poflefled  by  Sir  John  Colfliul,  and  from  this  Family  they  came  by  Marriage  to 
the  Gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  Text. 

°  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  34.  All  this  Time  Bretagne  was  a  difiinft  Sovereignty, 
dependent  only  on  the  Crown  of  France, 

p  Gregor.  Turonenf.  lib.  x.  cap.  ix.  D’AudiJfret  Hifloire  et  Geographie  ancienne  et  moderne, 
vol.  ii.  p.  235.  Borlafe’s  Antiquites  of  Cornwall,  chap.  x.  p.  39. 

9  It  would  be  a  very  curious,  though  a  difficult  Undertaking,  to  trace  the  Correfpondence  of 
the  old  Britons  with  each  other  after  their  Difperfion  by  the  Saxons. 

r  Norden’s  Topographical  Defcription  of  Cornwall,  p.  4  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of 
Scilly,  p.  20.  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Ifles  of  Scilly,  p.  75. 

*  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Ifles  of  Scilly,  p.  159.  But  this  being  a  Point  of  great  Conferuence 
to  the  Navigation  of  Britain,  the  Obfervations  for  fettling  its  Pofition  preciiay  ought  to  be 
repeated. 
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jcdts  an  Ifthmus  :  Beyond  this  there  is  a  Peninfula,  which  is  very  high  ;  ancf 
upon  which  Hands  Star  Caftle,  built  in  1 55? ^ ,  with  fome  Outworks  and  Bat¬ 
teries  :  On  thefe  there  are  upwards  of  threefcore  Pieces  of  Cannon  mounted, 
and  for  the  Defence  of  which  there  is  a  Garrifon  of  an  entire  Company,  with 
a  Mafter-Gunner  and  fix  other  Gunners  5  and  in  the  Magazine  there  are  Arms 
for  three  hundred  Iflanders,  who,  when  fummoned,  are  bound  to  march  into 
the  Fortrel's  t.  Underneath  the  Caftle,  Barracks,  and  Lines,  Hands  Hugh 
Town,  very  improperly  built,  as  lying  fo  low  as  to  be  fubjeft:  to  Inundations. 
A  Mile  within  Land  Hands  Church  Town,  fo  denominated  from  their  Place 
of  Worfliip  5  it  conftfts  of  a  few  Houles  only,  with  a  Court-houfe.  About 
two  Furlongs  EaH  of  this  lies  the  Old  Town,  where  there  are  more  Houfes, 
and  fome  of  them  very  convenient  Dwellings.  The  Number  of  Inhabitants 
in  this  Ifland  are  about  lix  or  feven  hundred,  and  it  produces  to  the  Lord 
Proprietor  three  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  u. 

Trescaw  lies  diredtly  North  from  St.  Mary’s,  at  the  DiHance  of  two 
Miles.  It  was  formerly  ftiled  St.  Nicholas’s  Ifland,  and  was  at  leaH  as  large 
as  St.  Mary’s,  though  at  prefent  about  half  the  Sizew.  The  Remains  of 
the  Abby  are  yet  viftble,  the  Situation  well  chofen,  with  a  fine  Bafon  of 
frefh  Water  before  it,  half  a  Mile  long  and  a  Furlong  wide,  with  an  ever¬ 
green  Bank  high  enough  to  keep  out  the  Sea,  and  ferving  at  once  tp  pre- 
ferve  the  Pond  and  fhelter  the  Abby.  In  this  Pond  there  are  moH  excellent 
Eels,  and  the  Lands  lying  round  it  are  by  far  the  beH  in  thofe  Iflands 
There  are  about  Half  a  Score  Stone  Houfes,  with  a  Church,  which  are  called 
Dolphin  Town,  an  old  Caftle,  built  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
though,  for  a  Reafon  which  will  be  hereafter  given,  called  Oliver’s  Caftler 
and  a  new  Block-houfe,  raifed  out  of  the  Ruins  of  that  Caftle,  which  is  of 
far  greater  Ufe  y.  This  Ifland  is  particularly  noted  for  producing  Plenty  of  the  ^ 
flneft  Samphire,  and  the  only  Tin-works  that  are  now  viftble  are  found  here. 
There  are  upon  it  at  prefent  about  forty  Families,  who  are  very  induftrious, 
and  fpin  more  Wool  than  in  St.  Mary’s.  Its  annual  Value  is  computed  at 
eighty  Pounds  a  Year 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  857,  858.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  34.  Borlafe’s  Obfer¬ 
vations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  10,  11. 

u  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  40.  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of 
Scilly,  p.  6. 

w  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  iii.  fol.  6.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  34.  Borlafe’s  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  5 — 35. 

x  This  confirms  what  we  have  more  than  once  obferved,  as  to  the  Monks  exquifite  Judgment 
in  Situations,  and  their  being  great  Improvers  where- ever  they  were  placed. 

y  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  118.  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  34.  Heath’s 
Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  91. 

z  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  41 — 49.  Compare  the  Size  and  Rent 
of  this  Ifland  with  the  Size  and  Rent  of  St.  Mary’s,  and  conftder  Improvement  only  makes  the 
Difference. 
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A  Mile  to  the  Eaft  of  Trefcaw,  and  about  two  Miles  from  the  molt  northern 
Part  of  St.  Mary’s,  lies  the  Ifle  of  St.  Martin,  not  much  inferior  in  Size  to  that 
of  Trefcaw.  It  very  plainly  appears  to  have  been  formerly  extremely  well  cul¬ 
tivated  ;  notwithftanding  which,  it  was  entirely  deferted,  till  within  fomewhat 
lefs  than  a  Century  ago,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Ekines,  a  confiderable  Merchant, 
engaged  fome  People  to  fettle  there.  He  likewife  caufed  to  be  erected  a 
hollow  Tower,  twenty  Feet  in  Height,  with  a  Spire  of  as  many  Feet  more  $ 
which  being  neatly  covered  with  Lime,  ferves  as  a  Day  Mark  for  directing 
Ships  eroding  the  Chanel,  or  coming  into  Scilly a.  St.  Martin’s  produces 
fome  Corn,  affords  the  bed  Pafture  in  thefe  Iflands,  nourifhes  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Sheep,  has  upon  it  feventeen  Families,  who  pretend  to  have  the  Secret 
of  burning  the  bed  Kelp,  and  are  extremely  attached  to  their  own  Ifland. 
As  a  Proof  of  this  it  is  obfervable,  that,  though  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  rent 
Lands  in  St.  Mary’s,  yet  they  continue  to  refide  here,  going  thither  only 
occafionally  K 

St.  Agnes,  which  is  alfo  called  the  Light-house  Idand,  lies  near  three 
Miles  South-Wed  of  St.  Mary’s,  and  is,  though  a  very  little,  a  very  well 
cultivated  Idand,  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Grafs.  The  only  Inconvenience  to 
which  the  People  who  live  in  it  are  fubjeeft,  is  the  Want  of  good  Water,  as  their 
capital  Advantage  confids  in  having  feveral  good  Coves,  or  fmall  Ports,  where- 
Boats  may  lie  with  Safety,  which  however  are  not  much  ufed  c.  The  Light- 
houfe  is  the  principal  Ornament  and  great  Support  of  the  Illand,  which  dands 
on  the  mod  elevated  Ground,  built  with  Stone  from  the  Foundation  to  the 
Lanthorn,  which  is  fifty-one  Feet  high,  the  Gallery  four,  the  Safh-lights  eleven 
Feet  and  an  Half  high,  three  Feet  two  Inches  wide,  and-fixteen  in  Num¬ 
ber.  The  Floor  of  the  Lanthorn  is  of  Brick,  upon  which  dands  a  fubdan- 
tial  Iron  Grate,  fquare,  barred  on  every  Side,  with  one  great  Chimney  in 
the  Canopy  R6of,  and  feveral  leffer  ones  to  let  out  the  Smoke,  and  a  large 
Pair  of  Smith’s  Bellows  are  fo  fixed,  as  to  be  eafily  ufed  whenever  there  is 
Occafion.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  noble  and  commodious  Stucdure,  and  being 
plaidered  white,  is  an  ufeful  Day-mark  to  all  Ships  coming  from  the  South¬ 
ward  d.  The  Keeper  of  this  Light-houfe  has  a  Salary,  from  the  Trinity 
Houfe  at  Deptford,  of  forty  Pounds  a  Year,  with  a  Dwelling  Houfe,  and 

a  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  54,  55.  We  may  from  hence  conceive, 
what  Advantages  might  arife  from  fetting  up  Perches  on  the  moft  dangerous  Rocks  about  thefe 
Ifles. 

b  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  93.  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of 
Scilly,  p.  55.  There  are  about  feven  hundred  and  twenty  Acres  of  ufeful  Land  in  this  beautiful 
Ifland. 

c  But  if  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  were  increafed,  and  their  Fiflieries  improved,  every 
cne  of  them  would  become  ufeful,  which  is  the  Reafon  of  their  being  mentioned. 

d  Authority  to  direff  and  conflruft  Beacons,  or  Sea-lights,  was  committed  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Deptford  Strand,  by  a  Statute  8°  Elizabeth*. 
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Ground  for  a  Garden.  His  Affiftant  has  twenty  Pounds  a  Year.  It  is  fupplied 
with  Coals  by  an  annual  Ship,  and  the  Carriage  of  thefe  Coals  from  the  Sea-fide 
to  the  Light-houfe  is  looked  on  as  a  confiderable  Benefit  to  the  poor  Inhabit¬ 
ants  -c.  They  have  a  neat  little  Church,  built  by  the  Godolphin  Family. 
There  are  at  at  prefent  fifty  Houfeholds  in  the  Ifland,  which  yeild  the  Pro¬ 
prietor  forty  Pounds  a  Year  C 


Rrehar,  or,  as  pronounced,  BRYER  Ifland,  lies  North-Weft  of  St. 
Mary’s,  and  to  the  Weft  of  Trefcaw,  to  which,  when  the  Sea  is  very  low, 
they  fometimes  pafs  over  the  Sand.  It  is  very  mountainous,  abounds  with 
Sea  and  Land  Fowls,  excellent  Samphire,  and  a  great  Variety  of  medicinal 
Herbs.  There  are  at  prefent  thirteen  Familes,  who  have  a  pretty  Church, 
and  pay  thirty  Pounds  a  Year  to  the  Proprietor  g. 

South  from  hence,  and  Weft  from  Trefcaw,  ftands  the  Ifland  of  Samfon, 
in  which  there  is  not  above  one  Family,  who  fubfift  chiefly  by  the  making 
of  Kelp  b.  To  the  Weftward  of  thefe  there  lie  four  Iflands,  which  con¬ 
tain,  in  the  whole,  three  hundred  and  fixty  Acres  of  meadow  and  arable  Land. 
The  Eaftern  Ifles,  fo  denominated  from  their  Pofition  in  refpedt  to  St.  Mary’s, 
contain  one  hundred  and  twenty -three  Acres ;  and  there  are  alfo  feven  other 
rocky  and  fcattered  Iflands,  that  have  each  a  little  Land  of  fome  Ufe ;  and 
befides  thefe,  innumerable  Rocks  on  every  Side,  among  which  we  muft  rec¬ 
kon  Scili.y,  now  nothing  more  than  a  large,  ill-fhaped,  craggy,  inaccefli- 
ble  Ifland,  lying  the  fartheft  North- Weft  of  any  of  them,  and  confequently 
die  near-eft  to  the  Continent  h 

The  Air  of  thefe  Iflands  is  equally  mild  and  pure  j  their  Winters  are  fel- 
dom  fubjed  to  Froft  or  Snow.  When  the  former  happens,  it  lafts  not  long, 
and  the  latter  never  lies  upon  the  Ground.  The  Heat  of  their  Summers  is 
much  abated  by  Sea  Breezes.  They  are  indeed  frequently  incommoded  by 
Sea  Fogs,  but  then  thefe  are  not  unwholefome.  Agues  are  rare,  and  Fevers 
more  lb.  The  moft  fatal  Diftemper  is  the  Smallpox ;  yet  thofe  who  live 
temperately  furvive  commonly  to  a  great  Age,  and  are  remarkably  free  from 
Difeafes  k.  The  Soil  is  very  good,  and  produces  Grain  of  all  Sorts,  except 
Wheat,  of  which  they  had  anciently  Plenty,  in  large  Quantities.  They  ftill 

*  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  14.  Heath’s  Accounts  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  87. 

{  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  36 — 39. 

%  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  14,  15.  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  93.  Bor¬ 
lafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Scilly  Iflands,  p.  55 — 57. 

h  This  little  Ifle  contains  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  Acres  of  ferviceable  Land,  and  might 
maintain  many  more  Inhabitants  than  are  now  fettled  upon  it  very  comfortably. 

i  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  14,  15.  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  24.  Bor- 
lafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p,  59. 

k  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  34.  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  132. 
JBcrlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  66. 
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grow  a  little,  but  the  Bread  made  of  it  is  unpleafant  l.  They  eat,  for  this 
Reafon,  chiefly  what  is  made  of  Barley  ;  and  of  this  they  have  fuch  Abun¬ 
dance,  that  though  they  ufe  it  both  for  Bread  and  Beer,  they  have  more  than 
fuffices  for  their  own  Confumption.  Potatoes  is  a  new  Improvement,  and  they 
profper  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that,  in  fome  Places,  they  have  two  Crops  in  a 
Year™.  Roots  of  all  Sorts,  Pulfe,  and  Sallads  grow  well,  Dwarf  Fruit-Trees, 
Goofeberries,  Currants,  Rafberries,  and  every  thing  of  that  Kind,  under  pro¬ 
per  Shelter,  thrive  exceedingly;  but  they  have  no  Trees,  though  formerly 
they  had  Elder,  and  Porthelik,  i.  e.  the  Harbour  of  Willows,  proves  they  had 
thefe  like  wife ;  and,  with  a  little  Care,  no  doubt,  great  Improvements  might 
be  made  n.  The  Ranuncula,  Anemone,  and  molt  Kinds  of  Flowers,  are 
fuccefsfully  cultivated  in  their  Gardens.  They  have  wild  Fowl  of  all  Sorts, 
from  the  Swan  to  the  Snipe  ;  and  a  particular  kind  called  the  Hedge  Chicken, 
which  is  not  inferior  to  the  Ortolan  :  Tame  Fowl,  Puffins,  and  Rabbets  in 
great  Numbers  °.  Their  black  Cattle  are  generally  fmall,  but  very  well 
tailed,  though  they  feed  upon  Ore  Weed.  Their  Horfes  are  little,  but  flrong' 
and  lively.  They  have  alfo  large  Flocks  of  fine  Sheep,  their  Fleeces  tolerably 
good,  and  their  Fleffi  excellent.  There  are  no  venomous  Creatures  in  thefe 
Iflands  p. 

We  muff  now  pafs  to  the  Sea,  which  is  of  more  confequence  to  thefe 
Ifles  than  that  fmall  Portion  of  Land  which  is  diftributed  amongft  them.  St, 
Mary’s  Harbour  is  very  fafe  and  capacious,  having  that  Ifland  on  the  South, 
the  Eaflern  Blands,  with  that  of  St.  Martin  on  the  Eafl,  Trefcaw,  Brehar, 
and  Samfon  to  the  North,  St.  Agnes  and  feveral  fmall  Blands  to  the  Well:. 
Ships  ride  here  in  three  to  five  Fathom  Water,  with  good  Anchorage.  Into 
and  out  of  this  Harbour  there  are  four  Inlets,  viz.  Broad  Sound,  Smith’s 
Sound,  St.  Mary’s  Sound,  and  Crow  Sound;  fo  that  hardly  any  Wind  can 
blow  with  which  a  Ship  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Tons  cannot  fafely  fail 
through  one  or  other  of  them,  Crow  Sound  only  excepted,  where  they  cannot 
pafs  at  low  Water,  but  at  high  there  is  from  fixteen  to  twenty-four  Feet  in 
this  Pafiage  q.  Befides  thefe  there  are  two  other  Harbours,,  one  called  New 

1  Rot.  Clauf.  32  Hen.  IIP.  m.  2.  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Silly,  p.  180.  Borlafe’s 
Gbfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  63. 

a‘  Potatoes  -are  now  fo  generally  cultivated  in  thefe  Iflands,  that,  with  their  Fifh,  they  make 
almoft  the  daily  Food  of.  the  common  fort  of  People. 

n  The  Fences  in  thefe  Ifles,  as  in  Cornwall,  though  called  Hedges,  are  compofed  only  of 
Stones  laid  one  upon  another,  without  Mortar  or  any  kind  of  Cement.  As  foon  as  Trees  rife 
above  thefe  the  Sea  Spray  deflroys  them.  In  Norway  they  have  a  kind  of  Water-Elder 
(Vand-hyld)  which  is  not  affefted  in  this  Manner,  and  Fences  of  this  Elder  might  be  ufed  to  cover 
and  protect  other  Trees. 

o  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  S3.  Borlafe’s  Obfervatio ns  on  the  Iflands  of 
Scilly,  p.  80,  81,  82. 

p  It  is  amazing,  in  a  Country  where  they  might  be  bred  to  fo  much  Advantage,  Goats  have 
not  been  hitherto  introduced. 

q.  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  y — 15, 

Grynfey,  r 
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Grynfey,  which  lies  between  Brehar  and  Trefcaw,  where  Ships  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  Tons  may  ride  fecurely.  The  other  is  called  Old  Grynfey,  and  lies 
between  Trefcaw,  St.  Helen’s,  and  Theon,  for  fmaller  Ships.  The  former  is 
guarded  by  the  Batteries  at  Oliver’s  Caftle,  the  latter  by  the  Blockhoufe,  on 
the  eaftern  Side  of  Trefcaw,  called  Dovers  Small  Coafters,  bound  to  the 
Northward,  have  more  convenient  Outlets  from  thefe  little  Harbours  than 
from  St.  Mary’s,  where,  at  the  Weft  End  of  Hugh  Town,  there  is  a  fine 
Pier,  built  by  the  prefent  Earl  of  Godolphin,  four  hundred  and  thirty  Feet 
long,  twenty  Feet  wide  in  the  narrowed:  Part,  and  twenty-three  Feet  in 
Height,  with  lixteen  Feet  of  Water  at  a  Spring,  and  ten  at  a  Neap  Tide,  fo 
that  under  the  Shelter  of  this  Pier  Veflels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Tons 
may  lie  fecurely,  not  only  clofe  to  the  Quay,  but  all  along  the  Strand  of  the 
Town  so 

In  this  Harbour,  and  in  all  the  little  Coves  of  the  feveral  Ifles,  prodigious 
■Quantities  of  Mackerel  may  be  caught  in  their  Seafon.  Soal,  Turbot,  and 
Plaife,  remarkably  good  in  their  Kind.  Ling,  which  from  its  being  a  thicker 
Fifh,  mellower,  and  better  fed,  is  very  juftly  preferred  to  any  caught  nearer 
rour  own.Coafts.  Salmon,  Cod,  Pollock  in  great  Plenty,  and  Pilchards  in 
vaft  Abundance.  'To  thefe  we  may  add,  the  Alga  Marina,  Fucus,  or  Ore- 
weed,  which  ferves  to  feed  both  their  fmall  and  great  Cattle,  manures  their 
Lands,  is  burned  into  Kelp,  is  of  Ufe  in  Phyfic,  is  fometimes  preferved, 
fometimes  pickled,  and,  befides  all  thefe,  is  in  many  other  refpetfts  very  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  Inhabitants,  of  whom  we  are  next  to  fpeak  t. 

The  People  of  Scilly  in  general  are  robuft,  handfome,  active,  hardy,  in- 
duftrious,  generous,  and  good-natured ;  fpeak  the  Englifh  Language  with  great 
Propriety,  have  ftrong  natural  Parts,  (though  for  want  of  a  good  School  they 
have  little  Education  «)  as  appears  by  their  Dexterity  in  the  feveral  Employ¬ 
ments  to  which  they  are  bred.  They  cultivate  moft  of  their  Lands  as  well  as 
.can  be  expected  under  their  prefent  Circumftances.  They  are  bred  from  their 
Infancy  to  the  Management  of  their  Boats,  in  which  they  excel  j  are  good 
Fifhermen,  and  excellent  Pilots  w.  Their  Women  are  admirable  Houfe- 
wives,  fpin  their  own  Wool,  weave  it  into  coarfe  Cloth,  and  knit  Stockings. 

1  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  47.  It  is  apparent  from  their  Remains 
that  there  was  hardly  a  Landing-place  in  thefe  Iflands  which  was  not  anciently  fortified. 

3  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p  14,  15.  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  71.  Bor¬ 
lafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  14. 

c  They  have  done  this  in  common  with  moft  other  Iflands  and  many  of  the  Sea  Coafis  of 
Britain;  and  though  they  employ  the  Alga  to  fo  many  different  Purpofes,  yet  we  fhall 
thereafter  fee  that  there  are  People  in  fome  other  Places  who  ufe  it  flill  to  more. 

u  The  Proprietor  would  be  at  the  Expence  of  a  Schoolmafler,  but  the  Diftance  is  fo  great  that 
a  proper  Perfon  is  not  eafily  to  be  procured. 

w  It  is  apparent  therefore  that  every  Man  who  inhabits  thefe  Iflands,  as  foon  as  he  arrives  at 
That  State,  is  a  Seaman,  and  fo  continues  as  long  as  he  has  Health. 

They 
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They  have  no  Timber  of  their  own  Growth,  and  not  much  from  England ; 
yet  they  have  many  Joiners  and  Cabinet-makers,  who,  out  of  the  fine  Woods 
which  they  obtain  from  Captains  of  Ships  who  put  in  here,  make  all  kinds 
of  domeftic  Furniture  in  a  very  neat  Manner*.  They  are  free  from  the 
Land-Tax,  Malt-Tax,  and  Excile,  and  being  furnifhed  with  Plenty  of  Liquors 
from  the  Veflels  which  are  driven  into  their  Roads,  for  Refrefhment,  for 
necefiary  Repairs,  or  to  wait  for  a  fair  Wind,  in  return  for  Provifions  and 
other  Conveniencies ;  this,  with  what  little  Fifh  they  can  cure,  makes  the 
bell;  Part  of  their  Trade,  if  we  except  their  Kelp,  which  has  been  a  growing 
Manufacture  for  thefe  fourfcore  Years,  and  produces  at  prefent  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  per  Annum  7. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  is  ftiled  Proprietor  of 
Scilly,  in  virtue  of  Letters  Patent  granted  to  the  late  Earl,  then  Lord  Godoi- 
phin,  dated  the  25th  of  July  1698,  for  the  Term  of  eighty-nine  Years,  to 
be  computed  from  the  End  and  Expiration  of  a  Term  of  fifty  Years,  granted 
to  Francis  Godolphin  Efq;  by  King  Charles  the  Firft;  that  is,  from  the 
Year  1 709  to  1798,  when  this  Leafe  determines  In  virtue  of  this  Roval 
Grant,  his  Lordfhip  is  the  foie  Owner  of  all  Lands,  Houles,  and  Tene¬ 
ments,  claims  all  the  Tythes,.  not  only  of  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  but  of 
Fifh  taken  at  Sea,  and  landed  upon  thole  Premifes,  Harbour-duties  paid  by 
Ships,  and  one  Moiety  of  the  Wrecks,  the  other  belonging  to  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  a.  There  is  only  one  ecclefiaftical  Perfon  upon  the  Illands,  who  refides 
at  St.  Mary’s,  and  vifits  the  other  inhabited  Illands  once  a  Year.  But  divine 
Service  is  performed,  and  Sermons  preached,  or  rather  read,  every  Sunday  in 
the  Churches  of  thofe  Illands,  by  an  honeft  Layman  appointed  for  that 

x  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Illands  of  Scilly,  p.  63.  Any  Improvements  may  be  reafonably 
expected  in  Places  fo  happily  fituated,  and  where  the  People  have  naturally  both  Indulfry  and 
Ingenuity. 

y  The  making  of  Kelp  was  introduced  from  Cornwall  by  Mr.  Nance  in  1684.  At  firft  it 
was  fold  for  eighteen,  now  rifen  to  between  forty  and  fifty  Shillings  per  Ton,  fo  that  in  a  favour 
able  Year  a  Man  may  acquire  five  or  fix  Pounds  by  cutting  and  burning  Kelp. 

z.  The  Name  of  this  antient  and  iilufirious  Family  was  taken  from  the  moft  confpicuous  Part 
of  their  Inheritance  before  the  Norman  Conquefi,  Godalghan,  rather  Godalchan  Ball,  that  is. 
White  Eagle  Hill,  in  the  old  Cornifh  Dialed  of  the  Britifh  Tongue,  in  Kerrier  Hundred  in  the 
County  of  Cornwall.  The  firft  who  had  any  Command  in  the  Scilly  Ifles  was  Sir  William  Go¬ 
dalchan  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  He  dying  without  Iflue  left  his  Eftate  and  Intereft 
to  Francis  Godolphin,  afterwards  Sir  Francis  Godolphin,  who  built  Star  Cafile,  and  to  whom 
Queen  Elizabeth,  by  Indenture,  leafed  thefe  Illes  in  1571  for  thirty-eight  Years,  with  a  referved 
Rent  of  ten  Pounds,  which  was  railed  to  twenty  by  King  James  the  Firft,  who  renewed  that 
Leafe  for  fifty  Years,  and  was  again  railed  to  forty  Pounds  per  Annum  by  Charles  the  Firft,  who 
granted  them  for  fifty  Years  from  the  Determination  of  the  laft  Grant,  and  this  Extention 
brought  it  as  low  as  1709,  from  whence  the  Leafe  now  fubfifting  commences,  as  is  above- 
mentioned  ;  fo  that  the  Godolphins  have  been  Proprietors  near  one  hundred  and  ninety 
Years. 

a  The  Grants  or  Leafes  entire,  with  thofe  made  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  King  James  the  Firft, 
and  Charles  the  Firft,  to  the  Anceftors  of  this  noble  Peer,  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Heath’s  Book. 

Vol.  L  Q^q  q  Purpofe; 
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Purpofe;  and  there  are,  likewife,  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers,  regularly 
chofen,  in  every  Parifh  b.  As  to  the  Civil  Government,  it  is  adminiftred 
by  what  is  called  the  Court  of  Twelve;  in  which  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  the  Proprietor’s  Agent,  and  the  Chaplain,  have  their  Seats,  in  virtue 
of  their  Offices ;  the  other  nine  are  chofen  by  the  People  c.  Thefe  decide, 
or  rather  compromife,  all  Differences ;  and  puniffi  fmall  Offences  by  Fines, 
Whippings,  and  the  Ducking-ftool :  As  to  greater  Enormities,  we  may  con¬ 
clude  they  have  not  been  hitherto  known ;  flnce,  except  for  the  Soldiers,, 
there  is  no  Prifon  d  in  the  Iflands.  But,  in  cafe  of  capital  Offences,  the  Cri¬ 
minals  may  be  tranfported  to,  and  brought  to  Juflice  in,  the  County  of 
Cornwall. 

The  great  Importance  of  thefe  Iflands  arifes  from  their  advantageous  Si¬ 
tuation,  as  looking  equally  into  St.  George’s  Channel,  which  divides  Great- 
Britain  from  Ireland,  and  the  Engliffi  Channel,  which  feparates  Britain  from 
France.  For  this  Reafon,  mod  Ships  bound  from  the  Southward  ftrive  to 
make  the  Scilly  Iflands,  in  order  to  fleer  their  Courfe  with  greater  Certainty,. 
It  is  very  convenient  alfo  for  Veffeis  to  take  Shelter  amongfl  them,  which 
prevents  their  being  driven  to  Milford  Haven,  nay,  fometimes  into  fome  Port  in 
Ireland,  if  the  Wind  is  flrong  atEaft;  or,  if  it  blows  hard  at  North-Weft, 
from  being  forced  back  into  fome  of  the  Cornifh  Harbours,  or  even  on  the 
French  Coafts.  If  the  Wind  fliould  not  be  very  high,  yet  if  unfavourable  or 
unfteady,  as  between  the  Channels  often  happens,  it  is  better  to  put  into 
Scilly,  than  to  beat  about  at  Sea,  in  bad  Weather  e.  The  Intercourfe  between 
thofe  two  Channels  is  another  Motive  why  Ships  come  in  here,  as  chuflng 
rather  to  wait  in  Safety  for  a  Wind,  than  to  run  the  Hazard  of  being  blown- 
out  of  their  Courfe ;  and,  therefore,  a  flrong  Gale  at  Eaft  feldom  fails  of 
%  bringing  thirty  or  forty  Veffeis,  and  frequently  a  larger  Number,  into  Scilly;, 
not  more  to  their  own  Satisfaction,  than  to  that  of  the  Inhabitants  f.  Ships 
homeward-bound  from  America  often  touch  there,  from  the  Deftre  of 
making  the  ftrft  Land  in  their  Power,  and  for  the  fake  of  Refrelhment.. 
Some  or  other  of  thefe  Reafons  have  an  Influence  on  foreign  Ships,  as  well 
as  our  own,  and  afford  the  Natives  an  Opportunity  of  fhewing  their  wonder¬ 
ful  Dexterity,  in  conducting  them  fafely  into  St.  Mary’s  Harbour,  and,  when. 

b  If  the  Number  of  People  in  each  of  the  inhabited  Iflands  were  trebled,  they  might  well  afford: 
to  keep  a  Perfon  in  Deacon’s  Orders,  as  a  Minifter  and  School-mafter. 

c  One  cannot  help  admiring  that,  in  an  Age  like  this,  and  at  fuch  a  Diflance  from  the  Seat  of 
Government,  fo  Ample  an  Inflitution  fliould  fuffice  to  keep  the  People  in  order.  ^ 

d  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  i  io,  1 1 1.  from  whence  it  appears,  that  military 
Juflice  is  fometimes  retarded  (the  Prifoner  remaining  all  the  Time  in  a  damp  difmal  Dungeon)  for 
want  of  Officers  to  form  a  Court  Martial. 

c  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  15.  Borlafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  126,. 
I27‘ 

f  As  this  is  the  principal  Source  of  Profit  to  the  Inhabitants,  fo  every  Method  of  improving 
it  ought  to  be  put  in  their  Power. 

the 
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the  Wind  ferves,  through  their  Sounds.  Upon  firing  a  Gun,  and  making  a 
Waft,  a  Boat  immediately  puts  off*  from  the  nearefl  Iflands,  with  feveral 
Pilots  on  board  3  and  having,  with  amazing  Activity,  dropped  one  of  them 
into  every  Ship,  ’till  only  two  Men  are  left  in  the  Boat,  thele  return  again  to 
Land,  as  the  Wind  and  other  Circumftances  diredt,  in  one  of  their  little 
Coves  g. 

i 

In  time  of  War,  the  Importance  of  thefe  Iflands  is  flill  more  confpicuous 3 
and  it  is  highly  probable,  that  they  afforded  the  Allies  a  Place  for  affembling 
their  Fleet,  when  the  Britons,  Danes,  Scots,  and  Irifh,  failed  under  the 
Command  of  Anlaff,  to  attack  King  Athelstan  3  which  convinced  him 
of  the  Neceffity  of  adding  them  to  his  Dominions  L  Upon  the  like  Prin¬ 
ciple,  Henry  the  Eighth,  when  upon  bad  Terms  with  his  Neighbours,  caufed 
an  old  Fortrefs  to  be  repaired  3  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  more  to  fear, 
directed  the  Condrudtion  of  a  Caffle,  which,  in  part  at  lead,  dill  remains  b 
But  the  mod  lingular  indance  of  the  Detriment  that  might  arife  from  thefe 
Iflands  falling  into  other  Hands  than  our  own,  happened  in  1651,  when  Sir 
John  Greenvile  took  Shelter  in  them,  with  the  Remains  of  the  Corniffi  Ca¬ 
valiers.  For  the  Depredations  committed  by  his  Frigates  foon  made  it  evident, 
that  Scilly  was  the  Key  of  the  Englifh  Commerce 3  and  the  Clamours  of  the 
Merchants  thereupon  rofe  fo  high,  that  the  Parliament  were  forced  to  fend  a 
Fleet  of  fifty  Sail,  with  a  great  Body  of  Land  Forces  on  board,  under  Sir  George 
Ayfcue,  and  Admiral  Blake,  who  with  great  Difficulty,  and  no  inconfider- 
able  Lofs,  made  themfelves  Maders  of  Trefcaw  and  Brehar  3  where  they 
ere&ed  thofe  Lines  and  Fortifications,  near  the  Remains  of  the  old  Fortrefs, 
that  are  called  Oliver’s  Cadle  L  But  at  length,  finding  that  little  was  to  be 
done  in  that  Way,  they  chofe  to  grant  Sir  John  Greenvile  a  mod  honourable 
Capitulation,  as  the  fured  Means  to  recover  Places  of  fuch  Confequence  3  with 
which  the  Parliament  were  very  little  fatisfied,  till  Mr.  Blake  gave  them  his 
Reafons,  which  appeared  to  be  fo  well  founded,  that  they  diretdedthe  Ar¬ 
ticles  he  had  concluded  to  be  pun&ually  carried  into  Execution  b 

Amongst  the  Reafons  urged  by  Admiral  Blake,  in  Support  of  his  own 
Conduct,  one  of  the  mod  weighty  and  conclufive  was,  that  the  Dutch,  jealous 
of  the  new  Commonwealth  of  England,  had  actually  treated  with  Sir  John 

g  Cutler’s  Coafting  Pilot,  p.  15.  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Scilly  Iflands,  p.  71,  72,  73.  Bor- 
lafe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Scilly  Iflands,  p.  125,  126. 

h  Aluredi  Beverlacenfis,  Annal.  lib.  viii.  p.  54.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  v.  iii.  5.  Camdeni  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  136. 

i  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  34.  Carew’s  Survey  of  Cornwall,  fol.  85.  —  Curfon’s 
Compendium  of  the  Laws  and  Government  of  England,  p.  440. 

k  Whitlock’s  Memorial,  p.  493.  Heath’s  Chronicle  of  the  Civil  Wais,  p.284.  Hiftory  of 
the  Civil  Wars  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  p.  326. 

1  Sir  George  Wharton,  in  his  Gefta  Britannorum,  p.  465.  Clarendon’s  Hiftoiy  of  the  Re¬ 
bellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  465.  The  original  Articles,  a  M.S.  in  Folio,  of  two  Sheets,  are  ffill  pre¬ 
fer  ved  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

q  2  Greenvile 
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Greenvile  for  the  Sale  of  thefe  Elands,  known  to  them  by  the  Name  of  the 
Sorlings,  and  had  offered  no  lefs  than  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  for 
the  Purchafe  of  them  m  5  and  had  fent  their  Admiral,  Van  Tromp,  with  a 
ftrong  Squadron,  and  the  Money  on  board,  in  order,  if  the  Bargain  had  been 
concluded,  to  take  Poffeffion  of  them.  But  Sir  John  Greenvile  was  too  much 
an  Englishman  to  come  into  any  fuch  Agreement,  though  he  made  ufe  of  it  to 
procure  better  Terms  5  and  then,  by  Order  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  who  ' 
was  in  Scotland,  Surrendered  the  Premises  to  the  Parliament ;  who  efhblifhed 
a  confiderable  Force  in  them,  caufing  the  old  Fortifications  to  be  repaired,  and 
new  ones  to  be  eredted  n.  It  is  evident,  from  hence,  that  the  Dutch  under- 
lfood  perfectly  well  the  Value  of  thefe  Illands,  Since  they  would  not  only 
have  paid  for  them  at  fo  round  a  Rate,  but  would  have  broke,  without  Cere¬ 
mony,  with  the  Government  then  fubfifting  in  England,  rather  than  have 
parted  with  them0.  In  their  fubfequent  War  with  King  Charles  the  Second, 
they  had  Views  upon  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and,  as  we  Shall  fee  elfewhere,  have 
been  for  purchafing  Illands  dependant  on  the  Crown  of  Scotland  p  ;  for  which 
no  adequate  Caufe  can  be  afhgned,  but  their  apprehending  that  they  know 
the  Value  of  fuch  Countries  better  than  we;  and  that  in  this  they  are  not 
mistaken,  has  already,  in  fome  meafure,  appeared,  and  will  Still  more  fully 
and  clearly  appear,  before  we  come  to  the  Coaclufion  of  the  prefent  Section. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  HiStory  that  we  have  already  delivered  of  thefe 
Ifles,  that  they  were  funk  into  the  loweft  and  moSt  deplorable  State  pofhble, 
except  being  utterly  abandoned,  and  that  they  were  at  the  very  Eve  of  this, 
when  they  were  leafed  by  the  Crown  to  the  prefent  Noble  Family  who  have 
fo  long  enjoyed  them ;  and  to  whofe  Care,  Protection,  and  Expence,  the  State 
they  are  in  is  wholly  and  juftly  to  be  afcribed  q.  It  may,  with  Probability,  alfo 
be  farther  prefumed,  that  having  now,  according,  to  the  mod  accurate  Ac¬ 
counts  we  could  procure,  between  a  thoufand  and  fifteen  hundred  Inhabitants, 
there  are  no  juft  Grounds  for  expe&ing  that  much  more  will,  or  indeed  can. 
be  done,  towards  augmenting  their  Prolperity,  unlefs  thofe  Difficulties  are  re¬ 
el  Bates’s  Elenchus  Motuum,  P.  ii.  p.  77.  Manley’s  Hiflory  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  253.  Lord-' 
Lanfdown’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  256,  257. 

a  Skinner’s  Life  of  General  Monk,  Chap.  ix.  Hobbes’s  Hiflory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  2 8 3<.. 
Heath’s  Account  of  the  Ifles  of  Scilly,  p.  209,  210. 

0  The  Refolution  the  Dutch  had  taken,  to  difpute  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  with  England, 
induced  them  to  Secure  thefe  Iflands,  as  the  firfl  Fruits  of  that  naval  Empire  they  meant  to 
affiime  ;  and,  no  Doubt,  before  they  carried  Things  thus  far,  they  had  formed  a  Scheme  for 
fortifying,  improving,  and  preferving  them. 

p  Lettres,  Memoires,  et  Negotiations  de  Monfieur  Le  Comte  d’EAradcs,  tom.  iii.  p.  456.  Sir 
William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tracts,  p.  525.  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  WeAern  Iflands  of  Scot¬ 
land,  p.  347. 

1  Thefe  fucceffive  Grants  feem  to  declare  a  Truft  repofed  in  the  Leflees  by  the  Crown,  for 
the  public  Benefit ;  and  to  the  immortal.  Honour  of  the  GODOLPHIN  Family,  no  Trufl  was 
ever  more  effectually  difcharged  ;  and,  as  to  the  Difficulties  mentioned  in  the  Text,  they  do  not 
either  proceed  from  the  Proprietor,  or  are  at  all  in  his  Power  to  redrefs. 

3 
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moved  which  vifibly  impede  fuch  a  Defign,  and  fome  other  Helps  are  be¬ 
llowed,  which  might  have  a  Tendency  to  promote  it  r.  To  both  thefe 
Points  we  will  fpeak  as  fuccindtly  as,  with  due  Regard  to  Perfpicuity,  it  is 
poffible.  In  the  firft  place,  the  Inhabitants  have  no  proper  Tenure  in  their 
real  or  perfonal  Eftates  ;  indeed,  ftridtly  fpeaking,  there  is  no  fuch  Thing 
as  a  real  Eflate  in  thofe  Illands.  The  Lands  are  lett  only  for  twenty-one 
Years,  the  Houfes  belong  to,  and  are  repaired  by  the  Proprietor,  are  managed 
by  his  Agent,  and  no  new  Tenement  can  be  erected  but  by  his  Leave,  and 
and  on  luch  Terms  as  he  fhall  judge  reafonables.  Now,  if  we  compare  the 
Shortnefs  of  thefe  Tenures  with  the  Nature  of  the  Improvements  that  are 
required,  and  which  muft  confift  in  fencing,  draining,  and  planting,  it  is 
manifeft  that  no  fuch  Improvements  will  ever  be  undertaken  t.  In  the  next 
place,  there  is,  in  Reality,  no  proper  or  eftablifhed  Civil  Government ;  the 
Commander  in  Chief  being,  in  effect,  the  firft  Magiflrate,  and  the  Court  of 
Twelve  wanting  that  Authority  and  Rule  of  A&ion  which  is  requifite  in  a 
well-governed  Community.  The  military  Force,  likewife,  which  is  ufually 
fixed  at  only  a  fingle  Company  of  forty  Men,  and  thofe  Invalids,  is  too 
fmall  for  the  Protection  of  the  Elands,  or  even  for  the  bare  defending  the 
Fortifications  that  have  been  already  made,  at  a  great  Expence ;  and  which, 
for  the  Llonour  and  Security  of  the  Nation,  ought  to  be  always  kept  in  the 
beft  Order  u.  The  fame  Indulgence  is  not  fhewn  to  them,  as  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  other  Elands,  in  refpeCt  to  the  Duty  upon  Salt  5  which  redrains 
their  Fifhery,  and  is  a  very  fenlible  Check  on  that  Species  of  Induftry,  which 
would  foonefc  and  mod  effectually  put  it  into  their  Power  to  enter  upon  far¬ 
ther  Improvements  w.  Ladly,  they  have  no  dated,  regular,  or  certain  Cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Continent  of  Britain,  which,  for  many  Reafons,  they 
ought  to  have,  and  for  want  of  which  their  Necefilties  and  Didredes  may  be 
unknown  to  their  Mother-Country,  ’till  they  become  defperate,  and  pad  Re- 
drefs,  as,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  Attack  from  foreign  Enemies  with  a  tolerable 
Force,  might  eafily  happen  ;  and  againd  which,  for  that  and  for  various 
weighty  Confiderations,  it  becomes  us  mod  certainly  to  guard,  at  lead  till,  by 
removing  the  former  Difficulties,  the  People  in  thefe  Illes  fhall  be  put  thereby 

r.  All  that  is  aimed  at  by  thefe  Propofals,  is  to  make  the  Scilly  Iflands  worth  as  much  to  this 
Nation,  as  the  Price  once  offered  for  them  by  our  Neighbours. 

s  Heath’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  p.  83.  Borlafe’s Obfervations,  p.  13 1  — 139. 

c  Whatever  the  Inhabitants  acquire,  mull  be  by  hard  Labour  and  great  Induftry;  to  induce 
diem,  therefore,  to  lay  this  out  upon  the  Soil,  the  Legiflature  fliould  grant  them  (or  enable 
the  Proprietor  to  grant)  a  fettled  Property. 

u  It  might  be  expedient  to  form  the  Iflanders  into  a  regular  Battalion  of  Militia,  exercifing. 
them  conftantly  once  a  Week,  and  keeping  each  Company  (at  Soldiers  Pay)  upon  Duty,  in  the 
Caftle,  Lines,  and  Block-houfes,  for  two  Months  fucceffively ;  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
People,  preferve  the  Fortifications  and  Barracks  in  good  Order,  and  fecure  thefe  Iflands  efiedii' 
ally,  at  a  fmall  Expence. 

w  Stat.  2  and  3  Ann.  cap.  14.  fe<ft.  9.  A  Drawback  is  allowed  on  all  Salt  exported  to  the 
Iile  of  Man,  to  Jerfey,  and  to  Guernfey.  The.  Reafons  hold  as  well.  to.  the  Ifles  of  Scilly. . 
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into  fuch  a  Situation  as  may  qualify  them  to  remove  this  themfelves,  which 
they  will  fpeedily  and  naturaiiy  do,  as  foon  as  their  Circumltances  fhaU 
permit  *. 

As  Things  Band  at  prefent,  the  Scilly  Blands,  though  Part  of  the  Britifh 
Dominions,  are  of  very  little  Ufe  to  Britain,  and  yield  fcarce  any  Return  to 
the  Public,  for  the  Imall  but  conflant  annual  Expence  with  which  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  them,  in  their  prefent  State,  is  neceffarily  attended  y.  But  if  all 
the  beforementioned  Difficulties  were  taken  away,  and  a  regular  Communica¬ 
tion  was  once  eftablifhed,  Things  would  very  quickly  alter ;  every  habitable 
Ifland  would  be  improved,  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  increafed,  and  new 
Species  of  Industry  being  introduced,  wTould  of  courfe  become  new  Sources  of 
Subfiftence  z ;  more  efpecially  if  a  few  additional  Helps  were  added,  which 
might  be  afforded  without  any  great  Expence,  and  would  be  productive  of 
fuch  certain  Benefits,  as  could  not  fail  of  reimburfing  that  Expence  very  foon. 
There  is  a  wide  Difference  between  lavifhing  away  public  Money,  and 
laying  it  out  for  proper  Purpofes :  The  former  is  Profufion ;  the  latter  is 
Oeconomy  a.  A  ffriking  Inffance  of  this  occurs  in  the  very  Iflands  of  which 
we  are  fpeaking :  Before  the  Light-houfe  was  ereCted  upon  St.  Agnes  Illand, 
not  a  Winter  paffed  unmarked  by  Misfortunes,  infomuch  that  theScillys  were 
infamous  for  Shipwrecks.  But,  fince  that  Time,  very  few  have  happened, 
and  thofe  either  from  Storms,  Careleffnefs,  or  the  Ignorance  of  Pilots  b.  That 
Light-houfe  is  not  much  above  half  a  Century  old,  and  the  very  Duties  which 
have  been  paid  on  the  Cargoes  that  it  has  preferved,  would  much  more  than 
defray  the  Coils  of  thofe  auxiliary  Eflabliihments  which  feem  to  be  neceffary. 

In  the  firfl  Place,  there  ought  to  be  a  good  School  founded  at  St.  Mary’s, 
and  put  under  the  Care  of  two  or  three  able  Perfons,  capable  of  inflruCling 

x  If  they  had  once  a  confiderable  Fifhery,  their  little  Boats,  which  are  admirable  in  their 
Kind,  and  built  in  St.  Mary’s,  would  be  quickly  fwelled  into  decked  Veflels ;  and  the  fetching 
Flour,  Salt,  Coals,  Timber,  and  other  Neceffaries,  and  the  carrying  Fifh,  Kelp,  Malt,  and  the 
like  Commodities,  would  make  thefe  People  Alike  into  Manufactures  and  Commerce,  of  which 
their  Anceftors  never  heard. 

y  The  converting,  by  a  little  Attention  and  a  moderate  Expence,  a  certain,  though  fmall  dead 
Charge,  into  a  great  and  growing  Profit,  is  an  ObjeCt  proper  for  national  Wifdom  to  undertake; 
and  which  private  Intereft,  having  fuch  Means  offered,  will  fuddenly  and  certainly  effedt.  But, 
without  this  additional  Difburfement,  the  fmall  annual  Charge  will,  in  Length  of  Time,  rife  to 
a  large  Sum  ;  and  a  much  larger,  which  might  have  been  annually  gained,  be  for  ever  loft. 

1  At  prefent,  the  People  live  here,  as  it  were,  by  Chance,  fometimes  in  Plenty,  much  oftner 
in  Penury ;  or  as  their  own  Proverb  (the  Sapience,  as  Lord  Bacon  calls  it,  of  the  Multitude) 
more  emphatically  expreffes  it,  “  A  Feaft  or  a  Famine  in  Scilly.”  Where  Maintenance  depends 
not  on  Forefight,  but  Accident,  it  is  very  natural  for  Mankind,  whenever  an  Opportunity  offers, 
to  drown,  in  the  Joy  of  To-day,  the  Remembrance  of  Yefterday,  and  their  Fears  for  To-morrow. 

»  There  is  plainly  a  Neceffity  in  the  prefent  Cafe  ;  for,  if  the  Publick  will  do  nothing  for 
thefe  Ides,  they  never  can  be  of  any  farther  Ufe  to  the  Publick. 

Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  733.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercialis,  p.  13.  Cutler’s  Coafling 
Pilot,  p.  14.  15. 
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the  Youth  of  the  Illand  in  Reading,  Writing,  and  Arithmetick ;  and  fuch 
amongil:  them  as  manifeft  an  extraordinary  Pregnancy  of  Parts,  and  fuitable 
Application,  in  other  Branches  of  ufeful  practical  Knowledge  :  fuch  as  the 
Elements  of  Geometry,  Navigation,  and  Mechanics  c.  If  thele  Perfons  had 
handlbme  Salaries  for  their  Lives,  a  fmall  Endowment  for  the  School  would 
procure  them  SuccefTors  from  amongft  their  own  Scholars ;  and  there  is  no 
Doubt,  that,  as  the  Circumftances  of  the  Inhabitants  grew  better,  they  would 
fupply  any  Deficiencies,  as  they  are  very  fenfible  of  the  want  of  Education, 
and  of  Books  and  other  Means  of  Inflrudion.  If  one  of  the  Perfons  thus 
fent  had  a  Turn  to  Hufbandry  and  Botany,  it  would  be  fo  much  the  better; 
becaufe,  as  thofe  who  have  vilited  thefe  Iflands  unanimoufly  agree,  many 
Things  might  be  done,  and  Lands  which  at  prefent  yield  very  little,  be  railed, 
to  a  confiderable  Value  <k 

It  would  be  very  expedient  to  erebt  public  Magazines,  for  holding  Goods 
faved  out  of  Wrecks,  or  extracted  from  the  Sea  by  Diving,  and  fettling  the 
Terms  of  Salvage  by  Law ;  directing  alfo  the  Diftribution  of  it,  in  an  equitable 
and  certain  Proportion,  fo  that  there  fhould  remain  no  Foundation  for  Com¬ 
plaint  on  the  Part  of  the  Owner,  or  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  very  frankly  and 
conftantly  expofe  their  Perfons,  and  their  fmall  Craft,  for  the  Prefervation  of 
People  and  Goods ;  and,  which  is  natural  enough,  think  their  Labours  and 
Dangers  in  fo  doing  deferve  a  fuitable  Recompence  e. 

It  might  be  alfo  a  real  Point  of  Policy  to  eftablifh  a  Diving  Engine,  and 
a  fmall  Company  here,  under  certain  Regulations  ;  as  there  are  known  many, 
and  fome  of  thefe  very  richly  laden  Vefels,  to  have  perifhed  unhappily  upon 
the  adjacent  Rocks  f from  whence  Chefts  of  Silver  and  other  Things  of 
Value  might  be  recovered,  if  the  Title  to  the  Goods  fb  recovered  was  by 
Law  put  beyond  Difpute.  It  is  of  fome  Importance  alfo,  that  an  Art  which 

c  The  Plantation  of  Science  feems  to  be  incumbent  on  the  Mother-Country ;  the  Cultivation 
belongs  to  thofe  who  are  to  reap  its  Fruits. 

d  This  would  not  only  do  Service  to  thefe  Iflands,  but  provide  for  fome  Man  of  Merit,  and 
wipe  off  the  Reproach  of  making  thofe  rich  who  adminifler  to  the  Pleafures,  and  buffering  thofe 
to  ilarve  who  render  effential  Services  to  the  Age. 

e  It  is  chiefly  Punctilios  ill  underflood,  clafliing  Authorities,  and  antiquated  Claims,  that 
have  hindered  thefe  Points  from  being  long  ago  adjufled,  from  whence  thefe  accidental  Evils  have 
been  entailed  and  heightened  ;  whereas,  if  a  general  Law  was  once  made,  plain  in  Subflance  and 
ealily  executed,  thefe  Misfortunes  would  receive  all  the  Alleviations,  of  which,  in  their  Nature, 
they  are  fufceptible. 

f  As  for  inftance,  a  Weft  India  Ship,  homeward-bound,  in  1736,  with  much  Silver  on  board; 
a  Dutch  Eaft  India  Ship,  outward-bound,  with  Treafure  on  board,  in  1743  ;  to  fay  nothing  of 
older  Wrecks :  From  whence  (the  Property  being  veiled,  by  Law,  in  the  Recoverers)  much 
might  be  ftill  extrafled,  and  Succefs  would  excite  Men  to  perfeft  the  Art,  and,  for  fome  Time- 
at  leaft,,  confine  it  to  thefe  Iflands,  where  it  might  be  praftifed  with  Succefs. 
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the  learned,  ingenious,  and  induftrious  Dr.  Halley,  brought  in  a  manner  to 
Perfection,  fliould  be  preferved  and  praClifed  by  Britiffi  Subjects  2. 

It  would  be  right  to  give  Encouragement  for  the  procuring  Salt  in  thefe 
Elands,  either  by  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  in  Ponds,  which,  the  Latitude  and 
fome  other  Circumftances  conlidered,  feems  to  be  very  practicable ;  or,  ’till 
that  can  be  accomplished,  by  boiling  the  fait  Water ;  and,  as  they  already 
make  a  great  Quantity  of  Lime  and  Kelp,  fome  ingenious  and  induftrious 
Perfon  might  contrive  Means,  not  only  to  burn  thefe,  but  alfo  to  boil  Sea 
Water  into  Salt,  with  one  and  the  fame  Fire  ;  which,  if  it  was  once  difcovered, 
and  actually  carried  into  Execution  in  any  one  Place,  would  be  very  Speedily  per¬ 
formed  in  all  the  Iilands,  and  prove  highly  Serviceable  to  their  Fisheries  h. 

There  is  one  Thing  more  I  would  add,  and  it  is  this;  that,  under  proper 
Regulations,  and  the  Goods  being  depofited  in  proper  Warehoufes,  Commo¬ 
dities,  not  quickly  periShable,  might  remain  here  till  Merchants  could  conve¬ 
niently  tranfport  and  pay  Duty  for  them,  in  any  of  the  Ports  of  Britain  b  If 
it  Should  be  objected,  that  this  would  be  an  Encouragement  to  Smuggling,  I 
mult  ob Serve,  that  there  is  a  Cuftom-houfe  already  established  here  ;  that  the 
Warehoufes  for  depofiting  Such  Goods,  till  the  Duties  were  paid,  might  be 
under  the  Care  of  the  Officers ;  and  that  if  they  had  a  Dock,  with  a  VeSTel  or 
two,  the  Communication  with  Britain  might  be  put  alfo  under  their  Di¬ 
rection  k  ;  and  Such  Meafures  taken,  as  to  produce  a  valuable  Commerce  be¬ 
tween  thefe  Elands  and  their  Mother  Country,  without  any  Poffibility  of 
Frauds  being  committed,  at  leaf!  with  Impunity  b 

In  order  to  convince  the  impartial  and  intelligent  Reader,  that  thefe  are 
not  gratuitous  Suppofitions,  or  political  Amufements,  it  will  be  proper  to 
clofe  this  Article  with  an  Appeal  to  the  Evidence  of  FaCts m.  If,  as  a  very 
capable  and  judicious  Perfon,  from  his  own  Observations,  concluded,  all  the 
inhabited  Iflands,  together  with  fome  that  are  now  abandoned,  formerly 

8  Works  of  the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle,  vol.  i.  p.  69.  vol.  iii.  p.  107.  165.  Philofophical 
'Tranfadlions  of  the  Royal  Society,  vol.  xxix.  N°  349.  p.  492-  See  alfo  the  Improvements  made 
by  Capt.  Martin  Tierwald  (Military  Architeft  to  his  Swedhh  Majefly)  to  the  Diving  Bell ;  of 
-which  there  is  an  Extradl  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  N°.  444.  p.  337. 

h  The  Drawback  before  propofed  fliould  be  firfl:  given,  and  then  fuch  Encouragements  as  may 
be  requiflte  to  make  any  of  thefe  Methods  take  Place. 

i  In  Countries  where  Goods  are  charged  with  very  high  Duties,  this  feems  to  be  no  more  than 
a  natural  and  equitable  Indulgence,  which  Merchants  have  reafon  to  expedl. 

k  Some  judicious  Perfons  have  thought  the  Moorifli  Ground  at  Porthellick,  in  St.  Mary’s,  an 
old  Harbour  lilted  up :  But  nobody  doubts,  that,  with  a  very  Small  Charge,  a  commodious 
Haven  may  be  there  made,  which  would  anfvver  all  thefe  Purpofes. 

1  It  is  a  Point  often  difficult,  but  never  impra&icable,  to  reconcile  thelnterefl:  of  the  Revenue 
with  the  pubhck  Intereft. 

m  Borlafe,  p.  S7.  97.  where  this  ingenious  Writer  has  treated  this  Matter  very  copioufly,  and 
with  much  Penetration,  Sagacity,  and  Learning. 

made 
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made  but  one,  of  which  Scilly  was  the  North-Weft  Promontory,  this  was  in 
ancient  Times,  as  the  Veftiges  ftill  apparent  clearly  ftiew,  much  better  in¬ 
habited,  more  thoroughly  cultivated,  and  of  far  greater  Confequence,  than 
the  Remains  of  it  now  are ;  though  by  having  a  capacious  Harbour  in  the 
Middle,  and  thofe  four  Sounds  which  have  been  before  mentioned,  one  ftiould 
be  led  to  imagine,  that  the  Benefits  which  might  be  derived  from  the  Sea 
would  compenfate  for  the  Lofs  of  Land.  As  it  now  ftands,  it  is  very  little, 
if  at  all,  lefs  than  the  Ifland  of  Texel  in  Weft  Frizeland,  or  North  Holland, 
which  lies  in  a  much  worfe  Climate ;  is  alfo  inferior  in  point  of  Soil ;  has,  in¬ 
deed,  a  very  capacious  but  very  indifferent  Port,  and  yet  very  far  furpaffes  thefe 
Ifles,  in  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  and  in  all  other  Circumftances  that  de¬ 
pend  on  human  Contrivance":  For  this  Ifle  has,  befides  a  ftrong  Fortrefs  on 
the  South  Side,  one  pretty  large  Town,  five  populous  Villages,  leveral  fmall 
Hamlets,  and  a  Multitude  of  Farm-houfes  o.  All  this  is  owing  to  its  Situa¬ 
tion,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Paffage  through  the  Zuyder-Zee  to  Amfterdam  ^ 
to  the  Care  of  the  States  in  providing  it  with  very  ftrong  expenfive  Dykes  to 
keep  out  the  Sea,  and  every  thing  elfe  requifite  to  its  Security ;  to  the  pro¬ 
curing  for  thofe  who  dwell  there  many  of  the  Advantages  which  have  been 
above  fuggefted  ;  fuch  as  fettling  the  Rates  of  Pilotage,  favouring  the  Fifheries, 
and  affording  them,  who  are  by  no  means' a  better  fort  of  People  than  thofe 
in  the  Scillys,  the  feveral  Encouragements  they  want,  and  every  Kind  of 
Prote&ion  and  Emolument  that  they  can  defire  p.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
Affiftances,  which  arife  only  from  Principles  of  true  Policy,  the  People  are 
enabled  to  live  comfortably,  to  draw  from,  their  Lands  more,  than  from  the 
Nature  of  them,  could  poffibly  be  expected  ;  though  this,  indeed,  falls  fhort 
of  their  Subliftence.  But  the  Deficiency  they  labour  under  in  that  refped:,  is 
abundantly  made  up  by  their  Induftry  in  Fifhing ;  by  their  becoming  many 
ways  ufeful  to  Ships  outward  and  homeward-bound ;  by  the  Entertainment 
of  Strangers  waiting  for  fair  Winds ;  and  a  great  Variety  of  other  Circum¬ 
ftances  q,  fimilar  to  thofe,  which,  in  refpedt  to  the  Manners  of  our  own 
Wanders,  have  been  before  deferibed.  The  Refu.lt  of  this  fingular  Attention 


n  This  is  the  true  Ted,  in  refpeft  to  the  Value  of  Countries  ;  for  what  Men  are  able  to  effect 
in  one  Place,  they  may  be  enabled,  by  like  Means,  to  compafs  in  another. 

°  Diftionaire  Geographique  du  Pais  Bas.  D’Audifffet,  Hidoire  et  Geographic  ancienne  ef 
moderne,  tom.  ii  p  550.  Du  Bois  Geographic  moderne,  tom.  i.  p.  388. 

P  The  Men  of  War,  Fleets  defined  for  England,  the  Mediterranean,  Africa,  and  the  Eadr 
Indies,  rendezvous  at,  and  return  to  the  Texel;  thofe  to  the  North,  the  Whale  Fifhing,  and 
the  Baltick,  at  the  Ulie,  or  Ulielandt,  another  Ifland,  a  few  Mil«s  didant.  By  this  equal  Didri- 
bution  of  Advantages,  and  condant  Attention  of  the  Publick  (that  is,  the  Government)  to  th© 
lntereds  of  private  Perfons,  they  are  effectually  promoted,  and  the  State  flourifhesvof  courfe. 

S  Veffels  are  fometimes.  wind-bound  here  for  fix  Weeks  ;  during  which,  Part  of  the  Crew  and 
mod  of  the  Paffengers  live  on  Shore,  which  preferves  their  Health,  and  contributes  to  their  Eafe, 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  enriches  the  Inhabitants ;  who  are  (which  cannot  be  faid  of  our 
People  in  the  Scillys)  in  Circumdances  to  fupply  them  abundantly  with  whatever  they  want,  and,, 
consequently,  to  improve  fuch  Incidents  to  the  utmod.  The  Number  of  Ships,  one  Year  with 
another,  is  between  two  and  three  thoufand. 

Vol.  L  R  r  1* 
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is,  that,  in  the  annual  AffefTment  of  Taxes  for  North  Holland,  this  Eland 
pays  Seventy  Thoufand  Guilders  r  5  which  explains  the  Myftery  in  the  Treaty 
with  Sir  John  Greenvile,  and  (hews  pretty  plainly,  how  Elands  may  be  worth 
One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  to  lome  People,  though,  from  mere  Negli¬ 
gence,  yielding  little  or  nothing  to  others. - But  it  is  now  high  Time  to 

proceed. 


The  Eland  we  are  next  to  mention  was  known  to  the  Romans  by  the 
Name  of  Mona ;  which  is  evidently  no  more,  than  the  foftening  the  Britifli 
Appellation  Mon,  or  Tir  Mon,  the  Furthefl  Land  s.  It  w'as,  indeed,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  of  Britain,  another  Iile,  and,  in  refpedt  to  Situation,  the  remotefl 
from  the  Continent.  It  had  a  lecond  Name  alfo,  derived  from  its  being 
almoft  entirely  covered  with  Wood,  and  this  was  Inis  Touil ;  or,  as  the 
Moderns  write  it,  Ynys  Dywylh,  the  Shady  Eland  t ;  and  though  now  a  very 
open  Country,  yet  that  it  was  once  in  this  Condition,  appears  plainly,  from 
the  Numbers  of  large  Trees  that  are  dug  up  therein,  and  which,  confe- 
quently,  muft  have  grown  there  u.  It  was  this  that  in  a  very  peculiar  manner 
recommended  it  to  the  Druids;  who,  when  driven  by  the  Roman  Con¬ 
querors  from  among  the  Britifh  People,  as  enthufiaftic  Lovers  of  Liberty,  and 
confequently  Enemies  to  their  Power,  took  Shelter  in  this  fhady  Ille ;  whence 
it  was  called  by  a  third  Name,  Ynys  y  Cedeirn,  that  is,  the  Eland  of 
Heroes  w.  Here  they  were  in  Hopes  of  remaining  in  Peace  ;  but  the  Roman 
Ambition  knowing  no  Bounds,  Caius  Suetonius  Paulinus,  having  overcome 
the  Ordovices,  who  inhabited  the  adjacent  Country,  refolved  alfo  to  pafs  over 
into  Mona,  and  to  extirpate  the  Druids,  who  had  chofen  it  for  their  Retreat  *. 
With  this  View  he  prepared  flat-bottomed  Boats  for  tranfporting  his  Infantry, 
the  Horfe  being  able  to  fwiin  over  the  narrow  Strait  that  divides  this  Ille  from 
the  Continent,  and  by  the  Vigour  and  Valour  of  the  Roman  Forces  eafily 
overthrew  a  Race  of  unarmed  People,  who  oppofed  him  only  with  Cries, 
Execrations,  and  unavailing  Curfes,  the  poor  Refources  of  Barbarous  Supers 
ftition.  But,  before  he  had  well  effe&ed  his  Conqueft,  he  was  recalled  by  a 
general  Infurredtion  of  the  Countries  behind  him,  under  the  Condudt  of  that 
famous  Heroine  Boadicea,  or  Bonduca,  which  procured  the  Remnant  of  the 
Druids  a  fhort  Refpite  of  fifteen  Years ;  when  the  Eland  was  again  attacked. 


r  Temple’s  Obfervations  on  the  Netherlands,  chap.  iii.  p.  125.  Le  Hollandois,  P.  iii.  let.  48. 
p  251.  Van  Egmont’s  and  Heyman's  Travels,  vol.  i.  chap.  1. 

»  Girald.  Cambrenfis  Itiner.  Cambriae,  lib.  ii.  cap.  vii.  Humfredi  Lhuyd  Fragra.  Brit.  De- 
feript.  fol.  53.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  540. 

t  Rowland’s  Mona  Antiqua  Reftaurata,  Dublin,  1723.  40.  p.  24.  Hearne’s  Collection  of  curious 
Difcourfes,  p.  214.  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiq.  Britan,  p.  218. 

u  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  fol.  13.  Dr.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  150.  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfaftions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N®  cclxxv. 

w  Pont.  Virunnii  Britan.  Hilt.  lib.  iv.  Lelandi  Genethliac.  Edvardi  Principis,  p.  24,  25. 
Mona  Antiqua  Reftaurata,  p.  96. 

*  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xiv.  Id.  in  vit.  Agricolae.  Xiphilin.  &  Dion.  lib.  lxii. 
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and  totally  reduced,  by  Julius  Agricola  To  the  whole  of  this  Relation, 
given  us  by  one  of  the  mod  accurate  Roman  Hidorians,  the  numerous  Monu¬ 
ments  of  their  facred  Rites,  the  ancient  Names  of  Places,  and  many  other  in¬ 
dubitable  as  well  as  indelible  Characters,  afford  concurrent  Teftimonies  To 
thefe  we  may  probably  add,  the  very  old  and  common  British  Saying,  Mon 
Mam  Gymrie ;  Mon,  the  Mother,  or  Nurfe,  of  Wales ;  for  though  this  is 
ufually  underdood  of  its  Fertility,  yet  it  feems  to  be  more  applicable  to  its 
being  the  Refidence  of  the  Druids,  whom  the  primitive,  unconquered  Britons, 
held  to  be  the  Parents  of  Science  and  Guardians  of  Society  a.  After  this  Con- 
qued,  Mona,  as  a  Part  of  the  Province  diled  Britannia  Secunda,  remained 
fubjeCt  to  thefe  prudent  and  powerful  People ;  who  have  alfo  left  fome  Re¬ 
mains,  though  not  of  public  or  private  Buildings,  yet  of  Coins,  Urns,  and 
Utenlils,  abundantly  fufficient  to  manifed  they  once  redded  in  this  Ifle. 

When  the  Romans  entirely  abandoned  our  Country,  the  Natives  feem  to 
have  refumed  that  Kind  of  Government,  under  which  they  had  lived  before 
they  came  hither.  At  lead  it  is  certain,  that  many  Princes  were  acknow¬ 
ledged  at  one  and  the  fame  Time,  in  different  Parts  of  the  Illand.  Amongff 
thefe,  Cafwallon  law-hir  fixed  his  regal  Seat  in  Mona,  though  the  Family 
Name  was  not  taken  from  him,  but  from  his  Son,  who  was  called  Malgwyn 
Gwynedd,  and  fucceeded  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Sixth  Century  5,  from 
whom,  in  a  direCt  Line,  fprung  Cadwallader,  the  lad  King  of  the  Britons  b. 
This  Monarch  finding  himfelf,  after  many  Struggles,  at  lad  become  unable 
to  relid  the  fuperior  Arms  of  the  Saxons,  retired  to  Bretagne,  or  Brittany,  in 
France^  His  Defendants,  however,  continued  to  rule  in  Wales,  and  Rodri 
Vaur,  that  is,  Roderic  the  Great,  who  wTore  the  princely  Diadem  about  the 
Middle  of  the  Ninth  Century,  and  was  Contemporary  with  King  Alfred, 
made  that  Divifion  of  Power  which  fubfided  as  long  as  the  Britons  continued 
free  c.  According  to  his  Inditution,  the  Preheminence  was  given  to  the  Prince 
of  North  Wales,  whole  Capital  he  edablilhed  at  Aberfiraw,  in  this  Ifiand  y 
and  the  other  two  Princes,  of  South  Wales  and  Powis,  paid  the  fame  Tribute 
to  him,  that  he  did  to  the  King  of  London  5  for  fo  the  Britons  filled  the  Chief 

7  Tacit,  in  vit.  Agricoke.  Paulinus  Suetonius,  according  to  the  moft  accurate  Computation, 
made  his  Expedition  A.  D.  61.  and  the  Reduction  of  Mona,  by  Julius  Agricola,  fo  exactly  and 
fo  elegantly  recorded  by  Tacitus,  in  A.  D.  76. 

z.  See  this  Point  very  fully,  learnedly,  and  fatisfattorily  difcufTed,  by  the  very  ingenious  and. 
Reverend  Mr.  Rowlands,  in  his  Mona  Antiqua  Reftaurata. 

a  Caefar  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  vi.  Strabonis  Geograph,  lib.  4.  p.  197.  Diod.  Sicul.  Biblioth, 
Hift.  lib.  v.  cap.  31..  Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  44.  Pompon.  Mels  de  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  iii, 
cap.  2. 

b  Nennii  Hiftoria  Brit.,  cap.  lxvi.  in  Sir  Robert  Cotton’s  M.S.  but  plainly  not  of  Nennius’s 
Compofition ;  however,  it  agrees  with  all  the  Britilh  Chronicles,  and  very  probably  might  be 
added  to  the  Copy  of  Nennius’s  Hiftory,  kept  by  the  Monks  at  Bangor,  by  way  of  Appendix. 

c  Girald.  Cambrenf.  Cambria  Defcript.  cap.  ii.  The  Britilh  Hiftory,  by  Caradoc  of  Lan- 
carvan,  gublilhed  by  Dr.  Powell,  p.  28.  Rowland’s  Mona  Antiqua  Reftaurata,  p.  173. 
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Monarch  of  the  Saxons.  This  Divifion  we  find  recognized  and  confirmed  by 
the  Laws  of  Howel  Dha,  that  is,  Howel  the  Good  d.  Under  thefe  Princes, 
without  all  Doubt,  this  Ifland  was  in  its  moft  flourifhing  Condition ;  and  may, 
with  great  Probability,  be  affirmed  to  have  had,  at  the  leaft,  thrice  as  many 
Inhabitants  as  it  has  in  it  at  prefent  e.  One  cannot  well  fuppofe,  that  this 
could  have  happened  without  the  Affiftance  of  Commerce  5  which  will  ap¬ 
pear  ftill  the  more  likely,  when  we  are  told,  that  Aberffraw,  though  now  an 
inconfiderable  Village,  was  then  a  diftinguifhed  Port,  as  it  is  ftill  an  improve- 
able  maritime  Place  f .  As  there  are  very  few  Remains  of  the  Britifh  Hiftory, 
within,  or  indeed  long  after  this  Period,  it  is  no  great  Wonder  that  we  are 
deftitute,  even  in  a  Point  of  fuch  Importance,  of  more  pofitive  Proofs.  There 
Is,  however,  one  Fa<5t,  that  has  happily  efcaped  Oblivion,  which  adds  a 
Degree  of  Certainty  to  our  Suppofition  ;  which  is,  that  Madoc  ap  Owen,  Son 
to  the  famous  Owen  Gweneth,  Prince  of  North  Wales,  finding  the  Country 
in  Confufion,  and  his  Brother  embarked  in  a  Civil  War,  put  to  Sea  with  a 
fmall  Squadron,  on  board  of  which  were  fuch  as  were  inclined  to  follow  His 
Fortunes  j  and  fleering  due  Weft,  having  Ireland  to  the  North,  arrived  in  an 
unknown  Country  j  from  whence  he  afterwards  returned,  and  made  fo  favour¬ 
able  a  Report,  that  he  carried  away  with  him  a  numerous  Colony,  of  whom 
never  any  more  was  heard  s.  What  Number  of  Ships  compofed  his  firft  Squa¬ 
dron  we  are  ignorant,  but  the  laft  confifted  of  ten  Sail ;  and  he  is  prefumed 
to  have  difcovered  America,  three  hundred  Years  before  Columbus.  As  to  the 
Truth  of  which  Aftertion,  though  I  do  not  deny  it,  yet  I  fhall  not  ftay  to 
enquire,  becaufe  it  concerns  not  my  Purpofe ;  fince  all  for  which  I  produce 
the  Fadl,  of  his  quitting  this  Country,  is  to  prove,  that,  in  thefe  Days,  the 
Country  was  well  inhabited,  had  fome  Share  of  Trade,  and  a  Maritime 
Force  h. 

d  Thefe  three  Principalities  were  Venedotia,  North  Wales,  the  Capital  of  which  was  Aber¬ 
ffraw  ;  Demetia,  South  Wales,  the  chief  City,  Dinefawr ;  and  Powifia,  Powis  Land,  the  Me¬ 
tropolis,  Mathraval. 

e  In  Beda’s  Time,  in  the  Eighth  Century,  there  were  nine  hundred  and  fixty  Houfholds ; 
when  Giraldus  was  here,  in  the  Twelfth,  there  were  three  hundred  and  forty- three  Towns, 
fome  Copies  read  three  hundred  and  fixty-three  ;  in  Leland’s  Days,  there  were  about  one 
hundred  Churches ;  and,  at  prefent,  there  are  about  twenty-five,  to  which  fuch  Chapels  as  re¬ 
main  unruined  are  annexed. 

f  There  was,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  a  great  Correfpondence,  and,  no  Doubt,  Trade, 
amongft  the  Britons  fcattered  in  Wales,  Man,  Cumberland,  Cornwall,  and  Bretagne ;  the 
Names  of  many  Places  (hew  they  were  formerly  Harbours,  though  long  difufed  ;  and  there  are 
Stone  Wears  for  Fifheries,  fo  ftrong,  neat,  and  well  contrived,  that  many  afcribe  them  to  the 
Romans. 

g  The  firft  Voyage  of  Prince  Madoc,  was  A.  D.  1170 ;  the  Accounts  of  it  by  the  Britifh 
Bards,  Cynric  ap  Grono,  Gytten  Owen,  and  Sir  Meredith  ap  Reefe,  all  of  them  prior  to  Co¬ 
lumbus,  and  their  authentic  M.S.S.  ftill  preferved  in  Wales,  put  the  Fa£l  out  of  Doubt,  of  his 
having  quitted  his  own  Country  to  feek  a  quiet  Retreat,  and  that  he  not  only  carried  Ships  and  Men, 
but  was  allowed,  on  his  Return,  to  carry  more.  Does  not  this  manifeft  a  Redundancy  of  People  ? 

h '  Powell’s  Hiftory  of  Wales,  p.  27,  28,  29.  Hakluyt’s  Colle&ion  of  Voyages,  vol.  ii.  p.  r. 
Sir  Thomas  Herbert’s  Travels,  p.394,  3 95,  3 96. 
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As  to  the  modem  Name  of  Angles-ea,  or  Anglefey,  that  is,  the  Englifh 
Ifland,  it  is  not  eafily  to  be  traced.  Beda,  fpeaking  of  this,  and  of  Man,  calls 
them  the  Menavian  Blands,  reprefents  this,  which  he  calls  the  moil  Southern, 
as  by  much  the  larged,  mod  fertile,  and  bed;  inhabited  $  and  affures  us  they 
both  paid  Tribute  to  Edwin,  King  of  Northumberland  b  In  the  Saxon 
Chronicle  we  find  Anglefey ;  but  then  it  relates  to  a  Tranfadlion  after  the  Nor¬ 
man  Conqued  k.  That  the  Saxons  might  covet  and  much  aflfe<d  fo  fine  a 
Country,  and  defire  to  poffefs  this,  with  fo  many  other  rich  Provinces,  of 
which  they  had  defpoiled  the  Britons,  we  may  eafily  conceive.  But  that,  from 
this  Appellation,  it  diould  be  regarded  as  ever  being  in  their  Hands,  as  a  Pof- 
feflion,  Hidory  affords  us  no  Warrant  to  affirm.  The  mod  probable  Account 
of  the  Matter  is,  that  the  Angles,  in  their  very  fird  Attempts  on  Britain, 
might  land  upon,  and  make  fome  Impreffion  here,  which  induced  them,  by 
way  of  Claim,  to  call  it  their  Ifland.  But  Cafwallon,  difcerning  how  com¬ 
modious  it  was  for  his  Purpofe,  and  believing  the  Britons  could  not  chufe  a 
better  Retreat  than  the  Ifle  in  which  the  Druids  fought  Shelter,  began  to 
provide  for  its  Security ;  and  left  his  Poderity  the  Means,  as  well  as  gave 
them  the  Advice,  to  defend  it  againd  Norwegians,  Iriffi,  Normans,  and  all 
Invaders,  which,  after  his  Example,  they  gallantly  performed,  and  raifed 
various  Monuments  (fome  of  which  dill  remain)  of  their  Victories  k  Hence, 
though  known  to  its  Natives  only  by  the  Appellation  of  Mon,  the  Name  of 
Anglefey  was  common  amongd  the  Saxons,  and  from  them  paffed  to  the 
Normans,  and  fo  to  us  m.  But  let  us  now  return  to  the  Thread  of  our  hidori- 
cal  Narrative,  into  which  we  have  entered,  that,  from  the  Story  of  its  Inha¬ 
bitants,  the  different  Conditions  this  Country  hath  been  in  may  the  more 
clearly  appear. 

As  the  Renown  of  the  Princes  of  North  Wales  began,  fo  it  ended  in  this 
Ifle.  For  here,  under  Lhewelyn  ap  Gruffyth  (the  lad  of  thefe  Princes)  the 
Army  of  King  Edward  the  Fird,  which  paffed  the  Straits  of  Menai  over  a 
Bridge  of  Boats,  in  the  very  fame  Place  where  Julius  Agricola  had  entered 
the  Ifland,  was  defeated,  with  great  Lofs  n.  But,  notwithdanding  this  pro- 
mifing  Victory,  very  foon  after,  Prince  Lhewelyn  and  his  Brother  David  were 

1  Ecclefiafticse  Hiftoria?  Gentis  Anglorum,  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  Aluredi  Beverlacenfis  Annales,  lib. 
i.  p.  2.  Giraldi  Cambrenfis.  Itiner.  Cambria?,  lib.  ii.  cap.  7. 

k  Chronicon  Saxonicum,  p.  206,  33.  Aluredi  Beverlacenfis  Annales,  lib.  ix.  p.  71* 
Simeonis  Dunelmenfis  Hiftoria,  ap.  x.  Script,  p.  223. 

1  Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  5,  6,  7*  Sir  John  Pryfe’s  Defcrip- 
tion  of  Wales,  p.  6,  7,  8.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Song  ix. 

m  See  the  learned  Selden’s  Notes  upon  Michael  Drayton’s  Poem,  before  cited ;  in  which  there 
is  a  fuccinft  Chronological  View  of  the  Britilh  Princes  ruling  in  Wales. 

n  Nicholai  Triveti  Annales,  tom.  i.  p.  257,  258.  Thom.  Walfmgham  Hid.  Angl.  p.  50. 
Chron.  de  Dunftaple,  tom.  ii.  p.  273.  H.  Lloyd  allures  us,  that  this  Bridge  was  at  Moel  J 
Donn. 
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both  (lain  This  Monarch,  the  better  to  maintain  his  Conqueif,  built  and 
fortified  the  Town  of  Beaumaris,  in  this  Ifland;  erecting  alfo  the  ftrong 
Caftle  of  Carnarvon,  on  the  oppoiite  Side ;  and,  to.  conciliate  the  Minds  of 
his  new  Subjects,  declared  his  Son  Edward,  born  in  the  Place  lafbmentioned. 
Prince  of  Wales  p.  But  as  the  King,  for  his  farther  Security,  made  large 
Grants  of  Land  to  many  of  the  Englifh  Nobility,  new  Feuds  enfued,  in  which 
Multitudes  of  the  Welch  perifhed  q.  When,  by  Degrees,  they  became  in 
fome  meafure  reconciled  to  the  Englifh  Dominion,  their  Loyalty  proved  at 
lead:  as  fatal  as  their  former  Spirit  of  Difcontent ;  for  having  fhewn  a  ftrong 
Attachment  to  Richard  the  Second,  and  his  Heirs  r,  this  expofed  them  to  the 
Refentment  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafter,  who,  through  the  Courfe  of  three 
Reigns,  perfecuted  them  with  unrelenting  Severity ;  and,  amongfl:  many 
other  rigorous  Laws,  prohibited  the  breeding  their  Children  to  Learning,  or 
binding  them  Apprentices  to  Trades :  Whence  it  is  eafy  to  apprehend  how 
thefe  Countries  came  to  be  depopulated,  their  Inhabitants  lefs  civilized,  and 
even  their  bed  improved  Lands  rendered  defolate  s. 

But  upon  the  Acceffion  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  who  by  the  Father’s  Side 
was  of  Britifh  Blood,  and  who  chiefly  by  the  Courage  of  thefe  his  Country¬ 
men  was  raifed  to  the  Throne,  they  met  with  better  Ufage.  Henry  the 
Eighth  divided  Wales  into  Counties,  and  gave  that  Denomination  to  Anglefey, 
allowing  it  to  fend  two  Members  to  Parliament,  one  as  a  Knight  of  the  Shire,, 
and  the  other  as  Burgefs  for  Beaumaris  t.  In  fucceeding  Reigns,  as  the 
Union  between  that  Principality  and  this  Kingdom  grew  more  compleat, 
Circuits  eftablifhed  for  the  due  Didribution  of  Jufiice,  and  all  Didindtion 
between  Welch  and  Englifh  taken  away,  they  gradually  recovered  from  that 
low  and  diflrefled  Condition,  into  which  the  falfe  Policy  of  the  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lancader,  in  Refentment  of  their  Family  Quarrel,  equally  to  the. 
Difgrace  and  Detriment  of  the  Nation,  had  reduced  them  u.  From  this 
hiflorical  Deduction  of  the  State  of  this  Ifland,  and  its  Inhabitants  in  former. 
Times  (which  we  hope  has  not  been  either  ufelefs  or  unpleafant)  we  will  pro- 

°  Walter!  Hemingford  Hiftoria  Edwardi  primi,  tom.  i.  p.  ii,  12,  13.  Henricu6  de  Knyghton 
de  Eventibus  Anglise,  lib  iii.  cap.  1.  Annal.  Waverl.  p.235. 

p  Chronicon  Thomae  Wykes,  p.  127.  Peter  LangtofF’s  Chronicle,  p.  315.  However,  this- 
Monarch  himfelf  was,  A.  D.  1277,  by  his  Father  Henry  III.  declared  Prince  of  Wales. 

<3  Waited  Hemingford  Hifl.  Edwardi  I.  tom.  i.  p.  55.  Henricus  de  Knyghton  de  Eventibus 
Anglise,  lib.  iii.  cap.  3.  Dr.  Powell’s  Additions  to  the  Britifn  Hiflory,  p.  382,  383. 

r  Vita  Ricardi  II.  a  qucdam  Monacho  de  Evefham,  p.  155..  Wilhelm  i  Wyr celled  Annales 
Rerum  Anglicarum,  p.445,  451.  Fabian’s  Chronicle,  vol.  ii.  p.  345, 

*  Stat.  2  Hen.  IV.  cap.  20,  4  Henr.  IV.  cap.  29,  30,  31.  1  Henr.  V.  cap.  6.  Cotton’s 

Records,  p.423,  423,  631.  Dr.  Powell’s  Hiflory  of  Wales,  p.  387. 

1  Henry  the  Seventh  pacified  Things  in  Wales  by  a  Charter  ;  but  his  Son  very  wifely  incor¬ 
porated  Wales  with  England,  and  encouraged  Civility  and  Induflry. 

“  Stat.  27  Henr.  VIII.  cap.  5.  1. Eliz.  cap,  2.  §  12.  5  Eliz.  §  47,  48.  23  Eliz.  cap.  3.  and 

fome  of  the  former  fevere  Statutes  were,  not  repealed  till  the  Reign  of  King  James.. 

ceed 
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ceed  to  the  Defcription  of  the  Country  itfelf,  and  of  the  many  natural  Ad¬ 
vantages  with  which  it  is  endowed. 

Anglesey  is  furrounded  on  every  Side  by  the  Irifh  Sea,  except  on  the 
South,  where  it  is  divided  from  the  Continent  by  what  is  fometimes  called  the 
Strait,  and  fometimes  the  River  Menai,  Aqua  Menae,  Men  au,  in  Britifh, 
the  Narrow  Water ;  dretching  from  Ead  to  Wed:  the  whole  Breadth  of  the 
Idand,  in  fome  Places  deep,  in  others  diallow,  and  even  fordable;  whence, 
though  with  very  little  Foundation,  it  has  been  doubted  whether  this  was 
always  an  Idand  w.  The  Form  of  the  Country  is  very  irregular,  meafuring  in 
Length,  from  South  Ead  to  North  Wed,  twenty-four,  in  Breadth  about 
eighteen,  and  in  Circumference  between  dxty  and  feventy  Englifh  Miles 
The  Climate  is  mild  and  temperate,  though  fomewhat  incommoded  by  Mids 
riling  from  the  Sea  in  Autumn,  when  Agues  are,  in  that  Seafon,  pretty  fre¬ 
quent  y.  The  Soil  is  much  better  than  it  promifes  to  the  Eye ;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  it  is  marfhy  in  fome  Places,  and  in  many  more  dony,  yet  is  it  won¬ 
derfully  fertile,  maintaining,  in  this  refpedt,  the  Character  it  anciently  ob¬ 
tained,  of  being  the  Granary  of  Wales  *.  It  is  alfo  very  finely  diverlified 
with  Hills  and  \ralleys,  though  the  Face  of  the  Country  is  in  general  more 
level  than  mod  of  the  neighbouring  Counties ;  and  the  Padure  upon  the  Hills 
is  edeemed  as  excellent  as  the  Grain  produced  in  the  Arable  Grounds.  In 
confequence  of  its  being  fprinkled  with  Hills,  it  is  not  only  more  wholfome 
and  pleafant,  but  alfo  infinitely  better  watered  than  it  otherwife  would  have 
been ;  having,  befides  Brooks  and  leffer  Streams,  no  fewer  than  twelve 
Rivulets,  amongd  which  are  Kevenney,  Alau,  and  Frau,  that  may  with  more 
Propriety,  perhaps,  be  diled  Rivers ;  which  fome  or  other  of  them  run  into  the 
Sea  on  each  Side  of  the  Ifle,  affording  thereby  to  all  Parts  of  the  Country  a  due 
Proportion  of  Moidure  a.  The  Shore,  alfo,  is  fo  happily  indented,  that  there 
are  every  where  Bays  and  Creeks,  fome  that  are,  fome  that  have  been,  and 
all  of  them  might  be,  rendered  very  beneficial  to  the  Inhabitants b.  The  Situ¬ 
ation  of  the  whole,  in  refpedt  to  other  Countries,  is  like  wife  admirable  ; 
being  equally  convenient  and  well-difpofed  for  driving  a  Coad  Trade  with 
the  North  Wed  Part  of  England,  the  South  of  Scotland,  the  Ead  Side  of 

w  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  540.  Sir  John  Pryfe’s  Defcription  of  Wales,  p.  6.  Rowland’s 
Moaa  Antiqua  Reftaurata,  chap.  xii.  p.  191. 

*  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  fol.  125.  Roberts’s  Merchants  Map  of  Commerce, 
chap,  cclxvii.  p.  119.  edit.  1638.  Fuller’s  Worthies  in  Wales,  p.  18. 

y  This  is  the  common  Calamity  of  Countries  thinly  peopled,  and  confequently  indifferently 
cultivated,  and  would  ceafe  if  the  Ifle  was  thoroughly  improved. 

z.  Girald.  Cambrenf.  I  tin.  Cambria,  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  Richardfon’s  State  of  Europe,  Book  iii. 
p.  27.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  150. 

a  Lelandi  Colleffanea,  tom.  iii.  p.  96,  9 7,  98.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
fol.  25.  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Coafls  and  Ports  of  Wales. 

b  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  book  i.  chap.  10.  p.  36.  fhews  it  was  anciently  a  Place 
of  great  Trade  ;  and  the  Names  of  Ports  and  Havens  remain,  though  they  are  loft. 

Ireland, 
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Ireland,  the  Ifle  of  Man,  all  the  Coafts  of  North  and  South  Wales,  and  very 
commodious  for  a  Commerce  with  Spain  and  Italy  ;  as  well  as  with  our 
Colonies  in  North  America,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies  c ;  to  which  when  we 
add,  that  it  is  little  inferior  in  Size  to  Martinico,  larger  than  Guadaloupe,  near 
twice  as  big  as  Barbadoes,  we  may  from  thence  form  a  general  Idea  of  the 
lfland  d ;  though,  for  the  fake  of  comprehending  it  better,  we  fhall  enter 

into  fome  further  Particulars. 

*  * * * § 

The  Products  of  this  Ifle  are  various  in  Name,  and  many  of  them  valuable 
in  their  Nature.  In  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  are  found  Ochres  for  Painters- 
Ufe,  fine  Sand  for  making  Glafs,  and  Diverfity  of  Clays  fit  for  Potters,  white 
and  yellow  Fullers  Earth,  Afbeftos,  of  which  there  were  once  hopes,  Allom 
and  Copperas  might  be  made,  but  either  thefe  were  taken  up  on  flight 
Grounds,  or  otherwife  too  haftily  abandoned  e ;  excellent  Mill-ftones  of 
feveral  Sorts,  and  feveral  Colours,  for  which  the  Country  has  been  always 
rioted  f :  Amongft  thefe  they  frequently  meet  with  very  mafly  Blocks  of 
Marble,  as  beautiful,  as  finely  variegated,  and  as  fit  for  building  or  for  Orna¬ 
ments,  as  any  we  import  from  more  diftant  Places  g.  Many  and  thofe  too 
promifing  Veins  of  Coal,  of  almoft  every  Sort  hitherto  wrought,  have  been 
likewife  difcovered  in  different  Parts  of  the  lfland.  Befides  thefe  fubterraneous 
Treafures,  Anglefea  yields  Lead,  Copper,  and  perhaps  other  and  richer 
Metals  L  The  Soil  is  generally  very  good,  and,  where  it  is  otherwife,  they 
have  Plenty  of  the  belt  Manures,  fuch  as  Sea-wreck,  rich  Sand,  and  Lime- 
ftone.  Befides  the  Mountains,  which,  as  we  have  faid,  produce  admirable 
Pafture,  there  are  many  fiat  Lands  near  the  Sea,  now  overwhelmed  with 
Sand,  which  might  be  certainly,  and  with  no  great  Expence  or  Difficulty,  re¬ 
covered,  and  turned  into  rich  Meadows  h  As  it  was  once  famous  for  its 
Woods,  there  is  no  doubt  but  Timber  of  every  Species  might  be  raifed. 
There  are  feveral  Spots  of  Ground  fit  for  Flax  and  Hemp ;  and  it  would  be 
an  Experiment  well  worth  the  Trial,  whether  Barrilia,  fo  neceffary  in  making 
Glafs  and  Soap,  (and  which  we  purchafe  at  a  very  dear  Rate  abroad)  might 

*  This  is  a  Point  indifputable,  and  therefore  it  would  be  as  great  a  Folly  in  us  to  labour  the 
Proof  of  it,  as  it  is  in  others  to  negleft  fo  many  and  fo  manifefl  Advantages. 

Templeman’s  New  Survey  of  the  Globe,  pi.  ii.  xxyiii.  xxix.  All  thefe  Iflands  have  but 
one  flaple  Commodity,  Anglefey  might  have  many. 

e  Camden’s  Britannia,  p.  540  Ph.ilofophical  Tranfaflions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N°.  clxvi. 
p.  823.  Woodward’s  Hiftory  of  Foffils,  vol.  i.  p.  77. 

f  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  b.  i.  ch.  10.  p.  36.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica 
p.  1  51.  Brome’s  Travels  through  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  p.  240. 

§  This  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Ifle  of  which  we  are  fpeaking;  very  fine  Marble  is  found  in  diffe¬ 
rent  Parts  of  the  Britifh  Dominions,  and  it  is  a  very  important  Point  to  bring  it  into  Ufe. 

&  Morris’s  Obfervations  on. the  Coafls  and  Ports  of  Wales,  p.  3,  4,  5.  from  his  own  perfonal 
Difquifitions  made  in  the  lfland. 

*  Thefe  difadvantageous  Encroachments  were  made,  when  the  Country  was  exhaufled  of  In¬ 
habitants  ;  and  the  reftoring  them  is  naturally  to  be  hoped,  in  milder  and  better  Times. 
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not  be  railed  hereL  The  Sea  is  no  lefs  bountiful  than  the  Land,  for  befides 
immenfe  Quantities  of  Ore  or  Wreck,  of  which  Kelp  is  made,  and  very  rich 
Sand  for  Manure,  it  furnifhes  all  Sorts  of  Fifh  ;  Herring,  Cod,  Whiting, 
Turbut,  Soal,  Flounders,  Crabs,  rLobfters,  Oyfters  of  different  Kinds,  and 
fomc  that,  for  pickling,  are  thought  preferable  to  almofl  any  that  are  found 
elfewhere  k  In  refpedt  to  Manufactures,  there  is  not  much  Caufe  to  bead, 
though  there  are  a  few,  both  Linnen  and  Woollen  ;  which,  however,  are 
Inftances  rather  of  private  Induftry,  than  productive  of  public  Profit.  But 
if  we  confider,  that  there  is  in  this  Ifle  the  Conveniency  of  Rivers,  in 
refpeCt  to  all  mechanical  Purpofes ;  that  there  is  Plenty  of  Fullers  Earth;  and 
that  there  is  (till  a  greater  Plenty  of  Coals;  we  may  clearly  difeern,  that  not 
only  thofe  that  have  been  mentioned  may  be  carried  to  a  great  Height,  but 
many  others  introduced,  efpecially  if  v/e  advert  to  another  Circumftance, 
of  more  extenfive  Advantage,  the  numerous  Harbours,  and  fome  of  them 
likewife  of  confiderable  Size  and  very  good,  that  already  are,  or  might  be 
ealily  procured,  on  every  Side  of  Anglefey  m.  But  before  we  proceed  to  fpeak 
particularly  to  thefe,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  give  a  few  Inftances  in  refpeCt  to 
the  progreffive  Decline,  and  fucceeding  Revival,  of  Cultivation  and  Trade  in- 
this  Ifle;  for  though  the  Inftances  we  have  to  produce  are  but  few,  yet  they 
are,  in  their  Nature,  fuch  as  will  afford  a  judicious  Reader  fome  ufeful  Hints 
upon  the  SubjeCL 

In  A.  D.  1544,  the  thirty-fixth  Year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  there  was  ft 
Loan  to  that  Prince,  in  which  Anglefey  paid  one  hundred  ninety-five 
Pounds;  when  the  County  of  Rutland,  which  is  about  half  the  Size,  paid 
but  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix:  Pounds  n.  A.  D.  1584,  in  the  Reign  of  Queeti- 
Elizabeth,  when  there  were  ten  thoufand  trained  Men  railed  in  the  Kingdom, 
Anglefey  furnifbed  fifty  and  Rutland  forty;  and  ten  Years  before,  upo nan 
exaCt  Mufter,  the  able  Men  in  this  Ifland  were  found  to  be  three  hundred  and 
ieventy  Q.  To  this  let  me  add,  that  by  a  flriCt  Inquifition  taken  in  the  forty- 


k  It  grows  plentifully  on  the  Sea  Coads  of  Valentia  and  Murcia,  is  the  Ingredient  that  gives  a 
Value  to  Spanifh  Soaps,  and  would  be  a  molt  lucrative  Acquifition,  if  it  could  be  cultivated 
either  here,  or  in  any  Part  of  the  British  Dominions. 

J  What  was  done  in  former  Days  we  cannot  with  Certainty  fay;  but,  from  thg  drong  and 
codly  Stone  Wears  we  have  before  mentioned,  one  would  be  led  to  think,  the  People  here  did 
not  always  merit  Leland’s  Reproach  (faithfully  copied  by  Harrifon)  “There  is  good  Commo- 
“  dity  for  billing  about  all  Tir  Mon  ;  but  there  lacketh  Cunning  and  Diligence.”  Collegian, 
tom.  iii.  p.  98.  What  can  be  faid  now,  when  the  Value  of  every  Kind  of  Induftry  is  fo  weld 
known  ? 

m  We  have  clearly  (hewn,  that  this  Ifland  has  vail  Abundance  of  raw  Materials,  all  the  natural 
Means  and  Indruments-  for  converting  them  into  Manufactures,  and  it  will  hereafter  appear  it 
has  numerous  Ports  on  every  Side  to  facilitate  the  carrying  them  to  foreign  Markets-;  fo  that 
no  Country  can  be  better  adapted  for  Commerce  than  this. 

"  Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  i.  in  the  .Appendix,  N°  cix.  p.  333,  The  People  of  Anglefey  to 
this  Time  had  dill  fome  Remains  of  Trade  and  Commerce.. 

0  Peck’s  Defidcrata  Curiofa,  vol.  i.  b.  ii.  p.  23,  24.  According  to  this  Account,  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Inhabitants  was  about  half  what  it  is  now.  See  alfo  Sir  John  Doderidge’s  H'idorical 
Account  of  the  Principality  of  Wales,  p.  12.  74. 

Vol.  L  SIP 
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fourth  Year  of  the  lame  Reign,  A.  D.  1602,  it  appeared,  that  the  Revenue 
drawn  from  Anglefey  amounted  but  to  four  hundred  twenty-five  Pounds  a 
Year ;  whereas  it  was  found,  by  a  like  Inquifition,  in  the  fiftieth  Year  of 
Edward  III.  A.  D.  1376,  to  produce  annually  eight  hundred  thirty-two 
Pounds.  In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firfl,  when  Writs  were  ifiiied, 
for  the  Sums  to  be  refpeftively  levied  for  Ship-Money,  through  the  Counties 
of  England  and  Wales,  Anglefey  paid  four  hundred  fixty-two  Pounds,  when 
Rutland  paid  eight  hundred  p.  A  little  after  this,  A.  D.  1638,  there  were 
exported  yearly  from  this  Ifland,  about  three  thoufand  Head  of  Cattle  and  a 
proportionable  Quantity  of  Butter,  Cheefe,  Corn,  and  other  Provifions  q. 
According  to  the  latelf  Account  that  we  have,  the  Exportation  of  Black 
Cattle  is  rifen  to  about  fifteen  thoufand  :  befides  which  they  commonly  fpare 
five  thoufand  Hogs,  and  a  great  Number  of  Sheep,  to  the  Continent  (referv- 
ing  ftill  in  the  Ifle  a  Stock  of  thirty  thoufand  Head  of  Cattle)  four  thoufand 
Quarters  of  Corn,  with  confiderable  Quantities  of  Honey,  Wax,  Tallow, 
Hides,  and  fome  Woollen  and  Linnen  Cloth r.  This  may  appear  to  be,  and 
certainly  is,  a  great  Improvement,  in  the  Space  of  a  Century.  But,  notwith- 
flanding  that,  we  can  dill  render  it  more  than  barely  probable,  that  all 
Things  taken  together,  this  Country  was  in  a  far  better  State  under  its  ancient 
Princes :  For  when,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Firff, 
A.  D.  1277,  Prince  Llewellyn  was  forced  to  conclude  a  Treaty  with  him,  he 
engaged  to  pay  fifty  thoufand  Pounds  to  obtain  the  King’s  Favour,  and  an 
annual  Tribute  of  one  thoufand  Marks  for  the  Ifland  of  Anglefey  j  which  is 
more  than  equal  in  Value  to  the  Land-Tax  of  that  Country  at  prefent,  when  it 
pays  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound.  Befides  all  this  (becaufe  the  King’s  Army 
had  reduced  bed  Part  of  the  Ifle  before  he  fubmitted)  he  undertook  to  pay 
down  five  thoufand  Marks  on  his  being  admitted  into  quiet  Poffeffion  s.  If, 
therefore,  we  confider,  that  this  was  after  undergoing  the  Charge  and  Incon- 

p  Rufhworth’s  Collections,  vol.  j.  p.  ii.  p.  340 — 342.  At  this  Time  Things  were  at  the 
loweft ;  and,  their  Commerce  being  gone,  the  People  of  Anglefey  relied  folely  on  Agriculture, 
Grazing,  and  the  Coaft  Trade. 

q  The  Merchants  Map  of  Commerce,  by  Lewis  Roberts,  London,  1638,  fol.  chap,  cclxii. 
p.  220.  This  Gentleman  was  a  Native  of  Anglefey,  and  a  Merchant  of  London.  I  cite  the 
original  Edition,  in  order  to  fix  the  Time  when  this  Computation  was  made.  It  is  very  remark¬ 
able,  that  our  Author  thought  this  a  great  Mark  of  its  Fertility  ;  fo  that  Improvements  were 
then  new,  and  mentions  alfo,  as  a  Thing  ftrange,  that  there  were  once  three  hundred  and  fixty 
Towns  in  this  Ifland. 

r  Obfervations  on  the  Sea  Coafls  and  Harbours  of  Wales,  p.  6.  This  was  written  by  Mr. 
Lewis  Morris,  who  is  a  Native  of  Anglefey  alfo,  and  had  made  great  Collections  towards  a 
Natural  Hiftory  of  this  Country,  which  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  was  not  completed  and  made 
public.  His  Computations  are  for  1747,  and  fhew  a  mighty  Augmentation  in  the  Value  of 
Property ;  which,  however,  by  the  Introduction  of  Commerce,  would  multiply  more,  and  in 
!  far  lefs  Time. 

s  Chron.  Petriburgenfes,  per  Robertum  Bofton,  A.  D.  1277.  Thomm  Otterbourne  Chron. 
Regum|Angliae,  p  81.  Annales  Waverleienfis,  p.  232.  Math.  Weftmonft.  p.  365.  Thorns? 
-  Waiiinghami,  Hift.  Anglise,  p.  47. 
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leniences  of  a  long  Scene  of  Bloodshed  and  Confufion  ;  if  we  reded,  that  the 
Prince  was  to  have  his  Revenue  befides,  and  advert  alfo  to  the  Value  of  Money, 
compared  with  the  Neceffaries  and  Conveniences  of  Life  in  thofe  Days ;  we 
mud:  conclude,  that  the  Subjects,  from  whom  all  this  was  to  be  taken,  were 
numerous,  and  in  tolerable  Circumftances  t.  Much,  therefore,  may  ftill 
be  done. 

Beaumaris,  near  the  South-Eaft  Extremity  of  the  Bland,  and  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  Sound,  is  the  chief  Place  in  Anglefey.  It  had  formerly  a  drong 
Cadile,  is  dill  a  fair  weli-built  Town,  in  which  the  County  Gaol  is  kept,  the 
Adizes  and  Quarter  Sedions  held,  and  all  Budnefs  of  the  like  Kind  tranfaded. 
The  Borough  is  a  Corporation,  under  the  Government  of  a  Mayor,  two 
Bailiffs,  Recorder,  and  Common-Council.  It  has  alfo  a  good  Harbour,  and 
is  capable  of  a  condderable  Trade,  has  fome  Share  of  foreign  Commerce, 
whence  it  is  in  this  light  edeemed  a  Member  of  the  Port  of  Cheder,  and 
has  two  Creeks  under  its  Jurifdidion,  which  will  be  hereafter  mentioned  u. 
The  Bay  of  Red  Wharf  lies  to  the  North  of  Beaumaris ;  as  Things  now 
dand,  and  have  too  long  dood,  this  Inlet  is  much  expofed  to  North-Wed 
Winds  j  but  by  building  a  Pier  at  Porthllongdy,  where  Nature  has  made  a 
fufdcient  Providon  of  Stones,  might,  at  a  very  fmall  Expence,  be  converted 
into  a  fafe  and  commodious  Haven  w.  Two  Leagues  farther  to  the  North  lies 
Dulas  Bay,  at  the  Mouth  of  a  River  of  the  fame  Name,  narrow  at  the  En¬ 
trance,  and  embarraffed  with  great  Stones,  which  being  once  taken  up,  and 
properly  placed,  would  not  only  entirely  remove  that  Impediment,  but  alfo 
contribute  to  make  the  Stream  deeper  ;  and  as  there  are  Lead  Mines  near,  the 
Village  of  Dulas,  by  this  Method,  might  be  rendered  a  Place  of  fome  Import¬ 
ance  x.  Proceeding  dill  North,  and  having  doubled  what  in  the  Charts  is 
called  St.  Hilary’s,  properly  St.  Elian’s  Point,  we  come  to  Amlwch,  or  Am- 

c  According  to  Mr.  Folkes’s  accurate  Tables,  one  thoufand  Marks  make,  of  our  prefent 
Money,  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  thirty-feven  Pounds  nine  Shillings  and  eight  Pence.  The 
Land-Tax  of  Anglefey,  at  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  comes  to  no  more  than  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-three  Pounds  nine  Shillings  and  elevenPence.  By  the  fame  Tables,  five 
thoufand  Marks  come  to  nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-feven  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and 
five-pence ;  and  fifty  thoufand  Marks,  to  one  hundred  forty-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
twelve  Pounds  nine  Shillings ;  and  the  whole  Sum  paid  to  King  Edward  by  Prince  Llewellyn,  to 
one  hundred  fifty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  thirty-feven  Pounds  feven  Shillings,  of  our  prefent 
Money. 

u  Lambarde’s  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.  6.  Curfon’s  Compendium  of  the  Laws,  &c.  of 
England,  p.437.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.  383. 

w  Lelandi  Collectanea,  tom.  iii.  p.  97.  which  appears  interlined  by  one  flailed  in  the  Biitifli 
Language;  who  takes  Notice,  this  was  of  old  called  Tracth  Eoch,  i.  e.  the  Red  Bank,  and  in¬ 
timates  it  was  an  Harbour  for  Ships. 

x  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Sea  Coafts  and  Harbours  of  Wales,  p  3.  It  is  not  expected, 
-or  indeed  to  be  hoped,  that  ail  or  many  of  thefe  Improvements  fhould  be  undertaken  at  once ; 
i>ut  if  an  Experiment  was  made,  for  Example,  here,  where  all  that  is  propofed  might  be  done 
for  three  hundred  Pounds,  the  working  the  Lead  Mines  would  fpon  raife  the  Village  to  a  Town, 
and  excite  thereby  an  Emulation  in  other  Places. 

S  ff  2  logh; 
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logh  j  which,  to  fay  the  Truth,  is  a  very  inconvenient  Place,  but,  with  a 
very  moderate  Charge,  its  Defeats  might  be,  in  a  great  Meafure,  leffened. 
Even  in  its  prefent  Condition  it  is,  in  virtue  of  its  Situation,  a  Creek  to  Beau¬ 
maris,  and  the  Liverpool  Boats  lie  commonly  a-float,  ready  to  meet  any 
Veffels  in  the  Offing  y.  All  thefe  are  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Ifland,  and  the 
Improvements  propofed  could,  as  competent  Judges  affiert,  be  fully  effected 
for  lefs  than  a  thoufand  Pounds.  Kemlyn,  or  Crooked  Pool  Bay,  on  the 
North  Side  of  the  Ble,  might,  with  a  fmall  Charge,  be  made  not  only  afafe 
Port,  but  a  ferviceable  little  Dock  could  be  here  alfo  conftrudted ;  Nature 
having  done  fo  much,  that  Art  could  very  quickly  and  eafily  do  the  reft  z. 
Holyhead  is  the  Station  of  the  Pacquet-boats  which  pafs  between  England  and 
Ireland  :  thefe  fail  for  Dublin  every  Monday,  Wednefday,  and  Friday ;  and 
return,  Sundays,  Wednefdays,  and  Fridays  a.  Nature  has  been  likewife  very 
indulgent  here,  and,  for  Barks  and  other  fmall  Craft,  has  made  a  very  good 
Port.  But  for  laying  out  the  Sum  of  about  five  thoufand  Pounds,  it  could 
certainly  be  rendered  an  exceeding  good  Harbour,  even  for  Ships  of  confider- 
able  Burthen,  and  become,  by  that  Means,  of  general  Ufe  to  Trade  :  This  is 
the  other  Creek  belonging  to  Beaumaris  L  Aberffraw  was  anciently  a  very 
good  Port,  and  by  building  a  Pier  of  about  thirty  or  forty  Yards  in  Length, 
would  be  made  fo  again  ;  and  as  there  are  Quarries  of  white  Marble  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  and  the  Country  all  round  it  yields  Plenty  of  Provifions,  the 
Sum  requifite  for  this  beneficial  Purpofe  would  be  very  trivial,  and  would  be 
foon  reimburfed  c.  Maldraeth,  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Keveney,  on  the 
Weft  Side  of  the  Bland,  between  Aberffraw  and  the  Ferry,  might  be  very  greatly 
improved.  If  a  good  Pier  was  to  be  conftrudted  at  Dinas-Lwyd,  there  would 
be  very  fafe,  commodious  Anchoring  any  where  within,  and  this  even  for 
large  Veffels ;  and  a  fmall  Pier  under  Bodorgan,  for  Veffels  in  the  Coal  Trade, 
would  undoubtedly,  in  a  little  Time,  make  this  a  Place  of  Confequence,  and 
the  whole  Expence  rather  fall  under  than  exceed  a  thoufand  Pounds  d ;  Or  the 

Y  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  Brltifli  Cufioms,  p.  383.  In  the  Interpolation  of  Leland  we 
are  told,  this,  in  the  Britifh  Language,  is,  the  Port  of  Hogs ;  whence  we  plainly  fee  the  Ex¬ 
portation  of  Swine,  or  Swines  Flefh,  is  not  a  new,  but  an  old  Trade  revived. 

z  Morris’s  Obfervations,  fo  frequently  quoted,  and  which  has  furnifhed  me  with  the  Means  of 
fetiing  this  Matter  in  fo  full  a  Light, 

a  This  Ifland  was  called  by  the  Britons,  Innis  Lenach,  i.  e.  the  Ifland  of  Clergy;  for  there 
was  a  great  College  in  it ;  and  the  Town  upon  it,  Caer-Kybi,  was  fo  named  in  Honour  of  a 
Bifhop  of:  Anglefey,  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  Century,  filled  afterwards  St.  Kybi ;  and  the  Caufe- 
way  conne&ing  this  Ifle  to  that  of  Anglefey,  Pont-trytbwnt,  has  been  by  fome  thought  a  Roman 
Work. 

b  Cutler’s  Coaffing  Pilot,  p.  17.  Crouch’s  Complete  View  of  the  Britifh  Cufloms,  p.  383. 
Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Sea  Coafis  and  Harbours  of  Wales,  p.  4 , 

c  Though  this  Place  be  now  funk  to  a  Village,  yet  it  ftill  retains  that  Situation  which  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  the  Princes  of  North-Wales,  viz.  a  beautiful  Lake  (Llin  Cpran)  at  a  fmall  Difiance,, 
a  fine  Rivulet  running  by  it,  and  the  Sea  at  two  Miles  Difiance,  with  what  is,  or  eafily  might 
be  made  a  good  Port. 

*  Morris’s  Obfervations  on  the  Sea  Coafis  and  Harbours  of  Wales,  p.  5. 

whole 
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whole  may  be  done  by  contracting  the  Entrance  of  the  Eftuary  of  Maldreath, 
from  the  Eaft  Shore  at  Lianddwyn,  towards  Dinas-Lwyd,  in  confequence  of 
which,  moll;  of  the  Strand  being  taken  in  by  Degrees,  and  converted  into 
Meadows,  an  excellent  Harbour  would  be  formed  of  courfe  e.  In  refpeCt  to 
the  Sound  of  Menai,  or  the  Channel  between  the  Ille  and  the  Continent,  one 
may  with  Truth  affirm,  that,  in  its  full  Extent,  it  is  a  kind  of  Haven,  or 
more  properly  a  Chain  of  Havens,  for  fmall  Veflels  ;  but  by  the  Help  of 
Skill,  Labour,  and  Money,  it  might  (as  we  have  elfe where  ffiewn)  be  ren¬ 
dered  a  fafe  Paffiage,  of  infinite  Utility  to  the  Navigation  in  general  of  the 
Well  Coalt  of  Britain  fi 

After  this  fuccinCt  Account  of  the  Ports,  Bays,  and  Inlets,  it  will  be 
proper  to  mention,  in  the  fame  Order  we  have  obferved  in  fpeaking  of  them, 
the  feveral  Iflands  that  lie  upon  the  Coafts  of  Anglefey,  which  hereafter  may 
become,  what  heretofore  they  moil  certainly  were,  in  many  refpeCts  beneficial 
to  their  Mother  Ille  g.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  Innis  Seriol,  as  it  was  anciently 
called  -y  in  which  there  was  a  College  of  Ecclefiaftics,  from  whence  it  receives 
its  prefent  Name  of  Prieftholm  •,  and  the  Spire  of  the  old  Church  is,  even 
now,  a  Day-mark  for  entering  the  Harbour  of  Beaumaris  h.  There  was  for¬ 
merly  a  good  Town  here,  and  certainly  it  is  a  molt  convenient  Situation  for  a 
Lighthoufe,  which  would  not  be  very  expenfive,  and  would  be  as  ferviceable 
to  the  Navigation  on  that  Side,  as  the  Lighthoufe  upon  the  Skerry  Ifles  is  on 
the  other  ;  which,  though  at  firft  ereCted  at  the  Coft  of  private  Perfons,  was 
foon  adopted  upon  their  Application  to  Parliament,  and  is  now  fupported  by 
the  Public  k  This  Ifiand  of  Prieftholm  might  be  alfo  made  very  ufeful  for 
the  Herring  Fifhery.  Innis  Ligod  is  the  next,  ftiled,  in  Englifh,  the  Moufe. 
It  is,  in  Truth,  little  better  than  a  Rock,  which,  notwithstanding,  would 
prove  an  excellent  Place  for  curing  and  drying  Fifh k.  Innis  Moyl  Roniad, 
or  the  Ifle  of  Porpoiles,  fuppofed  to  be  that  anciently  called  Innis  Ader,  or,, 
the  Ifle  of  Birds,  lies  to  the  North  of  Anglefey,  is  famous  for  the  moft  con- 

e  In  this  Cafe,  the  Sea  might  be  made  to  pay  largely  for  its  own  Exclufion  ;  and,  with  refpeft 
to  Certainty,  what  has  been  already  gained  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Dee,  in  improving  the  Port  of 
Chefter,  is  a  fufficient  Evidence  of  what,  under  like  Circumftances,  may  be  elfewhere  done. 
f  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  1 8 6. 

S  The  vifible  Marks  that  Hill  remain  of  thefe  Iflands  being  anciently  fettled,  manifeflly  prove 
(i)  that  the  larger  Ifland  was  extremely  populous;  (2)  that  the  People,  in  thofe  Days,  Had  a 
Spirit  of  Induftry  and  Improvement ;  (3)  that  thefe  Iflets  may  be  certainly  turned  to  fome  Ufe. 

h  Harrifon’s  Survey  of  Britain,  b.  i.  cap.  x.  p.  36.  Atlas  Maritimus  et  Commercials,  p.  16* 
Morris’s  Obfervations,  p.  2. 

»  Stat  3  Geo.  II.  cap.  xxxvi.  §  1.  by  which  certain  Duties  are  laid  upon  the  Shipping  that 
enjoy  the  Benefit  of  this  Lighthoufe,  and  given  to  the  Proprietors. 

k  There  are  fome  fmall  Conveniences  requifite  to  render  fuch  a  rocky  Ifle  fit  for  this  Ufe  ;  and 
as  the  Filhermen  are  little  able,  and  thofe- who  have  the  Property  are  as  little  inclined,  to  make 
them,  as  feeing  no  Probability  of  Profit,  they  are  never  made  at  all.  But  this  does  not  impeach 
the  Truth  of  the  Suggeftion,  that  proper  Conveniencies  for  curing  and  drying  Fiih,  would  make 
tire  barelt  and  bleakeli  Rock  that  can  be  conceived,  turn  both  to  private  and  publick  Account. 

fiderable 
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fiderable  Quarry  of  Affieftos  l,  and  feems  preferable  to  any  other  for  the  burn¬ 
ing  the  Alga  Marina  into  Kelp,  as  it  lies  fome  Miles  from  the  Main,  and 
confequently  the  Smoke  that  Manufacture  occahons  (which  is  certainly  very 
unpleafant,  and  perhaps  may  be  likewife  unwholefome)  would  be  farther  re¬ 
moved  To  this,  if  the  making  Train  Oil  of  different  Sorts  of  coarfe  Fiffi, 
common  enough  in  thefe  Seas,  could  be  joined,  it  would  be  an  additional 
Advantage,  and  that  no  fmall  one  n.  Jnnis  Kybi,  or  St.  Kybi’s  Ifland,  at  the 
Entrance  of  the  Harbour  of  Holyhead,  had  formerly  a  Salt-work  upon  it, 
and  an  A£t  of  Parliament  was  obtained  in  its  Favour,  though  it  did  not 
fucceed  for  all  that 0 ;  but  which,  upon  bellowing  proper  Encouragement, 
might  be  more  fortunately  revived,  and  made  of  great  Service  to  the 
Fifheries  p. 

In  refpeCt  to  the  Improvement  of  which  this  Country  is  capable,  when  we 
conlider,  even  but  flightly,  what  has  been  already  faid  ;  when  we  refleCt 
that  it  poffeffes  all  the  Neceffaries,  and  even  all  the  Conveniences  of  Life,  in 
the  greateft  Abundance  ;  and  when  we  remember,  that  Fifheries,  Mines,  and 
Manufactures,  are  equally  in  the  Power  of  its  Inhabitants,  what  is  there  we 
can  poffibly  conceive  wanting  to  make  it  rich  and  populous,  but  Attention  and 
Application  ?  If  Gentlemen  would  confult  their  real  Intereft  in  the .  mod: 
fenfible  manner,  that  is,  by  promoting  the  public  Welfare,  they  would  cer¬ 
tainly  very  foon  change  here  the  whole  Face  of  Affairs.  The  Care,  the  Coff, 
and  the  Contrivance  requifite  to  the  conflruCling  a  good  Houfe,  and  laying  out 
commodious  Offices  and  elegant  Gardens,  (Things  proper  and  laudable  in 
themfelves)  a  little,  and  but  a  little  further  extended,  would  compafs  Points 
that  are  of  much  greater  Importance,  and  more  worthy  of  Praife,  becaufe 
more  ufeful  to  Society,  and  of  confequence  of  much  greater  Benefit  to  Indi¬ 
viduals  q.  Thefe  therefore,  certainly,  on  a  rational  Plan,  demand  Gentlemens 

primary 


1  Woodward’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Fofiils,  vol.  ii.  p.  103.  It  may  deferve  fome  Confidera- 
rtion,  whether  the  incombuftible  Paper  which  has  been  actually  made  from  this  Subftance,  might 
•.not  be  applied  to  fome  ufeful  Purpofes  ? 

m  This,  though  profitable,  cannot  be  indulged  without  Reflri&ion,  in  any  well  peopled  or 
well  cultivated  Country,  and  for  this  Reafon  is  forbid,  by  Law,  in  Thane*  ;  but  being  fettled  in 
fo  remote  an  Ifie  as  this,  and  proper  Places  provided,  Sea  Ware  may  be  brought  from  any 
'Difhmce,  and  burned  there. 

"  The  People  at  leaf!,  if  not  the  Fire  employed  in  making  Kelp,  may  alfo  attend  the  boiling 
-of  Oil,  and  though  either  might  prove  but  a  {lender  Livelihood,  yet  both  together  might  afford 
a  comfortable  Subfiftence.  Befides,  the  Coppers  and  other  Utenfils  being  ready;  thofe  to  whom 
they  belonged  would  purchafe  fuch  Fifh  as  foon  as  caught,  and  the  Certainty  of  a  Market 
would  encourage  their  being  caught. 

0  Stat.  6  Ann. -cap.  12.  §  2. 

P  The  boiling  Sea  Water  to  Salt  would  give  an  Opening  to  the ‘breaking  up  their  Coals,  and 
-thefe  once  wrought,  might  quickly  be  fent  cheap  to  the  Irifh  and  other  Markets. 

CI  Records  fupport  Tradition,  and  Remains  of  Churches,  Towns,  and  little  Ports,  confirm 
-the  Teflimony  of  both,  in  reprefen  ting  this  Ifland  as  once  fully  inhabited  ;  as  the  Ports  were 
(Tendered  dangerous  from  their  being  negledled,  Commerce  decayed,  upon  this  Towns  declined. 
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primary  and  principal  Regard,  though  domeffic  Accommodations  lliould  be 
by  no  means  negle&ed.  If  the  younger  Brothers  of  good  Families  were  bred 
Merchants  a-t  Beaumaris,  that  Emporium  and  only  Port  in  this  County  would 
become  far  more  corffiderable  than  it  is  by  its  Commerce  r.  Newborough, 
now  funk  from  a  great  Town  almoft  into  a  Village,  might  be  reftored,  im¬ 
proved,  and  embellished,  fo  as  to  be  a  very  pleafant  and  commodious  Winter 
Refidence  for  the  Gentry ;  which  mud:  quickly  produce  thofe  Accommoda¬ 
tions  that  would  render  it  no  unwelcome  or  unentertaining  Receptacle  for 
Strangers,  in  their  Paflage  to  and  from  Irelands:  And  if  the  Town  of  Holy- 
head  was  enlarged,  and  better  built,  with  an  Addition  of  proper  Warehoufes, 
it  would  be  a  very  convenient  Place  for  the  Irifh  Traders  to  import  their  Goods 
that  pay  Engliffi  Duty,  as  lying  within  a  few  Hours  fail  of  their  own  Coafts ; 
fo  that  the  Dublin  Merchants  might  have  the  Conveniency  of  the  Packet-boats, 
to  go  over  and  fee  their  Goods  landed  L  There  is  nothing  dark  or  difficult 
in  any  of  thefe  Propofals ;  and  as  Coals,  Salt,  Lime,  Kelp,  Glafs,  Lead,  and 
Copper,  are  valuable  Articles  ;  and  as  the  Woollen,  Leather,  and  Linnen  Ma- 
nufadtures  would  be  fure  to  be  encouraged  and  promoted  from  an  Increafe  of 
People  ;  the  Profits  of  all  thefe,  joined  to  what  already  arife  from  Agriculture 
and  Grazing,  which  thefe  would  rather  augment  than  diminiffi,  would 
quickly  elevate  this  Ifland  into  what  Nature  defigned  it,  one  of  the  faired:, 
lined:,  and  mod  flouriffiing  Countries  in  the  W odd  u. 


the  Poor,  when  there  were  no  longer  rich  Perfons,  by  and  upon  whom  they  could  live,  quitted 
the  Country,  which  growing  thin  of  People,  ceafed  to  be  well  or  generally  cultivated  ;  which 
Progrefs  of  Ruin  points  out  the  Steps  that  are  to  be  regularly  taken,,  to  raife  upwards  of  three 
hundred  Towns  and  Hamlets  again,  and  thofe  better  than  the  old. 

r  Ten  confiderable  Merchants,  exporting  annually  the  Commodities  and  Manufactures  of  the 
Ifland,  to  the  mofl  diflant  foreign  Markets,  would  do  more  in  half  a  Century  to  come,  than  has 
been  done  in  three  Centuries  paid ;  and  Poflerity  would  fcarce  believe,  that  it  was  ever  in  fo  low 
a  State  as  we  mufl  be  convinced  it  was  at  that  Period  of  Time. 

s  The  Improvement  of  Newborough  would  turn  entirely  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Land- 
owners,  to  whom  the  Rents  of  the  new  Buildings  would  belong.  The  Amufements  and  Diver- 
lions  fet  on  foot  here,  if  they  kept  People  from  going  out  of  the  Ifle,  inflead  of  Expence,  (as 
it  mufl  be  if  fpent  elfewhere)  would,  from  this  Change  of  Circumflance,  be  fo  much  clear  Gain. 
The  encreafed  Confumption  arifrng  from  Perfons  retained  at  Home,  and  Paflengers  detained  on 
the  Road,  would  enrich  the  Country  round  it. 

1  The  Situation,  Size,  and  Figure  of  the  Ifland  of  Holy-head  feem  to  be  perfectly  adapted  to 
anfwer  this  Purpofe ;  and  as  this  ConAruction  of  publick  Magazines  would  be  highly  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  Ireland  and  Anglefey,  without  being  (if  under  proper  Regulations)  in  the  lead  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  publick  Revenue,  but  very  ferviceable  to  the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain,  one 
may  reafonably  hope  to  fee  it  one  Day  efFedted.  The  Profperity  of  thefe  three  Towns  would 
have  fpeedy  and  fenfible  EfFedls  on  the  whole  Ifland. 

u  The  judicious  Reader  will  conclude  this  no  random  Aflertion,  if  he  refle&s,  that  native 
Commodities,  valuable  in  their  Kind  and  bulky  in  their  Nature,  are  the  prime  Supports  of  Na¬ 
vigation ;  that  Wind  and  Water  for  Machines,  Fuel,  and  the  grofs  Materials  at  a  cheap  Rate,  are 
the  Funds  for  Manufacture ;  and  that  Ports  on  every  Side  are  all  that  can  be  deflred  for  pro¬ 
moting  Commerce. 

Wz 
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We  have  treated  copioufly  and  circumftantially  of  the  three  Illands  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  Sedtion,  that  we  might  be  more  concife,  without  becoming 
obfcure,  in  fpeaking  of  thofe  that  are  to  follow.  We  have  fhewn,  that 
where  Illands  are  equally  beautiful  and  fertile,  the  private  and  the  public  In- 
tereft  may  be  eafily  united,  and  the  Welfare  of  their  particular  Inhabitants, 
and  of  Society  in  general,  promoted  at  the  fame  Time,  and  by  the  fame 
Means  w.  We  have  farther  {hewn,  that  where  thefe  are  in  a  great  Degree 
wanting,  the  Importance  of  Situation  may,  in  fome  meafure,  fupply  thofe 
feemingly  capital  Defedts  x.  Finally,  we  have  endeavoured  to  make  it  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  Heady  Attention  of  a  wife  Government  may  call  forth  many 
and  great  Advantages,  where,  on  a  fuperficial  View,  they  would  be  very 
little  expedted  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  Hand,  Countries  abounding  with  all 
the  Bleffings  of  Nature,  rich,  fertile,  and  pleafant,  may  be  thinly  inhabited, 
and  of  confequence  contribute  little  to  the  public  Stock,  by  being  long  over¬ 
looked,  and  fcarce  any  Notice  taken  of  what,  by  proper  Management,  they 
might  be  made  to  produce  y. 

For,  to  conclude  this  Sedtion  as  we  ought, - As  it  is  the  IntereH,  as  well 

as  the  Duty  of  Individuals,  to  confult  the  Welfare  of  the  Community,  even 
at  the  Expence  of  their  own  ;  fince  felfifh  Views  belong  only  to  Savages,  and 
not  to  Members  of  Society ;  fo  it  becomes  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the 
Care  of  the  Public,  and  from  thence  are  fometimes  ftiled  the  Public,  to  con- 
fider,  in  that  Station,  every  Man’s  Benefit  but  their  own  z.  They  ought  to 
render  themfelves  well  acquainted  with  the  Deficiencies  and  Redundancies  of 
every  Part  of  the  Country  they  govern  ;  to  meditate  ferioufly  on  the  Means  of 
procuring  general  Plenty,  by  an  univerfal  Circulation ;  in  order  to  this,  they 
mull:  liften  willingly  to  every  Requefi:  that  is  made,  and  comply  with  it 
readily,  fo  far  as  it  is  reafonable ;  their  own  unceafing  Vigilance,  unwearied 
Application,  and  unfufpedled  DifintereHednefs,  ought  to  be  a  Pattern  to  the 
People,  and  by  being  a  Pattern,  excite  them  to  a  ipirited  Diligence,  equally 
constant  in  its  Exertion,  and  well  directed  as  to  the  Object  j  which  would 

■w  Compare  the  part  and  prefent  State  of  the  Iflands  in  the  Archipelago,  and  remember,  that 
their  Soil,  Climate,  Ports,  &c.  are  nearly  the  fame  ;  fo  that  Attention  and  Negleft  create  the 
Difference. 

x  Ormuz,  we  have  fhewn,  triumphed  by  this  only  Circumflance  over  Countries  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  bountifully  endowed  by  Nature  ;  and  Cura^a  is  by  the  Dutch  rendered  a  Canaan,  by 
Induftry,  tho’  in  itfelf  ill  fituated  and  flerile. 

y  See  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  39.  The  Wand  called  the  Englifh  Forefl, 
Mauritius,  We  of  France,  examined,  abandoned,  fettled,  flighted,  refettled,  quitted,  eflablifhed, 
on  the  Point  of  being  relinquillied  again,  improved  into  a  fine  fertile  Country,  and  its  Inha¬ 
bitants  rendered  a  flourifhing  Colony,  by  the  Sagacity  of  one  Man,  in  the  Space  of  a  very 
few  Years. 

1  The  Perfian  MAGI  held,  that  the  bell  human  Syflem  of  Government  was  that  which  mod 
refembled  the  Divine  :  In  this  Senfe,  Love  thy  Neighbour  as  Thyfelf,  is  as  much  a  political 
Maxim,  as  it  is  a  religious  and  moral  Principle. 

9  effectually 
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effectually  produce  that  Opulence,  whence  thofe  well  informed  and  well 
meaning  Minifters  may,  in  that  Proportion  the  State  of  the  Nation  requires, 
extra£t  an  ample  Revenue,  the  vital  Principle  of  political  Power.  For  to 
hope  this  from  any  other  Means,  is  as  abfurd  as  it  is  vain :  It  is,  in  Truth, 
to  expeCt  a  flowing  Vintage  from  a  Field  of  Thorns,  or  a  luxurious  Harveft 
to  fpring  up  in  a  Defart.  Prepofterous  both !  yet  not  in  the  Expectation 
Amply ;  but  expecting  without  ufing  the  proper  Means :  Sine©  by  fuitable 
Attention,  and  fkilful  Cultivation,  both  might  be  procured. 

Section  II. 

The  Iflands  that  were  anciently  dependant  on  Normandy, 

A  fuccinft  Hiftory  of  thefe  Ifles.  Detail  of  the  fever al  Attempts  made  upon 
them  by  the  French.  Situation  and  Extent  of  Guernfey ;  the  Nature  of  its 
Climate ,  Soil,  and  Produce  ;  Divifion ,  Havens,  Town  of  St.  Peter ,  and 
Cornet  Cafile  :  the  Cujloms ,  Manners,  and  Occupations  of  the  People.  Ac¬ 
count  of  Alderney,  Town ,  Harbour ,  and  other  Circwnfances.  A  View  of 
Sark,  or  Serk  Grant  to  Hellier  de  Carteret ;  and  State  of  that  Ife  at  prejent. 
Defcription  of  Jerfey  •,  Size,  Form,  Produft,  Purifies,  and  Force ;  T owns. 
Ports ,  Manufactures ,  Commerce,  Number  and  Employment  of  its  Inhabitants . 
The  Government,  Civil  and  Military,  and  Afembly  of  EJlates  in  Guernfey 
and  Jerfey.  Laws,  Privileges,  and.  Peculiarities,  in  rejpeft  to  Tenures  and 
Pent.  An  Attempt  to  afign  the  Caufes  of  their  being  fo  full  of  People. 
Their  Importance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  acknowledged,  in  the  mod 
authentick  Manner,  by  our  wifeft  and  greateft  Monarchs .  Motives  for 
treating  this  Sub] eft  Jo  amply.  Though  already  fo  much  improved,  thefe  Iflands 
fill  capable  of  many  and  great  Improvements. 


Y  N  order  to  render  our  Account  of  thefe  Iflands  perfpicuous,  it  will  be  re- 
quiflte  to  begin  with  their  Hiftory,  which  however  we  fhaLl  treat  as 
fuccinCtly  as  poflible.  As  making  Part  of  Ancient  Gaul,  they  fell  under  the 
Dominion  of  the  Romans  ;  and  upon  the  Conquefts  made  by  the  Franks, 
they  became  a  Portion  of  what  was  called  Weft  France,  or  Neuftria*.  In 
the  opening  of  the  Tenth  Century,  Charles  the  Simple,  to  fave  the  reft  of 
his  Dominions  from  the  Ravages  of  the  Normans,  ereCted,  in  Favour  of 
their  Captain,  Rollo  (who  at  his  Baptifm  took  the  Name  of  Robert)  the 
Dutchy  of  Normandy,  to  which  thefe  Ifles  were  annexed  b.  His  Defcendant, 

a  Csef.  dc  Bello  Galileo,  lib.  ill.  vil.  Cluverii  Introd.  Geograph,  lib.  ii.  cap.  13,  D’Audiffret 
Hiftoire  et  Geographie  ancienne  et  moderne,  tom.  ii.  p.  225,  226. 

b  Gulielm.  Gemeticenfis  de  Ducibus  Normannis,  lib.  ii.  cap.  17.  Thom.  Waliingham  Yp> 
diguj.  Neuftrise,  p.  417.  Fauchet  Antiq.  Gauloifes,  tom.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  7. 

Vol.  I.  '  Ttt  William, 
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William,  having  acquired  the  Kingdom  of  England  in  the  eleventh  Century* 
enjoyed  it  with  his  Dutchy  and  its  Dependancies,  all  which  his  Sons  poflefied 
in  their  Turns  ;  and  the  fucceeding  Kings  of  England  retained  them,  aa 
Dukes  of  Normandy,  till  Philip  Auguftus  feized  that  Territory,  under  Pre¬ 
tence  that  King  John  had  forfeited  it  <\  Butr  notwithftanding  he  made  him- 
felf  Mailer  of  the  Dutchy,  and  made  alfo  two  vigorous  Attempts  upon  thefe 
lilands,  yet  fo  loyal  were  the  Inhabitants  to  their  Prince,  and  lo  much  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Engliih  Intereil,  and  fo  juft  a  Senfe  had  King  John  of  their 
great  Importance,  that,  as  they  did  all  in  their  Power,  fo  he  exerted  himfelf 
with  great  Spirit  in  their  Defence  ;  and  having  fecured  them  againft  his  potent 
Adveriary,  annexed  them  to  the  Dominions  of  the  Crown  of  England  <L 
He  likewife  fettled  a  royal  Court  in  each  of  the  lilands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey* 
and  gave  the  People  thofe  Constitutions,  which  have  ever  iince  been  very 
properly  ftikd  the  Magna  Charta  of  thefe  liles  e. 

It  was  from  this  Period,  that  the  very  great  Confequence  of  thefe  fmall 
Places,  to  both  Crowns,  came  to  be  difcerned  in  its  true  Light.  The  French 
faw,  with  inexpreftible  Uneafinefs,  Engliih  Squadrons  continually  at  their 
Doors ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Engliih  underftood  as  clearly  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  they  reaped,  and  the  Mifchiefs  from  .which  they  were  defended,  by 
retaining  them ;  fo  that  though  in  1259  King  Henry  the  Third  was  prevailed 
upon,  for  a  very  fmall  Sum,  to  relinquilli  his  Claim  to  the  Dutchy  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  yet  he  would  never  part  with  thefe  liles  f ;  which  it  appears,  in  the 
twenty-fixth  Year  of  his  Reign,  he  let  to  farm  for  no  more  than  three 
hundred  and  fifty  Marks  g.  In  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  the  French 
making  a  Defcent  here,  were  gallantly  repulfed  by  the  Inhabitants  L  When 
Philip  de  Valois,  who  was  Competitor  with  Edward  the  Third  for  the  Crown 
of  France,  had  formed  a  Defign  which  has  been  often  formed,  and  as  often 
defeated,  of  fetting  up  a  French  naval  Power ;  he  made,  which  is  worthy  of 
Notice  and  Remembrance,  the  firft  Eflay  of  his  Strength  by  attacking  thefe 
liles,  A.  D.  1339,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  reduce  Gu^pfey,  and  was 

c  Gagnin.  de  Francor.  Geft.  lib.  v.  Chronicon  de  Burgo,  A.  D.  1203.  Du  Tillet  Recueil 
des  Traitez  dentre  les  Roys  de  France  et  d’Angleterre,  p.  157,  166. 

d  Mat.  Paris  Hift.  Angl.  vol.  i.  p.  239.  Daniel,  in  Rennet’s  Complete  Hiftory  of  England, 
vol.  i.  p.  165.  Rot.  Placit.  coram  J.  de  F.  Jufticiar.  Itiner.  in  Inful.  An.  2  Edw.  II.  where 
this  Fa<ft  Rands  upon  Record. 

e  Thefe  Conftitutions  are  no.  longer  extant;  but  in  a  Tranfcript  in  the  Reign  of  his  Son 
Henry  III.  by  an  Inqueft  then  taken;  and  the  curious  Reader  may  confult  them  in  Falle’s  Ac-r 
count  of  Jerfey,  in  the  Appendix,  p.  329. 

f  Joinville  Hiftoire  de  St.  Louis,  p.  14.  Nich.  Triveti  Annales,  tom.  i.  p.  209.  Du  Tillet 
Recueil  des  Traitez  dentre.  les  Roys  de  France  e.t  d’Angleterre,  p.  1 75. 

8  Magn.  Rot.  26  Hen.  III.  Oxon.  Madox’s  Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer,  chap,  xxiii.  p,  707^ 
In  our  Money  this  Rent  amounted  to  fix  hundred  feventy-eight  Pounds. 

h  Nic.  Triveti  Annales,  tom.  i.  p.  284,  285.  Reiley  Placita  Parliamentaria  in  Appendiee, 
p.  469:  where  the  King  grants  Penfmns  to  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  fuch  Iflanders  as  had 
fallen  in  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  and  Gratuities,  to  fuch  as  had  diftiaguifhed  themfelves., 

9  very 
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very  near  fubduing  Jerfey  alfo  *  in  which,  however,  he  was  at  length  difap- 
pointed  by  the  fteady  Oppoiition  of  the  People,  who,  when  they  had  recovered 
their  own  Liberties  at  the  Expence  of  their  Blood,  parted  with  a  very  large 
Sum  of  Money  to  refcue  their  Sifter  Ifle  K 

At  the  famous  Treaty  of  Bretigny,  the  King  took  Care  to  have  his  Right 
to  thefe  Mands  clearly  acknowledged  b  In  the  latter  Part  of  lias  Reign, 
however,  they  were  again  attacked,  and  their  Inhabitants  in  a  manner 
ruined  m  :  Yet,  in  the  End,  the  Firmnefs  of  the  People  prevailed,  and  though 
they  had  been  driven  to  the  very  laft  Extremity,  they,  by  invincible  Fortitude 
and  unwearied  Diligence,  conftrained  the  Enemy  to  retire ».  Under  the 
Reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth  they  buffered  extremely0  :  But  Henry  the  Fifth 
drawing  great  Advantages  from  them  during  his  long  Wars  with  France,  pro¬ 
vided  for  their  Safety,  and  caufed  the  principal  Fortrefs  in  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey 
to  be  new  built ;  which,  from  its  great  Strength  and  excellent  Situation,  re¬ 
ceived  the  Name,  and  has  been  ever  ftnce  ftiled,  Mount  Orgueil  p.  In 
the  Time  of  Plenty  the  Sixth,  that  Caftle  and  the  beft  Part  of  the  Ifland,  was 
bafely  betrayed,  through  the  Intrigues  of  his  French  Queen,  into  the  Hands 
of  her  Countrymen.  But  Philip  Seigneur  de  St.  Ouen,  of  the  noble  Family 
of  Carteret,  defended  the  reft  with  invincible  Refolution,  and  at  length,  in 
the  fucceeding  Reign,  obliged  them  to  abandon  the  Ifland  q. 

Henry  the  Seventh,  while  he  bore  no  higher  Title  than  that  of  Earl  of 
Richmond,  pafled  fome  Time  in  the  Ifland  of  Jerfey ;  and  having  by  his 
own  Enquiries  learned  that  there  were  fome  Errors  and  Defeats  in  their 
Laws,  took  Care,  after  he  was  feated  on  the  Throne,  to  fend  them  a  fuccind: 

i  Chronique  de  FroifTart,  vol.  i.  chap.  36,  38.  R.  Knyghton  apud  x.  fcriptores,  col.  2573. 
Cotton’s  Abridgment  of  the  Records,  p.  29.  where  it  appears,  that  the  Commons  warmly  re¬ 
commended  the  Care  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Protection  of  thefe  Ides  to  the  King,  in  the  fucceed¬ 
ing  Year,  as  Points  of  the  utmofl  Importance. 

k  We  meet  with  this  Particular  in  the  MS.  Chronicle  of  Jerfey,  where  the  Sum  is  faid  to  be 
fix  thoufand  four  hundred  Marks  ;  which  amount  to  upwards  of  twelve  thoufand  Pounds  of  our 
Money,  as  it  now  Hands ;  and  is  confequently  a  noble  Proof  both  of  Prudence  and  publick 
Spirit. 

1  Rot.  de  TraCtat.  Pads  Franc.  34  Edw.  III.  m.  10.  Ryrneri  Foedera,  tom.  vi,  p.  229. 
Contin.  Nic.  Triveti,  et  Adam  Murimuth.  Annal.  vol.  ii.  p.  1x3. 

m  Chronicon  Perforanum,  apud  Leland.  ColleCtan.  tom.  i.  p.  295.  Chronique  de  FroifTart, 
vol.  i.  chap.  305,  306.  Holinfhed,  vol.  ii.  p.  407. 

n  In  our  old  Chronicle  of  Perfhore  Abby,  before  cited,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Inhabitants  had  but 
one  Place  of  Strength  left ;  which  FroifTart  informs  us  was  Cornet  Caflle,  to  which  the  Governor 
*  retired. 

0  Thom.  Walfingham  Hift.  Angl.  p.  369.  Thom.  Otterbourne  Chron.  Reg.  Angl.  p.  243. 
Argentre  Hiftoire  de  Bretagne,  liv.  x.  chap.  3.  Cotton’s  Abridgement  of  the  Records,  p.425. 
Lobineau  Hiftoire  de  Bretagne,  vol.  i.  p.  504. 

P  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  834.  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guern fey  and  Jerfey,  chap.  i. 
p.  302.  Falle’s  Caefaria,  an  Account  of  Jerfey,  chap.  i.  p'.  73,  76,  77. 

q  Chronique  d’Enguerrand  de  Monflrelet,  vol.  iii.  fol  956.  Chronique  MS.  de  l’lfle  de 
Jerfey,  chap,  v,  Hiftoire  Somraaire  de  Normandie,  par  l’Abbe  de  Maffeville,  P.  iv.  p.  412. 

T  t  t  2  Body 
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Body  of  Royal  Ordinances ;  by  which  the  former  were  amended,  and  the 
latter  fupplied  r.  Henry  the  Eighth  exprefied  his  Kindnefs  in  redrefiing 
the  Grievances  brought  upon  them  by  one  of  their  Governors,  though  he 
was  a  Creature  of  Cardinal  Wolfey’s,  by  dire&ing  all  their  Fortrefles  in  ge¬ 
neral  to  be  repaired,  and  caufing  all  the  Blands  to  be  put  in  a  Pofture  of 
Defence  s.  In  the  Time  of  his  Son  the  French  furprized  Sarke,  and  at¬ 
tempted  both  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  but  were  repulfed  with  fuch  Lofs,  that 
the  People  of  France  were  forbid  to  fpeak  of  it  at  that  Time,  under  the  fe¬ 
vered:  Penalties  j  and  their  Hiftorians  have  been  as  filent  about  it  ever  fince  L 
In  the  fucceeding  Reign  Sarke  was  recovered  u.  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  them 
many  Marks  of  her  Favour  j  amongft  others,  fhe  bellowed  certain  additional 
Laws  in  1 583,  and,  in  point  of  Ecclefiaflical  Jurifdidtion,  put  them  under  the 
See  of  Winchefter  w. 

James  the  Firfl  fent,  at  the  Defire  of  the  People,  Commiflioners  into 
Guernfey,  and,  upon  their  Application,  gave  his  Sanction  to  fome  new 
Laws*.  Charles  the  Firft  provided  for  their  Security  againfl  France,  where 
they  meditated  an  Invafion;  and  if  his  Misfortunes  had  not  prevented,  in¬ 
tended  them  farther  Favours  7.  Their  Loyalty  to  that  Monarch,  to  the  lafl, 
and  to  his  Son,  Charles  the  Second,  was  very  confpicuous ;  and  before  they 
were  reduced  by  the  Parliament  in  A.  D.  1651,  their  Privateers  made  the 
Nation  but  too  fenfible,  by  their  Depredations,  of  the  Mifchiefs  that  mud 
enfue,  if  ever  thefe  Blands  fhould  fall  into  an  Enemy’s  Hand  z.  The  French, 
taking  Advantage  of  that  Monarch’s  Diftrefs,  would  have  bought  them,  but 
he  rejected  their  Offer,  with  the  fame  Spirit  as  he  had  done  thole  of  the 


T  Thefe  Ordinances  were  comprifed  under  thirty-three  Articles ;  which,  except  where  altered' 
by  fubfequent  Orders  of  Council,  are  Laws  to  this  Day. 

*  Chronique  MS.  de  l’Ifle  de  Jerfey,  chap.  xix.  Lambarde’s  Topographical  and  Hiflorical 
Dictionary,  p.  123'. 

1  King  Edward’s  Journal  of  his  own  Reign,  at  the  End  of  the  fecond  Volume  of  Burnet’s 
Hiltary  of  the  Reformation,  p.  6.  Fox’s  ACts  and  Monuments,  vol.  ii.  p..  671.  Godwin’s  An¬ 
nals,  p.  233. 

u  Chronique  MS.  de  l’lfle  de  Jerfey,  chap,  xxxiv.  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh’s  Hiftory  of  the 
World,  P..  i.  B.  iv.  ch.  xi.  §  18.  Heylin’s  Survey  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  chap.  v,. 
p.  295,  296. 

w  Rot.  Pat.  7  Eliz.  p.  3.  Rot.  Pat.  11  Eliz.  p.  8.  indorfo.  R.  Johnftoni  Rerum  Britanni- 
carum  Hiltorias,  lib.  vi.  p.  189. 

*  Rot.  Pat.  2  Jac.  I.  p..  19.  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  chap,  vi.. 
vii.  viii.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Falle,  in  his  Account  of  Jerfey,  p.  94,  has  thefe  remarkable  Words,. 
“  The  two  Reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James  I.  were,  on  all  Accounts,  the  belt  Days^ 
we  ever  faw,  and  truly  the  GOLDEN  AGE  of  thefe  Iflands.” 

y  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  chap.  i.  p.  293.  Fie  was  Chaplain  to 
the  Earl  of  Danby,  Governor  of  Guernfey,  with  whom  he  went  over  thither. 

2  Brief  Relations  of  TranfaCtions  civil  and  military,  &c.  licenfed  by  Walter  Frolt,  Secretary 
to  the  Council  of  State,  N°.  xi.  p.  121.  The  perfeCt  Diurnal,  publifhed  by  Authority,  A.  D.. 
1650,  N°  xxiv.  p.  259.  Whitlock’s  Memorials,  p.491,  492,  495,  498,  500,  &c. 
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Dutch  for  the  Iflands  of  Scilly3.  In  Anno  Domini  1 666,  there  being  a 
War  declared  between  the  two  Nations,  the  French  thought  to  feize  the 
Ifland  of  Guernfey  by  a  Stratagem  :  Major-General  Lambert,  who  had  made 
fo  great  a  Figure  in  the  Service  of  the  Parliament,  being  confined  there,  the 
Captain  of  Chauzey,  a  fmall  Rock  of  theirs  b  near  it,  was  fent  thither  with  a 
Letter,  in  which  an  Offer  was  made  to  attempt  fetting  him  at  Liberty,  in 
order  to  create  new  Difturbances,  which  would  have  ferved  their  Purpofe : 
But  that  Gentleman  very  prudently  revealed  the  Defign ;  for  which  tha 
Captain,  and  the  Matter  in  whofe  Veffel  he  came  over,  were  hanged  as  Spies, 
and  the  King  immediately  provided  for  the  Security  of  this  Hie  and  alfo  fent 
Sir  Thomas  Morgan  as  Governor,  with  a  competent  Force,  to  Jerfey  <\  They 
concurred  in  the  Revolution,  and  have  manifefted  their  Attachment  to' 
Liberty,  and  fignalized  their  Zeal  for  the  Britifh  Interett,  on  every  Occafion 
that  has  happened  fince* 

The  nearett  of  the  two  larger  Iflands  is  that  ttiled  in  the  Itinerary,  Sarnia 
(mittaken,  perhaps,  for  Garnia)  poflibly  the  fame  with  Garnona,  which  t|ie 
Notitia  places  near  Armorica  d.  We  call  it  Guernfey,  though  no  Appellation 
has  been  more  varioufly  expretted  ;  yet  with  thefe  it  would  be  equally  needlefs 
and  tedious  to  trouble  the  Reader.  Guernfey,  in  point  of  Situation,  lies 
twenty  Leagues  South  Weft  from  Weymouth  in  Dorfetfhire,  between  eight 
and  nine  Leagues  Weft  from  the  Coaft  of  Normandy,  thirteen  South  of 
Bretagne,  feven  North  Weft  from  Jerfey,  five  South  Weft  from  Alderney, 
and  two  Leagues  Weft  from  Sarke.  In  Length,  from  North  Eaft  to  South 
Weft,  about  twelve  Miles ;  in  Breadth,  from  South  to  North,  about  nine  $. 
in  Circumference  upwards  of  thirty,  containing  fifty  fquare  Miles,  or  thirty- 
two  thoufand  Acres  e.  The  Climate  is  mild  and  temperate,  not  fubjed  to 
exceffive  Heats,  much  lefs  to  fevere  Cold  ;  fomewhat  windy,  but,  taking  all 
Things  together,  equally  healthy  and  pleafant.  The  Soil  is,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  rich  and  fertile  j  the  Country,  though  diffidently  enclofed  with  Stone 
Fences,  yet  more  open  than  in  Jerfey,  and  as  capable  of  Cultivation  of  every 
KimL  On  the  North  Side,  the  Coaft  is  commonly  low  and  flat,  riling  gra¬ 
dually,  fo  that  on  the  South  Side  the  Cliffs  are  of  a  prodigious  Height  k  The 

a  Clarendon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  HI.  B.  xiii.  p.  4 65.  Whitlock’s  Memorials, 
p.518.  Falle’s  Account  of  Jerfey,  p.  121. 

b  In  this  Ifle  there  is  an  inexhauftible  Quarry  of  hard  white  Stone,  with  a  blueilh  calf  ;  which 
being  wrought  fmooth  with,  a  Hammer,  is  to  the  full  as  permanent,  and  very  near  as  beautiful, 
as  Marble. 

*  Mifcellanea  Aulica,  p.  407.  Phillips’s  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  554.  Echard’s 
Hiftory  of  England,  p.  833. 

Lambarde’s  Hiftorical  and  Topographical  Dictionary,  p.- 123.  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  855,. 
B’axteri  Gioharium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  127. 

«  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  94.  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the:State  or  Guernfey 
and  Jerfey,  chap.  i.  p.  297.  Additions  to  Camden’s  Britannia  in  Englifh. 

*  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  B.  i,  ch.  x.  p-  32.  Camdeni  Britaoaia,  p.  85,5.  Dicey’? 
Hiftorical  Account  of  Guernfey,  P.-23. 
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Face  of  the  Country  is  variegated  with  Hills  and  little  Eminences,  and  toler¬ 
ably  well  watered  with  Springs  and  fharp  gravelly  Streams.  There  was  for¬ 
merly  a  fine  Lake,  about  half  a  League  in  Extent,  now  filled  up  and  turned 
into  a  Meadow  g ;  but  many  Gentlemen  have  ftill  very  beautiful  and  conve¬ 
nient  Fifh-ponds. 

There  are  very  few  Countries  in  the  World  where  the  Inhabitants  have 
more  Reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  Inheritance  that  Nature  has  afligned 
them,  fince  fcarce  any  Part  of  the  Illand  is  incapable  of  Improvement.  Mod 
of  the  rifing  Grounds  afford  a  fhort,  thick  Grafs,  equally  beautiful  to  the  Eye 
and  fucculent  as  Paflure.  Roots  and  Herbs  it  produces  of  all  Kinds,  excel¬ 
lent,  medicinal,  and  aromatic,  with  a  Profufion  of  Flowers  that  grow  wild, 
and  are  exquilitely  fragrant.  All  Sorts  of  Shrubs  and  Fruit  Trees  flourish 
here  j  and  there  is  fome,  though  but  little  Timber,  not  through  any  Defedt 
of  Soil  or  Climate,  but  becaufe  they  cannot  conveniently  afford  it  room  1’* 

-  Grain  they  have  of  every  Species  we  cultivate  in  Britain,  but  more  efpecially 
Wheat ;  and  though  they  have  not  either  Lime,  Chalk,  or  Marie,  yet  the 
Sea  Wreck  anfwers  all  the  Intention  of  Manure,  fo  well  as  to  keep  their 
Ground  in  conftant  Heart.  They  have  large  Quantities  of  Sheep,  but  fmall 
in  Size,  and  had  formerly  a  very  lingular  Breed,  of  which  the  Ewes  had 
four  Horns  and  the  Rams  fix  ;  but  thefe  are  now  become  very  fcarce  h  Black 
Cattle  in  fuch  Abundance,  as  not  only  to  fupply  their  own  Ufes,  but  to  fur- 
nifh  alfo  a  confiderable  Exportation  ;  and  their  Horfes,  though  but  little,  are 
equally  ftrong  and  hardy :  The  Sea  alfo  furnifhes  them  with  a  prodigious  Va¬ 
riety,  as  well  as  Plenty  of  Fifh,  more  efpecially  Red  and  Grey  Mullet,  ex¬ 
cellent  Mackrell,  and  above  all,  Conger  Eels.  To  thefe  Advantages  we  may 
add,  the  fingular  Privilege  of  being  free  from  all  venomous  Creatures  L 

’  *  '  A. 

There  are  in  this  Bland  tenParifhes,  each  of  which  is  divided  into  feveral 
Vintons,  for  the  more  eafy  Management  of  Affairs,  Civil,  Ecclefialfical,  and 
Military,  and  the  Choice  of  their  refpedtive  Officers  and  Magistrates  1.  Tho’ 
the  Country  is  very  fully  peopled,  yet  the  Houfes  are  fcattered  up  and 
down,  according  to  the  Humour  or  the  Conveniency  of  the  Inhabitants  ;  fo  that 
there  is,  properly  fpeaking,  but  one  Town  in  the  Bland,  which  is  likewife 

g  Dr.  Heylin,  fpeaking  of  this  Lake,  fays  it  was  exceedingly  well  flored  with  Carp,  the  bell:  that 
ever  mortal  Eye  beheld,  for  Tafle  and  Bignefs. 

h  It  was  propofed,  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  to  fet  apart  ten  Ac#es  hi  every  Parifli,  for 
Oaks,  Elna,  and  Chefnut,  and  in  Procefs  of  Time  to  have  introduced  Ship-building,  and  other  ' 
Manufafiures. 

i  Mr.  Camden  was  mifinformed  in  refpefl  to  thefe  Sheep,  the  Wool  of  which  was  fine,  but 
then  they  yielded  but  a  fmall  Quantity. 

k  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  chap.  i.  p.  297.  Childrey’s  Bri¬ 
tannia  Baconica,  p.  182.  Falle’s  Account  of  Jerfey,  chap.  ii.  p.  162,  163. 

l  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  855.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  B.  i.  p.  188.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the 
BritUh  Empire,  B.  i.  chap.  48. 
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the  only  Haven  of  any  Refort ;  though  there  are  fome  Creeks  on  the  North 
and  Weft  Sides  of  the  Ifland,  fuch  as  Bazon,  L’Aucrefle,  Ferminer,  St. 
Sampfon,  and  the  Weft  Paflage  m.  In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
when  the  French  formed  that  inftdious  Defign  of  making  themfelves  Mafters 
of  this  Ifle  by  Treachery,  which  has  been  already  mentioned,  it  left  fuch  an 
Impreflion  on  his  Majefty’s  Mind,  that  fome  Years  after  he  fent  over  the  Lord 
Dartmouth,  accompanied  by  certain  Engineers,  who  difcovered,  on  the 
North  W eft  Side  of  the  Ifle,  a  deep  Bay,  which,  by  the  Help  of  a  Mole,  might 
cover  a  numerous  Squadron,  even  of  Ships  of  the  Line,  under  the  Protection 
of  w7hat  was  alfo  intended  to  be  built,  a  ftrong  Caftle  :  But  his  Exchequer 
being  exhaufted,  this  neceflary  Work  was  never  carried  into  Execution  n.  As 
this  Port  would  look  full  into  the  Channel,  it  deferves  Conflderation,  how  far 
it  might  be  ufeful  to  us  in  the  Time  of  a  French  War,  and  of  what  infinite 
Detriment  it  might  prove,  if  this  Ifland  ftiould  ever  fall  into  the  Hands  of  our 
Enemies.  As  for  the  Town  of  St  Peter,  it  is  feated  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the 
Ifland,  where  the  Land  bends  in,  and  makes  a  fafe,  capacious  Bay.  It  has  a 
very  handfome  Appearance  from  the  Sea,  confifts  of  about  eight  hundred 
Houfes,  which  are  ftrong  Stone  Edifices,  but,  in  general,  far  enough  from 
being  either  fpacious  or  convenient,  and,  which  is  worft  of  all,  the  Place  is 
fo  ftraitened  by  the  Llills  behind  it,  that  it  cannot  be  much  enlarged.  The 
People  in  it  have  been  computed  at  about  four  thoufand  °.  The  Harbour, 
which  is  called  Port  St.  Pierre,  or  Port  de  la  Chauflee,  is  Angular,  and  de¬ 
ferves  to  be  defcribed:  Ships  pafs  into  it  from  a  very  good  Road,  dire&iy 
under  the  Guns  of  the  Caftle,  and  moor  clofe  to  the  Town.  The  Piers, 
or  Caufeways,  are  compofed  of  vaft  Stones,  piled  up  very  artificially,  one  upon 
another,  to  thirty-five  Feet  in  Height,  and  laid  with  fo  much  Skill  and  Regu- 
laritv,  that  it  has  flood  all  the  Violence  of  the  Sea  between  four  and  five: 
hundred  Years  p.  This  not  only  affords  a  Security  to  the  Shipping,  but  being 
paved  with  fine  Flag-ftones  on  the  Top,  and  guarded  with.  Parapets,  ferves 
as  a  very  pleafant  Walk,  affording  a  fine  Profpeift  of  the  Sea,  and  of  the  ad¬ 
jacent  Illands.  This  commodious  Port  is  covered  by  Caftle  Cornet,  built  en¬ 
tirely  upon  a  Rock,  at  fix  hundred  Paces  from  the  Shore  ;  fo  that  at  full  Sea  it: 

m  All  thefe  Ports  are  in  a  State  of  Nature,  but  might  be  certainly  improved  and  fortified,, 
which  would  be  productive  of  many  Advantages  to  the  Ifland  ;  as  was  long  ago  obferved  and: 
propofed  to  the  Government  by  Captain  Yarranton. 

n  This  curious  Faff  is  taken  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Sr.  de  Samarez,  inferted  by  Mr.  Falle. 
in  his  Introduction  to  his  Hiftorical  Account  of  Jerky,  and  from  thence  tranfcribed  into  feveral- 
Works,  by  other  Writers. 

°  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  p.  298,  299.  Additions  to  Bp,. 
Gibfon’s  laft  Edition  of  the  Engliflt  Camden’s  Britannia,  col.  1513.  Dicey’s  Hiflorical  Accounti 
of  Guernfey,  p.  22. 

P  As  this  Port  was  made  in  the  P.eign  of  Edward  I.  moft  probably  at  the  public  Expence,, 
we  may  infer  from  thence,  (1)  that  the  great  Confequence  of  preferving  thefe  Iflcs  from  the: 
French  was  attended  to,  as  well  as  underflood  ;  (2)  that  the  Prefervation  of  them  was  believed! 
to  depend  on  Commerce  and  a  naval  Force;  (3)  and  that  maritime  Architecture,  particularly: 
conflruCling  Ports  by  Art,  was  in  thole. Days  well  known,,  and,,  we  may  conclude,  commonly, 
jgra&ikd,. 
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is  a  compleat  Ifland,  and  the  Space  between  is  fcarce  paffable  at  the  loweft 
Ebb  after  Spring  Tides :  This  is  the  Refidence  of  the  Governor,  or  Deputy 
Governor,  and  his  Garrifon.  It  was  blown  up  by  Lightning  in  1672,  when 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Hatton  held  that  Office,  who  efcaped  himfelf,  almoft  mir- 
caculoufly,  but  loft  his  Mother  and  his  Wife  4. 

To  fpeak  of  the  Inhabitants  impartially,  they  are  very  induftrious  in  their 
refpedtive  Employments,  naturally  fober,  frugal  in  their  Manner  of  living, 
honeft  in  their  Dealings,  fincere  in  their  Religion,  which  is  that  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  loyal  to  their  Princes,  as  well  as  fteady  to  the  Britiffi  Intereft. 
That  with  thefe  good  Qualities  they  have  feveral  Failings,  is  not  to  be  denied  ; 
they  are  referved,  to  a  Degree  that  makes  them  fometimes  thought  morofe  ; 
they  are  fomewhat  fufpicious ;  and,  which  is  their  greateft  Error,  they  are,  or 
at  lead:  were,  very  litigious r.  They  are  good  Hufbandmen  in  their  own  Way, 
and  manage  their  Sea  Wreck  (which  firft  ferves  the  poor  People  for  Fuel,  and 
then  its  Afhes  are  employed  by  thofe  in  better  Circumftances  for  Manure)  with 
great  Skill,  and  under  very  prudent  Regulations s.  They  have  a  ftronger 
Turn,  however,  to  grazing,  than  to  Agriculture;  and  though  they  bring  in 
annually  fome  Corn,  yet  in  the  fame  Space  they  fend  out  a  few  hundred 
Cattle.  They  are  ftill  more  inclined  to  Orchards,  which  enables  them  to 
make  many  thoufand  Hogfheads  of  Cyder  every  Year,  of  which,  being  the 
common  Drink  of  the  People,  they  export  but  little  t.  The  Woollen  is  their 
principal  Manufacture,  for  the  carrying  on  of  which  they  are  allowed  to  im¬ 
port  two  thoufand  Tods  from  England,  which  they  work  up  chiefly  in  Stock¬ 
ings,  Waiftcoats,  and  Breeches  a.  They  might  certainly  make  their  Fifhery 
turn  to  Profit,  more  efpecially,  as  of  late  Years  they  have  fet  up  Salt-works; 
and  yet,  except  Lobfters,  I  never  heard  that  any  of  their  Fifh  went  to  a 
foreign  Market.  Our  French  and  Portugal  Merchants  have  large  Stocks  of 
Wine  here,  which  they  import  as  they  have  Occafion.  As  they  are  enabled, 
by  this  Method,  to  keep  it  to  a  proper  Age  before  they  are  obliged  to  pay  the 
Duty,  it  feems  to  be  a  Benefit  to  the  Mother  Country,  by  putting  it  in  their 
Power  both  to  buy  and  fell  cheaper.  As  on  the  other  Hand,  from  the  Rent  of 


a  Life  of  Dr.  John  North,  by  Roger  North,  Efq;  p.251.  Additions  made  inTilhop  Gibfon’s 
laft  Edition  of  Camden’s  Britannia.  Dicey’s  Hiftorical  Account  of  Guernfey,  p.  122. 

r  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  p.  302,  303.  Falle’s  Account  of 
Jerfey,  chap.  vii.  p.  326,  327. 

s  In  the  Law-Latin  of  thefe  Ifles  this  Plant  is  called  Wreccum,  though  Botanical  Authors  flile 
it  Alga  Marina.  The  Wreck  is  cut  in  Summer,  and  about  the  Vernal  Equinox,  by  the  Procla¬ 
mation  of  the  Magiftrates,  and  when  dried,  diftributed  by  their  Order.  As  for  the  Winter 
Wreck,  which  after  Storms  is  thrown  in  large  Quantities  on  the  Coalfs  ;  this  is  alfo  equitably 
divided,  and  being  {hewed  wet,  and  fo  plowed  into  the  Ground,  renders  it  continually  fertile. 

t  It  has  been  thought  that  fome  Improvement,  in  refpeft  to  the  Choice  of  Fruit,  and  in  the 
Manner  of  keeping  as  well  as  making  the  Cyder,  might  render  it  a  Commodity  of  great  Value 
to  the  Inhabitants. 

u  Stat.  14  Car.  II.  cap.  18.  §  1  o',  grants  half  this  Quantity ;  but  this  proving,too  little,  was 
doubled  by  Stat.  1  W.  III.  and  M.  II.  chap.  32.  §  14. 

4  Warehoufes, 
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Warehoufes,  the  fiibfifting  Factors  and  their  Servants,  and  theRefort  of  Ships 
employed  in  this  Trade,  it  muft  be  very  advantageous  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Bland  w.  It  is  a  Point  of  Juftice  to  obferve,  that  this  Manner  of  depo- 
fiting  Wines  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  Smuggling,  a  Practice  equally  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  Interefts  of  this  Country,  and  to  the  People  of  Guernfey ;  as  it 
breeds  few  Seamen,  is  carried  on  in  very  fmall  Veffels,  and  upon  the  whole 
is  not  only  an  infamous,  but  a  very  unprofitable  Kind  of  Traffick*.  Here¬ 
tofore,  Merchants  of  this  Ifle  traded  to  moft  Parts  of  Europe,  and  had  feveral 
Rout  Ships  of  their  own,  and  if  this  vile  Practice  was  abolifhed,  as  it  might 
eafily  be,  without  any  Violation  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  they  would 
foon  find  their  Account  in  it,  by  the  Revival  of  many  lucrative  Branches  of 
Commerce  y.  As  they  take  from  England  fome  of  the  Neceffaries,  and 
almoft  all  the  Conveniencies  of  Life,  fuch  as  Corn,  Malt  Liquor,  Sugars, 
Spices,  Coals,  Houfhold  Furniture,  many  Species  of  the  Iron  and  Leather 
Manufactures,  Grocery,  Haberdafhery,  and  Hard- wares,  the  Balance  is  greatly 
in  our  Favour,  and  muft  continually  increafe,  in  Proportion  as  they  augment 
in  Number  and  grow  eafier  in  Circumftances  z.  At  prefent,  upon  a  very 
modeft  Computation,  there  are  in  Guernfey  upwards  of  fifteen  thoufand  Souls. 

The  feveral  Iflets,  and  vaft  Chains  of  Rocks  that  furround  this  Country 
on  every  Side,  and  caufe  fuch  a  Variety  of  Tides  and  Currents,  add  much  to 
the  Security  of  the  Place,  by  rendering  it  equally  difficult  and  dangerous  for 
Ships  to  approach  it,  unlefs  they  have  Pilots  aboard  extremely  well  acquainted 
with  the  Coaft.  On  the  South  Side  the  Cliffs  are  prodigioufiy  high,  fo  that 
the  old  Writers  fay,  it  looks  like  a  Park  in  the  Sea,  impaled  with  Rocks.  On 
the  Weft  Side  lie  the  Hanoys,  or,  as  the  French  write  them,  Hanovaux, 
which  cover  that  Coaft  fo  effectually,  that  a  Defcent  there  is  little  to  be 
feared  a.  At  the  North  Weft  Extremity  lies  a  little  Ifiand  caljed  the  Howe, 

w  It  appears  to  me,  that  depofiting  Goods  in  this  Manner  is  one  of  the  molt  certain  Methods 
*of  preventing  Smuggling,  while  high  Duties  are  continued ;  becaufe,  by  this  Means,  the  Mer¬ 
chant  is  not  conftrained  to  pay  Cuftom,  till  he  is  fecure  of  a  Market,  and  fells  his  Wines  foon  after 
the  Payment  of  the  Duties,  confequently  without  lying  out  of  bis  Money  himfeif,  or  being- 
obliged  to  charge  Interefc  upon  it  in  the  Price  to  his  Cuftomers,  as  he  otherwife  muft. 

x  The  Smuggling  is  principally  carried  on  by  Perfons  from  England,  and  therefore  the  People 
of  Guernfey  think  they  may  juftify  themfelves,  by  difclaiming  it. 

y  It  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence,  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  of  fome  Difficulty,  to  find  an. 
adequate  Remedy  for  this  intolerable  Evil,  and  which  may  not  be  attended  with  capital  Inconve- 
niencies;  yet  the  Thing  is  by  no  means  impoffible,  if  managed  by  difinterefted  Perfons. 

1  By  convincing  the  States  of  Guernfey,  that  an  extenlive  Commerce  is  their  Intereft,  which 
being  incompatible  with  an  illicit  Trade,  they  may  be  brought  to  a<5t  cordially  and  vigoroufly  in 
■fuppreffing  thofe  Practices,  which  can  hardly  be  removed  by  other  Methods ;  and  this  would 
contribute  to  a  more  enlarged  Correfpondence  between  that  Illand  and  Britain,  which  would  be 
reciprocally  advantageous  to  both. 

a  Near  thefe  is  a  fmall  rocky  Iflet,  on  which,  in  former  Times  (when  every  Crag  was  occu¬ 
pied)  ftood  a  little  Chantry,  dedicated  to  the  Blefied  Virgin,  and  very  famous  amongft  the  Sailors, 
bry  the  Name  of  Our  Lady  of  Lehu.  See  Heylin’s  Survey  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  chap.  i. 

p.  298. 
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which  would  be  a  very  convenient  Place  for  a  Salt-work,  Glafs-houfe,  or  Ma¬ 
nufactory  of  Soap.  At  the  North-Eaft  Extremity  we  meet  with  St.  Michael 
in  the  Vale,  a  Peninfula  fome  Miles  in  Extent,  connected  to  Guernfey  by  a 
very  narrow  Ifthmus,  with  Bays  that  might  be  rendered  ufeful  on  both  Sides. 
This  Peninfula  is  likewife  guarded  by  Rocks  and  Iflets,  the  moft  confiderable 
of  which  are,  the  Bryants,  the  Hummet,  and  the  Hays.  South  Eaft  from 
the  Vale,  lies  the  Wand  of  Harnit,  or  Arne,  about  a  League  in  Compafs, 
formerly  defart,  but  now  cultivated.  At  a  League  South  from  thence  lies 
Briehoe,  of  lefs  Extent  j  and  between  both,  the  little  Wand  of  Gythau,  or 
Jethau,  which  ferves  the  Governor  for  a  kind  of  Park,  or  rather  Paddock b. 
But  it  is  now  Time  to  fpeak  of  thofe  two  larger  Wands,  which  being  improved 
and  well  inhabited,  are  dependant  upon,  and  make  Part  of  the  Government 

of  Guernfey. 

¥ 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  thought  to  be  that  We,  called  in  the  Itinerary  of  An¬ 
toninus,  Aricaj  by  the  French,  Aurney,  Aureney,  Aurigneyj  by  us,  Al¬ 
derney  <\  It  lies  about  two  Leagues  Weft  from  Cape  de  la  Hogue,  on  the 
Coaft  of  Normandy,  about  thirty  Leagues  South  Weft  from  Portland,  five 
Leagues  North  Weft  from  Guernfey,  and  nine  Leagues  North  from  Jerfey. 
It  riles  high  out  of  the  Sea,  and,  like  the  reft,  is  in  a  manner  entirely  fur- 
rounded  with  Rocks,  between  four  and  five  Miles  in  Length,  in  fome  Places 
one,  in  others  two  Miles  broad ;  in  Circumference  nine,  and  containing  in 
Extent  about  feven  fquare  Miles,  or  nearly  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
Acres  d.  The  Climate  is  very  temperate,  pleafant,  and  wholefome  >  the  Soil 
admirably  fertile  both  in  Corn  and  Grafs,  particularly  remarkable  for  a  Com¬ 
mon  Field  of  five  hundred  Acres,  which  being  manured  with  Sea  Ore,  has 
yielded  profitable  Harvefts,  conftantly,  for  above  a  Century  paft  e.  There 
are  Plenty  of  Cattle  in  Alderney,  excellent  in  their  Kind,  and  which  are  fuf- 
ficiently  known  in  Britain  j  Sheep,  Horfes,  Fowl,  and  Fifh,  in  Abundance.. 
The  Lands  are  more  open  than  in  the  other  Wands,  the  Houfes  not  difperfed. 
as  in  them,  but  the  whole  compact  together  in  the  Centre  of  the  We,  which, 
are  upwards  of  two  Hundred,  In  what  is  called  la  Ville,  i.  e.  the  Town, 
where  there  is  a  good  Church ;  and  the  Inhabitants  may  be  between  a 

i>  We  have  in  the  former  SefHon  Ihewn,  that  even  thefe  little  Places  may  be  rendered  ufeful 
and  profitable,  which  fuperfedes  the  Neceffity  of  making  the  fame  Kind  of  Remarks  here. 

c  Lambarde’s  Topographical  and  Hiftorical  Dictionary,  p.  20 — 123.  Camden’s  Britannia, 
p.  854.  Heylin’s  Cofmography,  p.  188. 

d  Philemon  Holland’s  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia.  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guern¬ 
fey  and  Jerfey,  chap.  i.  p.  295,  compared  with  the  latefl:  Maps. 

e  Additions,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Falle,  to  Bifhop  Gibfon’s  Tranflation  of  Camden,  col.  1507, 
It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  Quantity  of  Corn  in  this  Ifland  might  be  flill  augmented,  if 
the  Inhabitants  had  a  better  Port,  larger  VefTels,  and  could  of  couife  fend  it  to  different 
Markets. 
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thoufand  and  fifteen  hundred  f.  The  Port  filled  la  Crabbie  is  on  the  South 
Side  fecured  by  a  rough  Stone  Pier,  and  is  capable  only  of  admitting  fmall 
Vefiels  s.  The  Duke  of  Somerfet,  Uncle  and  Protestor  to  Edward  the  Sixth, 
caufed  a  ftrong  Fort,  the  Ruins  of  which  are  fiill  vifible(  to  be  begun  here, 
with  an  Intent  to  have  retired  thither,  from  the  Refentment  of  his  Enemies  h. 
The  People  of  this  Ifle  are  allowed  four  hundred  Tods  of  Wool  from  England, 
befides  what  they  raife  of  their  own,  which  they  manufacture  and  lell  in 
Guernfey. 

The  other  Ifland,  belonging  to  this  Government,  is  Sarke,  lying  two 
Leagues  Eaft  from  Guernfey,  and  fix  Weft  from  Cape  Rofel  in  Normandy, 
three  Leagues  to  the  North  of  Jerfey  ;  and  though,  in  point  of  Size,  it  is  but 
fmall,  yet  in  other  RefpeCts  is  far  from  being  inconfiderable.  In  its  Form  it 
approaches  an  Oval,  having  a  lefter  Eland  annexed  to  it  by  a  narrow  Ifthmus ; 
they  are  not,  together,  above  three  Miles  in  Length,  the  largefi  very  little 
more  than  one  Mile  in  Breadth,  and  about  five,  or  at  moft  fix,  in  Circum¬ 
ference  k  This  Eland  rifes  high  above  the  Sea,  and  is,  if  one  may  fo  fpeak, 
regularly  fortified,  by  a  Rampart  of  fteep  impenetrable  Cliffs,  fo  that  it  has 
but  one  Accefs,  which  though  in  itfelf  eafy  and  commodious,  may  be  ren¬ 
dered,  with  great  Facility,  impervious  to  Invaders,  let  their  Force  be  what  it 
will  k.  In  point  of  Climate,  it  yields  not  to  any  of  the  reft,  and  the  Soil  is 
fo  fertile,  that  it  produces  more  Corn  than  thofe  who  dwell  in  it  can  confume, 
as  alfo  Grafs  fufficient  for  the  Support  of  Black  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  Horfes, 
with  which  it  is  exceedingly  well  ftocked.  This  Eland  is  allowed  two 
hundred  Tods  of  Wool  annually  from  Britain ;  the  Number  of  Inhabitants 
is  about  five  hundred,  out  of  which,  likewife,  they  raife  a  Company  of  Mi¬ 
litia,  without  taking  from  the  Hands  necefiary  for  Tillage  K  Though 
peopled  fo  early  as  the  fixth  Century,  when  St.  Magloire,  or,  as  he  is  com¬ 
monly  called,  St.  Manlier,  built  a  Convent  here,  yet  it  was  afterwards  de- 
ferted,  and  in  that  State  was  infidioufly  feized  by  the  French,  in  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  Sixth;  and  recovered  by  Surprize,  for  by  Force  it  could  not 

f  It  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  George,  Son  of  Sir  Leonard  Chamberlain,  then  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Guernfey,  when  the  Town  confifted  of  fourfcore  Dwellings.  But  that  it  was  fettled, 
and  probably  better  peopled,  long  before,  appears  from  Records.  Rot.  Finium  31  Edw.  I. 
m.  18.  Rot.  Pari.  i4Ric.  II.  ii.  20. 

8  Between  this  Ifle  and  the  Coaft  of  France  lies  the  Paflage  called  Raz-Blanchard,  or  the  Race 
of  Alderney,  through  which  Part  of  the  French  Fleet  efcaped  from  the  Battle  of  la  Hogue  in 
A.  D.  1692. 

h  This  was  charged  upon  the  Duke  as  a  criminal  Ad,  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  602.  Sir  John 
Hayward’s  Life  of  Edward  VI.  in  Kennet’s  Complete  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  309. 

i  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  p.  295,  296. 

k  This  Entrance,  which  in  many  refpeds  is  very  lingular,  is  now  defended  by  feveral  Pieces 
of  Cannon  ;  and  the  Inhabitants  (more  efpecially  in  Time  of  War)  are  exceedingly  vigilant  and 
alert. 

)  As  I  was  informed  by  my  late  worthy  Friend,  Charles  Strachan,  Efq;  many  Years  Deputy 
Governor  of  Guernfey,  and  perfe&ly  acquainted  with  thefe  Ifles. 

U  u  u  2  havt 


5 1 6  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

have  been  taken,  in  that  of  Queen  Mary  m.  In  the  fucceeding  Reign,  to 
prevent  any  future  Accidents  of  that  Sort,  it  was  granted  in  Property  to 
Hellier  de  Carteret  Seigneur  de  St.  Ouen,  in  the  Illand  of  Jerfey  n  •  by 
whom  it  was  fettled,  but  has  palled  fince  into  other  Hands,  and  is  now  in  a 
State  of  Improvement,  and  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  continually  increafing. 

Jersey,  which  of  itfelf  is  a  diftindt  Government,  is  believed  to  be  the 
Illand  called  in  the  Itinerary,  Caesarea,  in  fucceeding  Times  Augia,  by  us, 
Gersey,  more  frequently,  Jersey  It  is  fituated  twenty-five  Leagues 
South  from  the  Continent  of  Britain,  five  Leagues  Weft  from  Cape  Carteret 
in  Normandy,  three  Leagues  South  from  Sarke,  feven  Leagues,  according  to 
the  common  Computation,  South  Eaft  from  Guernfey,  but  in  Reality  not  fo 
much  ;  and  nine  Leagues  South  from  Alderney.  It  is  of  an  oblong  Figure, 
meafuring  twelve  Miles  from  Weft  to  Eaft,  and  fix  from  North  to  South,  in 
Circumference  between  thirty-five  and  thirty-fix,  and,  in  point  of  Extent, 
nearly  equal  to,  or,  rather,  fomewhat  larger  than  Guernfey  p  :  Elevated  like 
that,  but,  on  the  oppofite  Side,  declining,  from  South  to  North,  the  Cliffs 
on  that  Side  which  looks  towards  Guernfey  being  forty  or  fifty  Fathom  in 
Height;  whereas,  on  the  South,  it  is  in  a  manner  level  with  the  Sea.  Hence 
the  Diftance  between  St..  Peter’s  and  St.  Hellier’s  is  really  feven  Leagues,  tho’ 
the  Idands  have  not  above  four  Leagues  of  Sea  between  them  q.  The  People 
of  Jerfey  think,  that,  from  this  Elevation,  they  have  a  great  Advantage  in. 
point  of  Climate,  that  their  Summers  are  warmer,  and  that  their  Corn  and. 
Fruits  ripen  better  r.  The  Country  is  beautifully  diverfified  with  little  Hills,, 
warm  Vailies,  and,  towards  the  Sea,  with  pleafant  Plains.  The  Soil  alfo 
varies  very  much,  in  fome  Places  gravelly,  in  others  fandy ;  but  the  greateff 
Part  is  a  deep,  rich,  fertile  Mould,  and  there  is  hardly  any  Part  of  the  Illand 
that  can  be  ftiled  barren.  It  is  alfo  thought  to  be  better  watered  than  Guern— 
fey,  abounding  every  where  with  Rills,  Rivulets,  and  living  Springs ;  fo  that 
there  are  between  thirty  and  forty  Corn-Mills  driven  by  Water,  exclufive  of 
feven  Fulling,  and  feveral  Windmills  The  Produce  of  this  Illand  is  much 

m  Chronique  de  Jerfey,  cap.  xxxiv. 

n  Rot.  Pat.  7  Eliz.  p.  3.  which,  becaufe  granted  in  Capite,  Mr.  Selden  cites  in  Support  of 
his  fingular  Opinion,  that  thefe  Iflands  belong  to  the  Crown  of  England  in  its  own  Right,  and 
were  never  Parcel  of  the  Dutchy  of  Normandy;  though  this  is  pofitively  affirmed  (he  fays,  er- 
roneoufly  admitted)  in  the  very  Body  of  the  Patent. 

0  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.854.  Cellarii  Geograph.  Antiq.  lib.  ii.  cap.  2.  p.252.  Du  Mon- 
tier  in  Neuflria  Pia,  chap.  viii.  p.  155.  Baxteri  Gloffarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  57. 

P  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britiffi  Empire,  p.  94.  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey 
and  Jerfey,  chap.  i.  p.300.  Falle’s  Csefarea  ;  an  Account  of  Jerfey,  p.  138. 

q  I  have  ufed  all  the  Care  and  Diligence  in  my  Power  in  fettling  thefe  DiRances  exadlly ;  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  poffible  they  may  not  be  perfectly  correct, 

r  Falle’s  Account  of  Jerfey,  chap.  ii.  p.  139,  copied  by  feveral  Writers ;  but  on  his  Autho¬ 
rity  rells  the  Fa<ft. 

s  It  is  evident,  that  the  Elevation  before-mentioned  gives  a  greater  Force  to  the  Streams, 
which  are  longer  in  their  Courfes  than  if  the  Illand  had  rifen  in  the  Middle.. 
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the  fame  with  that  of  Guernfey ;  their  Pafture  fo  fweet,  that  no  Country  in 
Europe  can  boaR  of  richer  Milk,  or  finer  Butter ;  Grain  of  all  kinds,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  a  Sort  of  Wheat  called  Froment-Tremais,  from  its  being  fown  in  the 
latter  end  of  May,  and  reaped  in  the  Beginning  of  AuguR.  But  what  chiefly 
diRinguiRies  this  Ifland  at  prefcnt,  is  its  Orchards,  which  are  very  well  fenced, 
regularly  planted,  and  yield,  commonly,  immenfe  quantities  of  Fruit  t. 

On  the  South  of  the  Ifland  the  Sea  feems  to  have  encroached  upon  the 
Land,  (which,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  declines  on  that  Side)  and  to  have 
fwallowed  upwards  of  fix  fquare  Miles,  making  a  very  beautiful  Bay  of  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  Miles  broad,  and  near  the  fame  in  Depth.  In  the  EaR 
Corner  of  this  Bay  Rands  the  Town  of  St.  Hellier,  very  happily  fituated, 
having  a  Profpedt  open  to  the  Sea  and  Mount  Elizabeth  CaRle  (which,  fince 
it  was  repaired  and  the  Works  augmented  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Second, 
entirely  occupies  a  rocky  Ifle  which  the  Sea,  when  it  devoured  the  Soil, 
could  not  digeR),  covered  with  Hills  to  the  North,  with  Meadows  between 
them  and  the  Town,  through  which  runs  a  copious  and  delightful  Stream, 
that  waters  the  Place  as  well  as  can  be  wifhed.  The  Streets  are  open  and  well 
built,  with  a  handfome  Square  in  the  Center,  and  well  accommodated  in 
point  of  Markets,  and  every  Thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  Convenience 
of  the  Inhabitants,  of  whom  there  may  be  about  two  thoufand  u.  There  has 
been  of  late  Years  a  Pier  raifed,  which  is  a  great  Advantage  to  the  Port, 
and  of  courfe  not  a  little  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Town.  But  the  princinal 
Haven  is  on  the  other  Side,  in  the  Wcftern  Corner  of  the  Bay,  which 
receives  its  Name  from  it,  being  called  St.  Aubin’s.  It  is  about  half  the  Size 
of  St.  Hellier,  chiefly  occupied  by  Merchants  and  Mailers  of  Ships ;  and 
moil  of  the  Buildings  being  new,  make  a  very  neat  and  elegant  Figure.  A 
little  to  the  Eaflward  of  the  Town  a  Rock  riles  up  in  the  Sea,  upon  which 
the  Fort  of  St.  Aubin  is  eredled  ;  to  which  the  Inhabitants  having  joined  a 
Rrong,  well-built  Pier,  their  Haven  is  now  equally  fecured  againft  the 
Fury  of  the  Winds,  and  the  Infults  of  an  Enemy.  Within  the  Pier,  a  Sixth 
Rate  juR  floats  at  a  dead  Neap,  and  a  Veflfel  of  two  hundred  Tons-  at  all 
Times ;  but  Ships  of  fuperior  Size  mull  lie  without, Yn  the  Road,  where  there 
is  good  anchoring,  and  the  whole  Bay  being  a  fine,  clean,  hard  Sand,  ren¬ 
ders  the  Intercourfe  between  the  two  Towns,  which  are  about  three  Miles 
diRant,  perfectly  eafy  w.  There  are,  befides  thefe,  feveral  other  Havens  of 
lefs  Note ;  as,  St.  Brelade’s  Bay,  at  the  Back  of  St.  Aubin’s  ;  the  great  Bay  of 
St.  Ouen,  which  takes  in  the  greateR  Part  of  the  WeR  Side  of  the  Ifland, 


1  The  principal  Liquor  in  this  Country  was  formerly  Mead,  and  the  Honey  of  Jerfey  flip 
maintains  its  Reputation,  and  keeps  up  its  Price. 

u  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  chap,  i.  p.  301.  Tt  is  remarkable, 
tllat  Dr.  T-Tevlin,  who  was  actually  here,  copying  Mr.  Camden,  calls  it  St.  Hillary’s.  Falle’s 
Account  ot  Jerfey,  chap.  ii.  p.  168,  169. 

w  Heylin’s  Cofmographv,  Book  i.  p.  188.  Additions  to  Bifhop  Gibfon’s  Tranflation  of  Cam-- 
cten’s  Britannia,  coi.  1511.  La  Baflide’s  Plan  of.  the  Town,  Harbour,  and  Bay  of  St.- Aubin.. 
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where  the  largeft  Ships  may  ride,  in  twelve  and  fifteen  Fathom,  fafe  from 
all  but  Eafi:  Winds :  La  Crevaffe  is  a  Port  only  for  Boats ;  Greve  de  Lecq,  and 
Port  St.  John,  are  alfo  fmall  Havens,  on  the  North  Side,  where  is  likewife 
Bonnenuit.  On  the  Eafi;  there  is  the  Bay  of  St.  Katherine,  and  the  Harbour 
of  Rofel;  to  the  South  of  which  lies  the  famous  Mount  Orgueil  Caftle, 
formerly  Caftle  Gourray,  upon  a  folid  Rock,  which  was  entirely  covered  with 
its  Out- works;  once  the  Glory  of  this  Ifle,  and  Rill  majeftic,  though  in 
Decay.  To  the  South  South  Weft  lies  the  Haven  de  la  Chaufiee.  The  laft  we 
fhall  mention  is  the  Port  de  Pas,  a  very  little  to  the  Eaftward  of  St.  Aubin’s 
Bay.  All  thefe  are  covered  with  Breafl-works,  well  defended  by  Cannon 

The  State  of  Things,  and  the  Occupations  of  the  People,  are  very  much 
changed  from  what  they  were  a  Century  paft,  or  a  very  little  more  y :  The 
Country  then  was,  in  a  manner,  altogether  arable  or  pafture,  and  the  People, 
in  general,  applied  themfelves  to  Agriculture ;  whereas,  now,  every  Houfe 
has  its  Orchard,  and  thefe  Orchards  are  fo  fenced  with  fixong  and  thick 
Mounds  of  Earth  and  Stone,  frequently  furmounted  by  Hedges,  and  fome- 
times  by  Trees,  that  it  has  been  thought,  not  by  tranfient  Spectators,  but  even 
on  Reflection  affirmed  by  the  moft  competent  Judges,  thefe  Inclofures,  to¬ 
gether  with  larger  or  lefier  Roads,  take  up  not  lefs  than  a  third  Part  of  the 
Surface  of  the  IfiancD;  and  they  have  fuch  an  Abundance  of  Fruit,  that  it  is 
believed,  in  a  good  Year,  they  make  between  twenty  and  thirty  thoufand 
Hogfheads  of  Cyder ;  and  if  we  confider,  that  this  is  the  common  Drink  of 
the  Inhabitants,  we  may  eafily  acquiefce  in  the  Account a.  Their  great  Ma¬ 
nufacture  is  the  fame  with  that  of  Guernfey,  the  working  up  of  their  Wool, 
and  that,  which  by  two  ACts  of  Parliament  they  are  allowed  to  import  from 
England,  which  is  four  thoufand  Tods ;  and  fome  fay,  that  ten  thoufand  Pair 
of  Stockings,  of  all  Sorts  and  Sizes,  are  brought  weekly  to  the  Market  of  St. 
Helliers  b.  In  ancient  Times  they  depended  greatly  upon  their  Fifhery,  in 

x  This  Account  is  according  to  the  beft  Information  I  could  obtain,  compared  with  the  mod 
correct  Maps  that  I  could  procure. 

y  Informer  Times  they  exported  Wheat,  particularly  to  France;  now  they  import  it  annually, 
mofUy  from  Britain,  though  fometimes  alfo  from  Dantzick. 

*  In  this  Ifle,  where  every  Thing  is  done  by  Weight  and  Meafure,  there  are  three  Kinds  of 
Roads,  (i)  Chemins  du  Roy,  i.  e.  the  King’s  Highway,  twelve  Feet  in  Breadth,  exclufive  of 
two  Feet  on  each  Bank,  or  Side,  in  all,  fixteen  Feet.  (2)  Chemins  de  Huit  Pieds,  i.  e.  eight 
Feet  Roads,  with  Side-ways  of  two  Feet,  making  twelve  in  the  Whole.  (3)  Chemins  de  Quatre 
Pieds,  i.  e.  four  Feet  Roads,  refembling  our  Bridle-ways.  Thefe  are  annually  examined  by  the 
Magiftrates,  who  fee  that  they  are  kept  in  good  Order,  and  not  encroached  on. 

a  If  we  reflect,  that  the  People  grow  moll  of  their  Tread  Corn,  breed  all  the  Cattle  they  con- 
fume,  and  obtain  the  mod  Part  of  their  Drink  from  their  own  Lands,  and  that  the  whole  Extent 
of  their  Orchards,  (according  even  to  this  Calculation)  does  not  amount  to  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  Englifh  Acres,  we  cannot  difpute  their  being  good  Oeconomifts. 

b  Falle’s  Account  of  Jerfey,  chap.  ii.  p.  177.  I  have  feen  a  Computation,  by  which  this 
Branch  <?f  Induftry  was  fhewn  to  produce,  annually,  twenty-five  thoufand  Pounds.  If  proper 
Care  was  taken  in  the  Choice  of  their  Fruit,  making  and  managing  one-fixth  Part  of  their  Cyder 
for  Exportation,  the  Profit  and  Freight  would  yield  little  lefs. 
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which  they  are  much  inferior,  atprefent,  toGuernfey  ;  but  whereas  they  had 
formerly  larger  Ships,  and  a  greater  Share  of  Commerce,  that  is  now  in  the 
Hands  of  the  People  of  Jerfey,  who  fend  annually  thirty  ttout  fhips  to  the 
Newfoundland  Fishery  j  and,  in  Time  of  Peace,  great  Quantities  of  Tobacco 
are  fmuggled  from  thence  into  France  c.  For  the  Defence  of  the  Ifland  they 
have  two  Troops  of  Horfe,  live  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  a  line  Train  of 
Artillery,  exclulive  of  what  is  in  their  feveral  Cattles,  and  on  the  Redoubts 
and  Breatt-works  upon  their  Coafts,  amounting  in  the  Whole,  to  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  Eighteen-pounders,  given  by  King  William  to  the  Ifland  in  16^2 
There  are  always  regular  Troops  in  Elizabeth  Cattle,  and  in  Fort  St.  Aubin  5, 
and,  in  time  of  War,  they  have  commonly  a  Body  of  Forces  from  England. 
The  whole  Number  of  Inhabitants  is  computed  at  about  twenty-five  thouland, 
all  of  whom  are  (except  a  very  few)  Natives  of  the  Place  e* 

Originally,  all  thefe  Illands  were  under  the  Jurifdidion  of  one  great 
Officer,  ttiled,  fometimes,  Lord,  fometimes  Bailiff,  and  lometimes  Guardian 
of  the  Illes  f.  In  thofe  early  Times  he  had  almoft  regal  Authority  ;  indeed, 
there  have  been  Periods  when  our  Kings  were  dilpofed  to  give  thefe  Illes  to 
thofe  great  Officers,  in  as  abfolute  a  Manner  as  held  by  themfelves.  Thus 
King  Richard  gave  them  in  Appenage  to  his  Brother  John  g ;  Henry  the  Third 
to  Prince  Edward  h;  Henry  the  Fifth  to  Edward  Plantagenet  Duke  of  York,, 
and,  upon  his  Demife,  to  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  own  Brother  But 
Henry  the  Sixth  went  beyond  them  all,  granting  them.,  after  the  Deceafe  of 
his  Uncle  Humphry  Duke  of  Gloucetter  (  who  had  them  after  the  Death  of 
his  other  Uncle,  Bedford),  to  his  own  great  Favourite,  and,  which  is  more, 
creating  him  who  was  Henry  Earl  of  Warwick,  as  we  have  elfewhere  ob~ 
ferved,  King  of  the  Hies,  and,  as  fuch,  crowning  him  with  his  own  Hands  k. 
But,  very  luckily  for  the  People,  none  of  thefe  Grants  (except  the  firtt)  took. 

c  They  defend  themfelves  again!!  this  Accufation,  by  alledging,  the  French  come  and' purchafe- 
thefe  Commodities,  and  that  they  fend  nothing  on  their  own  Account. 

d  All  thefe  Brea!!- works,  and  other  Fortifications  are  kept  in  good  Repair;  the  Militia  are 
cloathed  in  red,  like  the  regular  Forces,  and  conflantly  reviewed  once  a  Year. 

e  The  Sugar  Illands,  Barbadoes,  St.  Chriflopher’s,  Antego,  are  thought  extremely  populous,, 
but  then  their  Inhabitants  are  bought,  not  bred  upon  the  Ifland s ;  and  even  taken  together, 
Whites  and  Blacks,  do  not  exceed,  the  Size  of  the  refpeflive  Countries  being  alfo  confidered,  the 
Numbers  contained  in  Jerfey. 

f  In  Latin,  Dominus,  Ballivus,  Cuftos  Infularum,  all  with  nearly  the  fame  Powers,  as  Lieu¬ 
tenants  to,  and  Reprefentatives  of,  the  Sovereign;  but  for  different  Terms,  fome  being  during 
Pleafure,  fome  for  three  or  fix  Years,,  and  fome  for  Life. 

g  It  is  not  improbable,  that  thefe  Ifles  having  been  his  private  Eflate  while  Earl  of  Mbreton,, 
might  give  this  Prince  that  Affe£!ion  for  them  which  he  afterwards  exprefled'. 

h  Henry  was  defirous  of  calling  all  his  Care  upon  his  Son,  afterwards  Edward  I.  to  whom,, 
as  we  have  already  mentioned,  he  yielded  his  Title  to  Wales,  of  which  fome  make  him  the  iirft 
Prince. 

i  This  Grant  (Hill  extant)  is  dated' November  27,  1415,  being  the  third  of  Henry  the  Fifth.. 
This  Duke  of  Bedford  died  in  the  high  Office  of  Regent  of  France,  September  14,  1435' 
k  See  Political. Survey  of.  Britain,.  voL  i.  p.  460.,. 
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Effect  for  any  long  Space  of  Time.  King  Henry  the  Seventh  feparated  them 
into  two  Governments ' ;  as  King  John  had,  before,  diverted  this  Officer  of 
his  Power  over  the  Laws.  He,  or,  as  the  Cuftom  of  late  Years  is,  his  De¬ 
puty,  who  is  alfo  named  by  his  Majefty,  is  at  the  Head  of  the  State,  and  of 
the  Military  Government.  The  Bailiff,  now  made  by  the  King,  though  for¬ 
merly  appointed  by  the  Governor,  is  the  chief  Magiftrate,  and  precedes  the 
Governor  in  Courts  of  Juftice,  but  no  where  elfe  ;  and  is  entrurted  with  the 
Cuftody,  and,  under  certain  Reftridtions,  with  the  Ufe  of  the  Great  Seal : 
He  has  likewife  his  Lieutenant  m.  There  are  alfo,  in  each  Government,  Co- 
ronatores  Jurati,  in  Englifh,  Jurats,  Sworn  Jurtices,  or  Jurtices  of  the  Peace, 
twelve  in  Number,  elected  not  by  the  particular  Parifhes,  but  by  the  People 
in  general.  To  thefe  we  may  add,  the  following  Minifterial  Officers,  le  Pro- 
cureur  du  Roy,  the  Attorney-General ;  l’Avocat  du  Roy,  the  Sollicitor-Gene- 
ral ;  le  Vicomte,  in  Jerfey,  in  Guernfey  le  Provoft,  the  High  Sheriff ;  le 
Greffier,  the  Recorder ;  two  Under  Sheriffs,  and  l’Enregiftreur,  the  Keeper 
of  the  Rolls.  Thefe  are  all  Members  of  the  Royal  Courts,  in  each  of  the 
Iflands.  Every  Parirti  has  its  Con  liable,  which  is  a  triennial  Office  of  great 
Honour  andTruft;  each  Conrtable  having  under  him  two  Centeniers,  or 
Lieutenants,  and  twelve  Sermentes,  or  fworn  Affirtants.  There  is  alfo,  in 
every  Vinton,  a  Vintonier.  Thefe  Officers  execute  Juftice,  fupprefs  Dif- 
orders,  levy  all  Taxes,  with  very  little  Expence  to  the  People.  In  the  States 
of  both  Iflands,  the  Governor,  or  his  Deputy,  preffdes,  having  firft  called 
them  together;  and  he  has  alfo  a  negative  Voice.  They  pafs  Laws,  raife 
Money,  naturalize  Strangers,  and  appoint  Deputies  to  carry  Addreffes,  or  Re- 
prefentations,  on  their  Behalf,  to  the  Crown  n. 

The  se  Iflands,  as  the  Lawyers  agree,  though  parcel  of  the  Dominions  of 
the  Crown,  are  not,  or  ever  were,  parcel  of  the  Realm  of  England  °.  On 
this  Account  their  Laws  are  different,  being  derived  from  the  Cuftom  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  contained  in  Mancell’s  Inftitutes,  the  Common  Law,  or  local  Ufages, 
in  every  Ifland,'  the  Ordinances  of  our  Kings,  and  their  own  Laws  and 
Judgments,  in  their  Royal  Courts.  Appeals  lie  from  their  Judicatures  to  the 

1  This  Monarch  faw  the  Imprudence  of  trailing  the  Whole  in  one  Hand  ;  and,  therefore,  not 
only  divided  the  Governments,  but  leffened  the  Power  of  each  of  thefe  Governors  in  his  own 
Ifland. 

m  King  James  I.  by  his  Letters  Patent,  dated  Auguft  9th,  in  the  13th  of  his  Reign,  A.  D. 
1615,  acknowledges  the  Wifdom  of  Henry  VII.  in  depriving  the  Governor  of  the  Power  of  no¬ 
minating  the  Bailiff,  declares  that  Conftitution  of  Henry  VII.  a  fundamental  Law,  alligns  one 
hundred  Merks  as  an  annual  Fee  to  the  Bailiff,  and  flriftly  enjoins  the  Governors  not  to  inter¬ 
meddle  in  the  Appointment  of  any  of  the  Royal  Officers. 

n  Heylin’s  Survey  of  the  State  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  chap.  i.  p.  206,  207,  208.  Falle’s 
Account  of  Jerfey,  chap.  iii.  iv.  v.  Dicey’s  Fliflorical  Account  of  Guernfey,  p.  67 — 72. 

0  Coke’s  Inftitutes,  P.  iv.  chap.  lxx.  Sir  Matthew  Hale’s  Hillory  and  Analyfis  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Law  of  England,  chap..  ix,  Curzon’s  Compendium  of  the  Laws  and  Culloms  of  England, 
ftc.  P.  437. 
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King  in  Council,  and  Doleances,  according  to  the  Mode  in  Normandy  p. 
Their  Lands  and  Eftates  defcend  in  Gavel  Kind  q.  They  do  not  eftimate  their 
Rents  by  Money,  but  by  Quarters  of  Wheat,  and  Rent  Charges  are  created  in 
the  fame  Manner ;  which  Rents  or  Rent  Charges  may  be  paid  from  Michael¬ 
mas  to  St.  Lawrence’s  Day,  which  is  the  tenth  of  Auguft  following,  in  Kind ; 
but  after  that  Period  is  elapfed,  in  Money,  as  the  Price  is  fet,  for  the  Year, 
by  the  Royal  Court r.  A  Gentleman  who  has  a  hundred  Quarters  of  Wheat 
due  to  him  annually,  for  F.ent  or  Rent  Charges,  in  thefe  Lies,  is  equivalent 
to  a  Man  of  feventy  Pounds  a  Year  in  any  other  Place  s.  Their  Ports  were 
formerly  efteemed  neutral,  even  in  Time  of  War,  not  only  by  us,  but  by  our 
Neighbours,  which  'gave  them  great  Advantages  in  Commerce ;  but  their 
Zeal  for  the  Britifh  Intereft  having  prompted  them  to  fit  our  Privateers,  this 
finguiar  Privilege,  and  all  the  Benefits  flowing  from  it,  is  lofl  t.  No  Sheep 
or  Lamb  can  be  exported  into  foreign  Countries  from  any  of  thefe  Iflands,  or 
any  India  Goods  imported,  but  from  England,  under  very  fevere  Penalties $ 
all  Goods  or  Manufactures  of  thefe  Iflands  may  be  imported,  Duty-free,  into 
England,  unlefs  they  are  excifeable,  and  then  they  are  to  pay  the  fame  Excife 
that  would  be  paid  for  the  like  Goods  or  Manufactures  here.  Ships  built  in 
thefe  Iflands  are  within  the  Navigation  ACt,  and  may,  if  regiftered,  trade  to 
the  Plantations.  Duties  upon  foreign  Salt  are  drawn  back,  if  exported  into 
thefe  Iflesj  but  Salt  made  in  them,  and  imported  into  Britain,  is  to  pay  Duty 
as  if  it  was  foreign  Salt  u.  Laftly,  they  are  not  bound  by  any  of  our  Statutes, 
unlefs. particularly  mentioned  in  them,  and  even  then  the  Statute  is  tranfmitted 
to  them  under  the  King’s  Broad  Seal. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  Caufes  whence  thefe  Iflands  are,  and  have  been, 
always  in  an  extraordinary  Degree  populous,  we  fhall  find  it  principally  owing 
to  their  fteady  Adherence  to  their  original  Conflitution  (fuccinCtly  digefied, 
indeed,  into  feveral  Articles,  by  King  John,  but  of  a  far  more  early  Inftitu- 

p  Thefe  complain  direftly  of  Injuftice;  and  therefore,  whoever  enters  a  Doleance,  depofits  a 
certain  Sum,  by  way  of  Security,  to  profecute  it  within  a  Year  and  a  Day,  which  is  forfeited  if 
the  Doleant  fails  in  making  out  his  Complaint. 

q  Dr.  Heylin  complains  bitterly  of  this  Tenure,  and  others  are  not  pleafed  with  it,  but,  as 
they  own  it  makes  the  Illands  populous,  we  cannot  be  of  their  Opinion  ;  thofe  who  would  abolifh 
it  have  never  confidered  the  good  Effefls  it  produces,  and  the  many  Inconveniencies  that  would 
enfue,  if,  to  gratify  the  Avarice  or  Ambition  of  a  few,  this  fundamental  Policy,  coeval  with  the 
Iilands,  was  abolifhed. 

1  This  has  been  alfo  treated  as  another  Grievance,  perhaps  with  as  little  Reafon  ;  for  by  this 
Means  Rents  are  higher  when  Necefiaries  are  dear,  and  lower  when  they  are  cheap ;  in  which,  as 
there  was  originally  much  Equity,  there  is  Hill  great  Conveniency. 

s  It  is  requifite  to  remark,  that  the  Quarter  of  Wheat  here  is  no  more  than  five  Bufhels,  and 
the  Computation  in  the  .Text  takes  three  Shillings  for  the  middle  Price. 

f  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  855.  Seldeni  Mare  claus.  lib.  ii.  cap.  19,  et  iterum  cap.  22.  The  Bull 
of  Sixtus  IV.  in  Support  of  this  Privilege,  is  preferved  in  Falle’s  Account  of  Jerfey,  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix,  p.  354. 

u  Stat.  12  Car.  II.  cap.  xxxii.  §1.  7  Geo.  I.  cap.  xxi.  §  9.  3  Geo.  I.  cap.  iv.  §  5.  7  &  8 

Will.  HE  cap.  xxii.  §  17.  5  Geo.  I.  cap.  xviii.  §11.  2  &  3  Ann.  cap.  xiv.  §  9. 
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tion)  from  which  they  have  hardly  in  any  Inftance  digreffed ;  and  having  had- 
no  Factions,  much  lei's  domeftic  Revolutions,  have  retained,  conftantly,. 
Virtue  and  Force  fufficient  to  repel  all  foreign  Invalions.  The  Form  of  their 
Government,  correfponding  with  the  Principles  of  their  Conftitution,  pervades 
and  animates  the  whole  Mafs  of  the  People  j  fo  that  each  Individual  is  per- 
fiiaded  of  the  Duty  he  owes  to,  becaule  he  feels  as  well  as  comprehends,  the 
Intereft  he  has  in  the  Publick.  This  eftablifhes  a  national  Habit  of  Induftry, 
every  Man  being  brought  up  in  the  Means  of  fupplying,  as  well  as  born  fub- 
jeCt  to,  the  NecefTities  of  Nature.  The  Impoffibiiity  of  accumulating  a  large 
Fortune,  from  the  legal  Diftribution  of  Eftates,  preferves  a  greater  Equality 
in  Circumftances  than  is  almoft  any  where  elfe  to  be  found  and  this  Equality 
produces  an  Emulation  which  nothing  elfe  could  produce.  France  and 
Britain  are  the  Countries  which,  from  their  Proximity,  feem  to  folicit  thefe 
People  to  quit  their  narrow  Limits,  but,  hitherto,  with  little  EfFeCt;  the 
Caufes  of  which  may  be,  at  leapt  probably,  affigned.  An  Hatred  to  the 
French  Government  in  former  Times,  and  a  ftill  {Longer  Averfion  to  Popery 
of  late  Days,  has  hindered  the  Natives  of  thefe  Ifles  from  removing  into  that 
Country,  though  they  fpoke  the  fame  Language  with  the  Inhabitants.  On 
the  other  Hand,  the  not  fpeaking  our  Tongue,  and  their  Knowlege  that 
we  were  not  very  fond  of  Strangers,  deterred  them  from  coming  hither,  and 
inclined  them  to  think  it  heft,  upon  the  Whole,  to  flay  at  Home.  Yet  it 
mull  be  allowed,  that  into  Britain  feveral  of  the  Gentry  have  occafionally  re¬ 
moved  ;  and,  if  this  were  a  proper  place,  Inftances  might  be  eafily  given  of 
their  diftinguifhing  themlelves  in  the  Church,  in  the  State,  in  the  Republic 
of  Letters,  in  the  Army,  and  in  the  Fleet.. 

A  thorough  Knowlege  of  the  infinite  Importance  of  thefe  Illands,  as 
fo  mnny  Barriers  againft  France  3  a  well-grounded  Forefight  of  the  innumerable 
Mifchiefs  that  muft  follow,  on  their  falling  under  the  Power  of  that  Crown  j. 
and  a  juft  Senfe  of  the  fteady  and  intrepid  Courage  with  which  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  had  fo  often  defended  themfelves,  induced  our  Monarchs  to  give  them 
many,  and  fome  very  extraordinary  Marks,  of  their  Grace  and  Favour,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  Fortifications  they  raifed  for  their  Defence,  and  the  Fleets  that, 
from  time  to  time,  they  employed  -for  their  Protection.  Thus  King  Edward 
the  Third  directed  a  Letter,  not  only  to  the  Bailiff  and  other  Magiftrates,  but 
to  the  People  of  Jerfey  in  general,  to  thank  them  for  the  glorious  Stand  they 
made  againft  his  Enemies ;  which  has  been  before  mentioned  w.  Almoft  all 
our  Princes,  after  him,  took  a  Pleafure  in  recapitulating  their  Services,  on  the 
renewing  of  their  Charters.  Henry  the  Seventh  gave  them  his  Sanction  for 
the  EreCtion  of  two  Free-fchools ;  Queen  Elizabeth  honoured  them  with 
larger  and  more  explicit  Charters  than  any  of  her  Predeceflors ;  King  James 

w  Rymeri-  Feed,  tom,  v.  p.  186.  See  alfo  the  Charters  publiflied  by  the  judicious  as  well 
as  induihious  Mr.  Falle,  in  his  Cafaria,  or  an  Account  of  Jerfey. 
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the  Firft  redrefTed  feveral  Grievances,  and  fhewed,  in  many  Cafes,  an  earned 
Attention  to  their  Intereds  and  Welfare ;  King  Charles  the  Fird  gave  Lands 
for  endowing  three  Fellowdiips,  in  as  many  Colleges,  at  Oxford*;  King 
Charles  the  Second  fent  a  Mace,  with  a  mod  honourable  Infcription,  to  be 
carried  before  the  Magidrates  of  Jerfey  y ;  King  William  gave  all  the  Artillery 
requiiite  for  their  Bread- works  and  other  Fortifications;  and  they  have  de- 
ferved  and  received  many  Benefits  from  the  Crown  in  fucceeding  Reigns. 

The  pad  and  prefent  State  of  thefe  Idands,  and  their  Inhabitants,  have 
been  the  more  fully  confidered,  for  many  weighty  Reafons.  They  are  de- 
mondrative  Proofs,  not  only  of  the  general  DoCtrine  we  have  delivered,  in  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  Excellence  of  an  infular  Situation,  but  alfo  of  the  lading  as  well 
as  dupendous  Effects  of  thofe  public-fpirited  Principles,  upon  which  true 
Policy  is  founded.  They  deliver  us  from  the  Neceffity  of  appealing  to  the 
State  of  fmall  Idands  in  Times  pad,  or  at  a  great  Didance;  for  they  furnifh  us 
with  all  the  Evidence  of  Fads  requifite,  in  our  own  Days,  in  our  own  Hands, 
and  at  our  own  Doors.  To  prels  this  Argument  farther,  and  to  point  out 
mere  explicitly  the  Confequences  that  fiow  from  it,  would  be  to  diftruft  the 
Reader’s  Underdanding.  His  own  Thoughts  will  fugged  more  in  favour 
of  the  Sentiments  I  fupport,  than  it  would  be  fit  for  me  to  fay. 

But,  after  all,  I  am  far  from  thinking,  that  thefe  Ifies  are  improved  to 
the  utmod;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  they  fought,  difeovered, 
and  wrought  Mines,  which  the  Emery  formerly  brought  from  Guernfey, 
and  a  celebrated  Mineral  Spring  which  is  in  Jerfey  ?,  feem  to  drew  they 
poffefs;  if  they  cultivated  Flax,  and  introduced  the  Linen,  or  even  the  Thread 
Manufacture,  it  would  produce  infinite  Advantages  to  the  Inhabitants;  and  if 
one  or  two  Ports,  capable  of  receiving  large  Ships,  were  opened  in  the  larger 
Idands,  it  would  contribute  to  the  extending  their  Navigation  and  Commerce, 
and  induce  them  to  concur  effectually  in  eradicating  that  pernicious  Practice 
of  Smuggling,  which  is  equally  inconfiftent  with  good  Government  and 
found  Morals.  In  all,  or  any  of  thefe  Attempts,  they  have  a  juft  Right  to 
the  Aftlftance  of  Great  Britain  ;  becaufe  whatever  Accefiion  of  Strength  they 
can  attain  muft  redound  to  our  Security,  and  whatever  augments  their 
Wealth  muft  turn  finally  to  our  Profit;  which  this  SeCtion  fiifficiently 
fhews,  and  to  which,  therefore,  it  is  Time  to  put  an  End. 

x  Thefe  three  are  the  Colleges  of  Exeter,  Jefus,  and  Pembroke ;  to  which  that  excellent 
Prelate,  Dr.  Motley,  Bifhop  ol  Winchefter,  ^dded  five  Scholarfhips  in  Pembroke,  of  twelve 
Pounds  per  Annum  ;  three  to  Jerfey,  and  two  from  Guernfey. 

y  Falle’s  Account  of  Jerfey,  in  the  Appendix,  p.  333.  The  fame  Monarch  gave  the  highefl 
Tefiimony  to  their  Fidelity  and  Duty  in  his  Charter. 

1  Meretti  Pinax  rerum  naturalium  Britannicarum,  p.  213.  Woodward’s  Natural  Hiflory  of 
Fulfils,  tom.  i.  p.  63.  Hartlib’s  Legacy,  p.  87.  The  purging  Spring  is  in  St.  Mary’s  Parifh  in 
Jerfey,  and  was  highly  commended  by  Dr.  Walter  Charlton,  who  refided  there  fome  Years. 

X  x  x  2  Section 
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Section  III. 

The  Ifland  and  Kingdom  of  Man. 

The  different  Names  of  this  Ifland ,  and  Accounts  given  of  it  by  ancient  Authors. 
The  few  Particulars  known  of  their  Firji  Line  of  Princes.  The  Hiftory  of 
Man  under  the  Second  Line  of  Kings.  The  Acquifttion  of  this  Jfe  by  Goddard 
Crow  nan,  and  the  SucceJJion  of  its  Kings  and  Lords  to  the  prefent  Times . 
The  Situation ,  Size,  and  Extent  of  this,  in  comparifon  of  other  Countries. 
The  Air ,  Climate ,  Soil,  Mountains,  and  Rivulets.  The  Minerals,  Gram , 
Cattle,  Fowl,  and  Fijh.  The  fever al  Commodities  of  this  ffe.  The  chief 
Towns  and  principal  Harbours  in  it.  The  Government,  Civil ,  Eccle/iaflical, 
and  Military",  with  the  Cuftoms  and  Difpofitions  of  the  People.  The  Want 
of  Improvements,  Lofs  of  Commerce,  and  Declining  of  their  Fffery,  has  intro¬ 
duced  the  pernicious  Practice  of  Smuggling,  with  all  the  Mifchiefs  that  ne- 
cef drily  attend  it.  The  feveral  Laws  that  have  been  made  ( with  little  Suc- 
cefs )  in  order  to  prevent  the  bad  Confluences  of  the  contraband  Trade  from 
thence  to  the  Coajls  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Remarks  on  the  prejent 
State  of  that  If  and  and  its  Inhabitants ,  and  the  Means  pointed  out  by  which 
thefi  Evils  may  be  removed,  the  People  of  Man  made  happy ,  and  the  If  and 
exceedingly  ufiful  to  Britain. 

r~|p  HE  Firft  Author  who  mentions  this  Ifland  is  Csefar ;  for  there  can  be 
as  little  Doubt,  that  by  the  Mona,  of  which  he  fpeaks  in  his  Com¬ 
mentaries,  placing  it  in  the  midft  between  Britain  and  Ireland,  we  are  to 
underhand  Man  a  j  as  that  the  Mona  of  Tacitus,  which  he  acquaints  us  had 
a  fordable  Streight  between  it  and  the  Continent,  can  be  applied  only  to 
Anglefey  k.  Pliny  has  fet  down  both  Ifiands ;  Mona,  by  which  he  intends 
Anglefy,  and  Monabia,  which  is  Man  <\  In  Ptolemy  we  find  Monaoeda,  or 
Monaida  d,  that  is,  the  farther  or  more  remote  Mon.  Orofius  fiiles  it  Me- 
navia  e,  tells  us  that  it  was  not  extremely  fertile,  and  that  this*  as  well  as 
Ireland,  was  then^.pofiefied  by  the  Scots.  Beda,  who,  as  we  have  formerly 
remarked,  difiinguifhes  clearly  Two  Menavian  Ifiands,  names  this  the  Northern 

a  De  Bello  Galileo,  lib.  v.  cap.  10.  Lambarde’s  Topographical  and  Iliflorical  Dictionary,  p.  20?. 
Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britaine,  p,  37.  a. 

b  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xiv.  Vit.  Agricol.  Leland.  Geneth.  Eadverdi  Princip.  p.  34.  H.  Lbuyd, 
Defcript.  Britan,  fol.  17. 

c  Nat.  Hill.  lib.  iv.  cap.  16.  lib.  ii.  cap.  75.  In  fome  Copies  inftead  of  Monabia,  we  find 

Monapia.. 

“  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2. 

e  Kilt,  lib*  i.  cap.  2.  Baxter  and  feme  other  learned  Antiquaries  think,  inftead  of  Menavia- 
or  Mevanta,  it  fhould  be  Menania. 

Menavia* 
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Menavia,  beftowing  the  Epithet  of  Southern,  upon  Anglefey  f.  In  fome 
Copies  of  Nennius  this  Ille  is  denominated  Eubonia,  in  others  Menavia;  but 
both  are  explained  to  mean  Man  g.  Alured  of  Beverley  alfo  fpeaks  of  it 
as  one  of  the  Menavian  Iflands  h.  The  Britons,  in  their  own  Language, 
called  it  Manaw,  more  properly  Main  au,  that  is,  a  little  Ifland,  which  l'eems 
to  be  latinized  in  the  Word  Menavia.  All  which  clearly  proves,  that  this 
fmall  Ille  was  as  early  inhabited,  and  as  well  known  to  the  Reft  of  the  World, 
as  either  Britain  or  Ireland.  This  very  Fa<ft,  as  to  which  we  cannot  entertain 
the  leaft  Doubt,  manifeftly  implies,  that  the  People  living  here  were  em¬ 
ployed,  as  well  as  fubftfted,  fome  way  or  other;  and  if  we  could  any  where 
meet  with  a  diftintft  Account  of  this,  it  would  fupply  us  with  the  ancient 
Hiftory  of  Man.  But  as  we  have  no  Chronicle  of  this  Kind,  we  muft  pick 
up  what  fcattered  Hints  we  can,  not  to  amufe  the  Reader  with  hard  Names 
and  antiquated  Fables,  but,  if  it  be  in  any  Degree  practicable,  to  furnifh  him 
with  the  Means  of  forming  fome  Ideas  of  the  paft,  prefent,  and  poffible  State 
of  this  Illand. 

W;e  have  in  a  former  Section  fhewn,  that,  in  the  Clofe  of  the  Firft  Cen¬ 
tury,  the  Druids,  who  were  the  Priefts,  Prophets,  and  Phiiofophers  of  the 
old  Britons,  were' finally  expelled  by  Julius  Agricola  from  the  Southern  Mona  i ; 
and  we  are  told,  and  told  with  great  Probability,  that  they  then  took  Shelter  in 
the  Northern  K  This  Ifland  they  found  well  planted  with  Firs;  fo  that  they 
had,  in  fome  meafure,  what  they  delighted  in  moft,  the  Shelter  of  Trees; 
but,  however,  not  the  Shelter  of  thole  Trees  in  which  they  moft  delighted;, 
and  therefore  thefe  they  introduced..  No  Fliftory  tells  us  this;  but  we  learn 
it  from  more  certain  /Authority,  great  Woods  of  Fir  having  been  difeovered 
interred  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  and  here  and  there  fmall  Groves  of  Oaks 
but  as  thefe  Trees  are  never  met  with  intermixed,  fo  it  is  plain  they  never 
grew  together;  and  as  the  former  are  by  far  the  moft  numerous,  we  may 
prefume  them  the  natural  Produce  of  the  Country,  and  that  the  latter  were 
planted  and  preferved  by  the  Druids.  They  gave  the  People,  with  whom  they 
lived,  and  over  whom  they  ruled,  a  gentle  Government,  wife  Laws,  but  with 

f  Hidor.  EcclefiafL  Gent..  Anglor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  5.  et  9.  It  is  remarkable  that  there  is  no 
Mention  made  01  Man  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle. 

g  Hill.  Britan,  cap.  2.  which  Name  however  has  been  extended  to  all  thelfleswhich.com- 
pofed  this  Kingdom. 

fa  Baxteii  Gioflarium  Antiquitatum  Britannicarum,  p.  175,  176. 

1  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  chap.  viii.  feft.  1.  p.  490. 

k  Heft.  Booth.  Hid:.  Scot,  fok  22.  b.  Spottifwood’s  Hidory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  p.  3. 
James  Earl  of  Derby’s  Account  of  the  Ifland  of  Man  addrefled  to  his  Son,  preferved  by  the- 
Reverend  Mr.  Peck,  in  his  Deflderata  Curiofa,  vol.  ii.  Book  xi.  N°.  xii. 

1  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.839.  Chaioner’s  Account  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  p.  2.  Hou-  .li ton’s  Col- 
leftions  for' the  Improvement  of  Hu  {band  ry  and  Trade,  vol.  iii.  Nu.  476.  An  Account  or  the 
Ifle  of  Man  by  William  Sacheverel,  Efq;  Governor  of  that  Ifland,  p.  9,  10.  Bifliop  Wiilfon’s- 
Account  of  that  Ifland,  publiflied  by  the  late  Bifliop  of  London,  in  his  lad  Edition  of  the 
Britannia. 

thsiL 
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thefe  a  very  fuperftitious  Religion  m.  It  is  alfo  very  likely  that  they  hindered 
tfhem,  as  much  as  they  could,  from  having  any  Correfpondence  with  their 
Neighbours,  which  is  the  Reafon,  that  though  the  Bland  is  mentioned  by  fo 
many  Writers,  not  One  of  them,  before  Orofius,  fays  fo  much  as  a  Word 
about  the  Inhabitants.  A  little  before  his  Time,  that  is,  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  Fifth  Century,  the  Scots  had  tranfported  themfelves  thither  from  Ireland. 
The  Tradition  of  the  Natives  of  Man,  for  they  have  a  traditionary  Hilfory, 
begins  at  this  Period  •■>.  They  File  this  Fir-ft  Difcoverer,  Mannan  Mac  Lear ; 
and  they  fay  that  he  was  a  Magician,  who  kept  this  Country  covered  with 
Mills,  fo  that  the  Inhabitants  of  other  Places  could  never  find  it.  But  the 
ancient  Chronicles  of  Ireland  explain  this  Matter  much  better;  they  inform 
us,  that  the  true  Name  of  this  Adventurer  was  Orbfenius,  the  Son  of  Alla- 
dius,  a  Prince  in  their  Illand  °,  and  that  he  was  furnamed  Mannanan,  from 
bis  having  firft  entered  the  Illand  of  Man,  and  Mac  Lir,  that  is,  the  Offspring 
of  the  Sea,  from  his  great  {kill  in  Navigation.  He  promoted  Commerce,  and 
is  faid  to  have  given  a  good  Reception  to  St.  Patrick,  by  whom  the  Natives 
were  converted  to  Chriftianity. 

The  Princes  who  ruled  after  him  feem  to  have  been  of  the  fame  Line 
with  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  with  which  Country  they  had  a  great  Intercourfe, 
affifting  its  Monarchs  in  their  Wars,  and  having  the  Education  of  their  Princes 
confided  to  them  in  Time  of  Peace  p  ;  whence  it  appears,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  Man  had,  in  this  Period,  the  Reputation  of  being  learned,  as  well  as  civi¬ 
lized,  in  an  extraordinary  Degree  q.  In  the  Beginning  of  the  Seventh  Century, 
Edwin,  King  of  Northumberland,  invaded  the  Menavian  Illands,  ravaged 
Man,  and  kept  it  for  fome  time,  when,  Beda  affures  us,  there  were  in  it 
about  Three  hundred  Families,  which  was  lefs  than  a  Third  Part  of  the 
People  in  Anglefey,  though  Man  wants  but  a  Third  of  the  Size  of  that  Bland  r. 
The  Times  lucceeding  thefe  were  very  troublefome,  infomuch  that,  if  it  were 
not  for  that  Tradition  already  mentioned,  we  lliould  know  hardly  any  thing 
of  the  tnofc  conliderable  Princes  that  ever  ruled  therein,  and  of  which,  after 

m  The  whole  Syftem  of  the  Laws  of  this  Nation,  pnffed  from  Generation  to  Generation  by 
Tradition,  without  being  committed  ,to  Writing,  till  the  Beginning  of  the  Fifteenth  Cen¬ 
tury. 

n  As  their  Laws  have  been  fo  well  kept,  and  as  there  is  little  or  no  Variation  in  their 
Accounts  of  their  Kings,  it  gives  a  Degree  of  Credit  to  their  unwritten  Hilfory. 

0  Rod.  O  Flaherty,  Ogygia,  P.  iii.  cap.  xiv.  p.  179.  He  was  llain,  as  the  Irifh  Chronicles 
-fay,  at  Mogeullin,  in  the  County  of  Gallway. 

p  Johannis  els  For  dun  Scoti-chronicon,  lib.  iii.  cap.  28.  Heft.  Boeth.  Hid.  Scot.  lib.  ix.  G. 
Buchanani  rerum  Scotic.  lib.  v. 

.  S  According  to  the  whole  Tenor  of  the  Saxon,  Scots,  and  Irifh  Writers,  Man,  and  the  adjacent 
:Ifles,  were  famous  at  this  Period  for  many  wife  and  virtuous  Prelates. 

r  Hid.  Ecclefiad.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  9.  If  this  be  underdood  of  Hide  Lands  (as  the 
■Saxon  Trandation  takes  it)  then  it  implies  there  were  Forty-eight  thoufand  Acres  of  profitable 
fL^and  in  this  Idand. 

all, 
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all,  their’s  is  but  an  imperfed  Account;  yet,  fuch  as  it  is,  it  helps  us  to  various- 
Circum fiances  that  certainly  deferve  our  Notice. 

*  « 

The  Second  Line  of  their  Princes  they  derive  from  Orri,  who,  they  fay. 
was  the  Son  of  the  King  of  Norway,  and  that  there  were  Twelve  Princes  of 
this  Houfe  who  governed  Man  s.  The  old  Gonflitution,  fettled  by  the  Druids 
while  they  fwayed  the  Sceptre,  was  perfectly  reflored,  the  Country  was  well 
cultivated,  and  well  peopled,  their  Subjects  were  equally  verfed  in  the  Exer- 
cile  of  Arms  and  in  the  Knowlege  of  the  Arts -of  Peace  t;  in  a  Word, 
they  had  a  coniiderable  Naval  Force,  an  extenfive  Commerce,  and  were  a 
great  Nation,  though  inhabiting  only  a  little  Ifle.  Guttred,  the  Son  of  Orri,  built 
the  Caflle  of  Ruffyn,  A.  D.  960,  which  is  a  flrong  Place,  a  large  Palace,  and 
has  fubfifled  now  for  Eight  hundred  Years  u.  The  Founder  lies  beneath  a- 
fmall  Tomb  in  the  Chapel,  after  having  ereded  this  noble  Strudure  as  a 
Monument  of  himfelf,  and  of  the  Veracity  of  that  Tradition  which  preferves 
his  Memory,  fince  the  Size  and  Ornaments  of  this  vafl  Pile  inconteftibly  prove, 
that  it  muff  have  been  the  Work  of  One  who  had  the  Skill  and  Labour  of 
Multitudes  at  his  Command,  and  who,  for  the  Conflrudion  of  this  Edifice,, 
fpared  not  for  Expence  w„  Macao  was  the  Ninth  of  thefe  Kings,  and,  with 
refped  to  him,  the  Hiflory  of  our  S'axon  Anceflors  bears  ample  Teflimony 
He  maintained  an  unfuccefsful  Struggle  againfl  Edgar,  who  reduced  all  the 
little  Sovereigns  of  the  different  Parts  of  Britain  to  own  him  for  their  Lord,  and 
who,  upon  the  Submifiion  of  Macao,  made  him  his  Fligh  Admiral,  by  which - 
Title  (Archipirata,  in  the  Latin  of  thofe  Times  y),  he  fubferibes  that  Monarch’s 
Charter  to  the  Abbey  of  Glaftonbury  7.  It  is  true  we  cannot  infill  upon  this 
as  abfolutely  certain,  or  as  a  Fad  elfahlifhed  inconteftibly;  but  then  the  Cir~ 
cumftances  that  follow  will  render  it  highly  probable. 

After  the  Death. of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  when  Harold,  who  poffefted 
the  Crown  of  England,  had  defeated  the  Norwegians  at  the  Battle  of  Stain- 

8  This  agrees  very  well  with  the  Daniffi  and  Norwegian  Hiftories,  and  is  not  contradicted 
by  any  other ;  fo  that  it  may  be  true,  in  the  moft  important  Points  at  Jeafr. 

1  In  regard  to  this,  we  find  the  Tradition  confirmed  by  Matters  of  Fact,  fince.  all  the  great 
Buildings  almofl  were  conllruCted  within  this  Period. 

u  This  refls  upon  the  Tradition  of  the  Manks-men;  but  as  the  Chronicle  of  the  Monks,  which* 
commences  but  a  Century  lower,  and  who  dwelt  here,  fays  nothing  in  Contradiction  to  this  received 
Opinion,  there  feems  no  room  to  queftion  the  FaCt. 

w  It  is  built  of  an. extreme  hard  Stone,  exceedingly  difficult  to  poliffi  ;  and  yet  Mr.  Chaloner, 

Mr.  Sacheverel,  and  Mr.  Waldron,  who  had  all  carefully  examined  it,  agree  that  it  is  a  flrong, . 
fpacious,  and,  according,  to  the  Notions  of  thofe  Times,  a  fplendid  Edifice. 

x  A.  D.  973.  Chron.  Marian.  Scot.  Polychronicon  Ranulph.  Iiigden.  Chronica,  de  Mailrofs, , 
where  he  is  called  Maccus.  x 

y  Gulielm.  Malmeiburienfis  de  Geftis  Rcgum  Anglor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  8.  Spelmanni  Gloffiarium, 
p.  460. 

z-  Johannis  Glaftonienfis  de  rebus  Glaflon.  p.  37.  Gulielm.  Malmefbur.  de  Antiq.  Ecclef.  Glafion, . 
p.  82.  Monad.  Anglican,  tom.  i.  p.  17.  In  every  one  of  thefe  we  have  the  Charter,  wherein  his 
Name  is  written  Malculius, 

ford; , 
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ford,  there  was  fimongld  the  Fugitives  one  Goddard  Crownan,  the  Son  of 
Harold  the  Black,  of  Iceland,  who  took  Shelter  in  the  Ifle  of  Man  a.  This 
Ifle  was  then  governed  by  another  Goddard,  who  was  a  Defcendant  from 
Macao,  and  he  gave  him  a  very  kind  and  friendly  Reception.  Goddard  Crow- 
nan,  during  the  flaort  Stay  he  made  in  the-Illand,  perceived  that  his  Nameiake 
was  univerfally  hated  by  his  Subjects,  which  infpired  him  with  Hopes,  that, 
if  he  could  bring  a  competent  Force  to  iupport  the  Attempt,  he  might,  with¬ 
out  Difficulty,  excite  a  general  Revolt  in  his  Favour.  Full  of  thefe  Thoughts 
he  bent  his  courfe  Home,  and  having  colleffed  a  Strength  fufficient  for  his  Pur- 
pofe,  he  returned  ;  but  found  his  Hopes  fruftrated  :  For  Goddard  being  dead, 
his  Son  Fingall  was  feated  upon  the  Throne,  and  generally  beloved.  He 
debarked  his  Men  however ;  but  his  Forces  being  defeated  in  a  general  En¬ 
gagement,  he  was  obliged  to  retire.  In  a  Second  Expedition  joining  Fraud 
to  Force,  he  was  more  fortunate;  for  landing  Three  hundred  Men  in  the 
Night,  whom  he  caufed  to  take  Port  in  a  Wood  b,  he  went  on  Shore  with  all 
the  reft  the  next  Day,  and,  having  drawn  the  Iflanders  into  a  difadvantageous 
.Situation,  fo  that  they  had  the  Sea  at  their  Backs,  his  Army  in  Front,  and  his 
Ambufcade  on  their  Flank,  he,  with  great  Fury,  attacked  them;  but  they 
defended  themfelves  gallantly  till  the  Tide  came  in,  when  thole  pofted  in 
the  Wood  falling  upon  and  cutting  off  their  Retreat,  they  were  forced,  after 
great  Lofs,  and  their  King  Plain,  to  fubmit.  Upon  this  he  affigned  them 
the  North  Part  of  the  Illand  and  gave  the  South  to  his  own  People,  becom¬ 
ing,  in  virtue  of  his  Conqueft,  the  Founder  of  their  Third  Race  of  Princes  d. 
However  he  might  acquire  his  Kingdom,  he  governed  it  with  Spirit  and  Pru¬ 
dence,  made  War  with  Succefs  in  Ireland,  gained  feveral  Victories  over  the 
Scots  in  the  Ides,  and  making  a  Tour  through  his  new  obtained  Dominions, 
deceafed  in  the  Idand  of  Iday  e.  He  left  behind  him  Three  Sons.  A  civil 
War  breaking  out  between  the  Two  Elded,  and  both  of  them  deceadng  in 
the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  Magnus,  King  of  Norway,  coming  with  a  power¬ 
ful  Fleet,  poffeffed  himfelf  of  Man  and  the  Ides,  and  held  them  as  long  as 
he  lived  f;  but,  being  flain  in  Ireland,  the  People  invited  home  Olave,  the 
youngeft  Son  of  Goddard  Crownan,  who  had  ded  to  the  Court  of  England, 
and  been  very  honourably  treated  by  Henry  the  Second  g.  There  were  in 

a  Chronicon  Regum  Manniae  apud  Camden!  Britan,  p.  480. 

b  It  is  remarkable  that  this  Wood  was  on  the  North  Eaft  Side  of  the  Ifland,  near  Ramfey, 
where  there  are  few  or  no  Trees  at  this  Day. 

c  From  this  time  they  were  confidered  as  a  conquered  People,  and  held  not  their  Lands  by  In¬ 
heritance  (as  in  Times  paft)  but  at  the  Will  of  the  King. 

a  This  Third  Race  introduced  the  prefent  Arms,  alluding  probably  to  their  Dependance  upop 
England,  Scotland,  and  Norway. 

e  Chronicon  Regum  Manniae ;  but  the  Scots  have  a  Tradition,  that  he  was  buried  in  the  famous 
Church  of  Il-Columb-Kill. 

f  Aluredi  Beverlacenfis  Annal.  lib.  ix.  p.  71.  Johannis  de  Fordun  Scoti-chronicon,  lib.  v. 
.cap.  24.  26.  Simeonis  Dunelmenfis  Hihoria  ap.  x.  fcript.  col.  223. 

g  He  was  a  gentle,  wife,  and  peaceable  Prince,  governed  long,  founded  the  famous  Abbey 

Rtiflyn,  and  ri$de  a  Voyage  to  Norway  to  prevent  new  Difputes. 

the 
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the  whole  Nine  Princes  of  this  Race,  who  were  all  of  them  Feudatories  to  the 
Kings  of  England  ;  and,  as  our  Records  (hew,  often  reforted  to  their  Court,  were 
very  kindly  received,  and  had  Penfions  bellowed  upon  them  L  Henry  the 
Third,  in  particular,  charged  Olave,  King  of  Man,  with  the  Defence  of  the 
Coafts  of  England  and  Ireland  i,  and  granted  him  annually  for  that  Service 
Forty  Marks,  One  hundred  Meafures  of  Wheat,  and  Five  Pieces  of  Wine. 
Upon  the  Demife  of  Magnus,  the  laffc  King  of  this  Ifle,  without  Heirs  Male, 
Alexander  the  Third  King  of  Scots,  who  had  conquered  the  other  Ifles, 
feized  like  wife  upon  this  k,  which,  as  Parcel  of  that  Kingdom,  came  into  the 
Hands  of  Edward  the  Firft,  who  directed  William  Huntercumbe,  Guardian 
or  Warden  of  that  Me  for  him,  to  reflore  it  to  John  BalioL,  who  had  done 
Homage  to  him  for  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  L 

But  it  feems  there  was  Rill  remaining  a  Lady,  Auftrica,  who  claimed  this 
Sovereignty,  as  Coufin  and  neareft  of  Kin  to  the  deceafed  Magnus.  This 
Claimant  being  able  to  obtain  nothing  from  John  Baliol,  applied  herfelf  next 
to  King  Edward,  as  the  fuperior  Lord.  He,  upon  this  Application,  by  his 
Writ,  which  is  yet  extant,  commanded  both  Parties,  in  order  to  determine 
their  Right,  to  appear  in  the  King’s  Bench  m.  The  Progrefs  of  this  Suit  does 
not  appear  ;  but  we  know  farther,  that  this  Lady,  by  a  Deed  of  Gift,  con¬ 
veyed  her  Claim  to  Sir  Simon  de  Montacute 11 ;  and,  after  many  Difputes,  In- 
vaiions  by  the  Scots,  and  other  Accidents,  which  it  is  not  my  Bulinefs  to 
mention  °,  the  Title  was  examined  in  Parliament,  in  the  Seventh  of  Edward 
the  Third,  and  folemnly  adjudged  to  William  de  Montacute,  to  whom,  by 
Letters  Patents,  dated  the  fame  Year,  that  Monarch  releafed  all  claim  what- 
foever  p. 

In  the  fucceeding  Reign,  William  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salifhury,  fold  it  to 
Sir  William  Scroop,  afterwards  Earl  of  Wiltshire  q  j  and,  upon  his  loling  his 
Head,  it  was  granted  by  Henry  the  Fourth  to  Henry  Percy,  Earl  of  North¬ 
umberland,  w'ho,  being  attainted,  had,  by  the  Grace  of  that  King,  all  his 

h  Mat.  Paris  Hift.  Angl.  tom.  i.  p.  706.  923.  Rvracri  Foedera,  tom.  1.  p.  137.  140.  224. 
23  4.  303.  Rot.  Pat.  2.  Henr.  iii.  p.  1.  n.  9. 

'  i  Pat.  19.  Henr.  Hi.  m.  5. 

k  Johannis  de  Ford  mi  Scoti-chronicon.  vol.  iii.  p.  4  68.  471.  Heft.  Baeth.  Scot.  Hifl.  lib.  xiii. 
'fol.  287.  I.eiliei  de  rebus  gcftis  Scot.  lib.  vi.  p.  231. 

1  Rymeri  Foedera,  tom.  ii.  p.492.  602.  Rot.  Scot.  21.  Edw.  i.  m.  5. 

>m  Rot.  Scot.  2 1 .  Edw.  i.  m.  4.  This  Writ  is  direfted  to  the  Sheriff  of  Northumberland,  who 
is  commanded  to  deliver  it  to  the  King,  before  Witnefs,  and  to  make  a  proper  Return. 

n  This  Inftrument  bears  Date  on  the  Eve  of  the  Annunciation  of  the  Biefted  Virgin, 
A.  D.  1 305.  xxxiii.  Edw.  i.  and  is  preferved  in  Dodefworth’s  Colieftions,  vol.  xxx.  p.  1 14. 

°  If  I  could  have  fpared  Room,  I  Ihould  have  ufed  my  belt  Endeavours,  to  have  authenticated 
the  reft  of  this  Hiftory  down  to  thefe  Times. 

p  Rymeri  Foedera,  tom.  iii.  p.  558.  Fin.  7.  Edw.  iii.  ra.  ii .  Pat.  7..  Edw.  ill.  p.  2.  in.  22. 

g  Thom®  Otterbourne  Chion.  Regum  Angliae,  p.  182. 
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Lands  reftored,  except  the  Ifle  of  Man  r,  which  the  fame  Monarch  granted  to 
Sir  John  Stanley,  to  be  held  by  him,  of  the  Kings  his  Heirs  and  Succeflors, 
by  Homage,  and  a  Caft  of  Falcons  to  be  prefented  at  every  Coronation  s.  Thus 
it  was  pofTefled  by  this  noble  Family,  who  were  created  Earls  of  Derby,  till 
the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth)  when,  upon  the  Demife  of  Earl  Ferdinand, 
who  left  Three  Daughters,  it  was,  as  Lord  Coke  tells  us  t,  adjudged  to  thofe 
Ladies,  and  from  them,  purchafed  by  William  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Brother  of 
Ferdinand,  from  whom  it  was  claimed  by  Defcent,  and  adjudged  to  its  pre- 
fent  Pofleflor,,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Athol  u. 

This  fuccindlhiftorical  Dedu&ion  is  not  fo  much  intended  to  fhew  through 
what  Hands  this  Country  has  patted  (for  to  do  that  accurately  would  require,, 
and  indeed  deferves,  a  Volume  w),  but  to  prove  authentically,  that  this  Bland,, 
many  Hundred  Years  paft,  was  well  wooded,  exceedingly  plentiful,  very  po¬ 
pulous,  adorned  with  ftately  Cattles  and  other  public  Edifices  * )  and  its 
Princes  powerful,,  and  refpedfed  even  by  their  moll:  potent  Neighbours,  chiefly 
on  Account  of  their  Strength  by  Sea  y.  This  we  conceive  to  be  a  proper  In¬ 
troduction.  to  all  that  follows ;  ttnee  the  fullett  Defcription,  and  the  ftrongeft 
Arguments  that  could  be  drawn  from  thence,  could  never  fo  clearly  convince 
the  Reader  as  the  bare  Recital  of  Matters  of  Fabt,  thus  fupported  by  Hiftory 
and  Records,  or  induce  him  to  believe  that  this  Bland  may  pottibly  be  ren- 

t-  Pat.  i.  Hen.  iv.  p.  5.  m;  36.  Thom.  Walfingham  Hilt.  Ang.  p.  369*.  Selden’s  Titles  of 
Honour,  p.  1.  chap.  iii.  p.  25. 
s  Pat.  7.  Henr.  iv.  p.  2.  m.  18. 

-  Fourth  Inftitute,  cap.  lxix.  p.2.83; 

u  His  Grace  is  Great  Grandfon  to  the  loyal ‘James  Earl  of  Derby  by  his  Third  Daughter). 
Lady  Amelia  Sophia. 

w  The  Defcription,;  natural,  ecclefiaflical,  civil,  and  naval  Hiltory  of  M  A  N,  for  which  even  - 
this  Sketch  will  ftiew  Materials  are  not  wanting,  would  be  a  very  curious,  entertaining;  and  ufe— 
ful  Work,  and  would  be  of  no  fmall  Service  to  the  Inhabitants.  Our  laborious- Antiquary,  Browne. 
Willis,  Hiltory  of  Cathedrals,  vol.  i:  p.  370,  cenfures  Sacheverell,  for  faying,  this  Itland  was- 
mortgaged  to  Anthony  Beak,  Bifhop  of  Durham.  Yet  Bilhop  Godwin,  fee  Dr.  RichardfonV 
fplendid' and  accurate  Edition  of  his  Book,  de  Prasfnlibus,  p.  743,  fays,  this  turbulent  Prelate,, 
having  obtained  from  the  King,  either  by  Prayers  or  Price,  the  Principality  of  Man,  held  it  all; 
his  Life.  But,  to  put  the  Faff  of  his  being  in  Pofteffion  out  of  Doubt,  confult  the  Record, 
Rot.  Clauf.  3 1 .  Edw.  i.  m.  4,  d.  Scire  Facias  to  Anthony,  Bifhop  of  Durham,  to  IhewCaufe, , 
why  he  Ihould  not  render  the  Ille. 

x  Pat.  i.  Hen.  iv.  p.  5.  m.  36.  The  King  grants  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland, . Infulam, 
Galtrum,  Pelam,  et  Dominium  de  Man,  ac  omnia  Infulas  et  Dominia,  eidem  Infulae  de  Man  per- 
tinentia.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  King  founds  his  own  Right  in  this  Patent  on  Conqueft; 
and  alfo  affirms  that  Right,  fo  founded,  to  have  been  owned  and’ confirmed  by  Parliament. 

v  In  order  to  give  fome  difiindf  Idea  of  the  naval  Power  of  thefe  Princes,  let  us  remark,  that,, 
in  the  Eleventh  Century,  Goddard  Crow-nan  made  great  Conquefts  in  Ireland,  was.  too  hard  for 
the  Scots  at  Sea,,  and  forced  them  to  fubmit  to  a  Peace  on  difhonourable  Terms..  In  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Thirteenth  (A.  D.  1205)  Reginald,  King  of  Man,  failed  to  Ireland,  with  John  de 
Courcy,  who  married  his  Sifter,  with  a. Fleet  of  One  hundred  Sail.  A.  D.  1265,  Magnus,  the 
laft  of  the  Third  Race  of  the  Kings  of  Man,  died ;  and  then  the  Iflanders  fubmitted  to  Alex¬ 
ander  iii.  King  of  Scots,  and  undertook,  when  required,  to  affift  him  with  Ten  Veffels,  manned! 
with  Five  hundred  Mariners,  which  were  flout  Ships  for  thofe.  Times , 


dexedi 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  S3* 

<lered  rich,  flourifhing,  and  well  peopled  again,  as  the  having  Ihewn,  beyond 
the  Poffibility  of  Difpute,  that  fo  it  once  was.  For  I  prefume  nothing  can 
be  either  more  evident  or  certain,  than  that  it  would  be  both  ridiculous  and 
abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that,  Eight  hundred  or  a  Thoufand  Years  pad:,  when  Learn¬ 
ing  ran  fo  low,  when  Arts  and  Sciences  were  funk  to  fuch  a  Degree,  and 
when  the  little  Knowlege  there  was  lay  hid  in  Cells  and  Cloifters,  a  King  of 
Man,  in  the  midft  of  Tumults  and  Revolutions,  when  Invafions  were  avowedly 
made  for  the  Sake  of  Plunder,  and  Princes  themfelves  did  not  difdain  the  Oc¬ 
cupation  of  Pirates,  fhould  eredt  Piles,  that  have  not  only  redded  Accidents 
but  Time,  and  remain  in  our  DaysTedimonies  of  his  Wealth' and  Grandeur  ; 
and  that  we,  with  all  the  Superiority  that  enlightened  Experience  has  pro¬ 
duced,  with  Power,  and  Riches,  and  Liberty  on  our  Side,  are  unable  to  ex¬ 
ceed  the  Copy  fet  us  in  fuch  barbarous  Times  or  to  redore  this  Idand,  by 
Attention  and  Encouragement,  to  the  Polfedion  of  thofe  Bounties  which  Pro¬ 
vidence  bedowed,  and  which,  duly  cultivated,  will  be  always  Sources  of  in¬ 
terior  Happinefs  and  outward  Splendor. 

This  Idand,  from  its  Situation  diredtly  in  the  Chops  of  the  Channel,  is 
very  benedcial  to  Great  Britain,  by  leflening  the  Force  of  the  Tides,  which 
would  otherwife  break  upon  their  Coads  with  far  greater  Violence  than  they 
do  at  prefent  a.  In  reference  to  its  own  Advantage,  this  Podtion  is  like  wife 
exceedingly  commodious,  as  from  thence  it  becomes  the  Center  of  the  Britidi 
•  Ides,  lying  Seven  Leagues  North  from  Angleley,  about  the  fame  Didance 
Wed  from  Lancafhire,  nearly  the  like  South  Ead  from  Galloway,  and  Nine 
Leagues  Ead  from  Ireland,  fo  that  we  cannot  conceive  a  Place  more  happily 
featedfor  Trade  to  all  thefe  Parts,  or  better  difpofed  for  more  extendve  Com¬ 
merce,  efpecially  to  Spain  and  the  Mediterranean,  to  the  South ;  and  North¬ 
wards  again  to  all  Parts  of  America  b.  With  Regard  to  Form,  it  is  long  and 
narrow,  dretching  from  the  North-Ead  Point  of  Air  to  the  Calf  of  Man, 
which  lies  South- Wed,  at  lead  Thirty  Englifh  Miles.  In  Breadth,  from 
A  Peele  Cadle  to  Douglas  Point,  better  than  Nine  Miles  in  mod  Places  Eight, 
in  fome  not  above  Five  5  between  Seventy  and  Eighty  in  Extent,  and  compre- 

*  The  ancient  Manor  Houfes  are  fpacious,  flrong,  and  argue  thofe  by  whom  they  were  built 
to  have  fome  Turn  to  Elegance,  and  that,  to  gratify  this,  they  inclined,  and  could  afford  to  be 
at  fome  Expence;  whereas,  till  within  thefe  Twenty  Years,  the  modern  Buildings  were  poor, 
wretched,  ill-contrived  Hovels,  of  which  the  Lancafhire  People  faid  truly,  they  looked  likeCaufe- 
ways  fet  up  an  End. 

a  A  fhort  Treatife  of  the  Ifleof  Man,  by  James  Chaloner,  Efq;  one  of  the  Cornmiffioners  for  Tho¬ 
mas  Lord  Fairfax,,  to  whom  the  Ifland  was  given  by  the  Parliament,  after  they  had  beheaded  James 
the  loyal  Earl  of  Derby,  chap.  i.  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  fong  xxvii.  Account  of  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
by  its  late  excellent  Bifhop  Dr.  Willfon,  inferted  by  Bifhop  Gibfon,  in  the  laft  Edition  of  the 
Englifh  Camden. 

b  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  37.  Sacheverell’s  Survey  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  p.  2.  Addi¬ 
tions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

c  Camden,  by  fome  Miflake,  makes  it  Fifteen  Miles  broad,  and,  being  inadvertently  approved 
by  Bifhop  Willfon,  this  lias  milled  many  other  Writers, 
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hencfing  about  One  hundred  and  Sixty  fquare  Miles  dr  But  to  give  the  Reade? 
a  clearer  Idea,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  it  is  larger  than  the  Dutchy 
of  Mirandola  in  Italy  ;  equal  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  furpafling  in  its  Size,  by  a 
Third,  Guernfey,  Jerley,  and  all  the  adjacent  Ifles  *r  fuperior  to  any  of  the 
Leeward  Iflands  ;  very  little  inferior  to  Guadaloupe,  and  twice  as  big  as  St.. 
Helena  e. 

The  Air  is  fharp,  as  may  be  expected  from  the  Northern  Situation,  much 
more  from  the  Opennefs  of  the  Country;  but  their  Winters  are  not  fevere  ; 
Frofts  happen  feldom,  and  are  of  no  great  Continuance ;  neither  does  Snow 
lie  long  upon  the  Ground.  But  they  are  frequently  expofed  to  high  Winds, 
and,  at  other  Seafons,  to  Mifts,  which,  though  they  may  be  a  little  ofFenlive,, 
are  not  at  all  unwholefome  f.  The  Soil  towards  the  North  is  dry  and  fandy, 
confequently  unfertile,  but  not  unimproveable ;  the  Mountains,  which  may 
include  near  Two  Thirds  of  the  Bland,  are  bleak  and  barren,  yet  not  either 
worthlefs  or  ufelefs;  for  they  afford,  as  we  fhall  hereafter  fee,  excellent 
Peat,  contain  in  their  Bowels  feveral  Kinds  of  Metals,  and  maintain  a  peculiar 
Breed  of  fmall  Swine,  called  Purrs  g,  which  are  edeemed  excellent  Pork* 
In  the  Vallies  there  is  as  good  Padure,  Hay,  and  Corn,  as  in  any  of  the  Northern 
Counties ;  and  as  for  the  Southern  Part  of  the  Me,  it  is  as  fine  Ground  as  can 
be  wifhed  k  Some  of  their  Mountains  are  remarkably  high,  fuch  as  the  Two 
Barrowls,  Skeyall,  the  Watch-hill  of  Knockaiow,  but,  above  all,  Sceafel,  Snea- 
field,  or  Snawfeldt,  from  the  Summit  6f  which,  the  Coads  of  England,, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales,  maybe  plainly  difcerned...  Few  Countries  can. 
boad  of  more  Brooks  and  Rivulets,  over  feveral  of  which  there  are  Stone  Bridges, 
or  of  better  Water;  and  from  hence,  alfo,  they  derive  the  Conveniency  of 
Mills  for  grinding  their  Corn.!,  and  for  the  Ule  of  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fa&ure. 

The  Produce  of  the  Ifland  furnifhes  all  the  Neceflaries,  and,  with  due  Atten¬ 
tion  and  Application,  might  fupply  all  the  Conveniencies  of  Life.  They  have  the 
beft  fort  of  Peat  in  Abundance,  which  fupplies  the  Want  of  Coals  *.  They  have 

d  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifn  Empire,  fol.  91.  Chaloner’s  Treatife  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  chap.  L 
Sacheverell’s  Survey  of  Man,  p.  1 . 

*  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe.  PI.  v.  ix.  xxviii.  xxix. 

t  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  37.  Childrey’s Britannia  Baconica;  p.  17 3.  Additions- 
to  the  EnglWh  Edition  of  Camden’s  Britannia. 

g  By  the  Laws  of  this  Country,  on  the  ConviAion  of  a  Felon,  all  his  Swine  are  forfeited  to  the 
King,  and  all  his  Goats  to  the  Queen,  of  Man. 

h  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh.  Empire,  fol.  91.  Chaloner’s  Treatife  of  the  Ifleof  Man,  chap.  il. 
Sacheverell’s  fhort  Survey  of  Man,  p.  3. 

1  They  have,  upon  even  their  fmalleft  Brooks,  horizontal  Mills  of  a  peculiar  Conflruflion,  fo  as 
to  turn  with  a  very  inconfiderable  Stream  of  Water. 

k  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  fong  xxvii.  Childrey’s  Britannia  Baconica,  p.  173.  Additions  to  the 
Englifh  Britannia.  This  Peat  is  of  a  bituminous  Nature,  makes  a  Jbrong  Fire,  is  very  lading,  and 
(mells  fweet. 
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Marl  and  Limeftone  fufficient  to  render  even  their  pooreft  Lands  fertile  ;  ad¬ 
mirable  Slate,  Rag-ftone,  black  Marble,  and  fome  other  Kinds  for  Building  k 
Lead,  Iron,  and  Copper,  which  might  turn  to  great  Account  m.  Vegetables  ' 
they  have  of  all  Sorts,  and  in  the  utmoft  Perfection.  Potatoes  in  immenfe  Quan¬ 
tities  ;  and,  where  proper  Pains  have  been  taken,  they  have  tolerable  Fruit ;  to 
which  we  may  add  fome  Hemp  and  Flax.  Large  Crops  of  Oats,  and  the 
like  alfo  of  Barley,  which  makes  good  Malt,  and  fome  Wheat  n.  Hogs, 
Sheep,  Goats,  black  Cattle,  and  Horfbs,  they  have  in  Plenty  j  and  though 
fmall  in  Size  °,  yet  with  due  Care,  and,  if  the  Country  were  thoroughly  and 
fkilfully  cultivated,  they  might  improve  the  Breed  of  all  thefe  Animals,  as  Ex¬ 
perience  has  fhewn.  Rabbits  and  Hares,  which  are  Angularly  fat  and  fine  j 
tame  and  wild  Fowl  in  Plenty  p;  and  in  their  high  Mountains  they  have  One 
of  Eagles,  and  Two  Airies  of  excellent  Hawks  d.  Their  Rivulets  furnifii 
them  with  Salmon,  Trout,  Eels,  and  other  Kind  of  frefh  Water  Filh ;  on 
their  Coafts  are  caught  Cod,  Turbut,  Ling,  Halibut,  all  Sorts  of  Shell-Fifh,, 
Oyfters  excepted,  which  are  fcarce,  but  large  and  good,  and  Herrings,  of  which 
they  made  anciently  a  great  Profit,  though  this  Fifhery  h  of  late  much 
declined  r. 

The  Commodities  of  Man  are  not  many  in  Number,  and  few,  or  none,  of  any 
great  Value.  Their  Slates  are  efteemed  not  inferior  to  any ;  their  black  Marble 
is  very  hard,  and  bears  a  fine  Polifh;  and,  occafionally,  they  export  fome  of 
each,  as  they  formerly  did  a  little  Grain,  and  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Ale  5 
but  of  late  Years  both  have  been  found  hardly  equal  to  their  Home  Confump- 
tion  s.  The  reft  are  Lambs  Wool,  Hides,  Tallow,  Fifh  Oil,  Wax,  and  Ho¬ 
ney.  They  are  allowed,  by  A€t  of  Parliament,  to  fend  over  Six  hundred  Head 

*  Amongft  others,  a  red  Freeftone  near  Balladouly  at  the  Sea  Side,  which  is  hard  towork, 
but' which  feems  fcarce  liable  to  any  Decay. 

m  Chaloner’s  Treatife  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  chap.  1.  Woodward’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Foffils, 
p.  85,  106.  Dr.  Willfon’s  Defcription  of  Man. 

n  Bifhop  Merick,  who  died  A.  D.  1 599,  wrote  to  Mr.  Camden,  that,  for  Corn,  Cattle,  and 
Filh,  they  had  not  only  fufficient  for  their  own  Confumption,  but  alfo  exported  great  Quantities* 
though  the  Country  was  then  on  the  Decline. 

*  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  38,  where  we  are  told  their  Sheep  were  of  a  huge  Size, 
with  prodigious  large  Tails;  and  that  their  Hogs  were  monftrous ;  but  thefe  Animals,  and  no 
doubt  the  Cattle  and  Horfes,  through  the  Poverty  of  the  Inhabitants,  have  been  dwindling  for  the 
Space  of  Two  hundred  Years. 

P  The  Two  laft  Earls  of  Derby  introduced  Deer  and  Partridges  ;  and  in  the  Calf  of  Man,  a  little 
Ifland,  Three  Miles  in  Extent,  they  have  prodigious  Quantities  of  Puffins,  which,  when  pickled, 
are  efteemed  great  Rarities. 

q  Sacheverell’s  fhort  Survey  of  Man,  p.  5.  Bifhop  Willfon’s  Defcription  of  Man. 

1  As  all  Fifheries  are  precarious,  fo  poffibly  this,  having  now  failed  for  many  Years,  may  again 
become(which  is  no  unufual  Thing)  as  profperous  as  ever. 

*  They  make  their  Bread  chiefly  of  Oats  ;  they  have  but  little  Wheat ;  and  the  great  Refort 
of  Strangers,  fince  Smuggling  was  introduced,  prevents  their  having  more  than  a  running  Stock, 
of  Ale. 
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of  Black  Cattle  to  the  Port  of  Chefter  t.  In  refpedt  to  Manufactures,  they 
have  both  Woollen  and  Linen,  which,  however,  turn  but  to  very  fmall  Ac¬ 
count.  With  regard  to  the  former,  they  make  a  Kind  of  Cloth  of  a  Buff  Co¬ 
lour,  without  Dying,  of  what  is  called  Laughton  Wool,  from  a  particular 
Breed  of  Sheep,  of  which  they  take  little  Care,  otherwife  they  might  have 
much  more  of  it  u.  In  reference  to  the  latter,  both  fine  and  coarfe  Linens 
are  wove  here,  but  in  no  great  Quantities  w.  In  former  Times  they  depended 
chiefly  upon  their  Herring  Fifhery,  and  are  faid  to  have  exported  annually 
Twenty  thoufand  Barrels  of  thefe  Fifli  to  France 

* 

The  Town  of  Douglas,  anciently  and  better  written  Dufglas  r,  on  the  Eaft 
Side  of  the  Ifle,  is  the  largeft,  richeft,  and  moft  frequented,  Place  in  Man. 
It  has  a  good  Port  fecured  by  a  Mole,  where  Ships  of  conflderable  Burthen 
may  lie  fafe  ;  and,  of  late  Years,  there  have  been  great  Improvements  made, 
and  many  Cellars,  Warehoufes,  and  ether  Conveniences,  for  the  Reception  of 
Goods ;  but  the  Streets  are  ftill  narrow,  and  in  that  refpedt  troublelome  z. 
Ramfway,  now  called  Derby  Haven,  covered  by  a  Fort  built  in  St.  Michael’s 
Ifland,  is  convenient  enough  for  fmall  Veflels,  and  without  there  is  a  good 
Road,  where  larger  Ships  may  ride  fafe  from  North  or  Weft  Winds,  in  Ten, 
Twelve,  or  Fourteen  Fathom  Water a.  About  a  Mile  from  hence  ftands 
Caftletown,  fo  called  from  Caftle  Ruflyn,  which  is  accounted  the  Capital  of 
the  Ifle,  becaufe  the  Governor  and  moil;  of  the  Lords  Officers  reflde  there  b. 
It  hasalfoa  Creek,  which  ferves  as  a  Port  for  fmall  Veflels,  and  a  Bay  with¬ 
out  that,  but  foul  and  unlafec.  Peele,  or  Holm,  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the 
Ifland,  was  formerly  remarkable  only  for  its  Cathedral,  and  Caftle  on  a  Rock, 
which  is  very  ftrong,  and  in  which  there  is  a  fmall  Garrifon  j  but  now  the 

*  Stat.  i  5  Car.  ii.  cap.  7.  §  21.  1 8.  cap.  ii.  §  1,  3.  20.  cap.  7.  §  9.  32.  cap.  2.  f  8.  5  &  6  W.  et 
M.  cap.  2.  §  4.  5.  Ann.  cap.  8.  art.  6. 

u  The  Natives  pretend  there  is  great  Incertainty  in  regard  to  thefe  Sheep  ;  but  fome  curious  in 
this  .refpett  have  found  it  wouldbe  very  practicable.  to  have  entire  Flocks  of  this  Breed,  and,  with 
fome  Induftry  and  Care,  the  Working  of  this  fingular  Wool  in  Stockings,  Breeches,  Caps,  &c. 
as  well  as  Cloth,  might  be  made  a  very  profitable  Manufacture. 

w  A  Gentleman  who  refided  long  in  this  Ifland  was  of  Opinion,  that  as  fine  Thread  and  as  good 
Lace,  might  be  made  here  as  in  any  Part  of  Europe. 

*  Bifhop  Wilifon's  Defcription  of  Man. 

y  The  Etymology  of  this  Name  is  evident  enough;  for  the  River  upon  which  the  Town  flands, 
and  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Port,  is  compofed  of  Two  fmaller  Streams,  One  remarkably 
Dark,  and  the  other  White,  which  is  exprefled  in  the  Two  Monofyllables  Duf  and  Glas,  and 
thefe  combined  fhew  the  River,  which  has  the  fame  Appellation  as  the  Town. 

z  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  38.  Speed’s  Theatre  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  fol.  91. 
Bifhop  Wilifon’s  Defcription  of  Man. 

a  SacheverelPs  fhort  Survey  of  Man,  p.  9.  Additions  to  the  Englifh  Tranflation  of  the  Britannia. 
Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  18. 

b  Chaloner’s  Treatife  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  chap.vi.  Atlas  Mari timus  et  Commercialis,  p.  18. 
Bifhop  Wilifon’s  Defcription  of  Man. 

c  Cutler’s  Coafling  Pilot,  p.  18.  but  afTuredly  this  might  with  fome  Expence  be  rendered  both 
deeper  and  fafer. 


Place 
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Place  is  much  enlarged,  many  newHoufes  built,  and  has  a  brifk  ftirring  Trade  d. 
Ramfea,  on  the  North  Eaft  Side  of  the  Illand,  on  a  very  fpacious  Bay,  where 
the  largeft  Ships  may  ride  fafe  from  mod  Winds,  and  not  liable  to  be  em¬ 
bayed  by  any  e.  It  is  generally  a  high  Land  upon  the  Sea  Coafts,  defended 
by  Rocks  lying  out  as  far  as  Low  Water  Mark.  On  the  North  Eaft  Shore  it 
is  a  bold  Coaft  and  Beech. 

The  Title  of  King  of  Man  was  firft  waved  by  Thomas  Earl  of  Derby,  in 
the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth  j  and  his  Succeffors,  following  his  Example, 
have  ftiled  themfelves,  ever  fince,  Lords  of  Man  and  the  Ifles  f  ;  but  without 
any  Diminution  of  Authority  ;  and  in  the  Aft  of  Parliament,  by  which  the 
Poffeflion  and  Succeffion  in  that  Family  was  fettled,  the  Jura  Regalia  were- 
exprefsly  mentioned  and  confirmed  g.  The  Lord  is  reprefented  by  his  Governor, 
who  refides  at  Caftletown,  where  he  has  a  handfome  Houfer  and  a  competent 
Salary  b.  He  prefides  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  is  held  every  Month  i 
Appeals  are  made  to  him  from  the  Courts  of  Common  Law,  from  him  to  the- 
Lord,  and  from  the  Lord  to  his  Majefty  in  Council.  The  Governor  is  fworn 
to  execute  his  Office  as  uprightly  as  he  bears  the  White  Staff,  which  is  the 
Mark  of  his  Dignity,  in  his  Hand  k.  The  Judges  in  civil  and  criminal  Affairs,, 
are  T wo  Perfons  called  Deemfters,  chofen  for  their  great  Sagacity  and  perfeft- 
Knowlege  of  the  ancient  Cuftoms  of  the  Country..  In  former  Times  they  had 
no  written  Laws,  but  all  depended  upon  Tradition,  according  to  the  fettled. 
Maxim  of  the  Druids,  and  therefore  they  were  ftiled  Breast  Laws,  and  their 
Judges  received  their  Title  from  the  Manner  in  which  they  executed  their 

d  It  is  called  Holm  by  the  Danes  and  Norwegians ;  the  Cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  German^their 
jfirR  Bifhop,  and  a  Church  dedicated  to  St.  Patrick,  by  whom  the  Inhabitants  were,  converted  to> 
ChriRianity,  are  both  in  a  ruinous  Condition,  yet  not  without  Tome  Remains  of  ancient  Grandeur, . 
which  do  Honour  to  the  Piety,  and  fhew  the  TaRe  of  the  Ages  in  which  they  were  built. 

e  Between  this  Place  andBalalough  there  was  a  Bog,  or,  as  the  Natives  Rile  it,  Currah,  Six 
Miles  long,  and  Three  broad,  in  which  were  found  great  Quantities  of  Fir  Trees,  fome  Ten, 
fome  Twelve,  fome  Twenty  Feet  below-  the  Surface,  and  was  looked  upon  as  the  moR  worthlefs 
Ground  in  the  Ifle.  But,  within  thefe  Fifty  Years,  this  Marfh  has  been  drained,  and  a  great  Part 
of  it  is  now  the  moR  profitable  Land  in  Man.. 

f  This  noble  Perfon  was  Lord  Stanley,,  at  the  Time  he  declined  the  Title  of  King,  and  was 
raifed  to'  the  Earldom  of  Derby  by  his  Son-in-law  Henry  VII.  upon  whofe  Head  this  Thomas 
Lord  Stanley  fet  the  Crown  in  Bofworth  Field. 

g  The  Chief  of  thefe  Prerogatives  are,  i.  The  giving  their  Aflent  to  new  Laws.  2  The  nam- 
ing  theBifliop,-  who  is,  however,  approved  by  the  King.  3,  Appointing  all  Officers,  civil  and 
military,  and  changing  or  difcharging  them  at  Pleafure.  4.  Pardoning  Offences,  or  mitigating 
the  Punifhment,.  5.  Enjoying  all  Forfeitures  that  enfue  on  Treafon,  Felony,  Felo  de  fe,  &c. 

h  Thefe  Officers  were  formerly  Riled  Captains,  and  their  Deputies  had  the  Title  of  Lieutenants, 
but  of  late.  Years  they  have  been  commonly  called'Governors. 

i  He  is  not  obliged  to  call  any,  but,  if  he  pieafes,  he  may  take  the-DeenaRers  or  the  Keys  to 
his  AfTiRance,  in  cafe  of  any  great  Difficulty. 

k  Agreeable  to  the  fymbolical  Philofophy  of  the  Druids,  that-this  Mark  the  MngiRrate’s  Dig¬ 
nity  may  be.a.confiant  Memorial  to  him  of  his  Duty. 
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Office  ;  fince  whatever  they  deemed  to  be  Law,  was  Law  h  The  Oath 
they  take  is  to  do  Juflice  between  Party  and  Party,  equally  as  the  Herring- 
Bone  lies  between  the  two  Sides  m.  In  Cafes  of  greater  Difficulty,  they  called 
to  their  Affiftance  Twenty-four  ancient  and  grave  Men,  who  declared  their 
Sentiments  as  to  the  known  Cuftoms,  or,  which  is  the  fame  Thing,  the  Laws 
of  the  Me  n.  From  their  unlocking  thefe  Difficulties,  and  upon  the  old  Sup- 
pofition  of  retaining  in  their  Breads  the  Jurifprudence  of  this  Country,  they 
are  Filed  the  Keys  When  One  of  thefe  dies,  refigns  on  account  of  Age  or 
Infirmities,  or  is  removed  for  any  Mifdemeanor,  the  reft  prefent  Two  Perfons 
to  the  Governor,  out  of  which  he  chufes  One,  who  is  immediately  fworn  into 
the  Office  p.  Thofe  who  compofe  their  Judicature,  compofe  likewife  their 
Legiflature,  or  their  great  Court  of  Tingwald,  in  which  are  prefent  the 
Governor,  his  Council,  the  Two  Deemfters,  and  the  Twenty -four  Keys  q. 
This  Affiembly  or  Parliament  is  held  in  the  Middle  of  the  Ifle,  upon  a  Hill,  in 
the  open  Air  and  here  all  Laws,  having  received  the  Concurrence  of  that 
Alfcmbly,  and  being  affented  to  by  the  Lord,  are  publifhed,  and  from  thence 
derive  their  Force  l 

As  the  Civil,  fo  the  Ecclefiadical  Government,  is  very  regular  and  dridt. 
The  Biffiop  is  appointed  by  the  Lord,  and  approved  by  the  King ;  and,  though 
no  Peer,  acknowleges  by  Statute  the  Archbiffiop  of  York  for  his  Primate,  and, 
with  the  Clergy  of  his  Diocefe,  is  fummoned  to  the  Convocation  of  that  Province s. 
He  has  a  competent  Revenue,  and  a  good  Houfe,  with  a  convenient  Chapel  in 
the  Parifh  of  Kirk  Michael,  with  large  Gardens  and  pleafant  Walks,  diaded 

1  Thefe  unwritten  Laws  fubfifled  till  the  Grant  to  Sir  John  Stanley,  who  came  over  to  the 
Ifle  in  Perfon,  fettled  the  Conflitution,  and  introduced  Records. 

m  This  is  another  fymbolical  Inflitution,  by  which  the  Judge  is  continually  put  in  Mind  of  his 
Duty'  by  his  daily  Diet. 

n  Thefe,  as  Mr.  Sacheverell  informs  us,  are  called  in  the  Manks  Language  Taxiaxi ;  but  what 
this  fignifies  he  does  not  intimate;  but  it  feems  in  Sound  to  refemble  Teagalag,  which,  in  old 
Irifh,  implies  Druidifm  ;  and  from  thence  one  may  conclude,  it  means  Elders  or  Senators.  As 
every  Man  who  is  qualified  for  this  Office,  may  attain  it,  this  was  an  admirable  Method  to 
■recommend  the  Study  of  the  Laws  and  Conflitution  to  every  intelligent  Member  of  Society. 

°  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.  839.  Chaloner’s  Treatife  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  chap.  iv.  Coke’s  Fourth 
Inflitute,  chap.  lxix.  Sacheverell’s  fhort  Survey  of  Man,  p.  88 — 95.  Biihop  Willfon’s  De¬ 
scription  of  Man. 

P  It  is,  however,  provided  by  a  fundamental  Law,  that  no  Servant  of  the  Lord,  in  any  Capacity, 
fha’l  be  chofen  into  or  hold  this  Office. 

-1  This  Word  Tingwald,  feems  equivalent  to  the  Saxon  Hulling,  and  is  held  twice  a  Year,  about 
•May  and  Michaelmas,  when  it  anfwers  Three  Purpofes.  1.  A  Court  Leet  or  Baron,  fettling  all 
blatters  between  the  Lord  and  his  Tenants.  2.  A  General  Affize,  wherein  all  Suits  refpefting 
•Property  are  adjudged.  3  A  Court  of  General  Gaol  Delivery,  in  which  all  criminal  Profecutions 
are  determined. 

r  Thus  every  Affair  refpefting  the  Publick  is  openly  tranfafled  in  the  View  of  the  People,  yet 
with  profound  Silence,  and  all  poffible  Decorum. 

s  Camdeni  Britannia,  p.839.  Coke’s  Fourth  Inflitute,  chap,  lxix-  Sacheverell’s  faort  Survey 
of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  p  104 — 121.  Willis’s  Hiflory  of  Cathedrals,  vol.  i.  p.  369 — 3S0.  Biffiop 
Wiljfon’s  Defcription  of  Man. 
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With  Fruit  and  Foreft  Trees,  which  ffiews  what  may  be  done  on  this  Soil, 
and  under  this  Climate  L  He  can  from  hence  vilit  any  Part  of  his  Diocefe, 
and  return  Home  the  fame  Day.  There  is  likewife  an  Archdeacon,  and 
feventeen  Parifhes ;  of  thefe  there  are  two  Parfonages,  which  are  worth, 
about  Sixty  Pounds  a  Year  each  ;  the  reft  are  Vicarages,  of  about  Twenty 
or  Twenty-five  Pounds Befides  thefe,  theBifhop  has  two  Vicars  General, 
and  the  Archdeacon  his  Official w.  They  have  likewife  fome  public  Schools, 
in  which  Perfons  are  bred  up  in  fuch  Learning  as  fits  them  for  the  Mi- 
niftry  *.  But  the  Defign  which  one  of  the  Earls  of  Derby  formed,  of  efta- 
blifhing  an  Univerfity  here,,  never  took  Place  y. 

In  Conformity  to  this  regular  and  rational  Conflitution,  the  Ifland  is 
divided  into  feventeen  Parifhes,  every  one  of  thefe  having  its  Church  and 
Minifter.  In  refpeft  to  Civil  Affairs,  it  is  again  feparated  into  fix  Sheadings, 
each  of  which  has  its  Coroner,  or,  as  they  ffile  him,  Anno  z,  an  Officer 
equivalent  to  our  Sheriff  j  and  thefe  attend  the  Tingwald,  not  in  a  Leffiflative, 
but  in  a  Minifterial  Capacity  a.  The  Lord  has  alfo  in  every  Parifli  his  Moor, 
Moar,  or  Bailiff,  chofen  annually,  and  who  is  anfwerable  for  the  Lord’s 
Rents ;  and  alfo  a  Captain  who  commands  the  Militia,  which  confifls  of  about 
Seventeen  hundred  or  Two  thoufand  Men,  befides  the  Soldiers  in  the  feveral 
Garrifons  and  Blockhoufes,  who  are  in  the  Lord’s  Pay,  and  commanded  by 
Officers  of  his  appointing  K 

The  Inhabitants  of  Man,  though  far  from  being  unmixed,  were,  perhaps, 
till  within  the  Courfe  of  the  current  Century,  more  lo  than  any  other,  under 
the  Dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  j  to  which,  though  they  are 

c  So  fays  the  late  worthy  and  pious  Prelate  Dr.  Thomas  Willfon,  from  his  own  Knowlege  and 
Experience,  which  is  fully  fufficient  to  fettle  the  Certainty  of  the  FaCt. 

u  Upon  thefe  fmall  Incomes,  the  Clergy  in  this  Ifland,  by  great  Paiiimony,  breed  up  their  Fa¬ 
milies,  and  from  a  confciencious  Difcharge  of  their  Duty,  are  unlverfally  refpeCted. 

w  Eccleflaftical  Difcipline  is  very  ftriCt  in  this  Ifland  ;  the  Bifhop  has  his  Prifon,  his  Courts, 
and  a  regular  JurifdiCtion,  to  which  the  People  fubmit  without  Reluctance. 

x  Thefe  Schools  were  chiefly  owing  to  the  Prudence,  as  the  Proviflonfor  the  poorer  Clergy  is 
to  the  Charity,  of  Dr.  Ifaac  Barrow,  Bifhop  and  Governor  of  Man,  from  Anno  Dom.  1 663,  to 
Anno  Dom.  1669. 

y  James,  Earl  of  Derby,  mentions  this -as  a  Defign  of  his  own,  in  his  Difcourfe  to  his  Son,  and 
Bad  it  been  executed,  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  very  advantageous  to  the  Ifland. 

z  Thefe  Sheadings  are  equivalent  to  Hundreds,  and  it  is  by  appropriating  proper  Oflicers  to 
thefe  Divifions,  that  Juflice  pervades  every  Corner  of  this  Country. 

a  At  the  Court  of  Tingwald,  the  Coroner  of  Glenfala,  who  has  Precedency  before  the  reft, 
has  Orders  to  fence  the  Court,  that  is,  to  prevent  any  No:fe,  Clamour,  or  Difturbance,  which,  in 
Conjunction  with  his  Brethren,  he  executes  with  the  utmoft  Punctuality,  as  indeed  every  Thing 
elfe  is,  that  refpeCts  Law  or  Government  in  this  Ifland. 

b  Chaloner’s  Treatife  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  chap.  vi.  Sacheverell’s  flier t  Survey  of  Man,  p.  82, 
<£3.  Bifhop  Willfon’s  Description  of  Man. 

VOL.  I, 
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Subjects,  and  are  very  proud  of  being  Subjedls,  as  well  as  the  People  of 
Jerley  and  Guernfey,  yet  like  them  they  have  a  Conftitution,  Laws,  and 
Language  of  their  own,  and  a  Peculiarity  of  Manners,  naturally  refulting 
from  the  long  Enjoyment  of  thefe  <\  In  ancient  Times,  they  were  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  Stature,  Courage,  and  great  Skill  in  Maritime  Affairs ;  for  in 
thofe  Days  they  had  a  confiderable  foreign  Commerce,  and  a  Fleet  which 
would  have  appeared  infignificant  indeed  in  our  Times,  but  was  very  refpedt- 
able  then,  in  comparifon  of  the  Naval  Force  of  neighbouring  Nations.  They 
are  at  this  Day  a  brifk,  lively,  hardy,  induftrious,  and  well-meaning 
People^.  Their  Frugality  defends  them  from  Want;  and  though  there  are 
few  that  abound,  there  are  as  few  in  Diftrefs,  and  thofe  that  are,  meet  with 
a  chearful  unconftrained  Relief.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  choleric,  lo¬ 
quacious,  and  as  Law  is  cheap  and  unincumbered,  at  leafl  till  of  late 
Years,  with  Attorneys  and  Sollicitors,  not  a  little  litigious  e.  A  tolerable 
Education,  a  ftridt  Civil  Government,  a  more  ftridt  Church  Difcipline,  ripens 
good  Habits  into  Virtues,  and  reftrains  their  Vices  within  due  Bounds.  As 
to  the  Revenue  arifing  to  the  Lord  of  Man,  it  was  looked  upon  as  certain, 
in  the  late  Earl  of  Derby’s  Time,  that  his  fettled  Handing  Rents,  his  Cafu- 
alties,  and  his  Cuftoms  upon  the  Goods  requisite  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Natives, 
might  amount  to  Two  thoufand  Five  hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  from  whence 
deducting  his  Civil  Lift,  which  rofe  to  about  Seven  hundred,  there  remained 
One  thoufand  Eight  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  clear  L  At  the  fame  time 
the  Number  of  his  Subjedts  was  computed  at  Twenty  thoufand  g. 

• 

There  is  no  Doubt,  that  in  ancient  Times  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland 
muft  have  polfeffed  a  very  extenfive  Commerce,  otherwife  they  could  not 
have  had  either  Arts,  Wealth,  or  a  potent  Fleet;  and  there  is  as  little 
Room  to  doubt,  that  as  thefe  Advantages  were  acquired  by,  fo  they  gra¬ 
dually  decayed  with  the  Lofs  of  their  Commerce,  which  brought  the  People 
into  a  State  of  abject  Poverty  K  James,  Earl  of  Derby,  being  himfelf  in  the 

c  The  Manks  Tongue  is  fpoken,  and  is  the  only  Tongue  fpoken  by  the  common  People,  who- 
are  Natives.  It  is  the  old  Britifh,  mingled  with  Norfe,  or  the  Norwegian  Language,  and  the 
modern  Irifh.  The  Clergy  preach  and  read  the  Common  Prayer  in  it ;  however,  a  fhort  Cate- 
chifm,  carefully  taught  in  the  Schools,  is  the  only  printed  Book  they  have. 

a  See  the  E.  of  Derby’s,  Chaloner’s,  Sacheverel’s,  and  Bp.  Wilfon’s  Chara&er  of  the  Mankfmen. 

e  Earl  of  Derby’s  Account  of  the  Ifle  of  Man.  Additions  to  the  Englilh  Trandation  of 
Camden’s  Britannia. 

{  So  dated  in  many  Petitions  and  Reprefen tations  to  the  Treafury,  the  Truth  of  which  has, 
fo  far  as  I  know,  never  been  contradiffed  or  controverted. 

g  According  to  an  accurate  Account,  taken  Thirty  Years  ago,  they  were  Fifteen  thoufand,  and 
their  Numbers  are  much  augmented  lince* 

h  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  37.  One  may  collect  from  him,  that  thofe  who  had  ac¬ 
quired  Wealth  by  Commerce,  quitting  Merchandize  to  engrofs  and  monopolize  Land,  expelled 
many,  and  impoveriihed  the  Remainder  of  the  Inhabitants. 

4  Ifland, 
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Ifland,  confidering  its  Situation,  and  contemplating  its  other  natural  Advan¬ 
tages,  was  fo  fenflble  of  this,  and  fo  much  affeCted  by  it,  that  he  allured 
his  Son,  he  would  rather  mortgage  or  fell  fome  of  his  Lands  in  England, 
than  not  execute  the  Schemes  he  had  formed,  for  introducing  Trade  again 
into  Man  h  He  wifely  forefaw,  that  this  would  be  equally  beneficial  to  his 
Subjects  and  his  Family ;  that  it  would  excite  the  People  to  improve  their 
Lands,  encourage  the  fetting  up  of  Manufactures,  and  quicken  every  Species 
of  Induftry  amongfl:  them.  But  the  Diforders  of  the  Times,  for  this  was  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  defeated  his  good  Intentions;  neither  does 
it  appear  that  they  were  refumed,  or  at  leaf!  refumed  to  any  Purpofe,  by  his 
Succefiors. 

It  is  not  above  Half  a  Century  ago,  that  the  fatal  Practice  of  Smuggling 
was  brought  in,  which  has  been  making  a  very  rapid  Progrefs  ever  fince, 
and  as  every  where  elfe,  fo  in  this  Ifland,  has  been  attended  with  a  numerous 
Train  of  the  moft  mifchievous  Confequences  L  It  was  firfl:  introduced  by 
foreign  Vefiels  landing  their  Cargoes  here,  in  order  to  elude  the  wife  Laws 
made  for  the  Benefit  of  Britifh  Commerce,  and  by  this  means  immenfe 
Sums  have  been  drained  from  thefe  Kingdoms.  The  Goods  thus  landed,  are, 
from  the  convenient  Pofition  of  the  Ifle,  exported  again  in  prodigious  Quan¬ 
tities,  in  Barks  and  Boats,  into  Wales,  England,  and  Scotland,  to  the  almofb 
incomputable  Detriment  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  extreme 
Prejudice  alfo  of  the  fair  Trader  b  Thefe  Practices  have  been  ftill  more 
noxious  to  Ireland  than  to  Britain ;  and  by  opening  a  free  Paflage  to  all  kind 
of  Eaft  India  Goods,  brought  by  foreign  Companies,  into  both  Iflands,  has 
been  exceedingly  injurious  to  our  own  Company,  eiiablifhed  to  trade  exclu- 
fively  in  thofe  Parts m. 

But  independent  of  all  thefe  Injuries  to  their  fellow  Subjects,  it  feems  alfo 
to  be  in  a  fair  Way  of  becoming  deftruCtive  to  this  Ifland,  by  corrupting  the 
Manners  of  the  Inhabitants,  divefling  them  of  all  Thoughts  of  honcft 
Improvement,  and  not  only  depriving  them  of  the  Protection,  but  expofing 

I  Lord  Fairfax’s  Commiflioners,  a  very  few  Years  after  this,  found  the  Ifland  and  the  People 
in  a  miferable  Condition,  fo  that  Mr.  Chaloner  at  the  Clofe  of  his  Book,  having  given  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  their  Forts  and  Garrifons,  ends  with  faying,  “  the  Poverty  of  this  Ifland  is  its  greatefl 
Security.”  Thus  this  Hiflory  fliews  us  plainly,  what  an  Ifland  may  be  with,  and  what  it  mu  A 
be  without,  Trade. 

k  The  Reafon  of  my  afligning  this  Date  to  Smuggling  is,  that  nothing  relating  to  it  is 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Sacheverell’s  fliort  Survey,  publifhed  at  the  Beginning  of  the  current  Century. 

1  Wherries  and  fmall  Boats  are  the  Veflels  ufed  for  this  pernicious  Traffick,  and  confequently 
the  Iflanders  never  can  derive  from  this  any  Navigation. 

hi  It  would  be  very  eafy  to  fhew,  that  this  is  really  more  injurious  to  the  Nation,  than  to  the 
Company,  as  Goods  are  bought  here  from  Foreigners  for  ready  Money,  which  otherwife  would 
have  been  bought  by  Foreigners  at  our  Company’s  Sales  for  ready  Money' 
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them  to  the  juft  Refentment  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature  n.  It  is  very  poflibley 
that  the  Computations  made  of  the  Lofles  fuflained  by  thefe  Practices,  may 
be  much  exaggerated,  fince  thefe  have  been  fwelled  to  upwards  of  Half  a 
Million  per  Annum  °.  However,  the  Thing. is  plain,  and  fpeaks  itfelf,that  they 
cannot  but  amount  to  a  very  large  Sum,  that  they  are  continually  increafing, 
and  that  the  Effects  neceflarily  flowing  from  them  are  fo  feverely  felt,  that 
it  cannot  be  long  before  fome  effectual  Remedy  mufl  be  devifed  and  applied, 
thofe  that  have  been  hitherto  tried  having  not  either  cured  the  Mifchief,  or 
i'o  much  as  given  a  Check  to  its  Progrefs  p.  We  fhall,.  however,  fee,,  from 
enumerating  the  Britifh  Laws  refpeding  Man,  that  Attempts  for  this  Pur- 
pole  have  not  been  wanting.  The  Statute  relative  to  this  Ifland,  in  the 
Reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  as  it  refpefts  only  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs,  need  not 
be  cited  q.  The  Law  in  the  Reign  of  James  the  Fir  ft,  which  has-  been  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  is  a  private  A<ft,  though  recorded  in  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery  a  Corn  of  any  kind  may  be  at  any  time  exported  from  this  Ifland 
into  Great  Britain,  in  any  Quantity ;  but  they  are  reftrained  from  fending  more 
than  Six  hundred  Black  Cattle  annually,  and  thefe  are  to  be  landed  within 
the  Limits  of  the  Port  of  Chefler s.  Salt  brought  from  thence  into  any  Port 
of  Great  Britain,  and  put  on  Shore  there,  is  forfeited,  together  with  the 
Ship  and  all  her  Tackle  r.  Perfons  afiifting  in  fuch  landing  incur  a  Penalty 
of  Twenty  Pounds,  or  Six  Months  Imprifonment ;  and,  if  feized,  and  un¬ 
claimed  in  Twenty  Days,  the  Salt  and  Ship  to  be  fold  to  the  belt  Advantage.. 
But  by  the  fame  Aft,  a  Drawback  is  allowed  on  all  Salts  exported  thither. 
Coals  from  Britain  to  the  Ifle  of  Man  are  charged  with  a  Duty  of  One 
Shilling  a  Chaldron,  or  Eight-pence  a  Ton  y  but  Security  is  to  be  taken  for¬ 
th  e  Coals  being  landed  in  that  Ifland ;  and  if  the  Ship  fails  before  fuch  Security 
is  given,  both  Veflfel  and  Cargo  are  forfeited  u.  In  the  Beginning  of  the. 
Reign  of  George  I.  a  Law  was  pafled  to  prevent  Eaft  India  Goods  being  carried 
thither  in  any  other  than  a  legal  Manner,  that  is,  from  Great  Britain,  upon 
Pain  of  forfeiting  the  Ship  and  Cargo  w.  This  appears,  however,  not  to  have 

n  It  is  a  farther  Proof  that  this  iniquitous  Traffic  came  in  about  the  Time  I  mentioned,  that- 

no  A  ft  s  were  made  to  reftrain  the  Commerce  of  thefe  People,  till  in  his  .late  Majefly’s  Reign. 

°  In  a  Memorial  laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  many  Years  ago,  by  the  fair  Traders  iii 
Cumberland,  it  was  fated  at  Four  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum ;  but  modern  Accounts 
(how  truely  I  know  not)  carry  it  even  higher  than  is  mentioned  in  the  Text. 

P  It  is  in  order  to  fhew,  that  many  coincident  Points  are  to  be  confidejed  in  fettling  this  Re¬ 
medy,  that  we  have  treated  this  Subject  fo  largely. 

‘I  Stat.  33  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  xxxi.  The  Title  may  be  found  in  Keble,  p.  554.. 

f  This  private  Aft  had  the  Royal  Affent,  July  7.  7  Jac.  I. 

s  Stat.  15  Car.  II.  cap.  vii.  §.21.  18  cap.  ii.  §.1,3.  20  cap.  vii.  §.  9.  32  cap.  ii.  §.  8. 

5  ft  6  W.  &  M.  cap.  ii.  §.  4.  5  Ann.  cap.  viii.  art.  6. 

t  Stat.  2,  3  Ann.  xiv.  §.  1.  5  cap.  viii.  art.  8.  2,  3  Ann.  cap.  xiv.  §.  9. 

U  Stat.  9  Ann.  cap.  vi.  §.  6.  This  is  a  very  great  Indulgence,  fince  Coals  exported  to  foreign 
Ports  pay  Eight  Shillings  for  every  Chaldron. 

w  Stat.  7.  Geo.  I.  cap.  xxi.  §.  9. 
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liad  the  Effedt  that  was  expe&ed  from  it,  and  therefore  a  fubfequent  and  a 
much  feverer  Law  was  made,  by  which  no  Goods,  that  are  not  of  the 
Growth,  Produdt,  or  Manufacture  of  the  Illand,  may  be  imported  into-’ 
Great  Britain  x.  Veffels  found  or  difcovered  to  have  been  with  fuch  Goods, 
within  the  Limits  of  any  Port  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  whether  Bulk 
broken  or  not,  are  forfeited,  with  the  Tackle  and  the  Goods,  or  their  Value,- 
Perfons  concerned  are  liable  to  a  Fine  of  One  hundred  Pounds,  or  Six 
Months  Imprifonment,.  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Court  y.  Goods  entered- 
outwards,  for  any  other  Parts,  and  landed  in  the  We  of  Man,  the  Exporter 
forfeits  the  Drawback,  and  thrice  the  Value  of  the  Goods.  Mailers  of  fuch 
Velfels  are  alfo  fubjedt  to  Six  Months  Imprifonment.  The  We  of  Man  is 
added  in  the  Oath  of  the  Exporter,  upon  all  Debentures  for  foreign  Goods 
Laftl.y,  the  Treafury  is  impowered,  on  the  Behalf  of  the  Crown,  to  treat 
for  the  abfolute  Purchafe  of  this  Wand  from  the  Proprietor  a.  By  an  Irifh 
Statute  in  the  fame  Reign,  every  Mailer,  Owner,,  or  other  Perfon,  navi¬ 
gating  a  Boat,  intended  for  the  We  of  Man,  Wall  take  out  a  Permit,  men¬ 
tioning  the  Officer,  and  the  Names  of  every  Mariner,  and  on  his  Return  from 
the  faid  Wand  fhall  deliver  up  fuch  Permit,  to  be  cancelled  by  the  Colledtor 
of  the  faid  Port  b.  Thefe  Laws  are  Evidences  more  than  fufficient  to  prove,, 
beyond  all  Doubt,  what  I  have  advanced,  and  to  Ihew  both  the  Neceffity  and 
the  Importance  of  gaining,  not  a  general  but  a  diftindt  and  exadt  Idea  of  ths 
State  of  the  We  of  Man,  and  its  Inhabitants. 

.  f  \  1 

It  is  evident,  from  this  fuccindt  Relation,  that  the  We  of  Man,  though' 
fo  happily,  fftuated  in  the  midff:  of  the  Britifh  Wands,  contributes  in  its  pre-' 
fent  State  very  little  to  their  Advantage  j  or,  according,  to  the  prevailing 
Opinion,  is  rather  a  Nufance  than  a  Benefit  c.  At  the  fame  time,  though  it  may 
be  now  in  a  better  State  than  at  the  Beginning,  of  this  Century,  yet  is  the 
Country  far  from  being  improved,  and  its  Inhabitants  much  lels  happy  than 
they  might  be.  It  is  certain,  that  in  Point  of  Numbers  there  is  not  a  Third 
Part  as  many  in  this,  as  there  are  in  the  Norman  Wands,  though  without  all 
Doubt  the  Wand  of  Man.  is  capable  of  maintaining  many.  more.  It  was 
Neceffity,  and  the  Want,  of  Trade,  that  originally  induced  the  People  to  take 


*  Stat.  12.  Geo.  I.  cap.  xxviii.  §.  22. 

y  By  the  lame  Statute, .  Chapter,  and  Claufe,  which  Ihews  to.  what  a  dangerous  Degree  this 
illicit  Trade  had  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years  extended  itfelf, 

1  Stat.  12.  Geo.  I.  cap.  xxviii.  §.  23,.  24. 
a  By  the  Twenty-fifth  Sedfion  of  .the- fame-. Statute, 
b  Stat.  22.  Geo.  I.  cap.  iii.  §.  7. 

c  If  we  confider  the  Extent  of  this  Ifle,  its  natural  Advantages,  the  Conveniency  of  its  Pot  ts, 
the  Number  of  the  People,  and  its  ancient  Condition,  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  might  be  rendered, 
.much  more  valuable  and  ufeful.. 

up. 
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up  with  and  encourage  Smuggling,  which  has  been  carried  to  fuch  a  Height* 
as  muft  clearly  convince  the  thinking  Perfons  amongft  them,  that  though  it 
may  help  them  a  little,  yet  it  could  not,  fuppofing  a  much  longer  Toleration, 
which  undoubtedly  is  not  by  any  means  to  be  expected,  produce  to  them 
any  permanent  and  folid  Advantages.  This  Practice  is  and  muft  be  carried 
on  by  Foreigners,  who  reap  by  far  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Profits  5  all  that 
the  Natives  derive  from  it  being  a  high  Price  for  their  perilous  and  pre¬ 
carious  Labour,  the  vending  Provifions,  and  it  may  be  an  advanced  Rent  for 
Houfes,  Cellars,  and  Magazines.  But  when  it  is  confidered,  that  this 
diverts  them  from  the  Culture  of  their  Lands,  from  improving  and  in- 
creafing  their  Manufactures,  and  from  every  Species  of  honeft  Induftry, 
while  it  expofes  them  juftly  to  the  Refentment  of  the  Britifh  Government, 
they  cannot  conclude  themfelves  to  be  in  a  profperous  Situation.  There  is 
no  way  of  arriving  at  this,  but  by  profecuting  Methods  of  quite  another 
kind  :  And  if  this  was  fairly  put  into  their  Power,  and  they  had  once  clearly 
fet  before  them  the  Profpedt  of  rendering  their  little  Eftates  really  valuable, 
were  freed  from  the  Difficulties  they  now  labour  under,  had  Commodities 
of  their  own  railing,  and  were  employed  in  Manufactures  capable  of  fur- 
nifhing  an  honeft  and  lucrative  Trade  to  all  the  Britifh  Dominions,  and  even 
a  more  extenfive  Commerce  in  Vefiels  of  their  own,  they  would  undoubtedly 
open  their  Eyes,  and  gladly  contribute  all  that  lay  in  their  Power,  in 
order  effectually  to  accomplilh  fo  falutary  and  happy  a  Change  in  their  Con¬ 
dition. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  true  Political  Intereft 
of  Great  Britain,  to  render  every  Part  of  her  Dominions  as  fiourilhing  as 
pofiible,  without  omitting  any  Means  that  may  contribute  to  make  the  In¬ 
duftry  of  the  Inhabitants  turn  to  their  own  proper  Advantage.  It  is  upon  the 
Balls  of  reciprocal  Utility,  that  the  Plan  muft  be  conftruCted  for  bringing  this 
little  Ille  into  a  clofer  Connection  with  the  general  Syftem  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment;  and  if  any  Method  can  be  deviled,  by  which  this  odious  Traffic  can  be 
fo  thoroughly  rooted  out  as  never  to  fpring  up  again,  it  will  be  fo  far  from 
being  a  Difparagement,  that  it  ought  to  be  rather  confidered  as  an  additional 
Recommendation  of  this  Scheme  ;  that  it  tends  at  the  fame  time  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  Benefit  of  Man,  and  affords  the  Inhabitants  an  Opportunity  of  me¬ 
liorating  their  own  Circumftances,  and  thofe  of  their  Country.  Such  a  Me¬ 
thod  as  this  cannot  fail  ol  giving  them  a  juft  Idea  of  their  Happinefs,  in  having 
a  Title  to  Britilh  Protection,  difpofe  them  to  receive  chearfully  fuch  Altera¬ 
tions  in  their  own  Form  of  Rule  as  fhall  be  found  requifite  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  and  induce  them  to  accept  as  a  Favour,  and  even  to  confider  as,  a 
Blefling,  what  otherwife,  from  a  rivetted  and  at  the  fame  time  a  natural 
Veneration  for  their  old  Conftitution,  would  be  fubmitted  to  with  Repug¬ 
nance  : 
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nance  J :  A  Thing,  that  in  a  Cafe  like  this,  ought  certainly  to  be  avoided, 
if  it  may  be  done  without  Prejudice  to  the  effential  Point  in  View,  and 
more  efpecialiy  if  it  can  be  made  evident,  that  this  very  Condefcenfion  will 
make  it  anfwer  that  End  more  effectually  e. 

The  Power  given  by  Parliament  to  the  Treafury,  in  order  to  treat  with 
the  Proprietor  for  the  Purchafe  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  is  a  fufficient  Proof,  that 
the  Public  is  inclined  to  procure,  on  reafonable  Terms,  the  Removal  of  thofe 
Mifchiefs,  incident  from  the  prefent  State  of  that  Mand  h  On  this  Founda¬ 
tion,  therefore,  I  prefume  to  obferve,  that  to  do  this  effectually,  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  fhould  have  an  Interefl  propofed,  fuperior,  and,  in  refpeCt  to  them, 
more  than  equivalent  to  that  which  they  have  in  Smuggling ;  which,  though 
exceedingly  detrimental  to  us,  is  very  far,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  from 
being  in  any  great  or  effential  Degree  profitable  to  thefe  People.  It  is  very 
true,  the  King’s  Writ  does  not  run  in  this  Me  ;  but  his  Majefly  may  appoint 
Commiffioners  under  the  Great  Seal  to  enquire  into  the  State  and  Condition 
of  the  Country  g.  Thefe  Commiffioners  will  probably  difcover,  that  their 
Lands  are  not  properly  improved,  and  that  this  arifes  from  Hardfhips,  or, 
which  is  the  fame  Thing,  fuppofed  Hardfhips  in  the  Tenures  K  Thefe  being 
removed,  a  Bounty  given  upon  the  feveral  Sorts  of  Corn  they  fhall  be  able 
to  export,  Premiums  eifabliffied  for  Inclofing,  railing  Hedges  and  Timber, 
with  an  Allowance  to  import  a  certain  Quantity  of  Wool,  in  like  Manner, 
and  under  the  fame  ReffiiCtion,  as  is  given  to  Guernfey,  with  fome  En¬ 
couragement  for  working  their  Mines  and  recovering  their  Fifheries,  and  the 
founding  an  Academy  for  promoting  ufeful  Knowlege,  would  molt  effec¬ 
tually  open  their  Eyes  to  their  own  Interelfs  i,  and  induce  them,  for  their 
own  Sakes,  to  prohibit  Smuggling,  under  the  fevered:  Penalties,  by  a  Law  of 
their  Tingwald* 

This  Propofition,  at  firft  Sight,,  may  feem  to  be  very  extraordinary ;  but 
die  Reafons  I  have  to  offer  in  its  Support,  will,  I  hope,  reconcile  it  to  the 


d  It  would  certainly  require  much  Trouble,  demand  fome  Pains,  and  employ  a  great  deal  of 
Time  to  bring  about  fuch  a  Change ;  all  which  may  be  faved. 

e  There  is  no  Neceflity  that  Britain  Ihould  infill:  upon  any  other  Alterations,  than  fuch  as  may 
turn  to  the  Emolument  of  Britain ;  Time  and  Accidents  will  filently  and  fpeedily  do  the  reft. 

f  Stat.  12.  Geo.  I.  cap.  xxiii.  §.  25.  In  the  Purchafe  of  this  Ifle,  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain, . 
the  Property  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Eafe  of  the  Inhabitants,  (already  Subjects- of  Great  Britain) 
fiiould  be  confldered,  and,  as  far  as  may  be,  conciliated. 

g  Coke’s-  Fourth  Inftituie,  chap.  lxix.  This  has  alfo  been  pradfifed  in  former  Times,  as  may  be 
Ihewn  from  Record. 

h  Earl  of  Derby’s  Account  of  the  Ifle  of  Man.  Sacheverefl’s  fhort  Survey  of  Man,  p.  81,  82, 83, 
Willfon’s  Defcription  of  Man. 

^Before  Smuggling  came  amongft  them,  they  were  an  honeft,  harmlcfs, .  quiet,  induftrious, , 
and  laborious  People  ;  and  would,,  on  its  Excluflon,  become  fo  again,. 

judicious 
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judicious  Reader.  In  the  firfi:  Place,  the  Condefcenfion  in  accepting  of  a 
Security,  according  to  the  Form  of  their  Conffitution,  will  undoubtedly  have 
a  favourable  Operation  on  the  Minds  of  the  People k.  In  the  next  Place, 
as  there  are  no  Laws  in  the  World  fo  ftriCtly  carried  into  Execution  as  in 
this  Illand,  or  where  Juflice  is  done  fo  foon  and  with  fo  little  Trouble,  it 
will  anfwer  the  End  propofed  effectually  1.  Laftly,  the  Benefits  beffowed 
upon  them,  being  in  the  Nature,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  of  an  Equi¬ 
valent,  the  Public  is  bound  in  Intereft  to  prevent  the  Forfeiture  of  them, 
by  the  bad  Behaviour  of  Individuals  m ;  And  taking  all  thefe  together,  I  conceive 
it  will  appear  the  ftrongeft  Security  we  can  have,  and  of  Confequence  the 
bed  and  the  mod  proper  that  we  can  defire. 

This  being  accomplilhed,  it  may  next  be  worth  enquiring,  whether,  from 
the  Nature  of  its  Situation,  which  has  hitherto  been  productive  only  of  In¬ 
conveniences,  fome  capital  Advantages  may  not  be  derived  to  Great  Britain. 
If  the  Storehoufes  and  Magazines,  at  prefent  ereCted  at  Douglas,  were  pur- 
chafed  for  his  Majedy’s  Ufe,  and  put  under  the  Care  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Revenue,  Goods  of  all  Sorts  might  be  depofited  in  them,  till  a  proper  Market 
offered  in  Britain,  and  then  re-ffiipped,  paying  the  Duties,  or  exported  to 
the  Colonies,  under  the  fame  Regulations  as  from  Britain  n.  The  like  might 
be  done  at  Peele,  in  regard  to  Ireland  0  :  And  if  in  the  Northern  Part  of  the 
Illand  the  Ead  India  Company  were  allowed  Magazines,  from  whence  they 
might  be  at  Liberty  to  export  the  Commodities  and  Manufactures  they 
bring  from  all  the  Countries  within  their  Charter,  to  foreign  Parts,  upon  the 
fame  Terms  that  they  now  do  from  Britain,  it  might  enable  them  to  un¬ 
derfed  the  new  Companies  that  have  fprung  up  in  feveral  Kingdoms,  as  well 
as  difcourage  the  fetting  up  of  others,  and  thereby  drike  at  the  very  Root  of 
the  mod  dangerous  and  dedruCtive  kind  of  Smuggling  that  has  been  hitherto 
invented  p.  Thefe  Regulations  would  equally  tend  to  the  Eafe  and  Emolu¬ 
ment  of  the  People  of  Man,  and  to  the  Security  and  Benefit  of  this  Country, 

k  This  was  the  Method  taken  by  the  Family  of  Stanley,  when  the  Ifle  was  firfi  granted  to  them, 
and  was  attended  with  all  theSnccefs  that  could  be  wifhed. 

1  Coke’s  Fourth  Infiitute,  chap.  lxix.  where  this  great  Oracle  of  the  Law  affirms  all  that  is  faid 
in  the  Text,  in  exprefs  Terms. 

m  By  this  Means,  all  Exchequer  Profeeutions  will  be  faved,  and  Delinquents  puniffied  fo 
firi&ly,  fo  fpeedily,  and  fo  feverely,  as  to  put  an  End  to  this  Praftice. 

n  The  Expediency  of  this,  the  Security,  and  the  Advantage  flowing  from  fuch  an  Indulgence, 
has  been  already  explained  in  the  lafl  SeAion. 

°  We  have  before  touched  this  Matter,  in  fpeaking  of  Milford-Haven,  and  the  Illand  of  Holy- 
Head;  the  allowing  feveral  fuch  Interports,  under  proper  Begulations,  is  perhaps  the  Angle  Means 
of  fuppreffing  Smuggling,  while  it  is  neceflary  to  continue  high  Duties. 

P  The  Method  now  prefcribed  by  feveral  Statutes,  in  relpeft  to  Eaft  India  Goods  in  Ware- 
houfes,  under  the  InfpeAion  of  Cuflom-Houfe,  as  well  as  the  Company’s  Officers,  fliews  this 
to  be  extremely  pra&icable. 


which 
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which  are  certainly  Points  of  fuch  Importance  as  to  deferve  mature  Con- 
fi deration  q. 

At  length,  after  the  Clofe  of  the  laft  War,  when  it  was  judged 
highly  necefiary  to  take  every  Method  pofiible  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
public  Revenue,  the  removing  the  Incommodities  fo  long  experienced  from, 
the  clandeftine  Commerce  carried  on  from  this  Ifland,  brought  on  a 
Treaty  between  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  and  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of 
Athol  as  Proprietors,  which  being  concluded,  an  Act  of  Parliament 
palled  for  confirming  it,  whereby,  in  Confideration  of  the  Sum  of  Seventy 
thoufand  Pounds,  an  abfolute  Surrender  was  made  to  his  Majefly  of  the 
Ifie,  Caftle,  and  Pele  of  Man,  and  all  the  Ifiands,  Lordlhips,  Royalties, 
Liberties,  and  Sea-ports  to  the  fame  appertaining.  Referving  however 
to  the  Proprietors  the  Patronage  of  the  Bifhopric,  of  all  the  ecclefiaftical 
Preferments,  and  alfo  ail  their  Rights  to  their  landed  Property  in  that 
Ifland,  with  every  Thing  appertaining  thereto,  notwithftanding  the  faid 
Surrender,  to  be  holden  of  the  Crown,  by  the  ancient  honourable  Services 
and  the  fmall  referved  Rent  to  the  Exchequer.  In  confequence  of  this 
Cefiion,  by  which  the  Provifions  therein  were  become  practicable,  an¬ 
other  Aft  was  fpeedily  palled  for  effectually  preventing  any  illicit  Trade 
from  the  Ille  of  Man,  the  compafiing  of  which  had  been  the  principal 
ObjeCt  in  this  Purchafe,  and  by  this  Law  every  pofiible  Precaution  was 
taken,  not  only  to  hinder  for  the  prefent,  but  to  prevent  for  the  future 
the  Revival  of  fuch  pernicious  Practices.  In  a  Third  ACt  paffed  in  the 
fame  Seffions  of  Parliament,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  give  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  full  Liberty  to  export  the  Produce  of  their  Ifland  into  Great  Britain, 
and  as  an  Encouragement  to  the  Linnen  Manufacture  eftablilhed  there, 
the  fame  Bounties  were  given  upon  the  Exportation  of  Linnens  from  thence 
as  upon  Linnens  exported  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  This  abfolute 
cxtinguifhing  of  illicit  Commerce  at  once  made  a  very  great  Change, 
as  may  ealily  be  conceived,  in  the  State  of  Things  in  that  Ifland,  out  of 
which  great  Numbers  of  People  who  had  been  concerned  therein  quickly 
retired,  not  without  an  immediate  Detriment  to  the  native  Inhabitants* 
who  had  profited  by  them  confiderably,  by  fupplying  of  them  with 
Neceflaries  of  every  Kind,  This,  though  in  fome  Degree  compenfated  by 

Thus  far  was  not  only  written  but  printed  Ten  Years  ago,  when  upon  a  Rumour  of  the 
Purchafe  of  the  Kle  of  Man  the  Author  ventured  to  leave  a  Chafm  in  his  Book  which  hath  been 
filled  up  fince  it  was  finifhed,  fo  that  the  Reader  fees  the  Hiftory  of  this  Ifle  continued  to  the 
prefent  Time.  But  from  the  Inconveniencies. attending  this  Experiment  he  judged  it  more  pru¬ 
dent  to  wait  for  the  necefTary  Informations  in  the  fubfequent  Part  of  his  Work,  than  to  expofc  him- 
fe!f  to  the  like  Inconveniencies.  And  with  this  candid  Account  it  is  hoped  the  Reader  will  b® 
fatisfied. 

Vol.  I.  4  A  - '  the 
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the  fending  over  a  Regiment  of  regfflar  Troops,  the  Pay  of  which  circu¬ 
lated  through  the  Ifland,  didnot  hinder  the  Complaints  of  the  People, 
who  found  empty  Houfes  and  Magazines  left  upon  their  Hands,  and 
other  Incommodities  neceffarily  refulting  from  fo  fudden  a  Revolution  r. 

In  the  very  next  Seffions  of  Parliament,  Provilion  was  made  for  the  ex¬ 
porting  Grain  of  all  Sorts  to  the  Ifle  of  Man,  to  the  Amount  of  Two 
thoufand  Five  hundred  Quarters  annually  from  the  Ports  of  Southampton 
and  Exeter,  which  being  found  inconvenient  and  expenfive,  were  after¬ 
wards  changed  to  Whitehaven  and  Liverpool.  Upon  an  Application  made 
in  the  fame  Seffions,  in  reference  to  a  great  Quantity  of  Bugles  which  re- 
*  mained  in  their  Warehoufes,  an  Adi  paffed  for  permitting  them  to  export 
thefe  Bugles  into  Great  Britain.  A  Third  Adi  was  alfo  paffed  in  reference  to 
the  making  Affidavits  taken  in  Great  Britain,  Evidence  in  the  Ifle  of  Man* 
and  impowering  his  Majefly  by  Commiffion  out  of  the  Exchequer,  to  fet¬ 
tle  Ports,  Creeks,  Members,  &c.  for  the  legal  Exportation  and  Impor¬ 
tation  of  Goods  in  the  faid  Ifland,  which  was  very  loon  after  carried  into 
Execution  with  all  the  Powers  and  Privileges  incident  to  fuch  Places  in 
Great  Britain  s. 

In  the  Seventh  Year  of  his  prefent  Majeffy’s  Reign,  upon  the  Appli¬ 
cation  of  the  Inhabitants,  an  Adi  paffed  for  encouraging  the  Trade, 
Manufactures,  and  Fifheries  of  the  faid  Ifland.  By  this  Law  the  old 
Duties  were  repealed  and  new  Ones  eftablifhed,  Permiffion  given  to  im¬ 
port  Flax,  Flax  Seed,  Wood  Afhes,  Fifh,  and  Flefh  of  all  Sorts,  and 
any  Kind  of  Grain  (except  from  Great  Britain)  without  the  Payment  of 
any  Duty  whatever.  The  Subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  alfo 
permitted  to  import  into  that  Ifland,  white  or  brown  Linnen  Cloth,  Plemp 
or  Hemp  Seed,  Horfes  or  Black  Cattle,  Utenfils  and  Inflruments  to  be 
employed  in  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  or  Fifheries,  and  various  other 
Things,  without  Payment  of  any  Duty,  as  alfo  from  Great  Britain,  Salt, 

r  Star.  5  Geo.  III.  cap.  26.  39.  43.  Befides  the  Confederation  expreffed  in  the  Fil'd  of  thefe 
A<ds,  his  Majefly  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  to  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Athol  an  annuil 
Penfion  of  2000I.  for  their  joint  Lives,  upon  the  Irifh  Revenue,  which  was  judged  reafonable,  as 
that  Revenue  having  differed  very  much  by  the  clandedine  Trade  carried  on  from  that  Ifland, 
fome  Compenfation  lhould  be  made  at  the  Expence  of  that  Kingdom  as  well  as  of  Great  Britain, 
lince  both  were  to  be  alike  benefited  by  the  entire  Suppreffion  of  this  great  and  hitherto  grow¬ 
ing  Evil.  The  grofs  Amount  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Lord  of  Man,  upon  a  Medium  of  Ten 
Years,  was  72.93  1-  per  Annum. 

s  Stat.  6  Geo.  III.  cap.  43.  46.  50.  In  confequence  of  the  Second  of  thefe  A&s  the  follow¬ 
ing  Ports  were  appointed  :  Derby  Bay  at  the  South  Eafl  End  of  the  Ifland,  Douglas  in  the 
Centre  of  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Ifland,  Ramfay  Bay  towards  the  North  Eaft,  and  Holme  or  Pete 
"Bay  -on  the  Wed  Side  of  the  Ifland,  eppofite  to  Port  Douglas. 

■*  -  Boards3 
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Boards,  Timber,  and  Hoops,  and  likewife  from  the  Plantations,  Iron  in 
Rods  or  Bars,  Cotton,  Indigo,  Naval  Stores  and  Lumber.  All  Ships  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Man  fhould  be  deemed  Britifh  built  to  all 
Intents  and  Purpofes.  There  were  likewife  Premiums  given  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  the  Herring  Fifhery,  but  thefe  being  found  to  have 
no  good  Effed:,  they  were  converted  into  a  Fund  for  repairing  the 
Ports.  Premiums  were  alfo  given  for  encouraging  weaving,  fpinning,  and 
exporting  Linnen  Cloth,  and  various  other  Provifions  made,  which  gave 
fuch  Satisfaction  as  to  prevent  any  farther  Emigrations  from  thence  to 
Ireland  and  other  Places.  This  was  farther  facilitated  by  another  Ad 
palfed  the  fame  Year,  for  eftablithing  a  regular  Pacquet  between  White¬ 
haven  and  Douglas,  and  for  ereding  a  Poft-ofBce  t. 

In  the  Twelfth  Year  of  his  Majefty’s  Reign  an  Ad  was  made  permit¬ 
ting  the  Importation  of  white  and  red  Herrings,  under  a  fmall  Duty,  to 
any  Part  of  Great  Britain,  as  alfo  to  export  them  to  any  Part  of  America, 
under  the  fame  Regulations  that  Provisions  are  fent  thither  from  Ireland. 
They  were  alfo  allowed  the  Privilege  of  fhipping  any  Quantity  of  Salt 
requifite  for  curing  their  Herrings,  which  was  of  lingular  Utility.  Thefe 
Instances  of  the  Attention  of  the  Britilh  Legillature  have  gradually  had 
a  very  proper  Effed.  All  clandeftine  and  illicit  Trade  is  now  perhaps  as 
thoroughly  extinguifhed  there  as  in  any  Pat£  of  the  Dominions  of  Britain, 
and  even  the  meaner  Sort  of  People  cured  of  their  Propenfity  to  it.  Some 
Merchants  of  Property,  who  remained  in  the  Bland,  turned  their  Views 
another  Way,  and  having  purchafed  large  Trads  of  uncultivated  Land, 
made  very  considerable  Improvements.  By  Degrees  they  raifed  much 
more  Wheat  and  Flax  than  they  did  formerly,  their  Manufadures,  more 
efpecially  Linnens,  begin  to  raile  their  Pleads,  and  that  dillblute,  drunken, 
and  idle  kind  of  Life  which  naturally  attends  Smuggling,  is  in  a  great 
Meafure  extinguifhed.  Their  empty  Houfes  begin  to  let  again,  and  as 
there  are  hill  upwards  of  Twenty  thoufand  People  upon  the  Bland,  there 
feems  to  be  very  little  Doubt,  that  by  the  Lenity  of  the  prefent Govern¬ 
ment,  and  fuch  gradual  Encouragements  as  Time  and  their  own  prudent 
Behaviour  m3y  require,  the  Country  will  gradually  wear  a  better  Face, 
and  the  People  become  ealier  and  happier  than  they  were  before,  and  this 

1  Stat.  7  Geo.  in.  Cap.  46.  50.  The  Firft  of  thefe  Laws  was  very  acceptable  to  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  as  it  delivered  them  from  many  of  the  Difficulties  and  Difcouragements  the  former  Statutes 
to  prevent  the  enormous  illicit  Trade  carried  on  from  thence  had  neceffarily  impofed  upon  them. 
The  Second  was  likewife  very  beneficial  in  eftabl'dhing  a  regular  and  conflant  Correspondence 
with  Great  Britain. 

4  4  2 
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is  the  rather  to  be  expected  from  their  natural  Difpofition,  which  renders 
them  cheerful,  frugal,  and  contented  u. 

Such,  according  to  the  bell;  Lights  that  can  be  obtained,  is  the  prefent 
State  of  the  Ifland  of  Man,  which  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  buffered  as 
little  as  could  be  expeded  from  fuch  a  Revolution,  which  was  chiefly 
owing  to  their  feeling  the  immediate  Effects  of  their  becoming  Britifh 
Subjects.  They  are  now  no  longer  in  a  weak  and  precarious  State,  but 
under  the  Protection  of  a  powerful  Monarchy.  They  are  freed  from 
thofe  Hardships  and  Inconveniencies  which  the  Refidence  amongftthem  of 
Men  engaged  in  an  illicit  Trade  brought  even  upon  the  moft  innocent  Na¬ 
tives.  They  now  enjoy,  at  lead:,  in  fome  Degree,  the  Benefit  of  the  Adt  of 
Navigation,  and  many  other  Privileges  and  Advantages  refulting  from  this 
Change  in  their  Condition,  which  opens  to  them  the  faired:  Profpedt  from 
a  proper  Application  of  their  Talents  and  Induftry,  and  confequently  af¬ 
fords  them  the  greateft  Encouragement  to  fuch  an  Exertion  of  their  Fa¬ 
culties,  more  efpecially  as  they  are  fure  of  effectual  Support  in  all  their 
reafonable  Undertakings  from  their  Mother  Country,  of  which  they  have 
received  many  Earneds  already  w.  There  are  however  many  Things  that  . 
require  their  ferious  Attention,  in  confequence  of  their  having  a  Defire  to* 
co-operate  in  promoting  their  own  Intereft,  and  to  which  no  Doubt  they 
will  for  that  Reafon  afford  proper  Attention. 

It  hath  been  already  admitted  that  many  of  their  old  Laws  were 
wifely  framed  at  the  Time  of  their  Inditution.  But  then  it  is  to  be  con- 
iidered  that  thefe  Laws  were  formed  from  a  Confideration  of  the  State 
that  this  Country  and  its  Inhabitants  then'  were  in,  and  feem  all  of  them 
to  be  founded  upon  a  Principle  of  keeping  them  continually  in  the  fame 
Condition.  As  this  was  a  Thing  impodible  in  its  Nature,  fo  from  a  Senfe 

"■i 

u  Stat,  12  Geo.  IIT.  cap.  58.  This  Attention  to  their  Herring  Fifhery  hath  been  productive 
of  very  good  EfFeCts.  It  had  been  formerly  very  confiderable,  but  as  frequently  happens  by 
thefe  Fifh  fhifting  their  Courfe,  had  gradually  decayed.  It  is  now  become  more  plentiful,  the 
Number  of  Boats  employed  therein  increafed,  and  the  Duty  of  Ten  Shillings  upon  a  Boat,  toge¬ 
ther  with  certain  Duties  levied  upon  the  Ships  that  enter  their  Havens  annually,  to  the  Number- 
of  between  Four  and  Five  hundred,  makes  a  Fund  for  the  repairing  and  maintaining  their  Ports. 

w  As  the  intolerable  Mifchiefs  that  arofe  from  the  enormous  Height  to  which  the  contra¬ 
band  Trade  in  this  Ifland  had  rifen,  expofed  the  Natives  to  the  Severity  of  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment,  fo  it  is  evident  that  the  future  Profperity  of  the  Inhabitants  muff:  depend  upon  their 
keeping  down  this  pernicious  Weed,  and  never  fuffering  it  to  fprout  again.  This  being  pro¬ 
perly  attended  to,  will  always  furnilh  them  with  a  proper  Plea  for  Indulgence  and  Affiffance  from 
the  Britifh  Legiflature,  which  will  certainly  be  afforded  them,  not  only  on  account  of  their 
Merit  in  this  RefpcCI,  but  that  they  may  be  encouraged  fo  to  improve  their  Land  and  Trade 
as  to  add  cooiiderably,  which  is  much  in  their  Power,  to  the  public  Stock. 
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of  it,  they  have  been  induced  to  make  Alterations  both  by  committing 
their  Laws  to  Writirfg,  and  making  fuch  Changes  in  them  as  they  thought 
convenient.  For  thefe  plain,  but  conclulive  Reafons,  they  ought  to  think 
of  revifing  the  whole  Syftem  of  their  Laws,  in  order  to  render  them 
fuitable  to  their  prefent  Situation,  and  to  facilitate  the  Means  which  it  af¬ 
fords  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Community.  This  fhould  particularly  dif- 
pofe  them  to  relax  in  Reference  to  thofe  Statutes  which  give  unreafon- 
able  Advantages  to  Natives,  and  are  vifibly  opprefiive  upon  Strangers. 
This  would  be  apparently  for  their  Reputation,  efpecially  if  done  volun¬ 
tarily  in  their  Court  ol  Tingwald,  and  to  this  they  ought  to  have  the 
lefs  Reluctance,  fince  many  Advantages  would  accrue  from  it  to  them- 
felves.  Their  Knowledge  in  refpeCt  to  the  Arts  of  Improvement  is  very 
limited,  their  Funds  narrow,  and  this  is  the  only  Method  by  which  they 
can  procure  effectual  Remedies  for  both.  It  may  perhaps  be  urged  as 
an  additional  Argument  to  accelerate  fo  neceflary  a  Step,  that  in  doing 
this  they  would  only  copy  the  Example  that  Great  Britain  hath  fhewn, 
in  her  Care  and  Attention  to  their  Intereds,  fince  they  became  connected 
with  her. 

In  this  Review  of  the  Laws  of  the  Ifland,  particular  Care  fhould  be 
taken  to  render  every  Kind  of  landed  Property  certain  and  fecure.  For 
this  is  the  Bafis,  and  the  only  folid  Bafis  of  Improvements  of  every  Sort; 
for  undoubtedly  without  this  Encouragement,  Induftry  will  not  be  exerted, 
or  at  lead  not  exerted  in  its  utmod  Force.  If  we  look  round  upon  the 
feveral  Countries  of  Europe  we  fhall  find,  that  more  remain  barren  from 
the  precarious  Pofleflions  of  their  Inhabitants,  than  from  any  DefeCts  in 
Soil  or  Climate.  This  Care  muft  be  extended  to  Leafes,  and  even  to  Te¬ 
nants  at  Will,  for  the  Poor  are  as  much  intitled  to  their  little  Property  as- 
the  Rich,  and  it  is  only  a  Senfe^of  this  that  can  enable  them  to  become  ' 
fo,  and  their  Labour  in  this  RefpeCt,  though  temporary  only  in  regard  to> 
themfelves,  mud  be  of  lading  Benefit  to  the  Public.  The  prefent  Con~ 
dition  of  this  Ifland  demands  both  Skill  and  Toil,  but  there  is  a  moral 
Certainty,  that  if  thefe  are  employed,  they  will  be  rewarded.  For  it  has 
been  fhewn  already  from  the  Evidence  of  FaCts,  that  this  Ifland  was  once 
more  populous  and  better  cultivated,  and  yet  the  bringing  it  to  that 
mud  have  been  more  difficult  then  than  now.  We  evidently  fee  what' 
good  EfFeCls  have  followed  in  Britain  by  the  edablifhing  of  good  Laws* 
and  relieving  the  People  from  Redraints  in  Point  of  Property,  and  we 
likewife  fee  by  the  Improvements  that  have  been  made  fince  this  Ifland; 
became  Part  of  the  Dominions  of  Britain,  that  the  fame  Caufes  will  pro-- 
•duce  there  the  fame  good  EfFeCls. 
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If  Agriculture  by  the  Help  of  fuch  Laws  was  once  put  into  a  thriving 
State,  and  the  major  Part  of  the  Lands  in  this  Ifland  capable  of  it  were 
brought  into  Cultivation,  amongft  many  other  good  Confequences,  Ma- 
-.nufaCtures  would  naturally  and  neceffarily  flourifh.  By  mending  the  Breed 
-and  increafing  the  Number  of  Sheep,  than  which  nothing  is  more  prac¬ 
ticable,  the  Quantity  of  Wool  would  become  more  confiderable,  and  the 
Quality  of  it  might  be  improved.  The  Laughton  Wool  in  the  Hands  of 
People  of  Skill  might  be  wrought  into  a  Variety  of  Cloths  and  Stuffs,  and 
if  I  have  not  been  deceived  in  my  Informations,  there  is  a  great  Deal 
in  this  Ifland,  that  with  a  Mixture  of  Spanifh  Wool  might  be  fabricated 
into  thofe  light  Kind  of  Cloths  which  the  French  carry  to  the  Levant. 
There  are  already  very  confiderable  Quantities  of  Flax,  and  very  good  in 
its  Kind,  raifed  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  in  virtue  of  the  Encouragements 
before  propofed,  there  is  no  Doubt  that  much  more  might  be  raifed,  and 
ns  the  Linnen  Manufacture  is  already  well  eftablifhed,  it  might  with  a 
few  neceffary  Helps  be  brought  into  a  flourifhing  Condition.  At  the 
fame  Time  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  to  procure Perfons  capable  of  pufh- 
ing  both  thefe  Manufactures  to  any  confiderable  Height,  they  mufl  have 
their  religious  and  civil  Liberties  fecured,  which  were  the  Inducements 
that  brought  over  into  this  Country  thofe  who  have  carried  them  here 
to  fo  great  a  Perfection.  As  any  old  Laws  retraining  thefe  muft  have 
been  made  when  no  fuch  valuable  ObjeCts  were  in  view,,  they  ought  for 
the  Sake  of  the  public  Good  to  be  repealed  x. 

These  Points  confidered,  and  the  already  thriving  and  favoured  State 
of  their  Fifheries,  by  Means  of  which  they  fend  both  white,  and  red,  or 
l'moaked  Llerrings  to  feveral  Markets,  we  may  be  allowed  to  conjecture, 
that  Trade  by  Degrees  may  be  effectually  eftablifhed.  We  know  very 
well  how  much  it  was  counteracted  by  the  impoverifhed  State  of  the 
Ifland  in  a  great  Degree  cccafioned  by  the  common  People  being  drawn 
from  their  honeft  Occupations  to  affift  in  Smuggling.  But  thefe  Evils 
being  removed,  and  there  being  a  fair  ProfpeCt  of  Commodities,  and  Ma¬ 
nufactures  being  raifed  by  the  Natives,  we  may  well  prefume  that  there 
will  not  be  wanting  Merchants  amongft  their  Countrymen  ready  to  export 

x  It  is  generally  acknowledged,  that  exclufive  of  Sheep-walks  there  are  Forty  or  Fifty  thou- 
land  Acres  of  Land  capable  of  Cultivation  in  this  Ifland.  The  late  accurate  and  judicious  Mr. 
Dobbs  computes,  that  arable  Land  will  yield  Six  Pounds  an  Acre,  and  that  an  Acre  of  Land 
producing  Flax,  and  that  Flax  wrought  into  Linnen  of  but  Eighteen  Pence  a  Yard,  will  produce 
30I.  This  then,  added  to  the  Woollen  Manufaflure,  and  the  Fifheries,  would  undoubtedly  put 
jt  in  the  Power  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Man  to  become  rich,  populous,  and  happy. 


6 


them. 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  551 

them.  This  is  fo  far  from  being  a  mere  fanciful  or  fpeculative  Reprefen- 
tion,  that  on  the  contrary  the  Progrefs  of  thefe  Improvements,  when  they 
come  to  be  put  in  Practice,  will  be  found  equally  natural  and  regu¬ 
lar.  The  Cultivation  of  their  Lands  will  of  courfe  render  Provifions  plen¬ 
tiful,  and  by  augmenting  the  Means  of  Subfiftence,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
promoting  ufeful  Labour,  render  the  Country  populous,  and  People,  if 
induftrious,  are  the  true  Instruments  of  their  own  Profperity.  The  taking 
a  proper  Care  of  their  Sheep  and  of  their  Wool  will  find  beneficial  Exer- 
cile  for  a  Multitude  of  Hands,  and  Emulation,  with  the  Afiiftance  of  a 
little  I  nfl  ruCtion,  bring  a  great  Variety  of  their  Woollen  Goods  into  Re¬ 
pute  and  Demand  both  at  Home  and  Abroad.  The  Advantages  ariling 
from  hence  will  be  eafily  conceived,  when  it  is  confidered  how  many 
Thoufand  Stone  of  Wool  are,  and  how  many  more  might  be  produced, 
and  that  every  Stone  of  Wool  may  be  manufactured  up  to  the  Value  of 
Four  Pounds  Sterling.  To  this  we  may  add,  that  there  is  perhaps  no 
Country  in  the  World  that  enjoys  more  Advantages  than  this  for  the  car¬ 
rying  on  with  Facility  all  the  different  Branches  of  this  lucrative  Mode 
of  Induftry.  The  fame  with  equal  Truth  and  Certainty  may  be  faid  in 
regard  to  their  Flax,  which  if  converted  into  Fine  Thread,  and  a  Part  of 
that  employed  in  the  Making  of  Lace,  as  it  very  eafily  might  be,  would 
furnifh  Employment  for  their  Women,  and  be  productive  of  amazing  Pro¬ 
fits.  In  Proportion  as  thefe  Manufactures  rofe,  the  Spirit  of  Commerce, 
as  we  have  before  obferved,  would  revive,  for  this  hath  been  the  Cafe  in 
all  other  Countries,  and  in  Iflands  more  efpecially,  particularly  where 
they  are  furnifhed  with  Ports  well  fituated,  and  where  their  Fifheries  fur- 
tiifh  a  conftant  and  active  Race  of  hardy  Seamen.  Men  are  never  blind  to 
their  own  Interefls,  and  through  the  Wifdom  of  Providence  this  Attention 
to  their  private  Concerns,  and  the  Defire  of  advancing  the  Fortunes  of 
themfelves  and  of  their  Families,  hath  all  the  good  Effects,'  and  may 
therefore  be  truly  confidered  as  public  Spirit. 

This  Deduction  founded  on  the  true  Principles  of  political  Oeconomy,.. 
and  at  the  fame  Time  on  the  real  State  and  Circumftances  of  this  Ifland, 
clearly  evince,  that  what  we  have  fo  often  fuggefled  as  to  the  Poffibility  of 
recovering  it  to  a  competent  Degree  of  Importance,  and  railing  the  Peo¬ 
ple  into  a  Rank  confident  with  their  prefent  Situation,  confidered  as  the 
Subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  is  perfectly  practicable,  and  muff 
afford  a  pleafing  Contemplation  to  every  Friend  to  the  Welfare  of  this 
State,  and  who  have  a  proper  Senfe  of  Humanity.  The  raifing  a  little  State  to 
a  great  One,  the  refcuing  an  innocent  and  deferving  People  from  Ob- 
fcurity  and  Poverty,  by  the  A  fill  lance  of  that  which  is  now  become  their 
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Mother  Country,  is  a  noble  and  laudable  Exertion  of  Wifdom  and  Au- 
thority,  and  the  Succefs  of  this  Exertion  will  quickly  become  confpicuous 
when  the  Inhabitants  export  their  own  Commodities  in  their  own  Veffels, 
and  thereby  come  to  have  an  Intercourfe  with  foreign  Nations,  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  thole  Advantages,  which  Experience  fhews  fuch  an  Intercourfe  hath 
hitherto  produced,  and  which  affords  us  a  moral  Certainty,  that  in  re- 
fpe£i:  to  them,  as  well  as  the  Inhabitants  of  all  other  Iflands,  it  cannot  but 
produce.  However  final!  or  confined  fuch  a  Commerce  may  be  at  the  Be¬ 
ginning,  yet  the  happy  Situation  of  this  Ifland  for  an  extenfive  Trade,  and 
the  Spur  which  <uch  a  Commerce  would  give  to  every  Species  of  Induftry 
amongft  the  Inhabitants,  would  fpeedily  increafe  the  Number  and  the 
Spirit  of  their  Merchants  who  might  reasonably  hope,  and  would  cer» 
tainly  receive,  every  equitable  Encouragement  that  the  Legiflature  of  Great 
Britain  could  give.  The  Succefs  of  their  Efforts  would  produce  the  moil 
folid  Advantages  to  the  Inhabitants,  give  them  a  full  Convi&ion  of  the 
wide  Difference  in  refpeit  to  their  own  Interefts  between  a  fair  and  legal, 
and  a  contraband  and  illicit  Trade,  fo  that  in  a  fhort  Time  it  would  be 
rendered  evident,  that  the  Conduit  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  was  perfectly 
prudent  in  their  Purchafe,  by  which  fo  many  Mifchiefs  were  removed  and 
fo  many  Emoluments  procured,  both  for  the  Britifh  Nation  and  the  Peo* 
pie  of  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
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Section  IV. 

Of  the  TVejlern  Ifles  dependant  on  North  Britain . 

THEIR  Hiftory  in  the  earlieft  Ages.  Were  inhabited  before  they  became 
known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Once  poffefed  and  cultivated  by  a  civi¬ 
lized  indujirious  and  commercial  Nation .  Incontefiible  Proofs  of  this  inde¬ 
pendant  both  of  Hiftory  and  Tradition.  Thefe  Ifiands  dependant  upon  and 
of  great  Utility  to  the  Monarc hs  of  Scotland.  Invaded  and  conquered  by 
Magnus  King  of  Norway.  The  Country  totally  ruined,  and  the  People 
rendered  barbarous  by  that  Revolution .  ..  Recovered,  after  a  long  Series  of 
Tears,  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland  by  Alexander  the  Third.  Their  State  and 
Condition  under  the  fucceeding  Kings  of  that  Country.  The  Caufes  of  their 
linking  into  Meannefs  a?id  Mifery.  Repeated,  though  ineffectual  Attempts , 
to  retrieve  and  recover  them.  Their  great  Value  always  known  and  their 
real  Importance  acknowledged.  This  often  infifted  upon  and  explained  by 
Englijh  as  well  as  Scots  Writers.  A  Change  in  their  Condition  confidently 
expelled  from  the  Union  of  the  two  Crowns.  Some  kind  Intentions  mani - 
fefted  towards  them  by  James  the  Firft.  Attempts  made  to  eftablijh  a 
Fftoery  amongd  them  by  Charles  the  Firft.  Theje  prove  abortive  and  their 
State  rendered  worfe  than  ever  by  the  Civil  War.  Two  excellent  Laws 
refpeBing  the  Fftoery  pafj'ed  by  Charles  the  Second  and  fame  Efi'ays  ?nade  to 
carry  them  into  Execution.  Their  Situation,  little  if  at  all  mended,  fmce 
that  Time.  Their  Capacity  for  Improvement  fill  remains  unimpaired.  The 
Defcription,  Situation,  Natural,  Civil,  and  Commercial  Hftory  of  the  Ifie 
of  Bute.  The  like  in  refpeci  to  the  Ifies  of  Arran,  Ifla ,  Jura,  Mull,  Sky , 
and  the  Long  If  and.  There  are  in  theje  and  in  the  lejfer  Ifiands  about  them 
many  valuable  Commodities,  and  a  Variety  of  Materials  f  or  the  Support  of 
Commerce.  The  Number  of  thefe  may  be  eajily  augmented  and  their  finali¬ 
ties  greatly  improved.  Beneficial  Informations ,  profitable  Dficoveries,  a?id 
feveral  ujeful  Arts  might  be  introduced  J'rom  foreign  Countries  into  thefe 
Ifies.  Reafons  for  their  becoming  Objects  of  publick  Notice  and  Encourage¬ 
ment,  drawn  from  hftances  of  Utility  that  would  refult  from  thence  to  the 
Britijh  E??ipire.  An  Attempt  to  point  out  the  Means  by  which  there  is  a 
moral  Certainty  that  fo  important  a  Work  might  be  fully  accomplijhcd.  The 
ConJ'equences  that  in  refpekt  to  the  Common- wealth  would  certainly  attend  them. 

TH  E  foregoing  Sections,  it  is  hoped,  have  given  the  candid  and  ju¬ 
dicious  Reader  full  Satisfaction,  that  the  DoCtrine  we  have  efpoufed 
of  the  Superior  Importance  of  Iilands,  grounded  on  the  many  Advantages 
that  may  be  drawn  from  them,  was  not  an  Opinion  haftily  taken  up,  or 
V©€.  I.  4  B  has 
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has  been  fo  warmly  maintained  without  juft  Arguments  for  its  Support3* 
Thefe,  of  which  in  this  and  in  the  following  Se&ion,  we  are  now  to  lpeak, 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  them  in  their  prefent  low  and  negledted  Cir- 
cumftances,  are  moft  undoubtedly  thofe  Parts  of  the  Britifh  Dominions, 
that  from  their  intrinfic  Qualities  are  capable  of  the  higheft  Improvements 5 
as  will  eafily  appear,  if  we  confider  their  Number  and  Extent;  their  happy 
Situation  in  many  and  thofe  very  important  Refpedts;  more  efpecially  fince 
the  Difcovery  and  Settlement  of  America;  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  they 
actually  maintain,  and  the  far  greater  Number  that  might  fubfift  there, 
in  a  much  more  comfortable,  commodious,  and  with  regard  to  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  in  a  more  communicative  Condition,  than  is  in  the  Power  of  thofe 
who  now  dwell  in  them,  and  the  Confequences  that  would  neceflarily  re- 
fult  from  thence  towards  augmenting  the  Strength,  extending  the  Com¬ 
merce,  and  promoting  the  Naval  Power  of  Great  Britain13.  For  thefe 
Iflands,  which  are  the  Objedt  of  the  prefent  Sedtion,  though  fo  little  known, 
and  therefore  fo  little  efteemed,  make  about  a  ninth  Part  of  North  Britain, 
are  confiderably  larger  than  any  County  in  South  Britain,  Yorkfhire  only 
excepted,  equal  in  Size  to  the  Counties  of  Kent  and  Eflex  taken  together, 
much  larger  than  the  Province  of  Holland,  and  indeed  near  Half  as  large 
as  the  whole  Territories  of  the  United  Provinces  c. 

In  order  to  treat  this  interefting  Subjedt,  for  fo  in  the  Sequel  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  be,  intelligibly  and  perfpicuoufly,  it  will  be  requifite  to  give  firft  a 
general  and  fuccindt  Hiftory  of  thefe  Ifles,  from  whence  it  will  be  feen 
what  they  have  been,  and  how  they  came  to  be  in  the  Situation  they  now 
are;  and  next  a  particular  Defcription  of  the  moft  conflderable  amongft 
them,  that  from  thence  the  Reader  may  difcern  the  Probability  of  what 
has  been  fuggefted  on  their  Behalf,  that  is,  the  rendering  them  hereafter 
of  more  Confequence  and  of  greater  Utility  to  the  Britifh  Empire^. 

There  are  good  Grounds  to  believe  that  the  Phoenicians  and  Carthaginians 
were  acquainted  with  thefe  Iflands,  becaufe  from  them  the  Greeks  muft 

a  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  v.  Strab.  lib.  x.  xiv.  Ammian.  Marcell.  lib.  xiv.  c.  8. 
L’Efprit  de  Loix,  1  xviii.  c.  5. 

b  The  candid  Reader  is  defired  to  carry  it  ever  in  his  Mind,  that  the  Attention  (hewn  to  or 
Ardour  exprefled  in  this  Work  for  promoting  the  Interefts  of  particular  Places,  does  not  proceed 
from  any  partial  Regard  to  them,  but  from  a  zealous  Defire  of  rendering  all  Parts  of  the  Britifh 
Dominions  conducive  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  which  they  are  refpeftively  capable,  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  Welfare  of  the  Britifh  Empire. 

c  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  PI.  i.  iii.  vi. 

d  If  we  had  ever  been  poffefled  of  a  tolerable  Hiftory  or  Defcription  of  thefe  Ifles,  they  would 
not  at  this  Day  have  been  in  this  Condition. 


have 
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have  derived  their  Knowledge  e.  If  we  had  the  Works  of  Pytheas  of  Mar- 
feilles who  exprefly  affirms  that  he  had  himfelf  vifited  all  the  Coafts  of 
Europe,  from  Cadiz  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Tanais  or  Dons,  we  fhould  be 
able  to  lpeak  with  greater  Certainty;  for  though  he  is  decried  by  Strabo 
as  a  falfe  and  fabulous  Writer11,  yet  Eratofthenes,  who  was  even  in  Strabo’s 
Opinion,  a  moft  learned  and  judicious  Geographer1',  had  a  very  different 
Opinion  of  him,  and  if,  as  has  been  before  hinted,  we  had  his  Writings,  they 
would  certainly  give  us  earlier  and  perhaps  better  Notions  of  the  State  in 
which  they  then  were,  than  can  be  collected  from  thofe  who  came  after  him. 
Diodorus  Siculus  k  fays  only,  that  there  were  many  Iflands  about  Britain. 
Strabo1  agrees  in  this,  but  being  prejudiced  againft  Pytheas,  rejects  all  that  he 
had  faid  concerning  them,  and  though  he  was  indifputably  a  very  learned 
and  able  Writer,  yet  as  he  exprefly  places  Ireland  to  the  North  of  Britain, 
and  argues  from  thence,  that  no  Country  could  be  habitable  that  lay  hill 
farther  North  than  that  Iflandm,  we  may  plainly  perceive  that  he  was  not 
infallible  in  his  Judgment,  and  that  what  Pytheas  faid,  concerning  Iflands 
to  the  North  of  Ireland,  might  be  worth  knowing;  notwithhanding  he, 
on  the  Principle  before-mentioned,  rejected  his  Teftimony.  Pomponius 
Melan,  a  very  accurate  and  judicious  Writer,  mentions  the  Orkneys,  and 
tells  us  they  were  thirty  in  Number,  with  narrow  Channels  between  them; 
but  he  fays  nothing  of  the  Weftern  Ifles.  Tacitus  alfo  is  filent  concern¬ 
ing  them,  though  he  gives  us  a  very  particular  Account  of  Agricola’s  di¬ 
recting  the  Roman  Fleet  to  pafs  round  the  whole  Ifland  of  Britain0,  when 
fleering  to  the  North  of  the  Orkneys,  he  fays  they  had  Sight  of  Thule,  by 
which  he,  as  well  as  Pytheas  of  Marfeilles,  mufl  have  meant  Shetland, 
though  what  the  Greeks  in  general  fay  of  that  Country  agrees  better  with 
Iceland  p.  Pliny  makes  the  Orkneys  forty,  and  the  Weftern  Iflands  which 

e  Strab.  Geograph,  lib.  xvi.  p,  757  et  feq.  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  v.  c.  12.  vii.  c.  56.  Pomp. 
Mela  de  fitu  Orbis,  lib.  i.  c.  12. 

£  This  Pytheas,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  learned  Voffius,  flourifhed  under  Ptolemy  Philadelphus, 
and  among!!:  other  Works  wrote  an  Account  of  Thule,  by  which  it  fhould  feem  he  meant  Shet¬ 
land,  and  though  at  firft  Sight,  more  efpecially  to  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  thofe  Iflands, 
the  few  Sentences  remaining  of  that  Work  appear  very  abfurd,  yet,  as  we  may  have  Occafion  to 
fhow,  they  contain  ill  told  Truths. 

S  Geog.  lib.  ii.  p.  104. 

h -Ibid.  lib.  i.  p.  63. 

i  Id.  ibid. 

k  Bibl.  Hitt.  lib.  v.  p.  209. 

I  Geogr.  lib.  iv.  p.  201. 

m  Geog.  lib.  ii.  p.  115.  iv.  p.  201. 

II  De  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  c.  6. 

0  In  vit.  Agricolae,  cap.  x. 

P  Strabo,  lib.  iv.  p.  201.  though  he  there  again  cenfures  Pytheas  as  a  fabulous  Writer,  jet 
admits  his  Accounts  of  tkefe  Northern  Countries  probable  enough. 

4  B  2  Be 
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he  calls  Hasbudes  thirty  q.  Solinus  reduces  them  to  five,  but  calls  them 
by  the  fame  Name.  Plutarch  mentions  them  in  general,  but  without  any 
particular  Denomination r.  Ptolemy  ftiles  them  /Pbudae,  and  names  five- 
of  them.  Orofiuss  isfilent  as  to  tllefe  Iflands,  though  he  fpeaks  of  the  Ork¬ 
neys  and  the  Ifle  of  Man.  There  might  be  feveral  Reafons  afiigned  why  the; 
Romans  were  no  better  acquainted  with  them,  but  it  is  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  they  lay  beyond  the  Limits  of  their  Provinces  in  Britain,  and' 
that  it  is  no  Wonder  they  did  not  conquer  thefe,  fince  for  any  Thing  that' 
appears,  though  they  might  have  it  in  Contemplation,  yet  they  never  actu¬ 
ally  attempted  Ireland  t. 

Solinus  is  the  only  Author  of  Antiquity  who  gives  any  Account  of 
their  Inhabitants11.  “  The  Iflands  called  Hasbudes,  fays  he,  are  five  in' 

Number,  the  Natives  of  which  unacquainted  with  Corn,  live  only  upon' 
“  Fifli  and  Milk.  They  are  all  governed, by  one  King,  for  though  fepa- 
61  rate  Iflands,  yet  they  are  only  divided  from  each  other  by  narrow 
“  Channels.  The  King  poflefles  nothing  of  his  own;  is  by  Law  con— 
“  {trained  to  govern  with  the  moft  exaCt  Juilice,  and  that  Avarice  may- 
“  not  incline  him  to  digrefs,  he  is  kept  within  Bounds  by.  his  Poverty; - 
**  infoinuch  that  he  is  allowed  to  have  nothing  that  he  can  efteetn  his  Pro- 
<f  perty,  but  in  all  Things  is  maintained  at  the  Public  Expence,  neither 
“  has  he  fo  much  as  a  Wife,  but  wherever  he  is,  he  takes  for  the  Time. 
“  the  Wife  of  one  of  his  Subjects,  fo  that  he  is  without  hope  of,  and  \ 
ii  confequently  can  have  no  Attention  to  Children.” 

This  fhews  not  only  that  thefe  Iflands  were  and  had  been  long  inha¬ 
bited,  but  feems  likewife  to  prove,  that  thofe  Inhabitants  had  at  fome. 
Time  or  other  felt,  and  were  therefore  willing  in  all  fucceeding  Times  to  » 
guard  againfl:  the  Power  of  Tyrants.  As  to  thofe  Writers  who  had  a  No¬ 
tion  that  thefe  were  the  Fortunate  Iflands,  the  Habitations  of  Heroes,  or- 
Receptacles  of  departed  Spirits,  they  are  not  worth  mentioning™.  Only 
this  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  idle  and  fabulous  as  they  are,  thefe 
Reports  feem  to  allude  rather  to  fertile  and  pleafant,  than  to  wild,  defert, 
and  inhofpitable  Countries,  and  feems  alfo  to  imply  a  certain  Knowledge 
of  their  being  inhabited,,  though  not  a  diflinCt  Knowledge  of  thofe  Inha° 
bitants. 


*  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  iv.  c.  i  <5. 

1  De  Oraculor.  Defert. 

*  Adrerfus  Paganos,  Hift.  lib.  i, 

1  Strab.  Geogr.  lib.  ii.  p.  72.  Tacit,  vit.  Agric.  C.  24.  Plin.  Nat.  Hifl.  lib.  iv.  e.  i<5. 
u  Polyhiftor.  cap.  xxv. 

w  Plutarch  de  Oracul.  Defert.  et  in  vita  Sertorii.  Ifagius  Tzetzes,  in  notis  fuis  ad  Lycophron. 
N-  Comitis  Mytholog.  lib.  iii.  p.  273. 


Who- 
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Whoever  the  People  were  who  dwelled  in  thefEbudas,  or  from  what¬ 
ever  Countries  they  originally  came,  we  know  that  they  were  very  early  * 
converted  to  the  Chriftian  Faith,  and  in  confequence  of  this  became,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Idea  of  thofe  Times,  a  civilized,  learned,  and  polifhed  Na¬ 
tion  x.  They  feem  to  have  been  ruled  by  their  own  Princes  or  Chiefs,  and 
dependant  upon  or  at  leaf!  clofely  connected  with  the  Monarchs  of  Scotland, 
to  whofe  Affiftance  in  Time  of  War  they  carried  their  Squadrons,  and  fome- 
times  debarked  their  Troops ;  received  and  educated  their  Youth  in  Time 
of  Peace  ;  and  in  cafe  of  civil  Diflentions,  or  fudden  Invafions,  the  too  fre¬ 
quent  Calamities  of  thofe  Ages,  afforded  their  Princes  and  Nobility  Shel¬ 
ter  y.  In  this  State,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Weftern  Idands  continued  from- 
the  Middle  of  the  fourth  till  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  eleventh  Century,- 
and  during  all  that  Space,  were  afiiduous  in  cultivating  their  Lands,  eredt-- 
ing  public  Edifices  of  different  Kinds,  improving  their  Filheries,  extend-- 
ing  their  Trade, ,  and  railing  and  {Lengthening  from  thence  their  naval 
Power In-  this  flourilhing  Situation,  through  fo  long  a  Period,  the 
People  grew  numerous,  their  Government  became  ftronger  and  better  con- 
ffituted,  their  Correfpondence  with  their  Neighbours  more  enlarged,  and, 
in  a  Word,  it  was  within  this  Period,  that  the  iEbudae  wore  a  more  favour¬ 
able  and  florid  Afpedt  than  ever  they  have  done  fince ;  from  their  being 
poflefied  by  a  Race  of  Men  robufi,  hardy,  and  induftrious,  acquainted  with 
Arts  as  well  as  Arms,  fincere  Lovers  of  their  Country,  and  this  Country 
likewife  then  enjoyed  feveral  natural  Advantages,  of  which,  tho’  perhaps 
not  irretrievably,  it-  is  deprived  at  prefent a. . 

It  is  indeed  true, -that  within  the  Conipafs  of  this  Period,  we  have  no 
diftindt  or  regular  Hiftory  of  thefe  Illands  or  their  Inhabitants  extant  b,  but 
notwithftanding  this,  how  furprizing  foever  that  may  feem,  the  Reality  of 
the  foregoing  Fads  may  be  fupported  by  probable,  which  in  a  Cafe  like 
this  muft  be  admitted  as  credible  Evidence  In  the  firft  Place  if  we  con- 
fider,  that  whether  Scotland  and  Ireland  were  peopled  from  Scandinavia  or 

x  In"  this  State  they  Were  found  by  St.  Coluim,  orColumba  and  his  Difciples,  who  preached  to 
them  the  Chridian  Faith,  as  to  which  their  authentic  Writings,  efpecially  the  Life  of  St.  Co- 
lumba  by  Adamnanus,  afford  the  cleareff  Evidence. 

y  Fordun.  Scotichronicon  iib.  iv.  c.  xxxix. 

1  See  what  has  been  already  faid  on  this  Subject,  in  the  la  ft  Section,  relative  to  the  ancient 
doui  idling  State  of  the  Kle  of  Man. 

a  The  Inhabitants  in  point  of  Stature,  Strength,  Genius,  Abilities,  and  Difpofition,  are  dill 
the  fame,  and  with  a  little  Encouragement  would  focn  redore  their  Country  to  its  former  Con-v 
dition. 

b  We  may  expeff  however  to  fee  this  Defeff  fuppliecj  by  the  Pen  of  an  ingenious  and  learned 
Perfon,  who  has  long  turned  his  Thoughts  to  this  SubjedV. 

c  The  Words  of®Authors  may  be  wreded,  their  Meanings  midaken,  or  their  Authority  qnef- 
Honed,  but  nothing  of  this  Sort  can  be  objected  as  to  Fads,  or  the  Arguments  grounded  upon 
them.'. 

from 
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from  Germany,  thefe  Iflands  lying  direftly  in  the  Way,  were  very  likely  to  be 
at  lead  as  early,  if  not  earlier  fettled,  than  either  and  this  addsfomewhat 
to  the  Credibility  of  thofe  Accounts  from  ancient  Writers  before  produced, 
which  aftert  that  they  actually  were  fo  fettled  e.  This  alfo  receives  addi¬ 
tional  and  no  inconfiderable  Countenance,  from  the  Annals  of  the  feveral 
Northern  Nations,  which  however  difcordant  in  other  Points,  agree  in  re- 
fpedb  to  this f.  The  fame  may  be  faid,  with  regard  to  the  Lives  of  thofe 
holy  Perfons,  who  planted  the  Chriftian  Faith  in  the  North  of  Britain,  in 
Ireland,  and  in  thefe  Klands,  by  which  are  meant  not  the  modern  legen¬ 
dary  Romances  of  thofe  Saints,  but  the  fober  and  authentic  Hiftories  of 
their  apoflolic  Labours,  penned  by  their  immediate  Difciples,  who  lived 
within  this  Period,  and  were  Eye-witneffes  of  what  they  relate  3.  To  thefe 
we  may  join  the  Saxon  and  Xrifli  Chronicles,  with  that  of  the  Ifle  of  Man  K 
The  ancient  Hiftories,  and  the  few  remaining  Annals  of  the  Scots  Ab- 
bies  1  concur  with  thefe,  as  do  alfo  thofe  inconteftible  Events  in  reference 
to  Scots  Affairs  hereafter  mentioned,  from  Authors  of  different  Countries, 
which  from  their  Confequences  are  placed  beyond  Doubt  or  Sufpicion  K 
But  if  we  may  fubjoin  to  thefe,  that  Kind  of  indelible  and  incorruptible 
Teftimony,  which  arifes  from  the  Remains  of  Heathen  Temples  in  fome 
Places1,  Ruins  of  ftately  Works  in  others,  ftrong  Walls  and  Fences  arti¬ 
ficially  conftructed,  ftiil  tho’  rarely  to  be  feen,  as  having  been  long  Time 
fwallowed  up  by  the  Sea  m,  innumerable  Forts  almoft  every  where  n,  and 
decayed  Chapels,  the  Dedications  of  which  preferved  by  uniform  and  in¬ 
variable  Traditions,  which  as  well  as  their  Materials  and  Conftrudtion,  all 
refer  to  thefe  Times0,  with  a  Multitude  of  other  Circumftances,  not  lefs 

d  Sax.  Gram.  Hi  ft.  Dan.  lib.  ii.  Lyfchander  Genealog.  Reg.  Dan.  p.  322.  Langhorn.  Antiquit. 
Albion,  p.  309.  Stillingfleet  Orig  Britan,  p.  245. 

e  Pytheas  Maffilienfis  ap.  Strab.  lib.  i.  p.  63.  Plutarch,  de  Oraculor.  Deleft.  Solin.  Polyhift. 
cap.  xxv. 

f  Olaus  Magnus,  Pontanus,  Torfseus. 

S  Adamnani  Vita  S  Columb.  Vita  S.  Gildse  in  Aftis  Benediftinis,  Vita  S.Niniani  per  Eldradum. 

h  Beda,  Chron.Sax.  A1  tired.  Be  verb  O  Flaherty  Ogygia.  Chron.  Mannias  ap.  Camdeni  Britan. 

1  Chron.  deMailrof.  Forduni  Scotichron.  Liber  Pafletenfis. 

Such  as  granting  J  Coluim  Kil,  i.  e.  Infula  SecelTus  Columbia,  to  that  Saint  and  his  Monks, 
their  making  this  Monaftery  their  royal  Bu rying- place ;  the  inftituting  a  great  Officer,  whole  Title 
was  Infularum  Senefchallus,  Marffial  of  the  Ifles,  or  rather  Steward,  all  Circumftances  fliewing 
the  Importance  of  thefe  Countries,  and  their  Dependance  on  the  Crown  of  Scotland. 

1  Martin’s  Weftern  Hands,  p.  9.  where  he  defcribesa  large  Temple  of  the  Druids  in  the  Ifteof 
Lewis.  Rowland’s  Mona  Antiqua  reftaurata,  p.  336. 

151  On  the  Weft  Side  of  Lewis  Remains  are  feen  of  Walls,  Dwellings,  &c. 

n  Fordan.  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.’ 

0  Such  as  St.  Flannan,  in  an  Illand  of  the  fame  Name  :  St.  Ronan,  in  Rona  ;  St.  Tarrani,  in 
Tarans-ay;  St.  Ulton,  in  Valay  ;  St.  Barr,  in  Kifrnul;  St.  Columb,  in  Iomy  St.  Ouran,  in  the 
fame  Ifle ;  St.  Dounan  and  St.  Katherine  in  the  He  of  Egg,  and  many  others. 

ftrong 
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flrong  than  thefe,  which  might  be  mentioned  p,  the  Proofs  to  every  candid 
Reader,  will  appear  conclufive. - But  to  proceed, 

Duncan  King  of  Scots,  being  about  the  Middle  of  the  eleventh  Cen¬ 
tury  murdered  by  his  Coufln  Macbeth  V  who  thereupon  ufurped  the 
Throne,  the  two  Sons  of  the  deceafed  King  fled,  the  eldeft  into  England, 
and  the  youngeft,  according  to  a  Cuftom  already  mentioned,  to  fome  of 
his-Father’s  Relations  in  the  Weftern  Ifles r.  Siward  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  by  the  Command  of  Edward  the  Confeflor,  reftored  Malcolm  Ken- 
more,  the  eldeft  Son  of  King  Duncan,  to  his  Father’s  Dominions5.  He 
governed  Scotland  with  great  Reputation  upwards  of  thirty-fix  Years K  He 
and  his  eldeft  Son  Edward  being  flam  in  Northumberland,  Donald  Bane, 
i.  e.  the  White,  his  younger  Brother,  returned  with  a  confiderable  Force 
out  of  the  Ifles,  and  ufurped  the  Kingdom11.  Duncan,  a  natural  Son  of 
King  Malcom,  drove  him  out,  and  affirmed  the  regal  Title.  But  Donakl 
Bane  procuring  his  Murder,  feated  himfelf  once  more  in  the  Throne,  fa- 
crificing,  as  the  Scots  Hiftorians  affirm,  the  Weftern  Tflands  to  Magnus 
King  of  Norway,  for  his  Affiftance,  which  rendered  him  odious  to  the  Na¬ 
tion  w.  This  however  is  certain,  that  A.  D.  1098  King  Magnus,  with  a 
potent  naval  Armament,  attacked  thefe  Blands*.  The  firfl  Fury  of  his 
cruel  Irruption  fell  upon  Lewis ;  which  fubdued,  he  fleered  for  Sky,  which 
large  and  then  well  inhabited  Ifland  alfo  fubmitting,  he  took  there  fuch  a 
Quantity  of  Cattle  as  fufficed  to  revidtual  his  Fleet.  He  next  reduced  Ter- 
viffc  and  Ivifl,  afterwards  Mull  and  all  the  Northern  Ifles.  Then  proceed¬ 
ing  South,  he  fpent  fome  Time  in  pillaging  Ila,  burning  their  Dwellings, 
deflroying  the  Inhabitants,  and  laying  every  Thing  wafte  where  he  came. 
The  wretched  People,  flying  as  they  could,  endeavoured  to  take  Shelter 
fome  in  Cantire,  others  in  Ireland,  Magnus  purfuing  them,  carried  Fire 
and  Sword  into  both  Countries,  and  after  ravaging  their  Coafls,  fubdued 

p  As  for  Inflance,  their  numerous  holy  Wells,  dedicated  to  thofe  Saints,  mentioned  by  Beda-. 
and  the  Saxon  as  well  as  the  Scots  and  Ir ifh  Chronicles.  The  Songs  of  their  old  Bards,  fupported 
by  the  Names  of  Mountain?,  Rivers,  Rocks,  See.  with  the  Memoirs  of  their  ancient  Families,, 
whofe  Pofleffions  and  Pretenfions  afford  inconteflible  Marks  of  their  Authenticity. 

‘i  He  was  Grandfon  to  King  Malcolm  by  his  only  Child  Beatrix  whoefpoufed  Crynin,  Abthane 
or  Steward  of  the  Ifles.  Scotichron,  lib.  iv.  c.  39. 

r  Chron.  de  Mailros,  p.  156.  Fordun.  Scotichron.  lib.  iv.  c.  45.  Boeth.  Scot.  Hifl.  iib.  xii. 
fol.  2  50.  a. 

s  Chron.de  Mailros,  p.  158.  Simeon  Dunelmenf.  ap.  x.  Script,  col.  187.  W.  Malmefb.  ce. 
geft.  R  eg.  Anglor.  lib.  ii.  p.  79. 

*  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  199.  J.  Major  de  gefl.  Scotorum,  lib.  Hi.  c.  8.  Boeth.  Scot.  Hifl.  iib.  xih 
fol.  260.  a. 

u  Fordun.  Scotichron.  lib.  v.  c.  21. 

w  J.  Major  de  gefl.  Scotor.  lib.  iii.  c.  9.  Heft.  Boeth.  Scot.  Hifl.  lib.  xii.  fob  261 .  a. 

x  Chron.  de  Mailros,  p.  162.  Simeon  Dunelm.  Hifl.  apud  x.  Script,  col.  223.  Oderic  Vital. 
Hifl.  EeclcflaA.  lib.x. 

the; 
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the  Ifie  of  Man,  and  made  an  Attempt  upon  Anglefey,  as  has  been  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  7.  We  have  not  the  foregoing  Particulars  relative  to  this 
Expedition  from  Britifh  or  Irifh  Hiftorians,  whofe  Veracity  might  be  fu- 
fpedted,  but  from  the  Poems  of  two  Norwegian  Bards,  who,  according  to 
the  Cuftom  of  that  Age,  attended  King  Magnus  onPurpofe  to  record  his 
Triumphs  z.  It  may  leern  ftrange  that  he  met  with  no  Refinance  from  the 
Scots,  but  the  Wonder  will  ceafe  when  we  confider,  the  Collufion  between 
Magnus  and  Donald  Bane  gave  Rife  .to  this  Expedition,  and  that  Edgar 
the  Son  of  Malcolm  Kenmore,  afhfted  by  a  fmall  Body  of  Englifh  Troops, 
under  the  Command  of  his  Uncle  by  the  Mother  Side  Edgar  Atheling,  at 
this  very  Jundtu re  entered  Scotland,  and  defeating  and  making  Priloner 
the  Ufurper,  refeated  himfelf  on  the  Throne  of  his  Anceftors,  fo  that  a 
Nation  thus  occupied  at  home  had  no  Leifure  to  look  toiler  Affairs  abroad, 
however  important 

The  Manner  in  which  the  Inhabitants  were  treated  at  the  Time  the 
Weftern  Iflands  were  reduced  by  King  Magnus  is  fufficiently  charadteridic 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Norwegian  Government.  Where  the  People  patiently 
fhbmitted'.to  a  fuperior  Force,  they  were  plundered  of  all  they  pofTefled;  their 
Dwellings  deftre.yed,  and  themfelves  exterminated,  where  they  made  any 
Relidance  V  Under  fuck  Mahers,  not  only  every  Species  of  Art  and  In¬ 
ti  uhry  decayed,  but  even  the  Memory  of  pah  Improvements  was  in  Time 
buried  in  Oblivion.  Perlons  of  the  bed  Condition  retired  immediately  with 
luch  Effedts  as  they  could  withdraw,  and  they  were  gradually  followed  by 
thofe,  who  being  accuftomed  to  a  civilized  Mode  of  Life,  had  no  Relifh  for 
•  .the  Manners  newly  introduced,  and  were  befides  capable  of  acquiring  a 
Subfiftance  in  other  Countries  c.  Agriculture,  which  had  been  carried  to 
a  confiderable  Height,  became  negledted,  for  very  few  would  chufe  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  Soil,  where,  from  repeated  Debarkations  of  Invaders,  they  dii- 
cerned  little  or  no  Security  of  reaping  the  Fruits  of  their  Labours  This 
Decay  of  Hufbandry  was  followed  by  thinning  the  Numbers,  and  fpoiling 

y  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,  Vol.  I.  p.  <28. 

x  Torfseus  Hid.  Nor.  P.  iii.  cap.  4.  p.  421.  The  Names  of  the  two  Norwegian  Bards,  whofe 
Songs  of  this  Expedition  have  been  tranfcribed  imo  their  Hiflories,  were  Biornus  .Curvlmanus  and 
.  Thorkell  Hamarfkiotd,  which  alfo  {hews  the  Authority  of  thefe  poetic  .Chronicles,  which  were 
beyond  all  Doubt  the  mod  ancient  Records  of  the  Northern  Nations. 

a  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  206.  Eordun.  Scctichron.  lib.  v.  cap.  25.  Major  de  Geflis  Scotorum, 
Jib.  iii.  cap.  9. 

b  Rerum  Orqadenfium  Hidoria,  lib.  i.  cap.  17.  p.  71. 

c  So  the  Norwegian  Bards  before  mentioned  exprefly  inform  us. 

d  The  ingenious  Mr.  Lille,  in  his  Obfervations  on  Hufbandry,  one  of  the  bed  Books  in  our 
Language,  Yol.  i.  p.  73.'  having  defcribed  a  very  commodious  Plow  (borrowed  from  the  Romans) 
dill  employ’d  amongfl  the. Inhabitants  of  the  Ille  of  Harries,  breaks  out  into  this  Exclamation,  “  I 
wonder  thefe  barbarous  Iflanders  fhould  have  it  in  Ufe,  and  not  we  in  England !” 

the 
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the  Breed  of  their  Horfes  and  Cattle.  Their  Habitations  from  Houfes 
dwindled  to  Hovels,  their  Churches  and  Chapels  mouldered  into  Ruins, 
their  Fortredes  were  left  a  Prey  to  Wind  and  Weather,  and  little  Watch 
Towers  in  their  Stead  erected  round  the  Coads,  from  whence  in  cafe  of 
Defcents,  Signals  by  lighting  Fires  might  be  given  e.  Vedels  were  feldom 
employed,  as  in  Times  pad:,  either  in  fiihing  or  in  Commerce,  but  in  con¬ 
tinual  Defcents  on  the  neighbouring  Countries  or  other  piratical  Expedi¬ 
tions,  by  which  they  provoked  frequent  Invafions  {.  Mold  of  their  Clergy 
and  Monks  went  either  to  Scotland  or  Ireland  to  their  former  Pupils,  and 
indead  of  receiving,  as  in  Times  pad:,  the  Youth  of  thofe  Countries  for 
Indru<dion  and  Education  in  their  Monaderies,  thefe  Ides  grew  to  be  the 
Receptacle  of  Outlaws  and  Malecontents  from  all  the  Northern  Kingdoms, 
and  of  courfe  their  former  mild  and  equitable  Mode  of  Rule  was  utterly 
lubverted,  a  Number  of  petty  Tyrants  darted  up,  who  maintained  them- 
felves  by  Violence  and  Rapines.  Thus  in  the  Space  of  fomewhat  lefs  than 
two  hundred  Years,  a  total  Revolution  happened  in  the  Manners  of  the 
Nation,  and,  in  confequence  of  that,  as  total  a  Change  in  the  Face  of  the 
Country 11 . 

» 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  Scots  Nation  were  extremely  fenfible  of 
this  Diminution  of  their  Power  and  Credit,  by  the  Lofs  of  thefe  Ides ;  and 
tho’  they  had  a  Succefiion  of  five  Monarchs,  none  of  them  deficient  either 
in  Courage  or  Abilities,  and  fome  highly  extolled  for  both,  yet  they  were 
not  recovered,  and  indeed  no  great  Efforts  made  towards  it,  the^Reafons 
of  which,  from  their  own  compared  with  the  Hidories  of  neighbouring 
Countries  may  be  very  eafily  collected.  In  the  fird  Place  the  Kingdom 
was  very  often  in  fuch  Confufion  as  required  much  Prudence  in  enadting 
Laws,  and  no  fmall  Application  in  getting  thofe  Laws  carried  into  Execu¬ 
tion  k  There  were  frequent  Confpiracies  againd  the  Perfons  of  lome  of 
thefe  Kings,  which,  tho’  detected  and  defeated,  were  attended  with  a  great 
deal  of  Perplexity  and  Trouble  L  The  Difputes  and  Wars  which  they  em¬ 
barked  in  againd  the  Kings  of  England,  and  the  many  Journies  they  made 


e  The  Danes  erefted  the  very  fame  Kind  of  Towers,  wherever  they  became  Mailers  in  Ireland, 
of  which  there  are  large  Accounts  in  the  Englilh  Tranflation  of  Sir  James  Ware’s  Antiquities  of 
that  Ifland,  but  thefe  differ  much  from  the  Fortieses  erected  in  earlier  Times,  and  by  more  civi¬ 
lized  and  more  induftrious  Inhabitants. 

i  Fordun.  Scotichron.  fol.  153.  a.  Heft.  Boeth.  Scot.  Hill.  lib.  xiii.  fob  284.  Major  deGelt. 
Scot.  lib.  iv.  cap.  6. 

s  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hill.  lib.  xiii.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scotic.  Hill,  lib.vii.  Rer.  Oread.  Hilt.  lib.  ii.  p.  161. 
h  Compare,  as  far  as  they  can  be  compared,  the  Accounts  given  of  thefe  People  before  and  after 
the  Norwegian  Conqueft. 

i  Fordun  Scotichron.  fol.  155.  b.  Lefl.  de  Gefl.  Scotor.  lib.  vi.  p.  219,  220.  Buchanan.  Rer. 
Scotic.  Hift.  lib.  vii. 

k  Chron.  de  Mailrofs,  p.  173,  183,  185,  189,  190,  193,  203.  Boeth.  Major.  Lefl.  Buchan. 
Vo l.  I.  4  C  thither, 
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thither,  and  their  Voyages  into  France,  occupied  them  not  a  little  h  Bc- 
fides,  the  Norwegians  being  in  Poffeffion  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  as  well 
as  the  W eflern  Iflands,  abided  their  rebellious  Subjects,  and  in  their  Sup¬ 
port  made  many  Defcents  on  both  the  Weil  and  Eaft  Sides,  and  were  almoff 
continually  committing  Depredations  on  the  Coalts  m.  Add  to  all  thefe, 
the  Want  of  a  naval  Force,  which  as  in  a  great  Meafure  occafioned  by  be¬ 
ing  deprived  of  thefe  Hies,  fo  from  this  Defebt  arofe  the  little  Hope  of  re¬ 
covering  them.  By  flow  Degrees  however,  principally  by  a  Uriel  Regard 
to  Juftice,  encouraging  Induftry,  and  giving  all  the  Countenance  poilible 
to  Commerce,  a  maritime  Strength  was  at  length  railed.  This  encouraged- 
Alexander  II.  to  demand  the  Reftitution  of  the  Ebudae,  as  taken  without 
Right  from  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  and  Hill  unjuftly  and  injurioufly  de¬ 
tained  ».  Plaquin,  wha  in  the  Latin  Chronicles  is  called  Acho  or  Hacus,. 
King  of  Norway,  rejected  this  Demand,  neither  would  he  liflen  to  an 
Overture  made  him,  of  receiving  for  this  Reftitution  a  Compenfation  in 
Money.  This  abfolute  and  peremptory  Refulal  determined  Alexander  to 
have  Recourfe  to  Arms,  tho’  he  knew  in  a  Difpute  at  Sea  his  Force  was 
much  inferior  to  that  of  his  Enemy.  Flow  he  might  have  fucceeded  in 
this  arduous  Undertaking  cannot  be  determined,  but  it  is  certain  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  boldly  and  yet  with  Prudence.  Before  he  could  effebt  any  Thing 
decilive,  he  was  feized  with  a  Fever,  of  which  he  died  in  the  Bland  of 
Bernera 

Alexander  II.  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  of  the  fame  Name,  a  Child  of 
eight  Years  old,  in  whofe  Minority  the  public  Affairs  were  much  neglebted.. 
In  this  Space,  Haquin  King  of  Norway  neglected  nothing  that  could  tend 
to  fecure  the  Blands  which  he  poffeffed.  He  fent  for  their  Princes  to,  and 
careffed  them  in  his  Court,  granted  them  many  Favours,  encouraged  them 
in  equipping  Squadrons  and  augmented  his  own  Fleet,  that  he  might  be 
in  a  Condition  to  meet  his  Enemies  whenever  they  appeared  p.  Alexander 
the  Third,  as  foon  as  he  was  of  Age,  took  the  molt  effectual  Meafures  in 
his  Power  to  vindicate  his  Right  to  thefe  Blands,  and  to  revenge  his  Fa¬ 
ther's  Death.  With  this  View,  he  fent  a  ftrong  Squadron  under  the  Conx- 

1  Chron.  de Mailrofs,  173,  183,  185,  18.9,  190,  193,  203. 

m  Boeth.  Scot.  Hill.  lib.  xiii.  Buchan.  Rerum  Scotic.  Hilt.  lib.  vii.  Rerum  Oread.  Hilt,  lib 4 

i.  cap.  38. 

n  Boeth.  Scot.  Hilt,  ubi  fupra.  Hilt.  Oread,  lib.  ii.  p.  163. 

0  Chron.  de  Mailrofs,  p.  219.  where,  from  the  Infcription  on  this  Monarch’s  Tomb,  it  is. 
called  Cerfurei.  Fordun.  Scotichron.  fol.  161,  162.  we  find  Kernerey.  Chron.  Manniae  A.  D. 
1249  ca^s  lt  Karwary.  So  it  Hands  in  the  Danilh  Hiltories.  But  from  a  Charter  of  Confirma¬ 
tion  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  it  appears  to  have  been  Bernera,  a  fmall  Illand  between  North  UilP 
and  Harries. 

p  Chron.  de  Mailrofs,  p.  200,  221,  222.  Major,  de  Reb.  Gelt.  Scot.  lib.  iv.  Buchanan. 
Rer,  Scot.  Hilt.  lib.  vii. 

mand 
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mand  of  the  Earl  of  Rofs,  to  reduce  the  fmaller  Ifles  <1.  The  News  of 
this  obliged  Haquin  V.  King  of  Norway  to  haAen  his  Preparation,  to  p re¬ 
fer  ve  what  were  Aill  and  had  been  fo  long  his  AnceAors  and  his  PoffefTions. 
In  the  Summer  A.  D.  1263  he  failed  wflth  fome  flout  Ships  to  Shetland, 
and  from  thence  to  Orkney,  where  his  whole  Fleet  was  to  aAemble.  As 
foon  as  his  Squadron  had  joined,  he  ravaged  Cantire  ;  and  having  provided 
for  making  a  Diverfion  in  the  North,  by  an  Invafion  in  Caithnefs,  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  his  Fleet  to  attack  the  Ifles  of  Arran  and  Bute,  which  he  quicklv 
reduced.  Thus  far  Succefs  attended  him,  and  the  Scots  inAead  of  reco¬ 
vering  the  Iflands  which  they  had  loft,  feemed  in  no  fmall  Danger  of 
being  deprived  of  the  very  few  they  had  left.  But  Haquin  debarking  twenty 
thouland  Men  on  the  Continent,  was  totally  defeated  in  the  memorable 
Battle  of  Larges,  fought  on  the  firA  of  AuguA,  with  the  Slaughter  of  two 
thirds  of  his  Forces  by  the  Army  of  the  King  of  Scots,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
tired  haflily  to  his  Ships,  and  thefe  being  diflipated  by  a  Storm,  and  many 
of  them  deAroyed,  he  returned  with  the  fhattered  Remains  of  his  Fleet  to 
the  Orkneys,  and  there,  after  a  few  Days  Sicknefs,  expired  r.  Alexander 
did  not  let  fo  favourable  an  Opportunity  (lip  away  unufed.  The  naval  Force 
that  was  infufficient  to  difpute  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  with  the  Nor¬ 
wegians,  was  powerful  enough  to  reduce  the  Ifle  of  Man,  fo  that  its  King 
became  tributary  to  Alexander.  But  taught  by  the  Fate  of  Haquin  the 
great  Incertainty  of  War,  he  had  again  very  wifely  Recourfe  to  Negotiation 
with  Magnus  King  of  Norway,  Son  to  Plaquin,  with  whom  at  length  he 
concluded  a  Treaty  in  A.  D.  1266,  by  which  he  recovered  Man  and  all  the 
Iflands  (thofe  of  Orkney  and  Shetland  excepted)  paying  to  Magnus  four 
thoufand  Marks  Sterling  in  four  Years,  and  an  Annuity  of  one  hundred 
Marks  Sterling,  on  the  FeaA  of  St.  John  the  BaptiA  yearly;  which  Treaty 
was  folemnly  ratified  by  both  Kings  Magnus  IV.  and  Alexander  III s.  and 
they  lived  afterwards  in  fuch  Union,  that  the  latter  befiowed  in  Marriage 
his  Daughter,  the  Princefs  Margaret,  on  the  Son  of  the  former,  who  had 
by  her  an  only  Daughter,  called  alfo  Margaret,  Ailed  the  Maid  of  Nor¬ 
way,  and  who  by  the  Death  of  her  Grandfather  without  Iflue,  became  (but 
fhefurvived  not  long)  the  indifputed  Heirefs  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland  r. 

I  ’  ' ■  .  >  ,  -V 

^  Hid.  Oread,  lib.  ii.  p.  165.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  of  this  Expedition  (in  which  the  Ifles 
were  cruelly  fpoiled)  there  is  not  the  lead  Mention  made  by  any  Scots  Hidorian. 

r  Fordun.  Scotichron.  fol.  164,  165.  Chron.  de  Mailrofs,  p.  229.  Chron.  Manniae,  A.  D. 
.1:260.  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hid.  lib.  xiii.  p.  288,  289.  Hid.  Oread,  lib.  ii.  p.  165  175. 

s  The  original  Treaty  is  dill  preferved  in  the  Archives  of  the  Crown  of  Denmaik.  See  .alfo, 
Fordun.  Scotichron.  fol.  164,  165.  Skene  deVerborum  Significatione,  under  the  Word  Annuell. 
Hid.  Oread,  p.  171,  198. 

*  Fordun.  Scotichron,  fol.  168.  J.  Major  de  Reb.  Ged.  Scot,  lib.  iv.  fol.  68.  a.  Boeth.  Scot. 
Hid.  lib.  xiii. 
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The  Iflands  during  the  Remainder  of  the  Reign  of  Alexander  III.  a 
wife  and  juft  Prince,  attentive  to  Commerce,  and  folicitous  about  a  Naval 
Power,  began  again  to  thrive,  and  their  Inhabitants  recovering  from  their 
Misfortunes,  affiduoufly  applied  to  cultivate  the  Arts  of  Peace.  But  in 
lefs  than  twenty  Years,  the  Scene  was  again  changed  entirely,  by  the  pre¬ 
mature  Death  of  that  Monarch,  and  the  Troubles  that  followed  itu.  This 
gave  the  Chiefs,  through  all  the  Ifles,  an  Opportunity  to  fet  up  for  them- 
felves,  and  Quarrels  arifing  amongft  them,  they  harraffed  and  deflroyed 
each  other’s  Countries,  and  thereby  fpread  farther  and  wider  that  Defla¬ 
tion  which  was  but  too  general  before w.  However  in  thofe  Ifles  King 
Robert  Bruce  found  Shelter  in  his  greateft  Diftrefs,  which  gave  him  fo  true 
a  Senfe  of  their  Importance,  that  as  foon  as  he  could  bring  his  Affairs  into 
fome  Order,  he  took  care  to  fecure  the  Title  to  them,  by  renewing  Anno 
Domini  1312,  with  Haquin  V.  King  of  Norway,  the  Treaty  of  Ceffion, 
made  between  Magnus  IV".  and  Alexander  III.  their  refpedtive  Predecef- 
fors,  at  his  Court  in  Invernefsx.  He  alfo  kept* up  a  Fleet,  fhewed  Kind- 
nefs  to  fome  of  their  Chiefs,  and  amongft  other  Points  in  his  Political 
Teftament,  this  was  one,  that  his  Succeffors  flhould  coniider  the  Weftern 
Ifles,  when  properly  improved  and  w7ell  managed,  as  highly  advantageous, 
or  if  in  bad  Hands  exceedingly  dangerous  to  their  Realm,  and  for  this  Rea- 
fon,  Ihould  never  trull  the  Government  of  them  to  a  Angle  Perfonv.  But 
the  Example  he  fet,  in  demolifhing  the  Fortreffes  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  after 
he  recovered  it  out  of  the  Hands  of  Edward  I.  had  a  bad  Efledt,  for  being 
followed  by  his  Succeffors,  it  left  the  Iflands  naked  and  defencelefs,  which 
difcouraged  Induffry,  and  made  way  for  general  Indigence.  The  detach¬ 
ing  thefe  Countries  from  the  Sovereignty  of  Norway  fo  lellened  the  Naval 
Power  of  that  Crown,  as  to  give  great  Eale  to  its  Neighbours,  and  this 
fell  out  too  at  a  very  critical  Conjuncture,  for  if  Alexander  III.  had  not 
re-annexed,  and  re-annexed  them  as  he  did,  not  by  Conqueft  but  by  Pur- 
chafe,  the  Scots,  in  the  diftreffed  and  diftraCted  Condition  to  which  they 
were  reduced  by  domeffic  Diffentions  and  repeated  Invaflons,  could  never 
have  withflood  a  Norwegian  Fleet  and  Army,  though  inferior  in  Strength 
to  thofe  they  had  formerly  (though  fometimes  not  without  great  Difficulty) 
defeated2'.  It  was  no  Queftion  a  juft  Senfe  of  this  engaged  King  Robert 


u  Boeth.  Scot.  Hilt.  lib.  xiv.  Leflad  de  Rebus  Geltis  Scotor.  lib.  vi.  Buchanan.  Remm  Scot- 
Hilt.  lib.  viii. 

w  As  a  linking  Inltance  of  this  we  find  the  following  Paflage  in  the  Norwegian  Annals  A.  D. 
1301.  One  Lokuland,  at  this  Time  infelted  the  weltern  Ifies,  who  put  to  Death  his  adopted’ 
Brother  John,  and  flew  befides  4000  Perfons,  and  3000  Children  of  both  Sexes  ! 

x  Hilt.  Oread,  lib.  ii.  p.  172,  173.  Skene,  de  verborum  Significatione,  as  before  cited. 
y  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hilt.  lib.  xiv.  Lcll.  de  Reb.  Gelt.  Scot.  lib.  vi.  p.  249.  Buchanan. 

Rerum  Scotic.  Hilt.  lib.  viii. 

z  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hilt.  lib.  xi.  fol.  229,  243.  lib.  xiii.  p.  289,  Lell.  de  Rebus  Gelt.  Scotor* 
lib.  v.  p.  196,  197,  203.  Chron.  de  Mailrofs,  p.  225. 

5  Bruce 
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Bruce  to  renew  the  Treaty  with  King  Magnus,  and  it  is  not  impoffible, 
that  his  Demolition  of  the  Fortreffes  might  be  to  render  the  Ides  lefs  te¬ 
nable  by  the  Norwegians,  in  cafe  they  retook  them. 

After  the  Demife  of  King  Robert,  who  left  his  Dominions  to  his  Son 
David,  then  in  his  Minority,  there  followed  a  new  Scene  of  Trouble  and 
Confufion,  which  lafted  near  a  Century.  In  this  Space,  the  great  Men  in 
different  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  eredfed  their  Lands  into  a  kind  of  Princi¬ 
palities,  in  which  they  governed  according  to  their  own  Humours,  and 
feldom  agreeing  amongff  themfelves,  inffead  of  having  Recourfe  to  the 
Laws,  took  up  Arms  againff  each  other,  and  thus  every  little  Quarrel  was 
decided  by  the  Sword.  It  may  be  eafily  conceived  what  dreadful  Effedts 
th  is  produced  in  the  Manners  of  the  People,  and  in  the  State  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  a.  But  thele  fad  Diforders,  as  they  no  where  rofe  to  a  greater  Height, 
•fo  they  no  where  produced  greater  Calamities,  than  in  thefe  Weffern  Iiles. 
The  principal  Perfon  here  was  the  Chief  of  the  potent  Fc.mily  of  Mac¬ 
donald,  who  in  fupport  of  his  Claim  to  the  Earldom  of  Rofs,  debarked 
many  thoufand  Men  in  that  Country,  and  was  defeated  with  much  Diffi¬ 
culty  and  great  Lofs  on  both  Sides,  under  the  Regency  of  the  Duke  of 
Albany  b.  James  I.  on  his  Return  from  his  Captivity  in  England,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  bring  the  Affairs  of  his  Dominions  into  good  Order,  met  with 
great  Obftrudtions  from  this  Family,  whom  he  fometimes  treated  with 
Clemency  and  fometimes  with  Rigours  But  to  facilitate  the  bringing  all 
Things  in  thefe  Parts  into  a  regular  and  peaceable  Condition,  the  King- 
very  prudently  determined  to  renew  the  Treaty  with  the  Crown  of  Nor¬ 
way,  which  was  done  accordingly  July  29,  1426,  and  the  Arrears  of  the 
annual  Penfion  referved  on  account  of  the  Troubles  and  expenffve  Wars  in 
which  the  Crown  of  Scotland  had  been  engaged,  were  for  the  Prefervation 
of  Peace  and  a  good  Correfpondence  between  the  two  Crowns  remitted^. 
After  this,  the  King  applied  himfelf  with  indefatigable  Diligence  to  the 
Care  of  public  Affairs,  and  to  removing  thofe  innumerable  Diforders  which, 
through  the  long  Relaxation  of  the  Government,  overfpread  the  whole 
Kingdom.  So  difficult  a  Tafk  as  this  required,  though  purfued  with  the 
utmoff;  Ardour,  a  long  Courfe  of  Time.  In  the  Space  of  eleven  Years 
however.  King  James  made  fo  great  a  Progrefs,  that  there  was  the  glo~ 

1 

*  Major,  de  Geft.  Scotor.  lib.  v.  vi.  Lefl.  de  Rebus  Gefh  Scotor.  lib.  vii,  Buchanan.  Rer. 
Scot.  Lift.  lib.  x. 

b  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hift.  lib.  xvi.  fol.  341.  Lefl.  de  Rebus  Gefh  Scotor.  lib.  vii.  p.  268,  269. 
Buchanan.  Rer.  Scot.  Hilt.  lib.  x. 

c  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hilt.  lib.  xvii.  fol.  347.  Major,  lib.  vi.  fol.  142.  Lefl.  deReb.  Gefl.  Scotor, 
lib.  vii.  p.  273. 

d  Hift.  Oread,  lib.  ii.  p.  182.  Skene  takes  not  the  leafl:  Notice  of  this,  or  indeed  any  of  the 
Scots  Iiiflorians. 
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nous  Profpecft  before  him  of  a  regular  and  well  fettled  State,  when  by  a 
Confpiracy  of  Malecontents,  whom  by  his  ftricft  Juflice  and  upright  Con¬ 
duit  he  had  provoked,  he  was  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age  cruelly  murdered 
in  his  Palace6. 

In  the  Courfe  of  the  Minority  of  James  II.  the  Kingdom  was  again  torn 
by  inteftine  Diffentions,  in  which  the  People  of  the  Tiles,  intent,  as  ufual, 
on  Rapine,  had  their  full  Share,  and  landing  with  a  great  Force  on  the  Weft 
Side  of  Scotland,  and  ravaging  a  great  Trad;  of  Country,  committed  mod 
inhuman  Barbarities.  The  King,  when  he  affumed  the  Government  into 
his  own  Hands,  did  all  he  could  to  reprefs  thefe  Diforders,  and  to  reftore 
Peace  throughout  his  Dominions  k  In  Oppofition  to  this,  and  to  fupport 
their  own  Greatnefs,  the  ambitious  Earl  of  Douglas,  and  the  Lord  of  the 
Ifles,  with  other  potent  Lords,  entered  into  a  folemn  League,  and  in  Con- 
fequence  of  this,  the  Earl  of  Douglas  was  to  take  Arms,  in  order  to  reduce 
the  South,  and  the  Lord  of  the  Lies  the  North  Part  of  the  Kingdoms. 
But  in  this  Attempt  they  failed,  and  after  a  long  Contention  and  much 
Bloodfhed  on  both  Sides,  the  Lord  of  the  Lies  was  forced  to  have  Re- 
courfe  to  the  Royal  Clemency,  which  he  obtained,  and  fo  long  as  the  King 
lived  behaved  afterwards  as  became  a  good  Subje&K  It  was  towards  the 
Clole  of  this  Monarch’s  Reign,  that  by  the  Interpofition  of  the  Crown  of 
France,  the  Difputes  with  Chriftian  I.  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  in 
relation  to  Arrears  of  the  Annuity  payable  for  the  weftern  Lies,  were  pre¬ 
vented  from  breaking  out  into  a  War,  and  an  Expedient  propofed,  to  put 
a  final  End  to  thefe  Altercations,  by  marrying  the  Daughter  of  King  Chi  if- 
tian  to  the  young  Prince  of  Scotland :.  But  before  this  Treaty  could  be 
concluded,  King  James  was  unfortunately  ilain  at  the  Siege  of  Roxbo- 
rough,  Auguft  the  3d  1460L  One  of  the  firft  finifter  Events  in  the 
Minority  of  James  III.  was  a  new  Rebellion  of  this  Lord  of  the  Ifles, 
though  in  Obedience  to  the  deceafed  King’s  Commands,  he  had  marched 
with  three  ThoufandMen  to  the  Siege  of  Roxborough,  from  whence,  after 
taking  that  Place,  he  returned  with  them  Home.  In  this  new  Irruption 
he  brought  the  whole  Strength  of  the  Lies,  ravaged  a  large  Extent  of 
Country,  made  the  Earl  of  Athol  the  King’s  Uncle  with  his  Countefs  Pri- 

e  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hifh  lib.  xvii.  fol.  353.  Lefl.  de  Reb.  Gefh  Scotor.  lib.  vii.  p.  276.  Bu¬ 
chanan.  Rer.  Scot.  lib.  x. 

f  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hifh  lib.  xviii.  fol.  360.  Lefl.  de  Reb.  Gefh  lib.  viii.  Buchanani  Rcr. 
Seotic.  Hifh  lib.  xi. 

g  Lindefay’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  50.  Drummond’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p  53. 

*  Lefl.  de  Reb.  Gefh  Scotor.  lib.  viii.  p.  396.  Lindefay’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  55,  58.  Drum* 
mond’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  65,  66. 

i  Hifh  Oread,  lib.  ii. 

k  Boeth.  Scotor.  Hill,  lib,  xviii.  fol.  391.  Major,  de  Geftis  Scotor.  lib.  vi.  Buchanan.  Re¬ 
turn  Scoticarum  lib.  xi. 
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(oners,  and  acquired  by  plundering  the  Country  an  immenfe  Booty.  Yet 
in  the  Clofe  he  was  no  Gainer  by  this  Expedition.  The  far  greater  Parc 
of  his  Veffels  were  loll  in  a  Storm,  in  which  almoft  all  their  Crews  pe- 
rilhed  likewife,  fo  that  for  want  of  Power  of  doing  more  Mifchief,  he  was' 
difpofed  or  rather  was  compelled  to  remain  quiet  during  the  Remainder 
of  his  Life1.  He  left,  however,  his  Pretenfions  to  his  Son  and  Succeffor 
John,  of  as  turbulent  a  Difpofition,  who  immediately  affumed  the  Titles 
of  Earl  of  Rofs  and  Lord  of  the  Ifles- m* 

As  foon  as  the  King  began  to  take  Cognizance  of  his  own  Affairs,  he^ 
fent  Ambafladors  to  Copenhagen  to  demand  the  Princefs  Margaret,  only 
Daughter  to  Chriftian  I.  King  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Norway,  in. 
Marriage;  and  the  Treaty  being  figned  September  the  8th  1468,  the  ab- 
folute  Ceflion  of  the  weftern  Ifles,  and  the  full  Extinction  of  all  paid  Ar¬ 
rears,  and  of  all  Claim  or  Right  in  future  to  the  referved  Annuity,  was- 
ftipulated,  and  befides  thefe,  the  Queen  brought  alfo  the  immediate  Pof- 
feifion  of  the  Ifles  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  which  made  her  exceedingly 
acceptable  to  the  Nation  n_  This  Point  thus  effectually  fettled.  King  James 
made  Laws  for  encouraging  Commerce,  building  Ships,  providing  Buftes, 
Nets,  Salt,  and  whatever  elfe  was  neceffary  for  ereCting  and  eftablifhing 
an  Herring  Fifhery.  But  before  this  could  be  carried  into  Execution,, 
John  Earl  of  Rofs,  in  virtue  of  his  Engagements  with  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Edward  the  Fourth,  and  James  Earl  of  Douglafs*  then  an  Exile  in 
Edward’s  Court,  raifed  a  formidable  InfurreCtion  °.  Terrified,  however,, 
by  the  King’s  great  Preparations,  he  fubmitted  in  Time,  and  the  Earl¬ 
dom  of  Rofs  being  voluntarily  furrendered  by  him,  was  annexed  to  the 
Crown  by  an  ACt  of  Parliament  p.  In  the  Reign  of  James  IV.  who  was 
a  Prince  very  attentive  to  Naval  Power,  Foreign  Commerce,  and  the  In¬ 
land  Trade  of  his  Dominions,  many  good  Laws  were  made,  which  breath 
a  true  public  Spirit,  and  a  juft  Regard  for  the  Good  of  ail  his  Subje&sq. 
With  a  View  to  civilize  and  reduce  the  Inhabitants  of  the  weftern  Ifles, 
into  peaceable  Obedience,  and  due  RefpeCt  to  Juftice,  they  were  by  ACts 
of  Parliament  put  on  a  Level  with  the  other  Parts  of  the  Realm,  and  their 
Inhabitants  n.o.t  only  obliged  to  refpeCt  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  but  Juftices- 

r  Lefl.  de  Rcb.  Ged.  Scotor.  lib.  viii.  p,  31 1,  312.  Buchanan.  Rernm  Scotic.  Hid.  lib.  xii. 

m  Buchan:  Iberum  Scotic.  Hid.  lib.  xii.  p.  426.  Drummond’s  Hiitory  of  Scotland,  p.  74,. 
Crawford’s  Peerage  of  Scotland,  p.  425. 

n  Hid.  Oread,  hb.  iii  p.  187.  Led.  de  Reb.  Ged.  Scotor.  lib.  viii.  p.  315.  Buchan.  Rer.- 
Scot.  Hid.  lib.  xii. 

0  Rymeri  Foedsra  Anglios,  tom.  xi.  p.  474,  475,  486,  487,  492,  499; 

P  Stat.  Jac.  III.  par.  9.  cap.  72.  p.  120. 

1  Buchanan.  Rer.  Scotic.  Hid.  lib.  xii.  Drummond’s  Hidory  of  Scotland,  p.  125,  126.  The.-, 
bed  Evidence  of  thefe  Eads  are  the  Laws  as  they  dand  in  the  fird  Volume  ot  Scots- Statutes. 
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were  appointed  to  vifit  them  annually  ;  for  which  Purpofe  they  were  divided 
into  two  Diftridts,  North  and  South,  there  to  hear  and  determine  all  Caufes 
.Civil  and  Criminal.  It  was  alfo  provided,  that  they  might  no  longer  be 
compelled  by  Neceffity  to  continue  their  old  piratical  Practices,  Ships., 
Ruffes,  and  Pinks,  fhould  be  annually  fitted  out,  and  on  board  thefe  all 
idle  Perfons  and  Men  void  of  Employment  might  repair,  and  earn  an  ho¬ 
ned:  Livelihood  by  their  Labour1-.  He  was  careful  in  renewing  Alliances 
with  foreign  Courts,  and  concluded  particularly  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 
with  the  King  of  Denmark,  by  which  he  fecured  many  Advantages  to  his 
Subjects.  He  would  probably  have  done  much  towards  reftoring  the  Ifles 
to  their  former  flourifhing  Condition,  if  he  had  not  been  fnatcned  from 
his  Subjects  by  an  immature  Death,  in  Flodden  Field,  September  the  9th 
1513  s. 

In  the  Courfe  of  the  long  Minority  of  James  V.  and  the  feveral  Changes 
of  Government,  that  through  the  Prevalence  of  different  Factions  hap¬ 
pened  therein,  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation  ran  again  into  Confufion,  and 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifles  were  in  a  great  Meafure  left  to  themfelves ;  but 
their  Numbers  being  reduced,  and  having  now  only  fmall  Boats,  they  were 
unable  to  difturb  the  Coafts  of  the  Kingdom,  fo  that  their  inteftine  Feuds, 
which  frill  continued,  were  deftrudfive  to  none  but  themfelves r.  The 
Reins  of  Power  being  once  in  the  King’s  Flands,  he  refumed  the  Plan 
of  his  Father,  making  many  good  Laws  for  promoting  Hufbandry,  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  Induftry  of  every  Kind.  He  inftituted  the  College  of  Ju- 
ftice,  made  a  Statute  for  eredting  Inns  in  every  Country,  another  for  plant¬ 
ing  Orchards  and  railing  Timber,  with  feveral  refpedting  the  encreafing 
Commerce,  Fifheries,  and  Navigation  u.  In  refpeCt  to  thefe  Ifles,  he  went 
beyond  all  his  Predeceffors,  for  in  the  Month  of  May  Anno  Domini  1534, 
he  failed  from  the  Port  of  Leith,  and  palling  along  the  Eaft  Coaft  fir  ft 
landed  in  the  Orkneys,  and  having  reftored  Order  in  them,  proceeded  next 
to  the  weftern  Ifles,  many  of  which  he  vifited,  and  fending  for  fome  and 
compelling  others  of  their  Chiefs  to  come  and  make  their  Submiflions,  he 
carried  them  with  him  as  Hoftages,  confining  them  in  Edinburgh  and  Dun¬ 
barton  Cadies,  reftored  Peace,  and  drew  all  the  Rents  due  to  the  Crown 
in  thofe  Countries ;  which,  fo  long  as  their  Chieftains  were  in  Cuftody, 

r  Left,  de  Rebus  Ged.  Scot.  lib.  via.  p.  332.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scoiic.  Hid.  lib.  xiii.  Stat.  Jac. iv» 
par.  4.  cap.  49.  p.  169. 

s  Polyd.  Verg.  Angl.  Hid.  lib.  xxvii.  Led.  de  Reb.  Ged.  Scotorum  lib.  viii.  p.  365.  Lord 
Herbert’s  Hidory  of  Henry  viii.  p.  28,  29. 

c  Led.  de  Reb.  Ged.  Scotor.  iib.  ix.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scotic.  Hid.  lib.  xiii.  Lindefay’s  Hidory 
«f  Scotland. 

u  See  the  fird  Volume  of  the  Scots  Statutes,  p.  202 — 2 59* 
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remained  as  peaceable  and  as- quiet,  as  any  other  Parts  of  his  Dominions w. 
We  have  a  curious  and  correct  Journal  of  this  Royal  Voyage  hill  extant, 
which  evidently  proves  that  Mr.  Alexander  Lindfay,  who  was  Maher  of 
the  King’s  Ship,  was  a  very  able  and  a  very  experienced  Seaman  x.  Befides 
this,  the  King  made  two  Voyages  to  France,  with  a-confiderable  Naval. 
Force  for  thofe  Times,  and  if  he  had  cultivated  the  Friendship  of  his  Un¬ 
cle  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  who  promiled  to  make  him  Duke  of  York 
and  his  Lieutenant  in  his  Realm,  inftead  of  lillening  to  Priefts,  and  con¬ 
necting  himfelf  fo  clofely  as  he- did  with  France,  he  might  have  carried  all 
his  extenfive  Views  into  Execution,  reigned  in  Glory  and -died  in  Peace  y. 
Whereas  by  Suffering  himfelf  to  be  milled  into  violent  Proceedings  at  Home, 
and  a  War  with  England,  he  was  plunged  into  fuch  Troubles  and  Per¬ 
plexities  as  threw  him  into  a  Melancholy  that  brought  him  Speedily  to  his 
Grave,  December  the  22d  1542,  immediately  after  the  Birth  of  his  Daugh¬ 
ter  Mary,  forefeeing  and  foretelling  the  Misfortunes  impending  over  his 
Subjects  7. 

The  King’s  dying  Apprehenfions  were  but  too  well  juftified  by  a  fad 
Series  of  unfortunate  Events.  Henry  VIII.  Sincerely  regretted  the  Death 
of  his  Nephewr,  and  was  very  folicitous  for  uniting  the  two  Kingdoms  by 
a.  Marriage,  when  at  a  fit  Age,  between  Queen  Mary,  Heirefs  of  Scotland, 
and  his  only  Son  Edward  Prince  of  Wales.  Such  a  Union  as  this  had 
been  always-  wiihed  by  wife  Men  and  true  Patriots  in  Scotland,  as  appears 
by  John  Major’s  Hiftory,  dedicated  to  James  V a.  But  the  French  FaCtion, 
at  the  Head  of  which  was  the  Queen  Dowager,  violently  and  obflinately 
oppofed  it.  The  War  this  occasioned  proved  as  injurious  to  the  Nation  in 
general,  as  it  was  particularly  fo  to  the  Ifles,  for  a  confiderable  Number 
of  their  bed  Men  were  flain  in  the  fatal  Battle  of  Pinky ;  and  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  in  his  Naval  Expedition,  by  utterly  deflroying  not  only  the  Naval 
Power  but  alfo  all  the  Ships  and  Veffels  employed  in  the  Trade  of  Scot¬ 
land,  ruined  entirely  and  irretrievably  the  Correfpondence  between  the 
Kingdom  and  thefe  Ifles  b.  In  the  fucceeding  Reign  of  James  VI.  the 

w  Lefl.  de  Rebus  Geftis  Scotor.  lib.  ix.  p.  448,  449.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scot.  Hift.  lib.  xiv. 
Drummond’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  204. 

x  This  very  lingular  Traft  is  to  be  found  at  the  Clofe  of  Father  Fournier’s  Hydrographie, 
printed  at  Paris,  A.  D.  1667,  in- Folio. 

y  Polydori  Vergilii  Anglicae  Hift.  lib.  xxvii.  Lord  Herbert’s  Hiftory  of  Henry  viii.  Buchan. 
Rer.  Scot.  Hift.  lib.  xiv. 

%  Left,  de  Rebus  Geftis  Scotor.  lib.  ix.  p.  459.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scotic.  Hift.  lib.  xiv.  Drum¬ 
mond’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  227,  228,  229. 

a  De  Geftis  Scotor.  lib.  v.  fol.  106. 

b  Left,  de  Reb.  Geft  Scotor.  lib.  x.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scotic.  Hift.  lib.  xv.  Herbert’s  Hiftory  of 
Henry  viii.  p.  243.  Heyward’s  Hiftory  of  Edward  vi.  p,  286,  287.  Lindefay’s  Hiftory  of  Scot¬ 
land,  p.  195. 

4  D  Iflanders, 
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Iflanders,  through  their  own  Weaknefs,,  did  no  great  Miichief,  but  were 
by  no  Means  fteady  in  their  Obedience.  Philip  II.  of  Spain  had  conceived 
great  Hopes  of  leizing  fome  of  them-,  by  a  Correfpondence  with  the  Popilh 
Inhabitants,  looking  upon  this,  a  Circumftance  that  deferves  to  be  ferioufly 
considered  as  well  as  conftantly  remembered,,  as  the  mod  effectual  Means 
of  diftreffi-ng  Britain.  Accordingly  fome  in  his  Pay,  Anno  Domini  1^97, 
actually  attempted  to  poifefs  and  fortify  Aiifay,  a  ftrong  inacceftible  Rock, 
about  four  Miles  in  Extent,  lying  Eaft  from  Cantire  and  South  Weft  from 
Arran,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  Ireland,  near  the  Coaft  of  Garrick,  and 
not  very  far  from  England.  This  bold  Enterprize  was  defeated,  and  the 
Author  of  it  forced  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  Sea,  by  private  Perfons, 
without  Authority  or  Aftlftance  from,  though  afterwards  rewarded  by  Go¬ 
vernment  This  defperate  Adtion,  and  the  Confideration  of  its  Confe- 
quences,  made,  however,  fuch  am  Impreffion  on  the  King  and  his  Mini- 
Iters,  that  they  confented  to  a  Propolal  to  remove  all  the  People  in  the  Hies, 
and  fupply  the  Lofs  of  them  with  Perfons  better  difpofed  to  Labour  and 
Commerce  out  of  the  Low  Countries.  In  purfuance  of  this  Projedt,  a 
very  full  Commiffton  was  granted  by  the  Crown  to  feveral  Perfons  of  Fi¬ 
gure  and  Fortune,  who  endeavouring  to  carry  the  Scheme  into  Execution, 
found  the  common  People  exceedingly  well  difpofed  to  return  to  the  Cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  Lands,  and  a  peaceable  Courfe  of  Life.  But  their  Chiefs 
would  not  fubmit,  fo  that  after  fome  Blood  Ihed  on  both  Sides,  the  Com- 
miftioners  were  forced  to  return.  Three  Years  after,  another  Attempt  was 
made,  which- ended  more  unfortunately,  and  in  Confequence  of  that  the 
Deiign  was  abandoned  A 

After  the  Acceffion  of  King  James  to  the  Throne  of  Great  Britain,  it 
might  have  been,  indeed  it  was  expedted,  that  the  immenfe  Benefits  which 
more  efpecially  at  that  Time  might  have  accrued  from  the  Herring,  Cod, 
and  Whale  Fisheries,  in  thefe  Seas,  by  taking  proper  Notice  of  thefe  Iflands, 
would  have  been  effectually  fecured  to  this  Nation,  to  whom  of  Right  they 
undoubtedly  belongs.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  and  other  intelligent  Perfons 

c  Spotfwood’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  245.  This  (hews  Efficiently  the  Danger  of  negleding 
thefe  Ides  to  which  our  Enemies  have  ever  had  and  ever  will  have  an  Eye;  as  in  this  Cafe  the 
Spaniards,  afterwards  the  Dutch,  and  in  the  laft  War  the  French,  who  under  Thurot  adually 
made  a  Dcfcent  on  Ila. 

d  Johnfkmi  Rerum  Britan.  Hilt.  lib.  ix.  Spotfwood’s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  466,  467,  490. 
Bafilicon  Doron,  Book  11.  p.  159.  in  the  Colledion  of  King’s  James’s  Works. 

e  Stat.  Jac.  vi.  par.  15.  cap.  237.  p.  7 20.  in  the  Scots  Ads  it  is  cap.  241.  but  this  is  a  Mi- 
flake,  it  fhould  be  237,  as  in  the  old  Edition.  This  Ad  is  to  declare  null  and  void  Alienations 
of  the  Affize  Herring,  as  being  the  Cuftom  due  to  the  Crown  for  Fifhing.  What  this  was,  fee 
Skene  De  Verborum  Significatione,  under  the  Word  ASS  ISA.  Sir  Dudley  Carlton’s  Letters, 
P- *56,  ^5,  437,  441,  447,  45°,  454,  5°2* 

took 
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took  great  Pains  to  fet  thefe  important  Points  in  a  true  Light  Sir  William 
Monfou  went  to  thefe  Iflands,  and  has  fhewn  not  only  what  prodigious  Ad¬ 
vantages  might  arife  by  properly  fettling  the  Hebrides,  but  alfo  th?A  it 
was  very  practicable,  not  necefiarily  expeniive,  but  what  might  be  certain iv, 
eafily,  and  expeditioufly  done  S.  However,  after  all  it  was  never  done,  but 
it  would  require  too  much  Room  to  fhew  how  there  came  to  be  fo  total 
a  Negledtof  aDefign  fo  manifeftly  to  the  Advantage  of  the  United  Crowns, ' 
well  underftood  by  and  fo  acceptable  to  the  King  and  to  Prince  Henryh. 
Ln  the  fucceeding  Reign  fomething  was  attempted,  and  a  capital  impedi¬ 
ment  removed.  King  Charles  I.  honoured  a  Scheme  for  eftablifhing  a 
Fifhery  in  thefe  Hies  with  his  Patronage  q  and  encouraged  it  by  his  Bounty. 
He  prevented  what  might  have  been  an  irreparable  Prejudice  to  the  Intereil 
of  Britain,  the  Alienation  of  fome  of  thefe  Iflands  to  the  Dutch,  who  had 
made  Overtures  for  and  were  very  def rous  of  purchafing  them.  King 
Charles’s  Intentions  were  defeated,  as  his  Endeavours  by  inteliine  Difputes 
had  been  originally  interrupted,  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  WarL 

After  his  Death,  the  long  Parliament  openly  adopted  the  Maxims  of 
thefe  Monarchs,  vindicated  their  Pretentions  to  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea, 
and  in  Profecution  of  their  Claims,  made  a  fuccefsful  War  upon  the  Dutch’. 
But  all  their  Views  in  regard  to  the  Fithery  were  interrupted  by  Cromwell’s 
Ufurpation,  who  except  demolifhing  one  Fortification  and  building  ano¬ 
ther  on  the  Ifle  of  Lewis,  did  nothing  in  this  Refpedt m.  At  the  Refto- 
ration  the  Lies  were  in  the  moft  miferable  Condition,  thinly  inhabited, 
Multitudes  having  retired  to  Ireland,  Improvements  altogether  negle&ed, 

without  Trade,  without  Vefiels,  and  of  Courfe  without  a  Fifhery.  Charles  II. 

«  * 

f  Obfervations  touching  Trade  and  Commerce  prefented  to  King  James  by  Sir  W.  R.  Eng¬ 
land’s  Way  to  win  Wealth,  by  Tobias  Gentleman,  1614.  40. 

s  Thefe  Accounts  are  contained  in  the  Sixth  Book  of  his  Naval  Tra&s,  preferved  in  the  third 
Volume  of  Churchill’s  Collection  of  Voyages.  If  the  Advices  then  given,  and  the  Lights  at  that 
Time  afforded  had  been  properly  purfued,  this  Nation  had  acquired  many  Thoufands  of  Subje&s, 
and  many  Millions  of  Money  more  than  file  now  poffefles. 

h  There  is  Bill  exifting  an  Original  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Challoner  to  the  Prince,  in  which 
this  Matter  is  very  fully  difcuffed. 

5  Rymeri  Feeder.  Angliae,  tom.  xix,  p.  21 1.  Trade  and  Fifhingof  Great  Britain  difplayed,  by 
Capt.  John  Smith  1662.  40.  Martin’s  Hiftory  of  the  Weffern  Iflands,  p.  340. 

k  In  order  to  be  convinced  of  this,  we  need  only  confult  Secretary  Coke’s  Letter  to  Sir  William 
Bofwell,  then  the  King’s  Minifler  to  the  States,  April  16,  1635,  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Book  mentioned  in  the  next  Note,  p.478.  by  which  the  King’s  Care  of,  and  Attention  to  the 
Filhery,  and  his  true  Senfe  of  its  Importance  fully  appear. 

1  The  learned  Selden’s  elaborate  Work  entitled  MARE  CLAUSUM,  was  by  order  of 
the  long  Parliament  tranflated  into  Englifh,  under  the  Title  of  the  Dominion  of  Sea,  printed  A.  D. 
1652.  Folio,  by  Appointment  of  the  Council  of  State,  dedicated  to  the  Parliament  by  March  a- 
mont  Needham  the  Tranflator,  with  additional  Evidences  of  England’s  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea 
from  State  Papers  in  the  Reigns  of  K.  James  and  K.  Charles, 
n  Martin’s  Hiflory  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  8. 
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palled  two  excellent  Laws,  one  in  England-  the  other  in  Scotland,  for  re-¬ 
covering  and  fupporting.  our  Fisheries,  towards  which  he  (for  fome  Time* 
at  lead)  employed  confiderable  Sums  of  Money,  by  which  there  was  nor 
barely  a  Trial  made,  but  enough  was  done,  to  fhew that  all  might  have 
been  done  that  was  propofed0.  But  the  King’s  Neceffities  obliging  him  to* 
withdraw  what  he  had  advanced,  the  Merchants  were  difcouraged,  and 
the  Defign  abandoned,  before  thefe  Ides  received  any  great  Benefit  from  it, 
which  would  have  proved  the  foie  Means  of  fecuring  its  Succefs".  For  as 
thefe  and  other  unavailing  Attempts,  have  inconteftably  fhewrr  all  other 
Methods,  however  plaufible,  however  expenfive,  muft  prove  inadequate  to 
the  retrieving  and  retaining  the  Fifheries,  till  thefe  Iflands  are  once  pro¬ 
perly  fettled  and  fupported,  and  then  it  would  follow  of  Courfe,  rife  as 
high  as  either  Skill  or  Induftry  could  carry  it,  and  could  never  more  be 
taken  from  us  p«.. 

Th  us  we  have  at  length  travelled  through  this  long  Hiftory,  in  which  * 
the  want  of  interefting  and  important  Events  muft  be  made  up  by  keeping 
in  conftant  View  its  Utility 9.  The  Fadts  have  been  carefully  and  diligently 
collected  from  our  antient  Writers,  and  if  we  confider  the  whole  Series 
attentively,  we  can  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  .of  their  Authenticity.  The 
Obfcurity  of  early  Times,  and  the  Feeblenefs  of  our  Vouchers  in  regard  to 
them,  is  neverthelefs  fully  juftified,  by  the  concurrent  Evidence  in  fucceeding. 
Ages,  by  which  it  appears,  that  as  thofie  old  Accounts  affirm  they  were 
once  fully  peopled1-,  thefe  People  muft  have  had  Subfiftence,  and  of 
Courfe  thefe  Ifies  were  alfo  once  fully  cultivated.  They  had  like  wife  a  very 
Formidable  Naval  Force,  which  muft  have  arifen  from  Commerce,  the 

n  The  Englifh  A£ts  were  Stat.  1 5  Car. II..  cap.  7.  §.  16.  and  15  Car.  II.  cap.  16.  §.  1.  The- 
Scots  Law  Stat.  Car.  II..par.  1.  fefT.  1.  cap.  39.  p.  227. 

0  If  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Iflands  were  properly  encouraged,  they  would  carry  on  all  Kinds 
of  Fifheries  fo  cheap,  fo  early,  fo  fteadily,  and  with  fo  many  other  Circumftances  of  natural  Ad* 
vantage,  in  curing,  packing,  and  carrying  Fifh  to  all  the  Markets  could  be  found  for  them  in 
Europe  and  America,  as  would  foon  beat  out  all  Competitors. 

p  This  is  felf  evident.  For  give  thefe  Iflande'rs  Veffels,  Nets,  Salt,  and  Cafk,  or  put  it  in  their 
Power  to  acquire  them,  and  they  will  not  be  long  in  redeeming  what  they  confider  as  their  Pa* 
trimony  (the  Fifhery)  out  of  the  Hands  of  Foreigners,  who  could  never  after  get  it  again  from  them 
by  Induftry,  Force,  or  Fraud. 

q  From  fuch  a  fuccinCt  Hiflory  as  this  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  abfolute  Decay  of  a  People, 
the  philofophic  Politician  will  much  more  clearly  difcern  the  Connection  between  Caufes  and 
Events,  than  in  long  Details  of  different  FaCts,  where  from  a  Number  of  intervening  Circum¬ 
ltances,  the  Chain  of  Courfe  cannot  be  fo  eafily  diftinguifhed. 

*  Fafts  are  of  all  others  the  belt  Evidence  in  refpeCt  to  Hiflory,  and  the  Credibility  of  writ¬ 
ten  Teflimony  is  belt  diftinguifhed  by  a  Companion  with  them. 


foie 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  573 

fble  Means  of  attaining  it  in  Iflands s.  The  old  Hiflory  therefore,  in  re- 
prefenting  Things  fo  to  have  been,  ought  from  thence  to  be  concluded 
credible.  The  Conqueft  of  thefe  Iflands  by  the  Norwegians,  and  the  re¬ 
covering  them  again  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  are  Points  fupported  by 
the  Records  of  both  Nations  as  well  as  HiAory,  and  are  therefore  placed 
beyond  all  Difpute  C  In  this  Period,  the  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
the  Condition  of  the  Country  were  changed,  fo  as  to  bring  them  into  Cir- 
cumftances  alike  detrimental  to  themfelves  and  dangerous  to  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  u.  How  the  Remedies  to  thefe  Diftempers,  though  diffidently  ob¬ 
vious,  came  not  to  be  applied,  is  eadly  to  be  accounted  for  from  this  Hif- 
tory,  and  in  Confequence  of  their  not  being  applied,- how  every  thing  ran 
in  a  rapid  Courfe  from  bad  to  worfe,  is  without  Difficulty  to  be  appre-- 
hended.  That  thefe  are  not  at  all  exaggerated  will  be  apparent  to  thofe 
who  will  take  the  Trouble  of  confulting  the  Defcriptions  given  of  them- 
by  our  bed  Hiftorians 

By  this  Deduction  of  Fads,  it  has  been  rendered  evident,  that  in  the 
Hands  of  well  difpofed,  well  governed,  well  difciplined,  well  indruded> 
and  well  employed  People,  thefe  Iflands  furniffied  all  the  Necefiaries  of 
Life;  as  their  Fifheries  and  Native  Commodities  did  then  plentifully  fup- 
ply  them  with  the  Means  of  Commerce;  that  Defpotifm  introduced  Igno¬ 
rance,  Barbarifm,  and  Piracy  ;  that  Feuds,  Revolutions,  and  other  Poli¬ 
tical  Accidents  depriving  them  of  all  Refort,  has  for  fever al  Ages  rendered 
them  neglededx;  that  Inability  to  labour  to  any  Purpofe  has  produced 
involuntary  Idlenefs,  followed  by  univerfal  Indigence,  and  in  Confequence 
of  this  undeferved  Reproach  y;  and  that  notwithdanding  all  this,  they 
not  only  retain  all  their  original  natural  Capacities  of  being  redored  to 

s  Odericus  Vitalis,  who  ffourifhed  in  the  Reign  of  William  Rufus,  fpeaking  of  thefe  and  other 
Iflands  then  under  the  Dominion  of  the  King  of  Norway,  mentions  it  as  a  Thing  notorious,  that 
Wealth  rolled  in  to  them  on  all  Sides  by  the  Refort  thither  of  Shipping  from  all  Parts  of  the" 

World.  Hiflor.  Ecclef.  lib.  x. 

1  By  this  Means  we  are  furnifhed  with  many  Particulars  from  the  Iflandic,-  Norwegian,  and 
Danifh  Hiflories,  not  preferved  in  our  own. 

u  Johnfon  the  Hiftorian  fays  they  were,  Homines  Agreffes,  fine  Legibus,  fine  Moribus,  fine 
Urbium  Cultu,  ac  prope  omnis  Humanitatis  et  Religionis  expertes.  Rer.  Brkan.  Hifh  lib.  vii. 
p.  231. 

w  Heftoris  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcriptio,  fol.  8,  9.  Lefl.  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotias 
Defcript.  p.  34 — 39.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scot.  Hi  ft.  lib.  i.  the  full  eft  and  moft  accurate  of  all.  Bu¬ 
chanan  acknowleges  he  had  this  from  Donald  Monro,  a  worthy  pious  Man,  who  made  the  Tour 
of  the  Ifles  for  this  Purpofe^ 

x  It  is  by  Navigation  and  Commerce  that  Iflands  thrive  and  flourifh ;  interdict  thefe,  and  of 
courfe  wanting  their  proper  nutriment  they  decline  and  decay. 

y  pn  the  Courfe  of  this  Section,  we  fliall  vindicate  the  Characters  of  thefe  People  who  in  refpe<5l 
tolnduftry,  Capacity,  and  Difpofition,  are  as  fit  to  reftore  and  revive  theantient  Luftre  of  their 
Country,  as  can  be  wifhed,  and  were  compelled  to  thofe  A6ts  of  Rapine  and  Violence,  for  which 
in  paft  Times  they  were  decried,  and  for  which  their  innocent  Pofterity  fo  deeply  fufftr. 
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their  primitive  flourifhing  Condition,  but  from  thoie  Alterations,  which, 
in  a  Courfe  of  Ages,  this  World  and  its  Inhabitants  have  experienced,  it 
is  become  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  Great  Britain  to  pay  a  fpeedy  and 
ferious  Attention  to  thefe  Iflands,  for  her  own  lake,  and  thole  numberiefs 
and  immenfe  Advantages  that  may  be  drawn  from  them  z.  This  Propo¬ 
rtion  fhall  be  conclufively  proved,  and  many  of  the  foregoing  Points  hill 
farther  explained  and  fupported,  by  entering,  fo  far  as  the  Delign  of  this 
Work  requires,  into  a  particular  Enumeration  and  Defcription  of  the 
largeft,  bell  lituated,  and  mail  conliderable  of  the  W ellern  Iflands. 

We  will  begin,  as  is  natural,  with  the  Iflands  near  eft  the  Continent, 
that  is,  with  thofe  which  at  prefent  compofe  the  Shire  of  Bute,  and  which 
were  never  at  any  Time  detached  from  their  Dependance  upon  the  Crown 
of  Scotland, 

BUTE. 

Name  of  that  Ifle,  which  affords  an  Appellation  to  the  Shire, 

1  has  been  by  feveral  Authors,  and  in  various  Periods,  very  differently 
written,  Bote,  Both,  Bothe,  Boot,  and  now  generally  Bute a.  Our  an¬ 
cient  Writers  fuppofe  it  derived  its  Name  from  a  Cell  eredted  therein  by 
St.  Brendan,  an  Irifh  Abbot,  who  flourifhed  in  the  flxth  Century,  becaufe 
in  his  Language  fuch  a  Cell  was  called  Both  L  It  is  however  more  pro¬ 
bable,  that  this  Name  was  of  greater  Antiquity,  flnce  we  find  it  denomi¬ 
nated  Botis,  by  the  anonymous  Geographer  of  Ravenna.  If,  fuppofing 
this  to  be  the  Name  impofed  by  its  original  Inhabitants,  an  Etymology 
mufl  be  had,  we  may  fuppofe  it  derived  from  the  Word  Bodhi,  which  in 
the  old  Language  of  the  Country,  fignifies  a  Thing  deprefled  in  Water,  or 
a  flat  Country  encompaffed  by  the  Sea  <\  The  Situation  of  the  Ifle  of  Bute 
is  remarkably  commodious,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  having 
the  main  Land  of  the  Shire  of  Air,  at  the  Diflance  of  fix  Miles  on  the  Eafl ; 
feparated  from  Cowel,  which  is  Part  of  Argylefhire,  by  a  Channel  not 
above  half  a  Mile  broad  ;  the  Lands  in  this  Country  being  remarkably  high 

2  It  was  a  thorough  Senfe  of  their  Importance  and  Utility,  excited  in  me  a  Defire  of  writing 
their  Hiftory  diftinftiy,  that  from  the  Evidence  of  Facts  what  they  once  were  might  be  made  ap¬ 
parent,  the  true  Caufes  of  their  prefent  Condition  explained,  and  from  thence  the  Certainty  of 
refloring  and  improving  them  might  be  rendered  vifible. 

a  John  Fordun  calls  it  Bothe ;  Heftor  (Boys)  Boethius,  Biles  it  Botha;  John  Major  names  it 
Butha  ;  Lefley  Bifiiop  of  Rofs,  Buta  ;  Donald  Monro,  and  from  him  Buchanan,  Bute ;  Camden, 
Buthe  ;  and  Timothy  Pont,  in  his  large  Map  in  Bleau’s  Atlas,  entitles  it  the  Yle  Boot. 

b  Fordun.  Scodchron.  lib.  i.  cap.  28.  Heft.  Boethii  Scotorum  Regni  Defcript.  fol.  8.  Cam- 
deni  Britan,  p.  695. 

c  Baxteri  Gloffar.  Antiquit.  Britan,  p.  44.  But  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  Botis  in 
the  Gallc  or  Erfe,  fignifies  a  Boot. 

2  fhelter 
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{helter  it  from  the  North  Winds,  The  Ifland  of  Arran  lies  to  the  South 
Weft,  at  the  Diftance  of  about  ten  Miles;  and  the  Peninfula  of  Cantire, 
which  is  alfo  aPart  of  Argyleflhire,  lies  diredlly  Weft  at  fomewhat  a  greater 
Diftance  <k  It  is  no  lefs  happy  in  its  Climate, '  which  is  very  mild,  the 
Spring  is  forward,  Summer  kindly,  Winter  rather  rainy  than  cold,  little 
expofed  to  Frofts  or  Snow,  the  former  very  ftiort,  and  the  latter  lying  but 
a  few  Days  on  the  Ground,  having  in  all  thefe  Refpedts  the  Advantage  of 
the  adjacent  Continent6.  Their  longeft  Day  about  feventeen  Flours  and  a 
Quarter.  This  Country  is  remarkably  healthy,  and  People  live  in  it  to  a 
great  Age,  upon  which  the  Inhabitants  value  themfelves  not  a  little  k 

It  lies  ftretched  in  length  from  North  to  South,  about  eighteen  Miles*, 
the  broadeft  Part  from  Fall  to  W eft  is  about  five,  but  is  in  many  Places 
narrower,  being  indented  on  both  Sides  by  large  Bays  of  the  Sea.  The 
Face  of  the  Country  is  rather  hilly  than  mountainous,  except  the  North 
Eaft  Part,  which  however  is  lower  confiderably  than  the  Mountains  of 
Cowals.  There  are  large  Tracts  of  level  and  fruitful  Ground  interfperfed 
between  the  Hills  through  almoft  every  Part  of  the  Ifland.  With  all  thefe 
and  many  other  Advantages,  a  great  Part  of  it  is  little  cultivated,  tho’ 
very  little,  if  any,  utterly  unfit  for  Cultivation  R  In  Point  of  Size,  it  is 
larger  than  Rhode  Ifland  in  America,  fomewhat  fmaller  than  Guernfey,  but 
to  the  full  as  large  as  Jerfey  k  The  Soil  in  general  is  of  a  very  good  Qua¬ 
lity,  light  and  free,  upon  a  Gravelly  Bottom,  the  Country  rifmg  gradually 
from  the  Sea  Side,  and  the  Flats  along  the  Shore,  and  through  the  V al¬ 
lies,  are  of  a  deep  ftrong  Mould,  uncommonly  rich  and  fertile,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  fit  for  Wheat,  Barley,  Oats,,  and  Flax,  tho’  at  prefent  the  Inha-- 


a  See  the  large  Map  of  this  Ifland  by  Timothy  Pont,  Geographic  Blavianae,  vol.  vi.  p  59. 

e  From  a  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland  communicated  by  a  Perfon  of  Diflinflion,  pe  feftly  ac¬ 
quainted  therewith. 

f  Martin’s  Hiflory  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  2iy.  To  this  it  may  not  be  amifs  that  we  add 
a  Angular  and  authentic  Circumflance.  There  was  a  few  Years  fince  (and  very  probably  it  flili 
fubfifls)  a  Club  in  the  Borough  of  Rotbfay,  of  whom  the  Chairman  was  one  hundred  and  fix,  and' 
every  other  Member  turned  of  feventy,  of  thefe  there  were  twenty  all  dwelling  in  the  Place,  or 
within  two  Miles  of  it. 

s  Cowal  is  a  Diftr’nft  of  Argylefhire,  feparated  from  Knapdale  on  the  Well  by  a  vail  Inlet  of 
the  Sea  called  Loch  Fyne,  famous  for  the  immenfe  Shoals  of  excellent  Herring  which  annually 
refort  thither.  The  Mouth  of  this  noble  Loch  lies  open  to  the  Ifle  of  Bute,  and  at  the  Diflance 
only  of  a  few  Miles  to  the  North  Well.  As  to  the  Hills,  the  highell  in  the  Ifland  is  but  four 
hundred  and  twenty  Feet  perpendicular. 

b  From  the  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland  agreeing  with  the  fuccinft  Charafter  of  the  Bilhop  of 
Rofs,  Ell  Buta  elegans  quidem  Infula. 

1  Rhode  Ifland  is  Ailed  the  Paradifeof  New  England  ;  we  have  already  endeavoured  to  do  Juf- 
tice  to  Jerfey,  See  P.  S.  vol.  i.  p.  516.  In  point  of  Situation,  Capacity  of  maintaining  People,  and 
other  natural  Advantages,  Bute  is  not  inferior  to  either,  but  in  the  Number  ot  Inhabitants  falls 
very  Ihort  of  both.. 

bitants 
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bitants  grow  only  Oats  and  Bear  or  Big  k,  of  which  Grain  they  commonly 
.-export  about  two  thoufand  Quarters  annually,  which  is  very  inconfiderable 
.in  comparifon  of  what  they  might  produce,  as  they  have  Sea  Weeds,  and 
which  is  much  better,  Sea  Shells  in  vaft  Quantities,  and  even  the  Ground 
upon  their  Hills,  when  ploughed  and  cleared  of  the  Heath  and  improved 
with  any  Manure,  bears  good  Crops  of  Oats  and  Big,  and  for  many  Years 
^afterwards  produces  a  fine  feeding  Grafs  f  Towards  the  North  End  of 
the  Ifland  there  is  a  Quarry  of  coarfe  Slate,  and  a  Vein  of  indifferent  good 
Goal  has  been  found,  which  however  dipping  very  deep  is  not  thought 
worth  that  Expence  which  muff  attend  working.  Here  is  Plenty  of  Free 
Stone,  and  Stone  of  a  red  Colour,  of  which  there  are  many  ancient  Build¬ 
ings.  There  is  a  large  Mountain  of  Lime  Stone,  that  hangs  over  the  Seam, 
There  were  anciently  many  Woods,  feveral  of  which,  fome  of  Oak,  and  not 
inconfiderable,  ftill  remaining;  befides  thefe,  there  are  Copfes  in  different 
Parts  of  the  Bland,  and  Trees  of  every  Kind  in  the  Earl  of  Bute’s  Park, 
which  flourifh  more,  and  grow  quicker,  than  upon  the  oppofite  Continent; 
fo  that  moft  Sorts  of  Timber,  and  more  efpecially  Oak,  might  be  raifed 
here  with  the  greateft  Facility  n. 

Few  Blands  can  boaft  of  being  fo  well  watered,  for  befides  Abundance 
of  frefh  clear  Springs,  there  are  feveral  fine  Rivulets,  fome  of  which  run 
two  or  three  Miles  and  are  very  fit  for  turning  Mills ;  there  are  alfo  fix  or 
eight  Lochs  of  frefh  Water,  and  amongfi:  thefe  four  that  have  Rivers  run¬ 
ning  put  of  them  ;  the  larged:,  called  Loch  Fad,  that  is  the  long  Loch,  is  a 
Mile  in  Extent.  Thefe  abound  with  Pike,  Perch,  and  very  fine  large 
Trout  °.  There  are  feveral  large  Bays  on  the  Ead  and  on  the  Wed  Side 
of  the  Idand,  and  between  it  and  the  neighbouring  Continent  of  Cowel, 
.there  is.a.fafe,  deep,  and  capacious  Road,  called  the  Kyles  of  Bute  p.  Here 


k  This,  from,  its  having  four  or  feme  times  fix  Rows  of  Grain,  is  by  J.  Bauhine,  called  Hordeum 
sPolyflichon,  and  Polydichon  Hybernum,  by  C.  B.  Winter  or  Square  Barley.  Raii  Hid.  Plant, 
p.  1244.  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Nat.  Hid.  Scotia?,  P.  ii.  lib.  i.,cap.  viii.-p.  30.  Merret.  Pin.  Rer. 
-Nat.  Britan,  p.  63. 

1  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland. 

m  Martin’s  Defcription  of , the  Wedern  Idands,  -p.  215. 

n  This  fee  ms  to  -be  in  fome  Meafure  an  Advantage  peculiar  to  this  Ifland,  and  therefore  de¬ 
serves  particular  Attention,  as  the  promoting  the  Growth  of  Timber,  tho’  not  an  immediate, 
•Hvould  mod  certainly  prove  a  capital  Benefit  to  the  Inhabitants,  whenever  thofe  Improvements 
hereafter  propofed  come  to  take  Place. 

0  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Wedern  Hands,  p.  214.  Pout’s  Map  of  this  Ifland.  It  has 
been  before  (lieWn,  that  any  Kind  of  Fifh  natural  to  Lakes,  maybe  brought  into  and  propagated, 
.without  much  Expence  or  Trouble,  in  any  Lake  whatever,  which  might  alfo,  when  the  Number 
pf  Inhabitants  increafed,  prove  a  confiderable  Advantage  to  this  Ifland,  in  cafe  greater  Benefits 
jnight  not  arife  from  Draining  fome  of  thefe  Lochs. 

p  This  fafe  and  commodious  Road  feems  to  invite  the  Building  a  Town  or.  this  Side  of  the 
.£#?• 
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are  wild,  tame,  and  water  Fowl  of  moll  Sorts,  and  in  great  Plenty.  In 
the  Hills  there  are  Deer,  and  that  beautiful  Creature  the  Roe  Buckci. 
Their  Horfes  are  fmall,  and  fo  are  their  black  Cattle,  which  is  chiefly 
owing  to  their  feeding  too  great  a  Number,  and  their  Lands  lying  in 
common,  for  otherwife  few  Places  produce  better  Pafture.  They  have  alfo 
excellent  Sheep,  and  no  fmall  Quantity  of  Swine  r.  Their  Coafts  abound 
with  different  Sorts  of  Sea  Fifh,  and  particularly  Herring. 

The  Inhabitants  are  in  general  well  made,  very  adtive  and  robuff,  not- 
withft anding  which  they  are  moftly  poor  and  indolent ;  their  Houfes,  fay¬ 
ing  thofe  of  the  old  Barons,  now  moftly  converted  into  Farms,  but  very 
indifferent,  and  except  the  ordinary  and  neceftary  mechanic  Employments, 
a  good  deal  of  Linnen  (fome  of  which  is  very  fine)  and  Boat  Building,  they 
can  be  fcarce  faid  to  have  any  Manufactures  s.  This  is  chiefly  owing  to 
their  having  no  foreign  Commerce,  and  very  little  Intercourfe  with  Stran¬ 
gers.  But  as  thefe  Evils  are  obvious,  fo  they  might  be  eafily  remedied, 
by  fending  a  few  ikilful  Farmers  and  induftrious  Mechanics  amongfl  them, 
who  would  foon  teach  them  to  fee  their  own  Interefts,  and  the  many  Be¬ 
nefits  that  might  be  derived  from  fo  pleafant  and  fertile  a  Country  as  that 
in  which  they  live  *. 

This,  as  our  old  Writers  agree,  was  the  firfl  Ifland  poftefted  by  the 
Scots,  under  the  Command  of  Reuda,  or  as  others  call  him  Rothfay,  their 
Leader  u,  and  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  built  the  Town  and  Fort  of  Roth¬ 
fay,  which  though  a  royal  Borough,  and  giving  lince  the  Reign  of  Robert 
III.  the  Title  of  Duke  to  the  Heir  apparent  of  the  Crown  w,  is  but  a  very 
inconflderable  Place,  in  which  there  may  be  about  fix  or  feven  hundred  In¬ 
habitants  x.  The  Bay  upon  which  it  ftands  is  a  very  fine  one,  capable  of 
holding  a  Fleet  of  large  Ships,  but  the  Entrance  and  Quay  are  very  indif¬ 
ferent,  which  with  the  Aftiftance  of  their  noble  Proprietor,  and  with 

q  This  tho’  fmall  is  juftly  efleemed  excellent  Venifon,  Slbbaldi  Prodrom.  Nat.  Hid:.  Scotiae, 
P.  ii.  lib.  2.  p.  9. 

r  This  Abundance  of  Provifion,  which  is  alfo  capable  of  great  Increafe,  is  another  Circumftance 
in  Favour  of  the  propofed  Improvement. 

5  Some  Years  fince,  when  an  Ofnabrig  Manufacture  fubfifled  at  Dunoon,  it  was  in  part  carried 
on  here,  on  account  of  the  Cheapnefs  of  Living  and  Labour. 

1  In  fuch  an  Ifland  as  this,  whoever  would  plant  the  Tree  of  Induftry,  mull:  ufe  the  fame  Me¬ 
thod  which  Cato  took  to  excite  the  People  of  Rome  againd:  the  Carthaginians  ;  he  muff  produce 
fome  of  its  richeft  Fruits,  and  tell  them,  thefe  may  be  procured  without  War  or  Travel,  only 
by  taking  (as  other  Folks  do)  a  little  more  Pains  at  Home. 

u  Bed.  Ecclef.  Hid:.  Gent.  Ang.  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  J.  Fordun.  Scotichron.  lib.  i.  cap.  28,  p.  47.  . 

w  Camden.  Britan  p.  695.  Selden’s  Titles  of  Honor,  P.  ii.  chap.  vii.  p.  698.  'I his  Creation 
was  A.  D.  1398.  Crawford’s  Peerage  of  Scotland,  p  431. 

*  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.214,  215- 

Vol.  L  4  E 
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great  Probability  of  Succefs,  the  Inhabitants  are  ufing  their  utmoll  Endea¬ 
vours  to  improve  y.  Their  chief  Support  is  the  Pierring  Fifhery,  in  which 
they  employ  from  one  hundred  and  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  ieventy,  or, 
according  to  later  Accounts,  about  two  hundred  Boats,  all  built  by  them- 
felves,  and  each  of  thefe  Boats  requires  four  Hands.  They  don’t  go  to 
feek  the  Fifh  in  the  deep  Water,  but  wait  till  they  come  upon  their  own 
Coafts,  and  fell  them  daily  as  they  take  them  to  the  attending  Traders 
from  Glafgow,  Greenock,  and  other  Places.  There  are  two  Ferries,  one 
from  Rothfay  to  Greenock,  which  is  about  five  Leagues  up  the  Clyde, 
and  the  other  from  Mount  Stewart  to  Larges,  the  neared:  Port  in  the  Shire 
of  Air.  Thefe  go  regularly  every  Week,  the  former  carrying  Corn,  Cattle, 
and  other  Things  for  the  Greenock  Market,  and  the  latter  chiefly  Paflen- 
gers.  Thefe  two  Ferries,  as  they  maintain  a  conflant  Intercourfe  with  the 
Continent,  are  very  advantageous  to  the  Ifland,  and  are  the  chief  Source 
of  what  little  Induftry  there  is  among  the  Inhabitants.  They  moft  of 
them  fpeak  the  Englifh  Language,  which  may  be  confldered  as  their  Mo¬ 
ther  Tongue,  tho’  many  of  them  underftand  and  fome  likewife  can  fpeak 
Galic  or  Erfe,  which  is  the  common  Dialed!  of  the  ordinary  People  in  the 
other  Weftern  Iflands*. 

There  are  feveral  old  Fortrefles,  or  Places  anciently  built  for  Defence, 
fuch  as  Dun  Owl,  or  Dun  Ouil,  and  Dun  Allin  on  the  Weft  Side  3,  and  on 
the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Ifland  a  little  North  from  Rofa  or  Rothfay,  there  is 
an  old  Caftle  three  Stories  high,  which  muft  have  been  when  eredted  a 
ftrong,  a  flately,  and  an  expenfive  Work,  and  a  great  Security  to  the 
Place  b.  For  heretofore  when  frequent  Hoftilities  and  little  Confidence 
reigned  between  the  Highlanders  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  low  Coun¬ 
tries,  Rothfay  was  the  intermediate  Port  to  which  both  brought  their 
Goods,  and  what  Intercourfe  there  was  came  to  be  fettled  there,  and 
this  made  it  larger  and  more  conflderable  than  at  prefent,  when  an  ami- 

y  MS.  Account  of  the  Ifle  of  Bute. 

1  It  is  evident  from  this  Account  that  fince  Martin’s  Time,  who  wrote  above  Half  a  Century 
ago,  the  Royal  Borough  of  Rothfay  and  the  Ifle  in  general  is  improved,  as  not  more  than  Half 
the  Number  of  Boats  now  employed  in  the  Herring  Filhery  were  then  lent  yearly,  which  Change 
of  Circumftances  fhews  what  on  further  Encouragement  might  be  expedfed  in  all  Kinds  of  Im¬ 
provement. 

3  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  215. 

b  Fordun.  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.  p.  81.  fpeaking  of  this  Fortrefs,  as  it  was  in  his  own 
Time,  calls  it,  Caflrum  regale  pulcrum  et  inexpugnabile.  This  was  the  largeft  Caflle  in  all  the 
Weftern  Iflands.  In  Cromwell’s  Time  the  Moat  was  filled  up  and  the  Outworks  demolifhed,. 
But  the  main  Building  remained  entire  till  the  Earl  of  Argyle’s  Attempt  in  May  A.  D.  1685,  when 
it  was  deftroyed.  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  632.  Woodrow’s  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  vol. 
E  P-  533* 
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cable  Correfpondence  is  eftablifhed,  and  no  Traces  of  their  former  Jea- 
loufies  fubfift  c. 

This  evidently  points  out  the  great  Conveniency  of  its  Situation,  and 
makes  it  more  than  probable,  that  with  fuitable  Encouragement  and  judicious 
Management,  Rothfay  might  be  revived,  and  become  in  Time  the  Entre¬ 
pot  or  common  Magazine  between  the  neighbouring  Continent  and  cir¬ 
cumjacent  Iflands,  for  which  it  feems  by  Nature  to  have  been  deligned,  of 
which  it  was  once  poflefted,  and  to  which  by  a  moderate  Degree  of  At¬ 
tention  it  certainly  might  be  both  eafily  and  effectually  reftored  In  for¬ 
mer  Times  there  were  feveral  Churches  in  the  North  and  in  the  South 
Part  of  the  Ifland  e ;  there  are  at  prefent  but  two  Parishes,  and  in  them 
about  five,  or  as  fome  compute,  ieven  thoufand  Souls.  The  principal 
Proprietor  is  the  Earl  of  Bute ;  befides  his  Lordfhip,  Stewart  oi  Elfick 
and  Ballenden  of  Kearns  have  Houfes  upon  and  Effates  in  the  Ifland  f. 

It  may  be  juffly  inferred  from  this  fuccinCt  Account  of  the  Ifland  of 
which  we  are  fpeaking,  it  is  ffill  capable  of  many  and  great  Improve¬ 
ments  g.  But  as  thefe  muff  follow  each  other  gradually,  it  will  be  luffi- 
cient  to  mention  thofe  that  are  moft  obvious,  may  be  moff  eafily  made, 
and  are  moft  likely  to  introduce  others  The  large  Quantity  they  already 
have  of  excellent  Pafturage,  would,  if  divided,  inclofed,  and  tolerably  im¬ 
proved,  enable  them  to  feed  confiderable  Herds  of  large  and  valuable 
Cattle,  inftead  of  Multitudes  of  little  low  priced  Beafts,  and  this  ealv  i\l- 
teration  would  quickly  turn  in  many  RefpeCts  highly  to  their  Advantage. 
They  might  likewife,  by  amending  and  applying  themfelves  more  aftiduoufly 
to  Agriculture,  raife  great  Crops  of  all  Sorts  of  Grain,  and  might  alfo  fall 

c  Thus,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  particular  Places  fuffer  from  what  becomes  a  common  and 
public  Convenience.  There  was  alfo  in  former  Times  a  floutifhing  School  in  this  Town,  to  which 
many  of  the  moft  confiderable  Families  in  the  Highlands  fent  their  Sons  for  Education,  and  this 
was  likewife  very  beneficial  to- the  Inhabitants. 

d  This  Do&rine  is  confirmed  from  the  Advantages  already  derived  to  the  Inhabitants  from  the 
Ferries  to  Greenock  and  Larges. 

e  As  for  Inftance  Kil-Michel,  Kil-BIain,  Kil-Chattan,  &c.  to  the  Number  of  twelve,  befides 
Lady  Kirk  in  the  Borough  of  Rothfay,  and  there  were  alfo  thirty  Hermitages,  which  are  diftin- 
guithed  by  the  Addition  of  Kerry  before  the  Name  of  the  Place,  as  Kerry  Lamont.  From  the 
Confideration  of  the  Barons  Houfes,  Chapels,  Hermitages,  and  the  Extent  of  Rothfay  Caftle 
and  Town,  may  we  not  fafely  conclude,  that  in  ancient  Times  this  Ifland  was  better  peopled  ? 

f  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  215. 

s  Let  it  be  confidered,  that  the  Climate  is  mild,  the  Soil  fruitful,  and  the  Herring  Fifhery 
abundant,  and  we  cannot  but  fee  Induftry  alone  is  wanting. 

h  It  is  of  infinite  Confequence  to  begin  right,  the  Improvements  here  propofed  are  evidently 
attainable,  and  thefe  once  attained,  will  afford  Spirit,  Skill,  and  Scope  to  proceed  to  many  Things 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  now,  and  therefore  it  would  be  needlefs,  if  not  impertinent,  to 
mention  them,  tho’  in  fucceeding  Ages  thofe  that  would  be  now  thought  fo  may  be  not  attempted 
only  but  accomplifhed. 

*  4E2 


into 


$8o  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

into  making  Malt  and  baking  Bifcuit  k  By  thefe  and  other  fuch  like 
Branches  of  Induftry  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Rle  of  Wight,  of  Portfea,  and 
the  Town  of  Portfmouth,  have,  almoft  within  Memory,  become  rich  and 
thriving k.  If  we  confider  that  Bute  and  its  Port  of  Rothlay  lies  in  the 
Mouth  of  that  River  which  has  the  largeft  Share  of  Trade,  and  the  greateft 
Refort  of  Shipping  in  North  Britain,  and  withal  remember  the  Cheapnefs 
of  Labour,  it  will  appear  by  no  means  a  difficult  Talk  to  bring  a  com¬ 
petent  Proportion  of  the  victualling  Trade,  and  perhaps  of  Bark  as  well  as 
Boat-building  hither ;  more  efpecially  if  fuitable  Regard  be  had  to  thefe 
Objects  in  repairing  and  improving  the  Quay  k  Whenever  any  Thing  of 
this  Sort  is  attempted  in  earned:  and  with  Spirit,  a  new  Scene  will  quickly 
open.  The  People  when  once  they  have  fuch  a  Market  as  this  brought 
home,  will  afpire  and  find  Funds  fufficient  to  carry  them  in  their  owa 
YefTels  to  foreign  Markets.  They  will  not  wait  (as  they  now  do)  till  the 
Fifh  come  to  their  own  Coafls,  but  will  go  and  feek  them  in  the  deep  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  in  a  few  Years  be  as  early,  as  keen,  and  as  fuccefsful  in  this  Fiffi- 
ery  as  the  Dutch  m.  When  this  ffiall  happen,  as  happen  it  will,  no  Won¬ 
der  at  all  will  arife  at  the  Event,  but  the  only  Wonder  will  be,  how 
Advantages  fo  great  andfo  apparent  came  to  be  fo  long  and  fo  totally  over¬ 
looked  n. 

The  Rle  of  Bute  has  on  the  Eafl  two  Illands,  Kumbra-more  and  Kum- 
bra-beg,  that  is  Kumbra  the  larger  and  thelefs0.  The  former  has  the 
Continent  on  the  Eaft,  at  the  Diftance  of  a  Mile ;  Cowel,  about  five 
Miles  to  the  North ;  Bute,  at  nearly  the  fame  Diftance,  on  the  Weft ;  and 
Little  Kumbra,  fcarce  a  Mile  to  the  South  Weft.  It  is  about  three  Miles 
long,  fcarce  two  in  its  greateft  Breadth,  hardly  nine  in  Circumference  L 
Always  celebrated  for  its  Fertility,  capable  of  producing  all  Kinds  of 
Grain  in  Perfection,  as  alfo  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  every  Sort  of  Timber.. 
In  Soil  and  Climate  not  at  all  inferior  to  Bute,  very  level,  and  yet  well 

J  This  is  in  the  Order  of  Nature  ;  when  Cattle  and  Corn  are  once  obtained,  their  Owners  next 
Care  will  be  to  turn  them  to  the  bell  Advantage. 

k  Thefe  are  Cafes  in  point,  and  therefore  from  the  Succefs  in  one  Place  we  may  with  Proba- 
bility  conclude  the  like  Succefs  will  follow  from  like  Endeavours  in  another. 

I  The  Connexion  of  thefe  Improvements  one  with  another,  and  their  general  Suitablenefs  to 
this  Ifle  and  Port,  will  exceedingly  facilitate  their  Introduction. 

m  it  is  well  known  that  the  Herrings  divide,  and  that  one  Shoal  pades  through  the  Weftern 
Illands,  fo  that  from  Arran  and  Bute  they  might  be  caught  as  foon  within  a  few  Weeks  as  on  the 
Coal!  of  Shetland,  and  carried  to  many  of  the  principal  Markets  much  fooner,  by  the  happy 
Situation  of  thefe  Illes  for  foreign  Commerce. 

II  Some  of  the  molt  frequented  Ports  in  South  Britain  were  alfo  long  overlooked,  Liverpool 
became  confiderable  only  in  the  lad:  Age,  and  Whitehaven  in  this. 

°  Thefe  Blands  are  mentioned  by  Fordun,  Boethius,  and  all  our  old  Authors  who  fpeak  of 
them  as  larger,  or  at  leaf!  more  condderable,  than  at  prefent. 

P  Thefe  Measures  are  exafUy  taken  from  the  Map  before  mentioned. 
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fupplied  with  fine  Springs  of  excellent  Water*].  It  is  a  diftind  Parifh  ; 
and  tho’  the  whole  Ifle  does  not  contain  above  two  thoufand  of  improve- 
able  Acres,  yet  it  fubfifts  upwards  of  threefcore  Families,  making  together 
between  three  and  four  hundred  Souls.  Part  of  it  is  the  Property  of  the 
Earl  of  Bute,  the  other  Part  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Glafgow  r.  The  Lefler 
Kumbra  is  not  much  above  a  Mile  in  Circumference,  rough  and  hilly, 
was  formerly  full  of  Deers.  At  prefent  there  are  but  two  Families  upon 
it,  who  pay  the  Proprietor  (the  Earl  of  Eglington)  his  Rent  in  Rabbit 
Skins  t.  About  half  a  League  Welt  of  Bute,  about  the  fame  Diftance 
South  from  Cowel,  and  two  Leagues  to  the  Eaft  of  Arran,  lies  lnchmar- 
noch  ;  little  fuperior  in  Size  to  the  Lefter,  but  in  Point  of  Beauty  and 
Fertility  nothing  inferior  to  the  Larger  Kumbra;  abounding,  for  its  fmall 
Extent,  with  Trees,  Corn,  and  Failure,  finely  diverfified  with  Flills  and 
Vallies,  and  remarkably  healthy  u..  Herein  ancient' Times  was  a  Cell  of 
religious  Perfons,  or  Keeldees,  who  fubfilling  by  the  Labour  of  their  own 
Hands,  enjoyed  in  this  pleafant  Iflet  the  Sweets  of  Solitude  w.  It  belongs 
to  the  Earl  of  Bute. 

ARRAN. 

rTr"^HE  large  Illand,  which  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus  is  filled  Glotta, 
from  whence  the  Name  of  Glottae  iEftuarium  is  given  to  what  we 
now  call  the  Firth  of  Clyde5*,  is  by  the  anonymus  Geographer  named 
Iberran,  which  preferving  the  Termination,  is  with  us,  and  has  been  fome 
Ages,  named  the  Illand  of  Arran  y.  This  feems  to  be  a  more  probable  Ety¬ 
mology,  than  that  it  was  fo  called  from  the  Irilh  Word  Arran,  which  fig- 
nifies^Bread  z.  It  lies  in  the  Mouth  of  the  beforementioned  Firth,  and 
diredly  oppofite  to  Loch  Fyne,  having  Cowel  five  Miles  to  the  North ; 
Bute,  near  ten  Miles  North  Eafi: ;  Saltcoats,  on  the  Continent,  at  the  Dif¬ 
tance  of  feven  Leagues  due  Eafi: ;  Air  at  fomewhat  a  greater  Diftance, 
South  Eafi: ;  the  Peninfula  of  Cantyre  on  the  Well,  diftant  about  two 
Leagues ;  with  Loch  Ryan  in  Galloway,  fifteen  Leagues  South  Eaft;  and 

From  the  MS.  Account  of  the  Ille  of  Bute. 
r  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Blands,  p.  215.  IMS.  Account. 

5  Fovdun.  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.  p.  81.  Infula  Combray  minor,  infignis  VenatuS,  pan¬ 
tos  igitur  habet  Incolas. 

t  From  the  MS.  Account  of  the  Ifle  of  Bute. 

u  This  Account  was  taken  from  an  intelligent  Perfon  well  acquainted  with  this  Illand; 
w  Fordun.  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.  p.  81. 

x  Camdeni  Britan.  695.  he  writes  Glota,  fome  think  it  fhould  be  Clota. 
y  Baxteri  Gloflar.  Antiquit.  Britan,  p.  135.  It  is  not  impoffible  that  f be  ran  might  fignify 
Bread-Bland,  but  to  deferve  that  Name,  the  Country  mull  have  been  then  in  a  State  very  different 
from  that  in  which  it  is  now. 

*  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Hands,  p.  21  y. 
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the  Bay  of  Carrickfergus  in  Ireland,  eighteen  South  Weft.  A  Situation 
remarkably  commodious,  as  with  a  fair  Wind,  Ships  may  proceed  from 
thence  to  France,  Spain,  or  Italy  in  the  Space  of  a  Week  a.  The  Air  is 
pretty  ftiarp,  but  pure,  and  remarkably  wholefome  in  refpedt  to  the  Na¬ 
tives  ;  their  Springs  fomewhat  earlier,  their  Summers  warmer,  their  Win¬ 
ters  colder,  with  more  Rain  and  Snow,  than  upon  the  Continent.  The 
extreme  Height  of  its  Mountains  occafions  frequent  Guftsof  Wind,  and 
fubjedts  the  Inhabitants  to  very  variable  Weather  b.  Their  longeft  Day  is 
fomewhat  more  than  feventeen  Hours. 

The  Shape  of  this  Ifland  is  very  differently  reprefented  in  Maps,  in  fome 
of  the  lateft  its  Form  approaches  that  of  an  Oval.  The  Face  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  is  far  from  being  agreeable,  being  almoft  every  where  rough  and  moun¬ 
tainous  c.  The  Cock  of  Arran,  which  is  towards  the  Northern  Extre¬ 
mity,  is  a  famous  Sea  Mark  d.  But  the  higheft  Mountain  is  near  the 
Center  of  the  Ifle,  called  Goat  Field  e,  from  the  Top  of  which  in  a  fe- 
rene  Day  the  three  Britfth  Kingdoms  may  be  leen,  together  with  the  Ifle 
of  Man  f.  It  is  in  Length  from  South  to  North  twenty-four  Miles,  its 
greateft  Breadth  from  Eaft  to  Weft  fourteen,  being  in  many  Places  in¬ 
dented  by  the  Sea  g.  It  is  about  fix  times  as  large  as  Bute,  fomething  fu- 
perior  in  Size  to  Anglefea,  and  nearly  equal  to  the  Bland  of  Granada, 
which  has  been  lately  acquired  by  us  in  the  Weft  Indies  h.  A  very  fmall 
Part  of  it  near  the  Sea  Coaft  is  improved  *,  and  much  the  greater  Part  of 
the  Bland  poffibly  in  ancient  Times  was,  and  certainly  might  be  fo.  For 
tho’  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  many  of  thefe  high  Mountains  are  no  better 
than  fo  many  barren  Rocks,  and  others  at  prefent  over-run  with  Heath 
and  Fern  k,  yet  there  is  tolerable  Pafture  upon  moft  of  them,  and  the 
Country  is  by  no  means  deftitute  of  natural  Commodities.  Amongft  thefe 
we  may  reckon  Fullers  Earth  in  fome  Places ],  white  and  brown  Chryftal, 

a  The  Filheries  revived,  p.  32. 

b  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland  tranfmitted  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  D.  Main. 

c  Donald  Monro’s  Account  of  the  Iflands  that  belong  to  Scotland. 

u  The  Situation  of  this  Ifle,  the  Conveniency  of  this  Port,  and  the  great  Refort  of  Shipping 
thereto,  renders  this  Sea  Mark  highly  ufeful. 

c  Leflei  Region,  et  Infular.  Scotias  Defcriptio,  p.  34. 

f  Mr.  D.  Main’s  Acccunt  of  Arran,  which,  from  this  Circumfhmce,  appears  capable  of  great, 
commercial  Correfpondence. 

E  Fifheries  revived,  p.  31.  Martin  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  217.  makes  it 
but  feven  (Scots)  Miles  broad. 

h  Thefe  Computations  were  made  with  all  the  Caiution  and  all  the  Circumfpe&ion  poflible. 

1  Such  was  its  Condition  when  the  learned  Camden  wrote.  A  Century  and  a  Half  have  fince 
elapfed,  and  fuch  is  its  Condition  flill ! 

k  The  Ranknefs  of  Weeds,  which  in  other  Words  is  the  Strength  of  Vegetation,  fhews  what 
Skill  and  Induflry  might  produce  in  fo  fertile  a  Soil. 

1  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Illands,  p.  218. 
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Onyxes  of  many  Sorts,  Limeftone  in  great  Abundance,  Freeftone  of  a  very 
deep  fine  Grain,  which  appears  at  Day,  and  alfo  a  harder  Kind  of  Stone, 
of  a  red  Colour,  fit  for  building,  and  which  will  endure  for  Ages ni.  There 
is  a  Vein  of  good  Coal  which  burns  bright  and  clear,  without  either  Flame 
or  Smoke;  excellent  Peat  or  Turf,  little  inferior  to  Coals,  and  in  prodigious 
Plenty n.  What  arable  Land  there  is,  lies,  as  has  been  faid,  along  the 
Shore,  and  though  it  wears  no  very  promifing  Appearance  to  Strangers,  yet 
it  yields  with  very  little  Labour  confiderable  Crops  of  Bear,  Oats,  Peas, 
Potatoes,  and  moft  Kinds  of  Garden  Stuff0.  Someiinall  Quantities  of  Flax 
and  Hemp,  but  a  great  deal  more  might  be  raifed,  nor  is  either  the  Soil  or 
Climate  at  all  unfavourable  to  Timber,  fince  there  are  fome  very  large  Firs, 
and  natural  Coppices  all  over  the  Ifland,  one  of  which  is  a  Mile  long  p. 

This  Ifland  is  admirably  watered,  having  innumerable  Springs  in  every 
Part  of  it,  four  or  five  frefli  Water  Lochs,  particularly  Loch  Yerfaq,  out 
of  which  there  runs  a  fine  River.  There  are  befides  many  Rivulets,  five 
confiderable  Streams  that  fall  into  the  Sea  on  the  Weft  Side,  and  as  many 
on  the  Eaft,  and  of  thefe  there  are  feveral  capable  of  driving  Mills,  or  of 
being  employed  to  other  Purpofes,  either  for  the  Improvement  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  or  the  promoting  Manufactures r.  There  are  in  Arran  all  Kinds  of 
Birds,  and  all  the  Fowl  common  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,  particularly  the 
black  Cock  and  grey  Hens,  Abundance  of  Partridges,  and  Tarmachensc 
in  great  Plenty.  Black  Cattle  of  a  pretty  good  Size,  and  as  they  have  fuf- 
ficient  Room  to  feed  are  fat  enough  to  fetch  a  good  Price,  confidering  the 
Number  exported,  which  is  annually  about  a  Thoufandu.  They  have  a 

m  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Ifles,  p.  218. 

n  Mr.  D.  Main’s  Account,  fo  much  the  more  to  be  relied  on,  as  coming  from  a  Perfon  of  Skill 
and  Experience  in  Things  of  this  Nature. 

0  We  may  eafily  conceive  great  Improvements  might  be  made  by  Perfons  {killed  in  Agriculture, 
where  fo  much  refults  from  the  rudeft  Tillage. 

p  Thefe  Firs  were  planted  for  Ornament  at  Brodwic  Caftle,  but  would  doubtlefs  have  grown 
as  well  if  planted  there  or  any  where  elfe  for  Ufe. 

q  This  is  properly  a  double  Loch,  the  Water  running  out  of  Loch  Tan  into  Loch  Year  fa  or 
Herfay. 

r  This  is  a  Circumftance  of  infinite  Importance,  for  though  notwithftanding  this  happy  Dif- 
tribution  of  Water,  Arran  has  for  Ages  remained  unimproved,  yet  the  Capacity  for  Improvement 
ftili  fubfifts,  and  only  needs  to  be  coniidered  to  convince  any  competent  Judge,  that  in  a  Country 
where  People  gladly  work  for  a  Groat  a  Day,  with  fuch  Affiflance  any  Sort  of  Manufadlure 
might  be  carried  on  to  great  Advantage. 

s  This  is  theTetrao  feu  Urogallus  Minor  of  Aldrovandus,  and  other  Naturalifts.  Willoughby’s 
Ornithology,  p.  172,  173.  In  Sweden  called  Orre. 

f  The  Lagopus  Avis,  the  Francolin  of  Italy,  by  fome  the  White  Partridge,  in  Scotland  called 
the  Ptarmigan  or  Termachen,  well  deferibed  by  Dr.  Hill  in  his  Hiftory  of  Animals,  p.  488. 
efteemed  the  moft  delicious  Kind  of  wild  Fowl.  Some  of  thefe  (though  not  from  this  Ifland)  have 
been  brought  by  Sea  tolerably  fweet  to  London,  and  allowed  to  be  a  great  Delicacy. 

u  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  222, 
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hardy  ferviceable  Breed  of  Horfes,  Sheep,  Goats,  Swine,  and  Rabbits  in 
Plenty  i  but  there  are  no  Hares,  for,  as  the  Inhabitants  report,  though 
brought  over  more  than  once,  they  would  never  breed  in  thelfland;  Otters 
there  are,  but  no  Foxes  In  the  Hills  they  have  a  confiderable  Number 
of  wild  Deer,  but  thofe  are  the  fole'Property  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. 
The  Lochs  and  Rivers  abound  with  Salmon,  Trout,  and  other  delicate  Fifh, 
and  Cod,  Ling,  Whiting,  and  various  other  Sorts  are  caught  upon  their 
Sea  Coafts,  as  well  as,  in  their  proper  Seafon,  large  Quantities  of  the  fineit 
Herring 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  are  in  general  of  a  brown,  fome  of  them 
of  a  dark-brown  Complexion,  well  proportioned,  flout  limbed,  and  tho’ 
through  want  of  Encouragement  in  Appearance  indolent,  yet  are  capable 
of  much  Labour  and  Fatigue  Y.  They  dwell  in  fcattered  Villages  over  all 
the  Ille,  and  except  the  mechanic  Employments,  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
their  Subiiltence,  they  have  no  Manufactures  among!!  them;  if  we  except 
the  burning  the  Sea  Wreck  into  Kelp,  which  they  fell  for  about  forty  and 
fometimes  fifty  Shillings  a  Ton.  As  for  Fern  Allies,  they  are  either  un¬ 
acquainted  with  their  Ufe,  or  know  not  how  to  carry  them  to  Market, 
fince  they  fuffer  Perfons  from  England  to  come  and  burn  the  Fern,  and 
carry  away  the  Allies  in  their  own  Velfels.  They  alfo  fpin  and  weave  a 
little  coarle  Cloth  for  their  own  Ufe7,  and  fpend  the  red  of  their  Time  in 
Grazing  and  Agriculture,  both  of  which  are  by  them  very  indifferently 
underdood  a.  The  Want  of  Commerce  is,  if  not  the  lole,  at  lead  the 
principal  Source  of  their  Indigence  and  Indolence ;  they  are  ignorant  of  the 
Value  of  Indudry,  and  from  that  Caufe  folely  are  not  indudrious,  which 
is  a  drong  Confirmation  of  our  Polition,  that  foreign  Traffic  is  fo  elfential 

v  Mr.  D.  Main’s  Account  of  this  Ifland,  from  his  own  Obfervation,  and  the  Aecounts  given 
him  by  the  People  of  Arran. 

x  It  has  been  fuppofed  that  Peat  Smoke  might  anfwer  in  curing  red  Herrings,  but  the  Experi¬ 
ment  has  never  been  made,  from  a  Notion  that  the  Herring  caught  here  are  too  good.  It  is  true 
that  red  Herring  in  general  are  made  of  inferior  Fifh,  becaufe  though  made  with  more  Trouble 
and  at  greater  Expence,  they  fell  lower  than  pickled  Herrings,  and  therefore  none  are  thus  cured 
that  are  fit  for  Pickling;  but  the  Cheapnefs  of  Labour  and  Fuel  confidered,  it  may  be  well  worth 
while  to  make  the  Trial,  for  certainly  the  bed  Fifh  well  cured  would  make  the  belt  red  Herring, 
and  of  Courfe  bring  the  beff  Price  at  every  Market. 

7  It  ?s  but  juft  to  add,  thcfe  People  are  very  inquifitive,  docile,  and  ingenious,  fo  that  being 
once  tolerably  inftruCted  and  properly  encouraged,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  profecuting 
every  kind  of  Improvement  with  Diligence  and  Effect.  What  Merit,  what  Charity,  what  Huma¬ 
nity  would  there  be  in  teaching  thefe  People  the  Value  of  their  own  Country  ? 

z  Flax  and  Hemp  are  raifed  only  for  this  inconfiderable  Manufacture;  but  either  extend  this. 
Or  put  the  People  in  the  Way  of  fuppjying  other  Manufacturers,  and  much  larger  Quantities 
would  be  raifed.  The  producing  the  Fruits  of  Induftry,  and  putting  them  in  every  Body’s 
Power,  will  certainly  and  fpeedily  too  excite  Induftry. 

a  Their  Grazing  and  Hulbandry  are  fuited  to  their  Occafions  and  Circumftances,  and  if  thefe 
were  mended,  they  would  quickly  mend  alfo. 
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to  an  Illand,  that  with  it  the  Inhabitants  will  thrive  and  live  at  their  Eafe, 
which  they  never  can  do  without  it  b. 

In  Arran  there  are  many  Remains  of  Druidical  Superflition,  a  plain 
Proof  that  it  was  known  and  inhabited  in  very  early  Times  c.  Th.ere  are 
in  it  many  remarkable  Caves  in  Point  of  Size  and  Situation,  and  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  l'ome  antient  Fortrefles  d.  The  Caflle  of  Broadwic,  which  be¬ 
longs  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  remains  Bill  a  large  Edifice, 
and  mud;  antiently  have  been  both  ftrong  and  fumptuous  e.  Befides  this, 
his  Grace  has  another  Houfe  at  Loch  Keniftel.  The  greateft  Beauty  Arran 
can  boaft  is  derived  from  Nature,  and  confifts  in  the  incomparable  Har¬ 
bour  of  Lamlach,  which  lies  in  the  South  Eaft  Part  of  the  Idand,  covered 
by  Lamlach  a  fmall  Idand,  which  is  about  three  Quarters  of  a  Mile  long*'. 
This  Haven  is  a  kind  of  Circle  of  nine  Miles  in  Circumference,  furrounded 
by  high  Mountains,  capable  of  holding  five  Hundred  Sail  of  Ships,  with 
great  Conveniency  and  in  the  utmod:  Safety ;  its  diftinguhhing  Excellency 
arifes  from  the  Difpofition  of  the  Idand  at  its  Mouth,  which  affords  a  dou¬ 
ble  Entrance  and  Outlet,  fo  that  with  almoft  any  Wind  Ships  can  either 
come  in  or  fail  out  g.  To  the  North,  at  the  Didance  of  about  dve  Leagues, 
lies  the  Harbour  of  Loch  Ranfa,  which  is  Land  locked,  and  though  in 
other  Refpedts  very  commodious,  is  dry  at  Low  Water  h.  However  the 
Bay  without  is  fpacious,  and  Sixty  or  Seventy  Ships  may  Anchor  there  in 
great  Safety  h  There  are  many  Bays  and  Creeks  in  which  fmall  Vedels 
may  ride  in  Security,  round  the  whole  Idand,  which  is  generally  a  bold 
Coaft,  where  no  Danger  is  to  be  feared  L  With  all  thele  natural  Ad  an- 
tages  we  may  venture  to  affert,  that  notwithdanding  its  prefent  Condition, 
this  Idand  is  certainly  capable  of  receiving  very  great  Improvements. 

If  it  fhould  be  afked,  what  are  thefe?  we  may  anfwer,  that  in  the  firft 
Place  it  would  be  very  happy  that  the  Veins  of  Lead  and  Copper,  that 

b  In  order  to  comprehend  this  Matter  fully,  condder  the  Defcription  of  Zealand,  one  of  the 
feven  Provinces,  by  Guicciardin,  or  Lemnius. 

c  See  Rowland’s  Mona  Antiqua  Reftaurata  p.  366.  where  a  Character  is  given  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Hebrides,  by  that  learned  and  candid  Antiquary  Edward  Lhwyd. 

d  Defcription  of  the  Wellern  Elands,  p.  219. 

e  Fordun  the  elded  of  the  Scots  Hidorians,  mentions  thefe  Cadies  then  belonging  to  the  Crown, 
Seotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10. 

i  Leflei  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotia;  Defcript.  p.  34.  Buchan.  Rerum.  Scoticarum  Hid.  lib.  i. 
from  Donald  Monro,  they  call  the  Ide  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Port,  Molas. 

8  The  Fifheries  revived,  p.  29.  where  there  is  an  exa6t  Defcription  and  Draft  of  this  Port. 

h  Account  of  this  Idand  by  Mr.  Main. 

1  The  Fifheries  revived,  p.  29. 

k  Upon  a  drift  Examination,  fome  of  thefe  little  Havens  may  be  found  capable  of  Improve¬ 
ment,  at  a  fmall  Expence,  if  ever  that  fhould  become  necelTary. 

4  F  have 
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have  been  difcovered  there,  were  wrought151,  which  would  encourage  the 
opening  of  their  Coal  Mine,  which  though  once  injudicioufly  worked, 
might  be  eafily  made  a  Thing  of  Value,  and  their 'Stone  Quarries  might 
alfo  be  wrought  to  Advantage11.  In  the  next  Place  their  Fifheries  might 
be  extended,  in  which  at  prefent  they  employ  about  fifty  or  fixty  Boats  in 
catching  Herring  only  °,  which  are  all  fold  to  Strangers  and  eaten  frefli, 
fome  being  carried  as  far  as  Edinburgh,  on  account  of  their  being  as  fine 
Fifh'  as  any  of  the  Kind,  and  coming  in  early  p.  Circumfiances  by  which 
they  might  furely  turn  to  greater  Advantages.  Thirdly,  Salt,  Soap,  or 
Glafs  might  be  made  here,  or  indeed  all  three,  with  great  Conveniency 
and  Cheapnefsr.  If  any  of  thefe  were  attempted,  their  Hufbandry  and 
their  Crazing  would  be  quickly  extended  and  gradually  improved,  fince 
notwithstanding  its  rugged  Appearance,  there  are  vafi:  Quantities  of  Land 
in  Arran,  that  might  be  turned  to  account  under  proper  Management ; 
but  this  can  never  be  expeded,  till  by  the  Profped  of  fuitable  Encourage¬ 
ment,  the  Inhabitants  are  prompted  by  the  Hopes  of  living  better,  to  that 
Induftry  to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  Strangers s. 

There  were  formerly  feveral  Churches  in  this  Ifle,  at  prefent  there  are 
but  two  Parifhes,  viz.  Kilbride  and  Kilmoray,  the  Ministers  of  each  have 
fifty  Pounds  a  Year;  there  is  alfo  a  Chapel  and  a  Catechifi:  at  Loch  Ran  fa,, 
endowed  by  Anne  Dutchefs  of  Hamilton,  with  Twenty-five  Pounds  a  Year t. 
All  the  Inhabitants  are  good  Proteftants,  and  the  Number  of  Souls  is  com- 

m  There  is  nothing  more  incertain  than  Mining,  To  balance  this,  extraordinary  Encourage¬ 
ment  muft  be  given.  A  long  Leafe,  at  a  {mall  Rent,  would  tempt  {kilful  Perfons  to  adventure. 
A  Provjfo,  that  the  Leafe  fhould  be  void  in  cafe  the  Leflee  defined  from  working  one,  two,  or 
three  .Years,  would  fccure  the  Proprietor  from  any  ill  EfFeCts  from  fuch  a  Leafe,  and  procure  a 
fair  Trial. 

n  The  Coal  Mine  was  wrought  by  a  Gentleman  from  Ireland.  People  have  come  in  Boats 
from  the  fame  Country,  raifed  Slabs  of  Stone  from  twelve  to  eighteen  and  even  to  thirty  Inches 
thick,  which  they  fold  at  Dublin. 

°  Few  of  thefe  Boats  exceed  fourteen  Tuns,  and  except  thefe,  according  to  Mr.  Main’s  Ac¬ 
count,  there  is  hardly  a  VefTel  belonging  to  the  Ifland. 

p  That  is  fame  what  earlier  than  the  fame  Fifh  are  caught  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  and  thus, 
without  leaving  Home  the  Inhabitants  have  a  certain  and  immediate  Market. 

C1  If  as  has  been  hinted  before,  better  red  Herrings  than  were  ever  exported  could  be  made: 
here,  either  with  Peat  or  Wood  Smoke  (for  their  Coppice  Wood  might  ferve  for  this  Purpofe) 
cheaper  than  any  where  elfe,  would  it  not  be  much  more  profitable  to  fend  a  Part  of  their  Her¬ 
rings  thus  cured  abroad,  than  to  vend  all  for  Home  Coninmption  ?  A  Dozen  cured  would  pro¬ 
duce  what  an  Hundred  frefli  are  fold  for. 

r  Coals,  Fifh-oil,  and  Kelp,  cannot  be  any  where  had  at  a  lower  Rate,  or  the  other  Requifite 
to  thefe  Manufactures,  Labour,  beany  where  procured  ufx>n  more  moderate  Terms. 

s  If  the  inquifitive  Perufer  will  take  the  Trouble  of  examining  into  the  Nature  of  the  Country,, 
Climate,  Productions,  &c.  of  Swifferland,  and  particularly  the  Cantons  of  Lucerne,  Uri,  and 
Schweifs,  he  will  be  fully  convinced  there  is  nothing  extravagant  or  impracticable,  much  lefs  ab- 
furd  or  impoffible,  in  what  is  here  fuggefted. 

‘  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern.  Hands,  p.  225.  Mr..  Main’s  Account  of  this  Hand.. 

puted 
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puted  at  about  five  Thoufand.  On  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Wand  the  People 
in  general  fpeak  Englifli,  and  Galic,  Irifh  or  Erie  on  the  Weft11.  The 
Duke  of  Hamilton  is  the  principal  Proprietor,  and  pofifefles  by  far  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Iiland.  Mr.  Fullerton  of  Kilmoy  is  Hereditary  Coro¬ 
ner,  and  his  Family  have  been  fettled  here  between  feven  and  eight  Hun¬ 
dred  Years,  and  Mr.  Stuart  of  Kildonald  has  alfo  a  fmall  Eftate ;  there 
may  belikewife,  befides  thefe,  fome  other  Proprietors.  We  have  now  gone 
through'  the  Shire  of  Bute,  which  is  compofed  of  thefe  Iflands,  and  fends 
a  Member  to  Parliament,  alternately  with  the  Shire  of  Caithnefs  w.  We 
will  conclude  with  obferving,  that  though  thefe  Wands  contain,  all  taken 
together,  about  four  Times  as  much  Land  as  Guernfey, '  Jerfey,  and  their 
Dependencies  x,  yet  they  have  not  in  them  all  above  a  fourth  Part  of  the 
Number  of  Inhabitants  7,  which  will  not  appear  in  any  Degree  ftrange  to 
the  judicious  Reader,  if  he  takes  the  Trouble  of  perufing  and  comparing 
the  Account  we  have  given  of  thefe,  with  the  Detail  that  we  have  like- 
wife  given  of  thofe  Wands  z. 

I  L  A. 

TH  E  firfi:  and  moft  Southern  of  what  are  properly  filled  the  JEbudx, 
is  what  Ptolemy  calls  Epidium  Infula3,  by  the  Natives  Isla,  that 
is  limply  the  IJle  b,  as  being  the  Seat  of  Dominion  and  Miftrefs  of  all  the 
reft.  There  cannot  be  a  more  commodious  Situation,  than  this  little 
Country  enjoys0.  It  has  the  Wand  of  Jura  on  the  North,  from  which  it 

u  If  a  few  Places  for  the  Education  of  Youth,  on  the  Plan  of  the  Charter  Schools  in  Ireland, 
were  eftablifhed  in  Arran,  it  might  prove  the  Means  of  fpreading  the  Englifli  Language,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  introducing  Induftry. 

w  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  224.  Mr.  Main’s  Account  of  this  Ifland. 
x  It  may  be  faid,  that  there  is  (more  efpeeially  in  regard  to  Arran)  a  wide  Difference  in  the 
Nature  of  the  Lands.  But  does  not  this  arife  in  fome  degree  from  Induftry  ?  Is  not  this  excited 
by  a  more  equal  Difpofition  and  Divifion  of  Property  ?  Does  not  this  deferve  the  Confideration  of 
thofe  who  regard  the  public  Intereft  in  all  her  Dominions  ? 

y  This  is  the  beft  Criterion  for  judging  of  the  relative  Value  of  particular  Diftrifts  to  that 
political  Body  of  which  they  are  Members. 
z  Political  Survey  of  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  505. 
a  Geograph,  lib.  viii. 

b  Baxter,  in  Gloffar.  Antiq  Britan,  p.  193.  obferves,  that  through  the  Inaccuracy  of  the  Tran- 
fcribers,  the  firfi  Letter  of  proper  Names  is  frequently  omitted,  (probably  with  a  Defign  of  em- 
bellifhing  or  depicting  them  in  red  after  the  Book  was  finifhed)  whence  he  conceives  that  the 
Mull  of  Cantire,  which  in  Ptolemy  is  called  Epidium,  fliould  be  Pepidium  from  its  Relemblance 
to  a  Pipe  called  in  the  antient  Britifh  Language  Papydh,  and  that  this  Ifland  as  manifeflly  de¬ 
riving  its  Name  from  that  Promontory  fhould  be  Pepidium  or  Pepidiorum  Infula.  The  Name  in 
the  antient  Language  for  an  Ifland  was  Oilen,  Elan,  or  Hen,  and  in  old  Books  this  Country  is 
called  Yle,  Ifle,  in  Latin  Ila. 

c  As  lying  very  happily  for  Trade  to  all  Parts  of  Britam  and  Ireland,  within  a  Week’s  Sail  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  and  open  to  a  Commerce  with  the  Welt  Indies. 

4  F  2  is 
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is  feparated  by  a  Sound,  in  fome  Places  fcarce  one,  in  others  full  four  Miles 
broad.  To  the  Eaft  lies  the  Peninfula  of  Cantire,  at  the  Diftance  of  feven 
Leagues.  Ireland  to  the  South,  at  fomewhat  a  greater  Diftance,  and  the 
Ocean  on  the  Weft,  with  no  Land  between  this  and  America  d.  The 
Climate  is  in  general  mild,  the  Spring  early  and  kindly,  the  Summer  al¬ 
ways  warm,  and  fometimes  very  hote,  the  Winter  generally  rainy  with 
but  little  Froft  or  Snow,  and  when  thefe  happen,  they  are  feldom  of  any 
long  Continuance  ;  lefs  fubjedl  to  violent  Winds  and  fudden  Changes  of 
Weather  than  many  of  the  other  Iflands ;  but  then  a  great  Part  of  it  being 
low,  as  there  are  many  .(landing  Waters  and  fome  Marfhes  about  them,  the 
Air  is  humid,  and  in  Comparifon  of  fome  neighbouring  Iflands  not  fa 
wholefome  h 

Th  e  Face  of  the  Ifland  is  rendered  irregular  by  a  Multitude  of  little 
Hills,  but  it  can  be  called  Mountainous  only  at  the  North  and  the  North 
Eaft  Extremities  g.  It  is  indented  by  two  large  Inlets  of  the  Sea,  one  on 
the  Weft,  the  other  at  the  Southern  Extremity,  which  enter  fo  deep  into 
the  Land  as  to  be  but  two  Miles  afunderk  It  is  in  Length  from  South  to 
North  about  twenty-four  Miles,  and  fixteen,  fome  fay  eighteen  from  Eaft 
to  Weft  in  Breadth,  near  fourfcore  Miles  in  Circumference*.  It  is  larger 
than  the  Ifle  of  Man,  little  inferior  to  the  whole  Province  of  Zealand, 
contains  nearly  as  many  Acres  as  the  County  of  Middlefex,  and  is  very 
little  lefs  than  the  Ifland  of  Scio  in  the  Archipelago  k.  The  Soil  in  general 
is  deep  and  good,  fo  that  many  are  of  Opinion,  that  there  is  little  or  no¬ 
thing  that  grows  in  any  Part  of  Britain,  that  might  not,  with  proper  Ma- 

d  Taken  from  Timothy  Pont’s  large  Map  of  this  Ifland. 

e  As  the  flrongefl:  Proof  of  this,  let  us  confider  what  Mr.  Drummond,  formerly  his  Majefly’s 
Conful  at  Aleppo,  tells  us  in  his  Travels  p.  1 60,  1 61 .  of  his  own  Knowledge.  Having  mentioned 
the  turning  a  beautiful  green  Caterpillar  of  a  footy  black,  by  the  Bite  of  a  Tarantula,  he  proceeds 
»hus,  “  The  fame  Effedf  I  have  obferved  upon  the  human  Body,  from  the  Bite  of  the  Vipers, 
“  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Ifland  of  Ua  in  Scotland.  Wherever  the  Venom  fpreads,  the  Skin  of 
“  the  raoft  beautiful  Girl  will  be  changed  into  a  duflcy  brown  Colour,  like  that  of  the  Adder. 
“  A  Phenomenon  which  I  can  authenticate  from  my  own  Obfervation.”  From  a  Climate  which 
gives  fuch  Venom  to  Vipers  as  is  experienced  only  in  the  warmed  Countries,  we  may  rationally, 
in  regard  to  Fertility,  expett  flmilar  Effects. 

f  From  an  Account  of  this  Ifland,  communicated  by  a  Gentleman  who  refldes  in  it. 

e  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  239. 

h  Into  the  latter  of  thefe,  the  two  (for  the  Size  of  this  Country)  great  Rivers,  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned,  difcharge  their  Waters. 

*  Lefl.  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotke  Defcript.  p.  35.  Camdeni  Britan,  p.848.  Martin’s  Wef¬ 
tern  Iflands,  p.  239. 

k  In  Templeman’s  Survey,  PI.  ii.  Middlefex  is  faid  to  contain  298  fq.  Miles;  PI.  vi.  Zea¬ 
land  is  computed  303  fq.  Miles;  PI.  xxix.  Scio  is  eflimated  300.  Ua,  allowing  for  the  Inlets 
of  the  Sea,  comprehends  fomething  more  than  300  fq.  Miles.  In  thefe  Points  we  fpeak  from 
Computations,  that  very  poflibly  may  not  be  very  exatt,  but  if  there  fltould  be  Errors,  thefe  when 
difcovered  will  not  probably  affeft  the  Proportions. 


nagement. 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  589 

nagement,  be  produced  here  k  There  is  particularly  a  rich  Valley  that 
runs  from  Eaft  to  Weft  fix  or  eight  Miles  long  and  four  broad,  very  fertile 
in  itfelf,  well  cultivated,  and  well  inhabited.  Befides  this,  the  Sea  Coaft 
in  general,  except  a  few  Miles  on  the  North  Eaft  Side  of  the  Sound  of 
Ilia,  is  very  flat  and  fruitful  m.  They  have  enough  of  Free  Stone,  and 
Lime  Stone  in  vaft  Abundance,  rich  in  Lead  Ore,  for  which  it  was  famous 
more  than  two  Hundred  Years  ago  n.  Wheat  grows  here  very  well,  but 
for  want  of  Water  or  Windmills,  for  both  which  however  no  Country  can 
be  more  fit,  they  do  not  raife  a  great  deal0.'  Barley,  Rye,  Oats,  and 
Peas,  they  have  in  Abundance,  Hemp  and  Flax  in  confiderable  Quantities. 
All  Kinds  of  Garden  Stuff  in  Plenty,  and  where  properly  attended  to, 
in  great  Perfection  p.  Timber  would  grow  very  well,  for  there  are  natural 
Copfes  in  many  Parts  of  the  Ifle  q.  It  is  on  all  Hands  allowed  to  be  much 
better  improved  than  the  reft  of  the  Iflands,  and  yet  it  is  believed,  that 
there  is  not  above  one  Third  cultivated,  of  the  Land  that  would  admit  of 
Cultivation  to  Profit1 * * 4,  and  indeed  the  Extent  of  the  Country,  compared 
with  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants,  gives  a  great  Probability  to  this 
Opinion. 

There  is  in  this  Ifland  the  greateft  Plenty  of  frefh  Water,  indeed  to  a 
Degree  of  Redundance.  Springs  every  where,  all  wholefome,  and  fome  re¬ 
puted  Medicinal s.  Such  a  Number  of  frefh  Water  Lakes  that  fome  have 

reckoned 


1  The  Exportations  from  hence  fhew  that  hitherto  their  Improvements  have  been  with  a  View 
to  immediate  and  adjacent  Markets,  but  as  their  Funds  encreafe  there  is  little  room  to  doubt 
they  will  extend  their  Commerce,  and  this  of  Courfe  will  lead  them  to  make  the  beft  Ufe  of  fa 
good  a  Country,  by  expanding  and  augmenting  their  Improvements.' 

rn  Buchan.  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hift.  lib.  i.  Martin’s  Account  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  239, 
240.  MS.  Account  before  mentioned. 

n  Boethii  Scotor.  Regni  Defcript.  whofe  Words  are  thefe,  cum  frumenti  ferax,  turn  rnetallo- 
rum  dives. 

0  It  might  be  of  advantage  to  the  Inhabitants  if  thefe  Mines  were  leafed,  together  with  a  Traift 
of  Land  for  the  Supply  of  Wood,  to  Strangers  ;  for  th&  by  encreafmg  the  Number  of  People, 
mull  neceflarily  augment  the  Confumption  of  Provifions,  which  they  muft  furnifh,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  the  Stranger  would  inftruft  them  in  many  Things  to  their  Advantage.  Since  the  writing 
this  I  am  informed  the  Thing  has  been  done,  and  has  been  productive  of  thefe  good  Effects. 

p  The  Defcription  of  the  Country  renders  this  evident,  and  fliews  at  the  fame  Time,  that  they 
ought  to  begin  their  Improvements  by  planting  Timber. 

4  Martin’s  Account  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  243.  MS.  Relation  before  cited. 
r  This  certainly  does- not  proceed  from  any  Repugnance  in  the  Inhabitants  to  Labour,  or  any 
Inaptitude  for  Mechanic  Employments,  but  from  the  want  of  a  rational  Profpeft  of  Succefs  to  fli- 
mulate  their  Endeavours.  It  is  generally  held,  that  the  Number  of  People  is  in  Proportion  to 
the  Means  of  Subfiflance;  it  is  much  more  certain,  that  the  Progrefs  of  Induflry  always  corref- 
pofids  with  the  Security  of  receiving  Encouragement. 

s  There  are  many  fuch  reputed  falutary  Springs  in  this  and  indeed  in  moft  of  the  Weflein 
Iflands.  This  Opinion  is  founded  on  fuperflitious  Traditions,  but  it  may  be  true  neverthclefs  in 
many  Cafes.  The  Monks  were  not  ignorant  of  the  Virtues  of  mineral  Waters,  though  from 

o  •  Motives. 
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reckoned  them  at  near  a  Hundred  f.  Amongft  thefe,  fome  are  of  fuch  an 
Extent  as  to  hold  fmall  I  (lands  in  them,  and  in  many  of  thefe  Ides  there 
are  the  Ruins  of  antierit  FortrdTes  u,  which  affords  one  Argument  amongft 
many,  that  this  Ifland  was  in  former  Times  much  more  populous.  There 
are  feveral  very  fine  running  Streams  and  Rivulets.  The  Laggan  or  Lyfa 
may  well  be  (filed  a  River,  as  it  runs  lixteen  Miles,  and  another  River 
runs  almofl  parallel  to  it  between  twelve  and  thirteen ;  thefe  abound  in 
Salmon,  Trout,  and  other  Kinds  of  excellent  Fifh,  as  the  Lakes  do  in 
Pike,  Eels,  &c.  w.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  Loch  Guynord, 
on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Ifland,  becomes  in  a  Manner  dry  at  low  Water, 
fo  that  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  recover  fome  Thoufands  of  Acres 
from  the  Sea  x,  but  as  there  is  no  want  of  Land,  or  even  of  good  Land 
at  prefent,  it  will  not  be  expedient, to  attempt  any  Thing  of  this  Kind, 
till  the  Country  is  better  peopled  Y,  and  then  a  fine  artificial  Port  might 
be  made  at  its  Entrance,  and  by  preferving  a  Paffage  for  the  River  Guy¬ 
nord,  it  may  ferve  as  a  back  Water  to  keep  this  Port  always  clean,  which 
would  be  an  Improvement  indeed2!  In  this  Ifland' all  the  Fowl  wild  and 
tame  that  are  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  weftern  Iflands  abound,  and  amongft 
thefe,  there  are  many  that  bear  a  very  high  Price  in  other  Countries,  and 
are  efteemed  the  greateft  Delicacies  a.  Their  Horfes  and  black  Cattle,,  in 
Comparifon  of  their  Neighbours,  are  larger  and  more  valuable,  being  better 
fed  and  having  more  Care  taken  of  them  b.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  their 
Sheep ;  they  have  alfo  Plenty  of  Goats,  Swine,  and  Hares,  fome  Deer 
if  ill  remaining,  of  which  they  had  formerly  Abundance,  with  all  Sorts  of 

Motives  obvious  enough,  they  chofe  to  aflign  fuch  Caufes  as  might  fuit  their  Interefls.  But  an 
accurate  Inquiry  into  the  Reality  of  thofe  CuYes,  and  in  Confequence  of  that,  a  Chemical  Exami¬ 
nation  of  the  Waters,  would  be  in  many  Refpefls  ufeful. 
c  So  it  is  afferted  in  the  Relation  before  mentioned. 
u  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  241. 
w  See  Pont’s  large  Map  of  this  Ifland. 

x  This  Improvement  has  been  fuggefled  by  the  MS.  Relation  before  mentioned. 
y  The  Number  of  Hands  requifite  to  be  employed  in  fuch  an  Undertaking,  the  great  Expencc 
with  which  it  would  be  attended,  and  many  other  Reafons  that  might  be  mentioned,  all  render  it 
neceflary,  that  before  fuch  an  expenfive  Projefl  as  this  is  carried  into  Execution,  it  fhould  be,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  Confequences  that  may  attend  it,  attentively  and  maturely  confidered. 

2  A  good  Port  on  this  Side  of  Hie  Ifland,  when  the  Inhabitants  are  become  numerous,  would 
be  of  infinite  Advantage  to  their  Commerce. 

a  For  Inflance,  the  black  Cock  and  grey  Hen,  the  Ptarmigan  or  white  Partridge,  the  Corn- 
creek  or  Land -rail. 

b  Hence  there  is  good  Reafon  to  believe,  that  in  all  the  other  Iflands,  if  their  Paflures  were 
Improved,  as  they  might  eafily  be,  and  not  over-flocked,  they  would  have  as  large  Cattle  as  in 
other  Countries,  and  when  fully  inhabited,  fo  that  they  flood  in  Need  of  thefe  Cattle  for  Home 
Confumption,  their  Hides  and  Tallow  only,  would  be  then  of  as  great  Value  as  the.  diminutive 
Beads  they  breed  at  prefent. 


fine 
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fine  Sea  Fifh  upon  their  Coafls,  except  Herring,  which  do  not  of  late  fre¬ 
quent  this  Ifiand 

The  Inhabitants  are  in  general  a  fiout,  well  made,  well  looking  People, 
very  adtive  and  laborious  in  cultivating  their  Grounds,  bold  hardy  Seamen,, 
very  capable  and  well  inclined  to  Manufactures  and  Commerce,  and  with 
a  very  little  Affiftance  would  make  no  inconfiderable  Figure.  As  it  is, 
they  carry  on  no  defpicable  Trade  from  their  Town  of  Killarow,  on  Loch 
Dale,  which  is  their  only  Harbour  d.  in  black  Cattle,  Cheefe,  Butter, 
Barley,  Oats,  Flour,  Malt,  and  Malt  Spirits.  They  likewife  make  a 
great  deal  of  Kelp  and  Fern  AlLes.  The  Linnen  Manufacture  prevails 
amongit  them,  and  the  poor  People  commonly  pay  their  Rent  in  Thread  e. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  in  antient  Times  this  was  the  Chief 
of  the  Mauds,  where  Macdonald,  Lord,  and  who  fometimes  afiumed  the 
Title  of  King  of  the  Hies,  kept  his  Court f,  in  the  Caftle  of  Falinghan  or 
Finlagan,  built  upon  an  Ifiand  in  Loch  Guryen,  Guirm,  or  Gurim,  the 
Ruins  of  which,  and  of  the  Barracks  for  his  Life  Guards,  are  yet  vifible  g. 
On  the  round  Ifiand  h  in  the  fame  Lake,  which  is  about  three  Miles  in 
Compafs,  and  communicates  with  the  Sea,  fat  his  Court  of  Juftice,  con¬ 
fining  of  fourteen  Perfons,  to  which  Court  there  were  Appeals  from  all 
the  other  Iflands  h  On  the  Eafi  Side  of  the  Ifiand  he  had  another  great 
Fortrefs  called  Dun-owaig  k,  and  innumerable  other  Places  of  Strength 
over  all  the  Me,  which  with  many  Churches,  feveral  fortified  Caves, 
Stone  Monuments,  though  rough  and  barbarous  f  are  additional  Proofs 
that  Ha  was  in  thofe  Days  much  better  peopled;  if  fo,  they  muff  have  re¬ 
quired  more  Subfiflance,  and  of  Courfe  it  was  either  better  cultivated  or  a 
greater  Part  of  it  cultivated  than  at  this  Day. 

c  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  240.  MS.  Relation  of  this  Ifiand. 
d  This  Port,  to  which  there  are  fome  VefTels  belonging,  has  deep  Water  only  in  the  Middle^, 
fo  that  Ships  do  not  fail  within  half  a  Mile  of  the  C'oaft  on  either  Side. 

e  One  may  difcern  from  hence  that  the  Seeds  of  Commerce  are  already  fown,  and  only  a  little 
Attention  and  Encouragement  needful  to  bring  them  up.  " 

f  Thefe  Lords  of  the  Ifles  defcended  from  Summerled  Prince  of  Argyll,  who  in  Right  of  his 
Wife,  Daughter  to  OlaveKing  of  Man,  laid  Claim  to  the  Sovereignty  of  all  the  Ifles,  A.  D.  1 1  56.. 

§  Fordun  Scotic-hron.  lib,  ii.  cap.  10.  Infula  magna  qu$  dicitur  ILE,  ubi  Dominus  infularum. 
duas  habet  Manfiones,  et  Caftrum  Downowak. 

h  In  Mr.  Pont’s  Map  this  is  called  lien  na  Kouihexlep. 

i  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.241.  where  he  fays  the  Chief  Juflice  had 
the  eleventh  Part  of  the  Matter  in  Difpute  for  his  Fee. 

k  We  have  already  feen  that  it  is  mentioned  by  Fordun,  and  the  Ruins  fhew  it  was  once  a  Place, 
of  Strength. 

1  We  do  not  find  any  Remains  of  Druidical  Superflition  here,  unlefs  fome  of  the  high  Stones,, 
afterwards  turned  into  Crofifes,  might  be  originally  fuch.. 
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Exclusive;  of  thofe  Improvements  which  gradually  may,  and  indeed 
certainly  will  be  made,  fome  may  be  pointed  out  which  would  be  of  in¬ 
finite  Benefit  to  this  Country1”.  In  the  firfi:  Place  the  railing  of  Timber, 
though  not  an  immediate,  would  in  Time  be  both  a  certain  and  a  very 
great  Advantage,  as  it  would  furnilh  them  with  the  Means  of  building 
their  own  Filhing  Boats,  Barks,  and  even  larger  VelTels ;  ferving  befides 
for  the  Condrudtion  of  Mills  and  other  Mechanic  Ufes  n.  If  this  was 
once  done  it  would  facilitate  the  working  of  their  Lead  Mines  °,  and  would 
without  Queftipn  lead  to  the  Enquiry  whether  they  have  really  Copper  p 
in  that  Mand,  and  of  which  there  is  more  Certainty,  to  the  collecting  of 
Quickfilver,  which  we  have  been  allured  has  been  found  in  feveral  of  their 
Wells  L  But  the  molt  practicable  Improvement1,  is  that  of  filhing  for 
Cod  and  other  white  Filh,  which  may  be  taken  in  prodigious  Quantities 
on  three  great  Banks s,  which  lie  at  no  great  Diltance.  The  firlt  between 
this  Illand  and  the  Me  of  Giga  on  the  South  Eail;  the  fecond  in  the  Ocean 
fome  Leagues  to  the  Weft  ward;  and  the  third  to  the  North  Well  between 
ilia  and  Collonfa t.  There  are  at  prefent  but  two  or  three  Parilhes  u  ;  all 
the  inhabitants  are  Proteftants,  of  whom  all  the  better  Sort  fpeak  Englilh, 
and  the  common  People  Erfe  or  Galicw.  A  very  confiderable  Part  of 
the  Illand  belongs  to  the  Crown,  and  there  is  a  Receiver  appointed  of  its 
Rents.  Mr.  Campbell  of  Shawfield  is  the  greatell  Proprietor,  but  befides 
him  there  are  feveral  others  x.  The  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this,  the 
moll  populous  of  all  thefe  Illands,  amounts  only  to  between  fix  and  feven 

m  It  is  not  from  any  Opinion  that  thefe  Thoughts  are  new,  that  they  are  inferted  here,  but 
from  a  Perfuafion,  that  tiil  they  are  carried  into  Execution,  they  ought  to  be  produced  to  pub¬ 
lic  View  on  every  proper  Occafion. 

n  The  Ufes  of  Timber  are  infinite,  and  properly  cultivated  in  well  chofen  Situations,  and  pro¬ 
perly  preferved,  would  become  the  Source  of  innumerable  Improvements. 

0  Heflor  Boyfe  (Boethius)  almofl  200  Years  ago,  attributed  the  NegleCt  of  their  Mines  to  the 
Inhabitants  being  in  want  of  Wood. 

p  Sir  Alexander  Murray  affirms  there  are  very  rich  Mines,  not  only  of  Lead  and  Copper,  but 
alfo  of  Iron  Ore,  which  laft  had  been  wrought  in  his  Time,  by  Daniel  Campbell  of  Shaw¬ 
field,  Efq; 

q  MS.  Relation  of  this  Ifland.  It  is  alfo  aflerted  by  Sir  Alexander  Murray,  and  certainly  de- 
ferves  Attention. 

r  This  is  meant  under  the  prefent  Circumfiances  of  this  Ifland,  and  which  undertaken  pro¬ 
perly  and  purfued  with  Spirit,  could  not  fail  of  Succefs. 

s  On  thefe  Banks  are  prodigious  Quantities  of  Cod,  Ling,  Mackrel,  Turbot,  Pollock,  and 
other  Kinds  of  excellent  and  valuable  Fifh. 

c  There  is  the  utmofl  Probability  that  if  a  Fifhery  was  once  well  eflablilhed,  many  more  fuch 
Banks  might  be  difeovered. 

“  There  are  the  Ruins  of  many  Churches  remaining,  and  the  Names  of  fome  have  furvived 

even  their  Ruins. 

w  We  mayconfider  this  as  a  Circumflance,  that  by  hindring  Communication  and  Correfpon- 
dence  of  couife  retards  Improvements. 

*  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weller n  Iflands,  p.  244,  MS.  Relation  of  this  Ifland. 
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thoufand  Men,  Women,  and  Children  y.  On  the  Coafts  of  Ida,  more 
efpecially  on  the  Eaft  Side,  there  are  many  Iflands,  fome  on  the  North,  in 
the  Sound  between  it  and  Jura.  Thefe  are  none  of  them  very  large,  but 
they  are  neverthelefs  of  different  Sizes,  making  about  thirty  in  the  whole, 
which  if  the  Country  were  fully  inhabited,  might  be  fufceptible  of  many 
Improvements  z. 

JURA. 

'E  come  next  to  the  Ifland  of  Jura,  as  to  the  Etymology  of  which 
Name  there  are  very  different  Opinions  a.  It  feems  to  be  in  fome 
degree  certain  that  it  was  antiently  called  Durab.  The  plaineft  Derivation 
of  its  prefent  Denomination,  and  the  moft  likely  to  be  true,  is  that  it  was 
called  fo  from  the  Yew  Trees  that  grew  in  it,  as  the  Yew  Tree  in  the 
Language  of  this  Country  is  named  Jurc.  This  Ifland  has  to  the  North 
the  fmall  Ifle  of  Scarba,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  narrow  Strait  to 
be  hereafter  mentioned.  Beyond  this  lies  Mull,  at  the  Diftance  of  be¬ 
tween  four  and  five  Leagues.  It  is  feparated  on  the  Eafl  from  Knapdale 
and  other  Parts  of  Argylefhire,  by  what  is  called  the  Sound  of  Jura,  hav¬ 
ing  on  the  Side  of  the  Continent  many  fmall  Iflands,,  and  which  where 
narrowefl  is  five  Miles  broad,  and  in  other  Places  more.  The  Iflands  of 
Colonfay  and  Oronfay,  neither  of  them  inconfiderable,  lie  on  the  Weft,  at 
the  Diftance  of  fomewhat  more  than  four  Leagues ;  and  the  Sound  of  Ifla, 
which  has  been  before  defcribed,  feparates  it  on  the  South  from  that  Ifland  d« 

The  Climate  is  generally  mild  or  rather  warm,  but  the  Air  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  pure,  fo  that  fome  have  efteemed  it  the  very  healthieft  Spot  in  the 
Dominions  of  Great  Britain.  Surprizing  Inftances  of  Longevity  are  pro¬ 
duced  in  fupport  of  this  Opinion ;  and  which  perhaps  is  a  Proof  equally 
ftrong,  it  is  affirmed  that  in  upwards  of  thirty  Years  no  Woman  had  died 
in  Child-bearing e.  The  Caufes  affigned  for  this  extraordinary  Salubrity 
of  the  Climate  are  three,  the  Streams  of  frefh  Air  blowing  daily  from  the 
Ridge  of  high  Mountains  running  through  the  Midft  of  the  Ifle;  great 

v  Upon  the  Ifle  of  Scio,  though  fubjeft  to  the  oppreflive  Government  of  the  Turks,  there  are 
■120000  Inhabitants. 

z  White  Fifh  might  be  commodioufly  falted  and  dried  upon,  and  Glafs,  Salt,  and  Soap-works 
erefted  in,  thefe  Ifland3. 

a  The  learned  Baxter  takes  Jura  to  be  a  Contraction  or  Corruption  of  Jau  Rag,  i.  e.  Jovis  Regis, 
the  Ifland  of  Jupiter  the  King.  GlolT.  Antiq.  Britan,  p.  145,  146. 

b  Fordun.  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.  Buchanan  fays  in  the  old  Gothic  Language,  Dura  fig- 
nified  a  Deer. 

c  Sibbaldi  Naturalis  Hi  ft.  Scotise,  lib.  i.  p.  ii.  cap.  xix.  p.  5 1 . 

d  Mr.  Pont’s  compared  with  the  beft  modern  Maps  of  this  Illand. 

e  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  232,233. 

V  ol.  I.  4  G 
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Plenty  every  where  of  excellent  running  Water;  and  the  general  Tempe¬ 
rance  of  the  Inhabitants,  in  the  midft  of  Plenty e.  It  is  thought,  that 
with  proper  Care,  almoft  any  thing  would  grow  in  this  Country,  and  the 
few  Experiments  that  have  been  made,  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  this  Opinion. 

The  Eaft  Coaft  of  this  Ifland,  through  its  whole  Extent,  is  remarkably 
plain  and  fertile,  but  the  Interior  of  the  Ifland  is  very  mountainous,  many 
of  thefe  Mountains  riling  to  a  great  Height,  and  among!!  thefe,  two  which 
are  very  ufeful  Sea  Marks,  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  the  Paps  of 
Jura  L  Its  Length,  from  North  to  South,  is  full  twenty-four  Miles,  its 
Breadth,  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  nearly  feven,  and  about  fixty  in  Circumfe¬ 
rence  3.  In  point  of  Size,  it  is  nearly  equal  to  Malta,  Barbadoes,  or  the 
Me  of  Wight  h,  but  very  unlike  them  in  every  other  refpedt,  which  arifes 
chiefly  from  the  want  of  Cultivation.  For  here,  as  in  the  reft  of  thefe 
Ifles,  the  Induftry  of  the  many  is  reftrained  from  want  of  Money,  and 
amongft  the  few,  who  comparatively  fpeaking  are  rich,  there  is  a  want  of 
Enterprize,  and  no  great  Degree  of  public  Spirit  K 

In  refpedt  to  the  Soil,  it  is  all  along  the  Eaft  Coaft  compofed  of  Clay,, 
mixed  with  Sand,  and  under  a  very  indifferent  Management  is  very  fertile. 
In  the  Heart  of  the  Ifland,  and  on  the  Weft  Side,  the  Land  is  commonly 
cold,  fpouty,  and  much  overgrown  with  Mofs.  In  the  Vallies  however, 
there  is  a  deep  black  Mould,  and  on  the  Hills  great  Quantities  of  Heath, 
intermixed  with  a  very  nutritive  Kind  of  Grafs L  In  thefe  Mountains 
likewife  there  have  been  found  feveral  Veins  of  Iron  Ore,  which  mixed 
with  that  from  Lancaihire,  has  been  wrought  to  Advantage,  and  of  late 
they  have  difeovered  a  valuable  Quarry  of  Slate1.  There  are  ftill  conflde- 
rable  Woods  in  different  Parcs  of  the  Ifland.  The  flat  Country  produces 
Barley,  Oats,  Rye,  Hemp,  and  Flax,  in  no.  inconfiderable  Quantities. 
V/heat  has  been  tried ;  and  it  fucceeds  very  well,  but  as  they  have  no 

» 

e  Thefe  will  appear  no  improbable  Grounds,  to  whoever  confults  Hippocrates,  in  his  Treatife 
on  Air,  Water,  and  Situation. 

f  Buchan.  Rerum  Scoticar.  Hift.  lib.  i.  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern Ifles,  p.  231.  Sa- 
cheverell’s  Voyage  to  I-columb-kill,  p.  126. 

g  In  thefe  Dimenfions  agree  all  the  Accounts  antient  or  modern. 

h  Allowing  for  the  Lakes,  Jura  contains  as  much  (though  not  fo  good)  Land  as  any  of  thefe 
Blands. 

i  This  narrow  Difpofition  has  been  detrimental  to  private  Property,  for  if  Mines  had  been 
wrought,  Woods  improved,  or  Fifheries  eftabliflied,  every  Eftate  in  Jura  would  have  rife n  in 
Value. 

k  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Ifles,  p,  235. 

1  Sir  Alexander  Murray’s  Tra&s,  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland, 

Mills, 
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Mills,  they  are  not  folicitous  about  railing  it 111 .  On  the  Hills  there  are  many 
medicinal  Herbs,  with  the  Virtues  of  which  the  People  are  well  acquainted, 
and  there  are  likewife  lome  Shrubs,  and  Mofs  growing  on  the  Rocks,  of 
which  they  make  ufe  in  dyeing  n.  They  burn  great  Quantities  of  Sea 
W reck  into  Kelp,  and  make  alfo  fome  Profit  by  their  Fern  Afhes  °.  How¬ 
ever  not  one  half  of  the  profitable  Land  in  this  Ifle,  of  which  it  is  thought 
there  are  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  Englifh  Acres  p,  is  cultivated,  which 
is  chiefly  owing  to  Caufes  that  have  been  already  mentioned,  and  above  all 
to  their  having  but  very  little  Commerce  q. 

Jura  is  admirably  well  watered  in  every  refpedt,  abounding  with  fine 
Springs,  and  amongff  thefe  one,  which  is  very  remarkable,  called  Toubir 
in  Lechkin,  i.  e.  the  Well  in  the  ftony  Defcent,  the  Water  of  which  is 
faid  to  be  near  one  half  lighter  than  any  other  in  the  Iflandr.  They  have 
likewife  feveral  frefh  Water  Lochs,  fome  of  them  of  pretty  large  Extent, 
but  not  near  fo  many  as  in  Ifla.  Thefe  abound  in  Trout,  Pike,  Eels,  and 
other  Sorts  of  Fifh,  as  alfo  with  vaft  Quantites  of  Water  Fowl.  There 
are  likewife  Abundance  of  beautiful  Rivulets,  that  run  from  the  Mountains, 
not  fewer  than  Ten,  on  the  Eaft  Side  only  of  the  Ifland,  four  or  five  of 
which  are  well  ftored  with  Salmon  and  other  fine  Fifh,  and  their  rapid 
Streams,  which  roll  with  a  full  Current  to  the  Sea,  might  be  made  very 
ufeful  in  driving  Mills s.  Loch  Tarbat  enters  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the 

Ifland 


m  We  may  from  this  Inftance  difeern,  that  no  hafty  Conclufionfhould  be  drawn,  from  the  ac¬ 
tual  Wants  of  a  Country,  againft  its  Soil  or  Climate,  which,  as  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  may  have  all 
the  Powers  of  Production,  if  the  proper  Means  (in  confequence  of  adequate  Encouragement)  were 
employed  for  that  Purpofe,  and  this  adds  to  the  Probability,  that  thefe  Iflands  were  formerly, 
when  better  cultivated,  fruitful  in  many  Things  not  found  in  them  at  prefent. 

11  There  is  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  a  Perfon  expert  in  Botany  and  the  feveral  Ufes  to 
which  Vegetables  may  be  applied,  was  fent  to  vifit  the  Weftern  Ides,  he  might  make  fome  ufeful 
and  profitable  Difcoveries,  and  at  the  fame  Time  communicate  Inftruftions  that  might  in  Procefs 
of  Time  prove  very  advantageous  to  the  Inhabitants. 

°  This  alfo  (liews,  that  in  refpeft  to  Commodities,  for  which  they  have  a  known  and  certain 
Market,  Induflry  in  the  Inhabitants  is  not  wanting. 

P  Perhaps  it  may  be  faid  with  equal  Truth,  that  even  the  Moiety  which  is  cultivated  is  not  im¬ 
proved  half  as  much  as  it  might  be. 

a  As  few  Strangers  come  hither,  and  the  Inhabitants  have  little  Correfpondence,  they  cannot 
have  clear  Notions  as  to  the  Choice  of  proper  Obj eels,  to  make  their  Labour  and  Induflry  turn  to  a 
juft  Account,  and  which  is  ftill  worfe,  fuppofing  them  to  be  inftrufled  in  thefe  Points,  they  have 
not,  as  in  the  Ifle  of  Bute,  any  certain  or  regular  Means  for  exporting  their  Commodities  or  Ma¬ 
nufactures. 

r  Martin's  Defcription  of,  the  Weftern  Ifles,  p.  234.  He  fays  the  Salmon  in  the  River  NifTa  (by 
others  called  Lyfa)  into  which  this  Spring  falls,  are  better  than  in  any  River  in  the  Ifland.  It  is 
likely  there  may  be  fome  Exaggeration  in  this  Matter,  but  ftill  an  Inquiry  how  much  there  is  of 
Truth  would  be  in  many  RefpeCts  ufeful.  - 

s  The  Ufes  of  Water-mills  are  fo  numerous,  and  the  Profits  arifing  from  them  fo  great,  that  if 
this  fingle  Improvement  was  introduced,  it  could  not  but  be  very  beneficial  to  the  Inhabitants,  and 
,  >  4G2  to 
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Illand  very  deep  into  the  Land,  but  it  is  rocky,  crouded  with  fmall  Iflands, 
and  not  navigable  even  for  Boats  t.  On  the  Eaft  Side  is  the  Bay  of  Meil, 
which  is  but  an  indifferent  Port,  with  feveral  Iflands  of  different  Sizes  at 
the  Mouth  of  it,  but  there  are  Roads  with  good  anchoring  Ground  on  both 
Sides  of  the  Illand11. 

There  are  in  this  Country  great  Plenty  of  all  Sorts  of  tame  Fowl,  but 
in  the  Hills  a  ftill  greater  Abundance  of  all  Kinds  of  wild  Fowl,  and  efpe- 
cially  what  is  called  the  Black  Game,  than  in  any  other  of  the  Iflands.  In 
the  Mountains  alfo,  there  are  ftill  a  confiderable  Number  of  Red  Deer,  for 
which  this  Illand  was  formerly  very  famous  vv.  They  are  of  a  large  Size, 
and  are  efteemed  excellent  Venifon.  They  have  likewife  Black  Cattle, 
Horfes,  Sheep,  Goats,  and  Rabbits ;  but,  which  is  very  remarkable,  they 
have  not  either  Hares  or  Foxes*.  The  Sea  Coafl  abounds  with  all  Sorts  of 
white  and  fhell  Fifh,  and  their  barren  rocky  Iflands,  by  affording  them 
Plenty  of  Seal,  and  prodigious  Quantities  of  Sea  Ware,  are  in  fome  degree 
ufeful,  inftead  of  being  abfolute  Incumbrances. 

The  Inhabitants  in  general  are  a  flout,  well  proportioned,  active  Peo¬ 
ple,  of  a  brown  or  rather  dark  Complexion,  refembling  in  that  refpedt  the 
People  in  the  Southern  Countries  of  Europe  E  They  have  amongft  them 
only  the  common  and  neceffary  mechanic  Employments,  and  fcarce  any 
Manufa&ure,  except  Linen  and  coarfe  Cloth,  and  thefe  ferve  chiefly  for 
their  own  Ufe  z.  Their  Hufbandry,  the  Quality  of  their  Soil  and  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Manure  confidered,  is  but  indifferent,  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
their  Fifhing,  which  is  owing  to  the  fmall  Demand,  ’or  rather  from  their 
want  of  a  proper  Vent  for  their  Produce,  which  with  their  great  Facility 
of  finding  Subfiftence,  and  their  moderate  Manner  of  Living,  makes  them 
eafy  and  fatisfied  with  their  Condition,  and  lefs  folicitous  than  otherwife  they 
would  be  to  render  it  better..  In  a  Word,  the  want  of  Encouragement  ta 

to  many  others.  As  it  would  be  eafy  to  conftrutt  them  in  a  Country  where  Timber,  Stone,  and 
Iron  are  every  where  to  be  met  with,  as  well  as  fomany  Streams  convenient  for  the  Purpofe. 

c  It  is  not  impoflible  that  with  fome  Expence,  under  the  Dire&ion  of  an  able  Engineer,  an  ar¬ 
tificial  Port  might  be  made  in  this  Place. 

u  The  Want  of.  Commerce  is.  fuch  a  Capital  Defeft  in  an  Ifland,  as  not  to  be  balanced  by  any 
internal  Advantages,  but  then  there  are  fcarce  any  Iflands  from,  which,  by  Induflry  and.  Art,  this 
Defeat  may  not  be  removed. 

w  Buchanan.  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hift,  lib.  i.. 

x  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland.  This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  both  Hares  and  Foxes  are- 
common  in  Ila.  The  difcovering  the.  natural.  Caufe  of  this  would  not  be  the  Exercife  of  a  ufelefs; 
Curiofity,  as  in  all  Probability  it  arifes  from  fome  (it  may  be  mineral)  Efluvia  from  the.  Soil,  which 
could  it  be  reduced  to  a  Certainty  would  be  a  Point  of  Confequence. 

y  Martin’s  Description  of  the  Weftern  Ifles,  p.  239.  He  alfo  remarks  that  none  of.  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  were  ever  known  to  be  mad. 

2*  MS.  Account  of.  this  Ifland. 
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Iridudry,  rather  than  a  natural  Idlenefs,  keeps  them  in  a  low  but  contented 
State ;  and  the  fame  Defedl  in  Correfpondence,  which  deprives  them  of 
the  Means  of  fupplying,  renders  them  lefs  fenfible  of  their  Wants3.  For 
in  other  refpedts  they  are  courteous,  hofpitable,  and  very  ingenious,  fo 
that  with  a  fmall  Intermixture  of  Foreigners,  and  the  fuitable  Means  of 
exerting  their  Faculties  for  their  own  Emolument,  their  Situation  would 
be  fpeedily  and  efredtually  changed,  as,  for  want  of  thofe  Abidances,  it 
lias  continued  for  Ages  in  much  the  fame  State  in  which  we  have  de~ 
fcribed  it. 

They  live  in  fmall  Hamlets,  difperfed  for  the  mod  part  along  the  Ead 
Side  of  the  Ifland,  there  being  nothing  that  deferves  the  Name  of  a  Town 
any  where,  which  is  owing  to  their  want  of  a  good  Port,  and  not  being  in 
Circumftances  to  fupply  the  Defeats  of  Nature  by  Art  in  that  poor  Haven 
which  they  have.  There  is,  as  far  as  our  Information  reaches,  at  prefent 
but  one  Parifh,  that  of  Killearn,  which  comprehending  alfo  the  Iiles  of 
Colonfay,  Oronfay,  and  Scarba,  is  confequently  of  a  very  large  Extent  L 
The  People  in  general  fpeak  the  Galic  or  Erfe  Language,  but  the  Gentle¬ 
men  amongd  them  fpeak  and  underhand  Englidi  very  well.  The  Number 
of  People  upon  this  Ide  amounts  to  about  Twelve  Hundreds  It  lies  in 
the  Shire  of  Argyle,  and  Part  of  it  is  the  Duke’s  Property.  Mr.  Archibald 
Campbell,  who  is  ufually  diled  the  BailifF  of  Jura,  is  the  mod  conddera- 
ble  Proprietor,  but  there  are  feveral  others  A  It  is  a  Thing  much  to  be 
widied,  that  fome  Means  were  found  to  furnifh  the  ordinary  People  with 
Employment,  that  might  enable,  them  to  live  comfortably  by  their  Labour, 
and  then  no  doubt  a  great  Part  of  their  Youth  would  incline  to  remain  in 
their  own  Country,  and  improve  it,  indead  of  quitting  it  to  feek  a  Living 
abroad,  which  in  their  prefent  Situation  it  is  very  natural  for  them  to  do,; 
and  by  which,  themfelves  and  their  Poderity  are  too  often  lod  to  the  Bri- 
tidi  Empire,  and  carry  fneir  Genius  and  their  Indudrv  to  the  Support  of  fo¬ 
reign  States  e*  A  Circumdance  ever  to  be  regetted  !. 

Though  this  Idand  is  fufceptible  of  fewer  than  Ida,  yet  fome,  and 
thofe  no  incondderable.  Improvements  might  mod  certainly  be  made 

4  The  fame  Obfervation  may  with  equal  Juflice  be  applied  to  the  Inhabitants  of  many  other 
Hands. 

b  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weller n  Iflands,  pt  239. 

c  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland. 

d  Martin’s  MS.  Account,  Prefent  State  of  North  Britain.. 

e  Some  may  undervalue  this  Lofs  ;  but  whoever  attentively  conffders  the  Salubrity  of  this  Ifle,. 
the  Fecundity  and  the  Longevity  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  compares  this  with  the  fmall  Number  of: 
People,  mull  be  convinced  that  in  the  Space  of  a  Century  fome  Tbo.ufands.  muft  migrate  from, 
hence,  and  of  thefe  fome  Hundreds  muft  be  loft  to  Britain., 

thcr.a: 
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-there  ft  In  the  fir  ft  Place  if  their  Mountains  were  thoroughly  examined* 
by  Perfons  of  Integrity  and  Intelligence,  there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt,  that 
Veins  of  different  Metals'  might  be  found,  of  which  thofe  who  have  acci¬ 
dentally  viftted  Tura,  have  declared  they  met  with  many  probable  Indica- 
tionsg.  Next,  it  would  be  expedient  to  preferve,  to  extend,  and  to  take 
due  Care  of  their  Woods,  which  might  turn  to  the  Profit  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  by  inviting  Adventurers  to  fet  up  Furnaces  for  melting  the  Ore  found 
in  Ifla,  where  they  have  not  fo  much  Wood11.  The  making  Oil  from  the 
Fat  of  Seals,  and  the  Livers  of  thofe  immenfe  Quantities  of  fmall  Fifh, 
that  are  and  may  be  taken  upon  their  Coafts,  v/ould  prove  a  lucrative  Em¬ 
ployment  for  their  Women  and  Children  ft  as  is  at  prefent  pracftifed  in 
Shetland,  as  this  is  a  Commodity  which  will  always  find  a  Market,  and 
would  be  a  Saving  of  fto  much,  as  it  would  produce  to  the  Mother  Country. 

The  narrow  Strait  or  Sound  of  Cory  Vrekan,  or  Cori  Brechan,  which 
-is  fomewhat  more  than  a  Mile  broad,  lies  to  the  North  of  this  Iftand,  and 
Teparates  it  from  that  of  Scarba  k.  The  Current  that  fets  through  this 
Sound,  is  and  has  been  for  Ages  famous  for  the  Rage  and  Impetuofity 
with  which  it  runs,  fo  that  it  is  abfolutely  impaflable  by  any  Veflel,  except 
fome  few  Hours  in  the  four-and-twenty,  when  it  is  fo  fmooth  and  ftill, 
that  both  large  Barks  and  fmall  Boats  pais  without  either  Difficulty  or  Dan¬ 
ger  !.  As  to  the  Iftand  of  Scarba,  it  is  fomewhat  more  than  four  Miles 
long,  and  in  moft  Places  above  a  Mile  broad  m.  It  is  exceedingly  rocky  and 
mountainous,  fo  that  it  is  but  very  thinly  inhabited,  though  to  the  full 
as  healthy  as  Jura11;  as  wild  and  favage  a  Place  as  this  feems  to  be,  there 
is  one  Improvement  of  which  it  feems  very  capable, ,  which  is,  that  of 


f  So  fad  a  Country  was  never  feen,  as  that  Skill  and  Induftry  could  not  improve,  much  Iefs 
fo  fertile  a  Soil  as  this,  and  an  Ifle  fo  well  fituated. 

s  This  is  faid  on  the  Authority  of  Sir  Alexander  Murray,  Mr.  Main,  and  others  well  acquainted 
with  this  Branch  of  Knowledge;  and  though  in  its  prefent  Circumftances,  difcouraging  Difficul¬ 
ties  may  occur,  yet  if  upon  due  Inquiry  any  valuable  Metals  (hould  be  difcovered,  or  even  rich 
Veins  of  Copper  or  Iron,  it  would  encourage  Adventurers  (which  would  be  an  extraordinary  Be¬ 
nefit  to  the  Country)  to  go  thither  to  work  them. 

h  This  would  cod:  little  Pains  or  Expence,  and  is  fo  earneftly  recommended,  becaufe  no  future 
Improvement  can  take  Place,  to  which  this  will  not  be  effentially  neceflary, 

i  So  much  is  this  Commodity  in  Demand,  that  within  thefe  few  Years  it  has  rifen  in  its  Value 
very  confiderably. 

k  This  Sound  is  faid  to  derive  its  Name  from  one  Brechan,  Son  to  a  King  of  Denmark,  who 
being  loft  here,  and  his  Body  thrown  upon  the  North  Coaft  of  Jura,  was  interred  in  a  Cave,  in 
.which  an  Altar  and  a  Monument  were  erected,  and  are  faid  to  be  Kill  remaining.  The  Rapidity 
fof  the  Current  is  mentioned  by  Fordun  and  Boethius. 

1  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Ifles,  p.  236,  237,  238. 

m  Fordun  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.  fays  the  Ifland  of  Scarba  was  fifteen  Miles  long.  Bucha¬ 
nan.  Rerum  Scoticarum  Hift.  lib.  i. 

n  A  Woman  who  lived  to  140,  and  retained  the  perfect  Ufe  of  her  Senfes  to  the  laft,  died  there 
about  two  Years  before  Dr.  Martin  came  to  the  Ifland.- 

Breeding 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  S9g > 

Breeding  Goats,  which  may  be  brought  from  Switzerland,  Barbary,  or  the 
Levant,  which  would  furnifh  confiderable  Gains  to  the  Inhabitants,  pro¬ 
vided  they  were  inftrudled,  as  they  might  eafily  be,  in  the  Art  of  manu¬ 
facturing  their  Skins,  into  Shamoy,  Morocco,  and  Cordovan  Leather,  for 
which  they  have  all,  or  at  leaft  mod;  of  the  necefiary  Materials,  in  the 
Ifland  This  may  feem  a  very  extraordinary,  and  to  fome  a  very  chi¬ 
merical  ProjeCl;  but  if  inftead  of  lying  where  it  does,  it  was  fituatecl  on  the 
Coaft  of  Holland,  there  is  no  great  Doubt  that  it  would  be  carried  into 
Execution  p ;  and  why  the  Dutch  fhould  make  fo  much  of  their  Iflands 
and  we  fo  little  of  ours,  is  a  political  Queftion,  that  very  well  deferves 
Difcuflion. 


MULL. 

THIS  Illand  is  believed  to  be  the  Maleos  of  Ptolemy3,  and  the  very 
learned  Camden >  thinks,  it  was  not  unknown  to  Pliny.  If  we' 
credit  another  ingenious  Author,  it  was  in  Times  of  high  Antiquity  con- 
fecrated  to  the  Goddefs  Minerva  c.  On  the  North  it  has  that  Part  of  the 
Shire  of  Argyle,*which  is  called  Ardnamurchan  d,  at  the  Diftance  of  more 
than  a  League  in  fome  Places,  and  in  others  not  above  two  Miles.  It  is 
feparated  on  the  Eaft  from  another  Part  of  the  fame  Shire,  which  is  called 
Morvern e,  by  what  is  called  the  Sound  of  Mull,  and  has  on  that  Side 

0  The  Chamois,  from  the  Alp?,  might  be  eafily  obtained,  as  might  alfo  the  Barbary  Goat, 
and  though  wirh  more  Difficulty  the  Natolian  (for  they  have  been  brought  hither  both  Male  and 
Female,  and  have  bred  here)  which  have  Hair  as  fine  as  Silk.  In  ore  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Ulands 
the  Inhabitants  fatten  carefully  their  old  Goats,  and  fend  vaft  Quantities  of  their  Suet  or  Fat  am 
nually  to  Lilbon. 

p  It  is  more  than  a  Century  fince  the  Dutch  brought  Sheep  from  the  Eaft  Indies  into  the  Ifland 
of  Texel,  where  that  valuable  Breed  has  continued  and  proved  a  confiderable  and  a  continual 
Source  of  Profit  to  the  Inhabitants.  Thefe  Sheep  are  of  a  large  Size,  bear  a  large  Fleece  (the 
Wool  not  fo  fine  as  ours)  and  their  Ewes  bring  four  Lambs  every  Year. 
a  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2. 

b  Britan,  p.  84S.  where  he  obferves  that  in  Plin.  lib.  iv.  c.  16.  the  common  Editions  read,* 
“  Reliquarmn  nulla  cxxv.  mill,  circuital  amplior  proditur.”  The  old  Edition  printed  at  Venice 
has  “  Reliquarum  Melle  xxv.  mil.  paflT.  amplior  proditur.”  According  to  the  firft,  no  one  of 
the  reft  was  reported  to  be  above  one  Hundred  and  twenty-five  Miles  in  Circuit.  I  he  Senfe  of 
the  latter,  that  among  the  reft,  Melle  (Mull)  is  faid  to  be  the  largeft  by  twenty-five  Miles. 

c  G!ofiar.  Antiquit.  Britan,  p.  1 77.  He'fuppofes  Maleos  to  be  written  for  Malenos,  which  he 
refolves  into  the  Britifh  Words  Malen  Inis,  i.  e.  Minerva’s  Ifland. 

d  The  Barony  of  Ardnamurchan  runs  from  the  main  Land  into  the  Sea,  from  Eaft  to  V/ eft, 
about  thirty  Miles  in  Length. 

e  This  Country  lies  directly  oppofite,  and  makes  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Sound  of  Mull,  hardly’ 
any  where  more  than  a  League  broad. 


like  wife 


6oo  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

]  ike  wife  the  pleafant  and  fertile  liland  of  Lifmore  k  On  the  South  lie  the 
Iflands  of  Scarba  and  Jura,  at  the  Distance  of  about  four  Leagues,  and  on 
the  Weld,  at  the  Distance  of  eight  or  nine  Leagues,  the  Iflands  of  Tirey 
and  Col  g,  and  beyond  thefe  the  wide  Atlantic  Ocean. 

The  Climate  of  Mull  is  not  very  favourable;  from  the  Beginning  of 
April  to  the  End  of  May  there  is  generally  fair  Weather,  but  attended 
with  cold  Northerly  Winds.  From  that  Time,  to  the  Middle  of  July, 
the  Weather  is  pretty  warm,  and  in  moft  Seafons  tolerably  dry.  But  from 
the  Middle  of  that  Month  to  the  End  of  October,  it  generally  rains  incef- 
fantly.  In  the  Winter  the  Inhabitants  are  more  expofed  to  Wind  and  Rain 
than  to  Froft  or  Snow,  either  of  which  feldom  happens,  and  when  they  do, 
are  not  fevere  or  of  any  long  Continuance  L 

In  its  Afpedl,  the  Ifle  of  Mull  is  very  rough  and  mountainous,  interfeded 
on  all  Sides  by  the  Sea,  but  more  efpecially  on-the  Weft,  where  two  large 
Bays  enter  fo  very  deep  into  the  Land,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Place  in  it 
full  four  Miles  diflant  from  Salt  Water  h  It  is  twenty-four  computed 
Miles  from  North  to  South,  and  .not  lefs  from  Eafl:  to  WeftL  In  refped 
to  Size,  it  is  equal  to  the  Counties  of  Fife  and  Kinrofs  in  North  Britain, 
larger  than  the  County  of  Bedford,  and  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Monmouth 
in  South  Britain,  very  little  lefs  than  the  Ifle  of  Rhodes,  of  much  the  fame 
Extent  with  that  of  Cephalonia,  which  belongs  to  the  Republick  of  Venice, 
and  to  the  Ifland  of  Amboyna  in  the  Eafl:  Indies  k 

What  has  been  faid  of  the  Climate  is  equally  true  of  the  Soil,  the  far 
greateft  Part  of  which  is  very  indifferent.  In  the  South  Weft'  Corner 
which  is  ftiled  Rofs  or  Rofy,  the  Ground  is  plain,  low,  and  tolerably  fer¬ 
tile.  We  may  fay  the  fame  of  the  North  Eafl  Part  which  is  called  Mori- 

4  "  *  -  •  ,  I 

f  This  is  a  very  beautiful  and  pleafant  liland,  abounding  in  Arable  and  Pa  flu  re  Lands,  for  its 
Extent  being  eight  Miles  long  and  two  broad.  It  was  the  Property  of  the  Bifhop  of  Argyl  (For- 
dun.  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  io.)  well  cultivated  and  well  inhabited.  It  is  faid  to  have  in  it  Veins, 
and  thofe  in  Appearance  promifing  of  different  Metals. 

s  Tirey  is  about  ten  Miles  long  and  four  broad,  and  is  allowed  to  be,  in  regard  to  Corn  as  well 
as  Paflure,  the  mofl  fertile  of  all  thefe  Iilcs ;  but  being  low  and  flat,  the  Inhabitants  are  very 
much  affefled  with  Agues.  Coll  is  ten  MiJes  in  Length  and  three  in  Breadth,  higher  Land  and 
more  wholefome,  though  lefs  fruitful  than  Tirey.  Thefe  Iflands  are  diflant  from  each  other  about 
a  League,  with  the  fmall  Ifle  of  Gunna  between  them.  They  are  remarkably  populous,  and  it  is 
believed  an  advantageous  Fifhery  might  be  eflabliflied  on  their  Coafls,  where  Cod  and  Ling  of  a 
fuperior  Size  and  Flavour  to  thofe  taken  on  the  Shores  of  the  Continent,  are  caught  in  great 
Numbers. 

h  MS.  Relation  from  a  Gentleman  refident  in  the  Weflern  Iflands. 

1  Martin’s  Defeription  of  the  Weflern  Ifles,  p.  251,  252. 

k  See  Pont’s  Map  and  all  the  Accounts  of  this  Ifle  ancient  and  modern, 

1  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe.  Plates,  2,  3,  29. 

nilh. 
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rnfh,  as  for  the  Reft,  it  is  in  general  poor,  cold,  and  wetm.  The  Inte¬ 
rior  of  the  Ifland  is  exceedingly  mountainous,  and  amongft  thefe  Moun¬ 
tains,  fome  (particularly  Beinne  mor,  i.  e.  the  great  Mountain)  are  fteep 
and  of  a  great  height n.  There  are  fome  Woods  yet  remaining,  and 
many  Coppices.  The  Grafs  is  in  general  but  indifferent,  and  Black  Cattle 
can  find  little  or  no  Subfiftence  in  the  Hills  in  the  Winter0.  But  thefe 
Mountains  are  however  not  totally  ufelefs,  as  they  yield  immenfe  Quantities 
of  Turf  or  Peat,  which  fupply  the  Inhabitants  with  Fuel.  Oats  and  Bar¬ 
ley  grow  here,  but  neither  of  them  are  efteemed  excellent  in  their  Kind  p. 
Hemp  has  not  been  tried,  and  Flax,  which  otherwise  would  grow  well,  is 
frequently  rotted  by  the  great  Rains  which  but  too  commonly  fall  in  Har- 
veft.  Potatoes  fucceed  in  general  very  well,  and  indeed  all  Kinds  of  Gar¬ 
den  Stuff,  and  Fruit  Trees  thrive  when  properly  planted  and  affiduoufly 
cultivated  <1.  But  there  is  no  great  Spirit  of  Induftry,  as  appears  from  their 
not  producing  more  Corn  in  all  the  Ifland,  than  will  fuffice  the  fmall  Num¬ 
ber  of  its  Inhabitants  for  nine  Months  in  the  Year;  by  their  never  hav¬ 
ing  made  any  proper  Search  for  Ore  in  their  Mountains,  notwithftanding 
the  cafual  Difcovery  of  fome  very  promifing  Veins  of  Lead ;  and  as  little 
has  been  done  in  refpedt  to  Coal,  though  it  difcovers  itfelf  in  two  or.  three 
Places,  and  thofe  too  are  all  within  a  very  fmall  Diflance  of  the  Sea r. 

The  Ifland,  in  general,  is  exceedingly  well  watered,  with  many  fine 
limpid  Springs,  fome  of  which  are  medicinal s.  Many  Rivulets  run  on  all 
Sides  from  the  Mountains;  there  are  fome  pretty  large  frefh  Water  Lochs 
which  abound  in  Trout,  Eel,  and  other  Fifh,  and  there  are  Salmon  in  fome 
of  their  Rivers,  as  well  as  Pearl  Mufcles  C  At  the  South  Weft  End, 
where  the  Land  is  mofly,  the  Water  is  alfo  tin&ured  thereby,  and  not  fo 

m  MS.  Relation  of  this  Ifland. 

n  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  250. 

0  MS.  Account  of  Mull  and  the  larger  Weflern  Ifies. 

p  In  the  MS.  Relation  it  is  faid,  Oats  produce  three  for  one,  and  Barley  from  fix  to  fixteen  for 
one. 

4  It  fhould  feem  from  hence,  that  many  Things  delighting  in  amoifl  and  warm  Climate  would 
fucceed  equally  well  here.  For  that  the  Climate  is  very  warm  as  well  as  moifi:,  appears  from  there 
being  in  this  Ifland  and  in  Jura,  thofe  fpeckled  Vipers,  which  have  been  already  mentioned  as  fo 
highly  venomous  in  Ila. 

r  In  Dorret’sMap,  there  is  faid  to  be  an  Appearance  of  Coal  at  Kilewicken  and  at  Beinneninic, 
and  Coal  at  Loggan,  all  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Ifland. 

3  Toubir-Mary  or  the  Bleffed  Virgin’s  Well,  the  Water  of  which  is  drank  as  a  Catholicon  by 
the  Inhabitants,  might  upon  an  Examination  be  found  a  mineral  Spring,  and  lead  our  Conjectures 
as  to  the  Contents  of  the  furrounding  Mountains.  The  Water  from  Beinne  Vaur  lets  fill  a  yellow 
Sediment,  upon  which  Fire  fcarce  afts  at  all. 

*  It  might  feem  an  immediate  Improvement,  toeflablifh  a  Pearl  Fifhery,  but  it  would  probably  turn 
to  little  Account ;  and  the  Labour  it  would  require  might  be  directed  to  many  more  ufcful  Pur- 
pofes.  This  Remark  is  the  more  neceflary,  as  in  every  Country  like  this  an  Improvement  fhould 
be  well  weighed  before,  and  Readily  purfued  when  it  was  once  carried  into  Execution. 

Vol.  I.  4  H  good. 
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good.  Bloody  Bay  affords  a  Harbour  for  fmall  Veffels,  which  fometimes 
go  into  Loch  Buy  in  the  Herring  Seafon  u.  The  Bay  behind  the  Caftle  of 
Dowart,  is  alio  frequented  by  fmall  Veffels.  But  Toubir- Mary  Bay,  that 
is,  the  Bay  of  the  bleffed  Virgin’s  Well,  which  is  covered  by  a  fmall  Illand 
called  Calve,  is  a  very  good  Port,  in  which  a  very  large  Ship  of  the  Spa- 
nidi  Armada  was  blown  up  in  1588  w.  Loch  Scafford,  in  Dorret’s  Map 
called  Loch  na  Gaul,  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Ifland,  runs  many  Miles 
into  the  Land,  and  there  are  in  it  feveral  fertile  and  pleafant  Blands  *. 
LochLeftan,  which  in  the  Map  before  mentioned  is  named  Loch  Serecdan, 
by  Martin  Loch  Levin,  enters  likewife  very  deep.  Belides  thefe  there  is 
Loch  Lay,  and  many  other  Inlets,  foine  of  which  afford  good  Anchorage, 
and  yield  occalionally  very  commodious  Shelter  to  Ships  that  pafs  through 
thefe  Seas,  and  in  that  refpedt  only,  by  prefenting  Opportunities  of  vending 
frefli  Proviiions  to  their  Crews  and  Paffengers  on  board  them,  contribute 
to  the  Advantage  of  the  Bland,  where,  with  all  thefe  Conveniencies,  there 
is,  exclulive  of  thefe  accidental  Markets,  very  little  Trade  or  Communi¬ 
cation  7. 

There  is  great  Plenty  of  tame  Fowl  of  all  Sorts  about  every  Habitation 
in  the  Bland.  The  Mountains  abound  with  Game  of  every  Kind,  as  the 
Lochs  furnffh  a  prodigious  Variety  of  Water  Fowl.  They  have  great 
Quantities  of  Black  Cattle,  fmall  in  regard  to  Size,  but  efteemea  to  pro¬ 
duce,  when  killed,  exceeding  good  Beef.  Sheep  and  Goats  in  Abundance, 
many  Deer  in  the  Hills  and  Woods,  which  are  alfo  much  infefted  with 
Foxes  z.  The  Horfes  of  Mull  are  of  a  fmall  Size,  but  are  highly  efteemed, 
and  there  is  an  annual  Fair  in  the  Month  of  Auguft,  in  which  there  are 

u  An  accurate  Survey  of  thefe  Ifies,  with  regard  to  the  Bays,  Harbours,  and  whatever  refpe&s 
the  Navigation  upon  their  Coafis,  has  been  made  by  Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  by  an 
intelligent  and  indefatigable  Seaman,  who  has  already  given  ample  Teftimonies  of  his  Abilities, 
and  therefore  to  his  Survey  the  inquifitive  Reader  is  referred. 

w  Camdeni  Annal.  p.  580.  Johnftoni  Rerum.  Britan.  Hiftor.  p.  134.  Spotfwood’s  Hiftory  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  p.  371 .  Mr.  William  Sacheverel,  who  lay  fome  time  in  this  Bay,  fijper- 
intending  the  Divers  employed  on  this  Wreck,  fays,  that  for  Size  it  is  one  of  the  fined:  and  fafed 
Ports  in  the  World,  covered  by  the  woody  Idand  of  Calve,  furrounded  by  Mountains  fhaded  with 
Trees,  and  the  Cafcades  of  chrydal  Waters  rolling  over  the  Rocks,  form  altogether  a  Scene  equally 
pleafing  and  romantic. 

*  Amongd  thefe,  the  principal  are  Ulva  and  Gometra.  They  lie  on  the  North  Side  near  the 
Mouth  of  the  Loch.  Ulva  is  in  Length  about  four  Miles  and  two  broad  ;  one  half  of  it  is  culti¬ 
vated,  and  affords  both  Corn  and  Grafs,  but  no  Wood,  except  a  few  Fruit  Trees,  which  thrive 
very  well  in  a  Gentleman’s  Garden.  Gometra  is  about  two  Miles  in  Length  and  about  half  a  Mile 
in  Breadth,  very  pleafant  and  fertile,  but  without  Wood.  In  Ulva  there  may  be  two  hundred, 
and  in  Gometra  twenty  Souls.  At  low  Water  People  may  pafs  on  the  Sand  from  one  of  thefe 
fmall  Blands  to  the  other.  At  high  Water  the  Sound  which  divides  them,  is  a  Mufket-fhot  over, 
and  is  every  Tide  furnilhed  with  afrefh  Supply  of  excellent  Oyfiers  and  other  Shell-fifh. 

y  SacheverelPs  Voyage  to  Il-Columb-Kill,  p.129,  130.  Martin’s  and  other  Defcriptions. 

*■  MS.  Relation  of  the  prefent  State  of  the  Ifle  of  Mull. 
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confiderable  Numbers  fold  a.  The  Excellency  of  this  truly  valuable  Breed 
is  attributed  to  fome  Spanifh  Horfes,  that  got  on  Shore  from  feveral  Ships 
of  their  Armada,  wrecked,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  upon  the  Coaft  b. 
Herrings  come  frequently  into  their  Bays,  which  furnifh  alfo  great  Plenty 
of  White  and  Shell  Fifh  of  all  Sorts.  Many  Seals  and  Otters  are  found 
among  the  rocky  Illands  in  the  large  Bays,  and  the  Sea  Ware  not  only  fur- 
nifhes  them  with  Plenty  of  good  Manure  for  their  Lands,  but  there  is  like- 
wife  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  it  annually  burned  into  Kelp  c. 

The  Inhabitants  refemble  in  their  Perfons  thofe  of  the  other  Illands, 
and  are  a  very  flout,  flrong,  and  adtive  People  d.  In  Point  of  Genius,  they 
are  flirewd,  penetrating,  and  have  a  great  deal  of  Vivacity,  much  addicted 
to  Poetry,  and  very  inquilitive  after  News  e.  They  have  a  natural  Inge¬ 
nuity,  which  enables  them  to  become  Taylors,  Shoemakers,  Smiths,  Car¬ 
penters,  &c.  without  ever  being  taught  any  of  thofe  Trades  f.  For  tho’ 
very  docile  and  attentive,  they  are  fo  impatient  of  Rellraint,  as  feldom  to 
endure  an  Apprenticefhip,  fo  that  we  need  not  wonder,  that  whenever  an 
Opportunity  is  offered,  they  are  ready  to  quit  a  Country,  where  a  tolerable 
Subfiflence  is  all  that  can  be  obtained,  either  by  Parts  or  Labour.  It  is 
likewife  to  be  obferved,  that  they  are  extremely  attached  to  their  Chiefs 
and  Heads  of  Families,  follow  them  willingly  into  the  Land  or  Sea  Service, 
or  when  they  are  fo  difpofed,  to  any  of  our  American  Settlements  g. 

The  Caflle  of  Dowart,  which  hands  on  a  Rock,  about  the  Middle  of  the 
Eah  Coah  of  the  Ifland,  remains  hill  a  Kind  of  a  Garrifon.  The  Cable  of 
Aros,  farther  in  the  Country,  is  become  a  Heap  of  Ruins,  and  the  Cahie 


a  According  to  fome  Accounts,  there  are  two  annual  Fairs,  one  in  the  Month  of  May,  and  the 
other  in  Augull. 

t>  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifle  of  Mull. 

c  The  Reader  fees  here  all  the  native  Refources  of  the  People  in  this  Ifle,  and  may  from  thence 
difcern  how  little  can  be  hoped  from  their  Efforts,  without  Afliftance  towards  putting  them  into 
abetter  Condition.  On  the  Continent  Agriculture  and  feeding  Cattle  induflrioufly  purfued  will 
do  all  that  can  be  wifhed,  but  Communication  and  Commerce  are  effential  to  the  Welfare  of  an  . 
Ifland. 

d  MS.  Accounts  of  Mull. 

e  Mr.  Sacheverell  defcribes  them  them  thus,  “  During  my  Stay,  I  obferved  the  Men  in  general 
“  to  be  large  bodied,  Rout,  fubtle,  active,  patient  of  Cold  and  Hunger :  There  appeared  in  all 
“  their  Actions  a  certain  generous  Air  of  Freedom,  and  a  Contempt  of  thofe  Trifles,  Luxury 
*(  and  Ambition,  which  we  fo  fervilely  purine.”  Voyage  to  Il-Columb-Kill,  p.128. 

f  This  feems  to  account  rationally  for  their  Impatience  in  ferving  Apprenticefhips ;  for  as  thefe 
Artificers  cannot  be  fuppofed  very  expert  in  their  refpe&ive  Trades,  fo  young  Men  of  quick  Parts, 
finding  themfelves  in  a  fhort  Space  as  great  Proficients  as  their  Mailers,  are  little  inclined  to 
Rrudge  for  Years,  when  all  they  can  hope  to  learn  may  be  acquired  in  a  few  Months. 

8  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ille  of  Mull. 

4  H  a 
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of  May,  at  the  Head  of  Loch  Buy,  is  now  a  Place  of  no  Confequence 
There  are  fome  Remains  of  little  Danifti  Forts,  but  nothing  that  deferves- 
the  Name  of  a  Town,  in  all  this  large  Ifland  K  As  for  the  Inhabitants 
they  live  on  their  refpedtive  Properties,  and  of  courfe  in  fcattered  Hamlets,: 
where-ever  thefe  happen  to  lie,  and  have  amongft  them  no  Appearance  of 
Improvements,  except  a  few  Inclofures  ;  no  Manufactures,  beyond  coarfe 
Cloth  and  Linnen,  for  their  own  Confumption ;  and  no  Fisheries  of  any 
Confequence,  for  which  they  are  fo  .well  fituated  k.  In  i  5B8  fome  large 
Ships  of  the  Spanifh  Armada  were  loft  upon  this  Coaft,  aijd  amongft  the 
reft,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  the  Trealure-Ship  funk  in  or  near  Toubir- 
Mary  Bay  h  In  1688  an  Attempt  was  made  to  recover  the  EffeCts  of  this 
VeiTel  by  diving,  and  fome  Cannon,  Bracelets,  a  gold  Chain,  Beads,  and- 
a  little  Money  were  brought  up,  but  to  no  great  Amount111.  Many  Years 
after  Mr.  Rowe  and  Captain  Irwin  were  fent  for  the  fame  Purpofe,  to  the 
Weft  Coaft  of  North  Britain,  and  perhaps  to  the  Coafts  of  the  Ifle  of  Mull. 
It  has  been  often  fince  under  Confideration,  to  renew  this  Experiment,* 
which  very  poffibly  might  be  attended  with  more  Succefs,  if  it  was  pro- 
fecuted  with  better  Engines,  the  Afliftance  of  large  Veffels,  and  under  pro¬ 
per  Dire&ion  n. 

1 

h  It  may  deferve  Confideration,  whether  Companies  of  Invalids,  compofed  of  Soldiers,  either 
bred  to,  or  who  have  acquired  Trades,  might  not  be  Rationed  in  this  and  fome  other  Ides,  and 
allowed  to  work  themfelves  at,  and  inftrudf  others  in  their  feveral  Occupations,  with  very  rational 
Hopes  of  procuring  fome  confiderable  Advantages,  at  a  very  fmall  Expence. 

i  This  is  an  additional  Proof,  in  refpedf  to  the  great  Truth  before  advanced,  that  without  Help 
Things  in  this  Country  are  not  like  to  grow  much  better. 

k  The  long  Negledt  of  thefe  Filheries  can  no  way  prejudice  them  in  Point  of  Profit,  whenever 
they  fhall  be  properly  undertaken  and  fleadily  purfued. 

l  The  Depofitions of  the  Spanifh  Prifonersin  England  confirm  this  in  general  ;  but  in  regard  to! 
the  Vefiel  loft  in  Toubir-Mary  Bay,  thofe  Depolitions  fiiled  her  a  large  Vefiel  from  Florence ; 
Martin  fays,  (he  was  called  the  Florida,  and  blown  up  in  that  Port  by  one  Stnolletof  Dumbarton. 
All  agree  as  to  her  having  immenfe  Riches  on  board. 

m  Mr.  Sacheverell  (who  had  been  Governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Man)  fuperintended  this  diving  Expedi¬ 
tion,  and  his  ftrong  Defire  of  feeing  Iona,  Hy,  or  the  Ifland  of  Il-Columb-Kil,  led  him  to  traverfe 
Mull  from  the  North  Eafltothe  South  Weft  Extremity.-  In  regard  to  the  Expedition,  all  he  fays. is, 
that  in  clear,  ferene  Weather  (from  the  Mountains  round  the  Bay)  it  was  pleafant  to  fee  the  Divers 
finking  threefcore  Feet  under  Water,  flaying  fometimes  above  an  Hour,  and  at  laft  returning  with 
the  Spoils  of  the  Ocean,  whether  Plate  or  Money,  convinced  us  of  the  Riches  and  Splendor  of  the 
once  thought  invincible  Armada. 

"  In  all  Probability,  the  Succefs  of  Sir  William  Phipps,  who  the  Year  before  had  brought  up 
to  the  Value  ol  300,0001.  in  Silver  out  of  a  Spanifh  Wreck  in  the  Weft  Indies,  excited  the  At¬ 
tempt  in  1688.  But  as  great  Improvements  have  been  made  on  the  Diving  Bell  (which  was  the' 
Engine  ufed  here)  by  Dr.  Halley  and  Athers,  and  as  new  Methods  of  pradtifing  this  Art  have  been 
invented  by  Borelli  in  Italy,  and  by  Mr.  Simmonds  and  Mr.  Lithbridge  in  England,  an  Account 
of  which  may  be  found  in  that  great  Treafure  of  ufeful  Informations,  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine, 
vol.  xix.  we  need  not  defpair  of  recovering  fomewhat  more  out  of  this  valuable  Wreck,  as  the 
Place  in  which  (he  lies  is  certain,  and  the  Depth  of  the  Sea- not  very  great; 
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The  principal  Proprietor  is  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  has  his  Bailiff  or 
Steward  refident  in  the  Ifland,  but  there  are  befides  many  other  Proprietors 
The  common  People  fpeak  Galic  or  Erfe,  in  which  Language  their  Poetry 
is  compofed.  In  refped:  to  Religion,  they  are  Protedants.  There  are 
three  Pariflies,  which  are  confequently  of  large  Extent,  and  a  Chapel,  as 
alfo  a  School  where  fome  forty  or  fifty  Children  are  taught,  at  the  Expence 
of  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian.  Knowlege  in  the  Highlands  p. 
There  are  Veftiges  of  many  more  Churches,  and  other  pregnant  Teftimo- 
nies  that  this  Ifland  was  much  more  populous  in  former  Times.  At  pre- 
fent  the  Number  of  People  here  are  computed  to  be  about  five  thoufand  ; 
and  if  fome  Methods  are  not  devifed  to  alter  their  prefent  Situation,  there 
is  no  great  Appearance  of  their  becoming  more  numerous  <1. 

At  the  South  Weft  Extremity  of  Mull,-  divided  from  it  by  a  Sound 
fcarce  a  Mile  over,  lies  the  fmali  Ifle  which  bore  anciently  the  Name  of 
Iona,  or  Hui,  or  Hy,  better  known  by  that  of  I-Coluim-Kill,  that  is,  the 
Ifle  of  Columb’s  Church,  fo  famous  in  the  old  Scots  Hiltory.  It  is  about 
two  Miles  long,  and  fomewhat  more  than  half  a  Mile  broad.  The  Cli¬ 
mate,  tho’  fo  very  near,  differs  much  from  that  of  Mull,  being  warmer  and 
lefs  fubjedl  to  Rain.  The  Soil  alfo  is  rich  and  fertile,  one  Moiety  arable*- 
producing  excellent  Oats,  Barley,  and  Flax,  and  the  Harveft  near  a  Month 
earlier  than  in  Mull.  The  other  Moiety,  which  is  rocky,  and  confequently 
not  fit  for  Cultivation,  abounds  with  very  fine  Grafs,  and  feeds,  for  its  Extent,* 
a  great  Number  of  Cattle.  It  is  well  watered,  and  exceedingly  pleafant r. 

This  Ifland  was  given,  in  thefixth  Century,  to  St.  Columba,  who  eredled 
here  a  famous  Monailery,  and  dying  at  the  dole  of  that  Century,  or  the 
beginning  of  the  feventh,  was  there  interred.  In  fucceeding  Times,  a- 
Nunnery,  and  feveral  Chapels  were  built  there  s.  It  was  alfo  famous  for  a 
Library,  in  which  were  depofited  the  Archives  and  Hiftories  of  the  King,- 

°  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  255.  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifle  of  Mull. 

P  State  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowlege,  p.  58. 
q  Experience  juftifies  this  Aflertion.  The  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland,  in  common  with  thofe  in 
other  Parts  of  North-Britain,  have  for  half  a  Century  paft  had  all  the  Advantages  of  the  Union, 
and  if  in  this  Space  they  have  operated  fo  little,  much  cannot  be  looked  for  in  half  a  Century  to 
come.  But  if  a  little  Attention  was  paid,  and  a  little  Encouragement  given,  the  Face  of  the 
Country  and  the  Condition  of  the  People  might  in  that  Time  be  moff  effectually  changed,  which 
would  not  only  prove  a  flgnal  Benefit  to  the  People  of  Mull,  but  add  likewife  to  the  Profperity  of 
Britain.  It  is  this  Conflderation  that  pleads  for  fiich  Affiflance,  and  the  fetting  this  in  a  firong 
and  jufi  Light,  the  foie  Motive  to  all  that  is  faid  here. 

r  Sacheverell’s  Voyage  to  Il-Columb-Kill,  p  128 — 143.  Martin’s  Defaiption  of  the  Weflern 
Iflands,  p.  256 — 266.  MS.  Relation  of  Mull  and  the  adjacent  Ifles. 

s  Bed.  Ecclef.  Hill.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  iii.  cap.  4.  Fordun.  Scotichron.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.  Eoeth, 
Scotorum  Regni  Defcript.  fol.  8.  b.  Leflosi  Regionum  et  Infularum  Scotise  Defcnpt.  p.  3 5* 
Buchanan.  Rerum  Scotic.PIifl.  lib.  i. 

4om, 
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dom,  together  with  many  other  curious  Manuferipts,  now  difperfed  and 
loft.  But  what  rendered  it  mold  famous,  was  its  becoming  the  Burial  Place, 
not  only  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  but  alfo  of  Ireland,  Norway,  and  the  Ifles, 
as  alfo  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  Perfons  of  both  Sexes  in  the  Weftern  Part 
of  Scotland,  and  in  the  1 11  and s L  The  Ruins  that  ftill  remain,  are  fufficient 
to  juftify  the  Authenticity  of  thofe  Accounts,  which  fpeak  of  this  Place 
when  it  was  in  a  Condition  better  than  it  now  is.  The  Deftgn  of  this 
Work  does  not  require,  or  indeed  afford  Room,  for  entering  into  Particu¬ 
lars  ;  the  foie  Reafon  of  its  being  mentioned,  is  to  lhew  that  even  in  its  pre- 
fent  miferable  State  it  remains  an  indubitable  Monument  of  the  former 
flourifhing  Condition  of  thefe  Illes,  and  furni flies  an  inconteftable  Proof, 
that  the  People  who  formerly  inhabited  them,  were  not  in  a  low,  wretched, 
barbarous  State,  without  Commerce  or  Communication  with  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  but  quite  the  contrary,  ffnce  otherwife  they  could  not  have  had  the 
.Skill  to  erebt  Buildings  of  fo  much  Beauty,  or  the  Means  of  procuring  fo 
many  fine  Statues,  and  other  rich  Ornaments,  as  in  early  Times  made  this 
fo  celebrated  a  Place,  and  drew  a  Ilefort  thither  from  all  the  Northern 
Countries  of  Europe  to  vifit  what  were  then  not  barely  the  Objedts  of  Cu- 
rioffty,  but  of  Veneration11.  It  feems  alfo  to  afford  a  convincing  Argu¬ 
ment,  that,  notwithftanding  the  Alteration  that  has  happened  in  the  Man¬ 
ners,  Cuftoms,  and  political  Views  of  the  World,  it  is  by  no  means  im- 
poftible,  that  by  the  Reftitution  of  Freedom,  Arts,  and  Commerce,  thefe 
Iflands  fhould  again  refume  their  former  Felicity,  by  becoming  well  inha¬ 
bited,  well  cultivated,  and  in  confequence  of  their  commodious  Situation, 
well  fupplied  with  all,  that,  through  their  own  Induftry,  Agriculture,  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  Trade,  may  procure  w. 


1  Buchanan  fays  t’here  were  forty-eight  Kings  of  Scotland,  four  of  Ireland,  and  eight  of  Nor¬ 
way,  whofe  Monuments  were  extant  here. 

u  Mr.  Sacheverell  allures  us,  the  Altar  was  of  the  finelt  White  Marble  he  ever  beheld,  he  alfo 
fays,  he  faw  fome  large  Pillars  curioufly  carved  in  Baffo  Relievo,  feveral  fine  Statues  as  large  as 
the  Life,  admirably  well  executed,  and  that  he  was  told  by  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Frazer,  that 
he  lent  to  the  Earl  of  Argyll,  a  Book  left  him  by  his  Father  (who  was  Dean  of  the  Iflesi)  containing 
three  hundred  Infcriptions  copied  from  thefe  Tombs. 

w  In  what  is  advanced  in  the  Text,  the  ancient  State  of  this  inconfiderable  Ifle  is  brought  as  a 
decifive  Proof  that  the  Wefiern  Ifles  were  in  Times  part  much  better  inhabited  and  cultivated 
than  at  prefent,  that  thefe  People,  in  fome  Part  of  this  Period  at  leaf!,  were  not  a  rude  or  bar¬ 
barous,  but  a  civilized  and  polilhed  Nation,  and  that  in  confequence  of  this  they  were  efieemed 
by  and  held  an  extenfive  Correfpon deuce  with  their  Neighbours.  If  therefore  fuch  a  Correfpon- 
dence  and  Communication  were  refiored,  would  it  not  excite  and  encourage  Induftry  ?  Would 
not  this  lead  to  Improvements  of  every  Kind  ?  And  might  not  Commerce  bring  the  People,  fo 
happily  fituated,  and  fo  well  inclined,  to  be  equally  ufeful  to  themfelves  and  to  the  Empire  of 
Britain  ? 


Thk 
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The  Inhabitants  at  prefent  are  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  fixty— 
Eve  x  j  but  unlefs  all  who  have  vifited  this  Me  deceive  us,  they  dill  retain  a 
Mildnefs  of  Temper,  a  Gentlenefs  of  Difpofition,  and  Hofpitality,  to  the 
narrow  Extent  of  their  Power,  which  gives  the  utmoft  Credit  to  what  is 
recorded  of  the  People  here,  when  they  were  more  numerous  and  in  better 
Circumdances  y.  There  are  feveral  fmall  Idands,  even  in  comparifon  of 
this,  that  lie  round  it,  and  furnifh  Padure  for  Cattle,  Retreats  to  the  Sea 
Fowl,  and  near  the  Coads  of  which  great  Quantities  of  Cod,  Ling,  and 
other  White  Fidi,  as  alio  Oyders,  and  other  Shell  Fifh  are,  or  rather 
might  be,  taken  z. 

S  K  Y. 

rnp^HI  S  Ifland,  in  the  Opinion  of  our  great  Britifli  Antiquary,  is  that 
which  Ptolemy  diles  the  Eadern  Ebudaa.  It  is  thought  to  derive, 
the  Name  of  Sky  from  its  Figure,  as,  in  the  Galic  Language,  Sciana  fig— 
nifies  winged ;  and  indeed  it  is  fo  interfered  and  broken  by,  the  Sea,  that 
the  Etymology  feems  to  be  well  founded  L  A  Perfon  however,  admirably 
well  drilled  in  all  the  antient  Languages  or  rather  Dialedts  of  Britain,  is* 
difpofed  to  think  that  its  original  Name  might  have  implied  its  being  the. 
Idand  of  Herrings  c.  It  lies  between  the  Continent  of  Scotland,  and  that 
long  Range  of  Idands  to  the  Wed,  of  which  we  are  next  to  treat  A  To  the 
North,  it  has  the  Ocean.  On  the  North  Ead,  the  Continent,  which  from' 
Point  Hunifh  in  the  North  Ead  of  this  Idand,  to  Loch  Tarradon  in  Rofs,. 
is  feven  Leagues,  but  gradually  approaching  nearer  the  Sound  between  the. 

x  Mr.  Sacheverell  tells  us,  p.  143.  when  he  was  in  this  Ifland  there  were  about  fourfcore  Fa* 
milies,  fo  that  in  little  more  than  feventy  Years  they  have  diminifhed  more  than  one  half.  How¬ 
ever,  Iona,  even  in  its  prefent  State,  the  Extent  of  Territory  confidered,  is  at  leaft  ten  times  as 
populous  as  the  Ifle  of  Mull.  This  is  a  farther  Evidence  of  the  gradual  Decay  of  Inhabitants  in 
thefe  Idands. 

y  Mr.  Sacheverell’s  Words  are,  The  People  here  are  of  a  fofter  Genius,  and  more  fufceptible  or 
Religion  and  Politure,  than  thofe  in  the  neighbouring  Idands.  Mr.  Martin,  who  went  there  many. 
Years  later,  confirms  this  Character,  from  which  the  latefl  Accounts  affure  us  they  are  not  at  all 
degenerated.  Can  we  then  doubt  of  their  deferving  a  little  Notice  and  Adiffance  ? ' 

z  It  is  evident,  that  with  a  fmall  Proportion  of  Induftry,  which,  by  opening  a  proper  Commu¬ 
nication,  might  be  fpeedily  difFufed  amongfl  fo  well  difpofed  a  R.ace  of  People,  they  might  quickly 
repair  their  Numbers,  find  the  Means  of  fubfifting,  in  confequence  of  having' certain  Markets,  and 
be  enabled  to  raife  new  and  commodious  Structures,  inflead  of  pining  amongfl  Ruins. . 
a  Ptolem.  Geog.  lib.  viii.  Camdeni  Britan,  p.  848. 
b  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Idands,  p.  13 1. 

c  Baxteri  Gloflar.  Antiq.  Britan,  p.  21 1.  He  apprehends  the.  Ravenna  Geographer  wrote 
Scetis  (the  Name  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  given  this  Ide)  corruptly  for  Scetinis,  that  is,  according  to 
Mr.  Baxter,  Scad  innis,  i.  e.  Infula  Harincorum.  It  is  certain,  Scadan  in  Galic  fignifies  Herring, 
and  if  Scad  be  the  Singular,  then  Scad  innis  is  Herring  Idand. 

d  That  is,  between  the  Shire  of  Rofs  and  the  long  Idand,  the  Sea  between  Sfy  ai^d  the  long 
Idand  is  what  is  called  the  Minch. 

life: 
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Ille  of  Sky  and  the  Diftridt  called  Glen-elg,  which  is  alfo  Part  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Rofs,  for  the  Space  of  about  fix  Miles,  at  the  South  Eaft  End  is 
little  more  than  a  Mile  broad ;  and  where  the  Ferry  is  placed,  fo  narrow 
that  the  Sound  of  the  Voice  may  be  heard  from  one  Side  to  the  other  e.  On 
the  South  it  has  the  Promontory  of  Ardnamurchan  in  Argylefhire,  which 
is  diftant  from  the  Point  of  Sclait,  Sleate,  or  Slate,  about  five  Leagues. 
On  the  Weft,  the  Channel  called  the  Minch,  extends  about  twenty  Miles, 
arid  from  the  Point  of  Sclait  to  the  Illand  of  South  Uift  is  about  twelve 
Leagues  f. 

The  North  Weft  Extremity  of  this  lile,  called  TrotternefTe,  being  in 
the  Latitude  of  fifty-fe^en  Degrees  forty-five  Minutes,  the  longefl  Day  is 
there  but  a  few  Minutes  fhort  of  eighteen  Hours  £.  The  Climate  is,  to 
fpeak  from  the  befl  Information  that  could  be  procured,  not  the  moft 
agreeable,  their  Springs  being  commonly  backward,  their  Summer  diffi¬ 
dently  warm,  but  the  Rain  ufually  fets  in  about  the  Dog  Days,  and  con¬ 
tinues  through  the  Autumn.  As  to  their  Winters,  they  are,  in  comparifon 
with  the  Continent,  remarkably  mild,  with  very  little  Froft  or  Snow,  but 
then  they  are  often  attended  with  high  Northern  Winds,  and  as  often  with 
heavy  Rains  L  It  may  be,  if  the  Country  was  better  cultivated,  it  would 
mend  the  Climate,  at  leaf!  this  has  been  the  Cafe  in  other  Places,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  Ireland  i,  and  very  pofTibly  it  might  have  been  fo  here,  when  Sky 
was  better  peopled  than  it  is  at  prefent,  and  muff  of  courfe  have  produced 
for  their  Subfiftence  larger  Quantities  of  Grain  than  are  now  raifed.. 

The  Form  of  this  Ifland  is  exceedingly  irregular,  the  Sea  entering  deep 
into  the  Land  on  every  Side,  fo  as  almoff  to  divide  it  in  feveral  Places.  Its 
Afpedt  alfo  is  none  of  the  moft  pleafant,  being,  more  efpecially  in  the  in¬ 
terior  Parts,  extremely  marfhy,  rugged,  full  of  Rocks  and  Mountains  k ; 
amongft  thefe,  feven  are  diftinguifhed  for  their  Height,  Quillin,  Scorni- 
frey,  Bein-ftore,  Bein-vore-fcowe,  Beinchro,  Bein-nin,  and  Kaillach,  of 
which  Quillin  is  the  higheft,  and  to  its  rending  the  Clouds  in  their  Paf- 
fage,  a  great  Part  of  the  wet  Weather  which  prevails  here  is  generally 

e  In  this  we  follow  Pont’s  Map  in  the  Theatrum  Scotias,  as  being  the  largefl  and  mofl  diftinfh 

f  The  Range  of  IQands  breaks  the  Force  of  the  Well,  as  the  Continent  does  of  the  Eafl  Winds, 
which  accounts  for  the  Mildnefs  of  the  Winter  in  Sky. 

g  See  the  learned  Dr.  Halley’s  admirable  Difcourfe  on  the'  proportional  Heat  of  the  Sun  in  all  La¬ 
titudes,  Mifcellanea  Curiofa,  vol.  i.  p.  256. 

h  Relation  of  the  Ille  of  Sky,  by  a  Gentleman  who  went  thither  A.  D.  1761,  and  compofed  his 
Account  while  on  the  Spot. 

‘  Plin.  Nat.  Hill.  lib.  xvii.  c.  4.  Phil.  Tranf.  N°  27.  p.  495.  Smith’s  Natural  Hikory  of  the 
.County  of  Waterford,  p.  285. 

&  MS,  Relation  of  the  Ille  of  Sky. 
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afcribed  h  In  Length  this  Ifland  is  faid  to  be  forty  or  forty-four  com¬ 
puted  Miles,  and  in  Breadth  thirty-fix  in  fome  Places,  but  twenty-fix  in 
others,  and  in  certain  Parts  fcarce  two  Miles.  A  very  fenfible  and  inqui- 
fitive  Gentleman,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  examine  it  on  the  Spot,  for 
the  Sake  of  this  Work,  found  the  Difiance  of  the  Point  at  Sclait,  or  Slate, 
in  the  South  Wefi  Part  of  the  Illand,  from  Trotternefs  in  the  North  Weft, 
to  be  eighty  Engliih  Miles  compleat ;  and  thinks  that  the  mean  Breadth  of 
the  Ifland  may  be  computed  at  twelve  m.  In  refpedt  to  Size,  it  differs  not 
much  from  the  County  Palatine  of  Chefter,  is  much  larger  than  the  Ifland 
of  Minorca;  bigger  than  any  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  Proteftant  or  Popifh, 
Berne  only  excepted  ;  not  much  inferior  to  the  Ifle  of  Corlica ;  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  Madeira  ;  and  very  little  lefs  than  Martinico  n. 

The  Soil  is  various  in  refpedt  to  Colour,  Depth,  and  Qualities.  In 
Slate,  and  in  a  great  Part  of  Trotternefs,  it  is  a  thin  Clay  ;  in  the  Parifhes  of 
Durinefs  and  Minmifs,  it  is  that  Sort  of  black  Earth  which  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain  they  call  Mofs.  In  Waternefs,  it  inclines  again  to  Clay ;  in  Strath, 
and  in  fome  other  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  it  is  a  fine  rich,  deep,  black 
Mould,  and,  lying  upon  Limeftone,,  wonderfully  fertile  °.  Next  to  this, 
Clay  is  moft  efteemed ;  but  even  the  Mofs,  when  properly  treated,  and  ma¬ 
nured  with  Shell  Sand,  of  which  there  is  great  Plenty  in  all  Parts  of  the 
Ifland,  produces  very  good  Crops  p.  As  to  the  interior  Part  of  the  Ifle,  it  is 
one  continued  Moor,  interfperfed  with  Mountains,  Rocks,  and  Morafles ; 
all  thefe  however  produce  a  rough  Kind  of  Grafs,  on  which  their  Cattle  feed 
and  grow  fatq.  There  are  very  few  Countries  fo  well  ftocked  as  this  Ifland 
is  with  all  Kinds  of  Manure,  for  belides  the  Sea  Ware,  which  is  common 
to  all  the  Blands,  they  have  a  very  prolific  Sort  of  Sea  Sand,  which  is  di- 
ftindf  from  the  fhelly  Sand  before  mentioned,  and  the  beft  Marie,  which 
tho’  very  well  known,  is  very  little  ufed r.  Here  are  alfo  a  great  Variety 
of  fine  Earths,  of  different  Colours,  foft,  undtuous,  and  free  from  any 
Kind  of  Grit,  Potters  Earth,  Fullers  Earth,  a  Kind  of  white  Earth,  which 
has  been  miftaken  for  Chalk,  Free-ftone,  Lime-ftone,  White  and  Black 

1  Martin’s  Defcrlption  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  138. 

m  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifle  of  Sky. 

n  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  PI.  i,  iv,  v,  x,  xxvi,  xxix. 

0  MS.  Relation,  compared  with  feveral  other  Accounts,  and  with  Martin's  Defcription. 

p  Martin,  p.  139.  relates  many  extraordinary  Inftances  of  Fertility  in  this  Country,  not  only 
with  the  Aflifiance  of  thefe  Manures,  but  without. 

1  Befides  this  rank  Grafs,  natural  Clover,  and  Grounds  fpread  with  Dailies,  are  here  and  there 
interfperfed,  even  in  the  very  wildeft  Spots. 

r  Martin,  p.  132.  affirms,  that  the  doping  Side  of  a  Hill  entirely  overgrown  with  Heath,  being 
covered  with  Marie,  all  the  Heath  fell,  as  if,  as  he  expreffes  it,  cut  with  a  Knife,  and  being  af¬ 
terwards  fown  with  Barley,  yielded  thirty-five  fold.  All  the  later  Accounts  concur  in  commending 
this  rich  Manure,  and  in  condemning  the  Negleft  of  it. 

Vol.  I.  4  i 
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Marble,  Agate,  Chryftal,  and  upon  their  Rocks  grow  fome  dyeing  Moffes  V 
and  Talc  as  fine  as  that  of  Venice1'.  There  are  in  fome  Places  very  pro- 
miling  Appearances  of  Silver  Ore,  and  Cakes  of  Iron  are  fometimes  found 
amongft  their  Peat  Afhes ;  there  is  likewife  a  Kind  of  red  barren  Earth, 
which  is  in  Reality  an  Iron  Ore11.  Coal  appears  in  different  Parts  of  the 
Ifland,  but  they  make  little  IJfe  of  it,  as  they  have  great  Abundance  of 
Peat  or  Turf,  which  is  their  common  Firings.  The  Country  was  for¬ 
merly  overgrown  with  Fir  Trees,  of  which  there  are  very  few,  if  any,  left*. 
There  are  ffill  fome  tolerable  Woods,  and  feveral  Coppices  in  different  Parts 
of  the  Ifland.  They  grow  confiderable  Quantities  ©f  Barley  and  Oats,  of 
which  the  latter  is  by  much  the  belly.  They  have  alfo  Plemp  and  Flax, 
and  might  have  a  great  deal  more ;  Potatoes,  Peas,  Beans,  Turnips,  Cab¬ 
bage,  Colevvorts,  and  all  Kind  of  Garden  Stuff,  fucceed  extremely  well, 
and  fo  would  Fruit,  if  fufiicient  Pains  were  taken  in  planting  and  cultivat¬ 
ing  it  z. 

There  cannot  be  a  Country  better  watered  than  the  Idle  of  Sky,  having 
innumerable  Springs,  fome  of  which  are  mineral  and  medicinal,  and  all  of 
them  limpid,  remarkably  light  and  wholefome3.  Rivulets  and  Rills 
of  different  Sizes  run  down  from  tfie  Mountains,  and  befides  a  Variety 

of 

s  Martin,  p.  135.  acquaints  us,  that  they  {crape  a  thin  white  Scurf  (he  fliould  faid  Mofs) 
from  Stones  found  amcngil  their  Rocks,  which  they  call  Corkir.  This  being  carefully  dried  and 
reduced  to  Powder,  is  put  with  Urine  into  a  Bottle,  and  being  kept  clofe  flopped  for  three  Weeks, 
becomes  a  bright  Crimfon  Dye.  There  is  a  coarfer  brown  Scurf  which  they  call  Croflil,  and 
which  dyes  a  Feuillemort,  or  as  it  is  vulgarly  called,  a  Phiiimot.  Both  are  of  the  Tribe  of  Modes 
flyled  Piacodium,  and  are  of  the  fame  Nature  with  the  Orchil  or  Orfeille,  of  which  they  export 
annually  to  the  Value  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  Pounds  from  the  Canaries,  no  fmall  Part  of  which 
comes  to  Great  Britain. 

c  Dr_  Hill’s  Hiflory  of  Foffils,  p.  70.  Billionaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  iv.  p.  92 6,  927. 

u  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Illands,  p.  1 54.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that 
Peat  Afhes  prove  an  excellent  Manure. 

w  Coal ‘has  been  ralfed  at  Holm  near  Portry,  inWaternefs,  and  about  the  Village  of  Mogflat, 

*  Tho’  there  is  now  little  above  Ground,  except  in  Sir  James  Mac  Donald’s  Eflate,  yet  large 
Trees  are  often  digged  up,  being  preferred  in  the  Bogs,  which  demonflrates  the  Ifland  was  once 
in  a  State  very  different  from  that  in  which  it  is  at  prefent ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Timber 
planted  here  would  grow  as  well  as  in  Norway.  In  Support  of  this  I  fliall  mention  a  Faff  tranf- 
mitted  to  me  while  this  Sheet  was  at  the  Prefs,  by  my  worthy  Friend  the  ingenious  Dr.  Walker,, 
who,  in  a  late  Viflt  to  this  Ifle,  found  at  a  Place  called  Armadel  a  Plantation  of  large  thriving  Trees* 
containing  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  valuable  Timber. 

y  This  is  not  the  Cafe  in  the  fmaller  Blands,  for  in  them  Barley  generally  profpcrs  mofl. 

2  In  refpefl  to  many  other  Things,  as  well  as  Fruit,  it  is  not  thro’  the  Dcfetfl  of  Soil  or  Climate,, 
but  of  Induflry  or  Inclination  that  the  Inhabitants  are  without  them.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that 
Perfons  well  drilled  in  Improvements  would  not  only  increafe  largely  the  Produce  of  the  Grains 
that  have  been  already  raifed  here,  but  alfo  introduce  many  Things  to  which  the  Natives  are  Stran¬ 
gers,  and  will  continue  founlefs  their  Commerce  extends. 

a  Martin,  p.140,  14 1 .  mentions  Loch  Siant  Well,  as  famous  for  curing  many  Difeafes,  as  alfo 
Toubir  Teliibreck.  In  the  MS.  Relation,  Broadford  in  Strath  is  celebrated  on  the  fame  Account. 

But 
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of  other  Kinds  of  frefh  Fifh,  there  are  above  thirty  that  abound  in  Salmon. 
There  are  likewife  feveral  frefh  W ater  Lakes,  and  amongft  thefe  one  of  a 
confiderable  Size,  and  in  it  an  Iiland,  in  which  there  is  a  decayed  Chapel 
dedicated  to  St.  Columba  L  In  feveral  of  thefe  Lakes  there  are  Trout, 
Eels,  and  Pikes,  and  in  fome  there  are  Mufcles  that  yield  Pearls.  As  to 
thofe  Salt  Water  Lochs,  which,  as  they  enter  deep  into  the  Land,  are 
properly  fpeaking  Bays  of  the  Sea,  they  have  many  of  different  Sizes,  and 
on  all  Sides  of  the  Iiland,  feven  at  leaff  on  the  Weft  Side,  ten  on  the  South, 
Loch  Eyefort  on  the  South  Eaft,  and  two  or  three  on  the  North  c.  Many 
of  thefe  abound  with  Herring  in  the  Seafon  all  of  them  with  White  and 
with  Shell  Fifh  of  different  Sorts,  and  in  fome  of  the  largeft  there  are  Iflands 
which  ferve  for  Pafturage,  and  afford  Shelter  for  Sea  Fowle. 

They  have  Plenty  of  tame  Fowl  of  all  Sorts  about  their  Habitations, 
and  might,  if  they  found  it  requifte,  have  them  in  ffill  greater  Abund¬ 
ance.  As  to  wild  and  Water  Fowl,  in  Point  of  Quantity  or  of  Variety, 
more  cannot  be  wiihed  than  they  poffefs.  Their  black  Cattle  are  fmall, 
and  through  Want  of  Attention  miferably  lean  in  the  Winter,  but  when 
fat  in  the  Summer,  afford  exceeding  good  and  fweet  Beef.  Their  Horfes 
likewife  are  little,  but  lively  and  very  hardy,  going  through  all  Sorts  of 
Labour,  upon  Food  that  coils  their  Owner  little  or  nothing  f  They  have 
Deer,  Sheep,  Goats,  Hogs,  and  Rabbits,  to  the  full  Extent  of  their 
Willies,  and  if  they  could  turn  them  to  any  Profit,  might  with  little  Trou¬ 
ble  have  many  more.  Hares  are  not  found  in  this  Ifland,  in  which  how¬ 
ever  there  are  but  too  many  Foxes  j  there  are  many  Seals,  Otters,  Weafels, 
and  two  or  three  Sorts  of  Vipers,  the  Bite  of  fome  of  which  is  mortal.  On 
the  Coaft,  and  in  their  Bays,  they  have  prodigious  Quantities  of  Cod, 
Ling,  Mackerel,  Fladdock,  Whiting,  Turbot,  Skate,  and  a  Variety  of 
other  Kinds  of  Fifh  g.  Herring  in  fuch  Plenty,  that  a  very  few  Years  ago 
they  were  fold  for  Sixpence  a  Barrel,  befides  an  incredible  Variety  of  Shell 
Fifh,  large  in  Size  and  excellent  in  their  feveral  Kinds.  They  procure  in 

But  as  we  have  more  than  once  remarked,  none  of  thefe  have  been  properly  examined,  fo  as  to 
,  determine  their  mineral  Contents.  Such  an  Examination  would  on  many  Accounts  be  of  great 
Importance. 

b  Martin’s  Account  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  142. 

c  As  to  the  Utility  of  thefe  Bays  as  Havens,  we  refer  to  that  accurate  Account  which  will  b'S 
fpeed’ily  made  public. 

d  At  Waterford  they  make  excellent  Red  Herring  and  Sprats ;  and  why  may  they  not  be  as  well 
cured  here  ? 

e  If  Sky  was  once  fully  improved,  thefe  Iflands  might  be  employed  to  many  important  Pur- 
pofes. 

{  There  feems  to  be  little  Doubt,  that  by  uflng  proper  Methods,  and  a  proper  Degree  of  At¬ 
tention,  the  Size  of  their  Cattle  and  Horfes  might  be  improved. 

8  In  the  Midfl  of  all  this  Plenty,  the  People  feed  but  little  on  Flefh,  Fowl,  or  Fifh,  but  con¬ 
tent  themfclves  moflly  with  Meal,  Milk,  and  Potatoes. 

4  I  2  dry 
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dry  Summers  I'm  all  Quantities  of  a  foul  Salt,  not  fufficient  for  their  Con- 
fumption,  of  Nature’s  making  upon  their  bare  Rocks,  and  in  the  Shallows 
of  their  Bays  L  Yet  they  dry  their  Herring,  and  fome  other  Kinds  of 
Fifh,  caught  after  the  tenth  of  the  Month  of  September,  without  falting 
them  at  all,  and  keep  them  for  their  own  eating  feveral  Months.  There 
are  likewile  both  Sorts  of  Coral,  red  and  white,  upon  their  Coafts  K 

The  Inhabitants  in  refpedl  to  their  Perfons,  though  generally  fpeaking 
not  very  tall,  are  notwithstanding  a  Rout,  adtive,  well  made  Race  of  Men  > 
and  the  Modefty,  Temperance,  and  Induftry  of  the  Women,  fufficiently 
compenfate  the  Want  of  that  Elegance  and  Delicacy  to  which  we  are  ac- 
cuftomedL  It  is  on  all  hands  allowed  that  they  have  pregnant  Parts, 
fharp  Wits,  and  folid  Underflandings ;  they  have  been  highly  commended 
alfo  for  their  Vivacity  in  poetic  and  mufical  Compolitions,  which  we  may 
fay,  without  meaning  any  Reflection,  may  in  a  great  meafure  arife  from  the 
Want  of  fuitable  Occafions  for  appling  their  Talents  to  more  ufeful  Sub¬ 
jects  K .  They  dwell  for  the  molt  part  in  fcattered  Villages,  as  Conveni- 
ency  and  the  Situation  invites  ;  there  are  however  two  Places,  which,  when¬ 
ever  Commerce  finds  an  Entrance  into  SKY,  will  probably  become 
Towns m.  The  firft  is  Portry,  on  the  Eafl:  Side  of  Sky,  where  the  Loch  of 
the  fame  Name  affording  a  very  commodious  Harbour,  and  the  Place  ly¬ 
ing  in  the  Centre  of  the  Country,  renders  it  fo  convenient,  that  two  Fairs 
are  held  there,  one  about  the  Beginning  of  June,  the  fecond  about  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  September,  in  which  are  fold  Horfes,  Cows,  Sheep,  Goats, 
Hides,  Wool,  Cheefe,  Butter,  Fifh,  and  the  other  Commodities  of  the 
Country11.  The  Purchafers,  at  their  Return  from  thefe  Fairs,  fwim  the 
Horfes  and  Cows  acrofs  the  Ferry  to  the  main  Land.  The  other  is  at 
Dunwegan,  on  the  Weft  Side,  where  Mac  Leod  has  his  Refidence,  in. 

h  This  fhews  with  what  Facility  Salt,  in  cafe  they  had  any  Call  for  it,  might  be  made,  and  at 
how  fmall  an  Expence. 

J  This  Coral,  which  is  an  Objefl  in  fo  many  other  Parts  of  the  World,  is  here  confidered  only 
as  a  Medicine,  and  is  ufed  in  Powder  with  the  Yolk  of  an  Egg  for  a  Diarrhea. 

k  The  drefling  the  Flax,  the  fpinning,  and,  at  leaft  till  very  lately,  the  very  weaving  it  into 
Cloth,  was  all  left  to  the  Women.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Men  are  employed  in  manuring  and. 
tilling  the  Land,  hunting  and  fifhing,  in  the  Spring  and  Summer  ;  they  burn  alfo  Sea-wrack  into 
ICeip,  and  convert  their  Fern  into  Allies. 

1  Martin’s  Account  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.199,  200. 

m  There  are  many  other  Places  on  the  Sea  Coafl,  where  Towns  may  be  conveniently  built, 
and  no  doubt  will  be  built,  whenever,  as  we  hinted  in  the  Text,  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Trade, 
for  all  which  it  appears  here  are  abundant  Materials,  come  once  to  make  their  Progrefs  into  this 
very  extenfive,  fertile,  and  well  fituated  Ifiand. 

n  This  feems  to  be  the  principal  Outlet,  which,  in  their  prefeiit  Situation,  thefe  People  have 
for  the  Produce  of  their  Country ;  and  however  inconfiderable  this  may  be,  it  fhews  they  derive  fome. 
Benefit  from  living  in  an  Ifiand,  as  they  are  enabled  to  afford  Affiftance  to,  inflead  of  feeking  it 
from  their  Neighbours. 

a  CafLl'e, 
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a  Caflle,  and  where  the  Bay  or  Loch  called  Faillort  affords  a  tolerable 
Harbour0.  In  refpedl  to  Hufbandry,  they  are  not  unacquainted  with  it, 
or  the  Improvements-  that  might  be  made  in  it,  for  they  inclofe  their  arable 
Lands  with  Dykes  of  Earth,  and  alfo  fome  of  their  Failures,  and  raife  fuf- 
ficient  Quantities  of  Corn  to  fupply  the  Markets  that  are  open  to  them  p. 
They  make  Woollen  and  Linnen  Cloth  for  their  own  Ufe,  and  a  little  for 
Sale  ;  the  latter,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  till  very  lately,  was  woven  by 
their  Women,  the  Occupation  of  a  Weaver  being  thought  a  Difgrace  to  a 
Man.  They  cure  fome  Fifh  for  Sale,  but  not  a  great  deal.  Kelp  is  aeon- 
liderable  Commodity,  felling  from  three  Pounds  ten,  to  five  Pounds  a  Tun  j 
and  they  likewife  burn  and  vend  no  fmall  Quantity  of  Fern  Athesq.  They 
tranfport  moft  of  their  Commodities  in  their  own  little  Boats,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  would  extend  their  Commerce  ftill  farther,  if  their  Circumftances 
would  allow  them  to  build  larger  Veflels  r* 

j 

There  are- many  Monuments  of  the  later  as  well  as  earlier  Poffeffors  of 
this  Ifland  ftill  extant  therein  ;  fuch  as  Altars,  Stones  of  immenfe  Height,, 
and  circular  Temples,  ereded  in  the  Time  of  the  Druids  s.  Small  H'oufes 
under  Ground  b,  and  a  Kind  of  Cells  in  remote  Places,  which  were  the 
Retreats  of  Hermits  in  the  fucceeding  Ages  u.  A  great  Number  of  Watch 
Towers,  Heaps  of  Stones,  defigned  for  Graves,  and  other  Teftimonies, 
which  fufficiently  manifeft  that  here  the  Danes  were  once  Mailers  w.  There 

o  This  Bay  is  about  fix  Miles  in  Length,  and  about  three  in  Breadth  at  the  Mouth  of  it,  in 
which  lies  the  Ifland  of  Ifa,  and  in  its  Progrefs  into  the  Land  feven  other  fmaller  Iflands. 

P  It  is  no  light  Excufe  for  the  Want  of  Induftry,  or  rather  it  affords  a  probable  Account  .for 
the  feeming  Want  of  Induftry,  in  the  Inhabitants  of  Sky,  that  they  are  thus  limited  ;  for  knowing,, 
as  from  Experience  they  muft  do,  the  Meafure  of  the  Demand,  it  would  be  againft  their  Intereft 
greatly  to  exceed  it,  as  their  Produce  would  then  either  remain  on  their  Hands,,  or  be  fold  at 
reduced  Price. 

s  Fern  Afhes  are  a  principal:  Ingredient  in  making  Soap ;  and  as  for  common  Soap  Lime  and. 
Tallow  are  the  other  Ingredients,  one  would  think  the  Manufacture  might  be  carried  on  at  a  very 
cheap  Rate,  and  to  great  Extent  here.  They,  would  certainly  produce  a  much  larger  Profit  than 
can  arife  from  the  Sale  of  the  raw  Material. 

r  This  has  been  formerly  the  Cafe  of  many,  which  are  now  as  fiourifhing  Places  of  Trade  as 
any  in  this  Ifland  of  Britain. 

s  The  Reader  will  remark  how  ftrong  a  Proof  this  is  of  what  has  been  a  flirted  in  the  Hiftory,. 
as  to  the  early  peopling  of  thefe  Iflands. 

*  It  may  be  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  fubterraneous  Dwellings  were  the  Ferbologes,  or  Fir-Bolgs,. 
fo  famous  in  the  old  Iriih  Chronicles,  who  from  thefe  Habitations  were  ftiled  Terrigen®,  and  An- 
tricol®,  from  their  living  in  Caves,  both  which  they  feem  to  have  praflifed  in  this  Illand.  What 
may  feem  to  ftrengthen  this  Conjecture  is,  that  in  Hirta  or  St.  Kilda,  there  is  an  old  Fort  called  by 
the  Natives  Dun  Ferbolg. 

u  Thefe  in  the  Language  of  the  Country- are  called  Tey  nin-Druinich,  i,  e.  the  Iioufe  of  the 
Druid.  But  then  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  Druinich  flgnifies  with  them*  not  only  a  Druid,  but 
alfo  any  Perfon  who  led  a  folitary  contemplative  Life.  St.  Columba  firft  inftituted  a  monaftic  or 
collegiate  Fellowfhip  amongft  the  Cuidees,  who  before  lived  feparately  each  in  his  own  Cell. 

w  Each  of  thefe  has  its  particular  Name,  fuch  as  Dun  Skunbrog,  Dun  Derig,  Dun  Akin,  pro. 
bablv  from  their  Founders 

art: 
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are  alfo  many  natural  Curiofities,  and  amongft  thefe,  there  are  Caves  of  a 
prodigious  Extent.  This  Ifle  is  in  the  Shire  of  Invernefs ;  it  has  three 
principal  Proprietors,  Sir  James  Mac  Donald,  Mr.  Mac  Leod,  and  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Family  of  Mac  Kinnon  *.  It  is  divided  into  feven 
Parifhes,  in  each  of  which  there  is  a  School,  and  three  Charity  Schools  be¬ 
sides,  to  which  the  People  very  willingly  fend  their  Children,  as  even  the 
meaneft  amongft  them  earneftly  defire  they  fhould  be  taught  to  write  and 
read,  knowing  how  neceflary  this  is  to  their  providing  for  themfelves  in 
any  other  Part  of  the  World  7.  The  Inhabitants  are  in  general  Proteftants, 
the  common  Sort  fpeak  only  Galic  or  Erfe,  Perfons  in  better  Circumftances 
tmderftand  and  fpeak  Englilli.  It  is  computed  that  there  are  in  Sky  fifteen 
or  fixteen  thoufand  Souls  z,  which  though  finall  in  Comparifon  of  the  Ex¬ 
tent  of  Country,  is  however  large  enough  to  attract  the  Notice,  and  mgy 
in  Time  be  thought  to  deferve  the  Attention,  of  Government. 

There  are  many  lefier  Iflands,  and  Abundance  of  Mets  or  Holms,  that 
are  dependant  upon  Sky.  To  the  North  Eaft  and  to  the  North  Weft:  of 
Trotternefle,  there  are  feven,  eight,  or  more,  finall  Mands,  none  of  them 
in  any  refpedt  very  confiderable,  which  however  were  fully  inhabited  in 
former  Times,  as  appears  from  the  Ruins  of  Chapels,  that  in  thofe  Times, 
for  the  Ufe  of  fuch  as  dwelt  in  thefe  now  defert  Iiles,  were  built  in  them  \ 
In  the  great  Lochs  on  the  Weft  Side  of  Sky  there  are  alfo  feveral  Mands, 
particularly  Ifa  in  Loch  Faillorch  before-mentioned,  which  is  two  Miles 
in  Extent,  and  very  fertile  both  in  Grain  and  Grafs  R  To  the  South  there 
lie  five  Mands,  Canna  or  Cannay,  Rum,  Egg,  Muck,  and  Aich.  The 
firft  of  thefe,  though  not  the  largeft,  is  by  much  the  moft  valuable.  It 
is  a  round  flat  Ifiand,  about  three  Miles  long,  and  more  than  a  Mile  broad, 
•exceedingly  well  watered,  the  Soil  remarkably  rich  and  fertile,  producing 
Corn  and  Grafs  every-where  in  great  Abundance  <\  It  is  the  Property  of 
Mr.  Mac  Donald  of  Clanronald,  divided  into  three  Farms,  and  has  upon 

*  . 

x  Martins  Defcription  of  the  We'ftern  Iflands,  p.  212.  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifle  of  Sky. 

y  It  would  be  a  Point  of  found  Policy  to  ereft  one  or  more  fuch  Schools  in  every  Difirift  in  the 
Ifland,  more  efpecially  if  put  upon  the  fame  Foundation  with  the  Charter  Schools  in  Ireland,  where 
befldes  learning  Englifh,  the  Children  are  employed  in  trenching  marlhy  Grounds,  planting  and 
hoeing  Potatoes,  going  to  Plough  and  Cart,  by  which,  as  foon  as  they  grow  up,  they  become 
the  befl:  Servants,  and  in  Time  the  beft  Farmers  in  the  Country. 

z  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifland  of  Sky,  written  in  the  Summer  1761. 

a  Thelfland  Altvig,  though  but  two  Miles  in  Circumference,  had  a  Chapel  dedicated  to  St.  T uros ; 
the  Ifle  of  Troda,  of  the  fame  Size,  had  one  dedicated  to  St.  Columba  ;  and  the  fame  Saint  had  a 
Chapel  in  the  little  Ifle  of  Fladda  Clruan  ;  not  a  Rock  but  what  had  fome  People  upon  it.  A!1 
thefe  Ifles  have  immenfe  Quantities  of  Fifh  on  their  Coafls ;  Whales  for  this  Reafon  frequent 
them  alfo. 

b  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  137,  138. 

c  This  Ifle  lies  five  Leagues  South  Well:  from  Sky,  and  ten  Eafl  from  Barra,  according  to  an 
accurate  Account  fent  me  by  Mr.  Malcom  Mac  CalkilL 

It 
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it  three  hundred  Souls.  At  the  EaA  End  of  the  Ifland  there  is  a  fafe  ca¬ 
pacious  Harbour,  that  will  hold  one  hundred  and  fifty  Sail  of  Ships,  and 
near  it  are  two  Banks  abounding  with  large  Cod;  yet  notwithftanding  all 
thefe  Advantages,  the  Inhabitants  have  not  either  Trade  or  Manufactures, 
and  being  able  to  pay  their  Rent  with  their  Black  Cattle,  give  themfelves 
very  little  Trouble  about  Fifhingd.  Rum  is  a  larger  Ifland,  of  a  circular 
Form,  and  near  twelve  Miles  in  Diameter,  rugged  and  mountainous,  the 
Soil  wet  and  marihy,  producing  only  Grafs,  and  the  Black  Cattle,  Sheep, 
and  Goats,  are  of  an  inferior  Kind  e.  It  is  the  Property  of  Mr.  Mac  Lean 
of  Coll,  and  has  upon  it  between  two  and  three  hundred  People,  who* 
with  more  Wants,  have  as  little  InduAry  as  their  Neighbours.  Egg  and. 
Muck  are  not  either  of  them  quite  fo  big  as  Canna,  but  in  point  of  Soil 
are  equally  fertile,  and  their  Climate  very  healthy  and  pleafant.-  As  to 
Aich  it  is  the  fmallefl,  and  the  lead  confiderable  of  them  allL.  Thefe 
Iflands  look  always  frefh  and  verdant,  but  except  in  Rum,  there  is  not 
upon  them  all  fo  much  as  a  Bulb,  and  the  Inhabitants  are  perfuaded  that 
no  Trees  will  grow  in  them;  but  this  is  probably  a  Miftake,  for  in  Soa 
Vretil,  an  Ifland  of  much  the  fame  Size,,  and  lying  between  them  and  Sky,, 
one  half  of  it  is  a  Wood  S._  On  the  Eafl:  Side  of  Sky  there  are  like  wife 
five  Iflands,  Pabay,  Scalpa,  Raafa,  Rona,  and  Fladda..  Pabay  is  a  pretty 
fmall,  flat,  round,  Ifland,  about  a  Mile  in  Diameter,  now  ufed  only  for  Pas¬ 
ture,  and  a  Cowherd  and  his  Family  are  its  only  Inhabitants ;  but  it  is  fo- 
rich  and  fine  a  Soil,  that  with  tolerable  Management  it  might  be  made 
wholly  arable  L.  Scalpa  is  three  Miles  long  and  one  broad,  rifing  gradu¬ 
ally  on  all  Sides  from  the  Shore,  but  not  to  a  great  Height.  There  are  a 
few  Farms  on  the  Sea  Side,  the  red  is  Paflurage,.  in  which  feed  a  good. 
Number  of  Black  Cattle..  Raafa  is  nine  Miles  in  Length,  and  three  in 
Breadth,  it  is  the  Property  of  Mr.  Mac  Leod  of  Raafa,  who  has  a  very 
handfome  Seat  upon  it,  and  there  are  in  it  fome  arable  Farms  and  excel¬ 
lent  Paflureh  Rona,  the  mod  Northern  of  all  thefe  five  Ifles  (except 

d  In  the  Account  above  mentioned,  it  is  laid  there  is  Plenty  of  Iron-Stone  amongH:  the  Rocks, 
■which  Martin,  affirms  ftrongly  affefted  the  Needle  of  a  Compafs  he  fet  down  near  them.  It  has 
been  thought  that  confidering  the  Size,  Situation,  and  the  lingular  Conveniency  of  its  Port,  this 
Ifle  may  be  as  commodious  as  any  for  efiabliihing  Magazines  for  a  Fifhery.  Something  of  this 
Sort,  it  is  raid,  was  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  attempted,  or  at  leaf!  intended. 

e-  It  is  worth  obferving,  that  in  this  rough,  mountainous,  uncultivated  Ifle,  there  falls  much 
more  Rain  than  in  Cannay. 

f  Egg  belongs  to  feveral  Gentlemen  of  the  Name  of  Mac  Donald,  and  Muck  to  Mr.  Mae  Lean 
of  Muck,  to  which  Aich  feems  annexed. 

s  Martin,  p.  161.  tells  us,  it  is  about  five  Miles  in  Circumference,  and  that  red  Currants- drop- ■ 
ped  by  Birds  grow  and  profper  there. 

h  If  we  may  depend  on  Martin,  the  Cows  in  this  Ifle  give  twice  as  much  Milk,  and  the  Hay 
Harveft  is  a  full  Month  forwarder  than  in  the  North  of  Sky. 

i  This  Ifland  is  but  a  League  diilant  from  Sky,  and  about  three  from  the  Continent.  Not  a 
twentieth  Part  of  it  is  cultivated. 

r  Fladda,. 
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I'ladda,  which  is  but  a  Mile  in  Circumference)  is  about  three  Miles  long, 
and  fcarce  one  in  Breadth,  is  the  Property  of  the  fame  Gentleman,  has 
very  little  arable  Land,  and  being  rocky  is  thought  not  very  improveable. 
In  thefe  Elands,  taken  together,  it  is  thought  there  may  be  about  fix  hun¬ 
dred  Inhabitants  L 

The  LEWES  or  LONG  ISLAND. 

TN  the  Opinion  of  Camden,  the  Eland  of  Lewes,  or  Lewis,  was  the 
Wedern  Lliebuda  of  Ptolemy  a.  Baxter  has  a  Notion,  from  the  Word 
Elaviani  in  the  Anonymous  Geographer,  by  which  he  thinks  he  meant 
this  Eland,  that  in  the  Britidi  Language  it  was  called  Clauinnis,  or  ra¬ 
ther  Clau  Innis,  i.  e.  Infula  Brachialis,  or  the  Eland  with  Arms,  becaufe 
fome  Parts  of  it  being  interfered  by  the  Sea  on  both  Sides,  looked  like  fo 
many  Arms  ilretched  out  L  He  agrees  however  with  Camden,  that  this 
ought  to  be  conddered  as  the  Hrebuda  of  Ptolemy,  and  fuppofes  that  not 
Harris  only,  but  Uid  alfo  was  connected  therewith  c.  In  the  Chronicle 
of  Man  it  is  called  Lodhus c1,  by  which  Name  it  was  likewife  known  to 
the  Northern  Nations  e. 

Lewis  and  Harries,  or  Harris,  are  dill  in  Fact  but  one  Eland,  joined 
together  by  a  narrow  Ifthmus ;  and  in  Truth  the  whole  Range  of  Elands., 
which  in  their  prefen t  State  are  almofl  innumerable,  are  generally  compre¬ 
hended  both  by  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Neighbours  under  the  Name  of 
the  Long  IJland f.  Whoever  attentively  confiders  them,  will  not  judge  it 
at  all  impofdble  that  in  early  Times  they  might  make  but  one  Eland  g, 
and  that  they  have  fince,  by  Earthquakes,  Storms,  and  Tempeds, 
been  broken  and  feparated  in  the  Manner  in  which  we  fee  them  at  pre- 
fent h.  Lewis  and  Harris,  taken  as  one  Illand,  have  the  Ocean  on  the 
North,  the  Country  of  Affynt,  which  is  Part  of  the  Continent  of  North 
Britain,  on  the  Ead,  at  the  Didance  of  about  fifty  Miles;  the  Eland  of 


k  It  is  apprehended  that  the  People  here  and  in  the  South  Ides,  Cannay,  &c.  are  included  in 
the  Number  of  Inhabitants  faid  to  be  in  Sky. 
a  Britan,  p.  848. 
b  GlofTar.  Antiq.  Britan,  p.  81. 

c  It  is  for  this  Reafon,  that  except  Uift,  which  he  writes  Euft,  he  mentions  none  of  the  other 

Iflands. 

J  Chron  Mannias  ap.  Camdeni  Britan,  p.  843. 
e  Rerum  Orcadendum  Hidor.  lib.  i.  cap.  xvii. 
f  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Idands,  p  1. 

g  This  feems  to  derive  fome  Probability,  from  Ptolemy’s  oppofing  this,  as  the  Weftern  Ebuda, 
to  Sky,  which  he  ftiles  the  Eaftern  Ebuda. 

h  The  Appearance  of  the  fmall  Idands  and  thofe  lying  in  the  Sounds  likewife  favour  this 
Opinion. 

North 
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North  Ui ft,  on  the  South ;  and  the  wide  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  Weft*. 
There  are  few  Countries  in  the  World,  as  Sir  William  Monfon  long  ago 
obferved,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  are  better  fituated  for  a  wide  and  lucra¬ 
tive  Commerce  h ;  as  they  have  a  free  and  open  Navigation  to  the  North,  and 
indeed  to  all  Parts  of  Europe,  lying  at  the  fame  time  no  lefs  open  to  North 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  having  (at  leaft  in  their  Power)  many 
Commodities  fit  for  thefe  Markets. 

The  Climate  is  in  many  Refpedts  none  of  the  beft,  though  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  efteemed  to  be  very  healthy.  The  Springs  are  backward  and  bleak. 
The  Summer  fufficiently  warm.  The  Autumn  rainy,  efpecially  in  the 
Month  of  O&ober.  The  Winter  fharp  and  windy,  but  the  Froft  not  very 
long  or  fevere,  neither  have  they  much  Snow  K  The  Climate  of  Harris  is 
faid  to  be  milder,  and  this  no  doubt  is  likewife  true  of  all  the  Illands 
ftretching  farther  to  the  South 

The  Face  of  the  Country  is  not  very  promifing,  the  interior  Parts 
mountainous  and  boggy,  interfered  by  Arms  of  the  Sea  on  all  Sides. 
Lewis,  properly  fo  called,  is  reckoned  thirty-fix  Scots  Miles  in  Length  from 
North  to  South,  and  Harris  twenty-four  fuch. Miles;  but  taken  together, 
they  will  be  found  one  hundred  and  twenty  Englifh  Miles  long,  and  at  a 
Medium  about  ten  Miles  broad  n.  The  Long  Ifland,  that  is,  the  whole 
Range  of  Iflands,  which  fliall  be  hereafter  defcribed,  is  full  two  hundred 
fuch  Miles  in  Length,  including  about  fixteen  Miles  of  Sea  for  the  feveral 
Sounds  by  which  thefe  Iflands  are  feparated;  if  we  confider  it  in  this  Light 
it  is  larger  than  the  County  of  Cornwall,  fuperior  in  Size  to  any  of  the 
Swifs  Cantons,  Bern  only  excepted,  equal  to  the  Dutchy  of  Parma,  little 
if  at  all  lefs  than  the  Ifle  of  Teneriffe0;  and  not  much  inferior  to  the 
Iflands  of  Guadaloupe  and  Grande  Terre  p. 

* 

The  interior  Part  of  Lewis,  and  the  very  Middle  alio  of  Harris,  is  a 
deep,  black,  moffy  or  moorifh  Soil,  commonly,  though  perhaps  without 
Reafon,  held  to  be  irreclaimable  q.  On  the  Weft  Side  all  along  the  Sea, 

and 


*  Theatrum  Scotlas,  p  13 1. 
k  Naval  Trails,  p.  525. 

1  Mr.  Mac  Pherfon’s  Account,  which  agrees  with  the  old  Surveys. 
m  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Illands,  p.  31. 

n  All  the  MSS.  of  Fordun,  which  have  theMeafures  interlined,  correfpond  with  thefe  Accounts. 
0  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the  Globe,  PI.  i.  iv.  ix.  x.  xxix. 

p  This  is  aflerted,  allowing  thefe  Iflands,  both  of  which  pafs  commonly  under  the  Name  of  Gua¬ 
daloupe,  to  contain  eleven  hundred  fquare  Miles. 

C1  It  has  been  frequently  remarked  in  Ireland,  that  in  cutting  deep  Ditches  through  Bogs  in  or¬ 
der  to  drain  them,  a  Aifif  Clay  has  been  difcovered  at  the  Bottom,  which  has  proved  an'  excel-* 
Vol.  I.  4  K  knt 
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and  for  one,  two,  or  three  Miles  within  Land,  the  Country  is  flat,  and 
the  Soil  fandy.  There  is  alio  fome  Part  of  the  Eaft  Coafl:  flat  and  of  the 
fame  Nature1-.  This  when  manured  with  Sea  Wreck,  and  the  Black  Soil, 
and  well  cultivated,  is  very  fertile,  producing  large  Crops  of  good  Barley 
and  Ryes,  as  alfo  fmall  Oats,  Peas,  Beans,  Potatoes,  and  all  Kinds  of 
Garden  Stuff,  in  the  utmoft  Plenty,  and  very  good  in  their  refpedive  Kinds. 
Hemp  and  Flax  thrive  very  well,  and  might  be  brought  to  great  Perfection, 
and  produced  in  very  large  Quantities,  with  due  Care,  and  which  would 
excite  that,  if  there  was  due  Encouragement L  There  are  in  many  Places 
great  Beds  of  red  Clay,  of  which  the  People  make  many  Sorts  of  Earthen 
Ware,  and  fome  Veflels  fo  large  as  to  hold  their  Ale,  and  which,  in  point 
of  keeping  it,  are  thought  preferable  to  Calks  w.  They  have  great  Abun¬ 
dance  of  Peat  or  Turf  for  Fuel,  which  fupplies  their  Want  of  Wood*,  there 
being  now  only  a  few  Birch  and  Hazel  Trees;  though  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  great  Quantities  of  Timber  grew  formerly  here;  and  in 
Harris,  there  is  a  large  TraCt  of  Country,  ftill  called,  from  what  it  anci¬ 
ently  was,  the  Forejiv.  By  comparing  the  ancient  with  the  modern  Ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  Iflands,  it  is  plain  that  thofe  dark  black  Moralfes  before- 
mentioned,  have  been  occafioned  by  the  rotting  of  immenfe  Woods,  and 
that  the  natural  Soil  lies  at  a  great  Depth  z.  They  have  fome  Quarries  of 
Stone,  and  even  of  Marble  a.  Gold  Dull;  is  faid  to  have  been  founds  and 
there  is  much  yellow  Talcc.  Amber,  and  Ambergrife,  have  been  fre- 

lent  Manure  for  the  Morafs,  from  which  it  was  taken.  Something  analagous  to  this  will  be 
probably  found  to  facilitate  the  reclaiming  moft  molly  Grounds,  and  thefe  very  mofly  Lands  prove 
on  the  other  Hand,  an  admirable  Manure  for  fandy  Grounds. 

r  Martin,  and  all  the  Defcriptions  of  thefe  Iflands,  agree  in  thefe  Particulars. 

*  Martin  afferts,  that  from  one  Root  there  fprings  often  from  feven  to  fourteen  Ears  of  Barley,, 
and  that  by  digging  and  manuring  with  Algamarina  or  Sea  Ware,  they  have  frequently  Crops 
of  thirty-fold.  This  has  been  confirmed  by  Accounts  from  different  Parts  of  the  Long  Ifland, 
in  A,  D.  1760,  by  Perfons  who  examined  ftri&ly  into  this  Matter,  as  having  themfelves  doubted 
the  Fa£t. 

'  Mr.  Mac  Pherfon’s  Account  of  the  Long  Ifland.  Dr.  Walker  alfo  informs  me  had  feen  in  this 
Ifland  on  the  15th  of  Augufl  1765,  Hemp  full  four  Feet  high,  and  in  all  Refpefls  as  good  as 
any  in  the  South  of  Scotland :  It  is  therefore  out  of  all  Doubt  that  immenfe  Quantities  of  this 
valuable  Commodity  might  be  raifed  in  this  and  indeed  in  moft  of  the  Iflands. 

w  In  Perfia,  as  Sir  John  Chardin  informs  us,  they  keep  their  Wine  in  Earthen  Veflels  for  many 
Years. 

x  This  was  obferved  long  ago  by  Sir  W.  Monfon,  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  525. 

7  Martin  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Weilern  Iflands,  p,  35.  fays  the  Foreft  in  Harris  extends- 
eighteen  Miles  from  Eaft  to  Weft. 

a  Thefe  Moraffes  are  compofed  entirely  of  corrupted  Vegetables,  as  appears  from  their  prodiice- 
ing  Peat,  and  from  the  Ufe  of  the  Riftle  or  Sickle  Plough. 

3  MS.  Account  of  the  Long  Ifland. 

b  I-n  the  Neighbourhood  of  Copveaul  in  Harris,  and  at  Griminis  on  the  Weft  Coaft  of  North 
Uift. 

c  In  the  fmall  Ifland  of  Taranfay,  which  is  alfo  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Grafs. 
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quently  thrown  upon  the  Coafts  d.  Coral  and  Coralline  grow  in  Loch 
Seaforthe,  and  perhaps  in  other  Places. 

In  refpeft  to  Water,  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  are  not  lefs  happy  than 
thofe  in  the  other  Iflands,  for  befldes  a  Variety  of  excellent  Springs  every¬ 
where,  and  fome  of  them  of  a  very  particular  Nature f,  they  have  feveral 
Rivers,  and  Abundance  of  Rivulets,  in  which  are  Salmon,  Trouts,  and 
other  excellent  Fifhs.  There  are  alfo  many  frefh  Water  Lakes,  particu¬ 
larly  that  of  Langavat  in  Lewis,  which  is  twelve  Miles  long,  and  fix 
broad,  and  a  fmaller  Lake  of  the  fame  Name  in  Harris  h,  all  of  them 
plentifully  flocked  with  Fifh  of  different  Kinds.  There  are  feveral  Inlets 
of  the  Sea,  or  Salt  Lochs,  on  the  EaA  and  Weft  Sides  of  thefe  Iflands, 
fuch  as  Broad  Loch,  Loch  Stronowa,  Loch  Grimfhader,  and  many  others  v 
which  with  refpe<ft  to  their  Extent,  Depth  of  Water,  and  other  Conveni¬ 
ences,  as  alfo  with  refpetft  to  the  Tides,  have  been  carefully  furveyed  and 
accurately  deferibed  k,  and  therefore  need  not  be  infilled  upon  here. 

No  Country  in  the  World  can  boaft  of  a  greater  Variety  of  the  fea¬ 
thered  Inhabitants  of  Air  and  Water  than  thefe  Ifles.  In  the  Mountains 
they  have  Eagles  and  Hawks  of  many  different  Kinds,  with  a  prodigious 
Choice  of  Wild  Fowl,  many  of  thofe  Sorts  that  are  efteemed  the  greateft 
Delicacies  in  other  Parts  of  the  World  >.  Their  Lakes  are  covered  with  an 
incredible  Diverfity  of  Water  Fowl,  and  amongft  thefe  may  be  reckoned 
the  famous  Anas  Farenfis,  Canard  a  Duvet,  Eider  Goofem,  or  as  it  is  cal¬ 
led  here,  the  Colck  n,  the  Down  of  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fineft  in 

J  A  Weaver  on  the  little  Ifle  of  Bernera  burned  a  Lump  of  Ambergrife  in  his  Lamp,  till 
by  its  giving  him  a  Pain  in  his  Head  it  was  difeovered. 

c  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  6. 

f  At  Loch-Carlvay  there  is  a  Well,  the  Water  of  which  will  not  bleach  Linen  :  At  St.  Cow- 
ften’s  a  Well,  the  Water  of  which,  kept  ever  fo  long  on  the  Fire,  will  not  boil  Meat ;  thefe  Pro¬ 
perties  (if  true)  mu  ft  arife  from  the  Waters  being  impregnated  with  fome  Angular  Subftance,  which 
may  render  them  peculiarly  fit  for  other  Purpofes. 

g  Mr.  Mac  Pherfon’s  Account  of  thefe  Iflands. 

h  See  Pont’s  Map  of  Lewis  and  Harris  in  the  Theatrum  Scotiae,  p.  13 1. 

1  All  of  them  abounding  in  Fifh  and  Fowl,  and  habitable  Iflands  in  raoft  of  them. 

*  Mackenzie’s  Survey,  p.  14.  See  the  Title  at  large,  p.  425. 

1  Such  as  Pheafants,  Termagants,  or  White  Partridges,  Moor  Fowl,  Corn-Creaker,  or  Land 
Rail. 

m  Barth.  Aft.  1 .  p.  90.  Worm.  Muf.  310.  Willoughb.  Ornith.  277.  Faun.  Suec.  94. 

n  Buchan.  Rer.  Scoric.  Hift.  lib.  i.  gives  a  very  particular  Account  of  this  Fowl,  which  he 
calls  in  Latin  Colca.  He  fays  they  come  annually  to  the  little  rocky  Ifland  of  Suilfker  near  Lewis, 
to  lay  their  Eggs;  that  when  they  have  hatched  all,  their  Plumage  falls,  and  going  naked  into 
the  Sea,  are  not  feen  again  till  next  Spring.  He  adds,  that  they  have  no  Quills  or  Feathers,  but 
are  entirely  covered  with  Down. 
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the'  World0.  They  have  Sheep,  Goats,  and  Hogs,  in  great  Number, 
Black  Cattle,  Horfes,  and  Deer,  finall  indeed  in  Size,  but  excellent  in 
their  refpe&ive  Kinds.  No  wild  Beads,  and  very  few  Vermin,  except 
the  Mettrick,  faid  to  afford  a  valuable  Furp.  On  the  Coafls  there  are 
Cod,  Ling,  Haddock,  Whiting,  Skate,  Turbot,  Mackerel,  and  many 
other  Kinds  of  Fifh  in  prodigious  Plenty  q.  Herring,  in  lome  or  other  of 
their  Lochs,,  through  all  Seafons  of  the  Yearr ;  Seals  and  Otters  in  greater 
Numbers  than  in  the  other  Ides,  as  alfo  Porpoifes,  and  Whales  of  almoff 
every  Size  and  Denomination,  with  all  the  feveral  Kinds  of  Shell  Fifh,  in 
a  Degree  of  Excels,  fo  as  to  cover  the  Beaches  when  the  Sea  ebbs,  where 
by  corrupting  in  the  warm  Weather  they  fometimes  infedt  the  Airs. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Long  Idand  are,  taking  them  in  general,  a 
dout,  adtive,  well-proportioned  People,  their  Hair  modly  of  a  light- 
brown,  and  there  are  very  few  among  them  who  have  black.  They  are 
naturally  ingenious,  have  a  great  turn  to  Mechanics,  are  commonly  pa¬ 
tient,  laborious,  and  capable  of  turning  readily  to  different  Occupations  t. 
They  are  very  indudrious  Hudbandmen  in  their  own  Wayu.  They  pre¬ 
fer  digging  to  ploughing,  as  producing  a  greater  Increafe.  They  make: 
condant  Ufe  of  what  they  call  a  Rijlle,  which  is  a  kind  of  a  Sickle  Plough,, 
drawn  by  one  Horfe,  and  which  cuts  not  a  Furrow  but  a  deep  Line,  di¬ 
viding  all  the  dringy  Roots  of  Bent  or  other  Plants,  and  rotten  Vegetables,, 
that  compofe  their  Moors.  This  they  do  to  facilitate  the  Entrance  of  the 
Spade,  as  well  as  the  larger  common  Plough,  that  they  may  go  the  deeper,, 
bring  up  more  Earth,  and  expofe  a  greater  Surface  to  the  Sun.  They  af¬ 
terwards  plough  with  an  Indrument  which  is  alfo  peculiar  to  themfelves,. 
and  after  lowing,  draw  a  Harrow  over  the  Field  with  two  Rows  of  crooked 

°  Linnai  Syflema  Naturae,  tom.  i.  p.  124.  Deplumatur  inNido:  Plumis  molliffimis,  pne-. 
ftantiffimis,  pretiofiffimis.  If  the  Reader  would  be  informed  of  what  Care  is  taken  of  them,  how 
valuable  they  are  efkemed,  and  what  Profits  arife  from  them,  he  may  confult  Pontopidan’s  Hifiory 
of  Norway,  P.  n.  p.  70,  71,  72.  Horrebow’s  Hifiory  of  Iceland,  p.  65,  66,  67.  Debes.,  De*- 
fcription  of  the  Iflands  and  Inhabitants  of  Feroe,  p.  137,.  138. 

p  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Hands,  pi  36, 

q  Sir  William  Monfon,  Martin-,  Mac  Pherfon,  and  all  who  have  vifited  thefe  Hands. 

r  In  1753,  there  were  in  the  Months  of  September  and  October,  in  Loch  Roig  in  Lewis,, 
fixty- three  Veffel9  from  different  Ports  in  South  and  North  Britain,  employed  in  the  Herring  Fifh*. 
ery,  having  four  hundred  and  five  Seamen,  befides  one  hundred  and  ten  Country  Boats,  and  be* 
tween  four  and  five  hundred  Fifhermen. 

5  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Hands,  p.  6. 

c  All  the  ancient  and  modern  Accounts  of  the  Long  Hand'. 

u  It  feems  probable  from  the  whole  Stile  of  Hufbandry  which  prevails  among  thefe  People,  thatr 
their  Hands  were  once  extremely  populous,  and  Land  very,  fcarce.  If  it  had  not  been  fo,  they, 
would  not  have  had  recourfe  to  the  laborious  Method  of  digging,  cutting,  ploughing,  and  har-. 
rowing,  in  order  to  render  the  Crop  the  larger.  This  Mode  of  Cultivation,  out  of  refpeft  to  their 
An.ceftors,  they  ftill  purfue,  though  now  the  Caufe  no  longer  fubfifis. 

Teethe 
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Teeth,  and  Heather  fixed  in  the  third  Row,  to  fmooth  the  Surface  after 
breaking  the  Clods  with  the  former.  All  this  requires  a  great  deal  of  Time 
and  Labour,  for  which  they  are  derided  by  fome  of  their  Neighbours;  but 
they  have  hitherto  perfifted  in  their  old  Methods,  and  if  it  be  true  that 
their  Crops  are  very  abundant,  we  need  not  to  wonder  at  itw.. 

They  make  Woollen  Cloth  and  Linen  for  themfelves,  and  while  they 
had  a  Market  for  it,  the  Women  fpun  a  great  deal  of  Yarn  and  Thread 
Earthen  Ware,  as  we  faid  before,  is  another  of  their  Manufactures.  They 
are  alfo  very  expert  Filhermen,  and  prove,  whenever  they  are  employed,, 
very  hardy,  enterprising,  and  able  Seamen.  They  are  very  courteous  and 
affable  in  their  Manners,  extremely  hofpitable  to  Strangers,  inquifitive, 
and  eafily  prevailed  upon  to  enter  into  any  Undertaking,  by  which  a  Live¬ 
lihood  may  be  obtained  7.  They  are  a  very  lively  chearful  People,  prone 
to  all  manly  Exercifes,  fuch  as  Hunting,  Shooting,  Swimming,  Running, 
and  Leaping.  Their  favourite  Diverlions  are  Mufic  and  Dancing,  and 
many  of  all  Ranks  have  a  natural  Talent  for  compofing  Verfes,  in  which 
thofe  who  underhand  the  Galic  Language  and  Poetry  fay  they  difcover 
great  Wit  and  Spirit2. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  thefe  Elands  have  been  inhabited  from  the 
earliefi;  Times,  fince  we  find  in  them  many  Monuments  of  Druidical  Wor¬ 
ship,  fuch  as  the  Thrufhell  Stone,  in  the  Parifh  of  Barvas,  which  is  twenty 
Feet  high,  and  very  near  as  many  broad..  Three  upright  Stones  on  the 
North  Side  of  Loch  Carlavay,  each  of  them  twelve  Feet  in  Height.  But 
which  is  far  more  remarkable  than  any  of  thefe,  as  fine,  as  well  preferved, 
and  as  perfect  a  Temple,  as  Stone  Henge,  at  the  Village  of  Claflernefs*., 
The  Danes  have  likewife  left  very  confpicuous  Marks  of  their  Dominion,, 
in  a  Multitude  of  Forts,  the  Ruins  of  which  are  {till  vifibleV  In  fucceed- 
ing  Times  they  mull  have  been  very  thoroughly  inhabited,  fince  in  Lewis; 
and  the  fmall  Iflands  that  lie  round  it,  there  are  no  lefs  than  twenty-five 

w  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  3,  42,43,  53.  All  the  later  Accounts  attefh 
the  fame  Faffs.  In  one  it  is  thus  Hated,  “  the  Hufbandry  in  the  Long Ifland  is  lingular  and  ex¬ 
traordinary.  “  They  firft  ufe  the  Riflel  to  cut  the  Ground  deep,  then  a  Sort  of  Spade  or  Hoe,, 
“  which  they  call  Caficha  Croma,  with  which  they  turn  up  the  Turf  and  Manure  with  Sea  Ware,. 
u  and  when  fown  ufe  the  Harrow;  which  Method  of  Culture  they  call  Timiy,  and  are  pofitive: 
“  it  brings  a  better  Crop  than  ploughing.  They  have  however  a  Plough,  which  is  drawn  by 
“  four  Horfes,  called  Cromnigad,  but  the  Riflel  alfo  precedes  this,  as  well  as  the  crooked  Spade.”' 
This  is  that  Hufbandry  mentioned  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Lifle,  in  his  Obfervations,  fee  vol.  i,.p.  83.. 
x  Mr.  Mac  Pherfon’s  Account  of  the  Long  Ifland. 

y  It  appears  from  hence  of  how  great  Confequence  it  would  be,  to  put  fuch.  Numbers,  into  a; 
regular  and  conflant  Train  of  Induflry. 

1  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  14.. 
a  There  is  a  very  fair  Cut  of  this  Temple  in  Martin’s  Book,  p.  9*. 
b  Thefe  are  Teftimonies.flill  more  authentic,  than  any  Hiflories. 

k  Churches- 
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Churches  and  Chapels  c,  or  rather  the  Remains  of  them ;  from  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  fome  of  them  mud:  have  been  no  contemptible  Structures  <b  King 
James  the  Sixth  had  an  Intention  of  eftablifhing  a  Fiihery  here,  and  of 
erecting  a  royal  Borough,  with  a  Delign  to  promote  Commerce  e.  This 
Scheme  was  relumed  in  the  Reign  of  his  Son,  and  the  Foundations  of  a 
ftately  Magazine  are  Hill  vifible  b .  In  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Second 
there  were  fome  Dutch  People  that  had  been  long  fettled  upon  Lewis,  who 
from  political  Motives  were  then  removed ;  yet  during  their  Refidence  here, 
they  gave  the  Natives  better  Inftrudtions  with  refpeCt  to  Trade,  and  in- 
fpired  them  with  luperior  Notions  as  to  the  Art  of  curing  and  catching  Fifli 
than  they  had  before  g.  It  is  owing  to  this,  that  thofe  who  dwell  in  the 
little  Town  of  Stornoway,  which  lies  upon  a  Loch  of  the  fame  Name,  that 
affords  a  very  fafe  and  convenient  Harbour,  have  to  this  Day  a  brifk  Trade, 
fail  in  their  own  Veffels  to  different  Parts  of  Europe,  and  might,  with  a 
little  Encouragement,  come  to  make  a  much  better  Figure,  as  probably 
they  will,  when  the  good  Intentions  of  the  prefent  Proprietor,  who  has 
propoled  great  Advantages  to  Soldiers  and  Seamen  who  have  fettled  in  his 
Country,  come  fully  to  take  EffeCl h.  The  Ifle  of  Lewis  belongs  Chiefly  to 
Mr.  Mackenzie  of  Seaforth,  and  that  of  Harris  to  Mr.  Macleod. 

North  Vist,  or  North  Uift,  lies  to  the  South  of  Harris,  from  whichit 
is  divided  by  a  narrow  Sound  of  about  nine  Miles  over,  in  which  there  are 
a  Multitude  of  very  fmall  Iflands  b  It  is  thought  to  be  about  thirty  Miles 
in  Circumference  k.  The  Climate  is  very  temperate,  the  Soil  rich,  and 
on  the  Weft  Side  there  is  a  great  deal  of  flat  Ground,  which  affords  large 
Quantities  of  Grain,  elpecially  Barley,  and  being  covered  with  Daifies  and 
natural  Clover,  moft  excellent  Pafture  b  On  the  Eaft  Side  it  is  fandy,  full 
of  little  Eminences,  and  in  the  middle  mountainous,  where  however  there 
grow  great  Quantities  of  Fern  and  Grafs  fufficient  to  feed  abundance  of 

c  According  to  the  different  Cuftoms  of  thefe  different  Ages,  all  Proofs  of  a  Country  well  in¬ 
habited. 

d  Thefe  Structures  were  therefore  built  by,  and  for  theUfe  of,  a  civil  and  religious  People. 

e  This  Monarch  King  James  I.  of  England  recommended  ftrongly  thefe  Improvements  to  his 
Son  Prince  Henry.  See  his  Works,  p.159. 

f  This  Magazine  was  built  in  the  Ifle  of  Vackfay  in  Loch  Maddy,  and  a  more  commodious 
Place  could  not  be  chofen. 

S  Martin,  p.  30.  Sir  W.  Monfon  tells  us  the  Dutch  were  fettled  here  by  the  Earl  of  Seaforth. 

h  This  Town  of  -Stronway  has  at  prefent  two  thoufand  Inhabitants. 

i  Buchanan,  who  had  his  Information  from  Donald  Monro,  reprefents  the  two  Uifts  and  Ben- 
b'ecuh  as  one  Ifle,  and  affirms  they  actually  were  fo  at  low  Water. 

k  MS.  Account  of  this  Ifland. 

1  In  regard  to  thefe  Faffs,  Martin  and  all  the  later  Accounts  (in  procuring  of  which  no  Pains 
were  fpared)  exaflly  agree. 
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Cattle  and  Sheep m.  They  make  much  Kelp  on  the  Ead  Side Loch 
Maddie  is  accounted  a  good  Harbour.  This  illand,  which  is  undoubtedly 
capable  of  great  Improvement,  belongs  to  Sir  James  Macdonald. 

To  the  South  of  North  Uid,  divided  from  it  by  a  Sound  feven  Miles 
broad,  lies  Benbecula,  fo  called  from  a  Mountain  of  the  fame  Name  in  its 
Centre,  ten  Miles  in  Circumference,  and  on  the  Wed  Side  plain  and  fruit¬ 
ful,  on  the  Ead  fandy  and  lull  of  little  Hills.  There  was  formerly  in  this 
Illand  a  very  large  Nunnery,  which  is  now  the  Refidence  of  Mr.  Macdonald 
of  Clanronald  the  Proprietor  of  the  Ifle°.  A  narrow  Sound,  fordable  in. 
fome  Places  at  low  Water,  divides  Benbecula  from  South  Uid,  a  fpacious 
Idand,  thirty-fix  Miles  long  from  North  to  South,  and  from  four  to  feven 
Miles  broad  p.  This  may  be  diled  the  Garden  of  the  Long  Illand,  for 
there  is  a  Tradt  of  flat  Land  on  the  Wed  Side,  very  rich  and  fertile,  con¬ 
taining  forty  thouland  Acres  q.  This,  belides  excellent  Padure,  produces 
very  large  Crops  of  fine  Barley ;  and  there  is  very  little  Doubt  that  any 
Grain  would  grow  here,  as  the  Seafons  are  very  regular,  and  the  Illand  lefs 
fubjedt  to  Rain  than  any  of  the  red.  Hemp  and  Flax  thrive  exceedingly  r.. 
The  Inhabitants  have  great  Quantities  of  Black  Cattle  and  Sheep,  which 
have  very  fine  Wool,  and  there  is  Abundance  of  all  Kinds  of  White  Fifh 
upon  the  Coads ;  and  yet  with  all  this  thefe  Inhabitants  have  little  or  no 
Commerce,  and  are  confequently  poor,  if  that  Exprefifion  can  be  properly 
applied  to  People  who  have  the  Neceflaries  of  Life  in  the  utmod  Plenty  s. . 
This  Illand  likewife  belongs  to  Mr.  Macdonald.. 

The  Ille  of  Barra  lies  at  a  fmall  Didance  South  from  Uid,  and  is  about 
fifteen  Miles  in  Circumference.  It  is  not  either  fo  pleafant  or  fo  fruitful  as 
the  former,  but  there  is  Plenty  of  Cod  and  Ling  caught  on  the  Coad,  of  a* 
very  large  Size.  This  Ifle  belongs  to  a  Gentleman  of  the  Name  of  Mac 
Neil.  To  the  South  of  Barra  there  lie  feveral  fmall  Ifiands,  particularly 
five,  which,  though  they  have  didindt  Names,  are  in  general  called  the- 
Bijhop' s  Ifiands  A  There  are  likewife  innumerable  Ifiands  of  various  Sizes,, 
lying  round  thofe  fix  larger  that  have  been  defcribed,  mod  of  them  very 

m  This  Abundance  is  relative,  to  the  prefect  Number  of  Inhabitants,,  but  Cultivation  would  (e-  - 
cure  the  like  Plenty,  if  thefe  were,  doubled. 

«  The  having  a  Market  far  Kelp,  makes  them  indufirious  in  this  Manufacture,  The  like  Ad«- 
vantage  would.make  themfo  in,  others, 

0  This  Illand  i$  remarkable  for  a  Kind  of  fpotted  Salmon,  which  have  a  very  delicious  Flavour, 

p  Thefe  are  convmou  Miles,  or  Englifh  ftandard  Meafure, 

4  MS.  Account  of  the  Long  IHand: 

r  It  is  evident  that  if  a  regular  Fishery  was  fettled  on  the  Coafij  thi$  would  quickly  become  .a  a 
populous  as  well  as  pleafant  Country. 

5  The  chief  Commodities  are  Horfes,  Sea  Oil,  and  Kelp. 

*  Thefe  Hands  are  named  in  the  Map  Fladda,  Linga,  Papay,  Magala,.  and  Bernera.i. 
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final],  but  fome  even  among  them  five  or  fix  Miles  in  Circumference ;  all 
of  which  were  anciently  thoroughly  cultivated  and  well  inhabited,  of  which 
indubitable  Teftimonies  remain  u.  To  the  weftward  lies  the  famous  foli- 
tary  Ifie  of  St.  Kilda,  in  the  Language  of  the  Country  Hirt,  with  a  few 
Rocks  near  it,  of  which  fo  many,  and  thofe  alfo  extenfive  Defcriptions  w 
have  been  given,  that  there  is  no  need  of  infilling  farther  upon  it  here ; 
though  poffibly  in  fucceeding  Times  it  may  become  (till  better  known,  if, 
in  confequence  of  fome  Trials  lately  made,  a  conftant  and  regular  Fifhery 
(hould  be  eflablifhed  upon  its  Coafis. 

The  Long  Ifiand  is,  in  point  of  legal  Jurifdidtion,  in  the  Shire  of  Inver- 
nefs,  and  of  courfe  the  Inhabitants  of  it  are  very  remote  from  the  Seat  of 
Jufiice*.  It  is  divided  into  feveral  Parifhes,  and  in  each  of  thefe  there  is 
at  leaf!  one  School,  where  the  Children  of  the  better  Sort  receive  a  tole¬ 
rable  Education  ;  which,  however,  inflead  of  difpofing  them  to  be  content 
with  their  Condition,  to  endeavour  at  Improvements,  and  to  live  quietly 
in  their  own,  generally  excites  Diflafie  to  their  Situation,  and  a  Defire  of 
feeking  their  Fortune  in  other  Countries ;  fo  that  the  Reader  will  not  be 
much  lurprized  when  he  is  told,  that  there  is  not  in  the  whole  of  this  large 
Trad!  of  Country  above  fifteen  thoufand  Souls  y.  The  common  People 
fpeak  the  Galic,  or,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called,  the  Irifh  Language ;  and  in 
South  Uifi:  and  Barra  many  of  them  are  Papifts,  of  whom  there  are  few  or 
none  in  the  other  Iflands,  and  the  Number  is  daily  decreafing  even  in  thefe. 
A  little  Attention  from  the  Public  to  the  removing  Inconveniencies,  which 
in  Ages  will  be  hardly  overcome  by  the  Efforts  of  private  Perfons,  would 
quickly  render  confpicuous  thofe  Treafures  which  Providence  has  bellowed 
on  the  Long  Ifiand  z. 

u  Between  Harris  and  North  Uifi  lies  Bernera  (there  are  feveral  Ifles  of  this  Name)  live  Miles  in 
Circumference,  near  this  Pabay,  nearer  North  Uifi  lies  Her-metra,  where  a  Magazine  was  eroded 
for  Salt  and  Cades  in  the  Time  of  Charles  I.  In  the  fmall  Ifie  of  Enfay  there  was  found  in  a 
Grave  a  neat  Pair  of  Brafs  Scales,  and  a  Hammer  finely  polifhed. 

w  Martin’s  Voyage  to  St.  Kilda,  1698,  8°.  Account  of  it  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Wefiern 
Iflands,  from.  p.  280  to  299.  A  Defcription  of  St.  Kilda  by  a  Native,  Edinburgh  1732.  The 
Hifiory  of  St.  Kilda,  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay,  London,  1764,  8°. 

x  This  contains  a  great  Part  of  what  was  anciently  fiiled  the  County  of  Rofs,  which  having 
been  in  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ifles,  might  create  a  Connexion  between  thefe  Countries. 

y  If  we  compare  the  State  of  the  Ifles,  with  the  Number  of  their  Inhabitants,  and  advert  to 
the  Ruins  of  Churches,  Chapels,  Forts,  &c.  in  all  the  Idler  as  well  as  larger  Ifles,  it  will  enable 
us  to  form  fome  Notion  of  their  ancient  Condition,  and  confequently  of  the  Poffibility  of  their 
being  rendered  as  populous  by  prudent  Management  as  they  once  were. 

1  The  Nature  of  thefe  Afliftances,  their  probable  Confequences,  and  the  Motives  which  ought 
to  perfuade  the  Attempt,  will  be  hereafter  feen. 
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IN  delivering  the  Hiftory  of  thefe  Iflands  and  their  Inhabitants,  we  have 
fliewn  (at  leaft  as  far  as  the  few  Lights  we  have  would  allow)  what 
they  once  were,  and  by  what  a  Series  of  Misfortunes  the  Inhabitants  of 
them  were  gradually  reduced  from  being  a  populous,  civilized,  and  thriv¬ 
ing  People,  into  that  low  and  wretched  State  in  which  they  now  are  a  By 
the  Defcription  of  fome  of  the  principal  Ifles,  it  is  hoped  they  are  proved 
to  be  in  themfelves,  and  from  their  natural  Advantages,  Bill  very  confider- 
abie,  worthy  of  public  Attention,  and  capable  of  being  thereby  recovered. 
But  this  arduous  Talk  of  reclaiming,  reftoring,  and  retrieving  fo  many 
Countries,  feems,  in  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  the  Empire  of  Great 
Britain,  to  be  a  Matter  of  much  too  great  Importance  to  be  left  without 
fome  farther  Deduction  b.  In  the  fir  ft  Place,  then,  let  it  be  obferved,  that 
thefe  neglected  Ifles  are,  even  at  this  Day,  far  from  being  deftitute  of 
Things  neceffary  for  the  Subfiftence  of  much  larger  Numbers  than  are  at 
prefent  contained  in  them,  and  that  they  are  likewife  very  far  from  want¬ 
ing  many  of  thofe  Materials  which  Induftry  in  other  Countries  renders  Ob¬ 
jects  of  Commerce,  and  which  might  be  confequently  rendered  fo  in  thele, 
by  the  proper  Application  of  the  fame  Means  c. 

In  feveral,  indeed  in  mod  of  thefe  Ifles,  there  are  a  great  Variety  of 
Earths,  fit  for  the  Ufe  of  Fullers,  Painters,  Pipe-makers,  and  other  Trades. 
Boles  for  medicinal  Ufes,  excellent  Clays  of  various  Sorts,  of  which  Earthen 
Ware,  Bricks,  Tiles,  and  many  other  Things  might  be  made  k  Lime- 
ftone,  Freeftone,  black,  white,  and  variegated  Marble,  Slates  in  great 
Abundance,  and  of  the  beft  Kind  e.  Veins  of  Coal  have  been  difeovered 
in  many,  which  might  be  rendered  of  great  Benefit  fo  all,  if  the  Duty 
upon  thofe  water-borne  was  either  removed  or  properly  regulated  L  Iron, 


a  It  is  to  eflablifh  this  Fact  inconteftably,  that  fo  much  Notice  has  been  taken  of  the  Ruins  and 
Remains  of  ancient  Biddings  eredled  in  former  Ages,  which  from  their  Solidity  and  Extent  clearly 
evince,  independent  of  Hiftory  or  Tradition,  a  fuperior  Number  of  People,  by  vvhofe  Labour  and 
for  whofe  Ufe  they  were  railed. 

b  Asia  theCourfeof  thefe  Reflections  it  will  be  (hewn,  fuch  an  Attention  would  have  a  Ten¬ 
dency  to  extend  Commerce,  to  enlarge  the  Revenue,  and  contribute  to  the  Strength  of  the  State. 

c  In  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  Experience  Ihews  Induftry  is  not  to  be  hoped  ;  and  therefore 
the  common  Good  requires  that  by  fome  proper  Change  it  fliould  be  introduced. 

Thefe  are  valuable  in  other  Countries,  becaufe  their  Ufes  are  known  ;  of  little  here,  as  the 
People  have  no  Call  to  employ,  and  are  not  in  a  Condition  to  export  them.  But  thefe. are  not 
infuperable  Difficulties  ;  a  regular  Communication  with  thefe  Ifles  would  bring  them  to  Market, 
an  Increafe  of  induflrious  People  would  convert  them  to  ufeful  Pnrpofes  upon  the  Spot. 

«  Confiderable  Quantities  are,  but  much  greater  might  be,  exported. 

f  It  would  be  a  reafonable  Indulgence  to  permit  the  tranfporting  Coals  from  anyone  Hie  to  any 
other,  without  Duty. 

Vol„  I.  4  L  Copper, 
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Copper,  Lead,  Quickfilver,  have  been  undoubtedly  found  in  them,  and 
as  fome  report  Silver,  and  Gold  Dud,  and  Minerals  of  different  Kinds  £, 
Where  the  natural  Soil  is  not  overgrown  with  Mofs,  they  have  very  fine 
Grafs,  and  in  many  Places  the  Ground  is  fpread  with  natural  Clover  and 
Dailies.  Rye,  Oats,  Barley,  and  in  fome  Places  Wheat  are  raifed,  and 
might  be  railed  in  much  greater  Quantities  K  Hemp  and  Flax,  with  pro¬ 
per  Attention,  as  good  in  their  refpedtive  Kinds  as  any  in  the  World,  and 
might  be  had  in  great  Abundance  b  Peas,  Beans,  Potatoes,  all  Kinds  of 
Roots,  and  other  Garden  Vegetables  in  the  utmofl  Plenty  L  Trees  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Kinds  in  many  of  them,  and  Junipers  in  all.  One  cannot  help  won¬ 
dering  therefore  at  the  popular  Prejudice  that  prevails  amongfl  many  of  the 
Inhabitants,  that  Trees  cannot  be  brought  to  thrive  in  thefe  Iilands ;  where¬ 
as  with  a  little  Attention  it  would  be  found,  as  we  have  often  hinted,  not 
only  practicable,  but  eafy.  They  muft  be  planted  thick,  that  they  may 
fupport  and  protect  each  other,  fheltered  as  much  as  poffibie  from  the  South 
Weft  Winds,  and  properly  fenced  from  Cattle.  With  thefe  Precautions 
there  is  no  Queftion  to  be  made  that  they  might  raife  large  Plantations  of 
Oak,  Afh,  Birch,  Plane,  and  Scots  Pines,  to  fay  nothing  of  fuch  Trees  as 
grow  in  the  Northern  Parts  of  Canada  and  other  Countries  in  America. 
Than  this  furely  nothing  could  be  more  defirable  amonglt  a  People  who  are 
daily  in  fuch  Want  of  Wood  for  their  Houles,  Boats,  domeftic  Utenfils, 
and  Inftruments  of  Plufbandry,  infomuch  that  in  fome  Hies  they  are  forced 
to  venture  fixty  Miles  or  more,  over  a  tempefluous  Sea  in  an  open  Boat,  to 
procure  the  Materials  neceffary  for  making  a  fingle  Plough.  All  which 
might  be  fpared  if  they  would  vigoroully  and  judicioully  attempt  what  is  lo 
much  and  fo  indifputably  their  Intereft.  To  put  this  Matter  out  of  all 
Doubt,  it  will  be  lufficient  to  mention,  that  Dr.  Walker,  a  worthy  Clergy¬ 
man,  and  a  mod  intelligent  Perlon,  in  a  late  Vilit  to  thefe  Ifles,  favv  a  large 
Clump  of  Afh  Trees’,  planted  about  thirty  Years  before,  which  were  forty 
Feet  high,  very  frefh  and  flourifhing,  on  the  Ille  of  Colonfay,  than  which 
there  is  not  one  more  expofed,  and  confequently  not  one  where  an  Improve¬ 
ment  of  this  Kind  was  lefs  likely  to  have  fucceeded.  Whence  we  may  with 
Probability  infer  it  would  fucceed  any  where. 

S  The  Want:  of  Fuel  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  principal  Caufe  that  no  Mines  are  wrought  in  thefe 
Ifles. 

h  If  they  had  Shipping  fufncient,  they  might  be  foon  excited  to  a  Cultivation,  that  would  pro¬ 
duce  much  greater  Plenty. 

1  If  we  confider  how  many  thoufand  Acres  in  thefe  Iflands  would  bear,  and  how  many  thoufand 
Pounds  are  annually  fent  out  of  Great  Britain  for  thefe  Commodities,  it  feems  no  extravagant  De¬ 
mand,  that  we  fhould  afford  the  Inhabitants  (which  is  all  the  Encouragement  they  need)  a  fettled' 
and  certain  Market  for  them.  ' 

k  Hence  it  is  evident  the  Culture  of  Cole  and  Rape  Seed  might  be  fuccefsfully  introduced,  which 
would  be  highly  profitable.  See  Mortimer’s  Hufbandry,  vol.  i.  p.  155. 
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Their  Lochs  and  Rivers  abound  with  Salmon,  Trout,  Eels,  and  many 
other  Kinds  of  excellent  Fifh  k  They  have  a  vail  Variety  of  tame,  wild, 
and  water  Fowl,  the  Down,  Feathers,  and  Quills  of  fome  of  which,  if 
properly  managed,  might  produce  a  very  large  Profit111.  Immenfe  Num¬ 
bers  of  Sheep,  the  Wool  of  which  is  fine.  Goats  in  great  Numbers,  as 
alfo  Black  Cattle,  Deer,  and  Horfes  -y  the  Size  of  which,  a  Circumftance 
wherein  alone  they  are  deficient,  might  with  due  Attention,  and  with  the 
Aftiftance  of  a  few  juft  Regulations,  be  without  queftion  improved  n.  Their 
Rocks  produce  Crotih  Chryftals,  Agates,  coloured  Stones,  and  Talc°. 
In  their  Lochs  or  Bays  they  have  Pearl- Oyfters,  and  Mufcles,  Corals  and 
Corallines.  Amber  and  Ambergrife  are  frequently  thrown  by  the  Sea 
upon  their  Coafts  p. 

But  fuch  natural  Advantages  might  in  thefe,  as  Experience  ftiews  us 
they  have  done  in  other  Countries,  receive  many  Aftiftances,  and  very  great 
Accefiions,  if  the  Inhabitants  were  once  hlefted  with  Commerces.  They 
might  then  bring  many  Kinds  of  Grafs  Seed  from  different  Parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  ftill  more  from  America,  which  would  turn  exceedingly  to  their 
Emolument.  For  as  Grafs  is  the  univerfal  Nutriment  of  Cattle,  we  fee 
that  with  little  or  no  Prejudice  many  of  its  richeft  Kinds  vary  both  Soil  and 
Climate  ;  and  from  the  luxuriant  Growth  of  all  Kinds  of  Vegetables  in  thefe 
Ifles,  we  have  fcarce  any  Reafon  to  doubt  that  almoft  any  Kind  of  Grafs 
might  with  proper  Attention  be  brought  to  thrive  here r.  The  very  fame 
Thing  may  be  faid  in  reference  to  Grain,  more  elpecially  fuch  Sorts  as  na¬ 
turally  grow  in  wet  Grounds  and  a  humid  Air,  fuch  as  Millet,  Panic,  &c. 
which,  tho’  lefs  ferviceable  in  refpedt  to  Food,  might  be  found  highly  ufe- 
ful  in  fattening  Beafts  and  Fowls.  With  ftill  more  Reafon  might  we  hope 

1  Thefe,  if  pickled,  dried,  fmoked,  or  otherwife  properly  cured,  might  turn  to  a  confiderable 
Amount,  as  in  other  Countries  they  do. 

m  It  is  through  Want  of  Skill  in  forting,  picking,  cleanfing,  and  drying  their  Feathers,  that 
(though  nothing  more  faleable  in  good  Order)  they  make  of  them  fo  little. 

n  This  might  be  accomplifhed  by  mending  the  Breed,  inclofing  and  improving  their  Paftures, 
and  being,  as  they  might  eifily  be,  better  fupplied  with  Winter  Forage. 

0  Though  thefe  are  in  themfelves  no  confiderable  Objects,  yet  if  once  a  regular  Correfpondence 
was  eftablifhed,  they  would  find  a  Place  in  every  Cargo. 

P  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  thefe  Cafualties,  which  would  be  then  more  carefully  looked  after, 
as  well  as  better  collected  and  preferved . 

<1  This  is  one  of  the  many  beneficial  Confequences  attending  an  extenfive  Correfpondence  ;  the 
fin  eft  and  moft  fruitful  Countries  of  Europe,  Italy  not  excepted,  owing  fome  of  their  richeft  Pro¬ 
ductions  to  their  being  tranfplanted  from  other  Places,  and  the  fame  Method  has  been  as  fuccefs- 
fully  adopted  in  lefs  fertile  Soils,  and  in  worfe  Climates. 

r  Hartlib’s  Legacy,  p  4.  Mortimer’s  Hufbandry,  book  i.  chap.  4.  Effays  on  Hufbandry,  P.  ii. 
p.  20.  In  refpedt  to  which  Book  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  whether  in  point  of  Utility,  Variety  of  Learn¬ 
ing,  or  Elegance  in  Compofition,  it  moft  deferves  to  be  applauded  and  admired. 

s  This  will  be  found  an  important  Improvement  when  an  Increafe  of  People,  a  Refort  of  Ship¬ 
ping,  and  fitting  VefTels  for  long  Voyages  come  to  take  place. 

4  L  2 
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to  rails  Barilla  or  Soda,  the  Seed  of  which  may  be  eafily  procured  from  Ali- 
cant,  where  it  grows  in  the  higheft  Perfection  f,  and  which  would  prove  of 
incredible  Advantage  if  it  could  be  brought  to  grow  even  in  the  molt  South¬ 
ern  of  thefe  Ifles ;  as  in  the  firft  Inftance  it  would  furniflx  a  very  valuable 
Commodity  for  which  we  pay  large  Sums  to  Strangers,  or  might  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  ftill  greater  Benefit  in  the  Manufactures  of  Soap  and  Glafs  u. 

.  This  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  fined:  Sorts,  for  as  to  the  coarfe,  they  have 
all  the  Materials  in  the  greateft  Plenty  already. 

By  the  like  Care  Trees  and  Shrubs  from  different  Parts  of  the  World, 
and  particularly  America  w,  might  be  introduced  here,  thofe  efpecially  that 
grow  in  or  dole  to  the  Sea ;  fuch  as  are  of  quick  Growth,  and  fit  for  build¬ 
ing  of  Sloops ;  and  all  Kinds  of  Bufhes  and  Plants  that  may  anfwer  ufeful 
Pupofes  in  Dyeing,  Tanning,  Bafket-making,  Matting,  Painting,  Var- 
nifhing,  or  that  are  ferviceable  in  Medicine.  The  Stock  of  Animals  might 
be  alfo  improved  by  the  bringing  in  of  Chinefe  Hogs,  Indian  and  Flemiflx 
Sheep,  Rams  of  a  large  Size,  as  alfo  Bulls,  Spanifh  and  Arabian  Horfes*.. 
Affes,  which  at  prefent  are  very  fcarce,  might,  if  well  chofen,  be  rendered 
numerous,  and  as  they  live  as  well  as  labour  hard,  become  very  fervice¬ 
able  y.  We  have  already  hinted  that  Goats  from  Natolia  or  Barbary  might 
be  imported  with  Advantage  ;  and  there  is  no  Reafon  to  doubt  that  Buffa¬ 
loes  from  Louifiana,  now  Weft  Florida,  would  likewife  live  here2..  Any 
Kind  of  aquatic  Fowls  might  be  reconciled  to  this  Climate ;  and  we  have- 
already  mentioned  in  another  Place  the  Means  by  which  all  their  Lakes 
might  be  ftocked  with  fuch  Kinds  of  Fifh  as  might  be  thought  more  valu*- 
able  than  thofe  they  have  already  a._ 

1  Diftionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  Hi.  col.  805.  Di&ionnaire  d’Hifloire  Naturelle,  vol.  v.  p.. 
287,  289.  Memoires  fur  le  Commerce  des  Hollandois,  p.  105.  Tour  through  Spain  and  Por¬ 
tugal  by  Udal  ap  Rheys,  p.  1 86.  Hill’s  Hifiory  of  Plants,  p.  312.  In  the  Memoirs  of  the  French 
Academy  we  find  it  thus  defcribed,  Kali  Hifpanicum,  fupinum,  annuum,  fedi  minoris  folio. 

u  It  might  perhaps  be  an  ufeful  Experiment  to  fow  the  Seeds  of  the  Alga  Marina  on  the  Coafls, 
I  mean  on  Land,  as  is  pra&ifed  in  Spain. 

w  Eflays  on  Husbandry,  i.  p.  140 — 162,  where  the  ingenious  Author  has  pointed  out  nume¬ 
rous  Infiances  of  Trees,  &c.  that  might  be  introduced'  to  Advantage. 

x  Hartlib’s  Legacy,  p.  96,  97.  Thefe  Methods  have  been  praftifed  in  other  Countries,  and 
even  in  thefe  Ifles  they  attribute  the  Mettle  of  their  Horfes  to  thofe  that  fwam  on  Shore  from  the 
Wreck  of  the  Spanifh  Armada.  Would  Things  fucceed  worfe  when  condu&ed  with  Defign,  than 
when  left  to  Accident  and  Chance  ? 

y  Amongft  other  Reafons  for  recommending  this  patient  and  pains-taking  Animal,  one  is,  the 
Mildnefs  of  the  Climate,  which  is  of  Importance. 

z  They  are  Laid  to  delight  in  moifi  and  marfhy  Soils  ;  if  any  Doubt  fhould  arife  as  to  the  Climate, 
it  will  be  removed  by  obferving,  thefe  Animals  are  alfo  common  in  the  mofi  Northern  Parts  of 
Canada,  and  even  about  Hudfon’s  Bay.  Experiment  alone  can  determine  in  all  thefe  Cafes ;  for 
the  mofi  probable  Attempts  fometimes  fail,  and  thofe  more  unlikely  nosv  and  then  fucceed. 

*  Political  Survey  of  Britain,  vol.  i.  p.  iq6 — 108. 
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When  the  People  were  once  habituated  to  carry  their  own  Goods  in 
their  own  Veffels  to  different  Parts  of  the  World,  for  which  their  Countries 
are  fo  happily  feated  b,  they  might  eafily,  as  they  are  naturally  inquifitive 
and  indufirious,  transfer  many  valuable  Arts  and  Manufactures  into  their 
own ;  fuch  as  the  charring  of  Peats,  which  is  praCtifed  both  in  Holland 
and  France,  and  would  render  them  excellent  Fuel  for  drying  Malt,  di- 
ftilling,  and  for  melting  of  Ore,  Purpofes  for  which  hitherto  they  have  not 
been  ufed  c.  The  Water  of  Haerlem  has  a  peculiar  Excellence  in  bleach¬ 
ing  Linen,  which  it  derives  from  a  Circumftance  common  in  almoft  every 
one  of  thefe  Ifles,  that  of  the  Sea  forcing  a  Paffage  through  thick  Banks  of 
Sand,  to  which  Kind  of  Percolation  this  lingular  and  very  valuable  Qua¬ 
lity  is  entirely  owing  L  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifles  of  Feroe,  which  be¬ 
long  to  the  Crown  of  Denmark,  and  are  fituated  about  fifty  four  Leagues 
North  of  Lewis,  tan  all  their  Leather  with  the  Roots  of  Tormentil,  which 
for  that  Reafon  paffes  amongft  them  by  die  Name  of  Bark.  This  Method 
might  be  eafily  introduced,  and  perhaps  improved,  intheWeflern  Ifles  e. 
It  would  be  no  difficult  Thing  to  rife  much  higher  in  this  Manufacture, 
fince  the  Materials  for  tanning  after  the  Ruffian  Method,  and  that  too  in  the 
utmofl  Perfection,-  are  eafily  attained  here  f  With  much  greater  Facility 
might  the  Caviar  from  the  Roes  of  Mackrell  be  made  in  thefe  Ifles  (in 
cafe  they  come  here  before  fpawning)  of  which  great  Quantities  are  annual¬ 
ly  fent  into  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Levants.  It  is  not  at  all  impoffible 
that  the  very  belt  Sort  of  Caviar,  of  which  there  are  two  Kinds,,  one  in 

b  This  Circumftance  deferves  particular  Attention,  as  it  facilitates  every  Attempt  cf  this  Nature 
to  a  very  great  Degree. 

c  Mr.  Boyle  commends  charring  of  Peat,  but  declines  telling  us  how  it  is  to  be  done-  Arcli- 
bifhop  King-  fays  he  had  feen  it.  The  Parliament  of  Ireland  gave  a  Reward  for  doing  it,  but  did 
not  publiffi  the  Method.  It  may  be  thus  performed.  Let  there  be  a  Kiln  conftruCted  with  Vent- 
Holes  on  the  Sides  and  at  the  Top.  Lay  a  Floor  of  Billets  or  of  dry  Sticks ;  on  this  conftrutft  a 
Pile  of  Peats  ;  fet  fire  to  the  Wood  ;  as  foon  as  the  Peats  are  thoroughly  lighted,  ftop  all  the  Holes 
gradually  except  that  at  the  Top,  and  that  alfo  as  foon  as  it  ceafes  to  fmoke ;  let  it  then  have 
Time  to  cool,  and  the  Peat  will  be  perfe<ftly  charred. 

d  Ray’s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  34.  Ker’s  Travels,  p.  17.  Rufching’s  Geography,,  vol.  iii.  p.  488. 
e  Raii  Hift.  Plantar,  vol.  i.  p.  617.  Debes’s  Defcription  of  the  Iftands  and  Inhabitants  of  Fe¬ 
roe,  p.  120.  Maples’s  Tanning  without  Bark,  Dublin  1739-  Pie  aflerted  that  Hides  tanned 
therewith,  were  equal  in  Colour,  Subftance,  and  Solidity  to  thofe  tanned  with  Bark,  and  done 
fooner.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  by  a  Vote  declared  he  had  fully  proved  all  his  Allegations.  It  has 
been  of  late  difcovered  that  Oak  Saw  Duft  will  tan  lull  as  well  as  Oak  Bark. 

f  Strahlenbergh’s  Defcription  of  Ruffia,  p.388.  Pontoppidan’s  Hiftory  of  Norway,  P.  ii.  p.  7. 
for  in  that  Country  they  drefs  Skins  in  this  Manner.  Bell’s  Travels,  vol.  i  p.  21.  where  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  beft  is  made  at  Cazan,  and  that  the  peculiar  Smell  is  owing  to  a  Kind  of  Tar, 
drawn  from  the  Bark  of  Birch  (and  perhaps  from  the  Roots  of  thofe  Trees)  by  the  Help  of  Fire, 
The  Dye  ufed  is  Logwood.  It  is  diefted  with  Tar  inftead  of  Oil. 

g  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xxxi.  cap.  8.  Willoughb.  lib.  iv.  §  vii.  p.  ioj..  Di<5tionnaire  de  Com¬ 
merce,  tom.  iii.  col.  1 198.  The  Preparation  is  by  no  means  difficult.  The  Roe  is  firft  walked- 
with  Vinegar,  then  thoroughly  freed  from  all  the  little  Skins  and  Teguments,  next  fpread  and 
dried,  laftly  falted,  and  hung  in  a  net  to  dr}’,  and  fo  packed.  In  the  fame  Manner  the.  Roes  o* 
Mullets  and  other  Fiili  may  be  treated*  and  come  to  a  good  Market 

Grains,. 


630  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

Grains,  and  the  other  prefled  from  the  Roe  of  the  Beluga,  which  fells  in 
jftili  greater  Quantities  and  at  a  higher  Price,  might  be  alfo  made,  if  the 
Ftih  could  be  brought  into  any  of  their  Lakes  that  communicate  by  Rivers 
with  the  Sea'11.  The  Manufacture  of  Ifinglafs,  if,  as  many  intelligent  Per- 
fons  fufpeCt,  it  can  be  made  from  the  gelatinous  Parts  of  any  large  Fifh, 
might  likewife  be  brought  to  Perfection  in  thefe  Parts1.  The  French  in 
North  America  have  a  Method  of  making  Leather  of  the  Skins  of  Por- 
poifes,  which,  though  very  thin  and  fupple,  is  capable  of  refitting  a  Piftol 
Ball.  This,  if  inquired  into  and  known,  might  be  very  beneficial  in  Coun¬ 
tries  v/here  thefe  Kind  of  Fifh  abound  k.  Thofe  immenfe  Quantities  of 
Shell  Fifh,  which,  as  we  have  hinted,  fometimes  become  aNufance,  might 
by  Indufiry  and  Application  be  rendered  very  advantageous,  and  this  not 
not  only  by  pickling,  potting,  and  otherwife  curing  and  preferving  the  Fifh 
fo  as  to  transport  them,  but  alfo  by  making  ufe  of  the  Shells,  which  are 
capable  of  being  converted  into  excellent  Manure,  and  turned  likewife  to 
other  valuable  Ufes  h 

In  confequence  of  the  Lights  they  would  neceffarily  derive  from  Com¬ 
merce,  we  may  rationally  conclude,  that  by  a  flriCt  Invefligation  they 
would  difcover  many  valuable  Things  in  their  own  Ifles,  which  have  been 
hitherto,  for  Want  of  that  neceffary  Knowlege,  entirely  overlooked  m.  They 
would  doubtlefs  introduce  likewife  from  their  Obfervations  on  the  Practice 
of  other  Nations,  new  Methods  of  draining  their  Marfhes,  improving  their 
Fifheries,  conftruCting  Water  Mills  and  other  Engines,  of  which  hitherto 
they  have  had  no  Idea,  becaufe  hitherto  for  fuch  Things  they  have  had 
little  Ufe,  and  of  which  confequently  they  could  not  feel  the  W antn.  It  is 
not  to  be  defired,  much  lefs  expected,  that  all  or  even  any  great  Number 

h  Ptfrchas’s  Pilgrims,  vol.  ii.  p.  1420.  Houghton’s  Collections  for  the  Improvement  of  Huf- 
bnndry  and  Trade,  vol.  iii.  p.  282.  Strahlenbergh’s  Defcription  of  Ruffia,  p.  345. 

i  Willoughb.  Hift.  Pifc.  p.  244.  DiClionnaire  de  Commerce,  tom.  i.  col.  96 1.  Strahlen¬ 
bergh’s  Defcription  of  Ruffia,  p.  388.  The  Method  of  making  this  valuable  Commodity  is  very 
funple.  Take  the  Skin,  Intefiines,  Stomach,  Fins,  and  Tail  of  any  large  Fifh,  let  them  mace¬ 
rate  in  Water  till  all  the  Flefh  is  feparated,  then  evaporate  over  a  flow  Fire  until  it  becomes  a  fine 
Jelly,  after  which  fpread  it  as  thin  as  a  Sheet  of  Paper,  and  dry  it  thoroughly. 

k  P.  Charlevoix,  Journal  d’un  Voyage  dans  l’Amerique  Septrentrionale,  vol.  i.  p.  217. 

1  To  give  one  Infiance:  Mufcle-fhells  laid  011  and  ploughed  into  the  Earth  afford  a  rich  and 
lafiing  Manure  ;  being  burned  they  make  excellent  Lime  ;  equal  Parts  of  this  Lime  and  fine  Brick- 
duft  tempered  with  Bullocks  Blood  become  an  admirable  Cement,  which  being  ufed  either  on  a 
flat  Roof,  or  fpread  on  a  Floor,  is  very  compaff,  beautiful,  and  lafiing. 

ra  There  are  very  few  Countries  highly  improved,  which  have  not  been  improved  in  this  Man¬ 
ner  ;  and  the  lefs  any  Country  is  known,  the  more  Difcoveries  of  this  Kind  are  to  be  expeified. 
The  natural  Hifiories  of  the  feveral  Counties  in  South  Britain  and  Ireland  afford  the  mofi  con¬ 
vincing  Proofs  of  this,  and  it  is  to  be  wifhed  we  may  have  the  like  Hiftories  of  all  the  Counties  if* 
both  Blands,  which  would  prove  of  inexpreffible  Utility. 

n  Encouragement  will  foon  beget  Indufiry,  Indufiry  Improvements ;  and  thefe  will  proceed 
Vrth.  a  quick  Pace  amongft  an  ingenious  and  fpirited  People. 

c  of 
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of  thefe  Improvements  ffiould  be  immediately  attempted,  but  there  is  no¬ 
thing  more  probable  than  that  gradually  thefe,  and  many  others,  which  it 
furpaffes  the  Power  of  a  private  Perfon  to  fugged,  will  take  place  as  Op¬ 
portunities  offer  from  the  propofed  Alterations  in  the  State  of  thefe  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  the  Circumffances  of  thofe  who  inhabit  them0.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  very  requifite  to  mention  them  here,  becaufe  Men  naturally  love  to 
look  forward  to  fair  ProfpeCts  of  future  Advantages.  Becaufe  if  any  one  of 
thefe  fhould  take  place,  and  it  would  be  very  hard  if  many  of  them  did 
not,  this  would  excite  a  Spirit  of  Emulation  and  Enquiry,  that  would  in¬ 
fallibly  bring  to  Perfection  many  more  p,  and  becaufe  the  natural,  aCtive, 
and  ambitious  Spirit  of  thefe  People,  the  Keennefs  of  their  Invention,  and 
their  great  Activity,  when  prompted  by  proper  Motives,  would  facilitate 
fuch  Acquif  tions  as  much  here  as  in  any  Part  of  the  World  q. 

In  order  to  accomplifh  fo  great  and  fo  very  def  rable  a  Work,  it  will  be 
abfolutely  requifite  that  the  Public,  for  its  own  fake,  fhould  afford  its  Af- 
iiftance,  and  therefore  it  is  highly  expedient,  before  this  can  be  expeCted, 
to  date  fuccinCtly  the  Motives  which  ought  to  perfuade  the  particular  At¬ 
tention  of  the  State  to  the  rcfcuing  thefe  Ides  from  their  prefent  low  and 
dejeCted  Condition  r.  It  would,  in  the  fird  place,  add  a  very  confiderable 
Province  to  the  Britifh  Empire,  of  which  though  we  have  long  had  both 
the  Title  and  Poffedion,  yet  this  has  been  in  a  great  Decree  without  Uti¬ 
lity;  and,  as  from  a  long  Deduction  of  FaCts  we  have  clearly  thewn,  has  for 
near  two  hundred  Years  been  reputed  by  the  bed  Judges  a  Negligence 
equally  detrimental  and  difgraceful  to  Government s.  By  this  means  Mul¬ 
titudes  who  have  been  for  a  Series  of  Years,  and  if  Things  go  on  in  their 
prefent  State  will  be  for  ever  unprofitable  to  the  Community,  might  be 

0  The  Sight  of  other  Nations  Profperity,  on  no  better  Funds  than  are  in  their  PofTefHon,  will 
prompt  them  to  an  Exertion  of  their  Faculties,  as  they  will  be  convinced  this  is  neceffary  to  fecure 
Succefs. 

p  For  inftance,  if  in  I  la  they  fhould  be  able  to  raife  Barilla,  the  very  Sale  of  the  Commodity 
would  foon  put  it  in  their  Power  to  fet  up  Glafs  Works. 

If  it  fhould  be  objected,  that  their  continuing  fo  long  in  fo  low  and  unimproved  a  State  feems 
to  contradift  this  Character  of  their  Abilities,  I  defire  it  may  beconfidered  how  far  this  maybe  ac¬ 
counted  for  from  the  following  Caufes.  i.  Their  being  able  to  acquire  fuch  a  Subfiftence  as  they 
have  been  ufed  to,  with  little  Induflry  or  Labour.  2.  Their  having  no  Models  to  excite  Emula¬ 
tion.  3.  Being  without  any  Profpedt  of  Reward.  4.  The  unequal  Diftribution  of  Property. 
5.  The  conffant  Emigration  of  their  Youth,  who,  for  the  Reafons  before  mentioned,  are  deterred 
from  returning  home,  and  confequently  from  applying  their  acquired  Knowlege  to  the  Benefit  of 
their  Country. 

r  In  the  prefent' Situation  of  Things,  the  only  proper  Motives  to  excite  public  Attention,  are 
propofing  public  Advantages. 

5  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trafts,  p.525,  52 6.  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  re  ived, 
bookvi.  Houghton’s  Collections  for  the  Improvement  of  Hufbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  iii.  31^ 
339.  Puckle’s  England’s  Path  to  Wealth  and  Honor,  Lond.  1700,  120,  with  very  many  more 
that  might  be  cited,  as  well  as  many  that  have  been  already  cited. 

connected. 
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connected  with  and  rendered  ufeful  to  Society  L  Abundance  of  Foreigners 
from  the  Northern  Parts  of  Europe,  who  are  all  Proteilants,  might  be  ea- 
fily  induced  to  fettle  under  a  milder  Climate,  and  a  better  Government  than 
their  own  ;  and  thsfe  would  unquedionably  bring,  what  is  far  preferable  to 
Riches,  Induftry  and  the  ufeful  Arts  along  with  themu.  Being  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  the  Natives,  and  having  a  like- Intereft  in  their  Defence,  they 
would  convert  thefe  Lies,  which  have  hitherto  been  the  weakeft  Parts  of 
our  Dominions,  into. a  ftrong  Barrier,  facilitate  our  Navigation,  and  in 
Time  of  War  render  a  Paffage  through  thefe  Seas  impracticable  to  our  Ene¬ 
mies  w.  In  fuch  Circumftances  a  con  ft  ant  Supply  of  very  able  and  hardy 
Seamen  x  might  upon  any  Emergency  be  drawn  from  hence,  who,  as  foon 
as  it  ceafed,  would  chearfully  return  to  their  Families  and  their  ufual  Oc¬ 
cupations  y.  As  foon  as  Commerce  was  eftablifhed,  and  the  People  came 
to  have,  as  they  very  foon  would,  a  Relifh  for  a  more  commodious  Way  of 
Living,  they  would  draw  in  fome  meafure  the  NecefTari.es,  and  derive  aH 
the  Conveniencies  of  Life,  and  moft  of  the  Inftruments  for  Tillage,  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  carrying  on  their  refpedtive  Trades,  from  Great  Britain2. 
In  proportion  as  they  grew  ftill  more  eafy  in  their  Circumftances,  and  Num¬ 
bers  amongft  them  came  to  have  tolerable  Fortunes,  they  would  probably 
quit  tlieir  PofTeflions  here  to  purchafe  Settlements  on  the  Continent,  fo  that 
the  accumulated  Fruits  of  all  their  Pains  and  Induftry  would  in  the  End 
centre  in  fome  Part  or  other  of  this  Ifland a.  On  Views  far.lefs  probable,  and 
much  more  uncertain,  large  Sums  have  been  fpent,  and  annual  Supplies 
given,  for  the  fettling  and  maintaining  more  diftant  Colonics  b,  which 

r  This  is  a  Point  of  infinite  Importance  ;  for  whatever  Benefits  accrued  to  Individuals  muft  at  the 
fame  time  turn  to  the  Emolument  of  the  State. 

u  Their  Induftry  would  well  intitle  them  to  a  Settlement,  and  their  Pofterity  would,  by  Manners 
as  well  as  Birth,  be  zealous  Britiffi  Subjects. 

w  Thefe  are  Facts  fupported  by  Experience  ;  and  if  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Ifles  were  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  fit  out  Privateers,  the  Enemies  of  Britain  would  have  no  Chance  of  efcaping.  Our 
Statefmen,  Merchants,  and  Sea  Officers  will  drfeern,  as  foon  as  mentioned,  the  numerous  Advan¬ 
tages  that  from  thefe  Circumftances  muft  arife  to  the  Public.' 

x  The  People  in  general  being  bred  either  Fifhermen  or  Seamen,  enured  to  Labour  and  to  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  difficult  Navigation,  would  croud  on  board  our  Fleets,  without  preffing  to  compel,  or 
high  Rewards  to  invite  them  ;  a  Thing  of  all  others  the  molt  defirable  ;  and  yet,  if  we  depend  on 
paft  Experience,  not  likely  by  any  other  Method  to  be  obtained. 

2  7  hus  they  would  be  always  in  their  Element,  and  find  their  own  and  the  public  Intereft  con¬ 
tinually  and  infeparably  united. 

2  When  feveral  Branches  of  domeftic  Induftry  and  foreign  Commerce  come  to  be  fuccefsful, 
their  prefent  coarfe  Manufactures  will  drop,  as  they  find  it  more  for  their  Advantage  to  export 
their  Wool  in  Yarn  and  their  Flax  in  Thread,  than  .to  make  Cloth  or  Linen.  The  cultivating 
what  are  now  wafte  Lands,  if  they  had  Property  in  them,  and  Markets  open  for  their  Produce, 
would  furnifh  much  better  Employment. 

a  This,  though  a  great  Benefit  to  Britain,  will  be  no  Detriment  to  the  Ifles,  as  it  will  fecure-a 
conftant  Succeffion  of  aCtive  and  induftrious  Inhabitants. 

b  As  for  Inftance,  Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia,  long  and  prudently  fupported  by  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try,  from  the  Profpefl  of  future  Advantages, 

Laving 
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having  in  a  reafonable  Space  anfwered  our  Expectations,  fully  juftifies 
the  Policy  of  fuch  Meafures,  and  thereby  renders  it  clearly  inexcusable  to 
remain  blind  to  the  innumerable  Advantages,  which  with  more  than  equal 
Certainty  might  be  fecured  to  the  State,  by  taking  proper  Notice  of  Coun¬ 
tries  that  lie  at  our  own  Doors  c.  This  being  once  effectually  undertaken, 
tho’  without  any  great  Expence,  the  Settlement  will  undoubtedly  make  its 
own  Way;  fo  that  if  any  fublequent  Affiftance  fhould  be  necelfary,  it  will 
be  chearfully  afforded  in  Confequence  of  the  Progrefs  made,  and  the  vifible 
Security  of  its  turning  to  Account,  and  repaying  with  Intereft  whatever 
may  be  farther  for  fuch  Encouragement  laid  out d. 

These  Motives  being  premifed,  we  will  now  venture  modeflly  to  fugged: 
what  feems  to  be  the  propereft  Means  for  effecting  thefe  great  and  Salu¬ 
tary  Purpofes.  In  the  firft  Place,  it  will  be  requilite  to  regulate  and  ef- 
tablifh  Property  by  Law,  without  which  there  can  be  no  fuch  Thing  as 
Induftry.  Men  will  not  fow,  that  others  may  reap.  They  will  not  be 
fedulous  in  improving,  if  themfelves  and  their  Pofterity  are  not  to  enjoy  the 
Profits  of  their  Labour  e.  The  Public  have  an  Intereft  in  thefe  Lands ; 
they  have  long  enough  luffered  them  to  lie  wafte  and  uncultivated ;  they 
have  a  Right  therefore  to  take  fuch  Steps  as  may  have  a  Tendency  to  pro¬ 
mote  Cultivation,  by  making  the  Cultivators  fecure  and  happy  C  This 
would  effectually  prevent  the  Natives  from  abandoning  their  Country,  and 
this  alone  would  foon  render  thefe  Ifles  populous  g.  The  next  Thing  is, 
to  ereCt  Courts  of  Judicature  in  every  one  of  the  great  Ifles,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  Arran  and  Bute  are  become  a  Shire  already;  that  Juftice  might 
be  at  every  Man’s  Door,  and  not  as  at  prefent  on  the  other  Side  the  Sea, 
where  it  cannot  be  in  every  Man’s  Power  to  go  and  feek  it  h.  Public 
Schools  fhould  be  ereCted  upon  the  Plan  of  the  Charter  Schools  in  Ireland, 
where  Induftry  and  the  Englifh  Language  fhould  be  taught  and  praCtifed 

e  On  this  Account,  whatever  Acquifitions  they  may  make  through  the  Interpofition  of  the 
Public,  will,  as  they  ought,  redound  ultimately  to  the  Public. 

d  It  will  be  always  under  the  Power  of  the  Legiflature  to  exaft  from  time  to  time  a  fpecific 
Account  of  their  Concerns,  from  the  Moment  they  take  thefe  Countries  under  their  Care. 

e  It  would  be  Prefumption  to  lay  down  any  particular  Method  of  doing  this  ;  that  mu  ft  refult 
from  ftrift  Inquiry,  and  mature  Deliberation. 

f  This  is  not  a  new  or  unfupported  Suggeition,  fince  many  A<5ts  of  the  Scots  Parliament 
(fome  of  which  have  been  cited)  proceed  plainly  on  this  Principle. 

g  This  alone  would  be  of  great  Confequence,  as  it  would  preferve  many  thoufand  ufeful  Sub- 
je6ts,  and  the  Produce  of  their  Labours  to  the  State. 

h  It  might  be  very  expedient  alfo,  to  eftabliih  fummary  Proceedings  in  refpett  to  Wages,  for 
the  Protection  of  the  Fifheries,  and  to  eftablifh  a  Court-merchant  for  the  fpeedy  Decifion  of  Dif- 
putes  arifing  in  Trade,  in  order  to  prevent  as  much  as  poilrble  the  Wafte  of  Time  and  Money  in 
fuch  Difputes,  where  both  might  and  ought  to  be  more  ufefully  employed. 
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together5^  and  if  in  each  of  the  great  Iflands  the  Elements  of  the  Ma¬ 
thematics  and  Navigation  were  taught,  the  Society  would  reap  Advantages 
much  fuperior  to  any  Expence  that  might  be  incurred  k.  A  Cuftom-houfe 
jfhould  be  erected  upon  every  one  of  the  large  Iflands,  with  a  compleat 
Eftahlifhment  of  Officers,  which  would  effectually  prevent  Smuggling,  and 
protect  a  fair  and  regular  Commerce1.  To  thefe  Should  be  added,  copious 
Magazines  of  Salt  to  be  furnifhed  to  the  Natives,  receiving  Flax  and  Hemp 
in  Payment,  for  the  Service  of  the  Royal  Navy  at  a  fettled  Rate,  which 
would  render  Fisheries  practicable  But  if  the  Manufacture  of  Canvafs 
and  Sail-cloth  was  eftabliShed  in  thefe  Ifles  (even  with  foreign  Hemp) 
which  might  be  done  fpeedily,  with  Facility,  and  at  no  great  Expence,  it 
would  undoubtedly  anfwer  many  excellent  Purpofes ;  it  would  employ  a 
great  Number  of  Perfons  of  both  Sexes,  and  of  almoft  all  Ages ;  it  would 
bring  Money  into  thefe  Parts  of  the  Britifh  Dominions,  and  prevent  its 
being  employed  in  the  Purchafe  of  this  Commodity  from  Foreigners ;  and, 
which  is  no  inconsiderable  Motive  to  fuch  an  Undertaking,  it  would  both 
quickly  and  effectually  excite  a  Spirit  of  raifing  Hemp  and  Flax ;  which 
Circumflance  joined  to  the  Cheapnefs  of  Living,  would  give  them  great 
Advantages  towards  gaining  fo  important  a  Manufacture.  It  would  be  in 
another  refpeCt  highly  beneficial  to  the  Weftern  Ifles,  Since  in  many,  more 
efpecially  of  the  fmall  ones,  the  Inhabitants  make  ufe  of  coarfe  woollen 
Cloths  for  Sails,  and  twiff  what  Twigs  they  can  get  into  Cordage.  The 
very  Precedent  and  its  immediate  Confequences  would  awaken  the  People 
to  Industry,  and  by  Shewing  them  what  Labour  would  do,  put  an  effectual 

End  to  the  Reign  of  Indolence. - But  to  proceed.  It  will  be  alfo  requisite 

that  Packet  Boats  Should  be  Stationed  between  thefe  ISles,  Glafgow,  Liver* 
pool,  and  Bristol  by  which  a  fettled  and  Stated  Correfpondence  would  be  in-* 
troduced.  Orders  conveyed,  and  Intelligence  received,  which  in  a  little 
Time  would  be  found  in  many  RelpeCts  highly  beneficial11.  A  Company 
or  two  of  Invalids,  compofed  as  far  as  poffible  of  Men  bred  up  in  their 

*  A  few  fuch  Schools  in  each  of  the  great  Ifles,  endowed  with  twenty  or  thirty  Acres  of 
Land,  to  be  manured  by  the  Boys  brought  up  in  it,  and  they  taught  to  read  a  plain  and  fuccinfb 
Syftem  of  the  Elements  of  Agriculture  and  Gardening,  would  at  once  lay  a  Solid  and  lafting 
Bafis  for  extending  ufeful  Science  and  real  Induftry.j 

k  One  School  in  each  Bland  of  this  Kind  would  be  Sufficient,  and  Children  thus  educated  at 
the  public  Charge,  might  be  deflined  to  the  public  Service. 

1  Smuggling  always  keeps  People  poor,  at  the  fame  Time  it  makes  them  diffionefh  Fair  Com-, 
merce  has  the  direCt  contrary  Effects,  and  if  once  put  in  the  Inhabitants  Power,  would  be  chear* 
fully  and  generally  embraced. 

m  They  know  the  Value  of  Salt  and  Caflc,  and  how  to  make  them  turn  to  account;  and  if 
thefe  could  be  purchafed  on  the  Spot  for  Hemp  and  Flax,  they  would  eagerly  raife  both  in  great 
Perfection. 

n  By  thefe  regular  Conveyances,  the  People  in  the  Ifles  would  have  various  and  constant 
Markets  open  to  them,  know  the  juft  Value  of  their  own  Commodities,  and  of  thofe  in  which 
they  chofe  to  deal,  in  refpeCt  to  which  hitherto  they  have  been  much  in  the  dark. 


Youth 
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Youth  to  fome  Trade,  Manufacture,  or  other  ufeful  Occupation,  fhould.  be 
fent  by  way  of  Garrifon  into  the  great  Ifles  0 ;  and  the  Public  might  em¬ 
ploy  annually,  for  a  few  Years,  a  fmall  Sum,  in  compounding  the  Debts 
of  Seamen  and  Artificers  in  Prifon,  on  Condition  of  their  going  and  fettling 
there  with  their  Families,  for  a  certain  reafonable  Termp.  Foreigners 
might  be  invited  by  a  general  Naturalization,  being  Proteftants,  on  Con¬ 
dition  of  purchafing  Land,  and  fetting  up  foine  Bulinefs  of  public  Utility, 
their  Privileges  to  be  void,  if  more  than  five  Years  out  of  the  Ifles,  and  not 
during  that  Space  in  his  Majefty’s  Service  q.  An  exclufive  Right  might  be 
allowed  to  any  Inhabitant  who  introduced  into  any  of  the  Ifles  a  Manufac¬ 
ture  unexercifed  in  any  of  the  King’s  European  Dominions,  for  the  Term 
of  twenty-one  Years,  or  for  Lifer.  AFifhing  Boat,  with  its  Equipage  and 
Nets,  might  be  given  at  the  public  Expence  to  any  Native  who  had  ferved 
feven  Years  in  the  Navy,  upon  his  marrying  and  fettling  in  any  one  of  thefe 
Ifles  s.  It  is  hoped,  that  all  thefe  Propofitions  will  appear  plain,  practicable, 
and  not  attended  with  any  exorbitant  Charge 


But  after  all  that  has  or  can  be  faid,  the  great  Point  in  refpeCt  to  thefe  Ifles, 
and  therefore  referved  for  the  Conclufion,  is  the  Fishery;  for  which 
it  is  allowed  by  our  own,  and  alfo  admitted  by  foreign  Writers,  that  they 
are  better  fituated  than  any  other  Countries  in  the  World.  They  have  the 
Sea  on  every  Side,  the  Ocean  on  the  North,  and  the  immenfe  Atlantic  on 
the  Weft.  They  have  the  Advantage  of  innumerable  Creeks  and  Havens 
on  every  Side,  fo  that  all  Winds  are  favourable  to  them  for  fome  Purpofe 
or  other ;  and  though  the  Currents  in  the  narrow  Seas  which  divide  fome 
of  the  Ifles,  render  the  Sailing  between  them  dangerous  to  Strangers,  yet 
even  thefe  Sounds  are  fafely  and  commodioufly  navigated  by  the  Natives, 
who  from  their  Habit  in  this  RefpeCt,  may  be  ftiled  Seamen  of  Nature’s 
making. 


The  peculiar  Fitnefs  of  thefe  Ifles  for  Fifhing,  is  not  confined  to  any 
particular  Branch,  as  is  the  Cafe  in  rnoft  other  Places.  They  have  the 

'  TIT  —  _  Ol 

0  This  would  be  at  once  a  very  cheap,  and  Experience  has  fhewn,  a  very  effectual  ‘ 
fpreading  many  pradtical  Improvements. 

p  This  might  certainly  be  done  with  more  Facility,  and  with  as  great  Besefit  to  the  State,  as  if 
they  were  fent  to  diflant  Colonies  in  America. 

s  No  Queftion  this  would  draw  many  well  fkilled  in  making  Nets,  in  the  different  Methods  of 
curing  Fifh,  and  in  feveral  Branches  of  the  Fifliery,  to  which,  for  want  of  Inftrudlion,  theie 
People  have  been  hitherto  Strangers. 

r  This  is  no  more  than  is  pradKfed  in  other  commercial  States,  and  has  been  formerly  with 
very  happy  Effedfs  in  our  own. 

s  By  this  Mark  of  Diftindtion,  the  Flame  of  public  Spirit  would  be  kindled  and  maintained, 
and  the  Service  in  the  Navy  confidered  as  a  Preferment. 

1  Thefe  are  intended  only  as  Propofitions  to  be  confidered,  and  if  any  other  Means  more  effec¬ 
tual  can  be  devifed,  they  will  and  ought  to  be  adopted. 

4  M  2  greateft 
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greateft  Plenty  of  Herring  in  all  Seafons,  early  and  late;  and  it  is  faid  (though 
there  are  fome  Grounds  to  doubt  it)  in  fome  or  other  of  the  large  Lochs  in 
the  long  Iiland  they  are  taken  through  the  whole  Year.  If  therefore  by  the 
Eftablifhment  of  Magazines,  as  has  been  before  propofed,  this  Fifhery  was 
once  thoroughly  lettled  amongft  the  People  here,  it  might  be  carried  on 
cheaper,  to  greater  Advantage,  and  with  a  moral  Certainty  of  continuing 
longer  in  our  Hands,  than  it  ever  did  or  can  do  in  the  Hands  of  any  other 
Nation,  flnce  they  have  been  forced  to  fupply  by  Art  and  Management, 
thofe  Advantages  that  are  here  the  foie  Gift  of  Providence  u. 

• 

Besides  Herring,  immenfe  Quantities  of  white  Fi(h,  flat  Fifh,  and  of 
various  other  Kinds,  abound  upon  thefe  Coafts,  and  may  be  caught  in  all 
their  Lochs.  To  mention  only  thofe  that  are  mod:  faleable,  and  consequently 
may  become  the  Objects  of  a  lafting  as  well  as  a  very  lucrative  Commerce  ; 
Cod,  Ling,  Turbot,  Skate  and  Mackrell  "g  all  0f  which  yield  large  Profits 
to  other  Countries,  and  can  be  taken  in  none,  either  in  greater  Quantities, 
or  greater  Perfection  than  amongft  thefe  Ifles. 

There  are  alfo  all  Kinds  of  cetaceous  Ffth,  from  Whales  of  almoft  every 
Sort  and  Size  down  to  the  Grampus. x,  as  alfo  innumerable  Quantities  of 
Seals,  and  other  amphibious  Animals ;  and  from  all  thefe  Train  Oil  might 
be  made,  of  which  the  Confumption  is  continually  increafing,  and  which 
therefore  is,  and  probably  always  will  be,  a  very  faleable  Commodity  ;  to 
fay  nothing  of  what  might  be  made  of  the  Skin  of  fome,  the  Teeth  of 
others,  and  the  Spermaceti  produced  by  one  Tribe  of  thefe  Creatures.  Any 
one  of  thefe  Fiflieries,  in  the  Hands  of  an  induflrious  People,  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  enrich  them,  and  fuch  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Ifles  would  cer¬ 
tainly  become,  if  by  proper  Encouragement  it  was  once  put  into  their 
Power. 

For  in  thefe  Ifles  Subfiflence  may  be  obtained  on  the  eafleft  Terms,  and 
might  be  fo,  if  they  had  ten  Times  the  Number  upon  them  that  they  now 
have,  confequently  Labour  is  and  would  continue  cheap.  Their  Situation 

”  It  may  be  Bid  (and  perhaps  with  Truth)  that  the  Advantages  made  by  the  Dutch  in  this  Filhery 
have  been  by  fome  Writers  much  exaggerated,  that  at  all  Events  it  is  now  much  declined,  and  that 
the  Swedes  have  lately  come  in  for  a  confiderable  Share;  but  this  makes  nothing  againfl  our  ef- 
tablifhing  an  Herring  Fifhery  in  thefe  Ifles,  becaufe  with  their  Advantages  it  may  be  effectually 
recovered,  and  as  effectually  preferved. 

w  In  the  North  Seas,  Turbots  are  taken  of  fo  large  a  Size,  as  that  one  cut  in  Pieces  and  faked 
fills  a  Barrel ;  the  Norwegians  dry  and  fmoke  Skate,  which  is  chiefly  exported ;  the  French  both 
dry  and  pickle  Mackrell ;  all  thefe  Methods  of  curing  are  certainly  praticable  here  ;  nor  would 
there  there  be  any  Difficulty  in  finding  Markets. 

x  There  have  been  lately  great  Quantities  of  Oil  made  from  the  Livers  of  a  particular  Kind  of 
Shark,  one  of  which  will  fometimes  yield  two  Barrels. 

enables 
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enables  them  to  procure  Materials  for  Boat-building,  and  all  other  Utenfils, 
as  alfo  naval  Stores  at  a  very  cheap  Rate,  and  they  need  be  under  no  Dif¬ 
ficulty  in  equipping  fuch  Veflels  as  might  be  requifite  to  carry  their  Car¬ 
goes  even  to  the  moft  difiant  Markets,  or  in  furnilhing  Hands  or  Pro- 
vifions  requifite  for  fuch  Voyages. 

To  fupply  thefe  Cargoes,  they  have  incomparable  Conveniencies  for 
bringing  their  Fifii  on. Shore  as  fall;  as  they  are  caught,  as  well  as  for  cure- 
ing  drying,  packing,  and  putting  them  under  fuitable  InfpeCtion,  into  the 
bell  and  moll  faleable  Condition  for  every  Climate,  and  for  every  Market 
where  Filh  either  now  are,  or  may  be  hereafter  in  demand  ;  and  their  Re¬ 
turns  might  be  carried  to  different  Ports  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  Ships 
be  laden  from  thence,  with  fuch  Commodities  and  Manufactures  as  were  re¬ 
quifite  for  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Illands ;  with  which  they  are  now  fur- 
nilhed,  if  furnilhed  at  all,  by  Ships  putting  in  by  Chance;  fo  that  the 
very  fmall  Trade  they  have  at  prefent  is  no  better  than  Smuggling. 

In  proportion  as  the  Benefits  which  mull  neceflarily  arifefrom  their  feveral 
Filheries  lhall  advance,  they  would  gradually  raife  amongll  themfelves  all 
the  Trades  requifite  for  carrying  them  on,  fuch  as  Sloop  and  Boat-builders, 
Rope  and  Sail-makers,  Twine- workers,  Net-makers;  Coopers,  &c.  y  ;  and 
all  thefe,  in  proportion  as  they  got  Money,  would  interell  themfelves  in 
the  Filheries,  in  which  they  would  be  great  Gainers,  even  by  the  fmallell 
Profit,  as  this  would  come  to  them  entirely  clear,  by  their  deriving  other- 
wife  a  competent  Maintenance  from  the  living  Prices  allowed  them  in  their 
refpeCtive  Occupations.  This  is  another  Reafon  for  fettling  this  Trade  fo 
effectually,,  as  that  we  may  never  more  be  rivalled  in  it  by  Foreigners;  and 
indeed  is  the  true  and  only  Reafon,  why,  notwithflanding  fo  many  At¬ 
tempts,  and  fome  at  very  confiderable  Expence,  we  have  not  been  yet  able 
to  prevail  fo  far  as  to  take  it  out  of  their  Hands. 

We  may  add  to  this,  what  was  not  infilled  upon  before,  in  fpeaking 
of  the  Commodities  already  in  their  Hands,  Kelp  and  Fern  Afhes, 
of  which  they  make  very  great  Quantities,  and  might  make  much  more, 
and  fell  them  at  a  better  Rate,  if  all  Degrees  of  People  were  intituled  to- 
the  EffeCls  of  their  own  Induflry  and  Labour,  and  could  have  recourfe 
to  open,  regular,  and  conltant  Markets,  where  all  Things  would  find 
their  proper  Value,  and  the  Produce  go  into  the  Pockets  of  thofe  from, 
whofe  Labour  it  arofe,  and  to  whom  alone  it  juflly  belongs. 

y  In  Holland  they  reckon  upwards  of  thirty  Trades  depending. on  the  Fiftiery;  and  it  was  by  this 
Management,  and  their  excellent  Regulations  in  relation  to  catching,  curing,  pickling,  packing,  and 
repacking  their  Herrings,  for  which  we  have  far  greater  Conveniencies,  that  gained  them  the  Repu¬ 
tation  they  are  in  all  over  Europe. 
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We  may  now  hope  it  is  fairly  and  fully  proved,  that  with  due  Attention, 
and  very  moderate  Encouragement,  thefe  People  might  be  put  into  a  Way  of 
becoming  ufeful  to  themfelves  and  to  the  State.  This  once  done,  the 
Improvements  before  mentioned  would  follow  of  themfelves,  and  we 
might  very  foon,  perhaps  in  half  a  Century,  expedt  to  fee  five  hundred 
thoufand  People  in  thefe  Ifles,  whofe  Confumption  of  excifeable  Commo¬ 
dities  would  produce  a  Revenue  of  at  leafi  as  many  Pounds,  and  their  In- 
duftry  add  twice  as  much  annually  to  the  public  Stock.  The  Profpedt  of 
this  was  the  foie  Motive  of  the  great  Pains  z  that  have  been  taken  in  this  Sec¬ 
tion  ;  and  may  Divine  Providence  profper  the  Britifh  Adminiftration  which 
fhall  carry  this  good  Work  into  Execution ! 

*  I  defire  to  be  underflood  literally,  for  the  Merit  I  claim  is  from  the  Pains,  and  not  from  the 
Perfe&ion  of  this  Article,  which  I  am  fenfible  is  very  incomplete:  For  living  at  fo  great  a  Dif* 
tance,  having  few  Correfpondents,  and  being  no  way  connedled  with  the  Inhabitants,  I  may  be 
mifinformed  as  to  Faffs,  and  of  courfe  may  be  miflaken  in  reafoning  from  them.  But  in  this  I 
am  clear,  that  if  thefe  Ifles  are  ever  examined  by  Authority,  they  wall  appear  in  a  much  better 
Light  than  I  have  placed  them. 


Section  V. 

# 

Part  I.  If! and s  of  Orlmey. 

THE  Method purfued in  treating  this  Subject.  Thefe  Ifles  were  certainly  inha¬ 
bited  in  the  earliefl  Times.  Who  thefe  Inhabitants  were  very  incertain.  The 
Opinion  is  that  they  were  Pills.  Whoever  they  were ,  fnbdued  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans.  Probable  that  the  mofl  ancient  Inhabitants  were  the  Papre  and  Peti. 
Thefe  were  conquered ,  and  in  a  great  meafure  extirpated  by  the  Norwegians, 
who  in  the  ninth  Century  erected  thefe  and  the  Shetland  Ifles  info  a  County 
dependant  on  the  Crown  of  Norway.  Eynar ,  their  third  Count ,  celebrated 
for  having  introduced  the  Ufe  of  Turf.  His  Defendants  in  Poffefjion  of 
this  Country  for  the  Space  of  five  Centuries.  At  what  Time  they  were  con¬ 

verted  to  Chriflianity.  The  Cathedral founded  and  dedicated  to  St.  Magnus, 
a  Count  of  Orkney,  and  confidered  as  a  Chriflian  Martyr.  The  populous  and 
jiourifljing  Condition  of  thej'e  Ifles  under  their  Counts.  The  Title  and  Poflef- 
fion  devolves  to  the  noble  Family  of  Sinclair.  The  Sovereignity  of  the  Orkney 
and  Shetland  Ifles  in  Confequence  of  a  Marriage  with  the  Princefs  Marga¬ 
ret ,  Daughter  to  Chriflian  III.  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway ,  transferred 
to  fames  III.  King  of  Scots.  He  obtains  the  abfolute  Pofeflion  by  the  vo¬ 
luntary  Cefjion  of  Sinclair  Earl  of  Orkney.  The  Town  of  Kirk wal  eredled 
by  him  into  a  royal  Burgh.  The  Manner  in  which  thefe  Ifes  were  governed 
by  Lieutenants  after  they  became  fubjedl  to  the  Kings  of  Scotland.  £f/een 
3  Mary 
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Mary  created  "James  Hepburn ,  Earl  of  Bothwell ’,  Duke  of  Orkney.  Robert 
Stuart  raifed  to  that  Dignity  by  his  Nephew  King  'James  the  VI.  His  Son 
Patrick  Earl  of  Orkney  beheaded.  The  royal  Revenue  in  thefe  IJlands  let  to 
farm.  Grant  of  them  by  way  of  Mortgage  to  the  noble  Family  of  Morton. 
That  Grant  reduced ,  and  the  JJles  reannexed  to  the  Crown  by  Adi  of  Par¬ 
liament.  Difj'olved  by  another  Adi,  and  again  granted  to  the  Houfe  of  Mor¬ 
ton.  This  Mortgage  declared  irredeemable  by  Adi  of  Parliament.  Account 
of  the  Bifhopric  and  its  Revenues ,  the  Number  of  the  Southern  IJles ,  and  a 
Defcription  of  the  mojl  remarkable  amongft  them ;  the  like  Enumeration  and 
Defer  ip  t  ion  of  the  Northern  Ifles.  A  general  Idea  of  their  Importance,  from 
Extent  of  Territory,  Difpofition  and  Situation  ;  probable  that  they  might  be 
rendered  of  much  greater  Confequence  if  the  Inhabitants  were  properly  en¬ 
couraged*  The  Nature  of  the  Climate ,  Seafons,  and  other  Circumflances . 
The  Soil  and  Produce  of  the  Orkneys.  Admirably  feated  for  every  Kind  of 
Fifhery.  Account  of  the  Temper,  Manners,  Cujloms ,  and  Employments  of 
the  Inhabitants.  Their  Number,  Commerce,  Circumflances,  and  other  Par¬ 
ticulars.  Several  Means  propofed  for  rendering  thefe  People  more  ufeful 
to  themfelves ,  and  to  the  Empire  of  Great  Britain ;  by  making  thefe  IJles 
the  Centre  of  the  Herring ,  White,  and  Whale  Fifhery ;  by  eftablijhing  in 
them  the  Manufadhires  requifite  for  the  carrying  on  that  Trade  ;  by  excite 
ing,  encouraging,  and  extending  their  Commerce  to  foreign  Countries ;  by 
eredling  a  Vniverfity  in  Pomona  or  the  main  Land,  with  the  Advantages  that 
would  attend  fucb  an  Inf  lit  ut  ion.  And  by  the  united  Companies  fixing  a 
Magazine  in  them  for  J applying  with  Eafl  India  Commodities  the  Hans, 
Towns ,  Germany,  and  the  Northern  Parts  of  Europe ^ 

WE  are  now  come  to  the  laft  Sedlion,  relative  to  the  Elands  that  de¬ 
pend  upon  Great  Britain,  and  which  by  proper  Attention,  and 
fome  necelTary  Encouragements,  might  undoubtedly  be  made  in  many 
Refpedts  as  highly  fubfervient  to  her  capital  Interefts,  as  any  of  her  more 
diftant  Colonies a.  In  order  to  render  this  important  Truth  more  apparent, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  give,  in  the  firft  Place,  a  fuccindt  Hiftory  of  thefe 
Ifles,  from  which  it  will  become  manifed,  that  they  were  not  always  in  a 
low  or  contemptible,  much  lets  in  a  deferted  or  negledted  Condition  b  -,  in; 
the  next,  it  will  be  requifite  to  enter  upon  a  fhort  Defcription  of  them,, 
from  which  it  will  be  no  lefs  evident,  they  are  Countries,  that,  though 

j 

a  The  Improvement  foliated  in  favour  of  thefe  difhnt  Provinces,  will  have  this  powerful  Motive 
in  Preference  to  Colonies,  that  they  are  already  peopled  ;  confequenuy,  the  beneficial  Effetts  ex- 
petted,  will  be  more  certain,  lefs  expenfive,  and  fooner  obtained.  Betides,  whatever  Advantages 
accrue' to  them,  will  immediately  and  conftantly  refult  to  this  Country,  of  which  they  will  then 
become  a  Part,  in  Confequence  of  thefe  Improvements. 

b  If  there  had  been  any  regular,  authentic,  and  comprehenfive  Hiflory  of  thefe  Iflands,  tl  is 
labour  might  have  tjeen  {pared ;  *3  there  is  not,  we  may  hope  it  will  be  acceptable. 

lon^ 
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long  flighted,  are  not  even  now  in  fo  low  a  State,  as  not  to  merit  our 
Attention  c-  and  laftly,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  art  Account  of  their  pre- 
fent  Situation  and  Circumftances,  and  alio  of  the  Number,  Condition,  and 
Occupations  of  their  Inhabitants;  from  whence  it  may  be  certainly  con¬ 
cluded,  that  writh  a  reafonable  and  timely  Degree  of  public  Notice  and 
fuitable  Affiflance,  they  might  be  brought  to  anfwer  the  moil:  valuable 
Purpofes  in  contributing  alike  to  the  Security  and  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
Britifh  Empire,  and  thereby  fully  compensate  whatever  in  their  prefent 
Condition  may  be  required  to  put  them  on  a  tolerable,  if  not  upon  an  equal 
Foot  with  the  reft  of  our  Dominions  d. 

It  is  altogether  impofiible  to  fay  with  hiflorical  Certainty,  when,  how, 
or  by  whom  thefe  Idands  were  fir  if  planted ;  becaufe  from  the  very  earlieff 
J\ccounts,  that  are  any  where  extant,  in  regard  to  Commerce  and  Naviga¬ 
tion,  we  find,  even  the  mod  dilfant  of  them  are  treated  as  Countries  that 
were  already  known  and  inhabited6.  As  fuch,  they  were  vifited  by  the 
Phoenicians,  from  whom  one  of  the  moft  Northern  of  them,  or  rather  one 
of  the  Shetland  Hies,  was  ffiled  Thule,  that  is,  dark  or  obfcure,  as  being 
then  probably  very  full  of  Wood  C  An  ancient  Author,  Antonius  Dioge¬ 
nes,  who  flourished  not  long  after  Alexander  the  Great,  wrote  a  large 
Work  concerning  them  g,  the  Materials  of  which  are  faid  to  have  been 
taken  from  Cyprefs  Tables  preferved  in  the  Tombs  of  Mantima  and  Der- 
celis  at  Tyre,  which  Work  is  indeed  loll,  but  an  Extract  of  it  is  flill  pre¬ 
ferved11,  and  this  is  Evidence  fufficient  to  prove,  that  the  People  of  Tyre 
were  acquainted  with  thefe  Iflands,  and  from  them  the  Knowdedge  that 
there  were  fuch  Countries  came  to  be  communicated  to  the  Greeks  h 

If  we  trufl  to  the  Accounts  of  later  Hiflorians,  they  will  infinuate  to  us, 
that  they  were  in  antient  Times  inhabited  by  the  Pidfs  or  Pights,  who  were 
a  Northern  Nation,  diflinguifhed  by  their  being  a  fair,  tall,  comely,  robuff, 

c  Thefe  Countries  flourifhed  formerly,  when  the  Manners  of  the  Northern  Nations  were  different 
from  what  they  are  at  prefent ;  by  adopting  therefore  a  new  Syflern,  they,  as  well  as  other  Northern 
Countries,  might  be  again  brought  to  flourifh  ;  and  this  new  Syflern  is  nothing  more  than  uniting 
them  really  and  effeftually,  inffead  of  partially,  or  rather  nominally,  to  the  Empire  of  Britain. 

d  By  this  Means,  the  Induflry  of  the  Inhabitants  would  be  better  applied,  and  the  whole  Pro¬ 
duce  of  their  Induflry  enter  into  the  Channel  of  general  Circulation. 

e  The  Egyptians  and  the  Phoenicians  addi£led  themfelves  firfl  to  Navigation,  the  former  turned 
their  Views  to  the  Indies,  and  the  latter  towards  the  North. 

f  Bochart.  Chanan.  lib.  i.  cap.  40.  All  the  ancient  Authors  fupport  this  Etymology,  by  the  Epi¬ 
thets  they  beflow  on  this  Ifland  wherever  fituated. 

g  G.  I.  Vofs.  de  Idiflor.  Grsec.  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  He  wrote  twenty -four  Books  of  the  incredible 
Things  reported  of  Thule. 

h.  Photii.  Biblioth.  mem.  166.  This  Work  is  alfo  mentioned  by  Porphiry,  in  his  Life  of  Pytha¬ 
goras,  and  by  Servius  on  the  Georgies  of  Virgil. 

1  Herod.  Clio,  cap.  1.  Diod.  Sicul.  lib.  v.  cap.  74.  Strab.  Geogr.  lib.  xvi.  p.  531. 
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and  warlike  People  k.  We  are  likewife  told  that  one  Belus,  King  of  Ork¬ 
ney,  invaded  Scotland  in  the  Reign  of  Eoganus  or  Ewen  the  Second,  by 
whom  however  he  was  defeated,  and  flew  himfelf  thereupon,  to  avoid  being 
made  Prifoner  h  This  would  fcarce  have  defer ved  to  be  mentioned,  if  there 
had  not  been  Authority  to  prove,  that  the  Name  of  Belus  was  actually  to 
be  feen  in  an  ancient  Gothic  or  Runic  Character  on  a  Stone  Monument, 
preferved  within  Memory,  in  the  Church  of  Birfa,  in  Orkney'”.  We  are 
alfo  told  of  one  Ganus,  a  Monarch  of  thefe  Ifles,  who  was  led  in  Triumph 
at  Rome  in  the  Time  of  Claudius  Caefaro;  but  it  mud;  be  allowed,  that  as 
on  the  one  Hand,  there  feems  to  be  no  juft  Grounds  to  rejeft  the  Autho¬ 
rities  by  which  this  Fad  is  fupported  j  fo  on  the  other  Side,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  reconcile  it  with  what  Tacitus  fays  as  to  the  firfl  Difcovery  of 
thefe  Ides  by  the  Romans,  when  his  Father-in-law  Agricola  commanded 
in  Britain.  At  that  Time  however  it  mud;  be  allowed,  that  they  were  well 
inhabited,  fince  he  aderts,  that  they  were  not  only  difcovered,  but  fub- 
dued  p.  The  Roman  Poets  boaft  not  a  little  of  the  Conqueft  of  the  Or- 
cadesq,  which  have  been  reckoned  by  fome  Writers  as  making,  on  the 
Dividon  of  the  Empire,  apart  of  the  Territories  of  Conftantine,  one  of 
the  Sons  of  Condantine  the  Great  r.  But  leaving  thefe  claflical  Guides  at 
this  Period,  we  mud;  now  have  Recourfe  to  our  own  Hiftorians5. 

At  the  Time  Columb,  or  St.  Columba,  fo  often  mentioned  in  the 
former  Section,  vidted  the  Court  of  Brudaeus  King  of  the  Pidls,  that  is 

k  Johannis  de  Fordun  Scctichron.  lib.  i.  cap.  29.  Langhorn.  Antiq.  Albion,  p.  275.  R.  Manic 
de  Antiquit.  Gentis  Scotorum,  lib.  ii. 

1  He£L  Boeth.  Hid.  Scot.  lib.  ii.  fol,  29.  who  calls  him  Balus.  Buchan.  Rerum  Scot.  Hid.  lib. 

iv.  p.  108. 

m  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Orkneys,  p.  no.  He  fays  the  Stone  with  the  Word  Belus 
upon  it,  in  odd  ancient  Characters,  remained  then  in  the  Church  of  Bird. 

n  Boeth.  Scot.  Hid.  lib.  iii.  p.  40.  Led.  de  Reb.  ged.  Scotor.  lib.  ii.  p.  99.  is  filent  on  this 
Head.  Buchan.  Rer.  Scot.  Hid.  lib.  iv.  p.  no.  declares  that  he  dilbelieves  the  Faff. 

o  Eutrop.  Rom.  Hid.  Brev.  lib.  vii.  cap,  7.  P.  Orolii  advcrfos  Paganos  Hid.  lib.  vii.  cap.  6. 
Bed.  Hid.  Ecclef.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  Thofe  who  mention  Suetonius,  as  faying  the  fame 
Thing,  are  milled  by  an  Error  in  feme  Copies,  wherein  Orcades  is  put  for  Stoechades,  which  are 
the  lflands  Hieres,  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Rhone.  But  the  great  Authority  is  Pomponius  Mela, 
who  mentions  the  Orcades,  and  who  flourifhed  under  Claudius. 

P  In  vita  Agricolce,  cap.  1,0.  Hanc  oram  noviffimi  maris  tunc  primum  Romana  Cladls  circumveda, 
Infulam  elTe  Britanniam  affirmavit,  ac  fimul  incognitas  ad  id  tempus  infulas,  quas  Orcadas  vocaru, 
invenit  domuitque.  Difpecla  ed  et  Thyle,  quam  hadlenus  nix,  et  Hiems  abdebit 

4  Juvenal.  Sat.  ii.  §161.  Cbudian.  de  Conful.  Honor.  Stat.  lib.  v.  Protrept.  ad  Crifpln. 

r  Polyd.  Virgil.  Hid.  Angl.  lib.  iii.  p.  67. 

s  Hed.  Boeth.  Scotorum  Hid.  lib.  fol.  vii.  128.  Polyd.  Virgil,  Angl.  Hid.  lib.  iii.  p.  79.  Bale 
defeript.  Brit.  P.  ii.  p.  186.  mention  Servanus  as  fent  from  Rome  about  the  Middle.of  the  Fifth 
Century,  and  confecrated  Bidiop  of  the  Orkneys.  He  certainly  preached  the  Gofpel  in  Scotland,  and 
in  thefe  Ifles.  For  we  find  a  Church  dedicated  to  his  Memory,  near  Loch  Levin  ;  and,  which  was 
their'Cudom,  the  People  of  Orkney  adumed  his  as  a  Sirname,  which  fubfids  to  this  Day  in  the 
Family  of  St.  Serf. 

V  oh.  I.  4  N 
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about  the  Middle  of  the  ninth  Century,  he  met  there  with  a  Prince  of  the 
Orkneys,  who  was  tributary  to  that  Monarch,  to  whom  he  recommended 
his  Difciple  Cormuc,  who  afterwards  vifited  his  Dominions t.  It  is  gene¬ 
rally  held  that,  together  with  the  reft  of  the  Pidtifh  Kingdom,  thefe  Ifles 
fell  under  the  Power  of  Kenneth  M‘Alpin,  who  eftablifhed  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  Scots  over  all  North  Britain  u,  by  whom  it  is  fuppofed  they  were 
retained,  until  Donald  Bain  gave  them  up  to  the  Norwegians;  from  whom, 
together  with  the  reft  of  the  Illands,  the  Succeft'ors  of  Malcolm  Canmoir, 
if  we  may  truft  the  Scots  Writers,  endeavoured  to  recover  them,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  prevail™. 

It  muft  be  admitted,  that  there  are  various  Circumftances  in  this  De¬ 
tail  that  are  very  far  from  being  clear,  and  therefore  fome  Notice  is  duo 
to  a  lefs  known,  though  not  lei's  probable  Account,  preferved  in  the  an¬ 
cient  Records  of  the  People  of  Orkney,  in  which  it  is  exprefly  faid,  that  the- 
Orkneys  (and  probably  the  Shetland  Ifles)  were  originally  inhabited  by 
two  Nations,  the  Papi  or  Paps,  and  the  Petia.  The  former  of  thefe 
pofleflfed  the  Northern  Ifles,  in  the  Appellations  of  fome  of  which  their 
Name  is  ftill  preferved.  The  latter  occupied  the  Southern  Blands,.  which 
were  from  thence  ftiled  Terra  Petorum,  and  the  narrow  Sea,  which  di¬ 
vides  them  from  the  Continent  of  Scotland,  Fretum  Petlandicum,  now  cor¬ 
ruptly  called  the  Pidlland  or  Pightland,  more  corredtly  the  Petland  Firth  K. 
From  hence,  with  fome  Degree  of  Probability,  we  may  colled:,  that  the 
Prince  before  mentioned,  with  whom  Columb  the  Apoftle  of  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Pids,  converfed  at  the  Court  of  Brudams,  was  the  Chief  of  thefe  Peti,, 
and  not,  as  he  is  generally  reprefented,  a  tributary  Pidifh  Prince  <\ 


*  Adamnan.  vit.  S.  Columbae,  lib.' ii.  cap.  42.  Bed.  Ecclef.  Hid.  Gent.  Anglor.  lib.  iii.cap.  4.  Jck 
hannis  de  Fordun  Scotichron.  lib.  iv.  cap.  2. 

u  Heft.  Boeth.  Scot.  Hill.  lib.  x.  Lefl.  de  Reb.  geft.  Scot.  lib.  iv.  p.  182. 
w  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Orkneys,  p.  115. 

a  This  ancient  and  authentic  Record,  which  is  a  folemn  Return  to  Eric,  then  King  of  Norway, 
by  the  Bifhop,  Chief  Ju (lice,  principal  Perfons,  and  Heretors  of  Orkney,  under  the  Seal  of  the 
Ifland,  bearing  Date  May  4,  A.  D.  1403,  reciting  at  large  from  their  Archives,  the  Defcent  and: 
Right  of  William  Sinclair,  the  then  Earl,  to  that  Honour,  was  in  the  Beginning  of  the  current 
Century  in  the  PofTeflion  of  Mr.  Robert  Norry,  Minifter  at  Dundee, 
b  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Iflands  of  Orkney,  p.  129. 

c  It  has  been  thought  (vide  Sibbaldi  Introduft.  ad  Hifl.  veteris  Scotiae,  p.  35.)  we  may  Iearir 
fomething  as  to  the  original  Country  of  thefe  Peti,  from  Herodotus,  Polym.  p.  182.  where  men¬ 
tioning  the  Tribes  of  Thracians,  in  the  Army  which  Xerxes  led  into  Greece,  he  fets  down  the  Peti, 
Cicones,  Biftones,  Sapaei,  Derfaei,  Edoni,  and  Satrae.  If  thefe  afterwards  penetrated  into  the 
Northern  Parts  of  Europe,  they  might  eafily  pafs  from  thence  into  thefe  Ifles.  It  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  as  fomething  tending  towards  a  Proof,  that  among  the  moR  antient  Families  in  thefe  Ifles,. 
were  the  BiRanes  and  the  Seaters ;  but  to  fuch  Conjeftures  we  ought  to  pay  no  great  Regard. 
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The  great  Country  of  Norway  was  anciently  divided  into  feveral  little 
Principalities,  governed  by  their  refpedtive  Princes  or  Chiefs,  called  in 
their  own  Language,  Fylkis  Konga,  and  Filed  in  the  Latin  Hiftorians  Phi- 
iarchi<h  Harold  Harfargre,  i.  e.  Haroldus  Comatus,  five  pulchri  comus,  that 
is  the  bright  or  fair-haired  Harold,  refolving  to  make  himfelf  foie  Monarch 
of  Norway,  attacked  thofe  little  Princes,  and  after  a  long  and  bloody  War 
reduced  mod  of  them,  and  forced  the  reft  to  fly  with  fuch  of  their  Follow¬ 
ers  as  were  content  to  be  the  Companions  of  theirFortunes  into  Iceland,  Fer- 
roe,  Shetland,  Orkney,  and  other  Iflands,  about  the  Year  875  c.  He  followed 
them  with  a  Fleet  and  Army  into  thefe  Iflands  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  and 
landing  firft  in  Shetland,  and  then  proceeding  to  the  Orkneys,  left  in  them 
a  conftderable  Force,  under  the  Command  of  Rongwald,  a  Nobleman  of 
diftinguiftied  Birth,  and  high  in  his  Favour,  to  whom  he  gave  the  Title 
of  Earl  or  Count ;  and  he  with  the  Norwegians  under  his  Command  fub- 

O 

dued,  and  as  the  Northern  Writers  fay  (which  is  perhaps  beyond  the 
Truth)  utterly  exterminated  the  ancient  Inhabitants  f,  bringing  in  con¬ 
tinual  Supplies  of  his  own  Countrymen,  at  that  Time  very  powerful 
by  Sea,  to  inhabit  thefe  Countries,  which  they  with  good  Reafon  efteemed 
better  than  their  own ;  and  thus,  if  their  Relations  are  to  be  relied  on, 
which  are  indeed  better  connected,  and  have  an  Air  of  greater  Probability 
than  what  we  meet  with  in  our  own  Hiftorians,  thefe  Countries  fell  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Norwegians  g. 

r  • 

Rongwald,  who  was  a  potent  Nobleman,  and  had  large  Pofleflions 
in  Norway,  made  a  free  Gift  of  thefe  new  acquired  Eftates  to  his  Brother 
-  Sigurd  or  Sward,  who  enjoyed  them  during  his  Life,  and  left  them  to 
his  Son  Gothurn,  who  furvived  him  only  one  Year,  and  dying  without 
Iflue  the  Earldom  reverted  to  Rongwald,  who  had  three  legitimate  Sons, 
one  of  whom  was  Rollo,  afterwards  named  Robert,  the  ftrll  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  and  three  Baftards,  the  youngeft  of  whom  was  by  his  menial  Ser¬ 
vant  h.  His  Name  was  Einar  or  Eynard,  on  whom  his  Father  beftowed 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  and  from  whom  ail  the  fucceeding  Earls  lineally 
defcended.  He  is  called  in  Latin  Einar  de  Cefpite  or  Einarus  Torffein- 

d  Angrimus  Jonas  Comment,  de  Iflandia,  P.  ii.  §  5.  Id.  de  Klandrcae  Gentis  primordiis  et  veteri 
Republica,  cap.  ii. 

e  Torfei  Hill.  Norv.  P.  in  p.  49.  Angrimus  Jonas  ubi  fupra. 

f  Rerum  Orcadenf.  Hill.  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 

g  The  Hiftory  of  the  Affairs  of  Orkney,  publifbed  by  Torfceus,  but  collected  chiefly  from  the 
Iflandic  Writers,  correfponds  in  this  RefpeCt  with  the  R.ecord  before  lhentioned.  It  clearly  ap¬ 
pears  from  that  very  curious  Fragment,  the  People  of  Orkney  had  great  Collections  of  valuable 
Pieces  in  their  Archives,  which  (if  not  removed  to  Norway)  are  all  diffipated  or  ddtroyed. 

h  Rerum  Orcadenf.  Idift.  lib.  i.  cap.  7. 
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arus’,  in  his  own  Country  Language  Torf-Einar  or  TurfFeid,  from  his  firft 
teaching  his  People  the  Ufe  of  Turf  or  Peat  for  Fuel. 

The  candid  Pleader  will  not  probably  be  difpleafed,  if  we  fubmit  to  his 
Judgment  our  Conjecture  on  fo  fingular  a  SubjeCt.  It  is  poffible,  that  the 
ancient  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Ifles,  wdioever  they  were,  might,  as  the  Britons 
were  accuftomed  to  do  before  the  Coming  of  Caefar,  make  ufe  of  their  Woods 
as  Fortreffes  or  Places  of  Strength,  to  which  they  retired  upon  any  Inva¬ 
lid!.  This,  it  is  likely,  occasioned  their  being  almoft  all  •  deftroyed,  by 
the  Norwegians,  who  afterwards  fuffered  no  fmall  Diftrefs,  in  a  Country 
rendered  colder  by  the  DefrruCtion  of  thefe  Forefts,  as  well  as  for  want  of 
that  Fuel  which  they  had  hitherto  fupplied.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder 
that  Eynar  fhould  be  fo  highly  celebrated  as.  he  is,  by  the  Illandic  and  Nor-r 
wegian  Bards,  for  finding  out  the  Ufe  of  Turf,  without  which  thefe  Iilands 
could  fcarcely  be  inhabited  in  their  prefent  naked  and  expofed  , Condition  k. 

His  Grandfon  Sward  the.  Second  was  the  firft  Chriflian  Earl>  and  his 
Great  Grandfon  Magnus,  being  barbaroully  murthered  by  his  Coufin  Ha- 
co,  from  an  ambitious  Defire  of  enjoying  the  whole  Patrimony,  came  from 
that  Circuftiftance,  and  the  Innooency  of  his  Life,  to  .  be  reputed  a  Saint 
and  Martyr  To  his  Memory,  Rolandus  one  of  his  Succeflbrs,  ereCted, 
dedicated,  and  endowed  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Magnus  m,  which 
was  enlarged  into  a  very  ftately  Building  in  fucceeding  Times,  and  ftill  re¬ 
mains  the  unqueflionable  Monument  of  this  FaCt,  as  well  as  the  great 
Ornament  of  the  Town  of  Kirkwall",  which  feems  to  have  derived  its 
Name,  as  well  as  its  Confequence  from  this  Structure. 

The  People  of  thefe  Ifiands  remained  fevera]  Ages  under  a  long  Succeffion 
of  thefe  Earls,  and  dependant  on  the  Kingdom  of  Norway  °,  under  a  very  eafy 
and  equitable  Conftitution,  the  Earl  living  upon  his  demefne  Lands,,  the  Bi.- 
fnop  and  Clergy  having  alfo  a  Support  fuitable  to  their  refpeCtive  Stations, 
and  the  Inhabitants  enjoying  a  lucrative  and  extenfive  Commerce,  which  en- 

i  It  was  thq  Cuftom  of  the  Norwegians,  and  in  thofe  Times  perhaps  of  all  the  Northern  Na¬ 
tions,  to  diftinguifh  their  Princes  by  fuch  Appellations. 

k  Rer.  Oread.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  p.  19.  which  agrees  alfo  with  the  Record  of  Orkney,  Angr. 
Jonas  de  Iilandia,  cap.  vi. 

1  Buchanan  fays  they  were  converted  to  Chriftianity  by  St.  Magnus;  and  in  Contempt  of  Epif- 
copacy,  would  have  us  believe  he  left  a  Cup  of  an  enormous  Size,  out  of  which  he  drank,  which 
at  his  Acceffion  was  prefented  to  every  new  Bifhop,  that  the  People  by  his  firJffc  Draught  might 
draw  an  Omen  of  his  Abilities  and  Adminiftration. 

®  Rer.  Orcadenf.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  25.  It  is  affirmed  that  Magnus  fuffered  April  16.  A.  D. 
1 1 10. 

n  Torfteus  conje&ures,  that  this  Town  was  In  the  ancient  Language  of  the  Natives ;  called 
Kirkinvog,  i.  e„  the  Bay  under  the  Church  ;  in  Latin,  or  rather  latinized,  Kircua,  or  Cracoviaca,  a3 
Buchanan  calls  it. 
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abled  them  to  build  and  maintain  many  Rout  Ships  p.  Of  the  Truth  .of  all 
thefe  Fads,  independant  of  Tradition,  Records,  and  Hiftories,  there  hill 
remain  vilible  and  indubitable  Teftimonies  relative  to  thefe  different 
Periods ;  fuch  as,  Places  in  which  large  Stones  are  fet  up  in  a  particular 
Form,  which  from  the  Comparifon  with  thofe  of  the  like  Kind  in  other 
Northern  Nations,  appear  to  have  been  confecrated  to  the  Worlhip  in 
thofe  early  and  barbarous  Ages  paid  to  Wodin  or  Odin  q ;  the  Pets,  Pids> 
or  Pights  Ploufes,  which,  now  overgrown  with  Earth,  are  of  a  very  ftrangc 
and  lingular  Structure;  the  Wart  or  Ward  Hill  in  every  Ifland,  on  which 
Beacons  were  placed,  to  give  Notice  of  Fleets  feen,  or  Enemies  landed ; 
the  Remains  of  Forts  and  Watch  Towers  in  almoft  every  Ifland ;  the  Ca¬ 
thedral  and  many  other  Churches  and  Chapels  ere&ed  after  thefe  People 
became  Chriftians  r.  Many  of  thefe  Eads  had  alfo  ample  Eilates  in.  Nor*-  * 
way  and.  Iceland,  and  held  likewife  the  Earldoms  of  Caithnefs  and  Su¬ 
therland  in  Scotland,  but  redding  chiefly  at  their  Palace  in  Orkney,  fpeni 
*ngft  of  their  Revenues  there;  which  contributed  no  doubt  to  enrich  their 
Subjects,  and.  increafe.  their  E/ieem.  and  Refpebt  for  thefe  Lords s. 

This  Succeflion  of  Earls  ended  in  Magnus  the  fifth,  to  whom, in  Right 
of  his  Mother,  fucceeaed  Malis  Earl  of  Strathern  in  Scotland,  who  held  the 
Earldoms  both  of  Orkney  and  Caithnefs.  This  Earl,  by  two  Wives,  left  five 
Daughters,  by  which  the  Inheritance  came  to  be  divided,  and  poffeffed  by 
different  Families,  till  at  length  it  was  again  united  in  the  noble  Eamily  of 
Sinclair  f,  who  were  in  Poffeflion  ;  when  by  virtue  of  the  Contrail  of  Mar¬ 
riage  between  James  the  third,  King  of  Scots,  and  the  Princefs  Margaret, 
Daughter  to  Chriffian  the  third,  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  all  the 
Rights  of  the  lafl  mentioned  Monarch  were  transferred  by  way  of  Mort¬ 
gage,  .redeemable  for  fifty  thoufand  Florins,  Part  of  the  Marriage  Portion 

0  According- to  this- Account,  which  for . thofe  Times,  feems  Efficiently  clear  and  confident,  the 
Norwegians  held  thefe  Ifles  593  Years. 

p  In  the  Hiftory  publifhed  by  Tor  feus,  there  are  many  fignal  Infiances  of  naval  Armaments,  and 
of  great  Refort  of  Shipping  to  thefe  Ifles. 

1  P.  Diac.de  geflis  Longobardorum,  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  01.  Worm.  Monument.  Danica.  Rer.  Oread. 
Hilt.  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  p.  19. 

r  Dr.  Wallace,  p,  82.  informs  us,  that  befides  the  Cathedral,  there  are  31  Churches,  all  built 
in  old  Times,  and  upwards  of  100  ancient  Chappels  in  thefe  Iflands,  which  he  obferves,  fhew  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Country  were  in  paft  Ages,  as  well  as  in  the  prefent,  that  is,  more  than  half  a 
Century  ago,  much  addicted  to  Devotion. 

3  The  People  in.  thefe  Times  had  good  Reafon  to  think  themfelves  happy,  their  Property  was 
fecure,  they  had  the  Protection  of  Norway,  a  friendly  Intercourfe  with  Scotland ;  their  Earls  lived 
magnificently,,  and  lived  amongft  them  ;  the  Church  was  rich,  and  the  Clergy  Natives  ;  to  which 
Were  added,  the  Benefits  attending  their  Situation,  a  free  Commerce  with  all  their  Neighbours. 

*  The  inquififive  Reader  may  find  the  feveral  Defce;;ts  of  thefe  Daughters,  fuccindtly  Hated  in 
the  Record  before  mentioned. 
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of  fixty  thoufand  Florins,  to  King  James ;  which  Contract  bears  Date  at 
Copenhagen,  September  the  8th,  A.  D.  1468  u. 

These  Illands  being  thus  transferred,  it  is  evident  that  King  James 
came  only  in  the  Place  of  his  Father-in-law,  Chriftian  the  firft:,  King  of 
Denmark  and  Norway ;  that  is,  the  Homage  and  the  Sovereignty  of  thefe 
Hies  were  yielded  and  made  over  to  him,  while  the  actual  Pofteftion  re^ 
mained  as  before  in  the  Earl  of  Orkney"'.  But  by  a  Tranfadtion  between 
the  fame  King,  and  William,  the  Son  of  Henry  the  Second,  Son  to  Henry 
the  firft,  who  was  Son  to  William  Lord  Sinclair,  by  the  Daughter  of  Malife, 
Earl  of  Orkney,  the  then  Earl,  within  lefs  than  three  Years  after  the  Cef- 
fion  of  thefe  Hlands,  had  a  Compenfation  given  him  for  the  Earldom 
by  the  Grant  of  Lands  then  in  Pofteftion  of  the  Crown,  in  the  County  of 
Fife;  in  Confequence  of  which,  the  King’s  Title  being  rendered  complete, 
thefe  Illands  were  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland  by  A£t  of  Pariia- 
menty.  James  the  third,  as  appears  by  this  Exchange  and  Annexation,  had 
a  true  Notion  of  their  Value  ;  and  that  he  might  promote  the  Welfare  of 
their  Inhabitants,  he  gracioufly,  and  at  the  fame  Time  prudently,  eredted 
Kirkwall  into  a  Royal  Borough,  and  preferved  to  the  People  their  Cuftoms 
and  Privileges,  and  more  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Udalmen  or  Freeholders2. 
They  were  governed  during  that  and  the  fucceeding  Reign  by  the  King’s 
Lieutenants ;  and  notwithstanding  their  Surrender  of  the  Earldom,  the  Fa¬ 
mily  of  Sinclair,  about  the  Y ear  1501,  obtained  a  very  beneficial  Grant  of  the 
Rents  of  the  Earldom,  which  they  enjoyed  for  many  Years3.  However, 
it  feems  they  were  not  content  with  this,  but  afpired  to  the  recovering  the 
entire  Pofiefiion.  To  make  this  as  clear  as  at  this  DKtance  of  Time  is 
pofiible,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  amongft  the  Reafons  which  determined 
William  Sinclair,  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Caithnefs,  to  refign  his  Honours  to 
the  Crown,  as  has  been  before  mentioned,  one  was,  a  Defire  of  fubftitut- 
ing  his  Son  William,  by  Marjory,  Daughter  to  Alexander,  eldeft:  Son  to 
the  Earl  of  Sutherland,  his  fecond  Wife,  to  his  elder  Son  William  by 
Elizabeth  his  firft  Wife,  Daughter  of  James  Earl  of  Douglas,  as  his 


u  Hid.  Oread,  lib.  ii.  p.  191.  where  the  Marriage  Contract  is  at  large  inferted. 
w  This  Earl  had  been  Chancellor  of  Scotland  in  the  preceding  Reign,  and  29th  of  April  1456 
created  Earl  of  Caithnefs. 

x  We  (hall  hereafter  have  Occafion  to  mention  fome  of  the  Motives  which  are  fuppofed  to  have 
determined  the  Earl  to  this  Meafure. 

r  This  Aft  of  Parliament  is  preferved  in  Haddington’s  Collections  from  the  Records. 
z  In  Norway,  this  is  Odel-right,  and  was  eftablifhed  before  the  Time  of  Harold  Harfagre ;  who, 
though  he  fubdued  and  extinguifhed  the  Petty  Princes  or  Chiefs,  went  no  farther  than  fixing  a 
Tax  (and  that  but  a  fmall  one)  upon  thefe  Freeholders,  (tiled  Odels-lkat.  In  order  to  enter 
thoroughly  into  this  Matter,  confult  Afta  Societatis  Reg.  Hafn..  tom.  ii.  p.  270. 

a  The  Quit-rent  referved  to  the  Crown  was  no  more  than  433  1.  6  s.  8  d.  Scots,  and  all  the 
reft  was  paid  to  and  enjoyed  by  the  Sinclair  Family. 
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Heir  in  the  Earldom  of  Caithnefs,  and  the  bed;  Part  of  his  Eftate.  This 
he  accordingly  did  and  notwithstanding  King  James  the  fourth,  in  1480, 
created  Henry  Sinclair,  the  Son  of  William  the  eldeft  Son,  Lord  Sinclair, 
and  declared  him  Head  and  Chief  of  his  Family,  as  in  Truth  he  wasc, 
yet  his  Son  concurred  with  George  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  the  Grandfon  of 
William,  in  whofe  Favour  that  Earldom  had  been  refigned,  in  a  bold  At¬ 
tempt  upon  the  Orkneys,  where  they  landed  with  a  conliderable  Force; 
but  the  People  of  the  Country,  being  headed  by  Sir  James  Sinclair,  then 
Captain  of  the  Caftle  of  Kirkwall,  a  Baflard  Son  of  the  fame  Family,  at¬ 
tacked  and  routed  them  at  a  Place  called  Summers  Dale,  on  the  1 8th  of 
May  1529,  when  the  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  and  about  five  hundred  of  his 
Followers,  were  killed  or  drowned,  and  the  Lord  Sinclair  and  all  the  reft 
were  made  Prifoners  <h 

This  Sir  James  Sinclair,  prefuming  on  the  Merit  of  his  great  Service,, 
procured  from  King  James  the  fifth  a  Grant  of  the  two  fine  Iflands  of 
Sanda  and  Eda,  upon  a  falfe  Suggeftion  that  they  were  only  Holms  fit  for 
grazing,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Reafon  that  Buchanan  has  left  them  out 
in  his  fhort  Account  of  thefe  Iflands,  on  a  Suppolition  that  they  really 
were  fo.  But  the  King  being  informed  of  this  Impofition,  and  exprefling 
a  very  high  Refentment  thereat.  Sir  James  was  fo  terrified  on  the  arrival 
of  that  Monarch  at  Kirkwall  in  1534,  that  upon  the  firft  News  of  it  he 
threw  himfelf  into  the  Sea  at  a  Place  called  the  Loup  of  Linknefse.  This 
Monarch  was  entertained  by  Dr.  Robert  Maxwell,  then  Bifhop,  during  his 
Stay;  and  having  compofed  all  the  Troubles,  he  carried  away  with  him  feme 
of  the  moft  fadlious  Perfons,  that  they  might  create  no  more  Diflurbances^ 
When  he  left  thefe  Iiles,  that  Prince  conceived  fo  an  high  an  Opinion  of 
the  Loyalty  of  the  People  of  Kirkwall,  that  on  his  Return  to  Edinburgh, 
he  granted  them  a  Confirmation  of  their  Charter  L 

* 

Soon  after  the  Attempt  before  mentioned,  he  granted  the  Revenues  of 
the  Earldom  to  James  Earl  of  Murray,  which  Grant  however  never  took 
EfFedtg;  but  the  Widow  of  the  Lord  Sinclair  continued  to  enjoy  that  be¬ 
neficial  Leafe,  which  has  been  mentioned,  to  the  Year  1540  ;  when  the 
Rents  of  thefe  Iflands  were  let  again  to  Sir  Oliver  Sinclair  at  two  thoufand 

b  This  appears  from  the  Charter  of  the  new  Creation,  dated  the.  8th  of  December  1476,  and 
the  Honour  Hill  remains  in  this  Line. 

c  Charta  in  publ.  Archivis.  *  *  * 

d  Mackenzie’s  Cohesions.  Hollinfhed’s  Hiflory  of  Scotland,  p.  317.  Dr.  Wallace’s  Descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  Iflands  of  Orkney,  p.  95. 

c  This  is  a  Promontory  to  the  North  of  Deer  Sound  in  Pomona,  and  the  Fadt  is  preferred  by. 
Tradition  in  the  Country. 

f  This  Charter  bears  Date  Feb.  8th,  A.  D.  1  53 6. 

8  Great  Seal  Regifter,  B.  26.  n.  25. 
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Founds  a  Year  h.  In  1565,  Queen  Mary  made  a  Grant  of  them  to  her  na¬ 
tural  Brother  q  Lord  Robert  Stuart  ;  which,  however,  was  revoked  upon 
the  Queen’s  becoming  of  Age  L  In  15.67,  the  fame  Princefs  was  prevailed 
upon,  not  only  to  make  a  new  Grant  of  thefe  Ifiands  to  James  Hepburn, 
Earl  of  Bothwell,  but  alfo  to  raife  him  to  the  Title  of  Duke  of  Orkney,  in 
Confequence  of  her  unhappy  Refolution  to  become  his  Wife1.  Upon  his 
Flight  and  Forfeiture,  they  fell  again  to  the  Crown,  and  in  that  State  con¬ 
tinued  for  fome  Years  m;  when  Lord  Robert  Stuart  reviving  his  Claim  on 
the  Grant  made  to  him  feventeen  Years  before,  and  making  ufe  of  that  In¬ 
fluence  which  he  had  over  the  young  King  James  the  Sixth  as  his  Uncle, 
and  being  himfelf  alfo  a  Perfon  of  great  Addrefs,  prevailed  at  length  fo  far, 
as  not  only  to  get  that  Grant  renewed,  but  alfo  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  Oc¬ 
tober  28th  1581,  got  himfelf  at  the  f^me  Time  created  Earl  of  Orkney11, 
But  in  a  few  Years,  for  the  Violences  and  Qppreflions  by  him  committed, 
that  Grant  was  revoked0,  but  renewed  again  in  two  Years,  upon  his  re¬ 
covering  the  Favour  of  his  Nephew  King  James  the  iixth,  and  two  Years 
after  that  confirmed  to  him  and  to  his 'Son  p.  In  1600,  Patrick  Earl  of  Ork¬ 
ney,  Son  to  Robert,  obtained  a  new  Grant;  and  being  a  proud  Man  and 
defirous  of  extending  his  Power  and  amafifing  Wealth,  he  treated  the 
People  foill,  that  upon  their  Complaints,  he  was  imprifoned;  and  even  in 
that  State  having  folicited  and  excited  an  open  Rebellion,  he  was  in  1615 
convi&ed  of  high  Treafon,  and  beheaded  4.  After  this,  to  quiet  the  Minds 
of  the  People  of  Orkney,  a  public  Proclamation  was  made  by  Authority 
from  the  Crown,  declaring  that  thefe  Iflands  fhould  never  more  be  dif- 
fevered  or  granted  in  private  Property r. 

Sir  James  Stuart,  afterwards  Lord  Ochiltree,  became  in  1614  the  King’s 
Farmer  General  for  thefe  Iflands;  and  in  a  few  Years  after,  the  Complaints 
againft  him  were  fo  many  and  fo  loud,  that  he  was  imprifoned5.  In  1624, 
the  then  Chancellor,  Sir  George  Hay,  had  the  Collection  of  thefe  Rents, 

h  This  fully  appears  from  the  Entries  on  the  Exchequer  Rolls  yet  extant. 

1  Great  Seal  Regifter,  B.  35.  n.  494. 

k  Ibid  B.  36.  n.  92.  A  Grant  being  at  the  fame  Time  made  to  James  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and 
his  Heirs  Male. 

1  Buchan.  Rerum  Scotic.  Hitt.  lib.  xviii.  Bpotifwood’s  Hiflory  of  Scotland,  Book  iv.  p.  203. 

m  The  Rents  during  this  Space  were  accounted  for  to  the  Treafury. 

n  Spotifwood’s  Hiflory  of  Scotland,  Book  vi.  p.  315.  Moyfe’s  Memoirs  of  the  Affairs  offScot* 
land,  p.  56. 

0  Great  Seal  Regiffer,  B.  37.  n.  414. 

p  Many  Complaints  had  been  continually  made  againft  this  Earl  Robert,  who  notwithflanding 
obtained  this  Grant.  Great  Seal  Regifter,  B.  63.  fol.  210. 

Spotifwood’s  Hiflory  of  Scotland,  Book  vii.  p.  521.  R.  Johnfloni  Britanicarum  Hift.  lib.  x.v. 

;p.486.  . 

r  The  Order  for  this  Proclamation  is  entered,  in  the  Regifter  of  the  Privy  Council. 

s, Privy  Seal  Regifter,  B.  82.  fol.  280.  Spotifwood’s  Hiflory  of  Scotland,  Book  vii.vp, -54*1.. 

but 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  649 

but  he  furrendered  his  Grant  three  Years  after1",  and  in  1633,  upon  a  very 
ftrong  Reprefentation  of  the  People  of  Orkney,  thefe  Illes  were  again  re¬ 
annexed  to  the  Crown  more  dridly  than  everu.  The  Rents  were  then 
let  by  Leafe  upon  fuch  Terms  as  the  Treafury  thought  expedient,  which 
were  fometimes  higher  and  fometimes  lower,  according  to  the  refpedlive  In- 
tereds  of  thofe  by  whom  they  were  obtained.  It  does  not  however  appear, 
that  the  People  were  very  well  fatisfied  even  with  this  Method ;  the  true 
Reafon  of  which  might  very  probably  be,  that  their  Trade  failing,  and  the 
Produce  of  the  Rents  of  the  Crown,  being  annually  carried  out  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  created  gradually,  more  efpecially  amongft  the  meaner  Sort  of  People, 
an  extreme,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  a  general  Poverty,  the  molt  natural 
Source  of  popular  Difcontents. 

At  length,  A.  D.  1643,  the  then  Earl  of  Morton  procured  a  Grant  of 
thefe  Idands,  to  himfelf  and  to  his  Heirs,  with  the  whole  Jurifdidions  and 
Regalities  to  them  belonging,  in  the  Nature  of  a  Mortgage,  redeemable  upon 
the  Payment  of  thirty  thoufand  Pounds  derlingw,  which  he  enjoyed  dur¬ 
ing  his  Life,  and  retiring  thither  in  the  Time  of  the  Troubles,  finilhed  it 
there  *.  His  Family  was  difpodeded  by  Cromwell,  who  caufed  a  fmali 
Fort  to  be  ereded  at  Kirkwall,  and  placed  a  Garrifon  there  to  fecure  the 
Idands  againd  the  Attempts  of  Foreigners  y.  After  the  Redoration,  the 
then  Earl  of  Morton  refumed  the  Podedion  j  but  from  an  Apprehendon 
that  by  the  general  Revocation,  thefe  Ides  were  again  devolved  to  the 
Crown2,  a  new  Grant  by  way  of  Mortgage,  was  in  1662  obtained  from 
King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Grandifon,  in  trud  for  the 
Support  of  the  Family  of  Morton3.  But  in  1669,  both  this  and  the  for¬ 
mer  Grant  were  reduced,  in  the  Stile  of  the  Scots  Law,  that  is,  declared 
null  and  void,  by  Decree  of  the  Court  of  Sedion  b,  and  the  Ides  of  Orkney 
and  Shetland  once  more  annexed  to  the  Crown  by  a  very  drid  Ad:  of 
Parliament  c. 

The  Rents  were  from  this  Time  let  as  they  formerly  had  been,  upon 
Leafe,  particularly  in  the  Year  1671,  to  George  Scot  d,  for  the  annual 

1  Great  Seal  Regifter,  B.  50.  n.  353.  At  the  high  Rent  of  40,000  Marks  Scots. 

u  Aft.  10.  P.  i.  Car.  i. 

w  Great  Seal  Regifter,  B  $7.  n.  334. 

x  He  died,  7th  of  Auguft,  1648,  in  the  66th  Year  of  his  Age.  Simpfon’s  Collections. 

y  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Iflands  of  Orkney,  p.  79. 

r  Act  53.  P.  i.  Car.  ii.  Aft  8 .  Self.  2.  P.  i.  Car.  ii. 

3  Great  Seal  Regirter,  1660 — 1671.  n  214, 

b  This  Decree,  at  the  Inftance  of  Sir  John  Niibet  of  Dirleton,  the  King’s  Advocate,  bears  Date 
15th  February  1669. 

c  Aft  13.  Car.  ii.  Pari.  2,  parted  December  17th  1669,  by  which  Orkney  and  Shetland  arc 
erefied  into  a  Ste warty. 

d  When  no  Leafe  fubfirted,  as  was  the  Cafe,  A.  D.  1691,  the  .Rents  were  collected  by  the 
Crown’s  Chamberlain,  who  accounted  to  the  Treafury. 

Vol.  I.  4  O  Rent 
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Rent  of  forty  thoufand  Marks  Scots,  making  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
feventy-feven  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  fix  Pence  flerling,  and  in  like 
Manner,  at  different  Rates  to  different  Perfons,  by  the  Treafury  in  Scotland, 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Crown,  the  Revenues  of  the  Bifhopric,  on  theRe-ef- 
tabliflinient  of  Epifcopacy,  being  reflored  to  Dr.  Thomas  St.  Serf,  the  then 
Bifhop  c  ;  until  at  the  Revolution,  a  Change  was  made  in  the  ecclefiaflical 
Eftablifhment,  and  then  the  Bifhop’s  Rents  reverted  to  the  Crown  b 

In  1707,  after  repeated  Applications  to  Parliament,  in  reference  to  the 
Manner  in  which  the  Grant  to  the  Earl  of  Morton  had  been  reduced, 
James  then  Earl  of  Morton  procured  a  frefh  Diffolution  of  thefe  Jfles, 
in  the  Scots  Parliament,  and  a  new  Grant,  fubjed:  to  a  Fue  Duty  of  five 
hundred  Pounds  flerling,  per  Annum,  to  himfelf  and  his  Heirs,  in  the 
old  Form  of  a  Mortgage,  redeemable  on  the  Payment  of  thirty  thoufand 
Pounds  flerling  g.  A.  D.  1742,  by  a  private  Ad,  palled  in  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  this  Grant  was  madeabfolute  and  irredeemable,  which  is 
the  prefent  State  of  thefe  Iflands  h.  The  grofs  Rent  of  which,  according  to 
an  Account  given  by  the  Earl  himfelf,  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  fixty-fix  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  eleven  Pence  Scots,  or  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  fifty-fix  Pounds  one  Shilling  flerling,  and  the  neat  Produce 
twenty  thoufand  Pounds  Scots,  or  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty-fix  Pounds 
thirteen  Shillings  and  four  Pence  flerling  b  In  confequence  of  the  Ad  of  Par¬ 
liament,  paffed  in  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefly  King  George  the  Second, 
for  abolifhing  heretable  Jurifdidions  in  North  Britain,  the  Earl  of  Morton 
received  feven  thoufand  two  hundred  Pounds  k  ;  but  whether  the  Whole  of 
this  Sum,  or  if  not,  what  Part  thereof,  was  on  account  of  his  Interefl  in 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  does  not  appear. 

Besides  the  Crown  Lands,  his  Lord  (hip  has  likewife  a  Grant  of  the 
Lands  belonging  to  the  Bilhopric  of  Orkney  b  In  the  Times  of  Popery, 

e  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Iflands  of  Orkney,  p.  103. 

f  Aft  Hi.  Par.  i.  William  and  Mary.  A <51  v.  Sefflon  ii.  Par.  i.  William  and  Mary.  Aft  xxix. 
and  xxxii.  of  the  fame  Seffions  and  Parliament. 

s  This  was  a  private  Aft,  paffed  in  the  4th  Seflion  of  the  ill  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

h  That  is,  in  regard  to  the  Crown  Rent,  now  received  from  the  Inhabitants. 

i  Earl  of  Morton’s  Memorial,  in  the  Caufe  between  his  Lordfhip  and  the  Earl  of  Galloway  and 
others,  12  June  1758,  p.  11. 

k  Stat.  20  Geo  II.  cap.  43.  §  1.  See  alfo  the  authentic  Lift  of  the  Sums  adjudged  and  paid  to 
the  Claimants  under  that  Aft. 

1  As  thefe  Bifhops  received  their  Education  in  fome  other  Country,  and  were  almoft  equally 
connected  with  Norway  and  Scotland,  this  obliged  them  to  cultivate  their  Underftandings,  and  to 
gain  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  both  Courts,  that  they  might  be  the  better  able  to  fupport  their  own 
laterefts,  and  thofe  of  their  See ;  and  fome  of  them  alfo  (the  Times  confidered)  were  Men  of 

Learning. 
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this  See  was  of  very  confiderable  Value;  and  the  Prelates  who  fiit  there, 
were  many  of  them  Men  of  very  diftinguiffied  Abilities  m,  and  of  fuch  Cre¬ 
dit,  as  to  be  frequently  intruded  with  the  Government  of  the  Country  n, 
employed  in  foreign  Embaf]ies°,  and  advanced  to  civil  Offices,  by  which 
they  accumulated  Wealth,  no  fmall  Part  of  which  they  laid  out  in  eiif- 
belliffiing  their  Cathedral,  in  building  and  improving  their  Palaces,  and 
in  the  Support  of  other  public  Ufes  p.  At  the  Time  of  the  Reformation, 
Biffiop  Bothwell  exchanged  the  Temporality  of  this  Biffiopric  with  Lord 
Robert  Stuart,  for  the  Abbey  of  Holy-rood  Houfe  (1 ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  that  Nobleman,  and  his  Son  Patrick,  enjoyed  the  Revenues  of  the 
Biffiopric  as  well  as  the  Earldom  of  Orkney r.  In  1614,  all  the  Lands  of 
the  Biffiopric  and  Ecclefiaftics  were  religned  to  the  Crown  ;  in  Conlidera- 
tion  of  which,  King  James  the  fixths  granted  back  a  fufficient  Subfiftence 
to  the  Biffiop  and  Clergy,  exempting  the  Lands  fo  granted  from  the 
Power  of  the  Earl  and  his  Officers,  and  allowing  the  Biffiop  to  appoint  a 
Sheriff  and  other  Officers  of  his  own,  and  granting  him  likewife  the  Pa¬ 
tronage  of  all  the  Benefices  L  In  1653,  the  Value  of  thefe  Lands  was 
about  ten  thoufand  Pounds  Scots  per  Annum,  and  a  third  Part  being  de¬ 
duced  for  Miniflers  Stipends,  and  the  Remainder,  which  was  the  clear 
Rent  of  the  Bilhopric,  amounting  to  above  five  hundred  Pounds  fierling,  was 
then,  by  Grant  from  the  governing  Powers,  enjoyed  by  the  City  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  u.  After  the  Refloration  they  were  again  fettled  upon  the  Biffiop, 
and  after  the  Revolution  annexed  to  the  Crown.  His  Lordffiip,  as  has  been 


m  See  the  Memorial  before  cited,  p.  15. 

n  Eric,  Heir  apparent  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  A.  D.  4422,  appointed  Thomas  Bifhop 
of  Orkney  Governor  of  the  Earldom.  Hift.  Oread,  lib.  ii.  p.  1 78.  William  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  and 
his  SuccefTor  Andrew,  had  the  Collection  of  Crown  Revenues  from  A.  D.  1474  to  A.  D.  1501. 
A  Commiffion  was  granted  by  the  Privy  Council  to  George  Graham,  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  10th  May 
1620,  to  inquire  into  and  redrefs  Grievances  in  Shetland. 

0  William  Tulloch,  Biffiop  of  Orkney,  had  a  great  Share  in  negotiating  the  Treaty  of  Marriage 
between  James  the  third,  and  the  Princefs  Margaret  of  Norway.  Bifhop  Reid  was  in  great  Credit 
with  James  the  fifth,  who  fent  him  on  feveral  Embaflies,  and  after  his  Death,  he  attended  his 
Daughter  Mary  into  France,  when  fhe  went  to  marry  the  Dauphin.  Bifhop  Bothwell  was  often 
fent  to  negotiate  public  Affairs  in  England,  and  was  alfo  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  College  of 
Juftice. 

p  This  plainly  fnews  how  much  the  People  and  Country  were  benefited  by  thefe  Eftabliffiments, 
and  accounts  for  their  Decline,  when  thofe  who  enjoy  the  Profits  of  thole  Eftablifhments  refkie 
no  longer  amongft  them. 

s  The  Son  of  this  Bifhop,  who  was  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  College  of  Juftice,  was  by 
James  the  fixth  created  Lord  Holy-rood  Houfe,  20th  December,  A.  D.  1607. 

r  To  which  Patrick  had  no  Colour  of  Right ;  and  yet  it  was  not  till  after  his  Death,  that  Bi¬ 
fhop  Law  obtained  quiet  PofTeffion  of  the  Lands  belonging  to  his  See. 

s  In  A.  D.  1612,  an  ACt  of  Parliament  palled,  appointing  Commiflioners  to  fettle  this  Ex¬ 
change,  which  two  Years  after  was  completed. 

1  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Iflands  of  Orkney,  p.  10 1. 

u  The  Rental  of  the  Biffiopric,  A.  D.  1653,  was  6796 1.  16  s.  4d.  Scots,  or  566 1.  3  s.  1  d.  ftcr- 
ling.  As  to  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  fee  Wallace,  p.  102. 

4  O  2  laid, 
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faid,  enjoys  them  by  a.  Grant,  but  fubjedt  to  fuch  Deductions,  that  it  is- 
thought  they  do  not  amount  to  above  half  the  Sum  before  mentioned. 

Besides  the  Crown  Rents,  thofe  of  the  Earldom  and-Bifhopric,  the  Earl 
of  Morton  has  alfo  a  temporary  Grant  of  the  Rights  of  Admiralty.  The  Ad¬ 
miralty  of  the  Mands  of  Orkney  and  Shetland  was  always  didindt  and  feparate 
from  that  of  Scotland,  and  held  not  to  be  included  in  the  Grant  to  the  Family 
of  Lenox  w,  any  more  than  the  Power  of  juftice  General,  then  in  the  Family 
of  Argyle,  which  never  extended  thither.  As  to  the  Cuftoms,  in  antient 
Times  they  were  far  from  being  inconliderable  as  fome  have  fuppofed ;  for 
while  governed  by  their  own  Earls,  and  even  after  they  were  ceded  to  the 
Kings  of  Scotland,  there  was  a  great  Refort  of  Shipping  to  them  from-  Hol¬ 
land,  Zealand,  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  Embden,  Roftock,  and  other  Places  x. 
The  Duties  impofed  for  Licence  to  fifh  on  the  Goads,  were  derived  from, 
as  they  had  always  been  afferled  by,  the  Kings  of  Norway  y,  and  were  ac¬ 
tually  paid  to  the  Kings  of  Scotland  while  it  remained  a  feparate  Kingdom 
which  Rights  were  ftrenuoufly  maintained  by  James  the  fixth,  and  Charles, 
the  firffc  and  are  here  mentioned  to  drew  the  great  Importance  of  thefe. 
Ides ;  to  the  Defcription  of  which  we  will  now  proceed.. 

In  Ptolemy’s  Geography,  the  mod  Northern  Promontory  of  the  Conti¬ 
nent  of  Britain  is  called  Tarvedrum,  and  Orcas  a ;  whether  in  reality  thefe 
Names  belong  to  two  Capes,  or  to  one,  and  by  what  Names  they  are,  or 
it  is  now  called,  would  be  no  eafy  Talk  to  fettle.  But  from  Cape  Orcas, 
the  Idands  oppodte  to  it,  are  with  great  Probability  fuppofed  to  have  been 
called  Orcades,  Orcad-eys,  i.  e.  Ides  off,  or  oppodte  to  Cape  Orcas,  corruptly 
Orkneys  L  Camden  thinks  they  were  fo  Filed  from  ar  or  or ,  which  in  the  old 
Britidi  dgnided  over  againd,  and  Cat ,  that  is  the  Point  of  the  Catti ,  or  People 
of  Caithnefs  c.  Baxter  derives  it  from  or  or  gor ,  two  Britifh  Words,  which 
he  takes  in  the  fame  Senfe  with  Camden,  and  Cad ,  which  is  as  much  as  to 

w  Dirleton’s  Doubts  and  Queftions,  p.  286 — 288.  Sir  James  Steuart’s  Doubts  and  Quef- 
tions  in  the  Law  of  Scotland  refolved  and  anfwered,  p.  473. 

x  The  Truth  of  this  appears  from  the  Hiftory  published  by  Torfoeus,  by  the  Books  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  by  Commiffions  for  determining  Difputes  on  this  Subjeft. 

y  Joh.  Pontan.  Difcuf.  Hi  ft.  lib.  i.  cap.  21.  Jo.  Loccenius,  de  Jure  Maritimo,  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 
Seldeni  Mare  Claufum,  lib.  ii.  cap.  31. 

z  Wei  wood’s  Dominion  of  the  Sea,  chap.  iii.  Selden  as  before  cited.  The  Appendix  to  the. 
Englifh  Tranflation  of  Mare  Claufum,  printed  by  Authority  of  the  Parliament,  A.  D.  1652. 
a  In  fome  MSS.  of  Ptolomy,  we  read  Tarvedufne  five  Horcas. 

b  This  feems  very  fatisfaftory,  if  we  confider  Orcas  as  a  Word  framed  from  the  Name 
given  to  the  Promontory  by  the  Natives.  In  the  Iflandic,  which  many  think  was  their  Lan¬ 
guage,  Ork  fignifies  Strength,  and  makes  Orka  in  the  Plural,  which  might  give  Name  to  the 
Cape,  from  the  drong  and  rapid  Tides  between  it  and  the  oppofite  Iflands, 

c  Britan,  p.  848.  very  ingenious,  and  very  probable,  if  there  had  been  no  Cape  Orcas  ;  for  this 
Reafon,  the  former  is  more  like  to  be  the  Truth, 

2  fay 
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fay  Head  or  Promontory  d.  As  to  the  fanciful  Derivations  from  air  old 
Gothic  Prince  whofe  Name  was  Erkor  Ork,  or  from  the  Old  Scandinavian' 
Ear  and  Kyn,  i.  e.  an  Offspring  of  Honour;  they  are  in  Truth  hardly 
worth  mentioning  e. 


The  Number  of  them,  if  we  werefolely  to  depend  upon  antient  Authors, 
is  very  uncertain.  Pomponius  Mela,  who  calls  them  Orchades,  fays,  there 
were  thirty  of  them  L  Pliny  makes  them  forty  8.  Ptolomy  reckons  them 
thirty  h.  Orolius  and  Ifidore  fay,  there  were  thirteen  inhabited,  and  twenty 
defart  Ky  Solinus  fpeaks  of  them  as  deftitute  of  Wood,  and  overgrown  with 
Rufhes  k.  John  Fordun  fays,  that  all  together  they  make  upwards  of  two 
hundred,  and  that  more  than  forty  of  them,  in  his  Time,  many  Years  before 
the  Ceffion  to  Scotland,  were  inhabited  h  Boethius  fays  nothing  upon  this 
Head  at  all;  and,  indeed,  nothing  he  fays  about  them  deferves  to  be  regarded. 
J.  Ferrerius,  a  Piedmontefe,  who  continued  his  Pliftory  from  Materials  fur-* 
nifhed  by  Henry  Sinclair,  Bifhop  of  Rofs,  fixes  the  Number  of  inhabited 
Ifles,  as,  we  do,  at  twenty  eight  ®..  Buchanan  is  likewife  filen-t  as  to  their 
Number,  for.  want  probably  of  any  certain  Information  n«. 


The  Situation  of  thefe  Wes,  more  efpecially  in  regard  to  Commerce,  is 
very  commodious ;  they  have  the  Ocean  on  the  North,  the  Wes  of  Shetland 
on  the  North  Eafl,  the  German  . Ocean  on  the  Eaft,  Petland  Firth,  which 
divides  them  from  the  Continent  of  Scotland,  on  the  South,  which  Streight 
is  about  five  Leagues  over,  and  the  Great  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  Weft°. 
They  lie  between  fifty-eight  Degrees  forty-three  Minutes,  and  fifty-nine  De¬ 
grees  thirty-four  Minutes  of  North  Latitude  p. 

At 


d  Gloflar.  Antiq.  Britan,  p:  1 8 8,  189.  This  (if  the  Author  be  right  in  the  Britilh  Words)  is 
clearer  than  Camden’s  Explanation  ;  but  is  Rill  liable  to  the  fame  Exception,  as  it  cannot  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Cape  :  And  the  fame  Author  (Ptolomy)  fpeaks  of  Cape  Orcas,  and  of  the  files  called 
Orcades  ;  and  if  Orcas  was  the  Denomination  given  by  the  Natives,  then  Orcad-eys  was  clearly  the. 
Name  of  the  Iflands,  foftened  by  the  Romans  into  Orcades. 
c  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Iflands  of  Orkney,  p.  2, 
f  De  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  6. 

2  Hifh  Nat.  lib.  iv.  cap.  16. 
h  Geograph,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2. 

1  Adverfus  Paganos,  Hill.  lib.  i.  cap.  2. . 
k  Polyhift.  cap.  xxv. 

1  Scotichron.  lib.  i.  cap.  n.  fol.  21. 
m  ScotorumHift.  Appendix,  fol.  388.  b.. 
a  Rerum  Scotic.  Hill.  lib.  i. 

0  The  intelligent  Reader  will  eafily  dlfcern  from  hence,  how  happily  thefe  Ifles  are  fltuated  for" 
a  commodious  Correfpondence  one  with  another,  the  eftablilhing  Magazines,  the  carrying  on 
Filheries  of  every  Kind,  the  intercepting  an  Enemy’s  Ships  during  a  War,  and  maintaining  in. 
Time  of  Peace  a  moft  extenflve  Commerce. 

p  In  Mr.  Mackenzie’s  Map,  Longitude  is  reckoned  from  Kirkwall,  which  is  his  firfl:  Meridian.. 
But  in  other  Maps,  which  are  thought  to  be  very  exaft,  Kirkwall  is  laid  down  two  Degrees,  35', 

Weft 
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At  the  Beginning  of  the  lad  Century,  there  were  reckoned  feventy-eight 
Elands  cultivated  and  inhabited ;  and  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  each  of 
thefe,  fome  fmaller  Iflets,  producing  Pafture  for  Cattle,  and  Peats  for  Fuel, 
ililed  in  the  Language  of  the  Country  Holms ,  and  certain  fmall  Rocks,  which 
the  Natives  call  Skerries ;  in  which,  though  there  is  but  very  little  Grafs, 
yet  are  they  not  altogether  ufelefs,  as  affording  Shelter  to  vafl:  Numbers  of 
Fowls,  amphibious  Animals,  and  having  a  great  Variety  of  FiHi  upon  their 
Coafts  <].  This  Diviflon  dill  lubfids,  and  from  thence  refults  the  bed  Method 
of  defcribing  them,  which  we,  as  the  Nature  of  this  Defign  leads  us,  fhall 
endeavour  to  purfue  as  fuccindiy  as  poflible  r.  . 

Pomona,  or  the  main  Land  s,  is  by  far  the  mod  confiderable.  An  Idand, 
very  irregular  in  its  Form,  (hooting  Northward  about  fixteen  Miles  in  Length, 
and  about  nine  in  Breadth,  and  the  lower  Part  running  out  Eadward  thir¬ 
teen  Miles  in  Length,  in  fome  Places  four;  but  from  Kirkwall  to  the  op¬ 
posite  Sea,  not  above  two  Miles  in  Breadth  L  There  are  in  it  feveral  Moun¬ 
tains  and  Lakes,  particularly  that  of  Stennis  or  Stenhoufe,  which,  the  Size 
of  the  Country  conhdered,  is  of  large  Extent ;  but  the  greated  Part  of  the 
Illand  is  flat  and  fruitful  u.  Kirkwall,  the  only  Town  in  thefe  Elands, 
called  in  Latin  Cracoviaca,  by  the  Natives  Kirkwa,  dretches  near  a  Mile 
in  Length,  on  the  Ead  Side  of  a  fair  and  pleafant  Inlet  of  the  Sea,  which 
affords  a  fafe  and  convenient  Harbour  w.  The  Houfes  are  generally  well 

Weft  from  London,  five  Degrees  Weft  from  Paris,  and  two  Degrees  45  Minutes  Eaft  from  the 
Meridian  of  the  Lizard  Point  in  Cornwall. 

q  In  the  old  Scandinavian  or  Ifiandic  ;  ey  fignified  an  Ifiand  ;  Holm  a  more  modern  Term  for 
an  uninhabited  Illet;  and  Sker  fignifies  a  Rock. 

r  The  Authorities  on  which  this  Defcription  is'founded,  are  (1)  an  antient  Latin  MS.  intitled, 
Defcriptio  Infularum  Orchadiarum  per  me,  Jo.  Ben,  ibidem  colentem.  in  A.  D.  1529.  (2)  The 
large  Account  of  the  Orcades  in  Latin  in  the  fixth  Volume  of  Blaeu’s  Atlas,  p.  135.  (3)  Mr.  Robert 
Monteith  of  Eglefha’s  Account  of  them  (1633)  publifhed  by  Sir  R.  Sibbald.  (4)  Torfaeus  in  shis 
Rerum  Orcadenfium  Hiftoria.  (5)  Dr.  Wallace’s  Defcription  of  the  Ifiands  of  Orkney.  (6)  Mr. 
Murdoch  Mackenzie’s  Survey  of  thofe  Ifiands.  (7)  A  Defcription  of  them,  by  a  worthy  Friend,  a 
Native  and  Inhabitant  in  thefe  Ides,  who  very  kindly  compofed  it  for  my  Ufe  in  this  Work. 

s  Ben  writes  it  Pomonia,  and  explains  it,  the  Middle  of  the  Apple,  from  its  Situation  between  the 
North  Ifies  and  the  South.  Baxter  fays  it  is  latinized  from  two  Britifh  Words,  Pou  mon,  i.  e. 
parva  Patria.  In  the  fame  Manner  he  accounts  for  Main-land,  for  main ,  which  in  the  Britifh 
Language,  he  fays,  is  ilender  or  littte,  and  Main-land,  exiguis  Terra.  I  muft  own,  I  am  not 
fatisfied  with  this.  Pomona  was  probably  an  Appellation  unknown  to  the  Natives ;  and  Tor- 
faeus,  who  attempts  to  explain  the  Names  of  other  Ifiands,  gives  this  up.  But  in  the  Ifiandic  Lan¬ 
guage,  Magn  fignifies  Power  ;  and  the  learned  Dr.  Hicks  fays,  we  borrow  this  Word,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Phrafe,  to  ftrive  with  might  and  main.  The  Word  Land,  we  have  from  the  fame  Language  ; 
fo  that  Magn  or  Main-land,  is  a  Land  of  Power,  becaufeit  had  as  many  Inhabitants  as  all  the  reft. 

1  Biaeu  makes  it  24  Miles,  and  from  fix  to  nine  broad.  Monteith  agrees  nearly  to  thefe  Di- 
menfions.  Wallace  fays,  it  is  24  Miles  long. 

u  By  the  draining  this  Lake,  fuppofing  it  practicable,  fome  thoufand  Acres  of  good  Land  might 
be  obtained. 

w  Biaeu,  Wallace,  Mackenzie. 

5 
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built  of  Stone,  and  handfomely  dated ;  fome  of  them  are  very  fair,  both 
on  the  Outlide  and  within,  and  moft  of  them  have  little  Kitchen  Gardens 
behind  themx.  The  Number  may  be  about  three  hundred,  and  the  Place 
feems  to  be  increafingy.  The  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Magnus  is  fitu- 
ated  in  the  Center ;  it  is  a  large  and  beautiful  Structure,  built  upon  Pillars, 
in  the  Form  of  a  Crofs,  with  a  high  Steeple  z.  There  were  formerly  two 
Palaces,  one  called  the  King’s,  the  other  the  Bifhop’s  3.  The  Bilhop’s  See 
was  one  of  the  bed;  in  Scotland  ;  and  there  was  belides,  a  Provoft  or  Dean 
and  Chapter,  all  of  whom  had  fuitable  and  very  comfortable  Provifions  K 
King  James  the  third,  by  his  Charter,  dated  March  the  thirty-firfl  One 
thoufand  Four  hundred  and  Eighty-fix,  recognized  their  antient  Foundation, 
and  confirmed  their  Privileges,  to  hold  Borough  Courts,  eledt  their  own 
Magiflrates,  granting  them  weekly  Markets  on  Tuefday  and  Friday,  and 
three  Fairs  in  the  Year<\  This  Charter  was  ratified  by  James  the  fifth,  as 
alfo  by  King  Charles  the  fecond.  May  the  twenty-fifth  One  thoufand  Six 
hundred  and  Sixty-one  ;  and  all  their  Rights  effectually  confirmed,  by  an  Adt 
of  Parliament,  paffed  Auguft  the  twenty-fecond  One  thoufand  Six  hundred 
and  Seventy  d.  This  Royal  Borough  is  governed  by  a  Provoft,  four  Bai¬ 
liffs,  a  Treafurer,  Dean  of  Guild,  and  a  Common-council  compofed  of  fif¬ 
teen  Members  e.  The  Sheriff’s  and  Commiffary’s  Courts  are  held  here,  as 
alfo  the  Synod  of  the  Clergy ;  and  there  is  likewife  a  Cuftom-houfe,  and 
a  Poft-houfe  C  At  Birfa,  in  the  North  Weft  Corner  of  the  Ifland,  Robert 
and  Patrick,  Earls  of  Orkney,  built  a  large  and  elegant  Palace,  Part  of  which 
is  ftill  ftanding  g.  Befides  that  of  Kirkwall,  there  are  three  good  Ports  in  this 
Ifland.  Deer  Sound,  which  is  a  very  fafe  capacious  Bay,  at  the  North  Eaft 
End  of  the  Ifland,  in  the  Peninfula  of  Deernefs,  i.  e.  the  Cape  of  Deer,, 
a  pleafant  and  plentiful  Spot,  anciently  a  Foreft  abounding  with  Deer,  whence. 

x  MS.  Account,  Wallace,  Mackenzie. 

/  MS.  Account. 

£  Ben,  Blaeu,  Wallace,  &c. 

a  The  King’s  Palace  (as  it  was  called)  had  for  its  Founder  Henry  Lord  Sinclair,  Earl  of  Ork 
ney,  A.  D.  1379. 

*>  Bilhop  Reid  refounded  the  Chapter,  which  confined  of  a  Provoft,  an  Archdeacon,  a  Precen¬ 
tor,  a  Chancellor,  a  Treafurer,  a  Subdean,  a  Subchanter,  and  feven  other  Canons  or  Prebendaries. 
Wallace,  p.  83,  84,  85. 

c  One  about  Palm  Sunday,  one  at  Lammas,  and  one  at  Martinmas,  to  continue  each  for. 
three  Days. 

d  The  Title  of  this  Aft  may  be  found  in  the  Lift  of  Statutes  paffed,  but  not  printed,  Sef.  ii. 
Par.  ii.  Car.  ii. 

e  Mackenzie. 

f  MS.  Account. 

g  According  to  the  Tradition  of  the  Country,  this  Place  was  the  royal  Refidence  of  their  antient- 
Kings.  Over  the  Gateway  of  the  new  Building  was  this  Infcription,  Dominus  Robertus  Stuartus, 
Filius  Jacobi  quinti  Rex  Scotorum,  hoc  opus  inftruxit.  Over  his  Coat  of  Arms,  curioufly  carved  in 
Stone,  thefe  Words  were  placed  ;  fic  fnit,  eft,  et  erit.  Thefe  are  thought  to  havejbeen  prejudicial 

to  his  Son  Patrick,  when  he  fell  into  Misfortunes. 

9  • 
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its  Name'1 ;  Grimfhall,  on  the  South  Eaft  Side and  the  Bay  of  Cairfton* 
now  called  Stromnefs,  at  the  South  Weft  Extremity,  which  is  very  large 
and  fafe,  and  has  a  Village  of  the  fame  Name,  built  on  the  Eaft  Side  of 
.the  Harbour,  the  mofl  noted  and  the  bed;  frequented  in  the  Orkneys  k. 

The  South  Ides,  that  is,  the  Ides  lying  to  the  South  of  the  main  Land, 
are  twelve  in  Number,  viz.  Suina  or  Swinna,  Suda,  South  Ronaldfha,  Waes 
or  Walls,  Hoia  or  Koy,  Graemfe,  Cava,  South  Fara,  Ryfa,  Flotta,  Burra, 
and  Coupinlha  ;  of  feveral  Sizes,  and  very  different  from  each  other  in  their 

Soils. and  Properties1.. 

*  *  • 

Amongst  thefe,  South  Ronaldfha  is  one  of  the  mod  confiderable.  It  lies 
the  neared  of  any  to  the  Continent  of  Caithnefs ;  the  ufual  Ferry  being  be¬ 
tween  Burwic  in  this  Idand  and  Duncan’s  Bay  on  the  Continent  m.  It  is  in 
Length  between  feven  and  eight  Miles,  in  fome  Places  five,  in  others  fcarce 
two  Miles  broad,  producing  confiderable  Quantities  of  Barley  and  Oats,  as 
well  as  great  Plenty  of  very  good  Grafs  n-.  a  Vein  of  Lead  Ore  has  been  dis¬ 
covered  near  Grimnefs,  in  the  North  Ead  Part  of  the  Idand,  and  alfo  near 
Widewall  on  the  Wed  Side°.  There  are  fome,  but  not  many  Hills,  and  a 
few  fmall  Lochs,  and  two  very  good  Ports,  one  on  the  North  Side  called 
St.  Margaret’s  Flope,  and  the  other  at  Widewall  p.  Cod  and  Ling  abound 
upon  its  Coads.  To  the  South  Wed,  lies  the  little  Idand  of  Swinna,  re¬ 
markable  for  a  fine  Quarry  of  Slate,  but  dill  more  remarkable  for  two 
Whirlpools,  called  the  Wells  of  Swinna  S.  South  Ead  from  Ronalddia 
are  the  Pentland  Skerries r. 

The  Idand  of  Burra  lies  to  the  North  of  South  Ronalddia,  from  which 
at  is  divided  by  a  narrow  Strait  called  Water  Sounds.  It  is  four  Miles  in 

• 

In  Support  of  this  Tradition  we  are  told  of  Deers  Horns  being  found  buried  deep  in  the  Earth. 
Blaeu,  Wallace,  p.  59.  Ben  fays,  that  by  a  Storm  and  Inundation,  the  Roots  of  the  Trees  being  moif- 
tened,  and  their  Trunks  miferably  fhaken,  they  were  overturned  and  perifhed.  He  adds,  that  in 
A.  D.  1506,  a  Gold  Mine  was  difcovered  here.  Tradition  preferves  the  Memory  of  a  large.Wood 
at  Burnefs,  which  I  am  informed  has  been  verified  by  many  Roots  and  S  tumps  of  large  Trees  fecn 
in  the  Sand  on  an  extraordinary  Ebb  of  the  Sea. 

-  Monteith,  Blaeu,  Wallace. 

k  Mackenzie,  MS.  Account.  This  Port  was  vifsted  by  French  and  Spanifh  VefTels  more  than 
two  hundred  Years  ago, 

1  Blaeu. 

m  Wallace,  p.  3. 

"  Blaeu,  Monteith,  Wallace. 

c  Thefe  Particulars  as  well  as  the  Size  of  the  Ifland  from  Mackenzie’s  Map. 

P  Blaeu,  Wallace,  MS.  Account. 

q  Thefe  make  a  great  Figure  in  the  old  Accounts  of  thefe  Ifles,  but  Mr.  Mackenzie  has  -re¬ 
moved  all  Prodigies  by  explaining  them. 

r  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  Skerries  as  of  the  Whirlpools. 

8  Ben,  Monteith,  Wallace. 

Length 
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Length  from  Weft  to  Eaft,  in  fome  two,  in  others  one  in  Breadth  f ;  and 
efteemed,  for  its  Size,  the  moft  fruitful,  pleafant,  and  commodious  of  thefe 
Iilands,  as  abounding  in  Corn,  Grafs,  and  Peat,  well  furnifhed  with  Stones 
for  Building;  and  in  which  there  is,  or  at  leaft  there  was,  a  large  and 
profitable  Rabbit  Warren11.  Between  Burra  and  Pomona,  lie  Lamb  Plolm, 
fertile  in  Corn  and  Grafs;  Glumps  Holm,  affording  good  Pafture ;  and 
Hunda,  overgrown  with  Heath,  affording  Shelter  to  great  Quantities  of 
Wild  Fowl  v'. 

West  from  South  Ronaldfha,  and  South  from  Pomona,  lie  the  Ifles  of 
Hoia  or  Hoy,  and  of  Waes  or  Walls,  which  at  the  low  Ebbs  after  Spring 
Tides,  make  but  one  Ifland*.  Confidered  in  this  Light,  it  is  about  nine 
Miles  in  Length,  five  in  the  broadeft  Part,  but  in  fome  Places  not  above 
one  y.  It  is  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  Dumna  of  Pliny  z.  Hoy,  which 
is  the  Northern  Part,  is  the  moft  mountainous  of  all  thefe  Ifles,  the  Hills 
being  very  high,  and  the  Vallies  very  deep,  afford  ftriking  and  romantic 
Profpedts.  There  are  more  Bufhes  and  Birch  Trees  in  this  than  in  all  the 
Ifles ;  but  the  Soil  is  heathy  and  barren,  abounding  however  with  Game, 
particularly  in  Hares,  which  are  white  in  the  Winter,  and  which  Crea¬ 
ture  is  not  found  in  any  of  the  other  Iilands a.  There  is  a  Bird  alfo  called 
the  Lyar ,  taken  in  great  Abundance  here,  and  highly  efteemed  L  On  the 
Weft  Side,  is  a  Kind  of  natural  Fortrefs  called  Braburg,  anciently  held  to 
be  impregnable  Walls,  and  particularly  that  Part  called  South  Walls, 
is  flat,  fertile,  and  pleafant  d.  There  are  in  thefe  Ifles  three  good  Ports, 
Orehope,  Longhope,  and  Kirkhope,  very  fafe  and  commodious c.  At 
a  fmall  Diftance  to  the  Eaft  of  Hoy,  lies  the  little  Ifland  of  Rysa,  flat, 
fertile,  and  pleafant  fi  To  the  North  Eaft  of  this,  at  the  Diftance  of  about 
two  Miles,  and  nearly  the  fame  Diftance  from  Pomona,  and  North  from 
Fara,  lies  Cav  a  s,  another  fmall  Ifland,  in  a  Manner  overgrown  with  Heath, 

*  MS.  Account,  and  meafured  on  the  Map. 
u  Blaeu,  where  there  is  an  ample  Account  of  this  IHe. 
w  Ben,  Monteith,  Wallace. 
x  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith,  &c. 
l  MS.  .Account,  compared  with  Mackenzie’s  Map. 

z  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  iv.  c.  16.  Wallace,  p.  9.  Baxter  dollar.  Antiq.  Britan,  p.  108. 
a  Blaeu,  Monteith,  Wallace.  Hares  grow  commonly  white  in  the  Winter  in  Norway. 
b  This  Bird  was  known  to  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  who  calls  it  in  Latin,  Lyra,  but  has  not  de- 
fcribed  it. 

c  It  is  remarked  in  Blaeu’s  Map  ;  but  we  have  no  particular  Defcription  of  it. 

41  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith. 

e  The  firft  is  a  fine  Bay  towards  the  South  Eaft  Extremity  of  Koy  ;  the  fecond,  on  the  South 
Side  of  the  fame  He  ;  and  the  laft,  in  South  Walls. 
f  Blaeu,  Monteith,  MS.  Account. 

g  Ben  informs  us,  that  Cava,  or  Cavey,  fignifies  the  Cheefe  Hand,  from  the  great  Quantities 
made  there. 

Vol.  I.  4  P  which 
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which  affords  Shelter  to  Abundance  of  Wild  Fowl,  and  particularly  the 
<Ty/i,  fmall,  but  very  high  flavoured  h.  There  are  a  great  Variety,  and 
great  Quantities  of  excellent  Fifh  upon  its  Coaflsh 

Graemsa,  lies  in  the  Middle  between  Pomona  and  Hoy,  fcarce  a  Mile 
diftant  from  either  k.  It  is  a  very  pleafant  little  Ifle,  about  five  Miles  in 
Circumference,  furrounded  towards  the  Sea  with  fharp  and  fteep  Rocks ; 
within,  the  Country  is  flat,  and  fertile  in  Corn  and  Grafs.  Their  Peat  and 
Heath  for  Fuel,  the  Inhabitants  receive  from  Pomona ;  for  which  this  Ifle 
lies  very  conveniently,  as  covering  the  Port  of  Stromnefs  b 

Coupinsha,  more  properly  Coupmansea,  or  the  Merchants  Ifle,  lies 
direddy  Eaft  from  Pomona;  a  fmall  but  very  high  Ifland,  which  with  a 
Rock  near  it,  called  the  Horfe  of  Coupinfha,  ferves  as  a  Sea  Mark  for  all 
Ships  bound  from  the  Eaftward,  from  whence  it  received  its  Name01.  It 
is  about  a  Mile  in  Length,  and  fcarce  Half  as  much  broad,  and  no  way 
remarkable,  but  from  its  Situation  n. 

The  North  Ifles,  as  they  are  ffiled,  that  is,  thofe  lying  to  the  North  of 
Pomona,  are  fifteen,  Damfa,  Shapinfha,  Gerfa,  Vera,  Eglefha,  Raufa, 
Weftra,  Papa  Weflra,  North  Fara,  Eda,  Alhallow  or  Inhallo,  Stronfa,  Papa 
Stronfa,  Sanda,  and  North  Ronaldfha0* 

Damsa,  is  a  little  Ifle,  lying  at  the  Foot  of  Wytfell,  in  a  Bay  of  Porno** 
na,  about  a  Mile  or  fomewhat  lefs  in  Circumference,  plain,  pleafant,  and  for 
its  Size  fruitful  p.  There  flood  upon  it  formerly  a  Nunnery ;  and  there  is 
a  great  Holm  by  it  called  Grimfbutter,  which  is  very  near  as  large  as  this 
Ifland;  which,  however,  was  formerly  elegantly  laid  out  in  Meadows  and 
Gardens  (1. 

The  Ifland  of  Si  a  pins  a,  vulgarly  Shapinfha,  lies  three  Miles  North  Eaft 
from  the  Town  of  Kirkwall,  is  full  four  Miles  long,  and  near  as  many 

h  Blaeu,  Sibbaldi  Prodrom.  Nat.  Hi  ft.  Scotiae,  P.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  7. 

1  If  thefe  Ifles  were  more  populous,  or  their  prefeat  Inhabitants  applied  to  fifhing,  this  would 
be  a  Thing  of  Confequence. 

k  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith. 

1  MS.  Account. 

m  The  High  Land  made  it  very  confpicuous  to  Ships  coming  from  the  Eaftward,  as  the  Hill  of 
Hoy  was  a  Sea  Mark  to  thofe  bound  from  the  Weft. 

n  By  which  it  feems  to  be  wonderfully  well  difpofed  for  Magazines  of  Sea  Stores,  Salt,  Calk, 
Ne  s,  &c.  and  for  Refrefhments  and  Proviftons. 

0  Blaeu,  Wallace,  MS.  Account. 

P  Ben,  Blaeu,  Wallace. 

9  Monteith.  It  is  aflerted  that  no  venomous,  noxious,  or  loathfome  Animal  can  live  In  this 
Ifle. 

5  broad ; 
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broad  r;  it  is  fruitful  in  Barley  and  Grafs,  has  a  very  fafe  Harbour  called 
El  wick.  The  whole  Ifland  made  formerly  Part  of  the  Eftate  of  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Orkney ;  line  Lead  Ore  has  been  found  in  feveral  Places  on  the 
South  Coaft,  as  alfo  in  a  large  Holm  called  Helgar,  which  lies  near  it, 
covers  the  Port  of  Elwick,  and  affords  excellent  Pafture  s. 

To  the  North  Eaft  lies  Stronsa,  feparated  from  the  lad:  mentioned 
Ifland  by  a  Firth,  which  is  about  five  Miles  broad  * ;  it  is  leven  Miles  in 
Length  and  four  in  Breadth,  very  fertile,  and  abounding  with  all  the  Ne~ 
ceffaries  of  Life11.  On  the  South  Wed:  there  runs  out  a  Peninfula  called 
Roufholm  Head,  in  which  there  is  plenty  of  Peatw.  This  Peninfula 
forms  the  Wed:  Side  of  a  Harbour  called  Roufliolm  Bay;  befides  which, 
there  are  three  others,  one  on  the  Weft  Side  covered  by  Ling  Holm,  and 
called  Linga  Sound;  Strynie  on  the  North  Eaft,  defended  by  the  little  Idand 
of  Papa  Stronfa ;  and  a  little  to  the  South  of  this.  Mills  Bay*.  In  former 
Times  this  Ifland  was  much  frequented  by  Shipping,  was  very  populous, 
and  the  Inhabitants  had  a  confiderable  Trade  with  all  the  Northern  Na¬ 
tions  7,  and  a  valuable  Fifhery  about  the  Coafts  of  a  great  Rock  called 
OufKerry,  lying  fix  Miles  to  the  South  7.  The  little  Ifland  of  Papa 
Stronsa,  about  a  Mile  and  a  half  in  Circumference,  lies  near  it,  and  is 
very  fertile  in  Corn  and  Grafs,  but  without  Peat a. 

Two  Miles  North  from  Stronfa  lies  Sanda,  efteemed  to  be  the  largeft  of 
all  thefe  Ifles  next  to  Pomona  L  It  is  of  a  very  rude  irregular  Figure,  inter¬ 
fered  on  every  Side  by  deep  Inlets  of  the  Sea  ;  it  is  twelve  Miles  long, 
in  fome  Places  only  one,  in  others  two,  and  in  none  above  three  Miles 

r  MS.  Account  compared  with  Mackenzie’s  Map.  Ben  aflerts,  Shapinfha  Signifies  Ship  Ifland, 
which  is  not  improbable,  as  in  their  old  Language,  Skip  flgnifies  a  Ship,  and  ey  an  Ifland. 

s  This  Ifland  having  fome  thoufand  Acres  of  improveable  Land,  much  Lead  Ore,  and  a  good  Port, 
might  certainly  be  rendered  valuable. 

c  Stronfa,  i.  e.  the  Ifle  with  many  Strands,  is  very  properly  fo  called,  being  compofed  of  three 
Peninfula’s  with  large  Bays  between  them.  Thefe  were  formerly  as  many  Parilhes ;  St.  Peter's 
to  the  North”;  that  of  our  Lady  on  the  South  Eafl;  and  that  of  St.  Nicholas,  which  is  much  the 
largeft,  towards  the  South  Weft. 

“  Ben,  Blaeu,  MS.  Account.  ' 

w  This  Quarter  furnilhes  Fuel  to  the  other  two,  and  to  fome  of  the  adjacent  Iflands. 

*  Wallace,  p.  12. 

y  More  efpecially,  when  the  Dutch  Herring  Filhery  was  in  its  moft  flourilhing  State.  This  Ifle 
is  about  the  Size  of  Schelling  on  the  Coaft  of  Holland,  in  which  fir  Robert' Holmes,  A.  D.  1666, 
burned  a  Town  confifting  of  One  thoufand  Houfes,  with  Merchandize  and  Ships  to  the  Amount  of 
a  Million  Sterling.  Such  is  the  Value  to  which  the  Dutch  raife  their  Iflands ! 

2  When  the  People  of  Fife  were  engaged  in  the  Filhery,  they  came  annually  hither. 

a  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith,  Wallace,  MS.  Account. 

b  Blaeu,  where  it  is  Laid  to  be  twelve  Miles  long,  and  eight  broad. 

4  P  2 
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broad  c.  There  are  feveral  Hills,  many  Lochs,  and  Tome  of  them  large  * 
It  is  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Grafs ;  but  has  no  Peat  or  Turf,  which  is  a 
heavy  Misfortune  in  a  Country  where  they  have  nothing  elfe  to  burn  d.  It 
is  alfo  defective  as  to  Ports,  for  though  there  are  two,  yet  they  are  both 
fmall  and  ihallow  e. 

North  and  by  Eaft  from  Stronfa,  lies  North  Ronaldsha,  themoft  re¬ 
mote  of  thefe  Blands,  as  well  towards  the  North  as  towards  the  Eaft  f.  It  is 
three  Miles  in  Length,  and  one  in  Breadth.  The  Country  is  moftly  flat, 
fufflciently  fruitful  in  Barley  and  in  Grafs,  but  without  any  Peats.'  There 
was  formerly  a  very  neat  Church  dedicated  to  St.  Olaus.  The  Sea  on  its. 
Coafts  is  very  tempeftuous ;  and  there  is  nothing  that  can,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  be  called  a  Port  h. 

W e  muft  now  turn  to  the  Weft,  and  begin  with  Eda,  Ethie  or  Heath, 
which  lies  North  from  Shapinfha,  North  Weft  from  Stronfa,  and  Weft 
from  Sanda  i.  This  Ifle  is  near  eight  Miles  long,  and  two  broad ;  hilly, 
covered  with  Heath,  and  abounding  with  Peat,  with  which  it  fupplies  feve¬ 
ral  of  the  other  Blands.  It  is  npt  in  other  refpedts  very  fertile  k.  On  the 
North  Eaft  Side  there  is  a  large  grafly  Holm  called  the  Calf  of  Eda,  be¬ 
tween  which  and  the  Ifle  there  is  a  very  fafe  Road  h  In  the  laft  Century 
this  was  the  Property  of  Stuart  Earl  of  Carrick  m,  who  built  a  good  Houfe 
on  the  Bland  j  and  having  erected  proper  Works  on  the  Calf  of  Eda,  made 

c  This,  like  Stronfa,  had  anciently  three  Parifhes,  each  a  Peninfula,  with  fome  fmaller  joining  to 
them. 

d  It  is  the  more  diftreffing,  becaufe  in  the  Winter  Seafon,  when  this  Commodity  is  moll  necef- 
fory,  the  Sea  is  very  tempeftuous,  and  the  Paflage  to  the  other  Ifles  very  difficult,  as  well  as  very 
dangerous.  It  were  therefore  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  Inhabitants  could  be  intlrudled  in  fome  Me¬ 
thod  of  procuring  Fuel  in  their  own  Ifles,  or  were  annually  fupplied  with  a  Quantity  of  Coals, 
which  is  much  more  pra&icable. 

c  Monteith,  Wallace,  MS.  Account. 

f  The  Promontory  of  Dennis  in  this  Ifle,  lies  in  590.  24'.  N.  L.  and  19'  Eaft  Longitude  from 
Kirkwall.  It  was  on  the  Coafts  of  this  Ifle  that  a  rich  Swedilh  Eaft-India  Ship  was  loft  in  A.  D. 
1740.  Accidents  of  this  Sort  were  formerly  too  frequent ;  but  ftnce  the  Publication  of  Mr. 
Mackenzie’s  accurate  Charts,  they  are  become  much  lefs  common. 

g  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith,  See. 

h  About  half  a  Mile  from  this  Ifle,  to  the  North,  lies  a  dangerous  Rock  called  Selkikerry, 
where  Abundance  of  Seals  are  annually  taken. 

i  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith,  Wallace. 

k  MS.  Account  compared  with  Mackenzie’s  Map. 

1  This  is  called  Calf  Sound  ;  fomething  more  than  a  Mile  long,  and  Half  a  Mile  broad. 

m  Carrick,  is  a  Village  in  the  North  Part  of  this  Ifle,  erected  into  a  Burgh  of  Barony  by  Charles  I. 
who  created  the  Lord  Kincliven,  fecond  Son  to  Robert,  and  Brother  to  Patrick  Earl  of  Orkney, 
Earl  of  Carrick,  about  1 63 3  ;  who  died  without  Ifliie,  by  which  the  Honour  became  extinft,  and 
his  Salt  Works  were  neglefkd. 


there 
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there  very  fine  Salt0.  This  in  the  Opinion  of  fome  is  the  Ocetis  of 
Ptolomy 

Three  Miles  to  the  Weftward  of  Eda,  lies  Westra,  a  very  beautiful, 
and  for  thefe  Countries  no  inconfiderable  Iile,  as  being  nine  Miles  long,  and 
five  broad  p.  The  Country  very  happily  diverfified  with  Hills  and  Plains, 
and  abounding  with  Barley,  Grafs,  Cattle,  Sheep,  Rabbits,  Wild  and  Sea 
Fowl,  and  Abundance  of  Fifh  upon  its  Coafts  q.  On  the  North  Weft  are 
the  Remains  of  the  Caftle  of  Nautland,  which  was  begun  but  not  finifhed 
by  Hepburn  Duke  of  Orkney r.  The  moft  Weftern  Point  of  this  Me  is 
Cape  Noup,  and  not  far  from  it  lies  the  little  Harbour  of  Pierowal,  where 
Velfels  that  draw  under  ten  Feet  Water  may  lie  very  fecurely  s.  At  two 
Miles  Diftance  to  the  Eaftward  lies  Papa  Westra,  a  very  pleafant  and 
not  infertile  Mand,  three  Miles  long,  and  one  broad,  formerly  famous 
from  St.  Friedwald’s  Chapel  and  Loch,  of  which  many  fabulous  Stories  are 
ftill  current f.  Mould  Head  is  the  North  Weft  Point  of  Papa  Weftra,  and 
lies  in  fifty-nine  Degrees  twenty-one  Minutes  and  thirty  Seconds  of  North 
Latitude  u.  Between  the  two  Mes  there  is  a  very  fafe  and  commodious 
Road  for  Fifhing  Veffelsw. 

At  a  League  Weft  from  Eda,  and  four  North  Eaft  from  Pomona,  we 
find  the  Mand  of  Eglisa  or  Egilsha,  three  Miles  long,  and  about  one 
broad,  a  fair  and  fruitful  Country  for  its  Size,  diftinguifhed  by  a  neat  little 
Church  dedicated  to,  and  in  which  it  is  faid  lies  the  Body  of,  St.  Magnus, 
the  Patron  of  thefe  Mes  x.  Half  a  League  South  Weft  from  Egilfha,  and 
about  the  fame  Diftance  North  Eaft  from  Pomona,  lies  Wire,  in  Latin 
Vera,  two  Miles  in  Length,  and  one  in  Breadth;  very  fertile  in  Barley 
and  Grafs,  but  without  Peat,  with  which  it  is  fupplied  from  the  other 
Manas  7.  Two  Miles  South  from  Wire,  about  the  fame  Diftance  North 
Weft  from  Shapinfha,  and  Half  a  League  North  Eaft  from  Pomona,  lies 
the  fmall  Mand  of  Giarsa,  two  Miles  long,  and  one  broad,  with  a  Sugar 

n  Here  is  a  pregnant  Inftance  of  the  Improvements  that  might  be  made  in  thefe  Hies,  more 
efpecially  in  regard  to  the  Fifhery. 

°  Camdeni  Britan,  p.  848.  Wallace,  p.  12. 

p  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith. 

s  MS.  Account,  in  which  it  faid,  that  for  Richnefs  of  Soil,  and  Mildnefs  of  Climate,  this  is  not 
inferior  to  any  of  the  Orkneys. 

r  This  had  been  long  before  a  Place  of  great  Strength. 

5  MS.  Account  compared  with  Mackenzie’s  Map. 

*  Wallace,  p.  13. 

«  MS.  Account  compared  with  Mackenzie’s  Map. 

w  Ben,  Blteu,  Monteith. 

x  Some  write  this  Eglifa,  and  interpret  it  Ecclefise  Infula,  i.  e.  Kirk  Ifland,  from  the  Venera-* 
tion  paid  to  the  Church  of  St.  Magnus. 

y  JBen,  Blaeu,  Monteith,  Wallace. 


Loaf 
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Loaf  Hill  in  the  Middle  7.  Part  of  this  Ifle  running  out  in  a  Peninfula  on 
the  Eaft  Side,  makes  what  is  called  the  Hen  of  Giarfa,  between  which 
and  the  Body  of  the  Bland  there  is  a  commodious  little  Creek. 

A  very  narrow  Sound  feparates  Pomona  from  Rousa,  which  lies  North 
from  it,  and  is  a  large  fquare  Bland,  between  four  and  five  Miles  in  Length 
from  North  to  South,  and  four  from  Well  to  Eafta  It  is  mountainous  on 
the  Weft,  and  on  the  South  Side  as  well  as  on  the  Middle,  but  Hat  and  fertile 
in  Grafs  on  the  Coafts  h.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  Heath,  and  Abun¬ 
dance  of  Peat  on  this  Bland,  with  which  many  of  the  neighbouring  Bles 
are  fupplied.  It  is  well  ftored  with  Cattle,  Sheep,  Rabbits,  Fowl,  and 
Fifh,  and  is  very  halthy  and  pleafantc.  It  is  divided  on  the  Eafr  by  a 
Strait  about  a  Mile  broad,  called  Howa  Sound,  from  Egilfha,  which  affords 
a  Paffage  to  the  Ships  bound  to  and  from  Iceland,  and  by  another  Strait 
called  Wire  Sound,  from  that  little  Bland  L  Between  Roufa,  and  the 
North  Weft  Point  of  Pomona,  lies  the  little  Ifle  of  Alhallow  or  In- 
i-iallow,  about  a  Mile  in  Circumference ;  and  for  its  Size  neither  infertile 
or  unpleafant  e. 

The  bare  Defcription  of  thefe  Blands,  fhort  and  fimple  as  it  is,  will  be 
abundantly  fufficient  to  fhew,  that  the  Orkneys  are  very  far  from  being 
•mean  or  inconftderable  even  in  point  of  Territory  or  Extent  f ;  fince  taken 
together  they  are  equal  to  the  County  of  Huntingdon  in  South  Britain  g ; 
of  much  the  fame  Size  with  the  Principality  of  Neufchatel  in  Switzerland  bj 
and  not  at  all  inferior  in  this  Refpedt  to  Zealand,  which  is  the  Third  of  the 
United  Provinces  h  In  point  of  Situation,  thefe  Blands  have  alfo  many,  and 
thofe  very  fingular  Advantages.  They  are  in  the  very  Centre  of  Trade,  or  at 


z  MS.  Account  compared  with  the  Map. 

a  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith. 

b  Some  of  thefe  Mountains  produce  tolerable  Grafs,  and  though  a  great  Part  of  the  Ifle  is  un¬ 
cultivated,  the  Soil  is  not  naturally  barren. 

c  There  is  near  the  Middle  of  Roufa,  a  Lake,  from  which  runs  a  Stream  that  may  deferve  the 
Name  of  a  River. 

d  Monteith,  MS.  Account  compared  with  Mackenzie’s  Map. 

e  Ben,  Blaeu,  Monteith,  Wallace,  MS.  Account. 

f  The  Texell  and  other  fmall  Hands  in  the  Province  of  North  Holland,  not  in  Size  more  than 
one  third  of  the  Orkneys,  are  full  of  Towns,  People,  and  Wealth,  though  they  pay  more  in  annual 
Taxes  to  the  States  than  the  whole  Rental  of  our  Ifles  amount  to.  This  they  are  enabled  to 
do,  by  the  great  Refort  of  Shipping,  the  conftant  Induftryof  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  fingular  At¬ 
tention  of  Government  to  promote  their  Induftry,  and  to  fee  it  properly  rewarded. 

S  This  fmall  inland  County  pays  more  to  the  Land  Tax  than  the  whole  annual  Produce  of 
the  Orkneys. 

h  L’Etat  dela  Suiffe,  p.  241.  This  Country  is  more  populous,  and  the  People  live  more  at 
their  Eafe,  though  an  inland  Spot,  and  the  Soil  and  Climate  very  indifferent. 

1  There  are  no  natural  Impediments  to  prevent  our  Britilh  from  becoming  in  every  Refpeft  as 
confiderable  as  thofe  Illands  which  form  this  Dutch  Province. 

leaft 
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leaft  might  be  made  foto  all  the  Northern  Kingdoms  of  Europe lie  open 
at  all  Seafons  for  the  Navigation  to  and  from  America  1 ;  and  are  feated  in  the 
Middle  between  the  Shetland  and  the  Weftern  Iflands ;  to  which  we  may 
add,  that  Veffels  from  them  may  run  down  with  equal  Facility  either  on 
the  Eafl  or  on  the  Weft  Side  of  Great  Britain  E1. 

But  this  Subject  maybe,  and  furely  on  all  the  Principles  of  Huma¬ 
nity,  Juftice,  and  found  Policy  it  deferves  to  be,  placed  in  a  ftronger  and 
more  confpicuous  Point  of  Light11.  For  though  hitherto  little  conlidered, 
thefe  remote  Iflands  are  moft  conveniently  and  happily  difpofed,  from  their 
different  Sizes  and  Circumftances  for  the  Introduction  of  many  valuable 
Commodities  from  foreign  Countries  to  increafe  the  Number  of  their  Mate¬ 
rials  -y  and  the  fame  Method  might  be  ufed  for  the  Improvement  of  their  own 
Breed  of  Horfes,  Swine,  Sheep,  Goats,  and  Black  Cattle  p.  Thus  fupplied 
with  the  Means  of  an  eafv  and  plentiful  Subfiflence,  together  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Stock  of  Commodities,  proper  to  exercife  their  Skill,  their  Labour, 
and  their  Application  q ;  and  the  prefent  Inhabitants  being  inftrudted  by  a 
few  Families  fent  and  fettled  amongft  them  for  that  Purpofe r ;  thefe  Idles, 
in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years,  would  be  made,  what  it  is  the  undoubted 
Interefl  of  Britain  they  fhould  be  mades,  the  Seats  of  a  Variety  of  Manu¬ 
factures  t ;  by  the  Help  of  which,  the  People  who  dwell  there  would 
quickly  be  enabled  to  carry  on  a  beneficial  and  extenfive  foreign  Trade  u  j 

k  If- therefore  Manufactures  were  introduced  and  eftabliffied  in  thefe  Ifles  they  would  find 
Markets  for  them  at  no  great  Difiance. 

1  If  at  the  fame  Time  we  confider  the  Facility  of  Correfpondence,  we  recollect  the  Abun¬ 
dance  of  raw  Commodities  in  one  Country,  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  of  courfe  the  Cheapnefs 
of  Labour  in  the  other,  and  that  the  People  of  both  are  Subjects  of  the  fame  Prince  ;  it  will  not 
be  difficult  to  difcover,  that  by  very  eafy  Methods,  and  with  very  little  Affifiance,  many  and 
mighty  Advantages  might  be  procured  to  Great  Britain. 

m  Ships  from  the  Port  of  Kirkwall,  arrive  commonly  in  Fourteen  or  Fifteen,  and  with  a  fair  Wind 
fometimes  in  lefs  than  Five  Days  in  the  River  of  Thames. 

u  Numbers  in  thefe  Ifles  labour  hard,  and  fare  fiill  more  hardly  ;  thefe  fhould  certainly  be  re¬ 
lieved:  They  are  loyal  Subjects  to  the  Britiffi  Government,  and  have  thereby  a  Right  to  its  At; 
tention.  Any  Affifiance  given  to  them,  would  in  its  Confequences  contribute  highly  and  ex  ten  - 
tenfively  to  the  general  Welfare. 

o  The  Multitude  which  in  their  prefent  Circumftances  they  actually  maintain,  is  an  invincible 
Proof  of  their  Capacity  for  Improvement. 

p  In  the  former  Section  thefe  Points  have  been  fully  infilled  upon, 

q  Particular  Plans  fhould  be  firft  carefully  adapted  to,  and,  that.  once,  done,  vigoroufly  and 
fteadily  purfued  in  every  Illand. 

r  This  might  be  with  Facility  effected  by  Methods  that  have  been  already  mentioned. 

s  An  Increafe  of  Property  procured  by  Induftry,  though  in  the  remoteft  Province,  will  be  felt 
by  an  Increafe  of  Demands,  through  the  whole  Community. 

1  Which,  from  a  great  Concurrence  of  favourable  Circumftances,  would  beat  out  thofe  of  our> 
Rivals  in  all  the  Northern  Markets. 

u  Without  which  no  Bland  ever  became,  and  with  which  there  is  no  Ifle  but  may  become  con* 

fkterable.. 
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more  efpecially  if  to,  or  rather  previous  to,  all  thefe  Confiderations,  we  add, 
that  which  is  indeed  the  moft  obviou?  Improvement,  their  entering  into, 
and  fteadily  purfuing  what  was  intended  them  by  Nature,  almoft  every  Kind 
of  Fifhery  w. 

The  Poflibility  of  embracing  moft,  if  not  all  thefe  Means,  of  emerging 
from  Want  and  Infignificance,  we  trull  has  been  in  a  great  meaiure  demon- 
ilrated  in  the  foregoing  Seddon*;  and  if  a  few  vigorous  Steps  were  once 
taken  in  order  to  give  a  Beginning  to  any  of  thefe,  it  would  foon  change 
the  Face  of  Affairs  in  the  Orkneys.  We  fhould  then  gradually  fee,  what 
furely  was  the  Defign  of  Providence,  every  Ifland,  Holm,  and  Rock,  ap¬ 
plied  to  fome  ufeful  Purpofe  ;  and  the  People  being  enabled  and  encou¬ 
raged  to  be  induftrious,  would,  feizing  with  Alacrity  what  they  have  fo  long 
and  ardently  fighed  for,  become  adivein  Agriculture,  Fifhing,  manual  Arts, 
Navigation,  and  Commerce,  and  of  courfe  from  their  vigorous  Exertion  of 
their  own  Induifry,  eafy  and  happy  y.  As  the  natural  and  infallible  Con¬ 
fluence  of  fuch  a  Change,  inftead  of  their  being  as  they  are  of  little  Ufe 
even  to  themfelves,  and  fcarce  at  all  known  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Parts  of  Britain ;  it  would,  in  no  very  long  Space,  bring  their  nu¬ 
merous  Iflands  to  be  efleemed  a  very  valuable  and  profitable  Province  of  the 
Britifh  Empire  L  j  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  the  fubfequent  Part  of 
this  Sedion. 

We  will  therefore  conclude  this  Account  of  the  Orkneys,  and  their  In¬ 
habitants,  with  fome  Particulars  relating  to  their  natural,  commercial,  and 
civil  Hiftory,  which  may  be  depended  upon,  and  which  are  all  that  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  compleat  the  Defign  of  fhewing,  that  as  we  have  more  than 
once  afferted,  they  are  really  capable  of  being  rendered  much  more  confi- 
derable  than  they  are  in  their  prefent  Situation,  and  of  far  greater  Utility 

w  If  any  Doubt  Ihould  arife  as  to  the  finding  Markets  for  all  this  Fifh,  let  it  be  obferved  that 
many  hundred  VefTels  come  annually  from  other  Countries  to  fifh  on  thefe  Coafts,  and  then  fail 
with  their  Cargoes,  which  might  undoubtedly  be  furnifhed  much  cheaper  by  thefe  Iflanders,  who 
have  the  Fifh,  and  might  have  Salt  at  Home  ;  and  are  befides  nearer  to  many  of  thefe  already 
found  Markets, 

x  In  Subjects  fo  clofely  conne&ed  as  thofe  are  that  compofe  this  and  the  foregoing  Section, 
though  almoft:  unavoidable,  yet  the  greateft  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid  Repetitions. 

y  For  all  which  Means  of  advancing  their  own  Interefis,  they  have  both  Talents  and  Inclina¬ 
tions,  if  fome  few  Obftacles  were  removed. 

*  Thefe  Points  were  long  ago  infilled  upon  by  Sir  William  Monfon,  and  after  him  by  Mr. 
Smith.  Roth  of  thefe  Gentlemen  excellent  Judges,  and  who  both  of  them  fpoke  from  what 
they  had  themfelves  obferved,  having  both  vifited  thefe  Ifles,  and  agreeing  exactly  in  their  No¬ 
tions  as  to  their  Utility  and  Importance. 
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to  the  general  Interefts  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  than  any,  even  of  our  befl  in¬ 
formed  Statefmen,  feem  to  have  hitherto  thought  them  a. 

The  Climate,  notwithflanding  their  Northern  Situation,  is  far  from  be¬ 
ing  either  feve  re  or  unpleafant.  The  longed;  Day  is  about  eighteen  Hours, 
the  Sun  then  rifing  feven  Minutes  before  three,  and  fetting  as  many  Mi¬ 
nutes  after  nine  L  It  has  been  faid,  that  from  the  Hill  of  Hoy,  the  Body 
of  the  Sun  may  about  Midfummer  be  feen  at  Midnight;  which  is,  as  the 
Lights  derived  from  Adronomy  convince  us,  no  better  than  a  Fable  But 
it  is  true,  that  in  clear  Weather,  for  near  two  Months  in  Summer,  the 
Twilight  is  drong  enough  to  read  by  through  the  whole  Night  d.  But  not- 
withdanding  this  Length  of  the  Day,  the  Heat  from  the  Obliquenefs  of 
the  Sun’s  P^ays,  and  from  feveral  other  Caufes,  is  not,  in  Summer,  fo  great 
as  upon  the  Continent ;  and  from  the  Vapours  of  the  furrounding  Sea,  the 
Cold  in  Winter  is  in  the  like  Manner  very  fenfibly  diminifhed  e.  The 
Winds  are  in  general  brifk  rather  than  boiderous,  and  they  are  not  fubjedt 
frequently  either  to  Storms  or  Calms  L  When  it  blows  from  any  of  the 
Points  to  the  Wed,  it  brings  foul  Weather,  and  fair  and  dry,  when  it 
blows  from  the  Ead.  From  the  Month  of  Augud  to  that  of  March,  the 
Winds  are  commonly  Wed ;  from  March  to  May,  they  blow  from  the 
North  Ead  to  the  North;  and  from  May  to  Augud,  the  South  and  South 
Ead  Winds  prevail  g.  The  Spring  is  tolerably  forward,  the  Summer  mo¬ 
derately  hot,  the  Autumn  hazy,  and  the  Winter  mild,  attended  with  much 
more  Rain  than  Snow,  which  feldom  falls  long  or  rifes  high,  neither  are 
Frods  more  frequent,  and  never  very  intenfe  L  Thunder  is  more  common 
in  Winter  than  in  Summer.  The  Northern  Lights,  or  Aurora  Borealis, 

a  It  mild  be  allowed  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ffiewed  a  juft  Concern  for  the  Tnterefls  of 
the  Merchants,  by  firft  directing  Mr.  Mackenzie’s  Survey,  and  afterwards  permitting  him  to  make 
bis  Charts  public ;  and  it  is  with  a  difinterefted  View  to  recommend  thefe  Ides  and  their  Inha¬ 
bitants  to  the  Attention  and  Protection  of  a  Britiffi  Adminillration,  that  they  have  been  fo  largely 
infilled  on  here.  » 

b  Wallace,  p.  3.  Mackenzie,  MS.  Account. 

c  It  is  alferted  by  the  Author  of  the  Account  publiffied  by  Blaeu,  p.  139,  who  adds,  that 
People  went  thither  every  Year  to  fee  this  Phenomenon,  which  he  deferibes  as  an  obfeure  Cloud 
veiling  the  Body  of  the  Sun,  from  half  an  Hour  after  Eleven  to  half  an  Hour  after  One,  when  he 
fays  it  rifes.  It  is  neceffitry  10  remark  this  Falfehood,  becaufe  it  has  been  often  tranferibed. 

d  Wallace,  Mackenzie,  MS.  Account. 

e  Thefe  known  Effefls  of  an  infular  Situation,  are  as  confpicuous  in  the  Feroe  iHes,  lying  three 
Degrees  more  to  the  North  ;  where,  by  the  way,  the  Natives  affirm  the  Sun  on  the  longelt  Day 
rifes  feven  Minutes  after  Two,  and  fets  fifty-three  Minutes  after  Nine. 

f  MS.  Account. 

g  It  is  to  be  underftood  that  this  is  commonly,  not  conflantly,  the  Courfe  of  the  Weather,  which 
is  here,  as  well  as  elfewhere,  very  variable. 

h  Mr.  Mackenzie  has  given  a  very  clear  and  curious  Account  of  thefe  L’ghts,  to  which  the 
Reader  is  referred. 
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are  frequent,  and  fometimes  the  whole  Sky  is  as  much  illuminated  by  them 
as  at  other  Times  by  the  Moon  h  The  Sea  is  often  violently  agitated  fo  as 
to  rife  thirty  or  forty  Yards  againd  the  Rocks,  even  when  the  Wind  is 
not  high.  Mids  and  Fogs  are  not  common  ;  but  the  Weather  is  often 
dark  and  hazy,  from  the  Vapours  riling  out  of  the  furrounding  Seas,  which 
rather  affedts  thofe  on  Shipboard,  than  the  Inhabitants  k. 

We  have  already  taken  Notice,  that  not  above  four  of  thefe  Illands  can 
be  called  mountainous,  though  there  is  at  lead:  one  Hill  or  confiderable 
Eminence  in  each  of  them'.  On  thefe  Hills  there  is  much  Heath,  and 
fome  Grafs,  and  at  the  Bottom  of  them  very  rich  Padure  n1..  The  Soil  is 
various,  not  only  in  different  Illands,  but  alfo  in  almod  every  one  of  them. 
In  fome  Places  black  Earth,  in  others  Clay,  in  fome  Loam,  in  fome  molly, 
in  others  donyj  but  the  mod:  general  is  Sand  n.  The  Sand,  even  where  it 
is  pure,  when  enriched  with  Sea  Ware  proves  very  fertile,  as  do  mod:  of 
the  other  Soils  when  properly  manured,  and  cultivated  with  Care  The 
Earth  is  almod  in  every  Place  but  thin,  and  lies  either  upon  a  folid  Rock, 
or  in  fome  Places,  on  what  is  interpofed  between  the  Soil  and  Rock,  a  diff 
Clay  p.  They  ufe  light  Ploughs,  drawn  by  two  or  by  four  Horfes,  or  by- 
two  Horfes  and  two  Cows.  They  are  no  Strangers  to  Inelofures  ;  but  it. 
is  allowed,  that  much  of  their  common  Land,  and  many  of  their  Moors,, 
which  in  their  prefent  State  are  of  little  Value,  might  be  taken  in,  and 
and  rendered  good  Meadow  Grounds.  It  is  alfo  thought  that  foreign 
Grades  would  fucceed  very  well  here ;  and  in  confequence  of  this,  their 
Cattle  would  be  better  fed,  and  grow  to  a  larger  Size1'.  The  more  Ikilful 
and  obferving  Farmers  acknowledge.  Providence  has  wifely  edablilhed  a 
perfect  Harmony  between  their  Soil  and  Climate ;  fo  that  if  it  was  hotter 

’  -  i 

*  Wallace,  Mackenzie,  MS.  Account. 

k  The  Purity  of  the  Air  is  one  of  the  great  Bleffings  bellowed  by  Providence  on  thefe  Ifiand's, 
where  the  People  in  general  are  healthy,  the  Women  remarkable  for  their  Fecundity,  and  many  of 
both  Sexes  live  long,  and  without  feeling  the  Infirmities  of  old  Age.  See  fome  extraordinary 
Infiances  in  Wallace,  p.  64,  65. 

1  Thefe  are  called  Wart  or  Ward  Hills,  from  the  Beacons  ereded  on  them,  to  which  they  fet 
Fire  on  the  Approach  of  an  Enemy’s  Squadron. 

m  Wallace,  Mackenzie,  MS.  Account. 

n  Blaeu,  Monteith,  Wallace. 

0  The  fame  Hufixmdry  with  like  Succefs  is  pradifed  in  the  Feroe  Illands.  But  Sir  George 
Mackenzie,  Philofophical  Tranladions,  N*.  117,  p.  396,  intimates,  that  this  Manure  in  a  Courfe 
of  Years  depreciates  the  Grain,  and  thickens  the  Hulks  both  of  Oats  and  Barley.  It  may  defervew* 
Inquiry,  whether  thefe  Effeds  may  not  proceed  from  the  ploughing  and  fowing  the  Tame  Land 
continually  without  allowing  it  any  Refi  ? 

p  Ben,  Blaeu,  Wallace,  p.  8. 

q  If  thefe  were  divided  and  improved,  it  would  enable  the  Inhabitants  to  raife  more  Cattle, 
which  is  the  Subftance  thefe  People  moft  affed. 

r  There  feems  to  be  no  Doubt,  that  with  dry  Feeding  their  Beef  might  be  rendered  as  firm  and 
fit  for  Salt,  as  it  isaliowed  to  be  fine  grained  and  well  tailed. 
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or  drier,  or  colder  or  more  wet,  every  thing  would  fucceed  worfe s.  The 
Want  of  Peats  in  fome  Places,  and  their  Difiance  in  others,  occafions  a 
great  Lofs  of  Time  and  Labour  in  cutting  and  fetching  them,  and  this 
is  augmented  by  the  Seafon  of  cutting  them,  which  being  at  the  Approach 
of  Harveft,  is  therefore  an  Evil  and  Inconvenience  which  they  very  fen- 
fibly  feel 

Limestone  has  been  found  in  feveral  of  thefe  Iflands,  of  which  much 
Lime  may  be  made,  that  would  prove  an  excellent  Manure  u.  Grey  Stone 
they  have  in  all  the  Iflands  in  Abundance,  with  good  Quarries  of  Free  Stone 
and  Slate.  Marble  and  Alabaffer  have  been  alfo  found  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Birfa,  in  Pomona,  or  the  main  Land,  but  are  not  wrought. 
Rich  Lead  Ore  has  been  certainly  found  in  many  Places,  and  as  fome 
fay,  Tin  and  Copper;  but  hitherto  none  of  their  Mines  have  been 
wrought  w.  We  have  fpoke  fufficiently  of  Peats,  which  are  the  Fuel  of 
the  Country  ;  but,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  it  would  certainly  be  a  great 
Advantage  to  the  People,  if  they  could  be  fo  fupplied  with  Coals  as  to 
make  lefs  Ufe  of  themx.  Their  inclofed  Fields  produce  much  Grafs  ;  but 
with  a  little  Care  they  might  have  much  more,  and  good  Hay,  of  which 
they  make  but  very  little  y.  Beans  and  Peas  fucceed  perfectly  well,  more 
efpecially  the  white  Sort  of  the  latter  *.  Cabbage,  Turnips,  Parfnips,  Car¬ 
rots,  Skirrets,  and  indeed  all  Vegetables,  come  to  great  Perfection ;  and 
their  Artichokes,  in  point  of  Size  and  Sweetnefs,  equal,  if  not  exceed,  any 
that  are  to  be  found  in  Britain a.  They  have  a  Variety  of  medicinal  and 
other  Herbs,  of  fome  of  which  confiderable  Ufe  might  be  madeb.  As  to 
Corn,  they  have  only  two  Sorts,  Oats  and  Beer,  and  thefe  but  of  an  in¬ 
ferior  Quality ;  which,  however,  might  be  mended  by  proper  Culture,  as 

6  MS.  Account. 

1  It  would  therefore  be  in  many  Refpefts  a  fignal  Benefit  to  the  Inhabitants,  if  (as  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Wool  is  annually  allowed  to  the  People  of  Guernfey,  See.)  they  were  permitted  to  import 
a  reafonable  Supply  of  Coals,  free  from  Duty,  retraining  them  (to  prevent  Frauds)  to  certain 
Ports. 

«  They  have  alfo  Plenty  of  Marie,  and  rich  Coral  Sand,  which  in  Cornwall  is  found  to  fer¬ 
tilize  the  poorefl  Grounds  wonderfully. 

w  Wallace,  p.  43,  where  he  alcribes  this  to  their  Poverty  ;  to  which  we  may  likewife  add  their 
Want  of  Fuel. 

x  We  have  already  feen  at  what  Period  Turf  was -introduced  ;  and  before  that  Time  probably 
the  People  ufed  Wood. 

y  There  is  no  Improvement  more  likely  to  fucceed  with  Care  than  this,  and  none  would  be  of 
greater  Importance  to  this  Country. 

z  It  is  a  general  Rule,  that  whatever  requires  a  long  Summer  to  ripen,  or  is  fpoiledby  Wind  and 
Rain  in  the  Autumn,  is  unfit  for  this  Climate. 

a  Wallace,  p.  35,  and  confirmed  by  all  who  have  vifited  thefe  Iflands. 

b  That  Kind  of  Grafs,  from  which  in  Poland  they  collect  a  Kind  of  yellow  Seed,  not  inferior 
to  Millet,  is  common  here  ;  where  probably  that  Grain,  which  is  preferable  to  any  they  have, 
would  likewife  thrive.  Tormentil,  the  Roots  of  which  are  fo  ufeful  in  Tanning,  -is  no  leis  com¬ 
mon  ;  the  fame  may  with  Truth  be  faid  of  Madder,  of  fuch  Confequence  in  Dyeing. 

4  0_2 
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the  Land  is  very  fertile,  producing  from  fix  to  eight,  and  fometimes  ten 
Quarters  oF  the  latter  upon  an  Acre  c.  They  have  tolerable  Apples,  and 
their  Pears  are  fometimes  very  fine,  as  well  as  very  large ;  and  if  they  have 
no  other  Fruit,  the  Fault  does  not  fo  much  lie  in  either  the  Soil  or  the  Cli¬ 
mate,  as  in  their  Negligence  and  Want  of  Attention  d.  Trees  have  certainly 
grown  here,  for  their  Roots  are  frequently  dug  up ;  and  no  doubt,  in  the 
larger  Iflands,  they  might  with  Skill  and  Induftry  be  made  to  grow 
again  e. 

They  have  Horfes,  which  though  fmall,  are  very  ftrong,  and  remarkably 
full  of  Spirit ;  their  Oxen  and  Cows  afford  excellent  Beef  for  prefent  Con- 
fumption,  and  might  be  much  improved,  if  they  were  better  fed.  They 
have  Abundance  of  Sheep ;  but  their  Mutton  in  general  is  very  indifferent, 
becaufe  the  Creatures  are  fuffered  to  feed  on  Sea  Ware  ;  but  where  they 
are  kept  in  Inclofures  their  Flefh  is  very  fine.  Swine  they  have  in  Plenty, 
and  their  Pork  is  very  good;  they  have  alfo  Abundance  of  Rabbits  f  They 
have  no  Deer,  Hares,  or  Foxes;  and  the  Inhabitants  value  their  Country 
on  its  breeding  no  venomous  Creatures.  Tame,  Wild,  and  Water  Fowl, 
in  vaft  Variety  and  Abundance,  more  efpecially  Pigeons,  Moor  Fowl,  Plo¬ 
ver  of  all  Sorts,  Land  Rails,  Snipes,  Curlews,  Ducks,  Geefe,  Swans,  and 
Herons.  There  are  alfo  Eagles,  and  very  fine  Hawks  g. 

In  every  Ifland  there  is  Plenty  of  frefh  Water,  in  Springs,  Brooks,  and 
in  fome  Ifles  Lochs.  The  laft  are  generally  fpeaking  but  fmall,  abound¬ 
ing  however  with  Trouts  of  feveral  Kinds,  and  Eels.  No  Country  affords 
more  or  better  of  every  Kind  of  Shell  Fifh,  particularly  Oyffcers  as  large  as 
any  in  Europe,  and  Lobfters  not  inferior  to  thofe  of  Norway  h.  Cod,  Ling, 
Coal  Fifh,  Haddock,  Skate,  Turbot,  Mackrell,  &c.  are  in  the  greatefl 
Plenty  upon  their  Coafts.  Numbers  of  Otters  and  Seals  are  annually  killed 
amongft  the  Rocks,  and  Porpoifes  and  Whales  are  fometimes  cad  upon  the 
Shore  ’.  The  People  through  Poverty,  and  the  Want  of  proper  Boats,  can¬ 
not  apply  themfelves  to  the  Fifhery,  farther  than  is  requilite  for  their  Home 

c  Wallace,  Mackenzie,  MS.  Account. 

d  This  Teems  fufficiently  to  warrant  our  Hopes,  than  an  improved  Hufbandry  might  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  happieft  Effects. 

e  When  Induftry  (hall  have  introduced  Plenty,  and  thereby  railed  the  Spirits  of  the  People, 
this  will  no  doubt  be  attempted. 

f  Blaeu,  Wallace,  Mackenzie. 

8  Wallace,  p.  47.  The  King’s  Falconer  has  a  Fee  of  twenty  Pounds  annually  for  taking  the 
Hawks,  and  a  Hen  or  Dog  {except  fome  privileged  Places)  out  of  every  Houfe  in  the  Country. 

h  The  Dealers  in  Lobfters  at  Harwich  propofed  fome  Years  fince  a  Contract,  which  would 
have  been  beneficial  to  (he  People  of  Orkney,  if  fome  Accidents  that  intervened  had  not  hindered 
its  being  carried  into  Execution.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  they  would  attempt  fending  Lobfters  to 
London. 

*  Ben,  Blaeu,  Wallace,  &c. 
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Confumption,  of  which,  in  point  of  Provifions,  a  third  if  notan  half  is 
taken  out  of  the  Sea ;  but  formerly,  when  their  Circumftances  were  better, 
they  falted,  dried,  and  exported  a  great  deal  L 

The  People  of  Orkney  are  in  general  flout,  robufl,  and  aCtive,  many 
of  them  remarkably  tall,  and  well-proportioned,  with  fair  and  florid  Com¬ 
plexions,  for  which  they  were  anciently  famous '.  The  Women  are  hand- 
fome,  modefl,  and  excellent  Houfewives.  Buchanan,  and  other  Writers  of 
his  Age,  charged  them  with  being  hard  Drinkers,  but  at  the  fame  Time 
allow  that  they  did  not  carry  this  Excefs  fo  far  as  Drunkennefs  ni.  At  pre- 
fent  they  are  in  general  efleemed  to  be  a  very  civil,  courteous,  fedate,  well- 
difpofed  People,  chearful  without  Levity,  religious  without  Enthufiafm, 
and  without  any  remarkable.  Blemifh,  if  we  except  a  too  great  Warinefs, 
that  borders  on  Sufpicion  n.  The  Gentlemen  have  good  Houfes  upon  their 
Eilates,  owing  to  an  old  Cuflom,  when  every  Man  who  acquired  a  Pro¬ 
perty,  thought  it  became  him  to  build  ;  and  after  the  P%.eformation,  their 
Bifhops  were  remarkable  for  this  Practice0.  The  Farmers  live  fcattered 
over  the  Iflands,  and  are  for  the  mofl  part  rather  better  lodged  than  thofe 
are  on  the  Continent ;  but  their  Diet  is  coarfe  and  fcanty,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  People  in  general  work  very  hard  for  a  bare  Subflftence,  and  that  too, 
in  its  Kind,  very  indifferent.  They  build  their  own  Dwellings,  make 
their  own  Cloaths,  and  have  a  natural  Aptnefs  to  Manufactures,  and  would 
undoubtedly  fucceed  in  all  fuch  as  are  proper  for  them,  if  they  had  the  Means 
of  introducing  them  at  home,  and  of  carrying  them  abroad  to  Market. 
Their  Situation,  their  Manner  of  Life,  and  their  fubflfling  fo  much  as  they 
are  obliged  to  do  upon  Fifh,  makes  them,  by  continual  Practice,  very  dex¬ 
trous  and  intrepid  Seamen,  which  might  become  a  great  national  Advan¬ 
tage,  if  they  had  any  Means  of  maintaining  themfelves  comfortably  in  their 
own,  inftead  of  being  compelled,  by  the  lharp  Spur  of  Neceflity,  to  feek  a 
Living  in  other  Countries  p. 

k  This  (hews  that  with  a  little  Afliflanee  they  might  with  Succefs  refume  their  Fifheries ;  and 
on  this  the  Earl  of  Morton  infilled  in  his  Petition. 

1  Polyd.  Virgilii  Angiics  Hill.  lib.  i.  They  are  of  Stature  tall,  almoft  always  found  in  Body 
and  Mind,  living  generally  to  a  great  Age,  though  they  feed  chiefly  upon  Fifh.  Boethius  fays, 
that  in  his  Time  they  lived  long,  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  State  of  Health,  fo  that  the  life  of 
phyflck  was  little  if  at  all  known  amongfl  them.  He  adds,  in  their  Bodies  they  are  robufl,  and 
have  very  fair  Countenances. 

m  H.  Boeth.  Scotorum  Regni  Defcript.  fol.  9.  b.  Buchan.  Rerum  Scoticar.  Hifl.  lib.  i. 

n  Wallace,  Mackenzie,  MS.  Account. 

0  Monteith,  Blaeu,  Maps  of  thefe  Iflands. 

p  If  for  the  fake  of  Profit  they  go  into  foreign  Countries,  we  lof?  the  People  and  their  Pofle- 
rity;  and  if  they  remove  to  any  Part  of  Britain,  by  their  betaking  themfelves  to  other  Methods- 
of  Life,  we  lofe  the  Seamen  :  Whereas,  if  Orkney  was  only  as  populous  as  it  once  was,  and  it 
might  be  more  fo,  the  Public  might  at  any  Time  draw  from  thence  ten  thou fand  expert  and  hardy 
Sailors. 
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Their  old  Conftitution  was  in  many,  indeed  in  mold  Refpects,  a  very 
good  one.  They  paid  but  a  fmall  Tribute  to  the  Kings  of  Norway.  Their 
Earl  had  his  Demefnes,  and  other  Revenues,  which  his  Refidence  in  Po¬ 
mona,  and  their  Trade  with  the  Northern  Nations,  rendered  very  light  and 
eafyq.  The  Rent  of  Church  Lands  and  Tythes,  which  fupported  the 
'Clergy,  though  raifed  upon  the  People,  were  alfo  fpent  amongid  them  r  ; 
and  as  to  the  municipal  Laws  and  Courts  of  Juftice,  they  were  in  the  Hands 
of  a  Chief  Magiftrate,  and  fubordinate  Officers  defied  by  the  People.  The 
good  Effects  of  this  Fori'n  of  Rule  were  very  viiible  in  the  Improvement  of 
the  Country,  the  plentiful  Living  of  the  People,  and  their  Numbers  in 
every  Ifland,  of  all  which  the  Monuments  that  remain  put  thefe  Fafts  out 
of  Doubt8.  At  prefen  t  they  have  a  Sheriff,  who  diffributes  Juidice,  and 
feveral  Gentlemen  in  the  Commiffion  of  the  Peace.  The  County  has  a 
Reprefentative  in  Parliament,  and  Kirkwall  likewife  fends  a  Member  in 
Conjunction  with  four  other  Boroughs f.  In  reference  to  Ecclefiaftical  Af¬ 
fairs,  they  have  a  Provincial  Synod,  three  Prefbyteries,  twenty-eight  Pa¬ 
rities,  and  thefe  are  fupplied  by  eighteen  Minifters.  It  has  been  computed 
that  there  are  Three  thoufand  Eight  hundred  and  Twenty  Families,  and 

Twenty-three  thoufand  Inhabitants  in  thefe  Idles u.  Their  Drefs  is  after  the 
✓ 

Scots  Mode,  and  they  likewife  fpeak  the  Scots  Language,  their  old  Lan¬ 
guage,  called  Nomsy  being  now  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  worn  out. 

As  to  the  Produce  of  thefe  Iiles,  it  arifes  in  the  firft  Place  from  their 
Agriculture  and  Grazing.  The  former  produces  Grain,  Malt,  and  Meal, 
a  very  large  Proportion  of  which  goes  for  the  Payment  of  the  Crown  Rent, 
and  is  annually  exported ;  which,  when  they  have  had  bad  Harvefts,  brings 

q  So  long  as  they  retained  their  old  Government,  and  what  they  paid  for  its  Support  circulated 
amongft  them,  they  throve,  and  were  content.  But  as  the  foregoing  HIdory  fhews,  from  the  Time 
that  the  public  Revenue  was  exacted  from  them,  and  carried  out  of  the  Country,  they  gradually 
declined  in  their  Circumftances,  grew  poor  and  uneafy,  dejedted  and  unhappy. 

i'  The  Churchmen  being  Natives,  and  living  in  the  Country,  whatever  they  received,  by  their 
Buildings  and  Hofpitality,  entered  again  into  Circulation,  and  from  hence  the  Commons  felt  no 
great  Inconvenience  from  what  they  paid,  and  confidered  thofe  Edifices  (as  in  truth  they  were) 
as  Acquifitions  to  and  Ornaments  of  their  Country. 

s  The  Caftles  now  demolifiied,  the  Churches  and  Chapels  now  difufed,  and  the  Account  given 
in  Blaeu,  that  in  the  lad  Century,  on  a  general  Mufier,  there  appeared  (without  any  Prejudice 
to  Husbandry,  Grazing,  or  Fiftieries)  ten  thoufand  Men  able  to  bear  Arms,  and  even  then  thefe 
Illes  were  far  from  being  in  the  befi  Condition,  muft  be  looked  upon  as  incontefiible  Evidences  in 
Support  of  what  is  afferted  in  the  Text. 

1  Thefe  are  the  Boroughs  of  Taine,  Dingwall,  Dornock,  and  Wick. 

u  The  Number  here  fiated  from  Mr.  Mackenzie’s  Survey,  is  of  fuch  only  as  are  entered  on  the 
the  Minifters  Rolls,  as  having  been  catechized  ;  but  upon  a  drift  Inquiry  in  feveral  Parifhes,  -the 
Proportion  has  been  found  to  fiand  thus;  in  a  Parifh  confiding  of  853,  there  were  613  on  that 
Lifi,  and  240  under  the  Age  at  which  they  are  ufually  catechized,  that  is  between  nine  and  ten 
Years  old,  and  therefore  the  true  Number  of  Souls  in  thefe  Ides  is  32,039. 
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great  Diftrefs,  and  is  at  all  Times  a  Hardship  upon  the  People  w.  They 
likewife  export  Beef  and  Butter,  though  the  latter  is  really  no  better  than 
Greafe,  to  the  Amount  of  about  eight  hundred  Barrels,  or  more  properly 
Half  Barrels,  of  one  hundredweight  each,  per  Annum,  and  about  one  Half  of 
this,  we  are  told,  alfogoes  in  Payment  of  Rent  x.  It  is  not  to  be  underftood 
from  hence,  that  in  Orkney  there  is  any  natural  Defedl  in  this  Commodity, 
for  few  Countries  afford  better  Butter  than  in  good  Families  is  made  here 
for  their  own  Confumption  ;  but  the  great  Quantity  required,  and  the  low 
Price  allowed,  are  the  Caufes  that  depreciate  the  Quality  of  the  reft  y.  They 
likewife  export  a  good  deal  of  Linen  Yarn,  and  fome.  Cloth2,  Worfted, 
coarfe  woollen  Goods,  and  very  fine  Stockings,  which,  with  Calves,  Rab¬ 
bits,  Otters  and  Seal  Skins,  and  fome  Feathers,  make  up  the  reft  of  their 
Commodities3.  Before  the  Union,  though  they  had  undoubtedly  lefs  Trade, 
they  had  more  Money,  or  at  leaft  an  Appearance  of  more  Money,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  drawing  a  Balance  in  Cafh,  which  circulated  in  their  differ¬ 
ent  Coins  through  thefe  Ides,  from  all  the  Northern  Nations  with  whom 
they  traded1’.  Now  though  they  have  ftill  fome  Trade  with  Hamburgh 
and  Norway,  and  alfo  with  Spain  and  Portugal  c ;  yet  their  principal  Cor- 
refpondence  is  with  Leith  and  Newcaftle,  in  confequence  of  their  having 
difcovered  a  new  Refource  in  Kelp  A  of  which  they  export  annually  up¬ 
wards  of  a  thoufand  Tons.  It  is  this  valuable  Article  enables  them  to  pro¬ 
cure  fuch  Conveniencies  as  they  moft  affetft,  and  a  ftnall  Balance  in  Cadi 
beftdes,  which  with  the  Expences  of  foreign  Seamen  at  Kirkwall  and  Stroms 
nefs,  furnifhes  what  little  Money  they  have  e,  and  is  an  inconteftible  Proof 
of  what  an  increafed  and  well  directed  Induftry,  productive  of  an  exten- 

,  •  _ 

w  The  People  in  Orkney,"  through  Want  of  Money,  which  arifes  from  the  Want  of  Trade,  pay 
their  Rent3  in  Barley,  Malt,  and  Oatmeal.' 

x  MS.  Account. 

y  This  Orkney  Greafe,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  is  a  Commodity,  'which  at  its  prefent  Price  is 
in  great  Demand,  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  they  do  not  endeavour  to  make  it  better. 

z  This  Linen  Yarn  and  Cloth  are  fent  to  Leith,  Newcaftle,  and  other  Ports  in  the  North  of 
England  with  their  Kelp. 

a  As  to  the  Quantities  of  thefe,  no  diflindt  Accounts  have  been  obtained  ;  but  in  all  thefe  Ar¬ 
ticles  great  Improvements  might  be  made. 

b  Their  great  Commerce  in  thofe  Days  was  with  Norway  in  Corn  and  Meal ;  to  the  Hans 
Towns,  viz.  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  and  Dantzick,  to  which  they  carrried  Fifh,  Fifh-oil,  woollen 
Stuffs  and  Butter.  The.  greateff  Part  of  thefe  Commodities  they  fold  for  ready  Money,  and  this 
being  carried  home,  became,  as  is  faid  in  the  Text,  the  current  Coin  in  the  Orkneys. 

c  To  Norway  they  fend  Grain  and  Meal,  and  bring  Tar  and  Timber  from  thence. 

d  Before  the  Union  they  had  no  Intercourfe  with  England,  from  whence  they  now  furnifh  them* 
felves  with  numerous  Articles  for  home  Confumption,  in  return  for  their  Kelp,  which  is  neceflary 
to  the  beneficial  Manufactures  of  Allom,  Soap,  and  Glafs.  It  is  evident  •  therefore,  that  this 
Commerce  is  alike  advantageous  to  both  Countries,  and  of  courfe  it  is  the  Intereff  of  both  to  en¬ 
courage  and  extend  it. 

e  To  thefe  we  .add  the  Wages  of  three  or  four  hundred  Seamen,  employed  by  the  Society  in 
carrying  Gn  the  White  Herring  Fifhery. 

five 
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five  Trade,  would  do,  if  thefe  could  be  procured,  and  that  without  much 
Difficulty.  And  that  thefe,  by  a  reafonable  Degree  of  public  Attention,  and 
with  very  fmall  Afiiftance,  may  be  obtained,  ffiall  to  every  capable  and  can¬ 
did  Pveader  be  rendered  very  apparent. 

It  is  from  the  foregoing  Account  of  thefe  Ides  and  their  Produce  ren¬ 
dered  manifeft,  that  there  are  fufficient  Materials  in  them  to  work  upon ; 
and  in  truth  this  was  obferved  and  infilled  upon,  as  has  been  before  hinted, 
above  a  Century  ago  f  But  becaufe  it  was  neglected  then,  and  has  been  fo 
ever  lince,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  ought  to  be  neglected  for  ever,  more 
efpecially  by  fo  wife  as  well  as  fo  potent  a  Nation,  and  in  an  Age  of  Specu¬ 
lation  like  this,  fo  fertile  in,  and  fo  famous  for,  its  Improvements  g.  The 
Orkneys,  from  their  centrical  Situation,  feem  to  be  extremely  fit  for  the 
erecting  a  general  Magazine  of  all  Things  requiiite  for  every  Kind  of 
Fiffiery  1],  and  being,  as  they  are,  within  a  Day’s  Sail  of  the  Weflern  Iilands 
on  one  Side,  and  the  Shetland  Ides  on  the  other,  the  Inhabitants  of  both 
Countries,  as  well  as  the  Natives  of  all  thefe  Ides,  might  be  commodioudy 
furniffied  from  thence  with  the  Means  of  entering  at  once  upon  this  im¬ 
portant  Branch  of  Induflry,  in  their  own  Bottoms,  and  for  their  own  Bene¬ 
fit,  which  would  infallibly,  and  without  any  other  Afiiftance,  put  this  Trade 
totally  and  for  ever  into  the  Hands  of  Britifh  Subjects  b  Several  of  thefe 
Idands  are  no  lefs  happily  difpofed  for  the  Greenland  and  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Whale  Fiffiery.  For  here  they  might  depofit  their  Stores,  bring  hi¬ 
ther  their  Blubber,  extract ;  their  Oil,  and  from  hence  export  it  in  Calks  to 
proper  Markets  k.  In  Time  of  War  thefe  Idands  would  be  an  excellent 
Station  for  a  fmall  Squadron  of  his  Majefly’s  Ships,  as  well  for  the  Protec¬ 
tion  of  our  own  Commerce,  as  for  annoying  that  of  our  Enemies  j  in  which 

f  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails,  p.  525.  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  revived,  p.  251. 
T.  Gentleman’s  Way  to  win  Wealth,  p.  11,  12. 

s  The  Spaniards  boaft  the  Difcovery  of  America,  the  Portoguefe  of  the  Eaff  Indies,  the  Italian 
States  of  having  reduced  Commerce  to  a  Syfiem,  the  Dutch  of  carrying  thofe  Rules  into  Practice. 
But  the  Britifh  Nation  has  furpafted  them  all,  witnefs  the  unrivalled  Strength  of  her  naval  Power, 
the  wide-fpread  Empire  of  her  Colonies,  the  Produce  of  her  numberlefs  Manufactures,  her  Credit 
liable  as  the  Globe,  and  her  Traffick  which  knows  no  Bounds,  but  thofe  impofed  by  Nature  on 
the  World.  But  above  all,  from  that  generous  Spirit  of  fup porting  and  rewarding  Induflry, 
which  gives  Life  and  Activity,  and  I  trufl  will  give  Immortality  to  her  unequalled  and  amazing 
Grandeur. 

h  It  is  not  intended  by  this  to  fuperfede  other  Magazines,  which  will  be  undoubtedly  necef- 
fary  in  the  Weftern  Idands,  but  to  recommend  a  capital  Magazine  in  a  Place  fo  feated,  as  that 
Recourfe  might  be  had  to  it  in  any  Emergency,  and  from  any  of  the  Idands.  The  rather,  be¬ 
caufe  the  Fidring  in  Shetland,  Lewis,  and  the  Weflern  Ides,  is  in  fome  Seafons  fo  great,  that  for 
want  of  fuch  a  Magazine  very  large  Advantages  are  loft. 

i  This  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned,  but  till  it  is  effe<5led,  it  can  never  be  too  frequently 
repeated. 

k  They  might  here  alfo  complete  their  Number  of  Hands,  winter  their  Ships,  and  take  in 
Part  of  their  Proviftons. 

•  3  Light 
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Light  alio,  its  Ports  and  Roads  would  be  very  convenient  for  Privateers  1 
As  foon  as  bv  their  Fifhing  and  the  Produce  of  it  carried  and  fold  at  foreign 
Markets,  by  applying  to  Manufactures,  more  efpecially  fuch  as  are  requi¬ 
site  to  the  Fishery,  the  Materials  for  which  they  produce  or  might  produce 
•in  their  own  Ides,  and  fending  out  with  their  Fifh  their  native  Commodi¬ 
ties  to  Places  where  they  were  never  carried  before,  Money  came  to  cir¬ 
culate  ;  it  would  be  a  fit  Time  to  fix  the  Price  of  the  Rents  hitherto  paid 
in  Kind,  from  the  Want  of  Specie,  and  of  preventing  the  accumulating  of 
Farms,  a  Practice  however  beneficial  (and  that  but  for  a  Time)  to  Indivi¬ 
duals,  extremely  detrimental  to  the  Public;  longer  Leafes  fliould  likewife 
be  introduced,  and  every  other  Method  purfued  that  may  bring  the  Land 
now  under  Cultivation,  by  an  improved  Hufbandry,  into  a  fuperior  Con¬ 
dition,  and  thereby  encourage  the  bringing  what  has  been  confidered  as 
wafte  Land  into  Cultivation  likewife  m. 

It  might  be  alfo  highly  expedient  to  introduce' the  Dutch  Model,  for  ren¬ 
dering  Iflands,  in  their  own  Nature  much  worfe  than  tliefe,  rich  and  fiourifh- 
ingn.  This  is  no  other,  than  firff  maturely  confidering,  and  then  carefully 
adapting,  particularly  Staples  to  fuch  Iflands,  as  from  their  Size,  Situation, 
Produce,  and  natural  Advantages,  are  fitted  for  their  Reception0.  Such,  for 
Example,  as  encouraging  Boats,  Sloops,  and  Bark-building  in  any  Ifland  where 
there  are  many  Creeks  andBays  of  different  Sizes,  for  thecommodious  Launch¬ 
ing  and  convenienient  Reception  of  fuch  Vefiels  when  built  p.  The  encourag¬ 
ing,  in  fome  or  other  of  the  larger  Iflands,  the  railing  and  manufacturing  of 
Hemp  and  Flax,  for  the  important  Purpofes  of  makingTwine,  Nets,  Cordage, 
and  other  fifhingand  naval  Stores,  than  which  nothing  would  be  eafier,  when 
fufiicient  Markets  were  once  open  for  them  amongft  themfelves  fl.  That  thefe 

1  In  order  to  be  convinced  of  this,  we  need  only  to  recur  to  any  Collection  of  Voyages,  Which 
will  fhew,  that  the  firft  Land  made  in  Europe  by  homeward-bound  Eaft  or  Weft  India  Ships,  is 
fome  or  other  either  of  the  Orkney  or  Shetland  Iflands ;  and  certainly  had  their  Inhabitants  pecu¬ 
niary  Abilities  to  undertake  them,  no  Countries  can  be  better  fituated  for  thefe  Trades. 

m  This  was  at  once  fo  very  obvious,  and  fo  very  practicable  an  Improvement,  that  amongft 
the  Motives  fuggefted  by  the  Earl  of  Morton  in  his  Petition  to  Parliament,  printed  in  the  Votes  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  N°.  22,  January  the  twenty- fixth,  1741-42,  draining  and  cultivating 
certain  TraCts  of  mar  thy  and  barren  Land,  which  now  lie  wholly  ufelefs  and  uncultivated,  is  one 
of  the  greateft  Weight. 

n  We  find  this  one  of  the  mod  early  Maxims  adopted  by  the  States  ;  and  it  is  by  a  ftendy  Ad¬ 
herence  to  it  that  their  Dominions  have  continued  to  thrive. 

0  Upon  the  happy  Allignmenr  of  proper  Staples  to  proper  Places,  the  Succefs  of  this  Method 
depends;  and  therefore  the  utmofl  CircumfpeCtion  is  to  be  ufed  in  the  Choice,  the  utmoft  Caution 
to  be  employed  in  their  firft  Eftablifhment,  and  a  fleady  Perfeverance  in  their  Support,  till  they 
become  thoroughly  rooted. 

p  All  the  Afliflance  this  would  require,  would  be  the  eftabliflning  a  few  Docks,  which  in  their 
prefent  Circumftances  thefe  People  cannot  afford. 

^  Proper  Perfons  might  be  induced  to  go  and  inftruCt  theNavesin  thefe  Trades,  by  a  Grant 
of  Lands  on  the  due  Performance  of  their  Contracts. 

Vol.  L  4  R  Propofals 
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Propofals  are  not  only  calculated  for  the  Benefit  of  the  People  of  Orkney,, 
but  alfo  are  accompanied  with  Propriety  and  Practicability,  will  fufficiently 
appear,  if  the  Reader  reflects  on  the  Salt  Works,  which  we  have  already  . 
obferved  were  carried  to  Perfection  by  the  Earl  of  Carrick  in  the  Ifland 
ofEda,  and  the  little  Ifle  adjacent r,  an  Improvement,  which  if  revived^ 
would  immediately  correfpond  with,  and  turn  highly  to  the  Advantage  of, 
the  Fiihery,  as  well  as  thofe  that  have  been  before  mentioned. 

These  are  Modes  of  Improvement  which  have  been,  fome  of  them,, 
mentioned  long  ago,  and  are  all  of  them  fo  plain  and  obvious,  that  they 
cannot  be  controverted ;  but  I  will  conclude  with  two,  that,  as  far  as  I 
know,  were  never  hitherto  fuggefted,  and  which,  I  apprehend,  would  not 
only  be  very  effectual,  but  would  alfo  be  equally  quick  and  certain  in  their 
Operations5.  The  firfi:  is  the  erecting  an  University,  which  might  be 
done  at  a  very  fmall  Expence,  added  to  the  Application  of  what  the  People 
already  pay  in  virtue  of  the  old  Ecclefiaftical  Efiablifhment r.  This  Uni- 
verfity,  from  the  centrical  Situation  of  the  Orkneys,  would  be  probably  at¬ 
tended  with  the  following  happy  Effects  u.  Fil'd,  it  would  take  away  the 
Necefiity  of  fending  the  Youth  out  of  the  Country,  where  their  Parents 
are  compelled  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  their  Education,  and  who,  from  this 
very  Circumftance  of  being  brought  up  in  another  Place,  and  accuftomed 
to  other  Objects,  People,  and  Manners,  are  fo  weaned  from  their  Country, 
that  not  one  in  five  of  them  return.  In  the  next  Place,  it  wrould  fave  the 
Expences  which  their  Parents  are  now  at,  or,  in  other  Words,  would  keep 
confiderable  Sums  of  Money  in  the  Country,  which  now,  andunlefsfome  fuch 
Remedy  is  applied,  will  for  ever  go  out  of  it,  and  confequently  contribute  to 
increafe  the  Circulation,  which  is  a  Point  of  infinite  Importance.  Laftly, 
it  would  attradf  Numbers  of  young  Perfons  from  the  Northern  Extremity  of 
the  Continent,  from  the  Ifiands,  and  it  may  be  from  Norway,  Denmark, 
and  Germany,  which  would  bring  both  Men  and  Money  into  the  Orkneys, 
and  be  productive  of  other  Advantages,  on  which  there  is  not  room  to  in- 

r  The  fame  Nobleman  eftablifhed  another  Manufacture  of  the  fame  Kind  on  Pomona,  called  from 
thence  the  new  Work  at  Deernefs.  Befides  thefe,  as  I  have  been  informed,  there  were  Salt  Pans 
on  Flota.  Should  it  be  afked,  how  came  they  to  fail  ?  The  Anfwer  is,  by  the  falling  of  the 
Fifhery.  As  they  funk,  they  fhould  revive  together. 

s  It  is  from  this  Motive  that  they  are  fubmitted  to  the  public  Confideration,  to  whom  it  is 
poffible  their  apparent  good  Confequences  may  recommend  them.  , 

1  There  is  a  wide  Difference  between  doing  Things  from  a  Motive  of  Superfrition,  and  from 
Reafons  founded  in  found  Policy  ;  fo  fince  the  Inhabitants  of  Orkney  Hill  pay  the  Rents  of  the  Bi- 
fhopric,  it  teems  but  JuHice  to  fettle  them  on  fome  fuch  Foundation,  that,  as  in  the  Days  of  Pre* 
lacy,  they  may  be  conHantly  expended  amongft  them. 

u  There  is  no  Doubt,  that  if  fuch  a  Scheme  fhould  ever  be  carried  into  Execution,  due  Care 
would  be  taken  to  render  this  a  Seminary  of  ufeful  Knowledge  and  practical  Science. 

lift. 
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RR  w.  My  other  Propofal  is,  that  the  East  India  Company  be  allowed 
to  ereft  a  fpacious  Magazine  in  one  of  thefe  Illands,  where  alfo  a  Collec¬ 
tor  and  a  fufficient  Number  of  King’s  Officers  ffiould  alfo  refide,  to  receive 
the  Duties  of  fuch  EaR  India  Commodities  as  might  be  taken  off  by 
Britith  Subjects ;  and  which  being  afforded  cheaper,  would  increafe  the 
Confumption  to  the  Profit  of  the  Company,  and  of  the  Revenue  x.  This 
would  likewife  effectually  prevent  Smuggling,  more  efpecially  if  a  CuRom- 
houfe  Cutter  was  to  be  alfo  Rationed  at  the  fame  Ifland,  and  to  cruize  occa- 
fionally  from  thence.  It  would  likewife  enable  the  Company  to  fend  their 
Goods  to  Hamburgh,  to  Lubec,  and  to  other  Ports,  on  eafier  Terms  than 
they  could  be  fupplied  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  new  Northern  Companies; 
which  it  is  well  known  have  been  ereCted  by  the  Affifiance  of  Britifii 
Subjects,  and  have  been,  are,  and  ever  will  be,  very  detrimental  to  this 
Nation  y. 

If  this  HiRory,  Defcription,  and  Account  of  their  Produce  and  Refources, 
fliould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  throw  Light  fufficient  on  this  SubjeCt,  to  in¬ 
duce  an  able  and  intelligent  AdminiRration,  to  look  with  Attention  upon 
the  Orkneys,  and  by  the  Methods  here  propoled,  or  any  other,  enable  the 
Inhabitants  to  turn  their  Abilities  and  Labour  to  their  own,  and  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  Emolument,  it  will  certainly  produce  very  falutary,  perhaps  very  fur- 
prizing  EffeCts  z.  The  bringing  the  Endeavours  of  thirty  thoufand  Perfons, 
to  live  in  that  Eafe,  and  with  thofe  Comforts  which  their  fellow  Subjects 
in  general  enjoy,  would  increafe  their  Correfpondence  with  Britain  and 
her  Colonies,  promote  the  Confumption  of  their  Commodities  and  Manu- 


w  Amongd  thefe,  it  will  be  none  of  the  lead,  that  it  will  afford  a  Means  of  cultivating  Genius 
amongd  the  Natives,  and  furnifhing  in  Time  a  Subfiftence  to  a  few  of  them,  who  no  Quedion 
will  in  Gratitude  bend  all  their  Endeavours  to  render  their  Studies  beneficial  to  their  Country, 
and  thereby  repay  the  Obligation. 

x  It  may  be  eafily  conceived  that  the  faving  repeated  Freights,  the  Accumulation  of  different 
Profits,  feveral  Infurances,  and  other  Charges,  may  in  a  great  Degree  balance  the  Duty.  At  all 
Events,  whatever  can  be  thus  fold  will  be  fo  much  clear  Gain  to  the  Nation  ;  as  the  whole  Purchafc 
Money  would  have  been  laid  out  with  Swedes,  Danes,  or  other  Strangers. 

r  The  very  forming  fuch  Magazines,  the  Maintenance  of  the  Officers  of  the  Crown  and  Com¬ 
pany,  though  lefs  expenfive  here  than  they  would  be  any  where  elfe,  with  the  Refort  of  Shipping, 
&c.  would  very  fpeedily  Change  the  Face  of  Affairs  in  the  Orkneys,  and  pofiibly  put  it  in  the 
Power  of  the  People  to  undertake  Fifheries  and  other  Improvements  without  any  Affidance  from 
the  Publick,  fave  a  few  good  Laws  to  fecond  their  Endeavours. 

*  It  has  been  /hewn  that  thefe  Ides  in  point  of  Territory  are  equal  to  Zealand,  a  Province  com- 
pofed  like  this  of  Idands  of  different  Sizes  ;  it  has  been  hinted,  that  by  proper  Attention  and  rea- 
fonable  Encouragement,  the  Orkneys  might  be  made  as  dourifhing  in  Time  to  come  as  Zealand 
now  is.  It  may  be  demanded  by  fome  Lover  of  Precifion,  what  does  Zealand  yield  to  the  States? 
The  only  Anfwer  that  can  be  returned  to  this  is,  that  when  Sir  William  Temple  computed  the 
ordinary  Revenue  of  the  Republic  at  twenty-one  millions  of  Guilders,  Zealand  actually  paid  about 
two  millions,  or  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  Pounds  fterling,  exclufive  of  the 
Expence  of  Dikes,  Sec. 
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failures,  and  confequently  the  Revenue  of  the  Excife  as  well  as  Cuftomg* 
Thefe  are  Advantages  we  have  very  prudently  fought,  by  peopling  Coun¬ 
tries  at  a  vaft  Diltance ;  would  there  be  lets  Prudence  in  drawing  the- 
fame  Refources  here  at  Home  ?  Thefe  People  are  confefied  to  be  frugal  and 
diligent ;  but  they  with  to  find  the  Sweets  of  their  own  Labour,  and  to 
feel  their  Induftry  rewarded.  What  is  this,  but  an  earned;  Inclination  to, 
refume  their  Filheries,  to  ferve  on  board  our  Fleets,  to  bring  more  raw. 
Commodities  to  our  Markets,  in  order  to  carry  more  of  our  Manufactures 
to  theirs,  to  be  inftruCted  in  our  Arts,  to  copy  our  Examples,  and  thereby 
make  thefe  Britifii  Iflands  more  and  more  refemble  Britain  ?  Ought  we  not 
to  call:  an  Eye  on  fuch  People,  ought  we  not  to  encourage  their  Defires  ?  In* 
a  Word,  ought  we  not  to  put  it  in  their  Power  to  pay  us  Tribute  ?  This  is- 
all  they  alk,  or  I  for  them. 

<  / 

Section  V., 

Part  II.  Of  the  Ijlands  of  Shetland. 

THE  Reafons  why  fo  little  is  to  be  known  hi  refpecl  to  the  ancient  State  of 
thefe  Ijlands.  A  fuccinB  Account  of  the  Jeveral  Changes  they  have  under - 
.  gone.  The  principal  Caufes  why  they  have  been  hitherto  fo  little  known ,  and 
why  they  deferve  to  be  better  defcribed ,  and  more  attentively  confidered.  The 
fever al  Appellations  which  have  been  bejlowed  upon  them.  Their  Number, 
Situation ,  and  Extent .  The  largeft  of  iheje  Ijlands  fiyled  the  Main  Land , 
and  the  principal  Harbours  therein  particularly  dejcribed.  The  Ijlands  that 
lie  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Main  Land.  The  Ijlands  that  are  fttuated 
to  the  Eaft  of  the  Main  Land.  A  dijlinB  Account  oj'  the  Ifland  of  Tell. 
The  like  of  the  Ifland  ofXJnft.  Situation  and  prcfent  State  of  Foula,.  which 
was  the  Thule  of  Tacitus.  Of  Fair  Ijle ,  with  a  remarkable  Piece  of  Hif- 
iory  relating  thereto.  Of  the  Climate  and  Seafons  in  the  Shetland  Iftes. 
Their  Soil  and  Produce.  Are  all  of  them  admirably  watered ,  and  their 
Coafts  abounding  with  Variety  of  excellent  Fifth.  The  annual  Progrefs  of 
Herring.  A  Jhort  Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  Fifhery  upon  this  Coaft.  A  modeft 
Computation  of  its  total  Amount.  Account  of  the  Inhabitants  in  re - 
JpeB  to  their  Perfons,  Manners ,  Husbandry ,  Man7.1faB.ures ,  and  Commerce 
Reciprocal  Advantages  that  might  arife  from  a  clofer  ConneBion ,  and  more 
conftant  and  regular  IntercourJe  between  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Ijlands  and 
thoje  in  Great  Britain.  The  beneficial  Confequences  that  flowed  j'rom  that 
Conftitution  which  originally  took  Place  in  all  our  Ijlands.  Political  Deduc¬ 
tions  from  the  Contents  of  this  Chapter ,  tending  to  Jhew  what  Jlupendous 
Advantages  may  be  derived  from  the  Improvement  even  of  the  remotejl  Bri - 

tijh 
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tijh  Iflands,  An  Inftance  in  Support  of  this  from  the  If  and  of  Gothland, 
and  the  great  Mart  of  Wifhuy  feated  therein .  The  Conclufion. 

IN  refpedt  to  the  early  Hiftory  of  thefe  Iflands,  and  of  their  original  In¬ 
habitants,  we  have  already  given  all  the  memorable  Particulars  that 
we  could  glean  in  treating  of  the  People  in  the  Orkneys ».  The  Writers 
of  Antiquity,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  are  totally  filent  as  to  any  of  them' except 
Thule,  of  which  we  have  already  faid  much,  and  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Section  fhall  have  Occafion  to  fay  fomewhat  more  h.  It  may  be  that  So- 
linus,  by  his  Pomona  diutina ,  might  mean  the  main  Land  of  Shetland,  to 
which  that  Epithet  agrees  better  than  to  the  main  Land  of  Orkney ;  yet 
this  after  all  is  but  Conjecture  c.  Thefe  Iflands  are  not  fo  much  as  men¬ 
tioned  by  Fordun  or  Polydore  Virgil ;  are  but  very  flightly  treated  by  Hec¬ 
tor  Boethius,  Bifhop  Lefly,  and  Buchanan  d ;  barely  touched  by  Camden, 
though  pretty  largely  infilled  upon  by  another  Writer  e,  who  flourilhed  at  the 
fame  Time.. 

There  are  Proofs  fufficiently  convincing,  that  they  were  very  early  inha¬ 
bited  by  the  Pidts,  or  rather  by  thofe  Nations  who  were  the  original  PofTelTors 
of  the  Orkneys  ;  and  at  the  Time  of  the  total  DeltruCtion  of  thefe  Nations,  , 
if  any  Credit  be  due  to  Tradition,  their  Woods,  for  Reafons  elfewhere 
mentioned,  were  entirely  ruined  L  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  People 
in  Shetland,  as  well  as  in  the  Orkneys,  flouriihed  under  their  own  Prince? 
dependant  upon  the  Crown  of  Norway;  yet  this  feems  to  have  been  ra¬ 
ther  through  what  they  acquired  by  Fifhing  and.  Commerce,  than  by  the 

a  As  the  I(les  of  Shetland ‘lie  fo  near  the  Continent  of  Norway,  it  is  rcafonable  tofuppofe  they, 
were  peopled,  or  at  leaffc  conquered,  from  thence,  in  which  all  theantient  Northern  Hiflorians 
agree;  who  in  this  refpeft,  that  is,  as  to  the  Anceftors  of  the  prefent  Inhabitants,  are  our  fureft 
Guides.  Mallet,  Introduction  a  l’Hiftoire  de  Dannemarc,  p.172. 

b  The  learned  Angrimus  Jonas.  Crymog,  lib.  i.  takes  great  Pains  to  prove,  that  Thule,  men- 
tioned  by  Virgil,  Pliny,  and  other  Roman  Authors,  was  not  Ifeland,  but  one  of  the  Britifh  Hies, 
and  cites  Ramus  and-Myritius,  who  were  both  of  his  Opinion.  Petrarch,  lib.  iii.  Epilt.  i.  has  a 
great  deal  to  the  fame  Purpofe.  Thule  is  a  Phoenician  Word,  fignifying  dark  or  obfcure  ;  and  in  the. 
Britifh,  Inis  touil,  implied  Infula  umbrofa,  or  the  dark  fnady  Ifie. 

c  Polyhift.  cap.  xxxv.  His  Words  are  “  fed  Thule  Larga,  Pomona  diutina  copiofa  eft.”  It 
fhouid  feem  he  meant  to  diftinguifn  two  Iflands  lying  near  one  to  the  other.  If  this  was  his 
Meaning,  it  will  appear  from  the  fubfequent  Defcription  of  thefe  Hies,  that  it  was  not  either  ill 
founded  or  ill  expreffed; 

d  Scotorum  Regni  Defcript.  fob  9.  b.  10.  a.  Regionum  &  rnfuiarum  Scotice  Defcript.  p.  40,  41. 
Rerum  Scoticarum  Hi'ft.  lib.  i.  p.  39. 

e  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain,  p.  43,  who  made  a  very  free  Ufe  of  the  Materials  collected 
by  Leland  and  Ballenden’s  Tranflation  of  Boethius. 

f  The  Tradition  is,  that  this  was  done  by  the  Scots  when  they  deflroyed  the  Pi<5h  ;  but  is 
acre  probably  referred  to  the  Norwegians  rooting  out  the  original  Polleffors- of  Shetland. 

Cultivation! 
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Cultivation  of  their  Lands  g.  It  may  alfo  be  reafonably  prefumed,  that  they 
grew  thinner  of  Inhabitants  after  they  were  annexed  to  the  Crown  of 
Scotland  hj  and  it  is  likely  that  they  revived  again,  chiefly  by  the  very 
great  and  extend ve  Improvements  which  the  Dutch  made  in  the  Her¬ 
ring  Fifhery  upon  their  Coafts,  and  the  Trade  that  the  Crews  of  their 
Bulfes,  then  very  numerous,  carried  on  with  the  Inhabitants,  neceffarily  re¬ 
fill  ting  from  their  Want  of  Provifions  and  other  Conyeniencies,  which  in 
thofe  Days  could  not  but  be  very  confiaerable  i.  N 

There  are  many  Reafons,  which  may  be  affigned,  why  thefe  Iflands, 
though  Part  of  our  Dominions,  have  not  hitherto  been  better  known  t» 
us.  They  were  commonly  placed  two  Degrees  too  far  to  the  North  in  all 
the  old  Maps  k,  in  order  to  make  them  agree  with  Ptolomy’s  Defcriptioa 
of  Thule,  which  he  afferted  to  be  in  the  Latitude  of  fixty-three  Degrees., 
which  we  find  urged  by  Camden,  as  a  Reafon  why  Thule  muft  be  one 
of  the  Shetland  Ifles  l,  to  which  Speed  alfo  agrees,  though  from  their  being 
thus  wrong  placed  he  could  not  find  Room  for  them  in  his  Map  m.  Another, 
and  that  no  light  Caufe,  was  the  many  falfe,  fabulous,  and  impertinent 
Relations  publifhed  concerning  them  n,  as  if  they  were  Countries  inhofpi- 
table  and  uninhabitable  ;  and  laftly,  the  Indolence  or  Indifference  rather 
of  the  Natives,  who  contenting  themfelves  with  thofe  .  Neceffaries  and 
Conveniencies  procured  by  their  Intercourfe  with  other  Nations,  and  con¬ 
ceiving  themfelves  neglected  by  their  Mother  Country,  have  feldom  troubled 

g  This  is  the  Sentiment  csf  the  prefent  Inhabitants,  who  think  their  Anceflors,  though  they 
had  lefs  Corn,  were  in  better  Circumftances  than  themfelves. 

11  It  is  likely,  that  many  having  Alliances  in  that  Country  retired  to  Norway,  and  others  to 
Ifeland,  and  the  Kies  of  Ferroe,  as  deflrous  of  retaining  their  old  Laws  and  Cufloms. 

i  Sibbald,  p.  30.  35.  38.  When  the  Dutch  Bufles  arrived,  with  twenty  thoufand  Men  or 
more  on  board,  they  had  a  Place  afiigned  them  on  Shore,  and  were  allowed  to  barter  their 
Goods  with  the  Natives.  This  Place  was  called  their  Booth  ;  and  the  like  Privilege  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  Hamburgers,  Bremeners,  and  other  Strangers.  The  Gentry  let  them  thefe  Shops  or 
Warehoufes,  where  the  common  People  dealt  with  them  in  Provifions,  Cloth,  Stockings,  &c. 

k  Cluverius  never  mentions  Shetland  ;  but  he  gives  us  Thule,  which  he  takes  to  be  Ifeland; 
but  in  treating  of  that  Country  particularly,  he  reflores  it  to  the  Danes. 

1  Britan,  p.  850.  In  the  latefl:  Edition  of  the  Englifli  Tranflation,  col.  1484,  where  the  learn¬ 
ed  Author  (hews  he  had  been  led  to  believe  fome  Particulars  very  unfavourable  for  thefe  Iflands 
and  their  Inhabitants. 

m  Theatre  of  the  Biitifh  Empire,  p.  132.  where  he  follows  the  erroneous  Situation,  though 
he  might  have  been  better  informed  from  the  Dutch  Charts. 

“They  reprefented  the  Climate  as  intenfely  cold,  the  Soil  as  compofed  of  Craggs  and  Quagmires, 
fo  barren  as  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  Corn;  to  fupply  which,  the  People,  after  drying  Fifli  Bones, 
powdered  them,  then  kneaded  and  baked  them  for  Bread.  The  larger  Fifli  Bones  were  faid  to 
be  all  the  Fuel  they  had.  Yet  in  fo  dreary  a  Country,  and  in  fuch  miferable  Circumflances,  they 
were  acknowledged  to  be  very  long  lived,  chearful  and  content. 
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her  with  their  Applications  °.  It  is  however  very  certain,  that  nothing 
can  be  of  greater  Importance  to  Britain,  than  her  having  a  clear  and  dif- 
tindt  Account  of  every  Part  of  her  Dominions,  a  juft  Idea  of  the  Advantages 
that  may  be  derived  from  them  p,  a  precife  View  of  the  Obftacles  through 
which  fhe  has  been  hitherto  deprived  of  thofe  Advantages,  and  a  competent 
Notion  of  the  Means  by  which  they  may  be  removed.  The  Difcuftion  of 
thefe  Points  in  regard  to  the  Shetland  Ifles,  is  what  conftitutes  our  prefen t 
Talk.. 

There  are  few  Countries  that  have  gone  by  more  Names  than  thefe 
Hands  ;  they  were  called  in  Iflandic,  Hialtlandia ,  from  Walt ,  the  Hilt  of  a 
Sword  q  j  this  might  poflibly  be  corrupted  into  Hetland ,  Hitland ,  or  Heth- 
land ,  though  fome  tell  us  this  fignifies  a  high  Land  r.  They  have  been.: 
likewife,  and  are  ftill  in  fome  Maps,  called  Zetland  and  Zealand ,  in  refer¬ 
ence,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  to  their  Situations.  By  the  Danes,  and  by 
the  Natives,  they  are  ftiied  Yealtaland* ;  and  notwithstanding  the  Odd- 
nefs  of  the  Orthography,  this  differs  very  little;  if  at  all,  from  their  Man¬ 
ner  of  pronuncing  Zetland ,  out  of  which  Pronounciation  grew  the  modem 
Names  of  Shetland  and  Shatland u..  But  of  this  enough,  and,  if  it  was  not 
abfolutely  neceftary,  too  much. 

The  Hands  of  Shetland ,  as  we  commonly  call  them,  are  well  fttuated  for 
Trade.  The  neareft  Continent  to  them  is  Norway,  the  Port  of  Berghen 
lying  forty-four  Leagues  Eaft  w ;  whereas  they  lie  forty  fix  Leagues  North  • 

0  The  People  of  Subftance  take  great  Care  of  their  Children’s  Education,  and  fend  them  to. 
travel  chiefly  into  Germany  and  the  North,  which  produces  Habits  and  Connexions,  which, 
whatever  they  may  be  to  themfelves,  are  by  no  Means  ferviceable  to  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain ; 
it  is  therefore  high  Time  that  they  ftiould  be  difpofed,  by  a  clofer  Correfpondence  with  us,  to  lay 
\hem  afide. 

P  It  will  appear  very  fully  hereafter,  that  a  ftronger  and  clearer  Inflance  than  this,  in  fupport 
of  the  DoXrine  here  laid  down,  could  be  hardly  found. 

q  Rerum  Orcadenf.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  p.  5.  It  is  very  evident,  that  from  the  Iflandic  our  own 
Word  is  derived.  ' 

r  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weflern  Iflands,  p.  371.  On  the  fame  Ground  that  the  Dutch 
Ifles  are  called  Zealand,  or  Lands  lying  in  the  Sea. 

s  Levinus  Lemn.  in  lib.  iv.  de  occult,  nat.  mirab.  cap.  2.  where  he  reprefents  this  Appellation 
as  common  to  all  Countries  thus  fituated. 

1  Defcription  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland,  publiflied  by  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  p.  1.  which  agrees? 
with  all  the  Northern  Writers. 

u  We  know  that  in  the  old  Scots  Language,  Z  was  pronounced  as  we  now  pronounce  Y  ;  thus 
Year  was  wrote  Zeir,  Cunzie  pronounced  Cunyie,  that  is  Coin  ;  and  the  proper  Names  Mackenzie 
and  Menzies  are  pronounced  as  if  they  were  written  Mackeny  and  Menyies.  It  is  hoped  this  will 
explain  Zetland’s  being  pronounced  Yetland.  A  Defire  of  conciliating  Orthography  and  Pronun-, 
ciation  feems  to  have  produced  Shetland. 

w  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland,  from  the  Author’s  Obfervations  in  feveral  Voyages* 

North 
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North  Eaft  from  Buchannefs  * ;  Eaft  North  Eaft  from  Sanda,  d»e -p? 
the  Orkneys,  about  fixteen  or  eighteen  Leagues  y ;  fix  or  feven  Leagues 
North  Ea(t  front  Fair  He 2 ;  fifty-eight  Leagues  Eaft  from  the  Ferroe 
Hies  ^ ;  and  at  nearly  the  fame  Difiance  North  Eaft  from  Lewis  E  The 
Southern  Promontory  of  the  main  Land  called  Swinburgh  Head,  lies  in 
fifty-nine  Degrees  and  fifty  Minutes  of  North  Latitude ;  and  the  Northern 
Extremity  of  Unft,  the  mofi  remote  of  them  all,  in  the  Latitude  of  fixty- 
one  Degrees  fifteen  Minutes  c.  The  Meridian  of  London  paffes  through 
this  laft  Hand,  which  lies  in  the  Longitude  of  two  Degrees  thirty  Mi¬ 
nutes  Weft  from  Paris.;  and  about  five  Degrees  fifteen  Minutes  Eaft  front 
the  Meridian  of  Cape  Lizard  d.  According  to  the  old  Accounts,  from  which 
there  feems  no  juft  Reafon  to  vary,  there  are  in  all  forty-fix  inhabited 
Hands  of  different  Sizes,  forty  Holms,  and  thirty  Skerries  e-.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  fpeak  with  Precifion  but  according  to  the  beft  Computation  we 
have  been  able  to  form,  the  Shetland  Ifles  contain  near  three  Times  as 
much  Land  as  the  Orkneys ;  they  are,  confidered  alfo  in  this  Light,  equal 
in  Size  to  the  Bland  of  Madeira ;  and  not  inferior  to  the  Provinces  of 
Utrecht,  Zealand,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Dutch  Hands  taken  together  L 

The  principal  of  the  Shetland  Illands  is  ftiied  Main  Land,  which  ex¬ 
tends  in  Length  from  North  to  South  about  fixty  Miles,  and  is  in  fome 
Places  above  twenty  broad,  in  others  not  more  than  twog.  It  is  however 
every  where  fo  interfered  by  Arms  of  the  Sea,  that  there  is  not  a  lingle 
Spot  therein  that  is  full  three  Englifh  Miles  From  Salt  Water  L  The 
whole  Coaft,  a  very  few  Places  excepted,  is  a  high,  rough,  inaccefiible 
Hock  ;  and  within  Land,  the  Country  is  mountainous,  molly,  and  full  of 
Moralles  h  Here  and  there  however,  but  more  efpecially  towards  the 

x  From  Captain  Thomas  Preflon’s  accurate  Map  of  thefe  Iflands,  which  if  it  was  republifhed 
would  be  of  great  Service. 

y  Captain  Thomas  Prefton  in 'the  fhort  Notes  joined  to  his  Map. 

z  Martin’s  Description  of  the  Weftern  Ifles,  p.  376. 

Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  revived,  B.  vi.  p.  251,  where  we  have  an  Account  of  his 
Voyage  thither,  A.  D.  1633,  by  Order  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery. 

Idem  ibid. 

c  MS.  Relation  of  the  Shetland  Ifles  verified  by  authentic  Obfervations. 

r’  From  the  reduced  Chart  in  the  Eflai  geographique  fur  les  Ifles  Britanniques. 

e  From  the  larger  Defcription  in  Blaeu’s  Atlas,  p.  148. 

*  This  Point  has  been  attentively  confidered,  due  Allowances  made  for  the  numerous  Inlets, 
and  is  within  rather  than  beyond  the  Truth. 

S  The  common  Computation  is  here  followed,  though  Captain  Prefton  (reckoning  probably  by 
Englifh  Miles)  makes  it  thirty  broad. 

k  This  is  alfo  a  Fa£l  generally  agreed,  and  indeed  the  Map  Efficiently  proves  it ;  thefe  Inlets  are 
what  the  Natives  call  Voes. 

1  See  Mr.  Prefion’s  Account  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfafiions  of  the  Royal  Society,  N“.  473. 
;p.  57.  Abridgment,  vol.  xi.  p.  1358. 

2  Coaft, 
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Coaft,  there  are  little  Parcels  of  Land  that  are  both  fmooth  and  fertile  K 
Among  the  numerous  Inlets  of  the  Sea  that  pierce  both  Sides  of  the  Ifland, 
fome  of  which  enter  feveral  Miles,  and  in  the  Language  of  the  Country 
are  (filed  Voes  ;  there  are  a  great  many  Ports,  not  fewer  than  twenty,  that 
may  be  with  Juftice  (filed  Harbours ;  and  amongft  thefe  there  are  fix, 
three  on  each  Side  of  the  Kland,  that  are  remarkably  good,  and  deferve 
therefore  to  be  particularly  mentioned  h  On  the  Weft  Side  is  Scalloway 
Voe,  which  flows  into  the  Land  through  feveral  Iflands  of  various  Sizes, 
by  which  there  are  two  Entrances  that  lead  to  the  Harbour,  which  is  deep, 
fafe,  and  commodious  m.  The  Town  of  Scalloway  before  which  it  lies, 
was  formerly  the  chief,  indeed  the  only  one  in  the  Ifland.  A.  D.  One 
thoufand  Six  hundred,  Patrick  Earl  of  Orkney  built  a  (lately  Caflle  here, 
which  is  now  in  Ruins n ;  and  the  Place  in  a  Courfe  of  Years  fo  much  de¬ 
clined,  that  there  are  fcarce  thirty  Houfes  °.  On  the  fame  Side  of  the 
Ifland  are  Olis  Voe  and  Valley  Sound,  both  fine  Ports,  and  very  capacious  p. 
On  the  other  Side  of  the  Ifland,  that  is  on  the  Eaft,  the  Town  of  Ler¬ 
wick,  which  is  the  prefent  Capital,  is  fituated,  which  confiffs  of  upwards 
of  three  hundred  Lloufes,  and  is  every  Day  increafing  q.  Oppofite  to  this 
Town  lies  the  Ifland  of  Breflay  or  Brafla,  and  between  the -Ifland  and  the 
Main  runs  the  famous  Brass  a,  fometimes  alfo  called  Broad  Sound,  in 
which  no  lefs  than  two  thoufand  Sail  of  Veflels  have  lain  at  once  fafe  and 
commodioufly r.  It  is  four  Miles  in  Length,  in  fome  Places  two,  in  others 
one  Mile  broad,  in  fome  others  much  narrower  ;  but  deep  and  well  fe- 
cured  from  Winds s.  There  is  towards  the  North  End,  a  Rock  called  the 
Unicorn s.  In  One  thoufand  Six  hundred  and  Forty,  the  Dunkirk  Squa- 

k  There  is  good  Rcafon  to  believe,  that  even  in  the  interior  Part  of  the  Country,  many  fuch 
Spots  might  be  found  and  improved,  at  leaft:  this  is  the  Cafe  in  the  Ferroe  Ifies,  and  in  Ifeland. 
But  in  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  this  is  fcarce  to  be  expelled.  But  if  the  Country  was  more 
populous,  that  is,  if  more  of  the  Natives  were  enabled  to  continue  in  it,  this  and  many  other 
improvements  would  follow  of  Courfe. 

1  This  is  the  great  and  diftinguifhing  Advantage  of  this  and  the  other  Iflands  remarked  by 
Sir  William  Morifon,  i  11 U  ft  rated  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  confirmed  by  Captain  Prefton,  all  Englifh 
Writers  of  indifputable  Credit.  It  is  no  fmall  Honour  to  Shetland  that  thefe  Gentlemen  con¬ 
curred  in  Opinion  as  to  .its  Importance,  and  publifhed  their  Opinion  for  the  Information  of  the 
Public. 

m  in  Mr.  Prefton’s  Map  both  thefe  Entrances  are  particularly  deferibed,  as  is  alfo  the 
Harbour. 

n  Over  the  Gate  was  this  Infcription,  Patricius  Orchadise  &  Zelandiae  Comes. 

°  The  Country  about  Scalloway  is  incomparably  better  than  about  Lerwick  ;  but  then  there  is 
no  Comparifon  to  be  made  between  their  Ports. 

P  See  Captain  Prefton’s  Map,  and  his  Account  in  the  TranfaCtions. 

q  Blaeu,  p.  148.  Sibbald,  p.  2,  3.  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  p.  388. 

r  Sibbald,  p.  30.  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  revived,  B.  vi.  p.  252. 

s  When  James  Hepburn  Duke  of  Orkney  fled  hither,  he  was  purfued  by  William  Kirkaldie  of 
Grange,  in  a  Ship  called  the  Unicorn,  which  finking  thereon,  left  its  Name  to  this  Rock.  This 
gave  "the  Duke  an  Opportunity  of  efcaping,  who  after  lying  many  Years  in  Prifon  in  Denmark  pc- 
x.-fhed  at  length  miferably  in  that  Confinement. 

Vol.  L  4  S  4roa 
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dron  of  Spanidi  Ships,  confiding  of  ten  Sail,  attacked  and  defiroyed  four 
Dutch  Men  of  War  that  had  been  fent  to  convoy  home  their  E.ad  India 
Fleet  t.  In  One  thoufand  Six  hundred  and  Fifty-three,  the  Englifh  Fleet, 
confiding  of  ninety-four  Sail,  under  the  Command  of  the  Admirals  Deane 
and  Monk,  anchored  here  u ;  and  in  One  thoufand  Six' hundred  and  Sixty- 
five,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  with  ninety-two  Men  of  War  under  his  Com¬ 
mand,  lay  for  fome  Time  in  this  Harbour  w.  The  fame  Year  a  Fort  was- 
eredted  by  the  Orders  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  which,  together  with 
the  Town,  was  burned  and  defiroyed  Augufi  the  Thirteenth  One  thou¬ 
fand  Six  hundred  and  Seventy-  three  by  the  Dutch  x.  On  the  fame  Side 
the  Idand  with  Breda  Sound,  are  Dura  Voe  and  Balta,  both  good  Ports, 
and  alfo  Catford  Voe,  where  in  the  Summer  Seafon  a  whole  Navy  may  ride 
with  great  Conveniency  Y.  There  are  few  or  no  Sands  or  Shoals  upon  the 
Coad,  except  one  on  the  Wed  Side  called  Flave  de  Grind7,  and  fome 
dangerous  Rocks  to  the  North  Wed  a. 

On  the  Wed  Side  of  the  Main  Land  there  are  not  fewer  than  twenty 
Blands  of  very  different  Sizes,  belides  Holms  and  Skerries  ;  neither  are 
either  of  thefe  unprofitable,  as  the  former  afford  vad  Quantities  of  fine  Grafs 
for  the  Feeding  of  Cattle ;  and  on  the  Coads  of  the  latter  are  caught 
Abundance  of  fine  Fifh  of  different  Sorts;  and  on  both  there  are  immenfe 
Quantities  of  Fowls  b.  To  the  South  of  Scalloway  lies  the  little  Idand  of 
St.  Ninian,  corruptly  called  St.  Ringing’s,  in  which,  though  but  a  Mile 
long  and  half  a  Mile  broad,  there,  is  a  large  well-built  Church,  which 
fhews  that  it  was  once  fully  inhabited  c..  Oppofite  to  the  Town  of  Scallq- 

1  Of  thefe,  two  were  funk  in  the  Sound,  a  third  ran  on  Shore,  and  was  fet  on  fire  by  her  own 
Captain,  and  the  fourth  was  taken. 

u  In  the  preceding  Year  Admiral  Blake  had  diflipated  their  Herring  BufTes,  which  occafioned 
a  great  Confufion  in  Holland. 

w  Philips's  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  541.  Sibbald,  p.  30.  Le  Clerc  Hifloire  des 
Provinces-unies,  tom  iii.  p.  85.  87. 

x  Sibbald,  p.  30.  The  Dutch  fufpended  the  Herring  Fifhery  this  Year,  and  therefore  were  not 
expected. 

y  Blaeu,  p.  149.  Sibbald,  p.  15.  Cutler’s  Coading  Pilot,  p.  10. 

E  Mr.  Predon’s  Account  of  Shetland,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaffions,  N°.  473. 

a  As  the  Coafl  in  general  is  high  and  bold,  feen  at  a  great  Diflance  from  Sea,  and  the  Harbours' 
numerous,  fafe,  and  eafy  of  Accefs,  it  is,  as  Mr.  Predon  well  obferves,  a  Wonder  that  thefe  Hies 
are  fo  little  known,  and  have  been  fo  long  neglefted.  The  firdhas  been  probably  the  Caufe 
of  the  fecond.  It  is  not  a  little  drange  that  this  Gentleman’s  Map  is  not  now  to  be  pur- 
chafed 

b  There  is  fcarce  one  of  thefe  I  Hands-,  that  would  not,  if  the  Inhabitants  had  the  Means  and  the 
Encouragements  neceflary  to  render  them  indudrious,  furnifh  them  with  the  Power  of  fubfiding, 
and  carrying  on  a  beneficial  as  well  as  extenfive  Commerce,  the  Profits  of  which  mud  ultimately 
and  neceflarily  center  in  Britain  ;  and  what  better  Reafon  can  be  affigned  for  her  Attention  and* 
Affi  fiance  ? 

*  Sibbald,  p.  15,  id.  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Wedern  Ifles,  p,  379. 

/  way 
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way  lie  feveral  Iflands,  which,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  break  the  Ra¬ 
pidity  of  the  Flood,  and  form  fafe  Entrances  into  the  Harbour.  The 
biggeft  of  thefe  Hies  is  Trondra,  three  Miles  long  and  two  broad  d.  Burra 
con  lifts  of  two  Iflands e,  one  called  Houfe,  the  other  Kirk  Ifland,  in 
neither  of  which  it  is  faid  Mice  can  live  f.  To  the  North  of  thefe  lies  Pa¬ 
pa  Stour,  or  the  Great  Papa;  which,  though  but  two  Miles  long  and  one 
broad,  is  efteemed  the  pleafanteft,  and  for  its  Size  the  beft  furnilhed  with 
the  Neceflaries  of  Life  of  any  of  thefe  Ifles  g.  There  are  belides  this.  Pa¬ 
pas,  and  the  Little  Papab ;  and  to  the  North  of  thefe,  Rou  Stour,  or  the 
Great  Rou,  eight  Miles  long  and  two  broad,  with  a  good  Port  k 

There  are  alfo  many  Iflands  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  Main  Land ;  fome 
of  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention.  To  the  South  of  Lerwick  lies 
Moufa  or  the  Queen’s  Ifland,  one  Mile  in  Length  and  about  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile  broad,  and  is  remarkable  for  having  upon  it  the  moil  compleat  and 
entire  of  thofe  little  Fortifications,  called  by  the  Natives  Brughs,  but  by  the 
Scots  commonly  Piffis  Houfes ,  that  are  ftill  remaining  in  any  of  thefe  Iflands  K 
Over  againft  Lerwick  lies  B reflay  or  Brafla  Ifle,  five  Miles  from  South  to 
North,  and  two  from  Weft:  to  Eaft.  This  Ifle  for  its  Size  is  very  moun¬ 
tainous,  and  amongft  many  Hills  there  are  two  in  it  very  confpicuous  k  It 

4  Sibbald,  p.  28.  Martin,  p.  378. 

e  It  is  neceflary  to  remark  this,  becaufe  in  fome  Maps  we  meet  with  thefe  Ifles  under  their 
proper  Names,  and  in  others  under  that  of  Burra. 

f  Some  attribute  this  (Martin,  p.  380)  to  the  Ifles  of  Burra.  Others  to  the  little  Ifle  ofHa- 
verey,  which  lies  near  them.  Sibbald,  p.  27. 

s  Martin,  p.  379.  Some  fuch  Ifland  as  this,  being  properly  laid  out,  judicioufly  cultivated,  and 
the  People  encouraged  to  undertake  fome  ufeful  Manufacture,  all  which  might  be  brought  about 
at  no  great  Expence,  would  eflablifli  a  Precedent  that  would  be  quickly  imitated,  and  is  perhaps 
the  foie  Thing  requifite  to  render  thefe  Iflands  populous,  and  the  People  in  them  happy. 

There  is  another  Papa  near  the  Coaft  of  Norway,  and  a  little  Ifland  of  the  fame  Name  near 
Ifeland.  Perhaps  the  Papae  came  from  thefe  into  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  or  poffibly,  when 
driven  out  of  thefe,  they  might  retire  to  thofe  Iflands. 

i  Sibbald,  p.  33,  34.  Martin,  p.  379.  The  Port  is  called  the  Hams  of  Rou  or  Rooe,  Land¬ 
locked,  and  very  fafe. 

k  We  have  an  exaCt  Defcription  of  this  Brugh  in  Latin,  by  the  learned  Mr.  Maulc,  of  the 
noble  Family  of  Panmure,  one  of  the  ableft  Antiquaries  his  Country  ever  produced.  Thefe  Brughs 
in  their  Form  are  not  unlike  Pigeon  Houfes,  they  have  a  winding  Stair  in  the  Wall  of  each,  which 
reaches  quice  to  the  Top.  Thefe  ferved  as  Watch-towers  and  Beacons,  having  Heaps  of  Peat  on  the 
Top,  which  were  kindled  to  give  Notice  of  an  Enemy’s  Appearance  ;  and  therefore  all  the  Brughs 
in  an  Ifland'  were  in  Sight  one  of  another.  There  were  Cells  or  Apartments  underneath  forfecur- 
ing  their  Perfons  and  EffeCts ;  and  in  fome  of  them  fubterraneous  Paflages  to  fome  Creek,  where* 
in  their  Boats  lay,  in  which  they  might  efcape.  Whoever  attentively  confidcrs  the  Motives  which 
induced  thefe  People  to  raife  fuch  Structures,  how  well  calculated  they  were  to  anfwer  the  Ends 
for  which  they  were  built,  and  for  how  many  Ages  they  have  refilled  the  Rage  of  Time,  will 
hefltate  at  calling  thofe  who  conltruCted  them  Barbarians. 

1  One  of  thefe  is  on  the  Ealt  Side,  called  Andrew’s  Hill ;  the  other,  which  is  the  higheft,  at 
the  South  End,  called  the  Wart  or  Beacon  Hill. 
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is  in  a  manner  over-run  with  Heath,  though  there  are  fome  confiderabIer 
Parcels  of  good  Pafturage  and  arable  Lands  near  the  Shore.  There  are 
alfo  eight  frefh  water  Lochs,  abounding  with  fine  Trout  and  Eels.  It  mull 
have  been  very  populous  in  former  Times,  fince  there  are  the  Ruins  of 
five  lmall  Forts,  and  there  are  fiill  two  Churches  and  a  Chapel.  It  has 

likewife  a  good  Port  called  Aiths  Voem.  At  a  fmall  Diftance  to  the 

Eaft  lies  another  Ifle,  called  the  Nofs,  two  Miles  long  and  three  Quarters  of 

a  Mile  broad ;  it  has  a  Church  upon  it,  is  equally  fertile  and  pleafant,  and 

has  a  large  Holm  belonging  to  it,  in  which  there  are  Abundance  of  Sea 
Fowls0.  Whalfey,  that  is  the  lile  of  Whales,  which  lies  to  the  North  cf 
Ere  (fay,  and  to  the  Eaft:  of  the  Main  Land,  is  about  nine  Miles  in  Cir¬ 
cumference  °.  At  fix  Leagues  Difiance  from  this  Ifie  lie  the  Skerries,  on 
which,  in  One  thoiifandSix  hundred  and  Sixty-four,  the  Carmalan  of  Am- 
fierdam,  a  very  rich  Eaft  India  Ship,  was  loft;  p.  To  the  North  of  Whal¬ 
fey  there  are  many  fmall  Elands,  moft  of  which  are  inhabited  ;  and  though 
but  infignificant  at  prefent,  yet  if  any  Change  of  Fortune  fhould  happen  to 
the  Shetland  Illes,  they  would  probably  partake  of  it,  and  by  being  turned 
to  ufeful  Purpofes,  and  in  confequence  of  that  retaining  all  the  Pofterity 
of  their  prefent  Inhabitants,  come  to  be  thought  of  more  Confequence  ci. 

But  befides  thefe,  there  are  two  large  and  confiderable  Iilands  belong¬ 
ing  to  Shetland,  with  feveral  fmall  ones  in  their  Vicinity,  of  which  there¬ 
fore  we  ought  to  fpeak  more  particularly.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  Yell,. 
which  anciently  was  written  Zeal ,  making  however,  as  we  have  before  re¬ 
marked,  no  great  Alteration  in  the  Pronunciation  G  This  Eland,  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  learned  Mr.  Maule,  from  its  nearnefs  to  Norway,  feems 

511  This  opens  to  the  North  Weft,  and  runs  up  to  South  Eaft  about  a  Mile ;  it  is  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile  broad,  good  clean  anchoring  Ground  in  eight,  nine,  or  ten  Fathom  Water.  The  Inhabit¬ 
ants  have  a  Tradition,  that  in  ancient  Times  the.  English  reforted  particularly  to  this  Harbour, 
and  had  a  Place  on  the  Iiland  for  curing  their  Fifh,  and  felling  their  Goods,  which  was  called . 
the  Englifh  Booth. 

n  Sibbald,  p.  30,  31.  Martin,  p.  3S0. 

0  Two  Things  are  remarked  in  this  Ifland  (in  fome  old  Writings  called  Qualfay)  the  firft  is, 
that  the  Inhabitants  are  exceedingly  diftreffed  by  Rats,  though  thefe  Creatures  cannot  live  in  moft 
of  the  other  Ifles.  Martin,  p.  378.  The  other,  that  the  Mariner’s  Compafs  being  placed  on  a 
little  Hill,  the  Poles  of  the  Needle  are  immediately  changed,  and  as  fuddenly,  on  being  removed  to  . 
a  very  fmall  Diftance,  recover  their  proper  Direftion.  Sibbald,  p.  39. 

p  Martin,  p.  378.  He  fays  only  four  of  the  Crew  were  faved,  and  that  the  Cargo  was  valued 
at  three  Millions  of  Guilders. 

If  a  right  Direction  was  given  to  the  Peoples  Induftry,  and  they  had  an  eafy  Accefs  to  pro¬ 
per  Markets,  this  would  be  fpeedily  effected. 

r  This  will  be  eaftly  underftood  by  pronouncing  Z  like  Y.  Sir  James  Skene  in  his  Explanation 
of  Law  Terms,  tranftates  Virgata  Terrse,  an  Zairde  of  Land,  i.  e.  a  Yard  Land;  and  according  to 
this  Mode  of  Pronunciation,  Zell  or  Zeal,  is  fpoken  Yell,  or  Yeal;  Zetland  or  Zeatland,  Yetland 
®r  Yeadand,  which  has  been  corrupted  into  Schetland,  .as  is  before  mentioned. 
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to-  have  been  the  fir  ft  inhabited  s,  and  to  have  given  Name  to  all  the  reft.- 
His  Opinion  has  certainly  a  great  Degree  of  Probability,  for  the  Natives 
call  themfelves,  and  are  called  by  all  the  Northern  Nations,  Talts,  and 
their  Language  Taltmoll.  Now  in  the  Ifiandic,  which  as  has  been  already 
hinted,  was  the  original  Language  of  Norway,  yell  fignifies  a  dark  Cloud, 
and  confequently  ydland ,  or  ydtland ,  a  rainy  Country,  which  it  may  be 
prefumed  is  at  leaft  as  good  an  Etymology  as  any  that  has  been  hitherto' 
offered  r.  Mr.  Maule  likewife  thinks  that  this  was  the  true  Thule  u„. 
This  Ifland  lies  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  from  Pvlain  Land,  and  is  divided  from 
it  by  an  Arm  of  the  Sea,  called  Yell  Sound  w.  In  the  old  Defcriptions, 
Yell  is  faid  to  be  twenty  Miles  long  and  eight  broad:  It  is  very  moun¬ 
tainous,  full  of  Mofs  ;  but  there  are  pretty  confiderable  Paftures,  in  which 
they  feed  a  great  many  Sheep;  and  it  alfo  affords  Plenty  of  Peat.  It  has 
eight  large  Yoes  or  Harbours,  befides  many  fmaller  Bays,  which  would 
not  be  thought  defpicable  anchoring  Places  in  other  Countries.  It  feems 
to  have  been  populous  in  ancient  Times,  fince  there  are  in  it  three 
.Churches,  twenty  Chapels,  and  many  Rrughs  or  Pidliffi  Forts  There 
are  dependent  upon  it  Hafccfca,  two  Miles  long  and  one  broad,  Samphra 
and  Biggti ,  all  of  them  Blands  very  fertile  in  Grafs  Befides  thefe,  to  the 
South  Weft  lies  Fetlar,  or  Theodore’s  Ifie,  nine  or  ten  Miles  in  Compafs,. 
with  a  Church,  ten  Chapels,  and  many  Brughs  ;  it  has  feveral  Creeks 
for  fmall  Boats,  but  nothing  that  can  be  called  a  Port.7.. 

The  other  of  thefe  two  larger  Blands  is  Unst,  which  is  alfo  the  mod 
Northern  of  all  the  Shetland  Iiles,  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  pleafanteft,,. 
and  not  the  leaft  fertile  amongft  them3.  It  lies  at  a  fmall  Diftance  Eaft: 
from  Yell,  having  that  large  Illand  between  it  and  the  Main  Land,  being; 

s  It  may  be  objected  that  Unit  is  ftiil  nearer  to  Norway,  and  the  pleafanter  Ifland  of  the  two,., 
by.  which,  of  late,  it  has  gained  confiderably  on  the  other.  But  this  Obje&ion  anfwers  itfelf ; ; 
iince  under  thefe  Circumftances,  Yell  could  never  had  the  Superiority  over  the  other,  if  it  had 
not  been  the  firft  planted. 

1  It  is  certain  that  no  great  Strefs  is  to  be  laid  on  any  Etymology  of  this  Kind,  though  by  the 
way  this  agrees  exactly  with  the  Phoenician  Thule  ;  but  the  Defire  of  coming  as  near  Truth  as 
poffible  is  always  laudable. 

u  By  this  is  to  be  underflood  the  Thule  of  the  Phoenicians  and  Greeks,  not  that  of  Tacitus ; 
and  the  Romans,  as  fhall  be  hereafter  explained. 

w  Blaeu,  p.  148.  who  calls  it  Zeal.  Sibbald,  p.  34;  Martin,  p.  381. 

*  This,  at  the  fame  Time  it  demonftrates  the  Ifland’s  being  well  fettled  even.in.  the'  earlieft  Age&>, 
confirms  the  Argument  before  advanced,  that  it  was  firft  inhabited. . 

y  Blaeu,  p.  148.  Sibbald,  p.  35.  Martin,  p.  381. 

2  Sibbald,  p.  35".  Martin,  p.  381.  MS.  Relation  of  the  Shetland  Ifles. 

a  In  like  Manner  the  Northern  and  North-eaftern  Iflands  of  Ferroe,  the  Northern  Parts  of  Ife-- 
land,  and,  which  is  mofl  fingular,  the  North-eaftern  Part  of  Greenland  (whence  it  receives  its  ; 
Name)  is  fertile  in  Pafturage.  See  Debes’s  Defcription  of  the  Ifles  of  Ferroe,  p,  1 15.  See  likewife-; 
the  new  Accounts  of  Greenland  by  the  Moravians, . 
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divided  from  the  firft  mentioned  Ifland  by  an  Arm  of  the  Sea,  called  Blumef 
Sounds  Unst  is  eight  Miles  long,  and  between  three  and  four  broad,  and 
divided  into  twenty-four  Scattalds ,  twenty-two  of  which  have  each  of  them 
Proportion  of  Sea  Coaft  c.  There  is  great  Plenty  of  Hether  and  Peat,  with 
fome  good  Pafture  and  a  little  of  very  fertile  arable  Ground  Near  the 
Middle  of  this  Ifle  there  is  a  Loch  three  Miles  in  Extent,  in  which  there 
are  Abundance  of  Trout,  Eel,  and  Flounders  e.  Here  are  three  Churches, 
twenty-four  Chapels,  and  eleven  Brughs.  There  was  alfo  a  Caftle  at 
the  Southern  Extremity,  called  Mownes,  now  in  Decay  f.  There  are  two 
excellent  Harbours,  the  one  in  the  South  called  Via  Bay,  being  covered  by 
an  Ifland  of  the  fame  Name  g,  equally  commodious  and  capacious,  having 
nine  Fathom  Water,  and  good  anchoring  Ground  h.  The  other  is  on  the 
Eaft  Side,  covered  by  the  Me  of  Balta,  and  from  thence  called  Balta  Voe, 
very  fafe  and  fpacious,  with  eight  Fathom  Water  \  There  are  befides 
thefe  feveral  Bays  and  Roads  lefs  confiderable.  The  Number  of  Inhabit¬ 
ants  in  thefe  Mands,  that  is  Unft  and  its  Dependencies,  may  be  about 
Fifteen  hundred,  and  they  have  feventy  filling  Boats  L  Via  is  a  very  fair 
Ifland,  and  produces  great  Plenty  of  fine  and  rich  Grafs.  The  fame  may 
be  faid  of  Balta,  which  is  alfo  well  flocked  with  Rabbits  b  There  are 
befides  thefe  Iflets  four  or  five  Holms,  which  feed  Sheep  and  Cattle ;  and 
the  Ifland  of  Linga,  low,  flat,  covered  with  Mofs,  but  which  would  be 
a  very  convenient  Place  for  Salt  Pans,  if  the  Inhabitants  were  in  fuch  a 
Condition  as  to  be  capable  of  carrying  on  a  Fifhery  entirely  on  their  own 
Account  m. 

Between  fix  and  feven  Leagues  Weft  from  the  Main  Land  lies  the 
Hand  of  Fula  or  Foul  a,  commonly  called  by  our  Seamen  Foul  Ifland, 

Blaeu,  p.  148.  Sibbald,  p.  36,  37.  Martin,  p.  381. 

c  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland.  Skatald,  in  the  Iflandic,  lignifies  a  Portion  of  Land 
paying  Tribute. 

d  The  ingenious  and  worthy  Gentleman  who  fent  me  the  Relation  to  which  I  fo  frequently  re¬ 
fer,  informs  me  that  a  fmall  Spot  of  fandy  Soil  In  the  North  of  this  Ifle,  being  flown  with  Bear 
or  Bigg  on  the  third  of  May,  was  reaped  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  both  Old  Stile,  and  produced 
twenty-four  fold.  This  is  furely  fufficient  to  vindicate  the  Soil  from  the  Imputation  of  being 
barren. 

e  Sibbald,  p.  38. 

f  This  was  built  by  Lawrence  Bruce,  Efq;  and  was  a  fpacious  regular  Strufture. 

g  Blaeu,  p.  148.  Sibbald.  Martin,  p.  382. 

b  Sibbald,  p  36,  37.  where  we  are  told  it  has  three  Entrances,  and  as  an  Harbour  is  little 
inferior  to  Breflay  Sound. 

1  It  lies  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  Unft,  and  is  defervedly  efteemed  an  excellent  Haven. 

k  Thefe  Boats  or  Yalls  carry  four  or  five  Men  each,  and  by  being  conftantly  employed  in  thefe 
tempeftuous  Seas,  the  Crews  of  them  become  hardy  and  fkilful  Sailors. 

1  The  Ifle  of  Via,  though  fo  called  in  Blaeu,  is  named  Uzea  by  Sibbald  and  Martin. 

This  no  Doubt  might  be  as  eafily  done  in  many  fmall  Hands  whenever  it  Hall  become  ne- 
jpeflary. 
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in  Oppofition  to  that  of  which  we  fhall  prefently  fpeakn.  It  is  about  three-' 
Miles  long,  narrow,  and  full  of  rough,  fteep,  and  bare  Rocks,  one  of  which 
is  fo  large,  and  runs  up  to  fo  great  a  Height,  as  to  be  clearly  feen  from  the 
Orkneys0.  This  therefore  may  be  efteemed  with  the  greateft  Probability 
to  be  the  Thule  of  Tacitus,  whatever  might  be  the  Thule  of  the 
Phoenicians  and  Greeks  p.  It  has  fcarce  any  Pafturage,  a  very  little  arable 
Land  ;  but  that  though  fmall  in  Size,  is  however  very  fertile,  out  of  the 
Produce  of  which,  with  Fowl  and.  Fifh,  the  poor  Inhabitants  fubfift.  They 
have  nothing  that  can  be  called  a  Port,  and  the  only  Commodities  they 
have,  are  Stock-hfh,  Train-oil,  and  Feathers  fl. 


The  Fair  Isle  lies  between  Orkney  and  Shetland,  ten  or  twelve 
Leagues  Eaft  North  Eaft  from  the  former;  feven  or,  as  others  fay,  ten 
Leagues  South  Wed  from  the  latter;  and  about  eighteen  or  nineteen  Leagues 
South  Eaft  from  Foular.  It  is  full  three  Miles  long,  and  fcarce  half  a 
Mile  broad,  very  craggy,  with  three  high  Rocks,  which  are  clearly  feen 
both  from  Orkney  and  Shetland  s.  There  is  in  this  Ifland  alfo  a  fmall 
Quantity  of  arable  Land,  which  is  very  fruitful,  and  well  manured ;  they 
might  have  conftderably  more,  but  they  are  obliged  to  referve  this  for  Peat 
and  Paflurage  r.  They  have  for  the  Size  of  the  Ifland  a  great  many  Sheep,, 
and  thofe  are  very  good  and  very  fat;  but  they  have  no  Kind  of  Moor 
Fowl  or  other  Game,  but  very  great  Plenty  of  Sea  and  Water  Fowl,  and 
all  kinds  of  Fifh  upon  their  Coafts.  They  have  a  very  pretty  Churchy 
but  no  Minifter,  being  annexed  to  one  of  the  Parifhes  in  Shetland,  orferved 
by  an  Itinerant  Minifter,  as  fome  late  Accounts  affert.  A  Layman  reads 
the  Scriptures  every  Sunday  in  the  Church,  the  Inhabitants  being  a  very 
religious,  harmlefs,  fober,  and  honeft  People11.  They  have  in  effedt  no 
Port,  though  they  have  two  that  are  nominally  fo,  one  at  the  South  End,, 
which  is  full  of  Rocks,  where  only  fmall  Boats  can  lie,  and  that  but  in¬ 
differently  ;  the  other  at  the  North  Eaft  End,  larger  and  fafer  in  the  Sum-- 

n  There  is  nothing  more  common  in  the  Journals  of  Seamen,  who  have  come,  as  they  phrafe- 
it,  North  about,  than  to  mark  their  having  had  Sight  of  Foul  or  Fair  Ifland  and/ometimes  of  both. 

0  Martin’s  Account  of  the  Weflern  Iflands  of  Scotland,  p.  380. 

P  This  was  the  only  one  of  the  Shetland  Iflands  that  could  have  been  difcerned  by  the  Roman- 
Veflels  in  their  Paflage  round  the  Orkneys. 

9  Sibbald,  p.  31.. 

r  Blaeu,  p.  147.  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  revived,  B.  vi.  p.  252.  Sibbald,  p.  23. 

s  Shetland,  that  is  the  Main  Land,  if  the  Horizon  be  clear,  is  very  plainly  feen  ;  Orkney  lefs  dif-~ 
tinftly  as  the  Lands  lie  low. 

1  Thefe,  the  Situation  of  the  Inhabitants  confidered,  are  as  neceflary,  if  not  more  fo  tharu 
Bread,  with  which,  when  in  Scarcity,  they  can  be  more  eafily  fupplied  than  with  Flelh  or  Fuel. 
But  there  is  no  Doubt  to  be  made,  that  even  this  little  Ifland,  with  all  its  Imperfections,  might 
have  been  by  proper  Management  improved,  and  with  this  View  conflderabie  Offers  were  made 
to  the  Proprietor,  but  rejected. 

u  This  is,  and  has  been  always  their  Character,  owing  probably  to  the  good  Example  of  their' 
Anceflors,  and. the  fmall  Commerce  they  have  with  the  Reft  of.  the  World. 
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mer  Time,  fo  as  to  ferve  commodioufly  enough  for  their  Fifhery.  Small 
and  infignificant  as  this  Illand  may  feem,  there  is  a  verv  remarkable  Piece  of 
Hiftory  belonging  to  it^.  The  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  when  Comman¬ 
der  in  Chief  of  the  famous  Spanifh  Armada  in  One  thoufand  Five  hundred 
and  Eighty-eight,  was  wrecked  on  the  Eaft  Coafl:  of  this  Ifland.  The  Ship 
broke  to  Pieces,  but  the  Duke  and  about  two  hundred  more  efcaped.  They 
lived  there  till  both  themfelves  and  the  Inhabitants  were  very  near  famifli- 
ed ;  at  length  the  Duke  and  the  poor  Remains  of  his  People  were  carried 
over  to  the  Main  Land  of  Shetland  by  Andrew  Humphry.  He  continued 
fome  Time  at  Quendale,  and  then  embarked  on  board  the  fame  final!  Ship, 
and  was  fafely  conveyed  therein  to  Dunkirk,  for  which  Service  he  rewarded 
Andrew  Humphry  with  Three  thoufand  Marks.  This  Ifland  produced  to 
its  late  Proprietor  between  fifty  and  fixty  Pounds  Sterling  per  Annum,  and 
was  fold  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  twentieth  of  June  One  thoufand  Seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  Sixty-fix,  for  the  Sum  of  Ten  thoufand  Two  hundred  Pounds 
Scots,  or  about  Eight  hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  Sterling,  to  James  Stuart 
-of  Burgh,  Efquire. 

In  refpedt  to  Climate,  the  Shetland  Iflands  have  not  much  to  boaft,  and 
yet  are  very  far  from  being  fuch  miferable  Habitations  as  fome  have  re- 
prefented  them  Y.  The  longed:  Day  in  the  Ifland  of  Unft  is  nineteen  Hours 
fifteen  Minutes,  and  of  Confequence  the  fhorteft  Day  four  Flours  and  forty- 
five  Minutes.  The  Spring  is  very  late,  the  Summer  very  fhort ;  the  Au¬ 
tumn  alfo  is  of  no  long  Duration,  dark,  foggy,  and  rainy  5  the  Winter  fets 
in  about  November,  and  lads  till  April,  and  fometimes  till  May  z.  They 
have  frequently  in  that  Seafon  Storms  of  Thunder,  much  Rain,  but  little 
Frod  or  Snow3.  High  Winds  are  indeed  very  frequent  and  very  troublefome, 
yet  they  feldom  produce  any  terrible  Effects.  The  Aurora  Borealis  is  as 
common  here  as  in  any  of  the  Northern  Countries  b.  In  the  Winter  Sea¬ 
fon  the  Sea  fwells  and  rages  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  for  five  or  fix  Months 

w  Sibbald,  p.  2". 

*  It  was  fold  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  agreeable  to  a  Rental  from  which  the  annual  Value 
was  taken,  that  is  mentioned  in  the  Text. 

y  Shetland  has  not  however  been  wotfe  treated  in  this  Refpeft  than  other  Northern  Countries, 
as  may  be  clearly  difcerned  by  comparing  Burgher-mafter  Anderfon’s  with  Dr.  Horrebow’s  Account 
of  Ifeland,  by  which  it  appears,  that  it  is  in  all  Seafons  habitable,  and  in  fome  pleafant,  though 
as  far  North  from  Shetland  as  Shetland  is  from  Edinburgh. 

z  Blaeu,  p.  148,  149.  Sibbald,  p.  2.  Captain  P  reft  on’s  Account  in  the  Tran  factions,  N°.  147, 
p.  57.  MS.  Relation,  all  agreeing  in  the  Main. 

a  All  the  Accounts  old  and  new  agree  in  thefe  Particulars.  Mr.  Smith,  A.  D.  1633,  faw  no 
Snow,  but  Mr.  Prefton  faw  it  covered  with  Snow  20th  May  1744.  In  the  Year  1762,  my  Corref- 
pondent  allures  me  the  Winter  was  remarkably  mild  ;  fo  that  the  difmal  Ideas  of  its  being  a  mi¬ 
ferable,  bleak,  frozen  Region  appear  to  have  little  Foundation,  and  in  Proportion  as  it  is  better 
cultivated  will  have  gradually  lefs. 

b  Thefe  boifterous  Winds  blow  commonly  from  fome  Point  between  the  South  and  the  Weft. 
The  Aurora  Borealis  is  feen  almoft  every  Night  about  the  Winter  Solflice. 

their 
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their  Ports  are  inacceffible,  and  of  courfe  the  People  during  that  Space  have 
no  Correfpondence  with  the  reft  of  the  World  c. 

The  Soil  in  the  interior  Part  of  the  Main  Land,  for  the  moft  Part,  is 
mountainous,  moorifh,  and  boggy,  yet  not  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  to  render 
the  Country  utterly  impaflable ;  for  many  of  the  Roads  here,  and  in  fome 
of  the  Northern  Ifles,  are  as  good  as  any  other  natural  Roads,  and  the  People 
travel  them  frequently  on  all  Occafionsd.  Near  the  Coafts  there  are  fome- 
times  for  Miles  together  fiat  pleafant  Spots,  very  fertile  both  in  Pafture 
and  Corne.  The  Mountains  produce  large  Crops  of  very  nutritive  Grafs  in 
the  Summer,  and  they  cut  confiderable  Quantities  of  Hay,  with  which 
they  feed  their  Cattle  in  the  Winter.  They  might  with  a  little  Attention 
bring  more  of  their  Country  into  Cultivation  ;  but  the  People  are  fo  much 
addicted  to  their  Fifhery,  and  feel  fo  little  Necefiity  of  having  Recourfe  to 
this  Method  for  Subfiftence,  that  they  are  content,  how  ftrange  foeverthat 
may  feem  to  us,  to  let  four  Parts  in  five  of  their  Land  remain  in  a  State  of 
Nature f. 

They  want  not  confiderable  Quantities  of  Marl  in  different  Ifiands, 
though  they  ufe  but  little ;  hitherto  there  has  been  no  Chalk  found  ;  Lime- 
ftone  and  Freeftone  there  are  in  the  Southern  Parts  of  the  Main  Land  in 
great  Quantities,  and  alfo  in  the  neighbouring  Ifiands,  particularly  Fetlar, 
and  confiderable  Quantities  of  Slate  very  good  in  its  Kind  g.  No  Mines 
have  been  hitherto  wrought,  though  there  are  in  many  Places  viftble  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  feveral  Kinds  of  Metal  h.  Some  folid  Pieces  of  Silver,  it  is 
laid,  have  been  turned  up  by  the  Plough’.  In  the  Ifiand  of  Via,  a  yellow 
Metal  has  been  met  with,  which  being  found  difficult  to  melt,  has  been 

c  We  mufl  by  no  means  fuppofe  the  Temper  and  Difpofition  of  the  People  affeCted  by  the 
Drearinefs  of  the  Seafon.  Winter,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  Kind  of  Carnival  in  Shetland.  All  Ranks 
of  People  eat  Flefh  and  live  well  during  this  Period  of  Relaxation.  Gentlemen  of  Family  and 
Fortune,  of  which  there  are  many  here,  live  fo  hofpitably  and  fo  politely,  that  few  Strangers  regret 
the  Length  of  the  Winter  who  happen  to  fpend  it  among!!  them. 

d  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland. 

e  Thefe  are  generally  inclofed  with  Dykes,  and  cultivated  according  to  the  Manner  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  which  is  daily  improving. 

*  This  is  not  a  greater  Misfortune  to  the  Commons  of  Shetland,  who  work  hard  and  fare  yet 
harder,  than  to  the  Community  ;  for  if  their  Lands  were  improved,  and  the  People  in  general 
lived  better,  they  mult  become  thereby  more  ufeful  to  the  Public  ;  and  it  is  the  Confideration  of  this 
very  important  and  inconteftible  Truth,  that  fhould  recommend  them  to  public  Protection,  as  it 
has  been  the  foie  Motive  to  my  Writing  this  Section  to  point  it  out. 

g  Martin,  p.  390,  391.  Captain  Preflon’s  Remarks.  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland. 

This  may  be  accounted  for,  firft  from  the  Want  of  People,  next  from  the  Want  of  Wood, 
and  laflly  from  the  Want  of  Funds  to  defray  the  Expence. 

*  Captain  Preflon’s  Remarks  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfactions,  N°.  473. 
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negledted  L  In  Tome  of  the  fmaller  Illes  there  are  ftrong  Appearances  of 
Iron;  but  through  the  Want  of  proper  Experiments  being  made,  there  is, 
in  this  Refpe<5t  at  lead:,  hitherto  nothing  certain  !.  Their  Meadows  are 
inclofed  with  Dykes,  and  produce  very  good  Grafs m.  The  little  Corn, 
they  grow  is  chiefly  Barley  with  fome  Oats ;  and  even  in  the  Northern  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  Unfl:  (as  we  have  hinted  before)  the  little  Land  they  have  is  re¬ 
markable  for  its  Fertility  n.  The  Hills  abound  with  medicinal  Herbs,  and 
their  Kitchen  Gardens  thrive  as  well,  and  produce  as  good  Greens  and 
Roots  as  any  in  Britain0.  Of  late  Years-,  and  fince  this  has  been  attended 
to,  fome  Gentlemen  have  had  even  greater  Succefs  than  they  expected  in 
the  cultivating  Tulips,  Rofes,  and  many  other  Flowers.  It  is  true,  that 
though,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  they  have  no  Trees,  and  hardly  any 
Shrubs  except  Juniper,  yet  they  have  a  Tradition  that  their  Country  was 
formerly  overgrown  with  Woods ;  and  it  feems  to  be  a  Confirmation  of  this, 
that  the  Roots  of  Timber  Trees  have  been  and  are  Jflill  dug  up  at  a  great 
Depth ;  and  that  in  fome,  and  thofe  too  inacceflible  Places,  the  Rodden 
Tree  is  dill  found  growing  wild  p.  That  this  Defeat,  viz.  the  Want  of 
Wood  at  prefent,  does  not  arife  entirely  from  the  Soil  or  Climate,  appears 
from  feveral  late  Experiments  j  fome  Gentlemen  having  raifed  Afh,  Maple, 
Horfe  Chefnuts,  &c.  in  their  Gardens  q.  Though  the  Inhabitants  are 
without  either  Wood  or  Coals,  they  are  very  well  fupplied  with  Fuel,  hav- 
ing  great  Plenty  of  Hether  and  Peatr.  The  black  Cattle  in  this  Country 
are  in  general  of  a  larger  Sort  than  in  Orkney,  which  is  owing  to  their 
having  more  extenfive  Padures ;  a  clear  Proof  that  dill  farther  Improve- 

k  Martin,  p.  382.  He  calls  this  Ifland  Uzia  ;  Sibbald  Names  it  Uzea. 

1  It  would  coft  the  Public  little  to  fend  an  experienced  Perfon  thither,  in  order  to  put  this  Point 
out  of  Doubt,  and  the  Confequences  might  be  confiderable. 

m  Sibbald,  p.  3.  and  all  the  later  Writers.  Their  Scythes  are  very  fhort,  and  they  cut  their 
Hay  in  the  Beginning  of  Auguft. 

*  An  Inffance  of  this  has  been  given  before  of  Barley  fown  and  reaped  in  ninety-nine  Day3. 
In  Norway,  A.  D.  1732,  they  fowed  and  reaped  the  fame  Grain  in  fifty-eight  Days.  The  Quantity  . 
alfo  tweuty*four  Fold  is  by  no  means  extraordinary,  fince  in  the  Ferroe  Ifiands  there  are  Infiances 
of  much  larger  Increafe ;  and  when  Agriculture  fhall  be  improved,  no  doubt  the  fame  may  be 
very  reafonably  expefted  here. 

0  This  is  a  Faff  concerning  which  there  cannot  be  the  leafi:  Doubt,  and  which,  maturely 
confidered,  might  lead  to  great  as  well  as  numerous  Improvements. 

p  There  feems  to  be  no  Reafon  to  queftion  that  Woods  grew  anciently  here  ;  many  Trees  have 
been  dug  up  feveral  Feet  under  a  Peat  Mofs  ;  large  Tracts  of  molfy  Ground  are  probably  pro¬ 
duced  by  decayed  or  deftroyed  Woods;  and  with  regard  to  Climate,  Woods  grow  farther  to  the 
North  in  Norway;  and  to  remove  any  Objection  that  may  arife  as  to  the  Sea  Air,  it  is  fufficient  to 
remark,  there  are  fiill  Woods  (near  the  Sea)  in  the  Latitude  of  66°.  20'.  in  Ifeland. 

<1  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland,  and  the  Reader  may  rely  upon  the  Faffs. 

r  In  this  Refpefl  (fo  long  as  the  Inhabitants  are  confined  to  this  Fuel)  the  People  in  Shetland 
&re  better  provided  with  it  than  thofe  in  the  Orkneys. 
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meats  might  be  made  in  refpedt  to  Size  s.  Their  Horfes  are  very  fmall,  but 
ftrong,  flout,  and  well-fhaped,  five  very  hardly,  and  to  a  great  Age  t.  They 
have  likewife  a  Breed  of  fmall  Swine,  the  Flelh  of  which  when  fat  is  ei- 
teemed  very  delicious  u.  They  have  no  Goats,  Hares,  or  Foxes,  and  in 
general  no  wild  or  venemous  Creatures  of  any  Kind,  except  Rats  in  fome  few 
Illands  w.  They  have  no  Heath  or  Moor  Fowl;  which  is  the  more  remark¬ 
able  as  there  is  every  where  immenfe  Quantities  of  Hether ;  but  there 
are  many  Sorts  of  wild  and  Water  Fowl,  particularly  the  Dunter  Goofe, 
Clack  Goofe,  Solan  Goofe,  Swans,  Ducks,  Teal,  Whaps,  Foifts,  Lyres, 
Kittiwaiks,  Maws,  Plovers,  Scarfs,  6cc*.  There  is  likewife  the  Ember 
Goofe,  which  is  faid  to  hatch  her  Egg  under  her  Wing  Eagles  and 
Hawks  they  have  more  than  they  defire,  as  alfo  Ravens,  Crows,  Mews,  &c. 

All  thefe  Illands  are  well  watered,  for  there  are  every  where  excellent 
Springs,  fome  of  them  mineral  and  medicinal  z.  They  have  indeed  no 
Rivers,  but  many  pleafant  Rills  or  Rivulets,  which  they  call  Burns,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Sizes;  in  fome  of  the  largefl  they  have  admirable  Trouts,  fome  of 
which  are  of  fifteen  and  even  of  twenty  Pounds  Weight a;  many  frelh 
Water  Lakes,  well  flored  with  Trouts  and  Eels,  and  in  moft  of  them  there 
are  alfo  large  and  fine  Flounders.  In  fome  very  excellent  Cod  b.  Thefe 
frelh  water  Lakes,  if  the  Country  was  better  peopled,  and  the  common 
People  more  at  their  Eafe,  are  certainly  capable  of  great  Improvements. 
The  Sea  Coafts  of  the  Main  Land  of  Shetland,  in  a  Rrait  Line,  are  Fifty- 
five  Leagues;  and  therefore  there  cannot  be  a  Country  conceived  more  proper 
for  eftablilhing  an  extenfive  Filheryc.  What  the  Inhabitants  have  been 

5  Thefe  Cattle  are  from  One  hundred  and  Eighty  to  Three  hundred  Pounds  Weight,  extraor¬ 
dinary  fat,  and  fine  Meat.  In  Mr.  Smith’s  Time  they  were  fold  at  twenty  or  twenty-five  Shil¬ 
lings  a  Head  ;  in  Mr.  Prefton’s,  at  the  Diftance  of  more  than  a  Century,  for  lefs  ;  which  (hews 
evidently  that  the  Demand  for  them  is  decreafed,  in  confequence,  as  I  conje&ure,  of  the  Decline 
of  the  Dutch  Fifhery. 

c  My  Correfpondent  fays  he  is  po(Te(fed  of  one  twenty-fix  Years  old,  in  good  Condition,  and 
has  rid  on  one  that  was  two-and- thirty. 

“  Sibbald,  p.  7. 

w  Blaeu,  p.  148.  Sibbald,  p.  22.  Martin,  p.  291. 

x  Captain  Prefton’s  Remarks,  and  all  the  Relations  ancient  and  modern. 

y  Dr.  Horrebow,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Ifeland,  p.  67.  calls  this  the  Lomen  or  Northern  Diver  a-  d 
afTures  us  they  make  their  Neds  far  within  Land,  near  frelh  Water,  and  hatch  like  other  Water 
Fowl. 

1  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ides  of  Shetland. 

a  Sibbald,  p.  29.  Captain  Prefton’s  Remarks.  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ides  of  Shetland. 

b  Captain  Prefton  fpeaks  to  the  Cod  from  his  own  Knowledge.  AH  Accounts  agree  as  to  the 
other  Fifh. 

c  If  the  Inhabitants  of  Shetland  and  the  other  Hies  were  once  put  into  a  Condition  to  carry 
on  all  the  various  Fifheries,  which  their  Situation  has  fo  manifeftly  enabled  them  to  purfue,  they 
would  quickly  beat  out  Foreigners  ;  and  then  all  the  Produce  of  their  Induftry  would  ultimately 
center  in  Britain,  as  it  ought  to  do. 
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hitherto  able  to  do,  their  natural  Advantages  confidered,  does  not  deferve 
that  Name,  notwithftanding  they  export  large  Quantities  of  Cod,  Tufk, 
Ling,  and  Safe,  infomuch  that  the  Bounty  allowed  by  Acts  of  Parliament 
amounts  from  Fourteen  Hundred  to  Two  thoufand  Pounds  annually  d.  They 
have  befides  Codims,  Haddocks*  Whitings,  Turbot,  Skate,  and  a  Variety 
of  other  Filh..  In  many  of  the  Inlets  there  are  prodigious  Quantities  of 
excellent  Oyfters,  Lobfters,  Mufcles,  Cockles,  and  other  Shell  Filh  e.  As 
to  amphibious  Creatures  they  have  Multitudes  of  Otters  and  Seals  L  add  to 
thele,  that  Amber,  Ambergris,  and  other  Spoils  of  the  Ocean,  are  fre¬ 
quently  found  upon  the  Coafts  g. 

As  the  Herring  Fifhery  on  the  Coafts  of  Shetland  ftill  is,  and  has  been 
long  the  great  and  diftinguifhing  Glory  of  thefe  Ifles,  we  fhall  give  as  clear, 
but  at  the  fame  Time  as  concile  an  Account  of  it  as  poffible.  The  Her¬ 
ring  is  a  Filh  that  has  been  diftinguilhed  by  many  honourable  Epithets,  on 
Account  of  the  immenfe  Profits  derived  therefrom  in  Commerce  L  It 
has  the  Teftimony  of  eminent  Phyficians  in  its  Favour  as  to  its  Whole- 
fomenefs,  when  cured  in  its  proper  Seafon  i ;  and  it  is  univerfally  allowed, 
that  the  very  beft  Herring  in  the  World  are  caught  upon  the  Shetland 
Coafts  L  We  have  no  Room  to  enter  into  Conjectures  or  Philofophical  Rea- 
fons,  and  lhall  therefore  confine  what  is  here  advanced  ftriCtly  to  FaCts.  The 
firft  of  thefe  is,  that  about  the  Beginning  of  the  Year,  the  Herrings,  like  the 
Mackrel,  Plaife^  and  other  Filh  of  Palfage,  ilfue  from  the  remote  Recedes 
of  the  North,  in  a  Body  furpafling  Defcription,  and  almoft  exceeding  the 

d  They  make  alfo  immenfe  Quantities  of  Train-oil  from  the  Livers  of  large  Fifli.  As  for  Sil— 
lucks  and  Piltocks,  which  are  a  Kind  of  fmall  Whales,  the  meaner  Sort  live  on  their  Flefh,  fuch  as: 
it  is,  and  Milk  during  the  Summer.  Their  better  Kinds  of  Filh,  fuch  as  Cod,  Ling,  Tufk,  &c. 
they  cure  for  foreign  Markets,  and  more  efpecially  for  Hamburgh,  with  which  City  they  have  a 
gieat  Correfpondence. 

e  Martin,  p.  285.  Captain  Prefton’s  Remarks.  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland. 

f  The  Otters  they  call  Tikes  ;  and  Seals,  Selkies.  The  former  have  fine  Furrs,  and  the  Skins-, 
of  the  latter  are  prettily  fpeckled. 

s  The  Wrecks  of  Ships,  which  are  but  too  frequent  (Captain  Prefton  mentions  three  or  four, 
during  the  few  Months  he  remained  here)  belong  to  the  Admiral. 

h  Willoughby  calls  the  Herring,  Rex  Pifcium,  the  King  of  Fifli  ;  the  Swedes  ftile  it  the  Royal 
Fifli*,  the  Hamburghers,  the  Crowned  Fifli.  In  Iflandic  the  Herring  is  called  Syld,  in  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Sild,  in  Swedifh  Sill,  in  French  Hareng,  in  Iralian  Aringhe,  in  Dutch  Harinke,  in  the 
Britifli  of  North  Wales  Penuag,  i.  e  hollow  Head,  in  South  Wales  Yfgadenin,  in  the  plural  Skadan, 
whence  our  Shad,  in  Cornifh  Hernan  guidn,  i.  e.  white,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  Hernan  the 
Pilchard. 

1  Voflii  de  origine  et  progreffu  Idololatr.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xxvii.  p.  56.  Tulpii  Obfer.  Med.  lib.  ii. 
cap.  24.  p.  133. 

k  Memoires  fur  Commerce  des  Hollandois,  chap.  iii.  Dicfionaire  univerfal  de  Commerce,  tom. 
ii.  col.  756.  Politike  Gronden  en  Max.  van  Holland,  p.  27. 
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Power  of  Imaginations  \  The  firft  Column  detached,  moves  towards  the 
Weft  by  the  Coafts  of  Newfoundland  towards  North  America  m-  the 
Eaftern  Column  proceeding  leifurely  by  the  Coafts  of  Ifeland,  fends  oft'  one 
Divifion  along  the  Coafts  of  Norway,  which  foon  divides  into  two;  one 
pafling  by  the  Strait  of  the  Sound  into  the  Baltic  n  ;  the  other  towards  Hol- 
ftein,  Bremen,  &c  the  larger  and  deeper  Column  falls  di redly  upon  the 
Ifles  of  Shetland  and  Orkney  ;  and  pafling  thefe  divides  into  two,  the  Eaftern 
Column  moving  along  that  Whole  Side  of  Britain,  detaching  gradually 
fmaller  Shoals  to  the  Coafts  of  Friezland,  Holland,  Zealand,  Flanders,, 
and  France  p,  while  the  Weftern  Column  pafle.s  on  the  other  Side  of  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland  q.  The  Remains  of  this  Body  reaflemble  in  the  Channel,, 
and  proceeding  thence  into  the  Ocean,  retire  to  their  Afylum  in  the  North,, 
where  in  Peace  and  Safety  they  repair  the  Lofles  they  have  fuftained,  and 
being  grown  large  and  lufty,  break  out  again  at  the  next  Seafon,  to  make- 
the  lame  Tour  which  has  been  already  defcribed  r. 

It  would  be  a  very  difficult,  and  in- refpedt  to  our  Purpofe,  an  almoft 
ufelefs  Undertaking,  to  endeavour  at  fixing  the  Time  when  this  Filhery 
commenced  s.  It  is  certain,  that  at  the  Beginning  of  the  fourteenth  Century,, 
it  was  conlidered  as  a  Matter  of  great  Importance  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 
Nations But  William  Buchold,  who,  as  fome  affirm,  publifhed  this 

1  Natural  Hillory  of  Norway,  P.  ii.  p.  145..  Anderfon  Hiftoire  naturelle  de  l’lflande,  tom.  i„ 
p.  107.  Atlas  maritimus  et  commercialis,  p.  9. 

m  Hillory  of  the  Iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  .John,  p.  74.  106.  Hackluyt’s  Voyages,  tom. 
ri.  p.  153,  where  the  Author  of  Sir  H.  Gilbert’s  Voyage  to  Newfoundland,  affirms  the  Herring  on 
that  Coall  to  be  larger  than  Norway  Herring,  p.  274.  Mr.  Hariot  (a  celebrated  Mathematician) 
allures  us  that  in  the  Months  of  February,  March,  April,  and  May,  Herring  are  taken  on  the.- 
Coalts  of  Virginia  eighteen,  twenty,  and  even  twenty-four  Inches  long.  Britiffi. Empire  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  vol.  i.  p.  19.  448. 

n  Natural  Hillory  of  Norway,  P.  ii.  p.  1-4-5.  01.  Magn.  de  gentibus  feptentrionalibus  Hid.  lib« 
xx.  cap.  22.  Robert’s  Merchant’s  Map  of  Commerce,  p.  247. 

0  The  Coafts  of  Jutland,  Holllein,  and  the  other  Countries  on  the  Baltick,  lying  direflly  oppo¬ 
site  to  Schonen,  the  Herrings  vifit  them  at  the  fame  Time. 

p  Atlas  maritimus  et  commercialis,  p.  10.  Grimftone’s  Hillory  of  the  Netherlands,  p.  39.  Dic- 
tionnaire  univerfeile  de  Commerce,  tom.  ii.  col.  758* 

s  Camdeni  Britan,  p.  586.  737.  Martin’s  Defcription  of  the  Weftern  Ifles,  p.  349.  Ancient 
and  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Down,  p.  245. 

r  01.  Magn.  de  Gent.  Septentrionalibus  Hill.  lib.  xx.  cap.  23.  Anderfon  Hilloire  naturelle  de 
I’lllande,  tom.  i.  p.  7 — 13, 

3  The  Dutch  fix  their  entering  on  this  Fiffiery  on  their  own  Coafts  to  A.  D.  11^3.  In  the  old: 
Chronicle  of  John  Francis  le  Petit  we  have  a  very  diftin<5t  Account  of  this  Matter.  It  is  there 
faid,-that  the  Inhabitants  of  Ziriczee,  in  the  Ifle  of  Zealand,  were  the  fu  ll  who  barrelled 'Herring  *, 
and  that  afterwards  the  People  of  Biervliet  found  the  Method  of  preferving  them  more  effectually, 
by  taking  fome  fmall  Bones  out  of  their  Heads,  which  Operation  they. call  Kaken ,  i.  e.  gibing  or 
jawing  the  Herring. 

1  Mar.  Paris  Hill.  Angl.  A.  D.  1238.  p.  47 1-.  31.  E.  iii.  St.  2.  A.  D.  1357*  ch.  i.  ii.  which  is 

culled  the  Statute  of  Herrings  Cotton’s  Abridgment,  p.  126.  149.  180..  191.  .31 7. 

o  Invention  i 
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Invention ;  or  who,  as  others  fay,  died  at  Biervliet,  Anno  Domini  One 
thoufand  Three  hundred  and  Eigh-ty-fix,  to  whofe  Tomb,  it  is  afterted, 
Charles  the  Fifth  and  his  Sifter  the  Queen  of  Hungary  made  a  Vifit,  in 
Acknowledgment  of  the.Services  he  had  done  the  Low  Countries,  invented  a 
new  Method  of  Curing  thefe.Fifti  u,  by  which  his  Countrymen  the  Flemings 
engrofted  this  lucrative  Commerce,  and  to  diftinguilh  them,  thefe  were  ftiled 
F/emiJh  Herrings w.  Others  fay,  this  Invention  was  taught  them  by  an 
Englilhman,  one  William  Belkinfon,  much  later x;  but  however  that  Matter 
be,  certain  it  is,  that  the  Flemings  were  exceedingly  enriched  by  it,  till  by 
the  Revolt  of  the  United  Provinces,  this  Fifhery  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Dutch,  who  by  making  many  prudent  Ordinances,  in  reference  to  the 
catching,  curing,  and  exporting  Herring,  fixed  this  Trade  in  their  own 
Hands,  and  excited  thereby  the  Wonder,  Envy,  and  Jealoufy  of  all  their 
Neighbours  y. 

There  is  however  very  little  Doubt  to  be  made,  that  the  Profits  accru¬ 
ing  to  the  Dutch  from  this  Fifhery,  have  been  at  certain  Times,  though 
probably  without  any  bad  Intention,  magnified  much  beyond  the  Truth  z. 
We  therefore,  in  endeavouring  to  come  at  fomething  like  a  Calculation, 
will  lay  down  certain  Fa.<fts  from  the  beft  Authorities,  which  may  ferve  to 
{hew  the  progreftive  State  of  this  Fifhery,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  fur- 
niflies  the  Means  of  guefiing,  with  fome  Degree  of  Probability,  at  its  vaft 
Value.  Sir  William  Monfon,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  and  other  Writers  of 
thofe  Days,  Men  of  Experience,  proper  Judges,  and  who  had  feen  with 
their  own  Eyes  what  they  advanced  as  Fadts,  allure  us,  that  the  Dutch 
employed  in  their  Times,  and  had  long  employed.  Two  thoufand  Bufies  in 

“  Gott.fr.  Chron.  P.  vi.  p.  635.  This  Vifit  of  the  Emperor  was  in  A.  D„  1 556.  Guiccardin  calls 
him  Beukelins,  and  places  his  Death,  A.  D.  1397. 

w  01.  Magn.  de  Gentibus  Septentrionalibus  Hid.  lib.  xx.  cap.  22. 

x  Martin  Tydelekurfon,  who  wrote  Remarks  on  the  Dutch  Gold  Mine,  a  Difcourfe  pre- 
fented  to  the  Dyet  of  Sweden,  A.  D.  1748  (to  which  they  are  indebted  for  their  Herring 
Fifhery)  pofitively  affirms  that  William  Belkinfon  taught  the  Dutch  their  prefent  Method  of  Curing 
thefe  Fidi,  folate  as  A.  D.  1548;  in  confequence  of  which  the  Herring  Trade  at  Bahus  in 
Norway  (now  belonging  to  the  Swedes)  gradually  declined. 

y  Martini  Schoockii  Belgium  Federatum,  lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  Meteren.  Neder.  Hid.  p.  466.  Sir 
Willim  Monfon’s  Naval  Tradts,  p.  518,  519.  Maline’s  Lex  Mercatoria,  p.  169,  170, 17 1.  Sir  Wal¬ 
ter  Ralegh’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  130.  Politike  Gronden  en  Max,  van.  Holland,  p.  27.  where  De 
Wit,  who  is  the  Author,  though  he  does  not  quedion  their  Calculations,  yet  in  the  Margin  re¬ 
marks,  that  through  Envy  they  were  over-rated.  Commerce  des  Hollandois,  p.  43. 

z  It  will  be  a  fufficient  Indance  of  this  to  mention,  that  fome  Writers  have  computed  that  Ten 
thoufand  foreign  Veflels  fifhed  annually  on  tfte  Coads  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  in  thefe  there  were 
employed  Two  hundred  Thoufand  Seamen ;  and  that  the  Value  of  the  Pierring,  Cod,  Ling,  and 
other  Fifh  taken  by  them,  amounts  to  Ten  Millions  Sterling.  Houghton’s  Colleffions  for  the 
Improvement  of  Hufbandry  and  Trade,  vol.  iii.  p.  329. 
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the  Shetland  Fifhery*.  In  One  thoufand  Six  hundred  and  Thirty-three, 
Mr.  Smith,  who  was  fent  to  Shetland  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  to  look  ftridtly 
into  this  Affair,  and  to  report  the  then  State  of  the  Dutch  Fifhing,  fixes 
the  Number  of  Buffes  when  he  was  there  at  Fifteen  hundred,  and  the  Vef- 
fels  that  were  befides  employed  in  the  Cod  Fifhery  at  Four  hundred  b.  It 
appears  from  very  exadt  Refearches  made  after  the  Reiteration,  and  by  dif¬ 
ferent  Modes  of  Calculation  which  checked  each  other  c,  that  it  was  then  to 
the  full  as  confiderable  d.  But  the  fubfequent  Wars  with  England  and  France 
bringing  great  Loffes  on  the  Subjects  of  the  States  General,  who  had  em¬ 
barked  their  Fortunes  -in  this  Fifhery ;  other  Nations  beginning  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  them;  and  from  a  Variety  of  Caufes,  which  it  would  be  te¬ 
dious  for  us  to  mention,  this  Trade  gradually  declined  e;  fo  that  in  One 
thoufand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-two,  the  Dutch  had  no  more  than  Two 
hundred  Buffes  here ;  the  Britifh  Herring  Fifhery  a  very  few  Ships;  which, 
however,  caught  more  in  Proportion,  and  cured  them  to  the  full  as  well  a9 
the  Dutch ;  the  Swedes  had  alfo  fome  Buffes,  and  there  were  fome  like- 
wife  from  Oftend  f;  from  all  of  which,  whatever  they  might  do  in  former 
Times,  the  Natives  drew  but  very  little  Advantage;:  and  though  it  be  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  their  Orders  from  Home,  yet  the  People  frequently  com¬ 
plain  of  ill  Ufage  from  the  Dutch  Buffes,  by  intuiting,  and  fometimes  fpoil- 
ing  their  fmall  Boats,  more  efpecially  when  they  attempt  fifhing  in  deep 

a  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  his  Obfervations  on  Trade  and  Commerce  addrefled  to  King  James,  af- 
fures  him  the  Dutch  employed  Three  thoufand  Ships  to  fifh  annually  on  our  Coafts ;  which  occa- 
fioned  the  Freighting  Nine  thoufand  more,  and  gave  Subfiftence  to  One  hundred  and  Fifty  thoufand' 
Perfons.  Sir  William  Monfon,  from  his  own  Experience,  fixes  on  Two  thoufand  Buffes,  and 
affirms  that  each  acquired  One  thoufand  Pounds  in  four  Months. 

b  Smith’s  England’s  Improvement  revived,  B.  vi,  p.  257.  confirmed  by  Sir  John  Burrough,  who 
publiffied  his  Book  the  fame  Year  Smith  went  to  Shetland. 

c  By  comparing  the  Number  of  Buffes  and  their  Cargoes  with  the  Duties  impofed  and  paid  in 
Holland,  with  the  Accounts  of  Sales  in  foreign  Ports,  and  with  the  Expenccs  and-  neceffary  Main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Families  known  to  live  by  this  Fifhery,  and  the  feveral  Trades  that  are  requifite 
for  the  Support  of  it,  and  the  Navigation  arifing  from  thence,  which  are  the  mofl  fatisfaflory 
Methods  of  coming  to  a  Certainty  in  this  Matter. 

<i  It  appears  from  the  Reports  of  Dr.  B.  Worfley,  Secretary  to  the  Committee  for  Trad'  in  the, 
Keign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  that  in  his  Judgment  the  Dutch  Herring  Fifhery  produced  to 
them  annually  Three  Millions  Sterling  ;  which  being  founded  on  thofe  Computations  mentioned 
in  the  former  Note,  and  looked  upon  as  certain  by  the  beft  of  Judges  here,  may  well  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  Point  eflablifhed,  more  efpecially  as  it  might  be  fupported  by  many  concurrent 
Proofs. 

e  The  Dutch  themfelves  aferibe  this  to  the  Declenfion  of  Markets,  efpecially  the  French-;  to  the 
Swedes  and  Norwegians  entering  on  this  Fifhery  ;  and  to  the  other  Nations  of  Europe  having 
found  the  Secret  of  Curing  thefe  Fifh  in  as  great  Perfe&ion  as  themfelves.  We  may  therefore  re¬ 
gard  it  as  a  Fa&  out  of  Doubt,  that  the  Confumption  of  pickled  Herrings  is  as  great  as  ever,  though 
the  Trade  is  divided,  and  the  Profits  rendered  thereby  lefs  apparent. 
i  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland. 
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Waters.  But  however,  in  regard  to  the  Subjects  of  that  Republic,  the 
Herring  Fishery  may  be  at  prefent  decayed,  it  would  be  no  difficult  Thing 
to  prove,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  candid  as  well  as  critical  Enquirer, 
that  while  it  continued  to  flouriffi  in  their  Hands,  the  Dutch  drew  from 
their  Fiffiery  out  of  the  Ocean  waffiing  the  Coafts  of  thefe  Blands,  to  the 
Amount  of  Two  hundred  Millions  Sterling11.  A  Circumftance  that 
may  furely  in  fome  Degree  intitle  the  Shetland  Bles  to  the  Notice  of  Great 
Britain  1 ! 


In  refpeCt  to  the  Inhabitants,  they  are  a  flout,  well-made,  comely  People, 
the  lower  Sort  of  a  fwarthy  Complexion  k.  The  Gentry  are  allowed  by  all 
who  have  converfed  with  them,  to  be  mofl  of  them  polite,  ffirewd,  fenfible, 
lively,  aCtive,  and  intelligent  Perfons;  and  thefe,  to  the  Number  of  about 
One  hundred  Families,  have  very  handfome,  ftrong,  well-built  Houfes  neatly 
furniffied,  their  Tables  well  ferved,  polifhed  in  their  Manners,  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  hofpitable  and  civil  to  Strangers  b  Thofe  of  an  inferior  Rank  are  a 
hardy,  robufl,  and  laborious  People,  who,  generally  fpeaking,  get  their  Bread 
by  hilling  in  all  Weathers111  in  their  Yawls,  which  are  little  bigger  than 
Gravefend  Wherries,  live  hardily,  and  in  the  Summer  Seafon  moftly  on 
Fiffi  ;  their  Drink,  which  in  reference  to  the  Britiffi  Dominions  is  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  Country,  is  called  Bland ,  and  is  a  Sort  of  Butter  Milk,  long  kept, 

g  This  has  been  long  and  loudly  Matter  of  Complaint,  and  has  and  will  reflrain  the  poor  Na¬ 
tives  (till  fupported)  from  undertaking  this  Filhery  on  their  own  Account. 

h  Emanuel  van  Meteren,  and  other  Netherland  Hiftorians,  boafl  of  the  prodigious  Profit  of  this 
Fifhery,  and  the  Multitudes  employed  therein  during  the  Century  preceding  the  laff  ;  and  as  we 
have  (hewn,  it  continued  increasing  till  after  the  Reftoration.  Let  us  then  fuppofe  (what  indeed 
we  have  proved)  that  for  One  hundred  Years  they  annually  fent  Two  thoufand  Bufies,  and  that 
each  gained  One  thoufand  Pounds,  and  it  eftablifhes  this  Calculation.  To  difpell  all  Doubts,  we 
give  up  whatever  was  made  before,  or  has  been  made  fince,  and  reft  upon  what  is  fupported  by 
the  fulleft  Evidence  given  by  the  befl  informed  of  their  Writers  as  well  as  ours. 

1  It  is  a  very  fenfible  and  fhrewd,  not  to  fay  a  flinging  Remark  made  by  Camden,  Britan,  p. 
586.  “  Veniam  enim  pifcandi  femper  conceflerunt  Angli,  h  on  one  fibi  refervato,  militate  vero  ex- 
teris,  quafi  per  defidiam  refignata.”  “  The  Liberty  cf  Fifhing  the  Englifh  have  always  allowed,  re- 
ferving  the  Honour  to  themfelves  ;  the  Profit  through  Indolence  they  have  refigned  to  Foreigners.” 
Schoockius  very  fairly  quotes  this  Obfervation,  as  the  Charter  by  which  his  Countrymen  enjoy 
their  Fifhery.  But  it  feems  to  be  now  high  Time  to  correct  this  Error,  and  to  encourage  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  all  Parts  of  Great  Britain  to  exert  their  Induflry  to  the  utmoff  for  the  common 
Benefit. 

k  Sibbald,  p.  4.  MS.  Relation  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland. 

1  Captain  Preflon,  who  was  there  about  twenty  Years  ago,  fays,  “  The  People  are  generally  civil, 
fagacious,  of  ready  Wit,  and  of  a  quick  Apprehenfion,  pioufly  inclined,  much  given  to  Hofpita- 
lity,  civil  and  liberal  in  their  Entertainments,  and  exceedingly  kind  to  Strangers,  which  I  may 
fay  indeed  from  Experience;  for  I  never  met  with  more  Civility  in  any  Part  of  the  World.” 

•  m  Smith’s  England’s  Improvements  revived,  p.  254,255.  Sibbald,  p.  40.  Captain  Preflon’s 
Account,  which  thews  that  a  whole  Century  has  elapfed  without  making  any  great  Alteration. 
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and  very  four  n.  Many  live  to  great  Ages,  though  not  fo  Jong  as  in  former 
Times.  In  refpedk  however  to  the  Bulk  of  the  Inhabitants,  from  the 
Poornefs  of  Living,  from  the  Nature  of  it,  and  from  the  Drinking  great 
Quantities  of  Corn  Spirits  of  the  very  word;  Sort,  Multitudes  are  afflicted 
with  an  inveterate  Scurvy  °,  from  which  thole  in  better  Circumkances  areen- 
tirely  free,  and  enjoy  as  good  Health  as  in  any  other  Country  in  Europe.  As 
they  have  no  great  Turn  to  Agriculture,  and  are  perfuaded  that  their  Country 
is  not  fit  for  it,  they  do  not  (though  probably  they  might)  raife  Corn 
enough  to  fubfift  them  for  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Year  p.  But  they 
are  much  more  fuccefsful  in  their  pakure  Grounds,  which  are  kept  well 
inclofed,  in  good  Order,  and  together  with  their  Commons,  fupply  them 
plentifully  with  Beef  and  Mutton.  They  pay  their  Rents  generally  in 
Butter  at  Lammas,  and  in  Money  at  Martinmas.  As  to  Manufactures,  they 
make  a  flrong  coarfe  Cloth  for  their  own  Ufe  q,  as  alfo  Linnen.  They  make 
likewife  of  their  own  Wool  very  fine  Stockings.  They  export  falted  and  dried 
Ling,  Cod,  and  Tufk,  fome  Herrings,  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Butter 
and  Train-oil,  Otter  and  Seal  Skins,  and  no  inconfiderable  Quantity  of  the 
fine  Stockings  before  mentioned.  Their  chief  Trade  is  to  Leith,  London, 
Hamburgh,  Spain,  and  to  the  Streights.  They  import  Timber,  Deals,  and 
fome  of  their  bek  Boats  from  Norway  Corn  and  Flour  from  the  Ork¬ 
neys,  and  from  North  Britain ;  Spirits  and  fome  other  Things  from  Ham¬ 
burgh  }  Cloaths  and  the  better  Sort  of  Linnen  from  Leith  ;  Grocery,  Houfe- 
hold  Furniture,  and  other  Necekaries  from  London1-.  The  fuperior  Du¬ 
ties  to  the  Earl  of  Morton  are  generally  let  in  farm,  and  are  paid  by  the 
People  in  Butter,  Oil,  and  Money.  The  Remains  of  the  old  Norwegian 
Conftitution  is  kill  vifible  in  the  Divifion  of  their  Lands ;  and  they  have 

n  This  is  an  Iflandic  Word,  from  whence  we  have  blend  in  our  own  Language,  which  fignifies 
to  mingle.  This  therefore  is  a  proper  Name  for  a  Liquor,  which  from  its  Sharpnefs  is  feldom 
drank  alone,  but  mixed  with  Water.  Sibbald,  p.  21,  22.  It  is  the  fame  with  what  the  People  of 
Norway  and  Ifeland  call  Syre,  made  by  Boiling  the  thin  Part  of  Butter-milk,  and  keeping  it  in 
Calks ;  it  has  the  Colour  of  White  Wine,  and  they  fometimcs  ufe  it  as  a  Pickle  for  Filh  or  Flelh. 

0  Sibbald,  p.  25.  Martin,  p.  373.  Wholefome  Diet,  Cleanlinefs,  and  lefs  ufe  of  Spirits,  would 
quickly  mitigate,  and  in  Time  root  out  this  dreadful  Malady. 

p  This  was  the  Cafe  in  Norway,  till  about  half  a  Century  ago,  when  they  fet  about  Agriculture 
in  Earned:,  and  with  Succefs.  Pontopp.  p.  79 — 108. 

1  This  Cloth  as  now  made,  is  flrong  and  warm,  fo  as  to  anfwer  all  the  Purpofesof  the  common 
People.  They  formerly  made  that  Kind  (Sibbald,  p.  5.)  which  is  called  Vadmell  or  Wadmell, 
which  is  flili  made  under  the  fame  Appellation  in  Norway  and  in  Ifeland.  See  Pontopp.  p.  273, 
274.  Horrebow  p.  124,  and  had  a  lingular  Method  of  thickening  it,  by  expofing  it  at  the  En¬ 
trance  of  a  Creek  to  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  Sea. 

r  It  is  evident  therefore,  that  by  mending  their  Circumflances,  and  enabling  the  Bulk  of  the 
People  to  live  better,  and  more  comfortably,  which  can  only  be  done  by  encouraging  and  protect¬ 
ing  their  Fifhery,  the  far  greateft  Part  of  the  Profits  arifing  from  thence  would  come  immediately 
to  Great  Britain,  as  the  little  they  do  get  does  already. 
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fome  Udalmen  or  Freeholders  amongft  thems.  But  the  Scots  Laws,  Cuf- 
toms.  Manners,  Drefs,  and  Language  prevail ;  and  they  have  a  Sheriff, 
Magiftrates  for  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  as  well  as  a  Cuftom-houfe  with 
a  proper  Number  of  Officers.  In  reference  to  their  ecclefiaftical  Concerns, 
they  have  a  Prefbytery,  twelve  Ministers,  and  an  Itinerant  for  Foula,  Fair 
Ifland,  and  the  Skerries.  Each  of  thefe  Minifters  hath  a  Stipend  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  Pounds,  befides  a  Houfe  and  a  Glebe  free  from  Taxes. 
The  Number  of  Souls  in  thefe  lilands  may  be  about  Twenty  thoufand  f. 

It  is  pretty  evident,  that  if  Britain  had  been  as  attentive  to  her  In- 
tcrefis  as  the  Dutch,  fine  might  have  drawn  from  the  Poffefiion  of  the. 
Shetland  Ides  no  fmall  Share  of  Wealth  to  herfelf ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  Inhabitants  muft  have  been  in  a  much  better  State  than  they  are.  The 
Bufinefs  now  is  to  look  forward,  and  to  confider  paft  Miftakes  as  proper 
Admonitions.  There  is  no  Doubt,  that  they  may  be  ftill  made  profitable 
by  proper  Means,  and  a  conffant  Attention.  A  great  Part  of  the  Lands, 
at  leafi;  a  confiderable  Proportion  of  them,  that  now,  and  perhaps  without 
Encouragement  may  for  ever  continue  ufelefs,  might  be  brought  into 
Cultivation,  if  didributed  amongft  induftrious  Families,  at  very  eafy,  and 
till  in  fome  Degree  improved,  at  no  Rents  u.  This  would  give  fuch  as  were 
fettled  on  them  a  Property,  inftil  thereby  a  deep-rooted  Affection  and  ftrong 
Attachment  to  their  Country,  and  furnifh  a  Part  of  their  Subfiftence.  To 
facilitate  their  Fifhery,  which  muft  ever  furnifh  the  Reft,  Magazines 
fhould  be  erected  to  fupply  them  with  all  Things  requifite  for  that  Em¬ 
ployment,  without  Relpedt  of  Perfons,  at  equal,  and  at  the  lowed:  Rates  $. 
and  Means  muft  be  likewife  found  to  enable  them  gradually  to  procure 
larger  Boats,  Bufles,  and  other  Vefiels,  fo  as  to  put  it  in  their  Power  to  catch,, 
cure,  and  export  their  Herrings- and  other  Fifh  in  their  own  Bottoms,,  to¬ 
wards  which  nothing  would  contribute  more  than  to  fend  a  Frigate  annually 
to  protect  them  from  the  Encroachments  and  Intuits  of  Foreigners- w.  The 
Idler  Ides  fhould  be  alfo  improved,  by  erecting  Salt  Works  in  fome,  by  eftah- 
lifhingthe  Manufacture  of  Nets  in  others,  by  fupplying  the  neceffary  Materials. 

s  It  is  faid,  and  probably  with  Truths  that  Gavelkind  was  a  Part  of  this  their  antient  Policy  ; 
and  if  fo,  it  very  well  accounts  for  the  Country  being  better  peopled. 

1  Blaeu,  p.  149.  Sibbald,  p.  9 — 12.  MS.  Account  of  the  Ifles  of  Shetland. 

u  Whatever  Expence  this  might  require,  would  be  compenfated  by  creating  a  fettled  and  un¬ 
alterable  Tenure,  eftablilhing  thefe  Farms  in  feparate  Families,  fo  as  not'  to  be  engrofled  and 
let  out  upon  a  Rack-rent,  but  to  remain  for  ever  in  die  Hands  of  real  Proprietors,  reliding  upon, 
and  having  their  Support  from  their  conffant  Cultivation  and  Improvements. 

w  On  board  this  Frigate  might  be  fent  an  Infpefror,  who  fhould  report  at  his  Return,  the  true 
State  of  the  Lands,  Filheries,  Bounties,  Cuftoms,  Excife,  &c.  by  which  any  Frauds,  Embezzle¬ 
ments,  or  Mifapplications,  would  be  immediately  detected,  and  the  Publick  receive  a  diftinft  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Progrefs  of  their  Improvements  every  Year.  This  Report  Ihould  bepublilhed  in  the 
Gazette,  as  well  as  laid  before  the  Boards  of  Trade  and  Treafury,  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
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and  Conveniences  for  building  flout  Boats,  and  making  Cades  in  the  larger 
Xflands.  Kelp  might  be  certainly  made  even  on  the  Holms  and  Skerries ; 
and  having  that  and  Train-oil,  would  lead  them  to  tne  making  coari'e  Glafs 
and  Soap,  which  would  vary  and  increafe  their  Cargoes  x.  Two  or  three 
Companies  of  Invalids  properly  chofen  and  employed  as  Garrifons,  would 
prove  an  eafy  and  effectual  Method  to  teach  the  Natives  many  little 
manual  Arts,  and  a  Variety  of  ufeful  Trades,  of  which  they  are  at  prefent 
ignorant,  and  by  which  Induftry  would  lpread  in  confequence  of  its  being 
apparently,  certainly,  and  fpeedily  rewarded.  As  the  People  come  to  live 
better,  and  to  bring  home  Cargoes  in  return  for  their  Fifhand  other  Com¬ 
modities,  Cuftoms  and  Excil'e  would  quickly  repay  the  Public  for  the 
Encouragements  propofed  ;  and  if  this  was  not  fufficient,  they  might  be 
obliged  to  furnifh  a  certain  Supply  of  Seamen  to  the  Royal  Navy  in  Time 
of  W  ar,  which  they  would  be  very  far  from  confidering  as  a  Hardfhip  ;  and 
it  might  be,  as  has  been  fuggefted  on  a  former  Occaiion,  a  Point  of  Policy, 
to  fee  thefe  Sailors,  when  they  were  no  longer  neceffary,  brought  back  to 
their  own  Homes,  where  the  Lights  they  muft  obtain  from  Experience 
would  be  of  no  fmall  Ufe. 

If  we  had  not  fhidied  Brevity7-  as  much  as  poflible,  it  might  have  afforded 
the  judicious  Reader  fome  Entertainment,  if  from  a  Variety  of  Inflances  we 
had  fhewn  the  great  Conformity  of  the  original,  civil,  and  political  Con- 
flitutions  in  thei'e,  in  the  Weflern  Illands,  in  Man,  and  in  thofe  Jfles  that 
flill  remain  to  us  as  Appendages  of  the  Dutchy  of  Normandy;  which  lafl 
mentioned  Iflands,  as  they  are  in  refpedt  to  their  Polity  the  lead  altered,  are  at 
this  Day  by  far  the  mod  flourifliing,  and  the  mod  populous}'.  This  fufficiently 
fhews,  and  indeed  to  a  Demondration  proves,  how  well  that  old,  free,  and 
equitable  Conditution,  which  was  nearly  the  fame  through  them  all,  was 
calculated  to  render  the  People  eafy,  adtive,  indudrious,  and  attached  to 
their  native  Soil,  in  confequence  of  their  deriving  with  Certainty  and  Se¬ 
curity  from  the  Produce  of  their  Labours  all  that  they  could  leafonably 
either  want  or  wifh. 

If  the  Profpect  of  thefe  Iflands  feems  to  occupy  a  large  Space  in  this 
Volume,  it  may  be  fome  Apology  to  fay,  that  their  having  been  hitherto 

*  There  is  certainly  nothing  impracticable,  much  lefs  impofTtble,  in  carrying  all  that  is  propofed 
into  Execution.  If  any  Doubt  could  arife,  it  might  be  filenced,  by  inquiring  into  what  in  this 
Kind  has  been  done  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Ifeland  during  the  Courfe  of  his  preftnt  Danifh  Ma- 
jefty’s  Reign. 

y  In  refpedt  to  Size,  Guernfey  and  the  Ides  dependent  upon  it  are  about  one  twentieth  of  Shet¬ 
land  ;  but  the  Number  of  People  is  nearly  the  fame,  and  confequently  the  former  is  twenty  Times 
as  populous  as  the  latter.  But  if  Shetland  was  in  all  Circumftauces  put  on  a  Level  with  Guern¬ 
fey,  there  is  no  Doubt  its  Fifheries  and  Commerce  might  in  the  Space  of  Half  a  Century,  render  it 
half  as  well  peopled,  and  add  thereby  Two  hundred  th;ufand  Subjefts  to  Great  Britain. 
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very  indifferently,  indeed  hardly  known,  and  confequently  little  attended 
to,  not  only  recommended  them  to,  but  required  for  them  a  larger  Con- 
hderation  in  a  Political  Survey  j  and  if  ftill  more  is  neceffary  to  be 
faid,  let  me  have  Permiffion  to  obferve,  that  the  prefen t  State  and  Circum- 
dances  of  this  Country  made  it  at  this  Time  Hill  more  peculiarly  requifite. 
For  the  British  Dominions  being  now  grown  not  only  to  an  Empire, 
but  to  a  mod  extenfive  Empire,  there  feems  to  be  nothing  of  fo  great  Im¬ 
portance  towards  fupp©rting  its  Splendour  and  Authority,  as  ftrengthening 
the  Center  and  Seat  of  Government ;  towards  which,  it  can  be  ebeemed 
no  trivial  Supply,  if  by  connecting  more  clofely  to  us  thefe  Iflands,  we  may 
have  the  Ufe  and  Abidance  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  aCtive  and  able  Men, 
equally  capable  of  being  employed  at  Land  or  on  Sea,  and  who,  from  the 
Situation  of  the  Countries  they  inhabit,  may  be  at  any  Time  employed  to 
the  mod  ufeful  Purpofes  with  the  greated  Facility.  Thefe  Idands  are  our 
own,  we  have  not  only  an  indifputed  Title,  but  an  uninterrupted  Poffef- 
iion,  fo  that  we  need  not  go  to  feek  or  to  difcover  them ;  but  barely  to 
examine  their  Utility,  and  by  what  Means  and  Methods  we  may  avail  our- 
felves  of  them  and  their  Inhabitants  to  the  utmod ;  and  as  has  been  often 
touched  already,  it  ought  to  be  no  Bar  to  fuch  Inquiry,  that  in  their  pre- 
fent  State  they  feem  to  be  almod  ufelefs ;  for  if  we  call  to  Mind  the 
ancient  Condition  of  Cornwall,  of  feveral  of  the  Northern  Counties  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  bed  Part  of  Ireland,  and  compare  them  with  what  we  now 
fee  to  be  the  Produce  of  thefe  Countries,  and  of  which  they  were  always  ca¬ 
pable  ,♦  we  can  entertain  no  Doubt  that,  by  a  like  Application  of  Skill  and 
Abidance,  the  like  EffeCts  may  follow  even  here.  Some  Difficulties  will 
very  piicbably  occur,  but  they  will  be  far  from  being  great ;  for  we  need 
not  either  Forces  or  Fleets,  we  need  not  depopulate  the  happy  Regions 
of  South  Britain  to  plant  thefe.  They  are  for  our  Purpofe  fufficiently 
peopled  already ;  and  if  thofe  who  now  inhabit  them  had  the  Power  of 
providing  for  their  Poderity,  they  would  quickly  become  in  Proportion  to 
their  Extent,  as  populous  as  any  other  Province  that  we  have.. 

The  People  who  are  at  prefent  in  them  are  our  Subjects,  and  as- 
well  affected  as  any  Subjects  can  be,  which  affords  them  a  jud  Claim  to 
our  Protection  and  Abidance.  That  they  have  not  either  Wealth  or 
rich  Commodities  to  attraCl  Notice  is  alike  their  Misfortune  and  ours- 
Bui.  if,  even  in  this  State,  they  ffiould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  draw  the  Atten¬ 
tion  of  Government,  there  is  no  Room  at  all  to  Doubt,  they  would  in  a  very 
fhort  Space  emerge  from  this  unhappy  Situation,  to  the  common  Benebt  of 
themfelves  and  of  the  Mother  Country.  In  refpeCt  to  Religion,  the  far  greated 
Part  of  them  are  bncere  and  zealous  Protedants,  and  the  Red  may  be 
eably  made  fo.  The  better  Sort  every  where  fpeak  the  Englibi  Language,, 
and  there  are  none  amongd  them  who  have  not  an  Ambition  to  learn  it  y 
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nor  ar£  they  lefs  defirous  of  feeling  the  Benefit  of  our  Laws,  and  of  parti¬ 
cipating  in  the  Effeds  of  that  admirable  Conftitution,  which  fee ures  to 
Men  where-ever  it  reaches,  the  mofl  profperous  State  of  rational  Liberty. 
Their  old  Prejudices,  which  in  giving  their  Hiftory  we  have  fairly  re¬ 
presented,  are  long  ago  extinguished,  their  ill  Habits  are  entirely  worn  out,, 
they  are  exceedingly  fenfible  of  their  own  Misfortunes,  clearly  difeern  the 
Caufes  of  them,  and  would  not  only  Submit  to,  but  eagerly  welcome  and. 
embrace  any  new  Eftablilhment  by  which  they- might  be  removed.  As 
they  muft  recover,  if  ever  they  recover,  by  the  Favour  and  Kindnefs  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  in  confequence  of  this  Recovery,  they  muft  be  always 
and  intirely  dependent  upon  her.  The  Benefits  they  receive,  will,  and  of 
Necefftty  muft  be  in  Proportion  to  the  Stridnefs  of  their  Connection  ;  and, 
in  confequence  of  their  Utility,  and  from  their  Size,  Situation,  and  Cir- 
cumftances,  it  is  limply  impoftible,  that  their  Intereft  and  Happinefs  can 
have  any  other  Bafts  than  the  Countenance  and  Protection  of  Britain.  In 
virtue  of  this,  they  may,  by  a  proper  Diviiion  of  what  is  now  ufele  s  Pro¬ 
perty,  come  to  have  all  their  Lands  cultivated  that  are  capable  of  Culture* 
and  thefe  will  be  then  found  of  much  greater  Extent  than  can  he  con¬ 
ceived  even  by  themfelves  atprefent;  and,  in  Conjunction  with  their  ample 
Fifheries,  would  furnifh  a  comfortable  Subfiftence  to  the  prefent  Pofteftors, 
and,  however  numerous  they  may  prove,  to  their  Pofteritv.  If  the  Certainty 
of  this  could  admit  of  any  Doubt.it  might  be  removed,  by  confideiing 
attentively  the  Number  of  Ships  of  all  Nations,  which  by  annually  fifhing 
upon  their  Coafts  extract  that  Wealth  which  might  be  acquired  by  them 
with  much  more  Eafe.  If  the  Permanence  of  their  Profperity  (hould  be 
queftioned,  let  us  recoiled,  that  if  once  they  were  in  Pofteftion  of  the  fifh- 
ing,  curing,  and  exporting  thofe  inexhauftible  Stores  that  are  daily  within 
their  Reach,  they  would  be  able  to  do  this  at  fo  cheap  a  Rate,  that,  while 
under  the  Protedion  of  the  Mother  Country,  no  foreign  Nation  could 
ever  interfere  with  them  more,  as  their  Numbers,  and  the  Capacity  of 
managing  their  Fiftieries,  would  encreafe  every  Day. 

Yet  as  Fad  is  (Longer  than  any  Arguments,  and  more  c one Tu five  than 
the  (Inert  Rea  foiling,  I  (hall  clofe  with  obferving,  that  we  may  lafely  and! 
certainly  conclude  all  this  may  be  done,  if  it  can  be  (hewn  that  it  has  been 
done  already.  I  will  therefore  undertake  to  prove,  that  an  Ifland  in  no 
better  Climate,  with  no  richer  Soil,  and  poftefftng  only  fome  of  thofe  Ad¬ 
vantages  which  belong  to  thefe,  rofe  to  ^  much  higher  Degree,  not  barely 
in  point  of  Numbers  and  Subftance,  but  by  becoming  in  Procefs  oi  Time,  and 
the  Convenience  of  its  Situation,  a  Seat  of  Commerce,  and  in  confequence 
of  that,  of  a  City  of  Power,  of  Splendour,  and  Magnificence  beyond  any 
Thing  the  moil  (anguine  Imagination  would  tempt  a  Man  to  promife  ins 
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Favour  of  thefe  Britifh  Kies ;  which  Inftance  was  particularly  referved  for 
this  Place,  where  I  cannot  but  hope  it  will  appear  in  a  proper  Light,  and 
of  Courfe  have  its  proper  Weight. 

This  Ifland  is  Gothland,  Gotland,  or  as  the  Natives  themfelves  ftile 
it  Gullanp,  fituated  between  the  Fifty- feve-nth  and  the  Fifty-eighth  De¬ 
gree  of  North  Latitude,  in  the  Midft  of  the  Baltick,  having  that  Sea  on  the 
North  and  South,  the  Continent  of  Sweden  on  the  Weft,  and  the  Coun¬ 
tries  of  Livonia  and  Courland  to  the  Eaft.  It  is  about  ftxty  Engliih 
Miles  in  Length  and  twenty  in  Breadth,  rather  larger  than  the  Bland  of 
Sky  ;  but  containing  lefs  Land  than  Pomona  and  the  Reft  of  the  Shetland 
Ifles.  It  is  mountainous,  but  with  various  Tradts  of  very  good  Land,  fertile 
in  Pafture  and  in  Grain*  abounding  in  Timber,  plentifully  watered,  hav¬ 
ing  great  Variety  of  Land  and  Sea  Fowl,  with  Abundance  of  fine  Fifh  in  its 
Rivers,  and  in. the  Sea,  which  wafhes  its  Coafts,  with  feveral  good  Harbours, 
'.and  near  twenty  fmall  Iflands  lying  round  it.  It  was  fometimes  an  inde¬ 
pendant  Kingdom,  fometimes  it  belonged  to  the  Swedes,  at  others  to  the' 
Danes,  though  now  it  belongs  to  the  former,  is  divided  into  many  Dif- 
tridts,  and  has  about  One  hundred  Parifhes. 

Wisby  or  Wisbuy  was  the  Capital,  or  rather  an  independant  City,  on 
the  Weft  Side  of  this  Ifle,  feated  on  a  rocky  Mountain,  doping  towards 
.the  Sea,  with  a  very  fine  Port  protected  by  a  ftrong  Caftle.  This  Place 
arofe  on  the  Ruins  o i Wineta  and  Julinum ,  and  upon  their  Decline  became 
the  moil  celebrated  Emporium  in  the  North,  flourifhing  in  great  State  and 
Splendour,  from  the  latter  End  of  the  eighth  or  beginning  of  the  ninth  till 
towards  the  fourteenth  Century.  It  was  a  very  fair,  rich,  and  opulent 
City,  well  fortified,  had  in  it  ten  Churches,  four  Mcnafteries,  and  when 
in  the  Zenith  of  its  Glory,  from  Ten  to  Twelve  thoufand  Burghers,  exclu- 
.five  of  as  many  foreign  Merchants;  being  a  Kind  of  free  Port,  frequented 
by  the  Swedes,  Danes,  Saxons,  Ruffians,  Englifh,  Scots,  and  other  Na¬ 
tions,  with  many  Jews  refiding  therein.  Its  Magnificence  was  fo  great, 
that  the  Gates  and  many  of  the  public  Buildings  were  of  Marble,  the  Frames 
of  the  Windows  gilt,  which  Fadts  as  Hiftory  records,  fo  the  ftately  Ruins 
thereof  atteft  to  this  Day.  It  was  famous  for  a  Body  of  Sea  Laws,  the 
Anthority  of  which  prevailed  through  almoft  all  the  commercial  States  of 
Europe,  and  which  make  the  Bafis  of  that  Code  adopted  by  the  Hans 
Towns.  It  was  likewife  famous  for  the  firft  Invention  of  Sea  Charts  ;  the 
Seamen  of  this  Ifland  being  thought  more  expert  than  any  others  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Part  of  Europe,  and  the  Citizens  enjoying  large  Privileges,  not  only  in 
the  Dominions  of  Sweden,  Norway  and  Denmark,  but  alfo  in  Ruffia, 

Pomerania, 
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Pomerania,  and  the  Empire,  in  virtue  of  Charters  that  are  ftill  pre- 
ferved  2. 

These  Accounts,  to  the  Truth  of  which  all  the  Northern  Hidorians 
unanimoudy  teftify,  afford  incontedible  Evidence  of  what  a  Country  feated 
in  the  fame  Latitude  with  our  Long  Ifland  was  capable  in  thefe  very  early 
Times  ;  which,  however,  were  but  little  earlier  than  the  Conqueft  of  the 
Orkney  and  Shetland  Ides  by  the  Norwegians.  We  may  alfo  obferve,  that 
thefe  Relations  reflect  great  Light,  and  ftrengthen  not  a  little  the  Pro¬ 
bability  of  the  Llidories  already  given  of  our  Northern  Ifles,  which  no 
Doubt  might  have  been  rendered  much  more  compleat,  if  any  Care  had* 
been  taken  to  preferve  either  the  Civil  or  Eccledadical  Records,  which 
were  once  extant  in  the  Orkneys,  and  of  which;  we  have  already  given 
an  Account  of  the  fingle  Fragment  perhaps  that  is  flill  remaining.  If 
it  fhould  be  objefled,  that  Gothland  remains  at  this  Day  much  better 
cultivated  and  better  peopled,  than  any  of  our  Ifles,  and  may.  be  from, 
thence  prefumed  to  be  a.  better  Country ;  the  Anfwer  is  very  eafy:- 
Gothland  in  refpedf:  to  its  Mother  Country  of  Sweden  is  a  Southern  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  in  that  Refpedt  is  comparatively  much  fuperior  to  mod;  of  the 
other  Provinces  in  that  Kingdom  j  whereas  our  Ifles  lie  to  the  North  and; 
Weil  of  the  Northern,  mod:  remote  and  lead:  cultivated  Extremity  of 
Great  Britain,  which  very  plainly  fhews  why  the  one  is  in  fo  much  better 
Condition  at  prefent  than  the  other.  If  it  fhould  be  faid  that  thefe  are  alL 
Stories  of  a  very  antient  Date,  and  that  Wifbuy  very  probably  decayed  in* 
confequence  of  the  Lofs  of  its  Trade,  even  this  will  appear  to  be  very 
little  to  the  Purpofe ;  for  Wifbuy  acquired  its  Trade  by  the  Decline  of 
two  great  Marts  in  Pomerama,  one  of  which,  like  our  old  Winchelfea, 
was  fwallowed  up  by  the  Sea,  and  loft  it  by  the  Revolutions  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Kingdoms,  after  a  Podedion  of  many  Centuries.  But  the  Com¬ 
merce  which  was  drft  fettled  in  Pomerania,,  and  removed  from  thence  to 
Wifbuy,  is  not  yet  lodj  but  is  again  transferred  to  the  Continent,  and 
fhared  amongft  the  Cities  of  Lubeck,  Bremen,  and  Hamburgh- j  with  which 
Cities  our  Ides  have  always  had,  and  if  in  better  Circumdances  would  cer- 

i  01.  Magn.  Hid.  Septen.Gent.  lib.  ii.  cap.  22.  xvih.cap.  1.  Pontaoi  rerum  Danicar.  Hid.  p. 
490.  539-  54 1  •  733-  Gothofred.  de  imperio  maris,  cap  S.  Wagenfeil  Synop  Geograph,  p.  492. 
Zeyler  Defcrip*  Sueciae,  p.  164.  Corning,  de  orig.  jur.  gent.  cap.  19.  Olear.  I  tin .  lib.  ii.  cap. 
3.  L’lfoie  piu  fa  mo  fe  dal  Mondo  defcritte  da-Thomafo  Procacchi,  p.  9.  D’Audiffiet  Hiftoi  re 
ct  Geographie  ancienne  et  moderne,  p.  364,  365.  Treadle  of  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea,  with 
a-complete  Colleftion  of  Sea  Laws,  p.  174,  175.  Cutler’s  Coading  Pilot,  p.  43,  44.  All  thefe 
Authorities  are  cited  (1)  to  authenticate  the  Fa<ft,  (2)  to  drew  its  notoriety,  (3)  that  every  Reader- 
may  have-  it  in  his  Power  to  confult  fome  or  other  of  them.- 
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tainly  have,  a  much  more  confiderable  Commerce  If  therefore  the  Bn- 
tiili  Government,  now  in  the  Zenith  of  commercial  Splendour,  will  at 
Length  contemplate  the  many  certain  and  obvious  Advantages  that  might 
be  derived  from  the  Situation  of  our  numerous  Ifies,  the  Profits  that  have 
been  and  are  ftill  made  of  the  Fifheries  on  their  Coafts,  though  not  by  their 
Inhabitants,  their  Vicinity,  if  thofe  Fifheries  were  put  in  their  Power,  to  all 
Markets,  and  the  Facility  of  their  Correfpondence  with  North  America, 
the  Weft  and  even  with  the  Eaft  Indies,  with  how  great  Eafe,  and  at  how 
fmall  an  Expence  all  thefe  Branches  of  Trade  might  be  obtained  and 
fecured  to  their  inhabitants,  and  what  mighty  and  what  certain  Benefits 
would  from  thence  refult  to  every  Part  of  the  Dominions  of  their  Pro- 
tedtrix  and  Mother  Country,  this  Chapter  will  moft  certainly  have  its  E fi¬ 
fe  (ft,  and  the  Confequences  will  furnifh  ample  Materials  for  much  an¬ 
other  Kind  of  Chapter  in  forne  future  Political  Survey  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ! 

#  Since  this  Seftion  was  finished  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Morton  hath  difpofed  of 
his  Interefls,  under  the  feveral  Grants  and  Aft  of  Parliament  before  mentioned,  to  Sir  Lawrence 
Dundas,  Baronet,  who  is  become  rhereby  the  prefent  PoITeflor  of  tire  Orkney  and  Shetland 
Illands. 


Section  IX. 

'  _  *  •  »  f 

A  retrofpeXive  View  of  the  Contents,  in  order  to  Hew  the  Con¬ 
nexion  of  the  feveral  SubjeXs  treated  in  this  Book. 

THE  End  propofed  by  a  Political  Survey  is  to  demonfirate  the  real  Worth 
and  Value  of  any  Country.  The  Principles  on  which  the  great  Enipires 
ere cled  in  ancient  Times  were  founded  Jet  in  a  juft  Light.  The  favourable 
P  oft  ion  of  any  Count  ?y ,  a  Thing  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the  Felicity  of 
its  Inhabitants.  A  JuccinB  View  of  the  Reajons  on  which  the  Preference  of 
an  injular  Situation  is  founded.  The  general  Dejcription  of  Britain  repre - 
fenting  its  diftinguijhing  Excellencies.  The  numerous  and  important  Ufes 
derived  from  the  great  Plenty  and  happy  DiJlribution  oj  Water  throughout 
all  the  Britijh  Ifies.  The  Number ,  Beauty ,  and  convenient  Ports  at  the 
Mouths  of  navigable  Rivers ,  a  fngular  Circunftance  in  our  Favour.  In¬ 
numerable  Benefits  arifing  from  the  particular  Form  and  vaft  Extent  of  our 
Coajls.  The  7nidland  Provinces  oj'  the  Britijh  Ijles  contain  a  very  large  TraB 
of  Country .  This  Country  full  of fine  Meadows ,  arable  Lands ,  or  Mountains 
rich  in  Metals,  capable  of  fupporting  fome  Millions  more  than  their  pre¬ 
fent. 
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fcnt.  Many  Advantages  that  may  be  derived from  the  lejfer  Ijlancts  depend¬ 
ant  upo?i  Great  Britain.  ’The  farther  Explanation  of  fever al  of  thefe  Points 
referved  to  the  fucceeding  Books. 

fT"'  H  E  principal  End  of  a  Political  Survey  of  any  Country,  is  to  point 
out  its  Capacity,  under  the  Regulation  of  a  wile  Policy,  to  render  the 
Inhabitants  thereof  independant,  potent,  and  happy  a.  In  regard  to  a  Matter 
of  this  Importance,  more  efpecially  in  an  Age  fo  enlightened  as  this,  Af- 
fertions  are  not  regarded  as  Arguments ;  and  even  Arguments,  however 
fpecious  or  plauhble,  if  unfupported  by  Fadts,  are  not  looked  upon  as  con- 
clufive.  As  far  as  Rhetoric,  Panegyric,  and  all  the  Powers  of  Elo¬ 
quence  could  reach,  Britain,  as  we  have  more  than  once  had  Occafion 
to  (hew,  has  been  as  highly  celebrated  as  any  Country  could  be  b.  But 
how  much  foever  fuch  Pieces  may  pleafe,  they  feldom  carry  in  them  any 
great  Degree  of  Information,  and  will  by  no  means  furnifh  any  fatisfaclory 
Anfwers  to  Objections.  In  order  to  accompliffi  this,  it  is  requilite  to  purlue 
another  Method,  to  go  to  the  Bottom  of  Things,  to  enter,  and  even  to 
enter  minutely,  into  Particulars,  and  by  thus  proceeding  Step  by  Step,  to 
render  whatever  is  affirmed  as  clear  and  as  certain  as  poffible  c.  It  muff 
be  allowed  that  this  as  well  as  other  Countries  hath  been  fubjeCl  to  very 
great  Viciffitudes,  and  to  frequent  Revolutions  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
not  only  the  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants,  but  the  very  Face  and  Appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Country  itfelf,  hath  been  in  different  Periods  greatly  altered, 
which  in  fuch  a  Survey  ought  to  be  remarked  and  explained  d.  Many  of 
its  natural  Advantages  were  at  all  Times  too  obvious  not  to  be  difeerned ; 
and  yet  fome  of  thefe  have  never  been  improved,  while  others  again,  paffing 
wholly  unnoticed,  have  been  of  courfe  totally  negleCted,  But  within  thefe 
two  laft  Centuries,  iince  the  Reformation  produced  the  Revival  of  ufeful 
Science,  the  Eyes  of  Men  have  been  in  a  great  meafure,  opened ;  and  in 

*  What  it  is  poffible  or  impoffible  for  a  Nation  to  execute  can  never  be  fo  well  known  as  from 
a  juft  Survey  of  the  Country  they  inhabit. 

b  Befides  the  antient  Panegyrics  addreffied  to  the  Family  of  Conflantine  the  Great,  of  which 
there  are  large  Extracts  in  Camden  and  Speed,  the  fuccinX  Accounts  at  the  beginning  of  Beda, 
and  all  our  ancient  Chronicles,  the  Reader  may  confult  William  Harrifon’s  Defcription  of  Britain, 
London  1577,  folio.  Thomas  Gainsford’s  Glory  of  England,  London,  1618,  4to.  A  Difcourfe 
of  the  national  Excellencies  of  England,  by  R.  Hawkins,  London  1658,  8vo. 

c  By  this  Manner  of  treating  it,  the  judicious  Reader  will  make  himfelf  fully  Matter  of  the  Sub 
je£t  in  all  its  Parts,  and  will  gradually  from  his  own  Reflexions,  and  confulting  the  Authorities- 
derive  Lights  fuperior  to  any  I  am  able  to  give  him,  who  aflume  no  greater  Merit  than  to  have, 
laboured  very  long  and  very  affiduoufly  to  collect  and  arrange  Things  as  well  as  I  am  able 

d  It  is  as  certain  as  any  Thing  can  be  that  the  Romans  left  a  great  Part  of  this  Country  highly 
improved,  which  in  the  fucceeding  In  uprions  of  the  Angles,  the  Saxons,  and  the  Jutes,  were 
utterly  dettroyed.  The  Danes  overturned  and  ruined  the  whole  Ifland  at  different  though  not 
far  dittant  Times ;  and  the  Normans  were  by  no  means  affiduous,  as  the  Saxons  had  been,  to  re¬ 
cover  and  reltore  the  Regions  they  fubdued. 

Vpl,  L  4,  X 
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confequence  of  this,  much  more  has  been  done  within  that  Period  than  in 
many  Ages  before  «.  Thefe  Improvements,  how  great  foever,  ought  only 
to  be  confidered  as  fo  many  laudable  Models,  calculated  to  excite  a  ffcill 
Wronger  Principle  of  public  Spirit  and  Emulation  ;  as  there  ftill  remain  va¬ 
rious  of  our  native  Prerogatives  unexerted,  feveral  great  Refources  unex¬ 
plored,  and  not  a  few  Means  yet  untried ;  by  which  even  greater  Things 
than  have  been  yet  done,  might  be  ftill  eftedled  in  Agriculture,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce,  by  profecuting  the  Aptitude  this  Country  has 
for  almoft  every  poftible  Species  of  Improvement,  and  thereby  rendering 
it  the  noble  and  refpedtable  Center  of  as  extenfive,  fiouriihing,  and  well- 
governed  an  Empire,  as  any  on  which,  fince  launched  from  the  Hand  of 
the  Creator,  the  Sun  has  ever  fhone. 

As  a  Bafis  for  fuch  a  Superftrufture,  we  hazarded  fome  political  Sketches 
of  the  great  Empires  in  Antiquity,  and  fhewed  from  Fadts  that  fuch 
ftupendous  Edifices  might  be  erected ;  and  defcending  from  thefe  ta 
Countries  which,  both  in  Time  and  Situation,  were  lefs  remote,  we  made 
it  equally  evident,  that  thefe  Powers  of  Conftrudtion  were  not  confined  to 
any  Quarter  of  the  Globe,  or  at  all  reftrained  to  the  particular  Circumftances 
of  Soil  or  Climate  ft  But  that  Wifdom  and  Induftry,  Prudence  and  Per- 
feverance,  were  Engines  capable  of  overcoming  almoft  any  Obftacle,  and 
removing  every  Defedt,  and  even  in  fome  Cafes  of  converting  apparent 
Defedts  into  real  Advantages  g.  We  alfo  ventured  to  draw  the  Veil  a  little, 
and  to  render  it  manifeft,  that  thefe  amazing  effedts  were  not  performed 
by  thofe  myfterious  and  refined  Arts  which  have  ufurped  the  Name  of 
Policy  in  modern  Ages ;  but  by  fimple  and  folid  Maxims,  infpired  by 
Genius,  approved  by  Reafon,  and  confirmed  by  Experience.  From  thefe 
fprung  a  Syftem  of  Rule,  founded  on  a  few  well  weighed  Principles,  fuited 
to  the  Genius  and  Circumftances  of  the  People,  and  invariably  tending  to 
the  public  Good.  Inftitutions,  plain,  fuccindt,  and  agreeable  to  the  na¬ 
tural  Notions  that  all  Men  have  of  Juftice.  By  which  a  Senfe  of  Shame 
was  made  a.s  much  as  poftible  to  ferve  inftead  of  Punifhment.  Idlenefs. 
was  profcribed  as  the  infamous  Mother  of  Vices  ;  Benevolence  confidered 
as  the  vilible  Image  of  Virtue;  and  Induftry  refpedted  as  the  Parent  of 
Independency;  which,  by  affording  a  comfortable  Support  to  private  Fa-, 
milies,  maintained  Order,  Vigour,  Harmony,  and  of  Courfe  the  Welfare  and 

e  The  Reader  will  find  this  very  important  Point  very  largely  explained,  and  it  is  hoped  clearly 
proved,  in  fome  of  the  firfi  Chapters  of  the  next  Book. 

f  Thus  China- and  Phoenicia  are  Infiances  in  Afia  ;  Egypt  and  Carthage  in  Africa  ;  Venice, 
Portugal,  and  the  United  Provinces,  in  Europe;  and  the  Empires  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  in 
America. 

g  As  in  Genoa,  Switzerland,  and  Holland,  where  Skill,  Labour,  and  Frugality  fupply  the  Want 
of  Fertility,  and  the  Inhabitants,  amidft  Rocks,  Mountains,  and  Marfhes,  enjoy  a  Plenty  which  ex~ 
cites  the  Admiration,  at  the  fame  Time  it  provokes  the  Envy  of  their  refpeftive  Neighbours. 

Stability 
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Stability  of  the  State.  In  a  Word,  the  Conftitution  prefcribing  their  Duty 
to  Magiftrates,  the  Laws  controuling  the  Actions  of  Individuals,  and  the 
Manners  diffufed  from  thofe,  either  honoured  with  Titles,  or  trufted  with 
Power,  conveyed  a  Spirit  of  Obedience  through  all  Ranks,  from  a  Con- 
feioufnefs  that,  in  purfuing  the  public  Weal,  they  took  the  bed:  and  fureil 
Method  of  purfuing  their  private  Interefts  h.  By  the  Operations  of  thefe 
Syftems  vaft  Countries  became  full  of  People,  lodged  in  Cities,  Towns, 
and  Villages ;  while  to  furnifh  thefe  with  Subfiftence,  their  Lands  of  every 
Kind  grew  by  continual  Cultivation  to  look  like  Gardens ;  but  when 
thefe  were  overborn  by  Violence,  or  undermined  by  Corruption,  thofe 
Lands  followed  the  Fate  of  their  Inhabitants;  and  as  they  relapfed  into  a 
State  of  Nature,  or,  which  is  little  better,  into  a  State  of  Servitude,  thofe 
likewife  became,  in  Comparifon  of  what  they  were,  fo  many  Wiiderneffes 
deformed  with  Ruins  ». 

This  Foundation  thus  laid,  we  fpeak  in  the  next  Place  of  the  Benefits 
that  refult  from  Situation  ;  which,  if  commodious,  is  one  of  the  higheft  Ad¬ 
vantages  any  Country  can  enjoy ;  and  if  this  be  wanting,  that  lingle  Defed: 
proves  an  Gbftacle,  of  all  others  the  hardeft  to  be  overcome,  and  is  indeed 
almoft  the  only  one  which  Experience  has  fliewn  in  fome  Cafes  to  be  in- 
furmountable  k.  In  the  ordinary  Occurrences  of  Life  we  have  daily  In- 
Ranees  of  this.  It  is  the  Thing  iirft  to  be  confidered  in  laying  out  of  Grounds 
and  Gardens,  and  if  not  then  duly  attended  to.  Labour  and  Expence  are 
thereby  greatly  increafed,  and  it  may  be,after  all,  are  thrown  away.  In  Villages, 
ToWns,  and  even  Cities,  the  Cafe  is  the  fame.  Their  Beauty,  their  Sue- 
cefs,  and  their  Duration  depends  upon  it.  It  is  from  the  Affiftance  of  Si¬ 
tuation  that  Fortrefles  become  impregnable;  that  they  are  often  weak  and 
quickly  reduced,  arifes  generally  from  fome  Defect  therein  b  In  Coun- 

h  By  proceeding  in  this  Method,  we  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  dilating,  and  have  only  pre- 
fen  ted  the  Mirror  of  political  Experience,  to  fhew  the  conftant  Connexion  between  Catifes  and 
'Events  ;  and  to  prove  that  almoft  the  only  Secret  in  Government  confiftsin  directing  the  Paflions 
and  Propenfities  of  Men  to  right  Ends,  by  which  they  contribute  reciprocally  to  each  other’s  Sup¬ 
port,  and  in  their  refpeftive  Spheres,  promote  public  Grandeur,  by  being  intent  on  private  Felicity. 

*  This  is  the  prefent  State  of  Perfia,  Aha  Minor,  Greece,  Egypt,  Syria,  and  many  Regions 
that  make  a  filming  Figure  in  ancient  Hiftory. 

k  This,  as  we  have  fliewn,  is  the  Cafe  of  the  Tatars  or  Tartars,  a  numerous,  and  by  no  means 
a  ftupid  People,  who  roam  continually  through  the  Defarts.  In  the  two  great  Empires  of  India 
and  China  they  have  embraced  the  Advantages  of  Situation  thofe  Countries  afforded  ;  in  order  to 
which  they  have  quirted  their  ancient  Cuftoms,  and  adopted  the  Manners  of  the  former  Inhabit¬ 
ants,  now  become  their  Subjects. 

1  It  fometimes  happens  that  a  fuperior  Genius  removes  or  fupplies  fuch  a  Defeat,  by  recon¬ 
ciling  Art  with  Nature,  and  fo  fuiting  his  Works  to  the  Scite  of  the  Place,  as  to  make  a  refpeft- 
able  Fortrefs  of  what  had  been  before  but  a  miferable  Poft.  Situation  is  of  no  lefs  Confequence 
in  regard  to  Camps ;  and  fome  Generals  (particularly  M.  Turennc)  have  owed  no  fmall  Part  of  their 
Reputation  to  their  fuperior  Skill  in  this  Refpeit. 

4  X  2 
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tries,  Philofophers  and  Politicians  have  obferved,  that  their  Situation,  ge¬ 
nerally  fpeaking,  gives  a  Biafs  to  the  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants,  which  if 
not  immediately  taken,  their  Struggles  to  thrive  are  in  vain  till  they  do™.. 
Accidents  may,  and  often  do  remove  other  Impediments,  fo  that  a  Nation, 
which  remained  obfcure  for  Ages,  breaks  fuddenly  and  furprizingly  out 
into  Light  and  Luftre.  But  to  the  People  living  in  a  Country  defective 
in  this  Refpedt,  no  fuch  Chance  can  avail,  unlefs  by  fome  lucky  Revolution 
it  is  joined  to  another  Region,  and  comes  that  Way  to  participate  of  a 
more  favourable  Pofition  n ;  which  Exception,  inftead  of  weakening,  adds 
Strength  to  the  Maxim  we  have  laid  down.  We  have  had  Reafon  there¬ 
fore,  when  enquiring  into  the  ufual  Sources  of  political  Grandeur,  to  lay  a 
great  Strefs  on  Situation,  as  a  Bleffing,  properly  fpeaking,  derived  only 
from  Nature,  and  in  many  Refpedts  the  moil  lafting  and  the  mod;  valuable 
Bleffing  that  even  Nature  herfelf  can  bellow 

The  Magnitude  and  Importance  of  this  Bleffing  implies  that  it  muff 
have  many  different  Degrees,  and  of  thefe  we  have  given  feveral  Instances. 
From  the  Lights  derived  from  them  we  proceed  to  the  fupreme  Degree  of 
Excellence,  which  we  affert  to  be  in  aninfular  Situation,  as  containing  com.- 
pleatly  all  the  Advantages  that  can  accrue  to  any  Country  merely  from  its 
Polition ;  which  Advantages,  to  fum  them  up  in  as  fuccindt  a  Manner  as  we 
may,  are  principally  thefe  :  In  the  firft  Place,  many  Benefits  are  derived  to 
die  Inhabitants  of  an  Illand  from  its  Unity.  The  very  largeft  Country  on  a 
Continent  is  ftill  but  a  Part,  which  implies  Dependance,  and  is  neceffarily 

m  In  order  to  conceive  this  clearly,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Low  Countries  be¬ 
fore  the  Time  of  Baldwin  of  Flanders,  who  about  A.  D.  960,  invented  Marts  and  Fairs  at  dated' 
Times,  which  giving  vent  to  their  Fabricks,  fhewed  his  Subjects  their  true  Intereds,  and  gave  them  a 
Turn  to  Agriculture  and  to  Manufactures,  which  fuiting  exactly  the  Situation  of  their  Country,, 
raifed  them  fpeedily  to  the  very  Summit  of  Profperity.  To  what  did  the  Dutch  owe  the  many 
Millions  they  acquired  by  the  Herring  Fifhery  ? — By  their  making  the  bed  Ufe  poffible  of  an  in¬ 
different  Situation.  Why  did  the  People  of  Shetland  never  avail  themfelves  of  the  bed  Situation^ 
that  could  be  for  this  Fifliery  ? — Becaule  the  Narrownefs  of  their  Circumdances  put  it  out  of  their 
Power. 

n  The  Commerce  opened  by  the  Port  of  Archangel  fird  made  the  Ruffians  known  in  Europe.. 
The  Conqued  made  by  Peter  the  Great  of  Ingcrmania  and  Livonia,  and  his  building  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  raifed  him  from  Grand  Duke  of  Mufcovy,  and  a  very  inconfiderable  Prince,  to  be  Eini 
peror  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  one  of  the  mod  refpeCtable  Powers  in  Chridendom.  His  Succedbrs 
by  attending  to  Situation  may  do  much  more. 

0  Situation,  as  it  conduces  to  Profperity,  fo  it  wonderfully  refids  Ruin.  Egypt  from  an  Eim 
pire  is  dwindled  into  a  Province  ;  but  Alexandria,  now  Scandarea,  is  dill  a  Port,  and  was  much 
more  confiderable  than  it  is  till  a  Padage  was  difcovered  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Indies,. 
The  Arabs  inhabiting  Arabia  Felix  have  bent  their  Manners  to  the  State,  of  their  Country,  and 
have  many  well  frequented  Ports ;  among d  others,  Mufkat,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  arc  edeemed. 
for  Civility,  Temperance,  Probity,  and  being  as  fair  Traders  as  any  upon  Earth.  Hamburg, 
Lubeck,  and  Bremen,  by  Dint  of  Situation  only,  retained  Part  of  the  Trade  of  the  Hans  Towns, 
famous  for  having  once  engrodedmcd  of  the.  Commerce  of  Europe, 
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attended  with  a  Train  of  Imperfedions  ;  from  all  which,  by  the  unerring 
and  unalterable  Laws  of  Nature,  the  People  who  live  in  an  Ifland  are  or 
may  be  entirely  free  p.  In  the  next  Place,  the  Climate  is  generally  mild 
and  falubrious  from  the  Vapours  of  the  furrounding  Sea,  which  according, 
to  the  Latitude  abates  the  Violence  of  Heat,  and  moderates  the  Rigour  of 
Cold,  both  which  are  fenfibly  and  constantly  lefs  than  on  Continents  under 
the  fame  Elevation  of  the  Pole  q.  There  is  alfo  commonly  a  greater  Va¬ 
riety,  and  almoft  always  a  greater  Fertility  in  the  Soil,  occafioned  chiefly 
by  the  Warmth  of  the  circumambient  Air,  frequent  Showers,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  both,  being  continually  impregnated  with  vegetable  Salts r. 
Another  confiderable  Advantage  arifes  fromits  Accefiibility  on  every  Side,  by 
which  it  is  open  to  receive  Supplies  from  other  Countries,  and  has  the  Con- 
veniency  of  exporting  its  Commodities  and  Manufactures  to  all  Markets, 
and  in  Comparifon  of  the  Continent  at  all  Seafons s.  An  Ifland  has  at  once- 
the  moft  extenfive  and  the  moft  effectual  Frontier,  and  this  on  all  Sides- 
fubfifting  for  ever  without  Repairs,  and  without  Expence ;  and  which  is 
Hill  more,  derives  from  this  very  Frontier  a  great  Part  of  the  Subfiftence- 
of  its  Inhabitants,  and  a  valuable  Article  in  its  Commerce  from  its  Fifheries L 
The  Defence  of  this  natural  Barrier,  which,  as  we  have  faid,  cods  nothing  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  yields  much,  is  not  only  permanent,  but  in  every 
RelpeCt  more  to  be  relied  on  than  any  that  could  be  railed  by  the  Skill  and 


P  All  Countries  on  the  Continent  are  expofed  to  continual  Dangers,  againft  which  their  Inha¬ 
bitants  rnuft  be  perpetually  upon  their  Guard.  This  renders  a  large  military  Force  requifite.  It 
involves  them  in  continual  Negotiations,  Leagues,  and  Alliances,  all  of  which,  however,  cannot' 
exempt  them  from  frequent  Wars,  or  the  Miferies  that  attend  them,  and  which  have  commonly- 
bad  EfFeCts  on  their  internal  Policy. 

q  We  have  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  this,  in  the  Iflands  called  anciently  Stoechades,  in  the  mo¬ 
dern  Latin  Infulse  Arearum,  by  us  the  Iflands  of  Hieres.  They  are  three  in  Number,  lying  im 
4.3°.  N.  L.  before  the  Port  of  Toulon.  In  them  the-  Fruits  of  France  and  Italy  arrive  at  the 
highefl  Perfection,  and  all  the  medicinal  Herbs  of  Italy,  Greece,  and  Egypt  grow  wild.  Yet  the: 
Climate  is  wonderfully  temperate  and  pleafant  in  all  Seafons. 

r  We  have  Proofs  of  this  at  our  own  Doors,  in  the  Iflands  of  Wight  and  Anglefea,  as  the: 
Reader  has  already  feen  in  their  refpeCtive  Defcriptions. 

s  The  oppofite  Sides  of  an  Ifland  may  in  regard  to  Commerce  be  confidered  as  two  Countries,- 
each  has  its  Ports,  its  proper  Commodities,  its  proper  Correfpondencies ;  in  confequence  of  which, . 
it  promotes  the  Cultivation,  and  procures  Vent  for  the  Manufactures  of  a  large  DiflriCt  behind" 
it;  while  the  intermediate  midland  Space  finds  a  Profit  in  that  inland  Trade,  which- thefa  two 
DiftriCts  fupply.  The  Winds  contrary  on  one  Side  are  favourable  on  the  other;  and  the  Sea,  the1 
common  Road  to  both  Coafls,  is  continually  ploughed  by  Veflels  outward  and  homeward  bound, 
which  keeps  up  that  aCtive  and  enterprizing  Spirit  which  characterizes  Iflanders. 

1  It  is  commonly  faid  the  Se^  is  a  Mine,  but  in  Truth  it  is  better  ;  its  Treafures  are  more  lad¬ 
ing  and  more  certain,  procured  by  Labour  folely,  and  fit  for  Ufe  or  for  Sale  as  foon  as  procured,'-, 
quickly  confumed,  and'  thereby  the  Source  of  continual  Employment  to  a  flout,  hardy,  laborious 
Race  of  Men,  who  likewife  find  Employment  for  Numbers,  and  are  in  yarious  RefpeCts  oth'erwife-’ 
beneficial  Members  of  the  Community, . 
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Induftry  of  Men  at  the  greatefi:  Expence  u.  All  thefe  Bleffings  and  Bene- 
fRs  are  infured  by  the  Lefifon  that  Nature  didates ;  fome  would  fay,  the 
Law  which  fhe  prefcribes  to  the  Inhabitants  of  every  Ifiand,  to  place  all 
their  Hopes  in  the  affiduous  Cultivation  of  their  own  Country,  to  bend  all 
their  Endeavours  to  raifing  and  extending  their  Commerce,  and  to  put 
their  T'ruft  in  Providence,  and  in  the  Safeguard  which  (he  direds ;  Men 
accu domed  to  robuft  and  hardy  Exercifes,  and  in  what  neceffarily  arifes 
from  their  Way  of  Life,  a  Naval  Forces.  In  Support  of  thefe  Poftions 
we  have  brought  the  fulled  Evidence  of  Fads,  manifeded  in  a  Variety  of 
Indances  taken  from  every  Quarter  of  the  Globe ;  fo  that  the  Reader  may 
fee  that  this  Dodrine  is  equally  fupported  by  Realon,  and  judifed  by  Ex¬ 
perience. 

These  Preliminaries  thus  fettled,  we  go  on  next  to  the  general  Defcrip- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Iflands  belonging  thereto  ;  which  afforded  a  fair 
Opportunity  of  fhewing,  that  all  the  Benefits  conneded  with  an  infular  Si¬ 
tuation  were  in  the  utmod  Perfedion  to  be  found  therein35.  In  point 
of  Size  naturally  formed  to  be  the  Seat  of  Empire,  as  having  diffident 
Room  for  the  commodious  Habitation,  plentiful  Subfidence,  and  the 
Means  of  furniffiing  ample  Employment  to  a  potent  and  populous  Nation  y. 
So  happily  dilpofed  as  to  be  the  commercial  Center  of  the  old  World  and 
the  new.  So  extended  as  to  participate  of  feveral  Climates,  none  of  them 
fultry  through  Heat,  or  fubjed  to  the  Inclemency  of  Cold  z.  Bleffed  with 
a  furprizing  Variety  of  Soils,  many  happily  cultivated,  and  all  of  them  ca¬ 
pable  of  innumerable  Improvements.  Abounding  already  with  many 
of  the  mod  valuable  Commodities,  and  by  the  Extension  of  Science  and 
Application  continually  and  confiderably  increafing  thefe.  Inhabited  by  a 
People  confeffedly  endowed  with  the  mod  definable  Accompliffiments  in 
Body  and  in  Mind,  having  a  like  Turn  to  Indudry  and  Ingenuity ;  didin- 
guiffied  by  their  Expertnefs  both  in  Arts  and  Arms,  and  applying  them- 
felves  with  equal  Facility  and  Succefs  to  Literature,  to  Manufactures,  and 

u  This  Frontier  requires  no  Garrifon,  Fleets  are  manned  from  Merchantmen,  and  Sailors  are 
a  Kind  of  Miliria  paid  no  longer  than  in  actual  Service. 

w  The  fir  ft  Inhabitants  come  in  VefTels,  are  for  a  Time  dependant  on  the  Country  from  whence 
they  came,  arrive  at  Independance  by  enlarging  their  Correfpondence;  and  thus  Commerce  is 
natural  and  effential  to  the  People  of  an  Illand,  which  is  the  Reafon  that  they  thrive  fo  long  as 
they  poflefs  it,  and  gradually  decline  in  the  fame  Proportion  in  which  that  decays. 

x  The  Reader  may  run  over  the  foregoing  Summary,  and  will  feel  the  Truth  of  this  Aflertion, 
by  applying  the  feveral  Heads  of  it  to  Great  Britain. 

y  This  in  a  Variety  of  In  fiances  has  been  already  fhewn,  and  will  be  further  and  more  largely 
explained  in  the  fucceeding  Part  of  this  Work. 

1  This  likewife  has  been  proved  in  the  lafl  Chapter,  and  indeed  can  hardly  be  difputed,  when 
we  confrder  how  many  great  Countries  lie  farther  North  than  any  of  the  Britifh  Ifles. 
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to  Commerce  a.  Both  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  together  with  her  filler  Ilk, 
united  under  one  Government,  and  having  in  a  political  Light  but  one  In- 
tere.ft.  Circumftances  of  fuch  Confequence  as  to  take  away  all  old  De- 
feels,  and  to  eftablilh  an  uniform  Syftem  of  Policy  that  renders  their  In¬ 
habitants  in  Effedt  but  one  People.  Great  in  refpedt  to  Fame  from  their 
Exploits  in  Times  preceding  this  Connection,  which  Ihewed  what  in  their 
feparate  State  each  was  able  to  perform;  and  fince  thus  fortunately  com¬ 
bined,  evidently  capable  of  maintaining  their  own  Rights  by  Sea  and  Land. 
Ambitious  not  of  fubduing  others,  but  of  protecting  them,  and  ever  ready 
in  yielding  Affiltance,  even  to  their  remote  Allies,  as.  well  as  to  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  by  whofe  Oppredion  their  own  Safety  might  be  endangered  ;  which 
Particulars  have  been  all  of  them  evinced  by  FaCts;  and  thole  Facts  not 
only  fupported  from  the  Teltimony  of  our  own,  but  by  the  Authorities 
alfo  of  the  molt  authentic  amongft  foreign  Fliltorians,  who.,  as  the  molt 
impartial  and  molt  difinterelted,  are  the  lealt  to  be  fufpeCted,  and  are  of 
Courfe  the  molt  credible  WitnefTes. 

In  dependant  of  thofe  which  flow  from  their  Situation,  the  BritiHi 
Illes  enjoy  many  other  Advantages,  in  a  Degree  equal  to  any,  and  fuperior- 
to  molt  Countries.  In  the  copious  Supply,  and  in  the  happy  Difiribu- 
tion  of  Water  particularly,  that  indifpenlable  Neceffary  to,  and  that  capi¬ 
tal  Convenience  of,  human  Life.  We  have  entered  very  fully  into  this 
Matter,  becaufe  notwithflanding  its  inconteltable  Importance,  it  is  com¬ 
monly  too  little  conlidered,  and  from  thence,  generally  fpeaking,  too  little 
underftoodk  We  have  fhewn,  that  living  Springs,  chryflal  Brooks,  and  plea- 
fant  Rivulets  adorn  all  Parts  of  the  Britilh  Dominions,  contributing  alike 
to  the  Purity  of  the  Air,  the  Fertility  of  the  Soil,  and  that  lively  Verdure 
in  our  Fields  for  which  this  Country  is  fo  j uftly  admired,  and  which  is  a 
natural  and  pleafmg  Expreffion  of  the  Mildnefs  and  Wholefomenefs  of  the 
Climate  c.  In  reference- to  Springs  having  lingular  and  extraordinary  Qua¬ 
lities,  as  far  as  the  Reality  of  thefe  could  be  afcertained  by  credible  Evi¬ 
dence,  it  has  been  proved  that  we  have  the  like  in  fome  Part  or  other  of 
our  own  Iflands.  If  therefore  any  Difcovery  fhould  be  made  e'ifewhere,  in 


3  However  like  this- may  be  to  Panegyric,  every  Tittle  of  it  is  exactly  true  ;  and  to  diiTemble 
Truth  when  it  does  Honour  to  one’s  Country,  would  be  fa  He  MoJeffy,  and  anfwer  no  End. 

k  It  is  well  obferved  by  the  judicious  Boerhaave,  that  becaufe  few  Things  are  more  common 
than  Water,  therefore  Men  generally  think  none  can  be  better  known  :  whereas  it  is  one  of  the 
mod:  difficult  Subjects  in  natural  Philofophy  to  be  well  acquainted  with.  This  is  the  true  Reafon 
why  many  Ufes  to  which  it  might  be  employed  are  very  imperfectly  diftinguifhed. 

c  Reafon  and  Experience  concur  in  attributing  the  Corruption  of  Air  to  flagrant,  and  its  Pu¬ 
rity  to  Plenty  of  running  Water.  Cardan  in  his  Commentary  on  an  excellent  Treatife  of  Hippo¬ 
crates  obferves,  that  folum  ficcum  cum  aquis  currentibus,  falubritatem  aeris  efficiunt.  Cardani 
Qpera,  tom.  viii.  p.  14.  col.  1.  which  though  not  of  all,  is  undoubtedly  true  of  the  beft  Part  of  . 
Great  Britain. 
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refpe£t  to  their  Utility,  we  (hall  receive  the  Benefit  of  fuch  Difcovery,  a3 
well  as  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  wherein  it  is  made  It  has  been 
alfo  rendered  fufficiently  evident,  that  we  have  not  the  leaf!  Re  afon  to  envy 
any  Region  in  the  known  World  as  to  Salt  Springs,  lince  of  thefe  we  have 
great  Plenty,  many  of  them  rich  in  their  Contents ;  and  yet  there  are  very 
good  Grounds  to  believe  that  they  will  prove  inexhauRible  e.  A  few  of  thefe 
are  legarded  abroad  as  a  Staple  in  themfelves,  and  Sources  of  Wealth  to  a 
large  DiRrid:;  with  us  they  are  not  confined  to  a  fingle  County ;  and  there 
are  ftrong  Reafons  to  prefume  that  more  of  them  might  be  found,  if  there 
was  an  extraordinary  Demand  for  this  Kind  of  Salt ;  which,  however,  con- 
lidering  the  Quantities  of  other  Sorts  that  are  made  in  different  Places,  is 
not  very  fpeedily  to  be  expected.  Mineral  Springs  of  almoR  all  Kinds  we 
have  in  great  Abundance ;  and  it  hath  been  endeavoured  to  do  particular 
juftice  to  thefe,  fo  far  as  they  came  within  the  Defign  of  this  Work;  and 
we  have  likewife  ventured  to  give  fome  Hints  for  their  Improvement,  or  rather 
increafing  the  Advantages  that  are  derived  from  them  ft  In  like  Manner, 
we  have  enumerated  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  Britifh  Baths;  and  have 
fhewn  that  in  point  of  Efficacy,  as  well  as  Elegance,  they  render  it  utterly 
unneceffary  for  fuch  as  Rand  in  need  of  Relief  from  thefe  healing  Watei  s, 
to  go  and  feek  it,  either  amongff  the  numerous  Baths  in  Italy,  or  of  Aix 
in  Provence,  or  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  in  Weffphalia,  or  of  any  of  the  three 
Bourbons  in  Burgundy,  Champagne,  or  the  Bourbonnois,  or  of  Plombiers 
in  Lorraine,  or  of  Balaruc  in  Languedoc,  or  of  Baden  in  Switzerland,  or 
Baden  in  Lower  AuRria,  Toeplitz  or  Carlfbad  in  Bohemia;  or  even  the 
Baths  of  Buda  in  Hungary,  fuppofed  by  very  good  Judges  to  be  equal  at 
leaR,  if  not  luperior  to  any  of  them  g.  It  may  be,  that  in  this  fingle  In- 

Rance 

d  In  refpeft  to  fuch  Fountains,  the  Inquiries  hitherto  made  have  tended  only,  and  that  with  no 
great  Succefs,  to  difcover  the  Caufes  of  thofe  Circumftances  by  which  they  are  rendered  Objects 
of  Wonder,  without  ever  trying  whether  their  Waters  might  not  anfwer  fome  particular  Pur- 
pofe  better  than  any  other ;  and  this  is  fo  true,  that  the  falutary  Qualities  of  fome  of  our  moft 
valuable  medicinal  Springs  were  made  known  to  us  by  Birds  or  Beafts. 

c  The  Brine  Springs  have  been  wrought  for  many  Ages,  they  have  been  known  for  about  a 
Century  paft  to  derive  their  Contents  from  immenfe  Rocks  of  Foffil  Salt,  whence  all  Apprehen- 
fions  of  their  decaying  are  removed.  Many  confiderable  Improvements  have  been  made  within 
thefe  few  Years,  by  which  the  Expence  of  Labour  and  of  Fuel  are  diminilhed,  and  the  Quantity 
and  the  Value  of  the  Salt  are  encreafed. 

f  It  would  be  a  lingular  Improvement,  and  at  the  fame  Time  a  leading  Experiment,  if  the 
wafte  Water  of  any  of  thefe  Springs  could  be  applied  to  any  mechanic  Ufes,  fuch  as  bleaching, 
fcouring,  tanning,  dying,  or  brewing.  We  know  that  Stroud  Water  in  Glcucefierflhire,  and  a 
Well  near  Northampton,  when  Madder  was  ufed,  were  famous  for  dying  Scarlets,  as  the  River 
Wmrufh  is  for  whitening  Blankets  at  Witney  in  Oxfordshire.  It  would  be  ufeful  to  determine 
by  Experiment,  whether  there  be  any,  and  what  Degree  of  Truth  in  fuch  Kind  of  Reports ; 
and  in  cafe  there  fbotrid  Be  any,  to  make  the  flrifteft  Analylis  poffible  of  the  Waters. 

e  We  are  certainly  in  want  of  a  complete  Hiftory  of  warm  Baths,  founded  folely  on  Fa<5Is 
Reduced  from  Experiments ;  and  if  fome  generous  Prince  would  fend  one  or  more  Phyficians 

to 
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■fiance  our  infular  Situation  may  be  againft  us;  for  othcrwife,  no  doubt,  Bath 
and  Buxton  would  be  as  much  frequented  by  Foreigners  as  any  of  thofe 
that  have  been  mentioned.  The  Pools,  Lakes,  and  Loughs,  have  been 
particularly  examined,  and  fhewn  to  be  in  many  RefpcCts  ot  great  Utility, 
capable  of  being  made  much  more  fo,  and  fcarce  any  where  attended  with 
thofe  noxious  Confequences,  which  render  them  fo  dangerous,  as  well  as 
difagreeable  in  other  Countries11.  It  is  by  no  means  impro  able,  that  this 
Chapter,  notwithftanding  the  Variety  of  Subjects  of  which  it  treats,  may 
to  fame  appear  very  long ;  but  thofe  who  are  attentive  to  the  P.an  cn  which 
it  is  written,  will  be  convinced  that  it  could  not  be  made  fhorter ;  and 
thofe  who  have  a  due  Regard  for  the  folid  and  permanent  Inte-refts  of  the 
Britifh  Ides,  will  contemplate  with  Pleafure  even  this  very  extenfive  Ca¬ 
talogue  of  Bleddngs,  which  Providence  hath  very  kindly  bellowed  upon 
their  Country.  Add  to  this,  that  we  have  occaiionally  fhewn,  that  by 
proper  Attention  and  Application,  even  thefe  Bleffings,  numerous  and  ex- 
tenlive  as  they  are,  may  be  rendered  incomparably  more  beneficial.1, 

• 

From  the  Confederation  of  thofe  Cenveniencies  and  Emoluments  which 
arife  from  the  amazing  Abundance,  and  the  happy  Dillribution,  of  Water 
in  general,  we  proceed  to  thofe  that  we  derive  from  navigable  Rivers. 
Thefe,  like  many  others  of  the  Gifts  of  Providence,  are  progiedive  in  their 
Growth,  and  are  gradually  productive  of  very  different  Benefits.  At  their 
very  firfl  Appearance,  they  are  Sources  of  Pleafure  and  Fertility.  As  they 
fwell  in  their  Journey,  they  become  dill  more  advantageous,  and  befides 
the  former,  anfwer  a  Varietv  of  other  Purpofes,  fuch  as  driving  Mills,  or 
giving  Motion  to  other  Machines.  In  proportion  as  they  gam  a  f  efh  Ac- 
cefifion  of  Strength,  they  become  more  and  more  u  eful,  by  contn  uting 
to  Inland  Navigation  ;  and  purfuing  their  majeftic  Courfe,  creaie,  by  the 
numerous  Conveniencies  they  afford.  Boroughs,  Towns,  and  Cities  that 
adorn  their  Banks.  At  length  they  roll  their  tributary  Waters  into  the 


to  examine  the  mod  eminent  in  Europe  ;  in  this  View,  their  Reports  would  undoubtedly  add  to 
the  common  Stock  ef  ufeful  Science,  and  contribute  highly  to  the  Good  of  Mankind.  Such  a  Hif- 
tory  would  be  ferviceable  alfo  in  refpett  to  our  own. 

h  In  the  Ead  Indies,  and  in  other  hot  Countries,  they  make  fmall  Lakes  for  the  Sake  of  pre- 
ferving  Water.  In  Egypt,  with  great  Labour,  and  at  vad  Expence,  to  prevent  Inundations.  In 
■China,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Fifh  and  Fowl  which  they  maintain.  It  is  always  proper  therefore,  be¬ 
fore  draining,  to  date  a  fair  Account  between  the  Conveniences  that  are  or  may  be  obtained  from 
them,  and  the  Advantages  that  will  certainly  arife  from  taking  them  away. 

i  Any  new  Difcovery,  with  refpeft  to  the  general  Ufes  of  Water  as  a  Fluid,  or  of  the  pecu* 
culiar  Properties  of  any  Kind  of  Water,  would-be  undoubtedly  ferviceable  in  a  Country  like  this, 
where  there  is  not  only  a  great  Plenty  of  Water  almod  every  where,  but  alniod  of  every  Sort 
-of  Water,  which  rendered  the  general  Hidory  of  its  Difpofition  fo  neceflary. 
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the  Sea,  and  at  their  Mouths  conflitute  Havens  of  different  Capacities  E  We 
have  carefully  enumerated  at  lead  the  principal  of  thefe,  which  fufficiently 
proves,  that  we  enjoy  no  fmall  Number  of  thefe  valuable  Streams,  which 
are  however  by  no  Means  to  be  conffdered  as  infeparably  conneded  with 
an.  infular  Situation1.  We  have  done  yet  more,  for  we  have  rendered  it 
indifputably  clear,  that  our  Tiles  are  in  this  Refped  bleffed  in  as  high  a 
Degree  as  any,  and  in  a  much  higher  Degree  than  mod  other  Coun¬ 
tries  ni ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  we  flile  this  important-  Advantage,  as  we  did 
the  former,  a  peculiar  Prerogative  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  Execution  of 
this  Talk,  we  have  been  very  attentive  to  point  out  the  peculiar  Advantages 
derived  from  the  Courfe  of  each  of  thefe  Rivers,  interfperffng  occaffonally 
hillorical  Remarks  on  feveral  of  the  Places,  that  by  lying  upon,  are  rendered 
of  Importance  by  them ;  and  have  consequently  been  led  to  fhew  how 
much  feveral  of  them  have  been  improved  within  the  Courfe  more  efpe- 
cially  of  the  two  lafl  Centuries  n..  We  have  neverthelefs  remarked,  that 
not  a  few  of  thefe  are  hill  very  capable  of  receiving  farther  Improvements; 
and  that  there  want  not  others,  which,  with  a  reafonable  Degree  of  Skill, 
Application,  and  Expence,  may  be  certainly  rendered  navigable,  though  at 
prefent  they  are  not  fb  °.  By  this  Means  there  is  no  Doubt  that  farther 
Emoluments  would  accrue,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  evidently  appears 
there  is  not  the  lead  Reafon  to  furmife,  that  either  our  Anceftors  or  our— 
felves  have  carried  this  very  important  Point  as  far  as  it  is  poflible  ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  much,  very  much,  is,  left  to  exercife  the  Sagacity,  Atten- 

k  The  Reader  may,  if  . he  pleafes,  fee  ali  thefe  Obfervations  exactly  verified,  by  tracing  the 
Courfe  of  the  River  Medway,  and  comparing  it  with  the  Defcription  in  p.  154,  1  55.  of  this  Vo¬ 
lume  ;  and  furely  there  can  be  nothing  more  fatisfadfory  than  the  Contemplation  of  the  wife  Oe- 
conomy  of  Nature,  joined  to  the  Refledlion  that  all  the  Benefits  arifing  from  thence  accrue  to 
Britain. 

I  We  have  given  Proofs  of  this,  by  producing  Inflances  of  Iflands  very  defedlivs  in  this  Point. 
But  then  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Defect  no  more  arifes  from  their  being  Iflands,  than  the 
Abundance.  The  Truth  is,  they  fpring  from  the  primary  Conftrudtion  of  the  Country,  and  are 
bellowed  or  with-held  at  the  Will  of  the  Creator.  In  this  Point  of  View,  the  Conftrudtion  both  of 
Britain  and  Ireland  is  wonderfully  commodious. 

m  It  has  been  computed,  that  in  the  Old  World,  that  is  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa,  there  are 
about  four  Hundred  and  thirty  Rivers;  and  in  the  New,  that  is  America,  one  Hundred  and  eighty,, 
that  difeharge  tkemfelves  into  the  Sea.  This  may  enable  one  to  form  in  fome  meafure  an  Idea; 
of  the  Extent  of  this  Advantage. 

II  We  run  no  Hazard  of  being  fufpedled  of  flattering  the  prefent  Times,  in  affirming  that  we 
have  much  better  Notions  at  prefent  of  the  Importance  of  navigable  Rivers,  and  of  the- 
Means  of  improving,  or  even  of  rendering  them  fo,.  than  prevailed  in  the  Days  of  cur  Ancef- 
tors.  Of  this  the  mofl  convincing  Proofs  may  be  had  from  the  Statutes  made  for  facilitating 
Rich  Undertakings,  mofl  of  which  have  been  attended  with  great  Succefs. 

9  The  principal  Impediments  to  fuch  Defigns  are  .ufually,  1.  The.  Difficulty  of  making  future 
Advantages  fo  clear  as  to  procure  prefent  Difburfements  ;  2.  The  combining  Men  of  different 
Tempers  and  Interefls  in  a  Scheme  for  common  Advantage  ;  and  3.  The  Largenefs  of  the  Ex- 
pence,  which  can  feldotn  be  affigned  by  any  previous  Calculation.  It  is  evident  that  the  mofl:  ef- 
JbAual  Means  to  vanquifh  thefe,  is  to  feize  fome  favourable.  Conjuncture. 
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tion,  and  IncUiftry  of  Posterity  p.  A  Profped:  this!  mod  iingularly  pleafing 
to  thofe  who  wifli  and  hops  the  perpetual  Profperity  of  the  Britifh  Em- 
•pire,  to  which  nothing  can  more  clearly,  more  certainly,  or  more  confider- 
ably  contribute. 

The  numerous  and  very  important  Confequences  that  attend  the  very 
largeExtent,and  the  Iingularly  beneficial  Form  of  our  Coafls,  are  the  Subjects 
treated  in  the  fucceeding,Chapter.  In  order  to  render  this  perfectly  intelli¬ 
gible,  we  have  been  very  careful  to  explain  wherein  this  Prerogative 
confifls,  which  no  way  depends  upon  our  being  an  Ifland,  as  there  are 
many  of  our  own,  which  have  but  few,  and  fome  not  above  one  Port;  fo 
that  our  Happinefs  in  this  Refpect  fprings  folely  and  entirely  from  the  be¬ 
neficent  Bounty  of  the  Supreme  Being,  towards  whom  our  Gratitude  is 
'bed  expreffed,  by  improving  fo  rare  and  fo  important  a  Bleding  to  the  ut> 
mod  a.  To  give  fome  Idea  of  which,  by  fhewing  what  has  been  already 
done,  we  have  purfued  the  fame  Method  as  in  the  former  Chapter,  making 
the  compleat  Tour  of  the  Britifh  Iflands,  and  mentioning  their  mod  re¬ 
markable  Ports  as  they  occur  r.  By  this  Method  the  Reader  fees  clearly 
the  Truth  of  this  Pofition,  and  from  the  Light  of  Evidence  difeerns  what 
innumerable  Advantages  we  derive  from  thence.  But  that  fo  long  a  Peregri¬ 
nation,  indead  of  proving  tedious,  might  be  made  as  entertaining  and  indruc- 
tive  as  poflible,  we  have  taken  at  the  fame  Time  a  Survey  of  the  Maritime 
Counties,  and  in  doing  this,  have  ventured  to  give  a  luccind:  Detail  of 
their  principal  Produce,  as  well  as  a  Defcription  of  their  Situation,  and 
the  Benefits  that  either  are  or  may  be  derived  from  both  s.  In  this  Survey, 

Abundance 

P  In  order  to  fee  this  in  a  Light  of  Probability,  we  mud  confider  how  Things  actually  Hood 
a  Century  or  two  ago,  look  back  on  the  Propofals  then  made  for  Improvements,  obferve  how 
flightly  they'  were  received,  how  little  they  were  known,  how  long  they  dept  in  Obfcurity,  by 
.what  Accidents  awakened  and  brought  to  View,  with  what  Difficulty  carried  into  Execution;  and 
thefe  Circumdances  generally  unattended  to,  their  real  Authors  and  true  Sources  buried  in  Ob¬ 
livion. 

q  This  is  evidently  the  bed  Return  that  rational  Beings  can  make  to  an  omnifeient  Creator. 
Bleffings  unemployed  are  confequently  unfelt,  and  they  will  always  remain  unemployed  fo  long  as 
they  are  not  underdood.  But  when  from  the  Spur  of  Neceffity,  which  works  quicked,  or  from 
due  Obfervation,  which  proceeds  bed,  Men  apply  themfclves  to  make  a  proper  Ufe  of  natural 
Advantages,  they  find  them  extend  under  their  Care,  and  exceed  their  Expeditions  in  their 
Effects. 

r  It  appears  from  theHidory  of  thefe  Ports  feated  immediately  on  the  Sea  Coad,  that  by  at¬ 
tracting  Inhabitants,  and  thereby  increafing  Confumption,  they  produce  a  cultivated  Country 
round  them;  as  their  Influence  extends,  more  diflant  Places  procure  good  Roads  to  participate  in 
thefe  Advantages  ;  and  in  a  neceffary  Chain  of  Confequences,  Link  being  added  to  Link,  this  In¬ 
fluence  comes  to  be  felt  at  fifty  or  an  hundred,  which  at  flrd  fcarce  reached  live  Miles. 

s  We  have  been  thereby  enabled  to  fliew,  how  Freedom  and  a  mild  Government,  encouraging 
..Indufiry,  and  protecting  Property,  fupply  all  the  fuppofed  Defeats  of  Soil  and  Climate  ;  fo  that 
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Abundance  of  Points  in  natural,  civil,  and  commercial  Hiftory  are  inter* 
fperfed  ;  which,  however,  are  flridlly  relative  to  our  original  Plan  of  point¬ 
ing  out,  as  we  proceed,  what  hath  been  or  what  may  be  done  towards  ren¬ 
dering  the  Country  more  flourifhing,  and  placing  the  Inhabitants  thereby 
more  at  their  Eale.  If  introduced  to  any  other,  or  infilled  on  any  farther 
than  to  th  s  Purpofe,  they  muft  neceflarily  have  diverted  our  Attention  from 
the  principal  Deftgn  of  this  Work ;  and  however  pleating,  laudable,  or 
ufeful  they  might  be  in  themfelves,  would  have  been  thereby  very  impro¬ 
per;  whereas  thus  applied,  they  have,  it  is  hoped,  thrown  a  clearer  and 
more  agreeable  Light  on  many  Things  than  could  have  been  obtained  any 
other  Wayf.  The  bringing  back  to  Remembrance  what  was  done  here 
in  very  early  Days,  when  fupported  by  authentic  Evidence,  is  not  barely 
doing  Juftice  to  Antiquity,  but  furnifhes  alfo,  in  fome  Cafes,  a  kind  of  Proof 
not  otherwife  to  be  had,  and  in  its  own  Nature  conclutive  u.  The  Me^- 
morialseven  of  the  middle  Ages  are  not  unworthy  of  our  Regard ;  for  though- 
after  the  Daniili  Devaftations  and  the  Norman  Conqueft,  a  drong  Tindture 
of  Barbarifm  prevailed  amongfl  our  Anceltors,  yet  fome  Things  that  they 
either  retained  from  former  Times,  or  brought  over  hither  from  other 
Countries,  proving  ufeful  and  advantageous,  deferve  therefore  to  be  re¬ 
membered  w.  In  refpedt  to  the  numerous  modern  Improvements  that  oc¬ 
cur,  they  not  only  hew  the  happy  Effects  that  have  followed  from  the  In- 
creafe  of  ufeful  Science,  but  ferve  alfo  to  excite  in  us  a  Defire  of  making 
hill  greater  Improvements ;  for  which  there  yet  remains  furticient  Room,  ' 
and  in  fome  Places  pregnant  Occaiion,  as  there  will  be  undoubtedly  in 
others,  in  Proportion  as  a  Spirit  of  Commerce,  which  in  an  Ifland  can 

in  point  of  Fertility  and  Abundance,  the  Produce  of  Commodities  and  Manufactures  for  our  own 
life,  and  the  Confumption  of  others,  we  are  much  fuperior  to  our  Anceftors,  inferior  to  no.- 
other  Nation,  and  have  ftill  numerous  Refources,  to  which,  either  curfelves  or  our  Poiterity  m^y 
recur. 

c  In  this  we  have  followed  the  learned  Camden,  ,  the  judicious  Selden,  the  accurate, Spehnan  ; 
and  indeed  all  the  celebrated  Writers  who  have  treated  Subjects  of  this  Nature,  and  upon  their 
Principle,  that  by  this  Means  the  Defcriptions  might  be  rendered  more  ufeful,  by  being  better  un- 
derftood.  Strabo  in  truth  fet  the  Example,  who  is  indifputably  one  of  the  molt  entertaining  and 
elegant,  as  well  as  one  of  the  moft  accurate  of  ancient  Geographers. 

u  It  could  never  have  been  proved  that  Corn,  Cattle,  Hares,  Geefe,  and  Poultry  were  ifl.  Plenty 
here  1800  Years  ago,  if  Csefar.had  not  exprefiy  told  us  fo.  Diodorus  Siculus  afterts  Britain  was  , 
very  populous.  Vines  were  planted  here,  by  Permiftion  for  that  Purpofe  from  the  Emperor  Probus. 
Tacitus  acquaints  us,  that  the  Romans  employed  the  Natives  in  draining  Moraftes ;  the  Coins, 
found  near  Fleet  in  Holland  in  Lincolnihire,  prove  this  was  recovered  by  them. 

w  The  woollen  Manufacture  is  allowed  to  have  been  brought  in  by  our  Norman  Kings ;  and  ,fo 
jt  really  was,  and  much  earlier  than  is  commonly  fuppofed,  as  has  been  mentioned,  p.  179.  They 
were  veiy  follicitous  in  promoting  the  Cultivation  of  Hemp  about  Bridport ;  encouraged  the  Plan-  - 
tation  ol  Timber;  were  attentive  to  the  Breeding  of  Horfes  ;  remitted  Part  of  their  Fee-farms  to. 
decaying  Towns,  and  fhewed  much  Attention  to  the  Sea  Coafts  and  Ports  of  the  Kingdom. 
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alone  either  excite  or  fupport  a  Spirit  of  Induftry,  univerfally  prevails,  and 
comes  in  different  Degrees  to  animate  the  whole  Nation*. 

But  befides  thefe,  there  is  yet  another  very  diftinguifliing  Prerogative, 
which  may  be  truly  faid  to  give  Value  to  the  Reft ;  and  which  not  having 
been  hitherto  explicitly  treated  in  this  Work,  it  is  requiiite  to  fpeak  more 
largely  to  it  here}'.  It  is  that  very  wife  and  happy  Mixture  which  Provi¬ 
dence  hath  made  of  Midland  and  Maritime  Countries  in  both  Iflands,  by 
which  they  mutually  fupply  and  fupport  each  other,  and  render  both  of  far 
greater  Importance  than  otherwife  they  would  bez.  This  lingular  and 
fuperlative  Advantage,  though  evidently  connected  with,  does  by  no  means 
depend  abfolutely  upon  Size.  There  are  fome,  though  but  few  larger 
Illands  than  Britain,  which  want  this  as  well  as  other  Conveniencies  which 
we  polfefs  a*  In  thofe  large  Illands  the  interior  Country  fwells  into  Moun¬ 
tains  of  flupendous  Height,  dreary  and  uninhabitable  by  Men,  and  the  Re¬ 
fuge  only  of  wild  Bealls.  From  thefe  many  Torrents  rufhing  down,  be- 
lides  frequent  and  deflrudlive  Inundations,  render  the  lower  Countries  at  all 
Times  equally  unwholefome  and  unpleafant.  Some  Illands  are  Hat  and 
marfhy  within  Land,  and  from  the  Incommodities  necelfarily  refulting. 
thence,  are  unimprovable,,  unhealthy,  and  of  Courfe  thinly  peopled.  There 
are  others  again  in  the  fame  Situation  from  the  very  contrary  Caufe,  that  is, 

x  Liverpool  came  to  be  confidered  in  confequence  of  the  Irifh;  Harwich  of  the- Dutch,  Portf* 
mouth  of  our  French  Wars  ;  Whitby  rofe  to  be  a  Port  after  the  Reformation;  Whitehaven  al- 
moft  in  our  own  Times,  by  the  Attention  of  the  Lowther  Family  ;  Sandwich,  as  the  Remnant  of 
the  old  Rutupium,  London,  Yarmouth,  Newcadle,  and  Southampton,  are  coeval  with  our  Com¬ 
merce.  The  latter  Ports  excited  it,  and  in  Conjunflion  with  a  few  others  fufficed  for  Ages.  The 
former  arofe  from  different  Occafions,  have  wonderfully  extended  it,  and  no  Doubt  future 
Occafions,  fome  of  which  may,  and  others  cannot  be  forefeen,  will  dill  further  enlarge  their 
Number. 

y  It  may  be  very  properly  allied,  Why  was  it  not  infided  upon  ?  To  this  it  is  anfwered, . 
1 .  That  the  happy  Efre&s  of  this  great  national  Advantage  are  frequently  mentioned  in  this,  andi 
will  be  more  frequently  mentioned  in  the  next  Volume.  2.  That  the  proper  DifcufTion  of  this  < 
Subject  would  have  required  a. great  deal  of  Room.  3.  That  the  Natural  Hidories  of  Oxford- 
fhire  and  Staffordlhire  by  Plot;  of  Northamptonfhire  by  Morton  ;  of  Lancafhire  by  Leigh,  &c. 
made  it  lefs  neceflary. 

x  The  Plenty  of  a  valuable  grofs  Commodity,  in  the  Hands  of  a  few  opulent  Perfons,  awakens  a. 
Defire  of  ereffng  a  Creek  into  a  Port,  in  which  they  find  their  Account.  But  the  Porr  once 
made,  with. proper  Piers,  Quays,  and  Magazines*  the  adjacent  Country  feels  the  Efiefls,  Inha¬ 
bitants  increafe,  they  muff  be  fed,  Agriculture  thrives,  Rents  rife,.  Trade  requires  Beads  and- 
Carriages,  new  Roads  are  made,  Indulfry  fpreads,  and  with  it  Affluence. 

a  The  Iiland  of  Borneo  under  the  Equinoffial  is  more  than  thrice  as  large  as  Great  Britain. 
Madagafcar,  the  larged  of  the. African  Iflands,  is  more  than  twice  the  Size  of  Britain;  and  the 
Ille  of  Sumatra  in  the  Ead  Indies,  on  which  we  have  a  Settlement,  is  near  as  large  again.  Japan  , 
is  alfo  reputed  larger  than  Britain,  but  improperly  ;  for  the  Empire  of  Japan  is  really  com  poled  of 
three  Illands,  viz.  Niphon,  Kinfui,  and  Sikokf,  and  thefe  taken  together  are  indeed  fuperior  in> 
Size  to  Britain  and  Ireland. 

3,. 


from.'. 


7 1 8  The  POLITICAL  SURVEY 

from  the  Want  of  Water1*.  But  none  of  tbefe  capital  Evils,  at  lead  in 
anv  great  Degree,  affed' either  of  our  Ifles;  fo  that  we  equally  enjoy  the  be¬ 
nign  Bleffings  of  a  rich  and  fertile,  as  well  as  thofe  copious  Benefits  that 
arife  from  our  being  a  Maritime  Country.  It  is  evident  from  hence,  that 
we  are  much  happier  from  our  being  divided  as  we  are,  than  if  there  had 
been  but  one  Ifland,  equal  in  Extent  to  both  c.  We  fhould  then  have  loft 
that  great  Trad  of  Coaft,  and  all  the  numerous  Advantages,  which,  as  we 
have  thewn,  arife  from  thence,  and  in  its  ftead  have  poflefted  a  far  larger 
Space  of  interior  Country,  neceftarily  removed  to  a  much  greater  Diftance 
from  the  Sea,  and  in  many  other  Refpeds  lefs  improveable;  whereas  now 
all  the  Coafts  and  Ports  of  Ireland  may  be  made  as  fubfervient  to  Britain  as 
our  own,  together  with  all  the  Emoluments  that  may  be  drawn  from  their 
different  Situation.  For  in  refped  -to  Iflands,  Size  is  to  a  certain  Degree, 
and  to  a  certain  Degree  only,  beneficial,  as  is  obvious  in  refped  to  Africa, 
as  we  have  already  obferved  and  demonftrated  in  another  Point  of  View  <h 
It  might  be  thought  a  Degree  of  Partiality  mixed  with  Prefumption,  if  we 
fhould  aftert  the  Size  of  Great  Britain  to  be  the  Standard  of  infular  Per¬ 
fection  ;  it  is  fully  fu-fficient  for  our  Purpofe  to  maintain  that  its  Size  is 
fo  well  fuited  to  all  the  Purpofes  of  Agriculture  and  of  Commerce,  that 
we  cannot  conceive  how  it  could  have  been  better 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  with  Regard  to  Inland  Provinces,  South  Britain 
enjoys  an  obvious  and  inconteftable  Advantage ;  and  there  needs  no  Argu¬ 
ment  to  prove,  that  for  the  common  Benefit  of  the  Britifh  Empire  it  fhould 

b  If  the  Reader  confults  Captain  Daniel  Beeckman’s  Voyage  to  Borneo,  London,  1715,  8vo,  he 
will  fee,  that  it  is  fuch  an  Ifland  as  is  firft  deferibed,  and  of,  Courfe  will  not  envy  its  Inhabit¬ 
ants  the  Honour  of  living  in  the  large!!  Ifland  in  the  World.  Dampier’s  Voyages  furnifh 
Variety  of  Inflances  of  Ifles  of  the  fecond  Clafs,;in  which  the  Mountains  being  near  the  Sea  Coaft, 
dew  of  their  Rivers  are  navigable  but  by  fmall  Veffels,  and  the  Inland  Country  a  mere  Quag¬ 
mire. 

c  Several  foreign  Writers  have  infilled  exprefsly  on  the  like  Divifion  of  the  Empire  of  Japan, 
and  have  {hewn  the  various  Benefits  that  arife  from  thence,  more  efpecially  in  refpefl  to  Fertility, 
Number  of. People,  and  the  Commodity  of  Water-carriage.  It  is  alfo  very  remarkable,  that  to 
juftify  this  Sentiment,  and  to  make  the  Point  better  underflood,  they  compare  thefe  to  the  Britifli 
Ifles,  and  affure  us,  that  amongfl  the  Japanefe  the  Phrafe  of  the  three  Kingdoms  is  ufed  to  denote 
their  Dominions. 

d  Africa  is  disjoined  from  Europe  by  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar;  and  if  in  like  manner  feparated, 
from  Afia,  by  cutting  through  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez,  it  would  be  a  complete  Ifland.  It  is  about 
thrice  the  Size  of  Europe,  more  than  twice  as  big  as  North  America,  and  more  than  eighty-five 
Times  as  large  as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Yet  through  the  great  Diftance  of  the  inland  Parts 
from  the  Sea,  and  the  Want  of  frefh  Water,  more  barren  and  lefs  peopled  than  any  other  Part  of 
the  Globe. 

e  Whoever  will  ferioufly  confider  the  feveral  natural  Advantages  pointed  out  in  the  Courfe  of 
this  Work,  and  at  the  fame  time  reflects  that  all  thefe  Advantages  arife  from  the  Form,  Size,  and 
Situation  of  Great  Britain,  will  not  need  many  Arguments  to  convince  him  that  what  is  advanced 
lathe  Text  hath  a  Foundation  in  Truth,  and  is  not  affected  at  random. 
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Be  fo  b  The  midland  Counties  are  wonderfully  fertile  and  pleafant,  fome 
ol  them  diftinguifhed  by  large  Downs  covered  by  Sheep ;  fome  fpread.  out 
into  wide  Lawns  or  lpacious  Meadows,  affording  luxuriant  Paftures  to  nu¬ 
merous  Flocks,  immenfe  Herds  of  Black  Cattle,  and  Multitudes  of  va¬ 
luable  Horfes  ;  fome  again  have  wide-fpread  Plains  annually  crowned  with 
prodigious  Harvefts  of  all  Kinds  of  Grain,  or  with  other  Produ&s  of  equal, 
or  even  of  greater  Value.  Hills  adorned  with  Timber,  and  fuch  an  Inter¬ 
mixture  of  Forefls,  Chaces,  and  Parks,  as  renders  it  hard  to  decide  whether 
they  are  mod:  adapted  to  Plenty  or  to  Pleafure  ;  but  undoubtedly  well  pro¬ 
vided  for  both  True  it  is,  however,  that  in  fome  Places  thefe  delicious 
Scenes  are  interrupted  by  lefs  agreeable  Objects,  which  ferve  notwithftand- 
ing  to  diverfify  the  View,  and  may,  after  exercifmg  our  Induftry,  prove  of 
as  great  Utility  as  more  promiiing  Countries  h.  It  is  alfo  Truth,  that  many 
Mountains  are  fcattered  here  and  there  through  South  Britain,  and  more 
plentifully  in  Wales,  b elides  that  long  Chain,  running  from  South  to  North, 
which  Camden  calls  the  Englifh  Appennine.  But  even  the  higheft  and  the 
roughed:  of  thefe  yield  the  moft  valuable  Advantages  j  for  to  fay  nothing, 

of  their  contributing  to  the  purifying  the  Air,  and  breaking  the  Clouds, 

it  is  to  thefe  we  owe  that  copious  Supply  of  Rivers,  which  we  have  re- 
prefented  as  fo  many  Sources  of  Pleafure  and  of  Plenty;  and  to  their  Po- 
iition,  the  long  Current  and  gentle  Cout'fe  of  the  mod:  condderable  of  them. 
They  are  likewife  pregnant  with  rich  Veins  of  almod  all  Kinds  of  Metals 
and  Minerals,  and  may  thus  be  faid  to  produce  their  Harveds,  not  indeed  on 
their  Bofoms,  but  from  their  Bowels  b  On  the  other  Hand,  many  of  thefe 

f  It  is  happy  for  the  Britiih  Empire,  that  the  Southern,  bed  fituated,  and  moll:  fertile  Part  of 
the  Ifland,  fhould  be  fo  much  the  laroed  as  to  contain  about  five  Parts  in  feven  of  the  whole 
Territory.  It  is  therefore  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  Refpefrs,  the  fitted  to  be  the  Seat  ol  Go¬ 
vernment.  By  this  Means,  Improvements  have  been  fird  made  where  the}'  ought  to  be  firlt  made, 
that  is,  in  the  Countries  where  they  would  fuccccd  bed  and  yield  mod. 

g  If  the  Reader  will  confult  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  Camden,  Speed,  or  any  of  our  Geogra¬ 

phers,  he  will  find  what  is  faid  in  the  Text  to  be  driftly  Matters  of  Fact,  aud  that  the  mid¬ 
land  Countries,  really  tranfeend  this  Defcription.  Northamptonlhire,  than  which  there  are  nor 
above  ten  fmaller  Counties  in  England,  though  it  produces  as  much  Gram  as  any,  and  hath  many 
Manufactures,  hath  alfo  three  Foreds,  two  Chafes,  and  above  twenty  Parks. 

h  Part  of  Flanders,  between  Dunkirk  and  Bruges,  is  vifibly  as  fine  and  rich  a  Country  in  Corn 
and  Padure  as  can  be  wifhed.  Between  Ghent  and  Antwerp,  for  twenty  Miles  together,  the  Soil 
is  a  poor  barren  fandy  Heath,  in  all  Appearance  of  no  Worth  or  Value ;  yet  by  Skill  and  Indudry 
this  is  rendered  incomparably  more  valuable  than  the  former,  being  brought  by  Cultivation 
to  produce  Flax  (the  great  Staple  of  that  Country)  fo  fine  as  to  be  worth  Foity  Pounds  an 
Acre. 

i  Whatever  furnifbes  Employment  to  the  People  and  Emolument  to  the  State,  contributes 
equally  to  the  public  Profit,  through  whatever  Medium  it  comes,  be  it  Coals  or  Copper,  or 
Barley  or  Wheat,  Wool  or  Flax,  or  Hops.  Counties  therefore  rich  in  Mines  are  highly  va¬ 
luable,  however  rugged  their  Appearance.  Nay,  in  fpite  of  this,  Agriculture,  Grazing,  and  even 
Manufactures,  will  follow  and  fiouriih  with  them  in  Places  which  they  had  never  reached  without 
them. 
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Mountains  make  no  fuch  fqualid  Figure;  but  on  the  contrary,  rife  to  a  ma- 
jeftic  Height,  cloathed  with  noble  Woods,  or  covered  with  excellent  Grafs, 
and  with  the  wholefomeft  Herbs.  In  the  Northern  Part  -of  the  Ide,  there 
.is  a  fmaller  Quantity  of  fuch  inland  Country,  but  dill  much  more  than  is 
commonly  conceived ;  for  the  Breadth,  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  is  in  fome  Places 
very  confiderable,  and  both  in  the  Southern  and  in  the  Northern  Parts  a 
large  Quantity  of  Land,  that  is,  and  a  ftill  larger  Quantity  that  might  be, 
well  cultivated.  Indeed  of  late  Years,  iince  a  Spirit  of  Attention  to  do- 
meftic  Oeconomy  arofe,  or  rather  revived,  many  Improvements  have  been 
made,  which  very  fully  juftify  what  had  been  long  before  fuggefted,  that 
Soil  lying  on  Rocks  may  by  Induftry  be  rendered  competently  fruitful  L 
The  inland  Counties  in  Ireland  are  in  general  very  fertile  and  pleafant,  as 
well  as  of  great  Extent,  much  improved  within  the  Courfe  of  the  prefent 
Century,  improving  daily,  and  ftill  inconteftably  capable  of  much  higher 
Improvements.  All  this  has  vifibly  arifen  from  the  Progrefs  of  Commerce, 
the  Spirit  of  which  hath  already  pervaded  the  Inhabitants  of  a  great  Part, 
and  will  gradually  pervade  the  whole  People  of  that  fair  and  fruitful 
Iftand  L 

\ 

Short  as  this  Defcription  is,  and  in  Fad;  as  it  chiefly  confifts  in  Amply 
recalling  to  Memory  Things  that  cannot  be  controverted,  there  needed 
not  a  long  one ;  it  fufhciently  ftiews  how  very  happily  the  Size  and  Dif- 
tribution  of  Countries  concur  in  both  Iflands  for  the  Benefit  of  their  In¬ 
habitants.  Thefe  midland  Provinces  furnifli  a  copious  Subfiftence,  and 
thereby  retain  Multitudes  of  People  in  the  Places  where  they  were  born, 
who  finding  from  the  large  and  regular  Demands  of  thofe  in  the  Maritime 
and  Commercial  Parts,  a  conftant  and  fatisfadory  Reward  of  Induftry,  ap¬ 
ply  themfelves  vigoroufly  not  only  to  Agriculture  and  Grazing,  but  to  a 
vaft:  Variety  of  other  Occupations,  fuch  as  raifing  grofs  Commodities  for 
domeftic  and  foreign  Markets,  and  eftabliflhing  many  Manufadures  which 
have  increafed,  are  ftill  increafing,  and  will  increafe,  as  Commerce  con- 

k  In  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions  it  was  long  ago  remarked,  with  a  View  to  the  Improvement 
of  this  Country,  that  a  rocky  Bottom,  though  but  thinly  covered  with  Earth,  inflead  of  being  de¬ 
trimental,  was  favourable  to  Vegetation,  and  this  not  from  Theory  but  Experience.  On  this 
Principle  it  is  afferted  that  Hops,  Flax,  Madder,  Liquorice,  and  Saffron,  all  of  them  rich  Com¬ 
modities,  might  be  tried  with  juft  Expydtations  of  Succefs,  and  fome  Trials  that  have  been  made 
prove  this  Dodtrine  true. 

1  It  will  be  the  Charadteriftic  of  true  Patriots  to  conciliate  the  Interefts  of  both  Iflands.  Great 
Britain  cannot  diftrefs  Ireland  but  at  her  own  Expense  ;  Ireland  would  hurt  her  own  Security  by 
weakening  Britain.  Miftakes  may  happen  on  both  Sides  the  Water.  Wife  Men  will  miftake  on 
neither.  The  growing  Profperity  of  Ireland  will  be  a  pleafing  Object  to  every  Man  who  really 
wifhes  well  to  Britain. 
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tinues  to  flourifh  and  to  extend  m.  Experience  very  fully  juftifles  this 
Manner  of  Reafoning  or  rather  this  Method  of  Reafoning  is  founded  on, 
and  deduced  from  Experience;  which  clearly  evinces  the  manifold  Advan¬ 
tages  that  are  produced  from  this  fortunate  Proportion  of  Midland  and  Ma¬ 
ritime  Territory.  Plence  we  fee  how  indifpenfably,  and  therefore  inlepa- 
rably  the  landed  and  the  trading  Interefts  are  connected  and  alfo  why 
Commerce  is,  what  we  have  fo  often  averted  it  to  be,  eflential  to  an  Ifland. 
We  may  farther  learn,  how  fince  the  Power  of  Britain  hath  been  extended 
by  the  Means  of  her  Commerce  and  her  Colonies,  to  which  that  likewife 
gave  Birth,  this  Diftribution  may  be  hill  fo  improved,  as  under  the  Direction 
of  our  mild  and  excellent  Conftitution,  to  furnifh  a  competent  Strength  to 
ftiftain  this  mighty  Empire  thus  acquired,  in  Dignity  undiminifhed,  and  un¬ 
fading  in  Luftren.  If  in  contemplating  fome  of  the  larger  Counties  on  the 
Sea  Coaft,  in  South  Britain  more  efpecially,  we  advert  that  Part,  and  even 
a  conliderable  Part  of  them  may  be  confidered  as  Inland,  in  refped:  to  the 
Reft,  we  may  be  induced  to  think  it  no  extravagant  Calculation,  that  in  the 
Whole  of  the  three  Kingdoms,  there  may  be  between  forty  and  fifty  Millions 
of  Acres,  that  may  be  very  juftly  looked  upon  in  this  Light,  which  would 
commodioufly  hold,  and  very  plentifully  fupport,  two  Millions  of  Families°; 
and  whenever  this  fhall  happen,  the  Maritime  Counties  for  many  Reafons, 
fome  of  which  have  been  already,  and  others  which  will  be  hereafter  given, 
muft  of  Neceffity  be  more  populous  by  far  than  at  prefent,  and  confe- 
quently  that  there  will  be  near  double  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  the 
two  Iflands  that  are  in  them  at  this  Time.  The  Poflibility  and  Practica¬ 
bility  of  this,  is  all  that  from  thefe  Premifes  we  mean  to  after t,  and  this 
can  hardly  with  any  Shadow  of  Argument  be  controverted,  when  it  would 
be  very  eafy  to  fhew,  that  Iflands  very  fhort  of  thefe  in  many  natural  Ad¬ 
vantages  are  certainly  more  populous  than  either  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 

m  Thefe  can  be  promoted  in  no  other  Way;  and  yet  on  the  preferving  and  promoting  thefe  de¬ 
pends  the  Welfare  of  this  Nation.  It  is  not  Wealth  flowing  by  fecret  and  latent  Channels  that 
enriches  People,  but  Subftance  fairly  earned  by  Labour  and  Induftry.  The  Rain  from  Heaven 
raifes  Grafs,  Corn,  and  Fruits;  periodical  Showers  of  Gold  would  produce  only  a  Harveft  of— 
Idlenefs. 

n  This  is  fo  great,  fo  glorious,  fo  generous,  but  at  the  fame  Time  fo  arduous  a  Talk,  as  to  de¬ 
mand  all  the  Skill  and  Care,  all  the  Attention  and  Affiduity  of  the  ableft  and  moft  virtuous 
Statefmen.  Such,  for  this  Country  hath  produced  many  fuch,  may  ftill  be  found  ;  blit  they  muft 
not  be  difturbed  or  diverted  from  their  Endeavours  in  the  public  Service  ;  for  fuch  will  not 
either  head  or  contend  with  Factions,  who  feek  not  their  Country’s  Profperity  but  their  own. 

0  This  certainly  is  no  extravagant,  much  lefs  abfurd  Propofition,  accounting  only  five  Pcrfons 
to  a  Houfe  or  Family.  For  this  allows  twenty-five  Acres  to  each  fuch  Family,  and  is  about  the 
Number  which  has  been  computed  in  feveral  of  thofe  which  are  not  efteemed  the  moft  populous 
Counties  of  England,  as  Bucks,  Norfolk,  and  Soinerfet.  In  fome  others  there  aie  double  that 
Number  to  one  Houfe  ;  in  fa<ft  therefore,  it  is  no  more  than  fuggefling  that  our  Inland  Territory 
may  be  brought  to  this  Standard.  A  Thing  which  it  is  hoped  this  certain  and  familiar  Inftance 
will  put  beyond  Doubt. 

Vol.  I.  4  Z 
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and  even  more  populous  than  in  that  Cafe  they  would  be  p.  To  this  we  may- 
add,  that  fome  Countries  there  are  upon  the  Continent,  which,  in  virtue  of 
a  few  of  the  Benefits  we  enjoy,  and  by  a  proper  and  ledulous  Application 
of  thefe,  are  in  a  like  Condition  q;  fo  that  thefe  are  to  be  regarded  as  po¬ 
litical  Probabilities,  founded  in  Reafon,  juftifiedby  Experience,  and  fo  fully 
fupported  by  Faffs,  that  we  hope  they  will  not  be  in  Danger  of  palling 
for  commercial  Chimeras. 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  the  Pofiibility  of  the  Thing  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  by  many,  who  neverthelefs  are  perfuaded  that  fuch  an  Augmenta¬ 
tion  of  Inhabitants  never  can  take  Place,  and  Candour  will  oblige  us  to 
own,  they  have  many  flrong  Arguments  in  their  Favour,  which  from  the 
Lights  both  of  Reafon  and  Experience  are  not  very  eafy  to  be  anfwered  r. 
Such  Perfons  may,  and  there  is  no  Doubt  will  fay,  that  the  Manners  of  Men 
in  general,  their  Employments,  more  efpecially  in  Manufactures,  the  Pro- 
penfity  of  living  in  great  Towns  and  Cities,  tends  rather  to  diminifh  than 
to  increafe  our  People;  that  Numbers  are  conftantly  confirmed  in  the  Sea 
Service,  that  our  foreign  Garrifons  have  the  fame  EffeCt,  that  our  Colonies 
are  a  continual  and  a  confiderable  Drain ;  and  that  our  Wars,  whenever  they 
happen,  fweep  away  great  Numbers.  In  moft  of  thefe  Cafes  they  will 
urge,  that  we  not  only  lofe  fo  many  Individuals,  but  which  is  of  ftill  higher 
Confequence,  we  alfo  lofe  their  Pofterity.  They  will  alledge  ftill  farther, 
that  thefe  not  only  operate  as  Caufes  of  Evil,  but  which  is  yet  worfe,  have 
a  certain  and  vifible  Tendency  to  prevent  the  Application  of  Remedies5. 

In 


p  According  to  the  beft  Accounts  which  the  Dutch  have  given  us  of  Java;  it  is  confiderably 
larger  than  it  is  commonly  believed  to  be,  yet  lefs  than  Great  Britain.  It  is  faid  however,  by 
them,  from  Computations  very  carefully  made,  that  it  contains  thirty-two  Millions  of  Inhabitants; 
therefore  they  conclude  juftly,  if  their  Calculation  be  right,  that  it  is  the  beft  peopled  Ifland  in 
the  World.  This  is  in  Afia,  and  comes  home  to  the  Point;  and  therefore  it  is  unnecefTary  to 
repeat  the  Names  of  Iflands  in  all  Parts  of  the  Globe,  which,  their  Size  confidered,  are  certainly 
more  populous  than  this  Ifland;  though,  on  the  ftri&eft  Comparifon,  it  will  not  be  found  they 
have  any  Advantages  over  us  in  any  other  Refpeft  whatever. 

‘i  If  we  take  the  moft  moderate  Eftimate  of  the  People  in  the  Province  of  Holland,  they  are  fix. 
Times,  and  the  whole  United  Provinces  are  three  Times  as  populous  as  England  ;  and  of  Courfe 
this  is  fufficient  to  prove  what  is  faid  in  the  Text.  We  fee  therefore  there  is  no  Impoffibility  in 
fuppofing  our  three  Kingdoms  may  w'ell  fubfift  double  the  Number  of  People  now  in  them.  This, 
is  naturally  the  firft  and  not  the  leaft  material  Step  towards  accomplifhing  it. 

r  In  former  Times,  when  Plaufibilities  palled  for  Arguments,  and  Authorities  were  fufficient  to. 
eftablifh  Fafts,  any  Thing  of  this  Sort  might  have  been  in  fome  Degree  refuted,  or  at  leaft  might 
have  been  rendered  doubtful.  But  the  prefent  Age  is  by  far  too  enlightened,  and  thefe  Kind  of 
Queftions  have  been  too  much  ventilated  to  admit  of  any  Sort  of  Impofition,  how  artfully  foever 
{Uted.  Our  Bufinefs  is  to  difcover,  not  to  difguife  Truth,  and  upon  this  we  ftake  our  Credit 
with  the  Reader. 

£  The  moft  knowing  and  cautious  of  our  political  Writers  feem  to  allow,  that  we  have  not 
Data  fufficient  to  determine  with  any  Degree  of  Certainty  as  to  the  Number  of  People  in  thefe 

Iflands, 
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In  fome  Cafes  the  Intereft  of  our  Commerce  Rands  in  the  Way,  in  others, 
the  Honour  of  the  Nation ;  fince,  when  neceiTary,  Wars  muff  he  Under¬ 
taken,  and  when  undertaken  they  muft  be  fupported  ;  in  all  Cafes  they  may 
alledge,  that  the  Temper  of  the  Times,  or  rather  the  Bent  of  the  People, 
unaccuftomed  to,  and  therefore  by  no  Means  inclined  to  fubmit  to  fevere 
Laws f,  even  though  vifibly  conducive  to  public  Good,  would  hinder  Re¬ 
gulations  requifte  for  this'Purpofe ;  and  in  Defence  of  this  Doctrine,  they 
will  not  fail  to  mention  the  repeated  Diilike  that  has  been  fhewn  to  a 
general  Naturalization  ;  though  that  has  been  edeemed  by  fome  very  emi¬ 
nent  Statefmen,  the  diorteft,  fpeedieft,  and  mod;  promidng  Scheme  for  pro- 
ducingfuch  an  Effedt.  Yet  if,  after  all,  the  Thing  be  poffible  in  its  Nature, 
and  it  is  at  the  fame  Time  of  the  higheft  Importance  to  the  Welfare  and 
Stability,  as  well  as  to  the  Grandeur  and  Glory  of  this  Country,  that  it  fhould 
he  accomplifhed,  we  ought  not  to  be  deterred  or  driven  to  Defpair  by  the 
Conlideration  of  Difficulties,  how  great  foever  they  may  appear11.  The 
Genius  of  the  Britifh  Nation  hath  particularly  fhone  in  overcoming  Ob- 
Racles  to  the  Point  ffie  had  in  View,  which  by  any  other  People  would  have 
been  believed,  and  perhaps  found  infurmountable,  and  therefore  any  At¬ 
tempt  to  indicate  a  Method  of  doing  this,  will  certainly  deferve  Notice, 
and  very  probably  meet  with  Favour. 

It  was  with  this  View,  that  the  Subjedt  of  the  lad;  Chapter  is  therein  fo  fully 
and  circumftantially  Rated,  as  affording  a  very  promidng  Method  of  attaining 
or  helping  to  attain  this  End,  without  innovating  in  any  Way  on  the  Manners 
of  the  People  in  the  Mother  Country.  In  that  we  have  fhewn,  that  there  are 
numerous  Elands  dependant  on  Great  Britain,  and  many  of  thefe  little  attend¬ 
ed  to,  and  confequently  negledted  and  unimproved.  That  all  of  thefe  notwith- 
ffanding  are  very  capable  of  being  brought  into  a  tolerable  State  of  Cultivation, 

Iflands.  But  by  a  drift  Comparifon  of  Fadt?,  it  pafies  for  probable,  that  we  have  not  more, 
or  at  lead:  not  many  more  than  we  had  at  the  Clofe  of  the  lad  Centut'y;  for  which  the  Reafons 
Rated  in  the  Text,  may  account  with  tolerably  Certainty ;  but  their  future  Operations  can  be 
forefeen  with  no  fuch  Certayjfy. 

1  The  mild  and- gentle  Laws  of  Britain  have  been  attended  with  fuch  numerous  Advantages, 
and  have  thereby  fo  endeared  their  Authority  to  the  People,  that  it  is  no  Wonder  they  have  ef- 
tablilhed  their  Character,  and  fixed  in  their  Breads  a  zealous  Attachment  to  thofe  Inditutions 
which  have  been  pregnant  to  them  with  fo  many  and  fo  great  Bleffings.  This  therefore  ought  to 
be  confidered  not  as  national  Weaknefs,  but  as  national  Virtue,  and  public  Spirit.  Laws  pro¬ 
per  to  render  a  Nation  numerous,  ought  to  make  a  Part  of  their  original  Conditurion,  and 
can  fcarce  be  afterwards  introduced.  But  the  fame  End  may  poffibly  be  reached  fome  other 
Way. 

H  When  Difficulties  occur  in  refpedt  to  what  are  truly  national  Objedts,  the  fird  Point  is  to  re- 
prefent  thofe  Objects  in  a  true  Light,  that  their  Nature  may  be  clearly  difeerned,  and  their  Im¬ 
portance  generally  underdood.  This  will  produce  an  Unanimity  of  Sentiment,  capable  of  infpiring 
a  Vigour  not  to  be  oppofed,  and  a  Steadinefs  not  to  be  overcome.  In  fuch  a  State,  fair  Words, 
jud  Precepts,  and  good  Examples  will  do  more,  or  rather  will  excite  a  free  People  to  do  more, 
than  any  coercive  Laws  would  ever  effedt. 

4  Z  2 
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with  fome  fmall  Attention  and  Expence;  the  Truth  of  this  it  is  hoped  has 
been  proved  by  almoft  every  Argument  of  which  the  Subject  is  fufceptible 
That  thefe  Improvements  would  neceffarily,  and  in  a  Manner  immediately 
become  highly  beneficial  to  Britain.  That  in  the  fame  Proportion  as  thefe 
Improvements  increafe,  they  mull  grow  more  and  more  beneficial  to  this 
Country;  their  Connection  with  which  could  never  be  in  Danger  of  being 
interrupted  or  weakened,  much  lefs  of  being  broken  or  dilfolved ;  and  that 
this  is  no  temporary,  incertain,  or  trivial,  but  a  moll  ferious  and  important 
ObjeCt,  pregnant  with  every  national  Advantage,  that  can  be  wilhed  tofuch 
a  commercial  State  as  this.  It  may  with  like  Propriety  be  confidered  as 
adding,  without  the  Trouble  of  Difcovery,  without  the  Difficulties  attending 
Conquefl,  and,  comparatively  fpeaking,  without  Expence,  a  very  large  and 
commodious  Province ;  I  had  almoll  faid  a  fourth  Kingdom  to  the  Britilh 
Empire;  which  in  reference  to  Extent,  as  well  as  Situation,  and  all  the  Con- 
veniencies  refulting  from  thence,  render  it  confidered  in  this  Light  highly 
valuable  in  many  different  RefpeCts,  and  more  efpecially  in  regard  to  this; 
for  which,  when  duly  attended  to,  thefe  Illands  feem  by  the  Wifdom  of 
Providence  to  be  moll  happily  as  well  as  peculiarly  adapted. 

For  with  regard  to  this  great  Point  of  increafing  the  Number  of  People, 
a  Thing  fo  neceffary  to  the  Welfare,  Power,  and  Grandeur  of  this  State, 
their  Improvement  will  probably  be  attended  with  thefe  Effects.  As  foon 
as  the  Public  takes  Notice  of  them,  fo  as  to  ellablilh  a  conllant  and  regular 
Correfpondence  with  thefe  Countries,  there  will  be  inllantly  an  Addition  of 
fomanythoufand  aClive  and  indullrious  Subjects  tothisEmpireast  hefe  Illands 
contain  ;  and  who  for  Ages  pall  have  contributed  very  little  to  the  common 
Benefit  of  the  Society.  The  fixing  a  proper  Balls,  and  giving  Stability  to 
their  Improvements,  will  retain  Thoul'ands  of  young  People  who  annually 
go  to  foreign  Countries,  and  very  feldom  return,  by  finding  proper  Em¬ 
ployment  for  them,  where,  for  the  public  Benefit  they  ought  to  be,  in  their 
own.  By  this  Means,  and  that  too  in  a  very  fhort  Space  of  Time,  the 
whole,  and  even  the  moll  remote  of  them,  will  become  fully  inhabited. 
This  will  alfo  be  very  much  facilitated  by  the  Refort  of  foreign  Protellants,. 


'v  If  a  Man  had  Jftudied  his  own  Eafe,  or  been  intent  on  entertaining  and  amufing  his  Readers, 
he  would  never  have  dragged  them  to  the  Wedern  Iflands,  to  the  Orkneys,  and  to  Shetland  ;  Coun¬ 
tries  known  barely  by  Name,  and  fcareely  that  to  Southern  Politicians.  But  one  who  wifhes  to  lee 
the  Britilh  Empire  the  moft  extenlive  and  the  mod  dable  on  Earth,  believed  it  to  be  his  Duty.  He 
thought  the  Time  was  come,  when  to  preferve  and  to  protect  our  diftant  Dominions,  it  would 
be  requisite  to  collect,  and  by  every  poffible  Method  to  augment  our  Strength  at  Home.  He  law 
that  great  Countries  lay  in  a  Manner  defart  at  our  own  Doors,  that  thoul'ands  and  thoul'ands  of 
People  (in  refpedt  to  the  Public)  were  abfolutely  idle.  He  knew  the  former  might  be  cultivated, 
and  the  latter  employed.  He  difeerned  the  Confequences  that  would  attend  this ;  and  he  conceived 
that  a  didinfl  Detail  of  what  he  thought  would  fome  time  or  other  (as  has  been  the  Cafe  in  other 
In  provement  )  produce  this  likewife. 
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who  might  be  invited  without  any  inconveniency  thither,  would  readily 
come,  and  bringing  the  Means  of  Subflftence,  that  is  Skill  and  Labour  in 
ufeful  Employments,  would  be  very  kindly  received  x.  The  furnifhing  thefe 
Iiles,  when  tolerably  fettled,  and  moderately  well  inhabited,  with  many  Ne- 
ceffariesand  domeftic  Furniture,  the  Utenlils  requifite  for  their  Trades,  and 
Commodities,,  and  Manufactures,  to  complete  the  Aflortment  of  their  Car¬ 
goes  in  Commerce,  for  which  they  are  well  fituated,  and  to  which,  if  they 
had  the  Means,  they  are  naturally  inclined,  will  procure  Employment  and 
Subfiftence  for  many  Families  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  certainly  as  the 
like  Effects  have  followed  from  the  EAablifhment  of  more  diflant  Co¬ 
lonies.  Befides,  as  in  Time  of  War,  our  Fleet  may  be  manned  from  thefe 
Iflands  without  Prejudice  to  our  Trade ;  which  in  that  Seafon  has  differed 
through  the  Neceitity  we  have  hitherto  been  under  of  feeding  and  paying 
(to  fay  nothing  of  difciplining)  foreign  Seamen,  it  muff  prove  a  great  Saving 
of  Men  here.  When  they  fhall  come  to  be  fully  peopled  and  completely 
improved,  the  wealthieft  and  the  moll  fubftantial  Inhabitants,  will  con¬ 
tinually  follow  the  Fortunes  they  have  acquired  hither ;  and  thus  there 
will  be  a  conflant  Influx  of  People,  according  to  their  various  Connexions, 
into  fome  Part  or  other  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  By  this  Means,  which 
is  all  we  intend  to  fuggeft,  an  Augmentation  equal  to  the  unavoidable 
Outlets  of  People  from  hence  would  fpeedily  arife,  and  of  Courfe,  the 
natural  Multiplication  of  the  prefent  Inhabitants  of  thefe  two  Iflands  be  no 
longer  impeded 

We  fhall  proceed,  after  laying  the  bed:  Foundation  we  are  able  of  judging 
of  the  comparative  Values  of  Countries  in  general,  to  give  in  the  fucceeding 
Books,  a  compendious  Inventory  of  the  national  Produce  of  Great  Britain  & 
from  whence  it  will  inconteftably  appear,  that  in  all  Ages  thefe  Iflands 
poflefTed  very  extenfive  Funds  both  of  valuable  Commodities  for  Commerce, 
and  for  the  Employment  of  her  Natives  in  every  Species  of  Induftry  3  which, 
though  many  of  them  might  be  neglected,  and  others  for  a  long  Space  to- 


*  The  Methods  recommended  for  fpeedily  peopling  thefe  Ifles,  would  be  very  acceptable  to  their 
Inhabitants.  Gavelkind  (that  great  Source  of  People)  was  their  ancient  Conflitution.  They  are 
naturally  hofpitable,  and  well-difpofed  to  Strangers,  v-ery  inquifitive,  and  much  inclined  to  learn 
new  Trades.  To  which  we  may  add,  they  would  mod  willingly  accept  new  Privileges,  on  Con¬ 
dition  of  furnifhing  regular  Supplies  of  Seamen  in  Time  of  War,  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy. 

y  In  order  to  make  this  Matter  perfectly  intelligible  to  the  attentive  and  candid  Reader,  let  it 
beobferved,  that  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  are  four  Times  more  populous  than  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  ■ 
and  confequently  no  Improbability  in  fuppofing  that  thefe  may  commodiondy  maintain  twice  the 
prefent  Number  of  Inhabitants.  In  Comparifon  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  Wight  and  Anglefey  are 
thinly,  and  all  the  other  Ides  very  thinly  peopled,  for  which  we  have  aligned  the  Reafons,  and : 
endeavoured  to  point  out  the  Remedies.  The  only  Objection  that  can  be  formed  again  ft  this* 
Method  of  arguing  is,  that,  their  Soil  and  Situation  confidered,  the  Scheme  of  rendering  them  po¬ 
pulous  is  improbable,  if  not  impoffible.  But  this  we  have  overthrown,  by  proving  they  were 
©nee  as  populous  as  we  would  with  them. 
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-tally  overlooked,  or  the  Profits  arifing  from  them  fuffered  to  pafs  into  the 
Hands  of  Foreigners,  yet  through  the  Courle  of  feveral  Centuries  pad:  have 
been  improved  by  ourfelves  to  the  almoft  inexpreflible  Benefit  of  this 
Country?-.  We  fhall  likewife  fhew,  that  in  Proportion  as  ufeful  Science  in- 
creafed,  and  our  political  Conftitution  improved,  thefe  Funds  of  every 
Kind  were  gradually  enlarged  and  much  more  improved,  by  which  the 
Nation  grew  capable  of  extending  her  Views,  and  of  thereby  afcending 
much  higher  in  the  Scale  of  Power,  with  RefpeCt  to  the  other  States  of 
Europe  than  in  former  Times.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  Profecution  of  thefe 
enlarged  Views  we  were  carried  into  immenfe  Expences ;  but  as  we  fhall 
alfo  prove,  not  beyond,  or  even  to  the  Extent  of  our  Abilities,  or  without 
making  Acquifitions  fuitable  to  thofe  Expences,  large  as  they  were.  We 
fhall  finally  attempt  a  fuccinCt  Reprefentation  of  the  did  ant  Dominions  of 
Britain,  and  enquire  into  the  Advantages  fhe  hath  already  reaped,  and  thole 
that  fhe  may  hereafter  acquire  from  them  ;  and  how  far  this  may  conduce  to 
augment  her  Wealth  and  Force,  fo  as  to  enable  her  to  preferve,  and  to 
fuftain  fo  vaft  an  Empire  with  Dignity  and  Luflre,  fo  long  as  our  mild  and 
happy  Conflitution  retains  its  Vigour  and  this  Nation  its  Freedom. 


*  In  fpeaking  of  our  Trade  being  formerly  in  the  Hands  of  Foreigners,  we  mean  only  to  Rate 
a  FaCt,  and  not  to  call  any  Reflection.  For  without  Doubt  we  fland  indebted  for  many  of 
our  Manufactures,  and  no  fmall  Part  of  our  Commerce  to  Foreigners  fettled  amongft  us.  But 
thefe  Foreigners  came  and  went,  and  in  virtue  of  Privileges  obtained  from  our  Princes,  eftablilhed 
Monopolies,  and,  having  railed  great  Fortunes  here,  carried  them  over  and  lived  upon  them 
in  their  own  Countries. 


End  of  the  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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A. 

BERDEEN ,  city  of,  feme  account 
of  it,  207.  Reckoned  the  third  in 
North  Britain,  ibid.  The  falmon- 
fifliery  here  of  great  confequence,  ibid. 

Aberdovey ,  in  North  Wales,  a  propofal 
to  make  the  harbour  there  an  excel¬ 
lent  haven,  by  rolling  the  fouth  bar 
to  bring  the  river  into  its  old  channel, 
&c.  1 85. 

Aberyjlwyth ,  in  Wales,  an  account  of  the 
means  which  have  been  propofed  to 
reftore  this  almoft  ufelefs  haven,  182. 
Half-crowns  and  fhillings  coined  there 
with  the  oftrich  feathers,  184. 

■Aden,  famous  in  antiquity,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  natives,  fignifying  de¬ 
light,  from  whence  the  coaft  was  ftyled 
Arabia  the  Happy,  and  which  was  af¬ 
terwards  called  the  Roman  Ports,  ftill 
frequented,  23. 

AElius  Gallus ,  lent  by  Auguftus  Coe  far, 
after  he  became  mafter  of  Aigypt,  to 
fubdue  Arabia,  22. 

Aire,  in  Scotland,  formerly  very  famous 
for  the  beauty  of  its  fituation,  and 
many  other  advantages,  228.  Famous 
alfo  for  having  a  citadel  built  by  Oli¬ 
ver  Cromwell,  of  which  there  are  ftill 
fome  fmall  remains,  ibid. 

Alderney ,  lfland  of,  account  of  the  town, 
harbour,  and  other  circumftances,  514, 

5!5-  . 

■Alexander  the  Great,  looks  upon  iEgypt 

with  particular  fatisfa&ion,  when  his 
flatterers  ftyled  him  the  Mafter  of  the 
VOL.I. 


World,  5.  Intends  Arabia  for  the  feat 
of  that  empire,  which  he  defigned  to 
make  univerfal,  22. 

America ,  the  time  of  its  difcovery  mark¬ 
ed,  8.  The  immenfe  riches  poured 
into  Spain  by  it,  ibid.  The  only  two 
civilized  countries  which  the  Euro¬ 
peans  found  upon  that  continent  de- 
fcribed,  20. 

Amjlerdam ,  acquires  great  trade,  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  an  inundation,  and  by  the 
ruin  of  the  port  of  Antwerp,  14. 

Antwerp; a  view  of  it  in  its  moft  flourilh- 
ing  ftate,  13.  Deftroyed  by  the  ava¬ 
rice,  ambition,  and  bigotry  of  Spanifn 
kings,  16. 

Application ,  the  neceflity  of  it  urged  to 
improve  the  advantages  derived  from 
nature,  3. 

Arabia ,  a  view'  of  the  advantages  it  for¬ 
merly  enjoyed  in  confequence  of  its 
fituation,  22.  Intended  by  Alexander 
for  the  feat  of  that  empire,  which  he 
meant  to  make  univerfal,  ibid.  Sub¬ 
dued  by  /Elius  Gallus,  ibid.  Exhi¬ 
bits,  at  this  day,  fome  faint  marks  of 
what  it  was,  23.  Several  of  its  ports 
ftill  frequented,  ibid. 

Arabians ,  endeavouring  to  ftiake  off  the 
Roman  yoke  fixed  on  them  by  iEiius 
Gallus,  are  again  humbled  by  Tra¬ 
jan,  22. 

Ardoch ,  raffle  of,  one  of  the  moft  perfect 
in  our  iftand,  20c. 

Arijiotle ,  ftyles  Crete  the  Emprefs  of  the 
Sea,  29. 

Arran ,  Ifte  of,  defcribed,  581  —587. 
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4fuiy  formerly  offered  us  an  inftance  not 
unworthy  of  being  compared  with 
Venice,  3 6. 

AJlropy  the  wells  there  in  great  efteem 
for  many  chronic  cafes,  79. 

Athelneyy  Alfred  founds  a  monaftery  there, 
333.  A  little  more  than  two  acres  of 
firm  ground  in  the  midft  of  marches, 
ibid. 

Atheljian ,  drives  the  Britons  beyond  the 
river  Tamar,  after  having  reduced 
Exeter,  473.  Makes  that  river  the 
boundary  of  their  Cornifh  dominions, 
ibid.  Proceeding  in  a  martial  man¬ 
ner,  he  makes  new  conquefts,  ibid. 

Augujlus  Csefar,  fends  iElius  Gallus  to 
fubdue  Arabia,  22. 

Aujlria ,  the  princes  cf  that  houfe  in- 
fpired,  by  unlimited  power  and  im- 
menfe  wealth,  with  an  ambition  fatal 
to  themfelves,  and  to  their  fubjeCls,  8. 

B. 

Bacon ,  fir  Francis ,  his  way  of  account¬ 
ing  for  the  caufe  of  cold  in  Newfound¬ 
land,  65. 

Bann,  one  of  the  fineft  rivers  in  Ireland, 
238.  Its  filhery  of  very  great  value, 
ibid. 

Barnet,  in  Hertfordlhire,  a  purging-wa¬ 
ter  there,  formerly  in  great  efteem,  79. 

Barrowdale ,  near  Grange,  three  miles  from 
Kefwick  in  Cumberland,  a  pretty 
ftrong  fpring  there,  76. 

Bafily  a  fpring  there  of  a  blueifii  co¬ 
lour,  74. 

Bath)  in  Somerfetfiiire,  fome  account  of 
its  hiftory,  and  of  its  waters,  9^,  96, 

97- 

Bathing ,  the  great  utility  of  it  with  re¬ 
gard  to  health,  89.  Its  utility  well 
known  in  all  babarous  as  well  as  civi¬ 
lized  nations,  ibid. 

Baths ,  a  farther  fearch  after  them  in 
England  ftrongly  recommended,  89. 
Several  of  the  baths  in  England  fpe- 
cified,  91 — 102.  In  North,  Britain, 
in — 1 13. 


Battel ,  in  Suffex,  a  manufacture  of  gun¬ 
powder  carried  on  there,  by  which  it 
is  produced  in  the  higheft  perfection, 

374- 

Belfafi,  xone  of  the  beft  towns,  and  a 
port  of  the  greatell  commerce  in  Ire¬ 
land,  257. 

Benthal,  .near  Wenlock  in  Shropfhire,  an 
excellent  chalybeate  fpring  there,  79. 

Beverley  Beck,  a  cut  or  canal  in  York- 
fhire,  productive  of  great  commercial 
advantages  to  the  ancient  town  of  Be¬ 
verley,  174. 

Black-Indiesy  our  coal-pits  humoroufly  fo 
called,  1 56. 

Bland ,  a  -drink  peculiar  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  -of  Shetland,  a  fort  of  butter¬ 
milk,  696. 

Blafqnet  Ifland,  a  fhip  of  the  Spanilh  ar¬ 
mada  wrecked  near  ir,  432. 

Boyne ,  river  in  Ireland,  famous  for  the 
decifive  battle  in  1690,  when  it  was 
palled  by  king  William,  254. 

Bridpcrt ,  in  Dorfetfhire,  the  manuring 
of  land  about  it  with  mackerel  difcou- 
raged,  as  that  practice  was  thought  to 
corrupt  the  air,  351. 

Brine  fprings,  principal  ones  in  South 
Britain  enumerated,  76 — 78. 

Brijloly  fome  account  of  the  virtues  of 
its  waters.  98.  The  fecond  city  in 
England,  147. 

Briiijh  Iflands,  the  fituation  and  extent 
of  them,  45.  The  temperature  and 
falubrity  of  the  climate  in  general 
urged  againll  particular  objections  to 
its  frequent  and  confiderable  altera¬ 
tions,  47,  Proofs  produced  in  favour 
of  the  climate  in  Britain  from  the  lon¬ 
gevity  of  its  inhabitants,  ibid.  From 
their  fecundity,  48.  From  their  cor¬ 
poral  advantages,  49.  From  their  ge¬ 
nius,  50.  Conveniences  arifing  from 
the  uncertainty  of  our  climate  enu¬ 
merated,  5 1 — 54.  Common  objec¬ 

tions  upon  this  head  anfwered,  54. 
The  fertility  of  our  foil  equal  to  the 
moderation  of  our  climate,  55.  The 
fource  cf  many  and  great  advantages,. 
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ibid.  Its  productions  fpecified,  ibid. 
Is  no  Id’s  diftinguifhed  by  nourifhing 
animals  of  every  kind,  58.  More 
happy  in  its  capacity  of  improve¬ 
ment  than  in  its  actual  fertility,  59. 
The  diftinguifhed  bldling  which  we 
enjoy  to  be  attributed  to  the  fituation 
of  our  iflands,  62.  This  affertion  for¬ 
tified  by  a  number  of  proofs,  65.  The 
peculiar  felicity  of  Great  Britain  aris¬ 
ing  from  a  copious  diftribution  of  ex¬ 
cellent  water,  68.  Diftinguifhed  from 
many  countries  upon  the  continent, 
and  from  many  iflands,  by  fuch  a  hap¬ 
py  diftribution,  68,  69.  Little  ex- 
pofed  to  inundations,  69.  Our  hap- 
pinefs  in  this  refpeCt  accounted  for, 
70.  The  beneficial  confequences  re- 
lulting  to  the  Britifh  dominions,  from 
the  large  extent  and  peculiar  figure  of 
their  coafts,  272.  The  great  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  coaft  of  Great  Britain, 
with  regard  to  its  fize  and  to  its  form, 
274.  The  feveral  iflands  fcattered 
round  Britain  Angularly  advantageous 
to  it,  451.  Britain  emphatically  call¬ 
ed  by  the  graved:  authors  of  antiquity 
the  Great  lfland,  and  Another  World, 
ibid.  By  later  writers,  Queen  of  the 
Ifles.  The  iflands  dependent  upon 
South  Britain  enumerated,  455 — 504, 
The  iflands  that  were  anciently  de¬ 
pendent  on  Normandy,  505 — 525. 
The  ifiand  and  kingdom  of  Man,  524. 
Of  the  weftern  ifles  dependent  on 
North  Britain,  553 — 573.  Thofe  if¬ 
lands  defcribed,  574 — 624.  '  Iflands 
of  Orkney  defcribed,  638 — 676.  11- 

lands  of  Shetland  defcribed,  676. 

Brcckhole,  near  Prefton  in  Lancafhire, 
two  chalybeate  fprings  there,  79. 

. Brcfeley ,  near  Wenlock  in  Shropfhire,  a 
very  Angular  burning  fpring  dilcover- 
ed  there  in  the  year  1711,  74.  A 
joint  of  meat  boiled  over  it  fooner  than 
any  other  fire,  ibid.  Ceafed  burning, 
but  brok*  out  again  in  1747,  and 
continued  till  1755,  ibid.  Totally  ex- 


tinguifhed  by  the  finking  of  a  coal¬ 
pit  in  its  neighbourhood,  ibid. 

Bute ,  ifiand  of,  a  defcription  of  its  fixa¬ 
tion,  natural,  civil,  and  commercial 
hi  (lory,  574 — 581. 

Buxton ,  fome  account  of  the  virtues  of 
its  waters,  99. 

C. 

Camhray ,  league  of,  the  Venetians  confi- 
derably  afteCted  by  it,  36. 

Camden ,  Mr.  admitting  our  ifiand  to  be 
of  a  triangular  form,  compares  it  to 
Sicily,  46. 

Candia ,  defends  itfelf  for  many  years,  while 
in  the  pofieftion  of  theVenetians,  againfl 
all  the  ftrength  of  the  Turkifh  em¬ 
pire,  in  the  zenith  of  its  power,  34. 

Canford ,  manor  of,  the  various  grants  be¬ 
longing  to  it  enumerated,  354. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  diicovery  of  it 
very  detrimental  to  the  Venetians,  36. 

Carrick ,  in  Ireland,  remarkable  for  its 
inhabitants  having  carried  one  branch 
of  the  woollen  manufacture,  that  of 
ratteens,  to  the  higheft  degree  of  per¬ 
fection,  249. 

Carthage,  the  advantages  arifing  from  its 
fituation,  25.  A  view  of  it  in  its  molt 
flourifhing  ftate,  ibid.  Its  fubverfion 
by  the  Romans,  ibid.  Its  dying  afForts 
prodigious,  ibid. 

Chancellor ,  Richard ,  arrives  at  Kolmo- 
gorod,  not  far  from  Archangel,  in 

i553,  2i. 

Char ,  various  kinds  of  this  fifh  defcrib¬ 
ed,  103.  Extolled  at  Verona  as  the 
greateft  delicacy,  107. 

Charles  II.  his  faying  about  the  Englifh 
climate,  55. 

Chcdder  cheele,  by  many  preferred  to  Par- 
meian,  330.  Many  hundred  tons  of 
it  carried  yearly  out  of  the  county, 
ibid. 

Cheltenham ,  in  Glouccfterflfire,  the  wells 
there  in  very  high  repute,  79. 

5  A  2  Chejhire 
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Chejhire ,  a  fituation  more  favourable  to 
commerce  than  this  county  affords, 
not  eafily  conceived,  325.  Reafons 
for  inhabitants  not  having  any  great 
(hare  of  it,  32 6. 

Chejhire  cheele,  the  peculiar  reliffi  of  it 
declared  to  be  by  our  natural  hifto- 
rians,  ancient  and  modern,  little  in¬ 
ferior  to  any  in  Europe,  326.  That 
reliffi  accounted  for,  ibid. 

China ,  at  this  day,  in  a  great  meafure, 
what  Egypt  was,  6.  And  why,  ibid. 
Its  provinces  in  the  molt  flouriffiing 
condition,  7. 

Ckinefe ,  trained  up  to  induftry  and  la¬ 
bour  from  their  infancy,  6.  Held  by 
fome  very  ingenious  men  to  be  de- 
fcended  from  the  Egyptians,  ibid. 
Their  improvements  in  fifhery  recom¬ 
mended,  108. 

Cinque  Ports  in  England,  400. 

Clay,  in  Norfolk,  remarkable  in  the  year 
1406,  for  having  James,  fon  of  Ro¬ 
bert  the  Third,  king  of  Scots,  and 
himfelf,  afterwards  James  the  Firff, 
brought  in  prifoners  there,  28 1. 

Clay  don ,  in  Oxfordshire,  a  remarkable 
Spring  there,  73. 

Clifton ,  near  Dedington  in  Oxfordfhire, 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  river  Char- 
well,  laid  to  contain  the  moft  of  an 
alkaline  fait  of  any  fpring  in  Eng¬ 
land,  79. 

Clyde,  river  in  Scotland,  anciently  re¬ 
nowned  for  producing  gold-duff,  and 
lapis  lazuli,  220. 

Coafts,  the  various  beneficial  confequences 
ariling  to  the  Britifh  dominions,  from 
the  large  extent,  and  peculiar  figure 
of  them,  272.  An  explanation  of  ad¬ 
vantages  arifing  from  a  great  extent  of 
coaft,  ibid.  Thefe  advantages  ftill 
underftood,  and  juftly  celebrated  by 
authors,  ancient  and  modern,  273. 
The  dependence  of  fuch  advantages 
on  the  form  of  a  coaff  as  well  as  on 
its  Size,  274.  The  great  excellence  in 
both  refpects  of  the  coaff  of  Great 
Britain,  ibid.  Reafons  of  making  a  dif- 


tin<ft  Survey  of  the  benefits  that  are  al¬ 
ready,  or  may  be  in  future,  deduced 
from  hence,  neceffary  in  a  political 
Survey  of  Great  Britain,  275.  A  view 
of  the  principal  ports  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  South  Britain,  with  their  hiftory, 
and  occafional  remarks  on  their  de¬ 
feats  and  conveniences,  276 — 328. 
The  weft  and  South-weft  parts  of  this 
part  of  the  ifiand  confidered  in  the 
Same  manner,  328—408.  Remarks 
on  the  bays,  roads,  and  havens,  on 
the  coafts  of  Wales,  409,  417.  The 
Same  Survey  continued  with  regard  to 
the  inlets,  ports,  and  harbours,  in 
North  Britain,  and  the  improvements 
pointed  out,  of  which  they  are  capable 
from  their  fituation,  417 — 430.  The 
coafts  of  Ireland  Surveyed,  their  pre¬ 
sent  advantages  difplayed,  and  the 
greater  advantages  which  might  be 
deduced  from  them  enumerated,  431 
—448. 

Cobhe,  the,  a  Singular  work  at  Lyme  in 
Dorfetlhire,  352. 

Cold-bath ,  the  beft  preservative  againft 
the  fenfe  of  cold,  89.  Affords  a  cer¬ 
tain  and  immediate  relief  from  weari- 
nefs,  ibid.  The  univerlality  of  cold¬ 
bathing  urged  as  an  additional  recom¬ 
mendation  of  it,  ibid.  Introduced  as 
an  instrument  in  medicine,  ibid.  The 
ufe  of  cold-baths  very  well  understood' 
by  Hippocrates,  ibid.  And  many  other 
eminent  perfons  in  different  countries,, 
90.  Made  a  part  of  the  ceremonials 
of  religion,  ibid.  The  divifions  of 
the  cold-baths  into  three  claffes,  ibid.. 
The  ftriift  definition  of  a  cold-bath,  91. 

Columbus,  Chriflopher ,  goes-  to  America, 
in  1492,  21. 

Combe  Martin,  in  Devonfhire,  chiefly  re.- 
markable  for  a  lead-mine  discovered 
in  the  reig-n  of  Edward  the  Firff,  out 
of  the  contents  of  which  consider¬ 
able  quantities  of  Silver  were  extratft* 
ed,  338.  Farther  account  of  that 
mine,  338,  339. 

Connel 
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Connely  river  in  Scotland,  famous  for 
producing  pearls,  218. 

Cor.fumblock ,  an  account  of  the  filver- 
mine  there,  j  84. 

Copenhagen^  its  fituation  and  climate  de- 
fcribed,  61.  The  principal  produc¬ 
tions  of  its  foil  enumerated,  ibid. 

Cork ,  a  view  of  its  ancient  and  prefent 
ftate,  242,  243.  Its  wealth  and  gran¬ 
deur  arifing  from  its  capacious  and 
commodious  haven,  243. 

Cornwall ,  of  great  confequence  in  regard 
to  the  variety  and  value  of  its  pro- 
duds,  343.  Its  climate  remarkably 
mild,  ibid.  Its  tin-mines  very  advan¬ 
tageous,  344. 

ColhoneSy  artificial  harbours  fo  called, 
281. 

Crete ,  the  moft  ancient  maritime  power, 
28.  A  fuccind  hiftory  of  it,  ibid. 
The  happinefs  of  its  fituation,  ibid. 
Called  by  Ariftotle,  the  Emprefs  of 
the  Sea,  29.  Overwhelmed  by  the 
all-grafping  power  of  the  Romans, 
ibid.  The  greateft  part  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  barbaroufly  exterminated  by 
them,  ibid. 

Crim  Tartary,  a  country  defpicable  in  its 
prefent  condition,  but  capable  of  mak¬ 
ing  as  great  a  figure  as  any  in  the 
word,  10. 

Croft ,  lprings  there,  79. 

Cultivation ,  the  infallible  charaderiftic  of 
a  thriving  country,  the  ultimate  ob- 
jed  of  all  rational  policy,  and  the  ge¬ 
nuine  fource  of  permanent  felicity  to 
the  people  who  inhabit  it,  155. 

Cumner ,  in  Berkfiiire,  a  very  wholefome 
purging  fpring  there,  79. 

CurafOc 7,  ifland  of,  41.  A  remarkable 
proof  of  the  wifdom  of  the  Dutch  go¬ 
vernment  with  regard  to  it,  4-1. 

Cujloms,  the  Dutch, by  keeping  theirs  low, 
have  always  their  warehoufes  full  of 
goods,  and  manufadures  of  every 
kind,  15.  By  their  excifes  upon 
ftrangers  they  raife  immenfe  fums, 
ibid. 

Cyprusy  fadly  affeded  by  immenfe  rains 


and  droughts,  6g.  No  rain  there  for 
fix  and  thirty  years,  ibid. 

D. 

Dart ,  the  firft  mill  fet  up  on  that  river,, 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  for 
making  white  paper  by  a  German,, 
387.  The  firft  flitting  mill  which  was 
ever  ufed  for  making  iron  wire,  ered- 
ed  upon  the  fame  river  by  a  German,, 
and  alfo  the  firft  battery-mill  for  cop¬ 
per-plates,  ibid. 

Deal,  an  explanation  of  that  word,  as 
ufed  by  fome  Scotch  filhermen,  198. 

Dealy  the  great  conveniency  of  landing 
at  this  place, .of  infinite  benefit  to  it, 

392: 

Dee ,  river,  in  Scotland,  celebrated  from 
all  antiquity  for  breeding  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  excellent  falmon,  215.  The 
bridge  over  it  efteemed  a  work  of 
much  magnificence,  ibid. 

Derryy  city  of,  in  Ireland,  fome  account 
of  its  antiquity,  260.  Its  prefent  ftate, 
262.  Wonderfully  well  fituated,  ibid. 

Devcnjbirey  next  to  Yorkfhire,  the  large  ft 
county  in  England,  33 6.  Contains  as* 
much  land  as  forms  the  dominion  of 
the  republic  of  Genoa,  ibid.  Not 
inferior  to  all  the  Balearic  iflands, 
ibid.  Twice  the  fize  of  Algarve,  ibid. 

V— ' 

Its  beauty  in  confequence  of  its  fitu¬ 
ation,  and 'natural  advantages  pointed 
our,  ibid.  •  A  remarkable  method  of 
cultivation,  called  Devonfheering,  or 
Denfheering,  ibid.  This  county  to 
be  juftly  ftyled  ahch  and  pleafantone, 
ibid. 

Don,  river,  in  Scotland,  the  bridge  over 
it  of  a  fingle  arch,  fuftained  on  each 
fide  by  a  rock,  a  moft  noble  and  fur» 
prifing  piece  of  workmanfhip,  215* 

Dorfetjhirey  the  happinefs  of  its  fituation 
in  many  refpe&s,  348.  Highly  valu¬ 
able  for  its  downs,  349.  Confider- 
ably  larger  than  the  duchy  of  Man¬ 
tua  in  Italy,  ibid.  Nearly  equal  to  the 
Dutch  province  of  Guelderland,  ibid. 

Exactly- 
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Exactly  of  the  fame  fize  with  the  if- 
land  of  Madeira,  ibid. 

Stiver,  an  account  of  its  antiquity,  390. 
The  fortrefs  and  the  town  retain  their 
old  honours,  391. 

Drave ,  an  adventure  of  a  fingular  kind 
in  Scotland,  explained,  198. 

Drogheda ,  in  Ireland,  its  antiquity  and 
prefent  fituation*  254. 

Drcitwich ,  in  Worcefterfhire,  a  fuccin<fl 
account  of  the  fait  fprings  there,  78. 

Dublin ,  city  of,  its  antiquity  indifputable, 

251.  Certainly  chofen  by  the  Oilmen, 
a  northern  nation,  who  efteemed  it,  for 
the  fake  of  its  port,  ibid.  Reafons 
for  its  being  preferred  by  the  Englifh, 
when  that  part  of  Ireland  was  reduced 
under  their  power,  ibid.  Its  advan¬ 
tages  and  improvements  enumerated, 

252.  .An  account  of  its  harbour, 

253- 

Dumfries ,  the  chief  town  of  a  (hire  com* 
pofed  of  the  country  of  Nithfdale,  and 
the  ftewartryof  Annandale,  230.  More 
fheep  bred  in  this  (hire  than  in  any 
other  of  North  Britain,  ibid. 

Dun,  river,  near  Aire,  in  Scotland  ;  the 
bridge  over  it  of  a  fingle  arch,  ninety 
feet  in  length,  nor  inferior  to  the  fa¬ 
mous  Rialto  at  Venice,  229. 

Dunbar ,  in  Scotland,  the  herrings  there 
generally  etleemed  luperior  to  thofe 
caught  by  the  Dutoh,  419. 

Dundee,  a  royal  burgh  in  Scotland,  a 
view  of  its  former  and  prefent  fituation, 
203.  Stormed  in  the  year  1651,  after 
the  defeat  of  king  Charles  the  Second’s 
forces,  ibid.  The  heavieft  lofs  the 
trade  of  Scotland  ever  received,  ibid. 

E. 

Eajl  Chennock ,  in  SomerfetftfTre,  a  fait 
fpring  there,  about  twenty  miles  from 
the  fea,  76. 

Eglingham ,  in  Northumberland,  a  water 
there  of  an  atramentous  quality,  74. 

Egypt,  its  great  advantages  from  nature, 
4.  Its  additional  ones  from  art,  ibid. 


Efteemed  by  Alexander  the  Great  as 
the  richefl  jewel  in  his  crown,  ibid. 
Makes  a  fplendid  appearance  under 
the  government  of  Ptolemy  Philadel- 
phus,  ibid.  Becomes  the  ftaff of  the 
Roman  empire,  and  afterwards  of  the 
Greek,  ibid.  Fails  into  the  hands  of 
the  Saracens,  ibid.  Is  majeftic  in  its 
ruins,  ibid.  Its  extent,  ibid. 

Egyptians,  their  commerce  and  their  re¬ 
putation  extenfive,  5.  Their  laws  fc- 
vere,  but  excellently  framed,  ibid. 
Their  whole  police  admirable,  ibid. 

England,  memorable  inftance  of  longe¬ 
vity  in  feveral  counties,  47,  48.  Of 
fecundity,  48,  49.  Several  eminent 
men  in  literature  pointed  out,  50,  51. 
Springs  in  England  diftinguifhed  by 
remarkable  properties,  enumerated, 
73,  74.  Salt  fprings  in  feveral  coun¬ 
ties  fpecified,  76 — 78.  Medicinal 

fprings,  78—85.  Ba  ths,  91 — 100. 
Lakes,  102 — 104.  Parallel  between 
England  and  France  with  regard  to 
their  rivers,  135.  Four  Englifh  ri¬ 
vers  oppofed  to  four  French  ones,- 
136 — 140.  An  account  of  Englifh. 
rivers  and  ports,  which  may  be  placed 
in  oppofition  to  the  fix  great  rivers  in 
Spain,  140 — 154.  The  remainder  of 
the  rivers  on  the  weft  and  fouth  coafts, 
and  their  principal  ports,  enumerated, 
148—154. 

Enfon  St.  Thomas ,  lime  pits  there,  76. 

Ewelme ,  the  fprings  there  low  in  winter, 
remarkably  high  in  lummer,  73. 

Experience ,  fuperior  to  reafoning,  in  po¬ 
litical  inveftigations,  4. 

Eynard,  third  count  of  Orkney,  cele¬ 
brated  for  having  introduced  the  ufe 
of  turf,  6 44. 

F. 

Fafts,  the  evidence  of  them  affords  the 
founded  and  moft  imitable  inftrudtion, 

4- 

Fair  IJle,  description  of  it,  687. 

Fajhlon ,  abfurdity  of  its  dominion  over 

people, 
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people,  with  regard  to  their  health, 
102. 

Fen  of  Nobles,  rendered  famous  by  the 
noble  behaviour  of  Alfred  in  the  cna- 
radterof  a  legiQator,  333. 

Fens ,  as  well  as  morafles  and  bogs,  real 
evils,  128. 

'Fens,  in  Somerfetfhire,  the  draining  them 
recommended,  335. 

Fife ,  refledtions  upon  its  Situation,  202. 

Firth  of  Forth ,  deferibed,  196.  Parti¬ 
cular  account  of  the  herring  fifhery 
there,  197. 

Flemings ,  begin  to  alter  their  character 
from  the  time  of  the  fectlement  of  the 

1 

Normans  in  Britain,  12.  From  being 
ferocious  and  ungovernable,  they  be¬ 
come  civilized  and  commercial,  ibid. 
Their  national  advantages  pointed 
out,  ibid.  Grow  formidable  to  their 
neighbours,  in  confequence  of  their 
wealth,  refulting  from  their  induftry, 
ibid. 

Florence,  city  of,  has  not  at  this  time 
two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  that  were 
carried  off  by  a  plague  four  hundred 
years  ago,  without  leaving  it  defolate, 
10. 

Florus ,  what  he  fays  on  the  conquefl  of 
Crete  by  the  Romans,  29. 

Foula ,  ifland  of,  the  Thule  of  Tacitus, 
deferibed,  686. 

Fountains,  in  fcveral  parts  of  Europe, 
diftinguifhed  by  remarkable  proper¬ 
ties,  72 — 74. 

G. 

Gabian,  in  the  road  from  Montpelier  to 
Beziers,  remarkable  fprings  there,  74. 

Gades,  ifland  of,  now  Cadiz,  remarkable 
flux  and  reflux  there,  72. 

Galicia ,  a  fountain  there  remarkable  for 
its  ebbing  and  flowing  regularly  as 
the  fea  does,  though  feventy  leagues 
from  its  coafls,  72.  v 

Gombroon,  an  Arabian  port,  38. 

Genoa,  its  ancient  and  prefent  Hate  com-; 
pared,  to. 


Gips,  upon  the  Woulds  in  Yorkfhire — 
fprings  there  rife  feveral  yards  in 
height,  fall  into  the  dales,  and  forms 
a  little  river,  when  mofl  other  fprings 
are  dry,  73. 

Glafgow ,  a  particular  description  of  that 
celebrated  city,  with  an  account  of  its 
commercial  ftate,  222,  223,  224. 

Godolphin ,  fir  Francis ,  and  Tho.  Bufhel, 
efq.  permitted  by  king  Charles  I.  to 
fet  up  a  mint  at  Aberyftwyth,  184. 
They  coin  (hillings  and  half-crowns, 
marked  with  the  oftrich  feathers, 
which  is  the  device  of  the  prince  of 
Wales,  ibid. 

Gothland ,  ifland  of,  deferibed,  702. 

Governments ,  thofe  which  fpring  out  of 
diftrefs,and  are  gradually  compacted  by 
time,  more  able  to  defend  themfelves 
than  empires  eltablifhed  in  finer  fitu- 
ations,  and  with  more  rapidity,  3. 

Gracchi,  the  youngeft  of  them,  fends  a 
colony  of  fix  thoufand  men  to  raife  a 
new  Carthage  out  of  the  rubbifh  of 
the  old,  25. 

Grenoble ,  in  Dauphine,  a  fountain  there, 
the  waters  of  which  take  fire  and  burn, 

73- 

Grenville,  fir  John ,  honefily  *efufes  to- 
accept  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  from  the  Dutch  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  Scilly  iflands,  known  to 
them  by  the  name  of  the  Sterlings, 
484. 

Grew,  Dr.  Nehemiah,  his  aflertion  with 
with  regard  to  the  meafurement  of’ 
England,  47. 

Grils,  the  fmaller  kind  of  falmon,  fo  dif- 
tinguifhed  in  Scotland,  206. 

Guernfey ,  ifland  of,  its  fituation  and  ex¬ 
tent,  509.  The  nature  of  its  climate, 
foil,  and  produce,  510.  Divifion,  ha¬ 
ven,  town  of  St.  Peter,  and  Cornet 
caflle,  510,  51 1.  The  cufloms,  man¬ 
ners,  and  occupations  of  the  people, 
5 1'2»  5I3** 

Guitnne ,  a  remarkable  lake  near  the 
church  of  Sr.  John  D’Angeli  in  thac 
province,  which  has  little  or  no  water 
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in  winter,  but  a  large  quantity  in  fum- 
mer,  73. 

H. 

Haerlem ,  in  Holland,  the  excellence  of 
its  water  in  bleaching  of  linen  ac¬ 
counted  for,  629. 

Hatlwejion ,  two  efficacious  fprings  there, 
with  different  virtues,  79. 

Hampjhire ,  vineyards  firft  planted  in  this 
county,  362. 

Hannibal ,  enchanted  with  the  beauties  of 
Tufcany,  9. 

Hans-Towns ,  the  merchants  belonging  to 
them  conftderably  employ  the  labori¬ 
ous  Flemings,  13. 

Harris ,  Richard ,  introduces  apples  into 
Kent  from  Flanders  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  385. 

Hecatompolis ,  an  epithet  given  to  Crete, 
on  its  having  no  fewer  than  a  hundred 
well  built  and  populous  cities,  29. 

Hellath  IVen ,  ? 

Hellath  Du ,  £77* 

Helvetic  Body,  a  confederacy  of  the  molt 
perplexed  kind,  1 1. 

Herring-Fijhery,  a  curious  account  of  it 
in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  198. 

Holland ,  republic  of,  its  foundation,  13. 
Its  gradual  rife  to  riches  and  power, 
ibid.  Its  commodities  and  manufac¬ 
tures  enumerated,  14. 

Hollanders ,  advantages  arifing  from  their 
natural  fituation,  14.  Still  more  from 
their  labour,  1 5.  By  their  manners 
and  political  inflirutions,  ibid. 

Holy-wells ,  originating  from  cold  baths, 
by  the  refinement  of  religious  upon 
civil  policy,  90. 

Hot  baths ,  powerful  remedies  in  a  variety 
of  (tubborn  maladies,  95. 

Huns ,  people  flying  for  fhelter  from  an 
invafion  by  them,  the  founders  of  Ve¬ 
nice.,  35. 

I. 

James  III,  king  of  Scotland,  has  the  fo- 
vereignry  of  the  Orkney  and  Shetland 
ides  transferred  to  him,  in  confequence 


of  his  marriage  with  the  princefs  Mar¬ 
garet,  daughter  to  Chriftian  III.  king 
of  Denmark  and  Norway,  645.  Ob¬ 
tains  the  abfolute  poffefiion  by  the  vo¬ 
luntary  ceffion  of  Sinclair,  earl  of  Ork¬ 
ney,  646.  Prudently  ereCts  Kirkwall 
into  a  royal  burgh,  ibid. 

James  VJ.  king  of  Scotland,  creates  his 
uncle  Robert  Stuart,  earl  of  Orkney, 
648. 

Jerfey ,  an  account  of  its  fize,  form,  pro- 
dud,  pariffies,  and  force*,  towns,  ports, 
manufactures,  commerce,  number  and 
employment  of  its  inhabitants,  516— 

5I9* 

JeJfop's-well ,  in  Surry,  reckoned  fuperior 
for  its  purgative  water  to  any  other 
of  the  kind  that  has  been  difcovered 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  83. 

Indujlry ,  the  foundation  of  plants  in  the 
moll  unpromifing  climates,  3. 

Inning,  wrefting  land  from  the  fea,  the 
practice  of  it  introduced  by  the  Saxon 
clergy,  404.  Confequences  arifing 
from  fuch  encroachments  pointed  our, 
ibid.  Approved  by  the  archbiffiop  of 
Canterbury,  ibid. 

Infular fituation ,  its  fupreme  excellence, 
708.  Contains  completely  all  the 
advantages  that  can  accrue  to  a  coun¬ 
try,.  merely  from  its  pofltion,  ibid. 
Many  benefits  derived  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  an  ifland  from  its  unity,  ibid. 

I  danders  free  from  a  train  of  imper¬ 
fections  with  which  the  largeft  coun¬ 
try  on  a  continent  is  attended,  709. 
The  climate  of  an  ifland  generally 
mild  and  falubrious  from  the  vapours 
of  the  furrounding  fea,  ibid.  The 
foil  of  an  ifland  almoft  always  very  fer¬ 
tile,  in  coniequence  of  the  warmth  of 
their  circumambient  air,  and  frequent 
fhowers,  ibid.  The  fituation  of  an 
ifland  advantageous  from  its  acceffi- 
bility  on  every  fide,  ibid.  From  its 
having  the  molt  extenfive  and  the  moft 
efieCtual  frontier,  ibid.  This  frontier 
particularly  beneficial  to  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  by  contributing  largely  to  their 
fubfiftence,  ibid. 
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Invernefs,  formerly  the  refidence  of  the 
kings  of  Scotland,  the  great  import¬ 
ance  of  it  on  one  fide  of  the  river 
Nefte,  and  of  Inverlochy  on  the  other, 
212.  The  town  clean,  well  feated, 
and  tolerably  built,  ibid.  The  head 
of  a  large  county,  ibid.  More  money 
and  bufinefs  ftirring  there  than  can  be 
expected  in  fo  remote  a  part  of  the 
ifiand,  ibid.  The  country  in  his  vi¬ 
cinity  remarkably  well  cultivated,  ibid. 
The  foil  and  climate  clearly  fhewn  by 
its  produce  to  be  far  from  defpicable, 
ibid.  Its  falmon-fifhery  profitable, 
but  might  in  many  refpe&s  be  im¬ 
proved,  ibid.  Some  branches  of  the 
woollen  and  linen  manufacture  there, 
ibid.  A  great  proportion  of  inland  trade, 
in  confequence  of  their  excellent  mili¬ 
tary  roads,  ibid.  Twenty  creeks  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  port  of  Invernefs,  ibid. 
The  foreign  correfpondence,  however, 
not  extenfive,  ibid.  Confiderable  im¬ 
provements  ftill  making  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  ibid.  The  reafonable  hopes 
to  be  deduced  from  thofe  improve¬ 
ments,  ibid. 

Ireland ,  lefs  fubjedt  to  cold  than  other 
countries  in  the  fame  latitude,  63.  The 
opinions  of  feveral  ingenious  writers 
concerning  the  face  of  the  country,  the 
foil,  &c.  ibid.  Fountains  and  lochs 
remarkable  in  this  ifiand,  12 1 — 126. 
Very  great  natural  advantages  pofiefl- 
ed  by  it,  236.  Rendered  extremely 
commodious  to  its  inhabitants  by  its 
climate,  foil,  and  productions,  237. 
The  peculiar  happinefs  of  its  fituation, 
ibid.  Enjoys  an  eafy  and  fettled  trade 
with  all  the  ports  on  the  weft  coaft  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  iflands  depend¬ 
ing  upon  it,  ibid.  Commands  a  ge¬ 
neral  correfpondence  with  all  parts  of 
the  known  world,  ibid  Capable  of 
contributing  exceedingly  to  the  lup- 
port  of  the  Br'tifh  Empire  in  America, 
ibid  Its  inhabitants  encouraged  to 
improve  the  many  benefits  which  they 
Vol.  I. 


derive  from  their  fituation,  ibid.  The 
great  happinefs  of  Ireland,  in  the  dii- 
tribution  of  her  waters,  ibid.  Thefe 
waters  favourable  for  almoft  every  va¬ 
luable  purpole,  ibid.  Supplied  with 
numerous  harbours  by  her  bays  and 
inlets  into  the  fea,  ibid.  The  mod 
extenfive  foreign  commerce  carried  on 
by  thole  harbours,  ibid.  Happily  en¬ 
abled,  by  he r  rivers  and  lakes,  to  pro¬ 
cure  her  inhabitants  all  the  advantages 
which  naturally  arife  from  an  eafy 
communication  between  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  country,  ibid.  Fewer  coun¬ 
tries  abounding  with  fprings  or  run¬ 
ning  ftreams  than  Ireland,  238.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  them  highly  ferviceable  in  do- 
meftic  ufes,  and  for  all  the  purpofes 
of  hufbandry,  ibid.  Eafily  adapted 
alfo  to  machines,  ibid.  The  rivers  of 
Ireland  numerous,  ;i bid.  Several  of 
them  confiderable  in  point  of  fize,  ibid. 
Many  of  them  run  a  pretty  long  courfe, 
ibid.  Some  of  them  capable  of  bear¬ 
ing  even  large  boats  many  miles  above 
their  fall  into  the  fea,  ibid.  Naviga¬ 
ble  rivers,  like  thofe  of  the  Trent,  the 
Severn,  and  the  Thames,  not  to  be 
found  in  this  ifiand,  ibid.  The  large 
rivers  in  it  may  be  made  navigable,  in 
the  moft  extenfive  fenfe,  by  labour, 
attention,  and  money,  ibid.  Many 
rivers  in  Ireland  fpoiled  by  large  ftones, 
called  wears,  or  wiers,  239.  This 
impediment  being  a  natural  one,  not 
fo  eafily  to  be  removed,  ibid.  A  par¬ 
ticular  explanation  of  it,  ibid.  The 
moft  remarkable  rivers  in  Ireland  enu¬ 
merated,  239 — 264  The  moft  re¬ 
markable  bays  or  harbours  enumerat¬ 
ed,  431 — 448.  The  benefits  derived 
by  Ireland  from  the  ftrudture  of  her 
coafts,  not  confined  to  particular  parts, 
but  either  extended  by  nature,  or  may 
be  extended  by  wife  policy  to  every 
part,  44S. 

Jfles,  a  iuccindt  hiftory  of  thofe  which 
were  anciently  dependant  on  Norman- 
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dy,  with  a  detail  of  the  feveral  at¬ 
tempts  made  upon  them  bytheFrench, 
505—50 9- 

Italian  republics,  their  modern  compared 
with  their  ancient  (late,  io. 

Italy ,  the  garden  of  Europe,  an  afpira- 
tion  on  her  prefent  condition,  9.  Her 
grandeur,  in  confequence  of  her  liber- 
•  ty  ;  her  declenfion  in  confequence  of 
her  luxury,  pointed  out,  ibid. 

Judda ,  pofiefied  by  the  Turks,  a  port  of 
great  trade. 

Jura,  lflapd  of,  defcribed,  593 — 599. 


burgh  by  James  III.  king  of  Scots, 
646.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Orkney 
Ifles,  particular  the  udalmen,  or  free¬ 
holders,  permitted  to  retain  their  cuf- 
toms  and  privileges,  ibid.  Governed, 
during  that  and  the  fucceeding  reign, 
by  the  king’s  lieutenants,  ibid. 

Knar  ejb  or  ought  in  Yorkfhire,  a  dropping- 
well  there  of  a  petrifying  nature.  74. 
Many  admirable  fprings  there,  80. 
Better  known  at  prefent  by  the  name 
of  Harrowgate,  ibid. 

L. 


K. 

Kandaharr  city  and  principality  of,  ren¬ 
dered  rich  and  famous,  in  confequence 
of  its  being  made  the  centre  of  the 
Indian  commerce,  273.  Its  deftruc- 
tion  completed  by  Kouli  Kan,  ibid. 

Kent ,  a  noble  and  fruitful  country,  385.. 
A  copious  account  of  it,  385 — 406. 

Kent ,  people  of,  have  been  efpecially  con- 
fidered,  as  appears  from  their  claim  in 
our  armies,  and  from  the  naval  pri¬ 
vileges  granted  them,  384. 

Kin  fate,  defcribed,  239*  The  Angularity, 
of  its  fltuadon,  240.  A  very  fine  pro- 
fpe<5t  afforded  the  houfes  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  town,  from  their  being 
built  in  the  old  manner,  with  large 
balcony  windows,  ibid.  Two  well- 
built  villages  on  the  oppofite  fhore, 
ibid.  The  harbour  commodious,  and 
perfectly  fecure,  24U.  Large  enough 
to  contain  at  the  fame  time  the  Eng- 
lif-h  and  Dutch  Smyrna  fleets  lying  at 
anchor,  ibid.  A  royal  yard  eftablifhed, 
the  only  one  in  Ireland,  ibid.  The 
harbour  exceedingly  frequented  in 
time  of  war,  ibid.  The  inhabitants 
obliged,  by  their  leafes,  to  pay  dou¬ 
ble  rent  during  that  feafon,  ibid  The 
commerce  of  Kingfale,  from  its  proxi¬ 
mity  to  Cork,  far  from  being  confi- 
derable,  ibid. 

Kirk  waif  town  of,  erected  into  a  royal 
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Labrador ,  or  New  Britain,  more  cold, 
and  more  inhofpitablethan  Newfound¬ 
land,  65.  No  certainty  whether  -it  is 
inhabited,  or  only  vifired  in  the  fum- 
mer  by  the  Efkimaux,  ibid. 

Lakes ,  peculiar  properties  of  them  de¬ 
fcribed,  109.  A  plaufible  objection 
againft  their  being  confidered  as  blef- 
fings,.  anfwered,  127. 

Lambourney  in  Berkfhire,  remarkable 
fprings  there,  73. 

Lancajlery  the  county  palatine  of,  ftretches 
from  north  tofouth,  with  a  long  line 
of  fea-coaft,  very  ruddy  indented  by 
the  Irifh  fea,  317^  Its  divifion  into 
three  peninfulas,  ibid;  Its  advantages 
and  beauties  enumerated,  317,  323. 
Its  defedts  pointed  out,  ibid. 

Las  Cbarcas,  a  province  in  Peru,  a  foun¬ 
tain  there,  out  of  which  iffues  a  con- 
fiderable  current,  of  a  colour  almofb 
as  red  as  blood,  74, 

LawSt  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of. 
them,  the-fecret  fprings  which  kept 
the  great  machines  of  government  in 
Egypt,  and  which  now  keep  the  fame- 
machine  in  China  in  motion,  7.  , 

Layzvelf  near  Torbay,  its  remarkable- 
ebbing  and  flowing,  73. 

Lea ,  river,  its  navigation  flopped  by  the 
Danes  in  the  reign  of  Alfred,  174.. 
Reftored  within  fomething  more  than 
a  century,,  ibid.  With  equal  conve- 
-  niency. 
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niency  to  the  city  of  London  and  the 
county  of  Hertford,  ibid. 

Leamington ,  in  Warwickftiire,  a  fait  fpring 
there,  very  near  the  river  Leam,  76. 

Leghorn ,  a  defpicable  place,  and  unwhol- 
l'ome  from  its  fituation,  till  the  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany  difcerning  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  its  haven,  and  duly  weigh¬ 
ing  the  ftate  of  commerce  in  Italy, 
changes  the  face  of  things,  and  makes 
it  highly  ferviceable  to  him,  415. 

Leigh's -welly  l'o  called  from  a  memorable 
cure  received  by  a  gentleman  of  that 
name,  100. 

LbynLegid,  a  lake  in  Wales,  Angulari¬ 
ties  belonging  to  it  pointed  out,  105.  * 

Liffy ,  river,  its  rife,  progrefs,  and  varia¬ 
tions  defcribed,  25T. 

Liguria ,  naturally  the  poorefl  country  in 
Italy,  now  the  bed  cultivated,  10. 

Limerick ,  city  of,  one  of  the  principal 
marts,  and  ftrongeft:  places  in  Ireland, 
265.  Befieged  by  king  William  in 
perfon,  ibid.  The  inhabitants  oblige 
him  to  raife  the  fiege,  ibid.  Surren¬ 
der  to  general  Ginkle,  2 66.  The  pre- 
fent  date  of  the  commerce  of  Lime¬ 
rick,  ibid.  The  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  this  port  long  ago  fore- 
feen,  267.  Prevented  by  a  leries  cf 
intcdine  confufions,  ibid.  Referved 
for  our  times  to  be  at  length  fully 
accomplifhed,  ibid.  The  full  accom- 
plifnment  of  them  to  be  confidered  as 
more  beneficial  than  the  conqueft  of 
any  diftridt  in  Europe,  or  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  vaft  countries  in  remoter  parts 
of  the  world,  ibid. 

Linliguna ,  a  pool  in  water,  1  wallows  up 
the  water  of  the  flood-tides  as  long  as 
they  flow,  (without  being  apparently 
increafed  by  it)  and  on  their  begin¬ 
ning  to  ebb,  begins  to  rife,  and  ejeCts 
the  water  with  great  violence  on  all 
fides,  73. 

Liverpccle,  juft  coming  into  notice  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  166.  Its 
revival  occafioned  by  its  affording  a 
ftiort  and  eafy  pafiage  to  Ireland,  ibid. 
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Extraordinary  privileges  conferred  up¬ 
on  the  inhabitants,  in  confequence  of 
its  commodious  fituation,  ibid.  En¬ 
couragement  given  to  the  cultivation 
of  land,  and  the  raifing  manufactures 
in  Lancashire,  by  the  pacific  king 
James,  very  beneficial  to  this  new 
port,  167.  Rendered  ftill  more  flou- 
rifhing  by  the  long  rebellions  in  Ire¬ 
land,  ibid.  State  of  the  commerce  of 
Liverpoole  towards  the  end  of  the  laft 
century,  ibid.  Its  prcfent  fiourifhing 
commercial  ftate  defcribed,  ibid.  In 
confequence  of  a  good  navigable  river, 
with  a  port  at  the  -mouth  of  it, 
ibid. 

Loirey  the,  efteemed  the  largeft  river  in 
France,  136.  The  fource  of  this  river 
in  the  mountain  of  Gerbier  le  Joux, 
on  the  confines  of  the  Viverai.%  and 
Velaie,  136.  Running  through  leve- 
ral  generalities,  it  falls  into  the  fea  in 
Bretagne,  forty-five  miles  below 
Nantes,  which  is  its  principal  port,  ibid. 
Receives  fix  large,  and  leveral  final! 
rivers  in  its  courfe,  ibid.  Runs  in  a 
direCl  courfe  three,  and  by  his  wind¬ 
ings  and  turnings,  computedly,  about 
five  hundred  miles,  ibid.  Our  river 
Trent  oppofed  to  it,  ibid. 

Long  IJland ,  dcfcription  of  it,  616 — 6 24. 

Lough-Foyky  a  large  fialt-water  lake  in 
Ireland,  defcribed,  259. 

Lougb-Lene^  near  the  town  of  Killarney, 
in  the  county  of  Kerry,  the  moft  ce¬ 
lebrated  lake  in  Ireland,  124. 

Low  Countries ,  the  caufes  of  their  gran¬ 
deur  and  wealth  pointed  out,  12. 

Lowthery  fir  John,  his  improvement  of 
the  coal  mines  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Whitehaven,  of  confiderable  utility, 
313. 

- - ^  fir  Chrijlophery  his  intereft  and 

attention  of  great  fervice  to  White¬ 
haven,  3  1  3. 

- - - ,  fir  James ,  a  benefaClor  to  his 

county,  and  a  friend  to  his  country, 
316. 
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Lucca ,  its  populoufnefs,  in  confequence 
of  its  liberty,  though  the  fmalleft  of 
the  Italian  republics,  io. 

Lyme ,  Lyme  Regis ,  or  King’s  Lyme ,  in 
Dorfetfliire,  a  place  of  great  antiqui- 
ty,  351.  Salt  boiled  out  of  Tea-water 
there,  a  thoufand  years  ago,  ibid.  Hif- 
torical  anecdotes  relating  to  it  in  fe- 
veral  reigns,  ibid.  Its  fituation  de- 
fcribed,  ibid.  Its  appearance,  at  a 
diftance,  inviting  in  confequence  of  it, 
ibid.  Its  inhabitants  l’omewhat  in¬ 
commoded  bv  it,  ibid.  Its  former 
<  '  .  # 

and  its  prefent  importance  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  an  harbour  Angularly  advan¬ 
tageous,  ibid.  A  particular  defcrip- 
tion  of  that  harbour,  352. 

M. 

Magnus ,  St.  a  count  of  Orkney,  con- 
fidered  as  a  Chriftian  martyr,  644. 

Mallow ,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  the 
moft  celebrated  warm  waters  there, 
120. 

Malta ,  its  fuccefsful  oppofuion  to  the 
Turks  wholly  owing  in  a  manner  to 
its  infular  fituation,  34. 

Man ,  ljle  of \  different  names  of  this  if- 
land  given  it  by  ancient  authors, 
viz.  Julius  Caelar,  Tacitus,  Pliny, 
Pcclemy,  Orofius,  Beda,  Nennius,. 
Alured  of  Beverley,  524,  525.  The 
name  of  it  in  the  old  Britifh  language, 
525-  Clear  proofs  of  this  ifland,  being 
as  early  inhabited,  and  as'well  known 
to  the  reft  of  the  world,  as  either  Bri¬ 
tain  or  Ireland,  525.  The  few  par¬ 
ticulars  known  of  their  firft  line  of 
princes,  526.  The  hiftory  of  Man 
under  the  fecond  line  of  kings,  528. 
The  acquifition  of  this  ifland  by  God¬ 
dard  Crownan,  ibid.  The  fucceffion 
of  its  kings  and  lords  to  the  prefent 
times,  528 — 530.  The  fituation,  fize, 
and  exent  of  this  in  comparifon  of 
other  countries,  53.1,  532.  The  air, 
climate,  foil,  mountains,  and  rivulets, 
532.  The  minerals,  grain,  cattle,  fjjjwl, 


and  fifh,  533.  The  feveral  commo¬ 
dities  of  this  ifland,  533,  534.  The 
chief  towns  and  principal  harbours  in 
it,  534.  The  government  civil,  ec~ 
clefialtical,  and  military,  535 — 537. 
The  culloms  and  difpofitions  of  the 
people,  538.  Smuggling,  with  all 
the  mifchiefs  that  attend  that  perni¬ 
cious  pradlice,  introduced  by  the  wane 
of  improvements,  the  lofs  of  their 
commerce,  and  the  decline  of  their 
fifhery,  539.  The  feveral  laws  that 
have  been  made,  but  with  little  fuc- 
cefs,  in  order  to  prevent  the  contra¬ 
band  trade  from  thence  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  540,  541. 

Manchefler ,  though  a  place  of  much, 
note  for  variety  of  the  manufadlures, 
though  larger,  better  built,  and  more-, 
populous  than  many  cities,.,  not  fo 
much  as  a  corporation,  322: 

Marine  of  England,  the  (late  of  it  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  161.  The 
finking  difference  between  the  num¬ 
ber  of  feamen  and  fhips  in  her  reign 
and  in  the  prefent,  ibid. 

Marfac ,  in  Perigord,  a  fountain  there,, 
follows  the  tide  of  the  Garonne  at 
Bourdeaux,  72. 

Martin-Mser ,  a  lake  in  Lancafhire,  eight 
canoes  difeovered  at  the  bottom  of  it, 
103. 

Mary ,  queen  erf  Scots,  creates  James 
Hepburn,  earl  of  Bothwell,  duke  of 
Orkney,  in  confequence  of  her  un¬ 
happy  refolution  to  become  his  wife, 
648. 

Matlcck.,  the  virtues  of  its  waters  de- 
feribed,  10 

Maudfey ,.  near  Preflon  in  Lancafhire,  a 
Tpring  there,  the  virtues  of  which  are 
faid  to  have  been  difeovered  by  the 
obfervations  of  the  country-  people-on 
the  pigeons  reforting  thither,  81. 

Mauritius ,  Ifland  of,  particular  account 
of  it  from  its  firft  difcovery  by  the 
Portuguefe  in  the  fixteenth  century, 
to  its  occupation  by  the  French,  under 
the  name  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  3.8 — 
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40.  Amazingly  improved  by  the  fa- 
gacity,  a&ivity,  and  perfeverance  of 
of  Monfr.  de  la  Bourdonnaye  in  1735, 
40. 

Medicinal  fprings,  few  countries  in  Eu- 
.  rope  better  furnifhed  with  them  than 
the  Britifh  ifiands,  78.  The  uncom¬ 
mon  frequency  of  our  healing  fprings 
to  be  attributed  to  the  lixivious  qua¬ 
lity  of  our  rain  water,  ibid.  To  the 
variety  of  our  rich  foils,  ibid.  To  the 
inimitable  chemiftry  of  nature,  by 
which,  happily  impregnated,  they  be¬ 
come  moft  acceptable  remedies  to  the 
moft  tormenting  diftempers,  ibid. 
Some  of  the  molt  celebrated  ones  in 
England  enumerated,  79  —  86.  In 
Wales,  86 — 88.  In  Scotland,  1 10 — 
113.  In  Ireland,  117 — 119. 

Medway,  river,  inconveniences  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  from  the  continued  rife  of 
its  bed,  176.  To  be  prevented  by 
timely  remedies,  ibid.  To  be  pre¬ 
vented  with  greater  facility  than  re¬ 
moved,  ibid- 

Merioneth ,  the  firft  maritime  county  in 
North  Wales,  its  commercial  advan¬ 
tages,  manufactures,  &c.  pointed  out, 
185.  All  the  neceflaries  of  life  here 
in  the  greateft  plenty,  ibid. 

Middleton ,  fir  Hugh ,  farms  the  mines- at 
Confumblock,  from  the  fociety  for 
royal  mines,  for  an  annual  rent  of 
four  hundred  pounds,  184.  Is  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  make  two  thoufand 
pounds  a  month,  and  acquires  by  his 
mines,  in  that  time,  the  greateft  part 
of  that  vaft  wealth  which  he  buried 
in  the  project  for  bringing  the  New 
River  to  London,  ibid. 

Milford  Haven ,  commonly  allowed  to  be 
the  moft  capacious,  commodious,  and 
fecure  port  in  the  Britifh  iilands,  180. 
Many  harbours  in  this  fingular  and 
wonderful  place  out  of  repair,  ibid. 
Thole  harbours  enumerated,  ibid.  A 
view  of  the  advantages  to  be  expefted 
from  a  proper  attention  to  its  improve¬ 
ments,  416.  Advantages  which  would 


X- 

be  foon  felt  to  the  honour  of  a  rich 
country,  and  the  emolument  of  its 
hofpitable  inhabitants,  ibid. 

Mine-works ,  thofe  lying  on  the  fea-fide 
preferable,  on  many  accounts,  to  thofe 
in  the  inland  parts  of  a  country,  187. 

Minho ,  the,  rifes  in  Galicia,  142.  Di¬ 
vides  that  kingdom  from  Portugal, 
ibid,  falls  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  a. 
little  below  the  fmall  city  of  Tuy,a 
without  making  any  confiderable  port,, 
ibid.- 

Minos ,  fon  of  Jupiter  and  Europa,  go¬ 
verns  Crete,  after  he  had  fubdued  it, 
with  the  greateft  political  wifdom,  28 

Mocha ,  in  confequence  of  its  being  the 
ftaple  of  the  coffee-trade,  ftill  a  place 
of  great  refort,  23. 

Moffat ,  in  the  (bore  of  Annandale,  North- 
Britain,  a  fpring  there,  celebrated  for 
medicinal  ufes,  74. 

Mohammed  roufes  the  fleeping  fpirit  of 
his  countrymen  to  conqueft,  23. 

Mona ,  now  Anglefea,  the  original  feat 
of  the  Druids,  an  account  of  the  fin¬ 
gular  changes  it  has  undergone,  490 
— 495*  The  happy  pofition,  admirable 
fertility,  and  other  natural  benefits  of 
this  remarkable  ifiand,  495 — 497.  Paft 
and  prelent  condition  of  it  in  reference 
to  agriculture,  manufactures,  and 
commerce,  497 — 499. 

Morton ,  the  grant  of  the  Orkney  ifiand-f, 
by  way  of  mortgage,  to  that  noble 
family,  649.  The  grant  reduced,  and 
the  illes  re-annexed  to  the  crown  by 
a 61  of  parliament,  ibid.  Diffolved  b.y 
another  a£t»  and  again  granted  to  the 
houfe  of  Morton,  650. 

Mofcow ,  its  lituation  defcribed,  60.  Its 
climate  compared  with  that  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  ibid.  The  feverity  of  it  fpe- 
cified,  and  accounted  for,  ibid. 

Mountains ,  of  no  confideration,  though 
pregnant  with  the  richeft  mineral  trea¬ 
sures,  if  there  are  no  rivers  near  them, 

1 56.  Remain  unwrought  and  difre— 
garded,  ibid. 


Mulberry- 
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Mulberry-tree,  the  introdu&ion  of  the 
white  mulberry-tree  into  Hampfhire 
ftrongly  recommended,  362.  Various 
realons  produced  in  favour  of  its  being 
planted  there  to  drengthen  the  recom¬ 
mendation,  363 — 365.  An  objection 
with  regard  to  the  dilcouragement  of 
our  colonies  anfwered,  ibid. 

Mull ,  ifland  of,  defcribed,  599 — 6  >7. 

Murray  Firth,  in  Scotland,  remarks  on 
it,  efpecially  with  regard  to  its  fi fine¬ 
ries,  213.  This  fifhery  deferving  of 
public  notice  and  encouragement  for 
many  reafons,  ibid. 

N. 

Namptzvich,  a  noble  fpring  there,  not 
far  from  the  river  Weaver,  rich  enough 
to  yield  one  fixth  part  of  pure  white 
lair,  76. 

Nature,  the  advantages  we  receive  from 
it  not  fo  liable  to  the  viciffitudes  of 
time,  as  the  benefits  we  receive  from 
art,  1 68.  Her  gifts  permanent,  and 
refill  furprifingly  the  word  ufage, 

1  87. 

Navigable  rivers,  the  fources  of  power 
and  plenty,  134. 

Nebuchadnezzar ,  the  old  city  of  Tyre 
lacked  by  him,  29. 

Neville-Holt ,  in  Leicefterlhire,  a  fpring 
there,  fuppofed  to  be  the  only  one  of 
the  kind  in  Britain,  82.  Accidentally 
difcovered  by  a  farmer,  in  the  year 
1728,  ibid. 

Newcajtle  upon  Fyne,  derivation  of  its 
name,  162.  A  particular  account  of 
its  increafing  confequence  during  fe- 
veral  reigns,  ibid.  And  commercial 
improvements,  ibid.  The  difcovery 
of  coal-mines  in  its  neighbourhood,  a 
new  accefiion  of  wealth,  ibid.  It  alfo 
turns  to  the  benefit  of  the  crown,  and 
procures  the  inhabitants  frefb  privi¬ 
leges,  ibid.  They  are  made  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  county  of  Northum¬ 
berland  by  Henry  VI.  ibid.  New- 
caftle  flourilhes  more  than  ever,  after 


the  accefiion  of  king  James  the  Firft 
to  the  crown  of  England,  ibid.  The 
effedts  of  the  civil  war  ftill  felt  by  it, 

1 63. 

Ncwjcundland,  the  feverity  of  its  cold  in 
winter,  and  its  excefilve  heats  in  fu tu¬ 
rner,  though  lying,  for  the  moll  part, 
in  a  lower  latitude  than  Britain,  phi¬ 
losophically  accounted  for,  to  fir  Fran¬ 
cis  Bacon,  by  a  perfon  who  had  car¬ 
ried  over  fettlers,  165. 

Newry ,  in  Ireland,  the  canal  of,  a  noble 
work,  127. 

Nezvton ,  in  Glamorganfhire,  a  curious 
fpring  there,  72. 

Nile,  the  annual  overflowing  of  it,  a 
confiderabie  bldTing,  4.  They  might 
have  been  a  curfe  if  the  rulers  of 
Egypt  had  been  lefs  lagacious,  or  the 
people  lefs  obedient,  ibid. 

Norfolk,  confidered  at  this  day  as  one  of 
the  bed  cultivated  counties  in  the 
kingdom,  284.  Eftates  faid  to  have 
been  more  than  doubled  by  mere  dint 
of  judicious  cultivation,  within  me¬ 
mory,  ibid.  The  lands  in  this  coun¬ 
ty  greatly  increafed  in  their  value  dur¬ 
ing  that  time,  ibid.  The  inhabitants 
equally  fuccefsful  with  their  manufac¬ 
tures  and  herring-fifliery,  ibid.  The 
little  care  taken  of  the  extenflve  Nor¬ 
folk  coaft,  irreconcileable  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  maxims  of  policy,  and  to  the 
particular  fpirit  of  improvement  by 
which  the  people  of  Norfolk  are  fo 
much  diftinguifhed,  ibid. 

North  Britain,  plentifully  and  agreeably 
fupplied  with  water,  no.  An  ac¬ 
count  of  the  medicinal  and  mineral 
fountains  there  mod  in  repute  for  their 
ianative  virtues,  1 10 — 1 13.  The  lochs 
in  North  Britain  enumerated,  114— 
1 1 6.  Navigable  rivers  and  ports  in 
North  Britain  enumerated,  194—236. 
A  furvey  of  the  inlets,  ports,  and  har¬ 
bours,  in  North  Britain,  and  the  im¬ 
provements  pointed  out  of  which 
they  are  capable  from  their  fituation, 
418—430. 
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Olive-trees ,  the  cultivation  of  them  in 
Hampfhire  recommended,  361.  The 
cultivation  of  them  more  practicable 
than  is  generally  apprehended,  ibid. 
Orkney ,  iflands  of,  certainly  inhabited  in 
the  earlieft  times,  640.  Vifited  by  the 
Phoenicians,  ibid.  An  extract  from 
a  large  work  preferved  concerning 
them,  executed  in  a  curious  manner, 
by  which  it  plainly  appears,  that  the 
people  of  Tyre  were  acquainted  with 
thefe  iflands,  ibid.  Suppofed  by  fome 
hiftorians  to  have  been  inhabited  in 
ancient  times  by  Pidts,  ibid.  Certain¬ 
ly  fubdued  by  the  Romans,  64.1.  Rea- 
fons  for  imagining  that  the  Papi,  or 
Papte,  and  the  Peti  were  the  original 
inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands,  642.  The 
conquefts,  and  in  a  great  mealure  the 
extirpation  of  them  by  the  Norwe¬ 
gians,  643..  EreCted  into  a  county, 
dependent  on  the  crown  of  Norway, 
ibid.  Einar,  or  Eynard,  their  third 
count  celebrated  for  having  introduced 
the  ufe  of  turf,  644.  Magnus,  a  count 
of  Orkney,  in  confequence  of  having 
been  barbaroufly  murdered  by  his 
coufln,  confidered  as  a  Cbriftian  mar¬ 
tyr,  ibid.  The  people  of  thefe  ifles 
remain  feveral  ages  under  a  long  fuc- 
ceffion  of  Norwegian  earls,  in  an  eafy 
fltuation,  being  governed  in  an  equit¬ 
able  manner,  ibid..  The  government 
of  them  transferred  from  Norway  to 
Scotland,  645.  The  fovereignty  of 
the  Orkney  ifles  transferred  to  James 
HI.  king  of  Scots,  in  confequence  of 
his  marriage  with  a  daughter  to  the 
king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  who 
obtains  the  abfolute  pofleihon  of  them 
by  the  voluntary  cefiion  of  Sinclair, 
earl  of  Orkney,  646-  Remarkable 
behaviour  of  Hr  James  Sinclair,  647. 
The  town  of  Kirkwall  ere&ed  into  a 
royal  borough,  by  James  V.  ibid. 


Earl  of  Bothwell  created  duke  of  Ork¬ 
ney  by  queen  Mary,  648.  Robert 
Stuart  raifed  to  that  dignity  by  his 
nephew  James  VI.  ibid.  His  fon  Pa¬ 
trick,  earl  of  Orkney,  beheaded,  ibid. 
The  royal  revenue  of  thefe  iflands  let 
to  farm,  649.  Grant  of  them,  by  way 
of  mortgage,  to  the  noble  family  of 
Morton,  ibid.  That  grant  reduced, 
and  the  ifles  re-annexed  to  the  crown 
by  aft  of  parliament,  ibid.  A  frefh 
diflblution  procured  in  favour  of  the 
houfe  of  Morton,  650.  This  mort¬ 
gage  declared  irredeemable  by  act  of 
parliament,  ibid.  Account  of  the 
bifhoprick  and  its  revenues,  651,  652. 
The  number  of  the  fouthern  ifles,  and 
a  defeription  of  the  molt  remarkable 
amongft  them,  with  the  like  enumera¬ 
tion  and  defeription  of  the  northern 
ifles,  6 5  3^ —  662.  A  general  idea  of 
the  importance  of  thefe  ifles  from  their 
extent  of  territory,  from  their  difpo- 
fition  and  fltuation,  662 — 664.  The 
probability  of  their  being  rendered  of 
much  greater  confequence  if  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were  properly  encouraged,  662. 
Particulars  relating  to  their  climate,. 
665.  Soil,  666.  Produce,  667.  The 
fltuation  of  the  Orkneys  very  favour¬ 
able  to  the  fifliery,  668.  An  account 
of  the  tempers,  manners,  tuftoms, 
and  employments  of  the  inhabitants, 
66q.  Their  commerce,  circumftances,. 
and  other  particulars,  671.  Several 
means  propofed  for  rendering  thefe 
people  more  ufeful  to  themfelves,  and 
to  the  empire  of  Great  Britain,  6/2 — - 
676. 

Ormus ,  ifland  of,  its  extent,  37.  Its 
difagreeable  fltuation,  its  commercial 
confequence,  ibid. 

-  city  of,  torn  from  the  Arabians 

by  the  Portuguefe,  and  by  them  con- 
fiderably  improved,  ibid.  Founded 
in  the  fourteenth  century,  38.  De~ 
flroyed  in  the  feventeenth,  ibid. 

Of.risy  or  Bacchus,  the  expedition  of,. 

into* 
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into  the  Indies,  one  of  the  darkeft 
points  of  the  Egyptian  hiftory,  3. 

Oitfe ,  the,  in  Oxfordfnire,  its  rife  and 
progrefs  delcribed,  138.  The  entire 
courfe  of  this  river  about  one  hundred 
miles,  ibid. 

P. 

N 

Pcmbrokejhire ,  held  on  good  grounds  to 
be  the  cradle  of  our  woollen  manu¬ 
facture,  179.  Its  many  valuable  com¬ 
modities  dcfcribed,  181. 

Perfection,  to  be  aimed  at,  though  un¬ 
attainable,  f . 

Peru,  the  land  on  the  coaft  of  it,  fup- 
plied  (as  it  does  not  rain  at  all  there, 
in  conlequence  of  its  climate  and  fi- 
tuation),  with  moifture  by  dews,  70. 

Peter  the  Great,  czar  of  Mufcovy,  a  me¬ 
morable  laying  of  his,  21. 

Phoenicia ,  a  geographical  defeription  of 
it,  23  Its  inhabitants  celebrated  by 
the  Greeks  as  the  inventors,  at  lealt 
the  great  improvers  of  every  art  and 
lcience,  ibid. 

Pitchford ,  a  village  in  Shropfhire,  a  very 
remarkable  fpring  there,  74. 

Political  reflections  on  the  great  objeCt  of 
true  policy,  I — 4.  On  the  refem- 
blance  in  the  principles  of  govern¬ 
ment  between  the  Egyptians  and  the 
Chinefe,  7.  On  the  great  changes 
produced  in  Spain  by  the  dilcovery 
of  America,  8.  On  the  prefent  ftate 
of  Italy,  10.  On  the  Dutch  republic, 
15.  On  the  ule  of  hiftorical  repre- 
fentations,  16.  On  the  fuperiority  of 
genuine  policy  to  intrigue,  17.  On 
the  intereil  and  duty  of  members 
of  a  free  Hate,  44.  On  the  feveral 
advantages  arifing  from  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  our  climate,  51.  On 
the  caution  with  which  geographical 
diftinClions  of  climates  are  to  be  re¬ 
ceived,  60.  On  the  impoflibility  of 
enjoying  the  benefits  in  our  pofleffion 
in  another  fituanon,  66,  67.  On  the 


peculiar  felicity  of  Great  Britain  in  a 
copious  diftribution  of  excellent  water, 
68.  On  the  frequency  of  fprings  in 
this  ifland,  72.  On  the  utility  of  a 
copious  diflribution  of  waters,  132, 
133.  On  the  numerous  benefits  arif¬ 
ing  from  navigable  rivers,  134,  135. 
On  the  advantages  which  we  derive 
from  ours,  155 — 160.  On  the  im¬ 
provements  which  may  be  made  in 
our  rivers  advantageous  to  our  com¬ 
merce,  175.  On  the  natural  advan¬ 
tages  and  vaft  importance  of  Ireland, 
267  —  271.  On  the  various  beneficial 
coofequences  arifing  to  the  Britifh  do¬ 
minions  from  the  large  extent  and 
peculiar  figure  of  their  coafts,  272, 
273.  On  the  form  of  a  coaft,  274. 
On  the  excellence  of  the  coaft  of  Great 
Britain,  with  regard  to  its  form  as  well 
as  fize,  ibid.  On  the  conveniences  and 
defedts  of  the  ports  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
South  Britain,  276 — 308.  On  the 
immenfe  benefits  daily  refulting  from 
the  coal-trade,  308 — 310.  On  the 

great  utility  of  fpirit  and  perfeverance 
in  making  national  improvements, 
311,312.  On  the  improvements  of 
which  the  ports  and  harbours  in  North 
Britain  are  capable  from  their  fixa¬ 
tion,  418 — 430.  On  the  prefent  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  coafts  of  Ireland,  and 
the  much  greater  advantages  which 
might  be  drawn  from  them,  531  — 
448.  On  the  advantages  arifing  from 
the  feveral  iflands  fcattered  round  Bri¬ 
tain,  451,  On  the  great  importance 
of  the  Scilly  iflands,  482,  483.  On 
their  little  confcquence  at  preient,  486. 
On  the  numerous  benefits  which  might 
be  derived  from  them,  486 — 488. 
On  the  pad  and  prefent  condition  of 
the  Ifle  of  An g left v,  with  regard  to 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com¬ 
merce,  496,  497.  On  the  improve¬ 
ments  ot  which  it  is  capable,  512 — 
514.  On  the  caufes  to  which  the 
iflands,  that  were  anciently  dependent 
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on  Normandy,  owe  their  extraordi¬ 
nary  population,  522.  On  the  infi¬ 
nite  importance  of  thefe  iflands  to  Bri¬ 
tain,  ibid.  On  the  prefent  (late  of 
the  I  fie  of  Man,  and  its  inhabitants, 
541 — 544.  On  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Weftern  Ifles  dependent  on  North 
Britain,  625 — 63 8.  On  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands 
of  Orkney  from  their  extent  of  terri¬ 
tory,  difpofition,  and  fituation,  662 — 
664.  On  the  improvements  which 
might  be  made  in  them  greatly  to 
their  own  advantage,  as  well  as  to  that 
of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain,  672 — 
676.  On  the  caufes  which  have  con- 
fpired  to  render  the  iflands  of  Shet¬ 
land  fo  little  known,  678.  On  the 
ftupendous  advantages  which  might 
be  derived  from  the  improvement, 
even  on  the  remoteft  Britifh  iflands, 
699 — 701.  On  the  principal  end  of 
a  political  furvey  of  any  country, 

7°5* 

Poole ,  fome  miflakes  in  hiftory  of  this 
port  removed,  354.  Known  to  the 
Saxons  by  the  name  of  Fromouth, 
ibid.  Ancient  hiftory  of  it  from  the 
eleventh  century,  354 — 357.  Its  fi¬ 
tuation  defcribed,  ibid.  The  parifji- 
church  a  royal  peculiar,  ibid.  Its 
quay  convenient,  ibid.  Fifh  furnifh- 
ed  in  abundance  by  the  bay,  ibid. 
Theoyfters  particularly  excellent,  ibid. 
The  oyfter-fifhery,  taken  in  all  its 
branches,  a  confiderable  one,  in  point 
of  extent  and  profit,  ibid.  Benefits 
to  be  reaped  by  the  inhabitants,  from 
perfons  coming  to  bathe  in  the  falt- 
waters,  ibid.  The  Newfoundland- 
fifhery  the  principal  branch  of  their 
foreign  commerce,  358.  This  trade 
not  more  profitable  to  thofe  concern¬ 
ed  than  beneficial  in  general  to  the 
kingdom,  ibid.  The  convenient  fi¬ 
tuation  of  Poole  for  its  Carolina  trade, 

•  ibid.  Account  of  the  trade  to  other 
places,  ibid. 

Vol,  I. 


Pcrpoife ,  the  fkin  of  it  made  into  leather 
by  the  French  in  North  America, 
capable,  though  very  thin  and  fupple, 
of  refilling  a  piftol-ball,  630. 

Ports ,  a  view  of  the  principal  ones  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  South  Britain,  their 
hiftory,  with  occafional  observations 
on  their  conveniences  and  defedts,  27^ 
— 318.  See  Coafts . 

Portsmouth ,  town  of,  fuppofed  to  receive 
its  name  from  Port,  a  famous  Saxon 
chieftain,  who  landed  there,  A.  D. 
501,  with  his  two  ions,  367.  The 
figure  it  made  confiderable  in  the  time 
of  the  Saxons,  ibid.  Is  highly  fa¬ 
voured,  from  the  utility  of  its  fitua¬ 
tion,  by  all  the  monarchs  of  the  Nor¬ 
man  line,  ibid.  Is  incorporated,  and 
becomes  a  parliamentary  borough, 
ibid.  Is  in  a  very  flourifhing  flate  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  ibid. 

Is  burnt  by  the  French  in  the  fame 
reign,  ibid.  The  inhabitants,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  event,  receive  parti¬ 
cular  indulgences  for  ten  years,  ibid. 
Recover  themfelves  during  that  time 
fufficiently  to  equip  a  fquadron,  ibid. 
They  fail  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  ' 
Seine,  and  bring  away  a  great  booty, 
ibid.  The  fingular  excellence  of  the 
port  of  this  town,  ibid.  The  conve¬ 
nience  of  fitting  out  fleets  from  hence 
in  a  French  war,  induced  Edward  the 
Fourth  to  think  of  fortifying  it,  ibid. 
The  fortifications  farther  carried  on 
by  Richard  the  Third,  ibid.  A  gar- 
rifon  firfl  fettled  by  king  Flenry  the 
Seventh,  ibid.  The  place  ftrengthen- 
ed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and  a  great  dock  made  there  by  him, 
ibid.  The  largeft  fhip  in  the  navy 
of  his  time  built  there,  ibid.  South 
Sea  caflle  built  by  the  fame  monarch, 
for  the  fecurity  of  this  maritime  place, 
368.  The  improvements  made  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  fuperior  to 
all  thefe,  ibid.  Great  alterations  di¬ 
rected  by  Charles  the  Second,  ibid. 
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The  works  executed  in  his,  and  aug¬ 
mented  in  his  brother’s  reign,  ibid. 
New  alterations  and  additions  ordered 
by  king  William,  ibid.  The  fortifi¬ 
cations  extended  by  fucceeding  princes, 
ibid.  The  great  importance  of  Portf- 
mouth,  ibid.  Its  haven  examined  by 
the  charafteriftics  of  a  perfect  har¬ 
bour,  laid  down  by  the  ableft  writers 
on  naval  affairs,  36 8 — 370. 

Ptolemy  Philadelphus ,  governs  Egypt 
with  the  greateff  magnificence,  5. 
Leaves  a  prodigious  fum  in  his  coffers 
at  his  deceafe,  ibid. 

Qi 

Queen's  Camel ,  in  Somerfetfhire,  a  very 
remarkable  fpring  there,  82. 

R. 

Renfrew ,  an  ancient  royal  burgh  of  Scot¬ 
land,  its  fituation  well  adapted  to 
trade  •,  has  a  very  convenient  har¬ 
bour  ;  and  its  inhabitants  carry  on  a 
trade  with  Ireland,  224. 

Rhodes ,  its  infular  advantages,  31.  The 
nature  of  its  government,  and  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  its  inhabitants,  with  their 
manners  defcribed,  32.  The  fiege  of 
it  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  in  an¬ 
cient  hiftory,  33.  The  duration  of  it 
long,  -  and  the  conclufion  of  it  honour¬ 
able  to  its  inhabitants,  ibid. 

Rhodians ,  their  activity  and  power  un- 
queftionable  from  their  tranfaftions 
with  other  nations,  32.  Send  forces 
to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  ibid.  Make  a 
confiderable  figure  in  the  Peloponne- 
fian  war  againft  Xerxes,  ibid.  Side 
afterwards  with  the  Macedonians,  ibid. 
Court  Alexander,  ibid.  Unite  them- 
felves  to  Ptolemy,  33.  Stand  the 
fhock  of  Anticchus’s  rcfentment,  ibid. 
Are  befieged  by  his  fon  Demetrius, 
in  the  moft  vigorous  manner,  ibid. 
Charm  him  with  their  fpirit  and  in¬ 


trepidity,  and  convert  him  into  a 
friend,  ibid.  Become  the  moft  faith¬ 
ful,  and  the  moft  confidered  amongft 
the  allies  of  Rome,  ibid.  Ruined  by 
thinking  too  highly  of  themfelves,  and 
of  their  power,  ibid.  Retain  their 
liberty  till  the  reign  of  Vefpafian,  ibid. 
Become  a  Roman  province,  ibid.  The 
fpirited  defence  of  the  knights' of  St. 
John  at  Rhodes  againft  the  whole  force 
of  the  Ottoman  empire,  ibid. 

Rhone ,  the,  reputed  the  moft  rapid  river 
in  France,  137.  Rifes  without  the 
bounds  of  that  kingdom,  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Valais,  connected  by  alliance 
with  the  Swifs,  ibid.  Having  paffed 
through  the  lake  of  Geneva,  it  at 
length,  after  rolling  over  a  precipice, 
by  which  it  feems  diffipated  into  a 
mift,  enters  France,  ibid.  Having 
wafhed  the  city  of  Lyons,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  the  gentle  Soane  within  its  banks, 
it  continues  its  progrefs  through  Pro¬ 
vence,  ibid.  Its  farther  progrefs  de¬ 
fcribed,  ibid.  It  runs  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  miles  in  France,  ibid. 
The  navigation  hazardous  with  (light 
boats,  ibid.  Our  river  Tyne  fet  againft 
it,  ibid. 

Rivers ,  navigable  ones,  the  fources  of 
power  and  plenty,  134.  Domeftic 
trade  fuftained  by  them,  ibid.  Foreign 
commerce  promoted  by  them,  ibid. 
Rivers  in  France  and  England  com¬ 
pared,  136 — 140.  Six  great  rivers 

in  Spain  defcribed,  141,  142.  An  ac¬ 
count  of  Englifh  rivers  and  ports 
which  in  point  of  improvement,  navi¬ 
gation,  and  commerce  may  be  op- 
pofed  to  them,  143 — 154.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  rivers  on  the  weft  and 
fouth  coafts  of  this  ifland,  and  their 
principal  ports  enumerated,  16 1  — 176. 
A  detail  of  rivers  and  havens  in  the 
principality  of  Wales,  177 — 188.  The 
navigable  rivers,  and  the  ports  which 
they  afford  in  North  Britain  briefly 
Hated  and  confidered,  194 — 235.  The 
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fame  fubjed  with  refpect  to  Ireland 
fuccintftly  reprefented,  236 — 2 66. 

Rofs,  Towny  commonly  called  New  Rofs, 
in  the  county  of  Wexford,  upon  the 
river  Barrow,  a  very  rich  and  thriving 
place,  249.  Its  inland  trade  great, 
ibid.  Its  commerce  not  defpicable, 
ibid.  Its  port  exempt  from  the  ju* 
rifdidtion  of  Waterford,  ibid. 

Ruffia ,  the  difcovery  of  it,  probably,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  difcovery  of  America, 
21.  This  conje&ure  ftrengthened  by 
hiftorical  proofs,  ibid. 

Ruffians,  the  great  change  brought  about 
in  their  manners  by  political  cultiva¬ 
tion,  19.  Their  laws,  circumfcrip- 
tion,  and  confinement  accounted  for, 
21.  Obliged  to  the  Englifh  for  the 
figure  they  have  fince  made,  ibid. 

S. 

Salty  extracted  from  fea-fand,  by  the 
exertion  of  uncommon  parts  and  pa¬ 
tience  in  the  old  Britons,  320. 

Salt-firings ,  in  feveral  counties  in  Eng¬ 
land,  76,  77.  Immenfe  quantities  of 
fait  drawn  from  the  celebrated  Wiches 
in  Chefhfre,  76.  A  fuccindt  account 
of  the  fait  lprings  at  Droitwich  in 
Wprcefterfhire,  78. 

Salt-water-haughy  near  Butterby,  in  the 
bifhoprick  of  Durham,  a  multitude  of 
fait  fprings  there,  which  rife  in  the 
midft  of  the  river  Weare,  for  the  lpace 
of  about  forty  yards  in  length,  and  ten 
in  breadth,  76. 

Sandwichy  a  manufactory  of  flannel,  fet¬ 
tled  there  by  the  Walloons,  driven  hi¬ 
ther  by  the  duke  of  Alva’s  periecu- 
tion,  386.  Particular  account  of  it, 
392—399. 

Sarke ,  ifland  of,  a  view  of  it,  515.  Its 
grant  to  Hellier  de  Carteret,  516.  Its 
prelent  ftate,  ibid. 

Schuylembergy  count,  difcovers  grc^t  in¬ 
trepidity  and  military  fkill  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Corfu  againft  the  Turks,  34. 


Scilly  Iflands,  firft  called  Caffiterides,  or 
the  Tin  Ifles,  from  their  being  rich  in 
that  metal,  470.  Accounts  of  them  by 
feveral  ancient  authors,  470 — 474. 
Defcription  of  them,  475 — 478.  Pro¬ 
duce  of  them,  479.  A  view  of  their 
harbours,  ibid.  The  inhabitants  de- 
Icribed,  480.  The  great  importance 
of  thefe  iflands  arifing  from  their  ad¬ 
vantageous  fituation,  482.  That 
importance  ftill  more  confpicuous  in 
time  of  war,  483.  Thele  iflands  of 
very  little  ufe  to  Britain  at  prefent,  48 6. 

Sedgmorey  a  difcredit  to  the  county  of 
bomerfet,  331.  Several  moors  conti¬ 
guous  to  it  equally  difgraceful,  ibid. 

Seine y  the,  has  its  fource  a  little  above 
Chanceaux  in  Burgundy,  138.  Fades 
through  feveral  generalities,  139.  Be¬ 
gins  to  be  navigable  at  Troyes,  the 
capital  of  Champagne,  ibid.  Receives 
feveral  rivers  in  its  courfe,  fome  of 
them  not  inferior  in  their  ftreams  to 
its  own,  ibid.  Pafles  through  the 
midft  of  the  capital  of  France,  ibid. 
Makes  a  moft  noble  and  majeftic  fi¬ 
gure  at  Rouen,  ibid.  Proceeds  to 
Havre  de  Grace,  ibid.  "Enters  the  fea 
between  this  place  and  Honfleur,  mak¬ 
ing  an  opening  at  leaft  of  nine  miles 
in  breadth,  ibid.  Its  entire  courfe  com¬ 
puted  at  two  hundred  and  forty  miles, 
ibid.  Our  Thames  the  fitted  river  in 
Britain  to  (land  in  competition  with  it, 
ibid.  See  Thames. 

Severny  river,  a  remarkable  pool  there,  7;. 

Shadwell-water,  its  Angular  efficacy,  83. 
Suppofed  to  derive  its  virtues  from  its 
running  through  a  bed  of  pyrites,  84. 

Shannon ,  the  largetft  river  in  Ireland,  264. 
Rolls  two  hundred  miles,  ibid.  Di¬ 
vides  the  greateft  part  of  Ireland  in  its 
courfe,  ibid.  Vifits  ten  counties  in  its 
paflage,  ibid.  Joins  its  waters  to  the 
lea  twenty  leagues  below  Limerick, 
navigable  all  the  way  for  the  larged 
veflels,  ibid.  This  expanfion  by  fome 
confidered  as  a  lake,  ibid. 
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Shetland ,  iflands  of,  the  little  knowledge 
with  regard  to  the  ancient  ftate  of  thefe 
iflands  accounted  for,  677,  678.  The 
different  names  which  have  been  given 
them,  679.  Well  fituated  for  trade, 
ibid.  1'he  largeft  of  them  ftyjed 
Main  Land,  680.  The  principal  har¬ 
bours  in  it  defcribed,  681.  The  iflands 
that  lie  on  the  weft  of  the  Main  Land, 
683.  The  iflands  that  are  fituated  on 
the  eaft  of  the  Main  Land,  683,  684. 
A  diftinCt  account  of  the  ifland  of 
Yell,  685.  A  flmilar  account  of  the 
ifland  of  Unft,  686.  Situation  and 
prefent  ftate  of  Foula,  the  Thule  of 
Tacitus,  687  Of  Fair  Ifle,  with  a 
remarkable  piece  of  hiftory  relating 
to  it,  687.  Of  the  climate  and  feafons 
in  the  Shetland  ifles,  688.  Their  foil 
and  produce,  689,  690,  691.  All  of 
them  well  watered,  and  abounding 
with  excellent  fprings,  691.  Plenty 
and  variety  of  fifli  on  their  coafts,  691, 
692.  The  herring-fifliery  on  the  coaft 
of  Shetland  the  diftinguifhing  glory  of 
thefe  ifles,  ibid.  The  herring,  a  very- 
profitable  and  wholefome  filh,  ibid. 
The  annual  progrefs  of  the  herring  de¬ 
fcribed,  692,  693.  An  account  of  the 
Dutch  fiftiery  upon  this  coaft,  694. 
A  computation  of  its  total  amounr, 

695.  Account  of  the  inhabitants  with 
regard  to  their  perfons  and  manners* 

696.  Hulbandry,  manufactures,  and 
commerce,  697. 

Sidon^  its  fertility,  23.  Its  inhabitants 
remarkable  for  their  aftronomical  and 
commercial  knowledge,  ibid.  Ap¬ 
plied  to  by  Solomon  for  building  the 
temple,  ibid. 

Sinclair ,  the  devolving  of  the  Orkney  if-  * 
lands  into  the  poffeftion  of  that  noble 
family,  645. 

Situation ,  its  confequence  with  refpeCt 
to  the  ftate  of  any  country,  18.  Great 
defeCts  in  it  hardly  ever  conquered, 
ibid.  The  Angular  prerogative  of 
countries  happily  fituated,  2 1.  A  view 


of  thofe  countries  in  which  the  difad- 
vantages  of  fituation  are  moft  remark¬ 
able,  18 — 21.  Of  thofe  which  are 
happily  fituated,  21 — 25. 

Sky,  ifland  of,  defcribed,  607 — 616. 

Slains ,  in  the  fhire  of  Buchan,  a  petrify¬ 
ing  fpring  there,  the  water  of  which, 
when  expofed  to  the  air,  very  fpeedily 
turns  to  a  kind  of  friable  ftone,  1 13. 

Somerfetjhire ,  defcribed,  229.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  country  make  a  right 
ufe  of  their  gifts,  330. 

Southampton ,  in  point  of  trade,  equally 
benefited  by  the  favour  and  finifter 
a&s  of  two  great  men,  king  Philip  of 
Spain,  and  Robert  Dudley,  earl  of 
Leicefter,  ibid. 

South  Britain ,  the  ftate  of  it  in  times  paft,, 
with  regard  to  its  naval  advantages, 
compared  with  its  prefent  fituation, 
160. 

Southams,  the,  particularly  famous  for  a 
moft  vinous  and  ftrong-bodied  cyder, 
that  fells  upon  the  fpot  for  as  much 
as  moft  foreign  wines,  347. 

Spain ,  the  compaCtnefs  of  its  monarchy,, 
and  the  advantages  of  its  fituation,  7. 
A  view  of  its  ancient  and  prefent  ftate, 
8,  9.  About  thrice  as  large  as  South 
Britain,  9. 

Springs ,  the  different  opinions  of.philo- 
fophers  as  to  the  origin  of  them,  71. 
Proportionable  variety  of  foils  demon- 
ftrated  by  the  various  properties  of 
fprings,  72.  The  frequency  of  fprings 
in  Great-Britain  proved  from  autho¬ 
rities*  ibid.  An  attempt  to  account 
for  this  frequency,  ibid.  Moft  of  thefe 
fprings,  judged  extraordinary  in  other 
countries,  are  found  in  the  Britifh 
iflands,  72,  73,  74.  Salt  fprings  in 
feveral  parts  of  England,  76,  77. 

Stockholm ,  its  fituation  and  climate  de¬ 
fcribed,  61.  Its  productions  enume¬ 
rated,  ibid.  The  faying  of  a  French 
ambaffador  there,  ibid. 

Stockton  upon 'Tees,  its  rapid  advances  to 
commercial  importance,  from  the  re-- 
ftoration,  168. 
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St.  Agnes,  its  curious  light-Hobfe  de- 
fcribed,  477.  An  ufeful  mark  to  fhips 
from  the  fouthward,  ibid. 

St.  Anne's  well ,  at  Buxton,  remarkable 
for  throwing  out  no  lefs  than  three 
hundred  and  ninety  gallons  in  an  hour, 
130,  Many  gallons  of  fait,  and  much 
calcarious  powder  in  them,  ibid. 

St.  John,  knights  of,,  in  poffeffion  of  the 
ifland  of  Rhodes,  behave  themfelves 
gallantly  againft  the  forces  of  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire,  33.  Oblige  the  fleet 
and  army  of  Mohammed  to  retire, 
confiderably  reduced,  34.  Are  be- 
fleged  by  Solyman,  and  fubdued,  af¬ 
ter  a  long  and  fpirited  defence,  but 
procure  an  honourable  capitulation, 
ibid. 

St.  JohnJlon's,  its  bleach-fields  highly 
ufeful  to  the  linen  manufacture,  by 
which' Perth  is  chiefly  fupported,  200. 
Stuart ,  Robert ,  created  duke  of  Orkney 
by  his  nephew  king  James  VI.  648. 
Stuart ,  Patrick ,  earl  of  Orkney,  fon  to 
Robert,  beheaded,  ibid. 

Suffix,  a  peculiar  tendency  in  its  foil  to 
produce  Wood,  372.  The  manufac¬ 
tures  of  this  county  depend  principally 
upon  its  timber,  373. 

Switzerland ,  not  fo  much  known  as  it 
deferves  to  be,  10.  Its  climate,  go¬ 
vernment,  manufactures,,  and  the  mi¬ 
litary  paflion  of  its  inhabitants  defcrib- 
ed,  11,  12.  The  whole  country  not 
above  a  fixth  part  as  large  as  the  ifle 
of  Britain,  ibid. 

T. 

Tajo,  the,. or  as  we  call  it  after  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  the  Tagus,  a  noble  river,  142. 
Has  its  fource  in  the  New  Caftile,  on 
the  borders  of  Arragon,  ibid.  Paffes 
through  the  kingdom  of  Caftile  from 
eaft  to  weft,  ibid.  After  having  vifit- 
ed  the  royal  city  of  Toledo,  it  rolls 
through  the  Spanifli  Eftramadura  into 
Portugal,  ibid.  Affording  a  fafe  and 


capacious  harbour  to  the  largeft  fhips-, 
in  any  number,  at  Lifbon,  it  falls  about 
fix  miles  lower  into  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
ibid. 

Tartars ,  Khalmuc,  Ufbec,  and  others, 
their  fiercenels  and  obftinacy  account¬ 
ed  for,  18.  Their  civilization  not  to 
be  expeCted,  ibid. 

Taunt on-Dean,  its  amazing  fertility,  331. 
Only  furpaffed  by  the  induftry  of  its 
inhabitants,  ibid. 

Toy ,  the  largeft  river  in  North  Britain, 
a  particular  account  of  it,  199.  Fur¬ 
ther  account,  261, 

Tenter  den-fee pie,  an  old  faying  about  it,, 
405.  The  true  fenfe  of  it,  ibid. 

Thames ,  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  this 
noble  river  defcribed,  139. 

Three  fijlers ,  rivers  fo  called  by  the  old 
Irifh,  249. 

Three  fijlers,  remarkable  hills  in  Ireland,, 
fo  called  by  feamen,  432- 

Timber,  the  fcarcity  of  it  in  Great  Britain 
accounted  for,  57.  The  queftion  whe¬ 
ther  the  raifing  of  it  in  this  kingdom 
can  be  of  any  benefit  to  it,  confldered 
at  large,  3  79. 

Tine,  the,,  a  river  compofed  of  two* 
ftreams  of  the  fame  name,  137.  Its 
courfe  and  confequence  defcribed,, 
ibid. 

Tree,  an  high  one  unexpectedly  difco- 
vered  under  a  hill  in  Devonfhire,  337. 

Trent ,  the,  rifes  out  of  New  Pool,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  two  fprings,  near  Mole 
Cap  and  Harton  Hay,  in  Stafford  [hi  re, 
136.  After  having  received  no  fewer 
than  fixteen  rivers  in-  that  county,  it 
paffes  into  Derbyfhire,  ibid.  Coafting 
the  edge  of  Leicefterfhire,  it  runs  with 
a  copious  pleafant  ftream  the  whole 
length  of  Nottinghamfhire, ibid.  Croff- 
ing  over  a  corner  of  Lincolnfhire,  it 
falls  into  the  Humber*  twelve  miles 
above  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  ibid.  The 
direCt  courfe  of  this  river  about  one 
hundred  miles,  ibid.  It  divides  Eng¬ 
land  into  two  parts  of  unequal  fize,, 

ibid,. 
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ibid.  The  diftinXion  of  fouth  and 
north  of  Trent  created  by  that  un¬ 
equal  divifion,  ibid. 

Tripoli,  built  at  the  joint  expence  of  the 
Sidonians,  the  Tyrians,  and  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  a  confiderable  place,  24. 

Tunis,  city  of,  raifed  upon  the  ruins  of 
Carthage,  26. 

Tufcany,  its  prefent  ftate,  9. 

Tyne ,  river,  the  entrance  of  it  difficult 
and  dangerous,  175.  Why  particu¬ 
larly  fo,  ibid. 

Tyre ,  a  brief  hiftory*of  its  commonwealth, 
29>  3°* 

Tyrians,  make  a  fuperior  figure  at  fea  to 
the  Cretans,  29.  Their  maritime  con- 
fequence  increafed  by  their  connexions 
with  the  Carthaginians,  30.  Stand 
a  fiege  of  feven  months  againft  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great,  ibid.  Forced  at  laft 
to  fubmit  to  him,  and  cruelly  ufed, 
ibid.  Convert  their  misfortunes  into 
benefits,  ibid.  Meet  with  favour  from 
the  Romans,  ibid.  Their  deftruXion 
completed  by  the  Turks,  ibid. 

U. 

Venice ,  its  ancient  and  prefent  ftate  com¬ 
pared,  10.  Its  Angularity  as  an  ifiand 
pointed  out,  35.  Particular  defcrip- 
tion  of  its  fituation,  extent,  govern¬ 
ment,  and  commerce,  36.  Rendered 
venerable  by  its  having  remained  thir¬ 
teen  centuries  unattacked,  36. 

Vefpafian ,  the  emperor,  makes  the  ifiand 
of  Rhodes  a  part,  and  the  city  of 
Rhodes  the  metropolis  of  a  Roman 
province,  33. 

Unfi ,  ifiand  of,  defcribed,  684. 

Upminjier ,  near  Horn  Church  in  Eflex, 
a  fpring  there  with  fome  Angular  as 
well  as  falutary  qualities,  84. 

W. 

Wales,  a  detail  of  rivers  and  havens  in 
this  principality,  177—188.  The 
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defign  of  it  to  (hew  its  natural  capacity 
for  a  much  greater  domeftic  trade, 
and  a  larger  proportion  of  foreign 
commerce  than  the  inhabitants  of  this 
valuable  country  at  prefent  poflefs, 
188.  The  objeXions  raifed  againft 
the  rugged nefs  of  the  foil,  the  ftiarp- 
nefs  of  the  air,  and  the  want  of  many 
advantages  enjoyed  by  other  parts  of 
the  Britilh  ifiands,  trivial  and  incon- 
clufive,  ibid.  A  view  of  the  ancient 
and  prefent  ftate  of  Wales,  190,  191, 
Remarks  on  the  bays,  roads,  and  ha¬ 
vens  on  the  coafts  of  Wales,  409  — 
411.  Various  methods  propofed  for 
the  improvement  of  this  principality, 
412 — 416. 

Water,  the  peculiar  felicity  of  Great 
Britain,  in  a  copious  diftribution  of 
excellent  water,  68.  Our  rains  equally 
produXive  of  verdure  and  fertility, 
being  purer,  though  impregnated  with 
fairs  of  various  kinds,  than  if  they  came 
from  the  land,  70,  71. 

Weljh ,  their  falfe  notions  of  gentility  con- 
fidered,  189. 

Wejiern  IJles ,  dependent  on  North  Bri¬ 
tain,  capable  of  the  higheft  improve¬ 
ment,  554.  With  great  probability 
fuppofed  to  have  been  inhabited  by 
the  Phoenicians  and  Carthaginians, 
before  they  became  known  to  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  ibid.  Once  pof- 
fefted  and  cultivated  by  a  civilized, 
induftrious,  and  commercial  nation, 
557.  Inconteftible  proof  of  this,  in¬ 
dependent  both  of  hiftory  and  tradition, 
ibid.  Thefe  ifiands  dependent  upon, 
and  of  great  utility  to  the  monarchs  of 
Scotland,  558.  Invaded  and  conquer¬ 
ed  by  Magnus,  king  of  Norway,  559. 
The  country  totally  ruined,  and  the 
people  rendered  lavages  by  this  revo¬ 
lution,  560.  Recovered,  after  a  long 
feries  ol  years,  to  the  crown  of  Scot¬ 
land,  by  Alexander  the  third,  563. 
Their  ftate  and  condition  under  the 
fucceeding  kings  of  that  country,  564. 
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The  caufes  of  their  finking  into  mean- 
nefs  and  mifery,  565.  A  change  in 
their  condition  confidently  expected 
from  the  union  of  the  two  crowns  of 
England  and  Scotland,  569.  Some 
kind  intentions  manifcfted  towards 
them  by  James  the  Firft,  571,  At¬ 
tempts  made  to  eftabiifh  a  fiffiery 
amongft  them  by  Charles  the  Firft, 
ibid.  Thefe  prove  abortive,  and  their 
Fate  rendered  worfe  than  ever  by  the 
civil  war,  ibid.  Two  excellent  laws 
pafled  by  Charles  the  Second,  refpedt- 
ing  the  fidiery,  and  fome  efiays  made 
to  carry  them  into  execution,  572. 
Their  fituation  little,  if  at  all,  mended, 
fince  that  time,  373.  Their  capacity 
of  improvement  remains  unimpaired, 
ibid.  The  deicription,  fituation,  na¬ 
tural,  civil,  and  commercial  hiftory  of 
the  ille  of  Bute,  574 — 581.  Arran, 

58i~ 5h7-  I,a»  587— 593-  Jura> 
.593—599.  Mull,  599—0 07.  Sky, 

607 — 616.  The  Lewts,  or  Long 
Eland,  61 6 — 624.  Many  valuable 
commodities,  and  a  variety  of  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  fupport  of  commerce  to 
be  met  with  in  thefe,  and  in  the  lefler 
i Hands  about  them,  625 — 627.  Thefe 
advantages  greatly  to  be  increafed  by 
commerce,  6 27.  Beneficial  informa¬ 
tions,  profitable  difcoveries,  and  feve- 
ral  ufcful  arts  might  be  introduced 
from  foreign  countries  into  thefe  ifles, 
627,  628,  6 29.  Reafons  for  their  be¬ 
coming  objects  of  public  notice  and 
encouragement,  drawn  from  inftances 
of  utility  that  would  refultfrom  thence 
to  the  Britifn  empire,  631 — 33.  An  at¬ 
tempt  to  point  out  the  means  by  which 
there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  work  might  be  fully  accom- 
phfhed,  633 — 637.  The  confequences 
that,  in  reipect  to  the  common¬ 
wealth,  would  certainly  attend  them, 

638- 

Weft  on ,  in  Staffordlhire,  brine  pits  there, 
76. 
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Weymouth ,  the  fiouriffung  date  of  it  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  the  confequence  of 
the  fmailelt  rivers,  151. 

Whitby ,  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  re¬ 
markable  for  their  induftry,  frugality, 
and  univerfal  paflion  for  what  regards 
the  marine,  300.  A  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  the  prefent  date  of  its  com¬ 
merce,  ibid. 

Whitehaven ,  a  particular  account  of  its 
commercial  importance,  313 — 315. 

Wiches ,  inChefhire,falt-fprings,  fo  called, 

76. 

Wigan ,  in  Lancafhire,  a  fpring  there, 
upon  the  approach  of  a  lighted  candle 
takes  fire,  and  burns  like  fpirits  of 
wine,  73. 

Wight ,  ifie  of,  its  name,  fituation,  and 
extent,  455— 456.  Hiftory  of  it  from 
the  mod  ancient  times,  457 — 462. 
Its  fize  ascertained,  462.  Compara¬ 
tive  view  of  it  with  refpedl  to  other 
iflands,  463.  Propofals  for  farther 
improvements,  464 — 470. 

Willoaghbridge-park ,  in  Staffordlhire,  re¬ 
markable  for  having  no  fewer  than 
fixty  fprings  within  the  frnall  lpace  of 
twenty  yards  fquare,  72. 

Wincbelfea ,  called  by  queen  Elizabeth 
Little  London,  405. 

Winder ,  or  Windal-meer,  in  Weftrr.ore- 
land,  the  larged  and  mod  famous  of 
all  our  lakes,  103. 

Wtnifrede,  St.  her  legendary  much  dif~ 
credited  by  the  filence  of  Giraldus 
Cambrenfis,  92.  Her  waters  recom¬ 
mended  for  their  medicinal  virtues. 


93'  .  , 

Winterton  Nefs ,  a  point  into  the  Ger¬ 
man  ocean,  to  the  north  of  Yarmouth, 
2.80.  The  fhore  low  and  flat,  befieg- 
ed  with  dangerous  lands,  reputed  to 
have  been  extremely  fatal  to  fhipping, 
ibid.  Marks  of  its  having  made  a 
better  figure  in  former  times,  ibid. 
Ruins  of  Roman  ffations  in  feveral 
places,  which  they  occupied  in  the 
accommodation  of  their  cavalry,  to 

defend 
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defend  the  country  againft  invafions, 
ibid. 

Wijby ,  the  capital  of  Gothland,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  its  ancient  magnificence,  702. 
Famous  for  the  firft  invention  of  fea- 
charts,  ibid. 

'Witty  John  de,  his  authority  cited,  28. 

Y. 

Yarmouth ,  its  confequence  arifing  from 
its  capacious  and  commodious  har¬ 
bour,  280. 

Yell,  ifland  of,  defcribed,  684. 

Yeoville ,  in  Somerfetfliire,  a  pool  near  it, 
which  contains  water  of  a  green  co¬ 
lour,  74. 

York ,  city  of,  looked  upon  as  a  fea-porc 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third, 


172.  Still  entitled  to  that  appellation 
for  feveral  reafons,  ibid. 

Youghall ,  in  Ireland,  the  potatoes  firft 
planted  in  the  gardens  belonging  to 
this  place,  24 6. 

Z. 

Zibha ,  mount,  in  the  duchy  of  Modena, 
a  fpring  at  the  foot  of  it,  the  waters 
of  which  are  mixtwith  oil,  that  floats 
upon  the  furface,  74. 

Zibet,  in  Arabia,  a  port  of  great  trade,  23. 

Zirchnitzer-fea ,  in  Carniola,  a  curiofity 
to  which  we  can  fhew  nothing  equal, 

73- 

Zugh ,  lake  of,  in  Switzerland,  an  un¬ 
common  quantity  of  feveral  kinds  of 
fifli  in  it,  107. 
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